was named Citizen of the Year in 1970
by American Legion Post 343 of Euclid.
Shortly before his retirement in July
of 1982, Dempsey was honored as
the Euclid Policeman of the Year by
the Euclid Optimist Club. He was pre-

dempsey’s corner

sented with several gifts including
an $800 gift certificate from Euclid’s
downtown merchants. In late 2002,
Euclid Mayor Paul Oyaski signed legislation naming the northwest corner
of East 222nd Street and Lake Shore
Boulevard as Dempsey’s Corner in
Patrolman Dempsey’s honor. Patrolman William Dempsey, Euclid’s “Downtown Policeman” died on July 9, 2004.

Sources:
Euclid Sun Journal, June 3, 1982
The Plain Dealer, June 18, 2003
The Plain Dealer, July 15, 2004
John Williams, History of the Euclid Police Department

Corner of East 222nd Street and
Lake Shore Boulevard named after
Euclid’s “Downtown Patrolman,”
William Dempsey

A little-known landmark in Euclid is

ball, baseball, and tennis. While attend-

would move on. Dempsey made sure

Dempsey’s

northwest

ing John Carroll University, Dempsey

to be at the intersection of East 222nd

corner of East 222nd Street and Lake

played on the baseball and football

Street and Lake Shore Boulevard every

Shore Boulevard in Downtown Euclid

teams. Dempsey studied three years

morning, noon, and late afternoon to

is named in honor of Patrolman Wil-

at John Carroll before joining the army

help the children cross the intersection

liam Dempsey, a longtime member of

during World War II. He served in Aus-

safely.

the Euclid Police Department. Officer

tralia and New Guinea.

Corner.

The

Officer Dempsey had a reputation for

Dempsey was well known to the shoppers, pedestrians, and storeowners in

After being discharged from the mili-

being strict with pedestrians, both chil-

Downtown Euclid.

tary, Dempsey worked as a mail car-

dren and adults. But his personality

rier about half a year. He then joined

was such that people knew he had their

William Dempsey was born in Cleve-

the Euclid Police Department where

safety in mind. People came to have

land on April 1, 1920. His family moved

he was appointed an officer on July

great respect for Euclid’s “Downtown

to Euclid when young William was four

1, 1946. After working patrol duty for

Patrolman,” as Dempsey came to be

years of age. He remained a Euclid

several years, Dempsey was assigned

known as. Dempsey liked the job too.

resident the rest of his life. Dempsey

to foot patrol (also known as a beat) to

He turned down several promotions

attended public school in Euclid and

the area between East 218th and East

over the years so that he could remain

232nd Streets. His patrol area also

a patrolman in the Downtown Euclid

included Lake Shore Boulevard and

area. When not patrolling Downtown

Shore Center Drive. This was the heart

Euclid, Dempsey worked as a security

of Downtown Euclid.

guard at the Euclid Public Library.

Several times a day, Dempsey would

Officer Dempsey’s service did not go

walk up and down Lake Shore Boule-

unnoticed. In 1966, 300 people, includ-

vard and the surrounding streets talk-

ing several public officials and business

ing with storeowners and shoppers.

leaders, threw a surprise banquet in

Dempsey would tap on the windows of

Dempsey’s honor. Dempsey drew many

graduated from Shore School in 1938.

the store-fronts and wait for some rec-

laughs when he told the crowd that, “I

He had been an outstanding athlete in

ognition from someone inside. Satisfied

guess I’m a lousy policeman, not find-

high school, playing basketball, foot-

that everything in the shop was well, he

ing out about this ahead of time.” He

