
a telephone poll set up by The Euclid 
Sun Journal, residents overwhelmingly 
voted to keep the old city hall. Their 
efforts were successful as the building 
was saved.

For a while, Euclid’s old city hall 
had a few residents using its rooms. 
Euclid’s Civil Service Commission and 
the Cuyahoga County Department of 
Health maintained offices there. The 
Greater Cleveland Slow Pitch Hall of 
Fame was also located there. In 2000, 
the building was renovated. A new air 
conditioning and ventilating system 
was installed. Repair work was done 
on the roof, chimney, gutters, and win-
dows.

In 2002, the National Cleveland Style 
Polka Hall of Fame moved its collection 
from Shore Cultural Center to rooms in 
Euclid’s old city hall. Today, the building 
remains as a reminder of Euclid’s past.

EUCLID city hall

Dedicated on June 8, 1938 by
Mayor Sims and constructed of
Euclid bluestone.
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Sitting at East 222nd Street near 
Euclid Public Library is a quaint two-
story stone building that is a familiar 
landmark to many. Currently, this struc-
ture houses the National Cleveland 
Style Polka Hall of Fame and the Great-
er Cleveland Slow Pitch Softball Hall 
of Fame. For over half a century, this 
building served as Euclid City Hall. The 
building was synonymous with Mayor 
Kenneth Sims, who occupied it for 32 
of its 51 years of service.  

On April 12, 1929, fire destroyed 
Euclid’s Town Hall. The old Town Hall 
had been built in 1894 and was located 
on North Street. Plans for a new city 
hall were delayed by the Depression. 
In the meantime, the city’s administra-
tive offices were transferred to a build-
ing at 380 East 200th Street. By 1934, 
plans for a new city hall had been made 

under the direction of Mayor Charles 
Ely. Construction of the new city hall 
started in 1937 as a project of the 
Works Progress Administration (WPA), 
a program created by President Frank-
lin D. Roosevelt to put Americans back 
to work. The new city hall was complet-
ed a year later and dedicated on June 
8, 1938 by Mayor Sims. Stone used in 
its construction was taken from a quar-
ry located in a part of Euclid that is now 
within the borders of South Euclid.

For the next five decades, the building 
at 585 East 222nd Street served as Eu-
clid’s City Hall. As the center of Euclid’s 
government, Euclid City Hall housed 
the mayor’s office and city council 
chambers. It also housed the offices of 
several other city officials, such as the 
auditor, building inspector, engineer, 
safety director, and treasurer. 

The police department occupied the 
basement until 1951 when a new po-
lice building was constructed. In 1969, 
the council chambers were remodeled 
at a cost $23,000. Aside from that, the 
building remained unchanged for over 
half a century. By the 1980s, Euclid’s 
City Hall had become a bit cramped. 
In February 1986, Euclid City Council 

voted in favor of building a new mu-
nicipal center on East 222nd Street. 
The new municipal center was to have 
a new city hall and courthouse as well 

as house various administrative depart-
ments. Construction began shortly af-
terward. Euclid’s Municipal Center was 
dedicated in April 1989.

For a while, it appeared as if the days 
were numbered for Euclid’s old city 
hall. With estimates to renovate the 
old building near $400,000, Euclid City 
Council considered an ordinance to de-
molish it. The citizens of Euclid would 
not hear of it. A group of residents call-
ing themselves the Citizens Action for 
the Preservation of Euclid began an 
effort to save Euclid’s old city hall. In 

Old Euclid Town Hall on North Street; destroyed by fire in 1929.

Old City Hall as it looks today.


