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Director of the Euclid Public Library
from 1940 until 1966.



Avis Lane was director of the Euclid 

Public Library for a quarter of a century 

from 1940 to 1966. Under her lead-

ership, the Library underwent a tre-

mendous expansion as the number of 

branches increased and a main library 

was built. During her tenure, Euclid also 

had a branch library of the Cuyahoga 

Public Library system. The Euclid Pub-

lic Library grew to become a central 

part of the Euclid Community, and the 

county branch eventually left the city.

Miss Lane was born May 27, 1899 in 

Midland, Michigan. she received her 

undergraduate degree at Alma Col-

lege and went on to study social sci-

ence at Columbia University where she 

received a Masters Degree. she also 

was graduated from Case Western 

Reserve University with a Masters of 

Library science.

On september 1, 1940, Avis Lane as-

sumed the directorship of the Euclid 

Public Library. As the population of 

Euclid expanded during the 1940s and 

1950s, the public school system grew 

rapidly. Lane made sure that the library 

established a branch in each new pub-

lic school that was built. 

By 1958, there were twelve branch-

es spread out through the schools. 

Later, a main library was built on the 

present East 222nd street site at a 

cost of nearly $300,000 in the year 

1956. A new addition to the main 

library was completed in 1966. in 1985 

and 1997 the library saw renovations 

that brought new services and more 

space.

in honor of her leadership, the Three 

Arts Club of Euclid donated a piano 

that was placed in the Michael Wach 

Room. The Avis Lane Children’s Room 

at the Main Library was named in her 

honor by the Library Board.

Avis retired as director of Euclid Public 

Library in september of 1966. she died 

a decade later on April 26, 1976 in Mid-

land, Michigan.

Euclid Public Library children’s reading area, 1966.


