
the tax records reflect that he bought 20 

acres of land for $320. He died in the same 

year. Mrs. Devoe said he is buried at the 

end of East 249th in an area now used as a 

playground.

JoHn crosier
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John Crosier military pension record with record of death in 1824.

John Crosier was a veteran of the American 

Revolution and an early settler of Euclid 

Township. He is one of five of Revolution-

ary War soldiers buried in Euclid Cemetery.

Crosier was born near Boston in 1750 (al-

though his tombstone says 1743). not 

much is known about his early life. What is 

known is that he married Fanna Whiting on 

April 13, 1775. Several days later, Crosier 

joined the Minutemen and fought against 

the British at Lexington, Bunker Hill, Bran-

dywine, Germantown, and Monmouth. He 

also stayed at Valley Forge with Washington 

and the Continental Army as they struggled 

through the winter of 1777-1778. Crosier 

became a sergeant and was later promoted 

to second lieutenant in an artillery regiment. 

He served until the end of the war.

After the Revolutionary War, Crosier re-

turned to new England and tried farming 

some land at Partridgefield, Massachu-

setts. The land was not very productive, so 

after selling it to some of his sons, he pur-

chased land in Euclid Township from the 

Connecticut Land Company in 1815. He 

and his family arrived at Euclid Township 

on February 15, 1816. There he worked in 

farming and raising his family. By the time 

of his death on May 7, 1823, he had raised 

13 children, 88 grandchildren and 209 great 

grandchildren. Eleven generations of Cro-

siers have lived in Euclid since its founding.

on our library’s website, www.euclidlibrary.

org, you will find audio recordings of Eu-

clid residents from many years ago. one 

of the recordings you can hear is of Mrs. 

Geraldine Devoe, great, great, great grand-

daughter of John Crosier. 

In her recording she spoke of John Crosier 

and his participation in the Revolutionary 

War. She said that his wife first died in 1807 

and he brought his son, Jason, with his 

new wife Almira newton and settled here in 

1816 living on Richmond Road in the Town-

ship of Euclid. Together they had three chil-

dren, oren, Mariah and Henry. Mariah mar-

ried Luke Devoe and built a log cabin on 

East 249th Street. 

Mariah and Luke Devoe had six daughters 

and one son, named Henry. Henry eventu-

ally was the grandfather of Geraldine De-

voe who made the recording. She shares 

that Luke paid $40 for a horse and in 1856 


