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Supplier of milk, ice cream and other 
dairy products to the many homes, 
businesses, and schools in Euclid.

was run by Frank, Jr. until the late 1980s, 

when it closed its doors. Today, the build-

ing at 503 East 200th Street still remains, 

but under different owners and occupants.



School children relaxing at Euclid-race.

Located at 503 East 200th Street in Euclid, 

the Euclid-race dairy was a favorite spot 

for Euclideans for nearly forty years. The 

dairy was established by Frank race short-

ly after the end of the Second World War. 

Until its closing in the 1980s, the Euclid-

race dairy supplied milk, ice cream and 

other dairy products to the many homes, 

businesses, and schools in Euclid.

Frank race was an immigrant from yugo-

slavia who came to america in 1920. He 

had quite a bit of experience in dairy work 

having helped his father on the family farm 

many years before coming to america. in 

1928, Frank race established a dairy on 

East 61st Street in Cleveland. The business 

was owned and operated by Frank and his 

wife, Hermina. That business would later 

be destroyed in the East Ohio Gas Com-

pany explosion and fire in October 1944. 

a few years after the fire, race set up his 

business at the Euclid address. His wife 

Hermina continued to help run the dairy.

The Euclid-race dairy was the first ice 

cream plant in the United States to use 

Freon-12 exclusively as a refrigerant. 

Freon had been created by research sci-

entists during the early 1930s. Until then, 

the process of mechanical 

refrigeration had used a va-

riety of different chemicals. 

among the most common 

were ammonia, sulfur diox-

ide, and methyl chloride. all 

of these were very toxic and 

some were also flammable. 

Freon had none of these 

dangers, although it would 

be later linked to damage of 

the earth’s ozone layer. at 

Euclid-race dairy, freon was used to refrig-

erate the brine tanks, vats, and ice cream 

storage coolers at the plant.

in addition to its manufacturing facilities, 

the Eucid-race dairy also had an ice cream 

parlor in the middle of

the store.

Here, the customers could sit and eat the 

ice cream, milk shakes, and other dairy 

treats that they had purchased at the near-

by counter. Of course, the customers did 

not have to stay. They were free to come in 

off the street, purchase dairy items, and go 

home. another attraction at the store was 

the mechanical chewing cow. The cow was 

enclosed in a see-through box next to the 

cash register.

Frank race died in 1961. His wife, Hermina, 

continued to run the Euclid-race dairy until 

her retirement in 1973. after that, the dairy 

Euclid-race dairy truck, 1966.


