
Dana Records. The last company they 
worked with, Delta International, result-
ed in three albums. The Pecon Band 
also led successful tours to Hawaii and 
Slovenia, Yugoslavia.

Pecon was very well-liked by the pub-
lic. Tony Petkovsek, a long-time radio 
announcer, once called Pecon “the 
Babe Ruth of Slovenian polkas in 
Cleveland.” That sentiment was shared 
by nearly 3,000 polka fans who attend-
ed a day-long musical tribute at the 
Slovenian Society Home in Euclid in 
late February 1975. Part of the tribute 
was a proclamation by Cleveland May-
or Ralph Perk recognizing Pecon for 
his service at Cleveland City Hall where 
he had been chief custodian for twenty 
years along with his contributions to 
the music world. Johnny Pecon, a Eu-
clid resident for many years, died of 
cancer on February 28, 1975 at Euclid 
General Hospital.

JOHnnY pecon

A well-known and talented polka musician 
who helped to popularize polka music.
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Johnny Pecon was a well-known and 
talented polka musician. For nearly 
three decades, his band made nu-
merous television appearances and 
recorded many albums which helped 
to popularize polka music. He was one 
of the early inductees in the national 
Cleveland-Style Polka Hall of Fame.

Pecon was born in Cleveland on Febru-
ary 3, 1915. His father was a musician 
whose specialty was the accordion. 
not surprisingly, young Johnny be-
gan playing the accordion at age five. 
While in his teens, Pecon played with 
some of the Slovenian polka bands in 

Cleveland. After graduating from Col-
linwood High School, he formed his 
own polka band. For the next decade, 
Pecon played at numerous locations, 

finally recording songs with Contint-
ental Records in 1942 with Dr. William 
Lausche.

Pecon’s musical career was put on 
hold during the Second World War. 
In 1942, Pecon joined the navy and 
was trained as a Seabee (the Seabees 
were engineer units of the navy whose 
job was to construct airfields and har-
bor facilities). Upon completion of his 
training, he was sent to new Guinea in 
the South Pacific.  

After the war, Pecon joined the Frankie 
Yankovic Band, with whom he trav-
eled and recorded, with from 1947 to 
1949. Pecon was part of Yankovic’s 
Band when it recorded several hits, 
including “Just Because” and the 
“Blue Skirt Waltz.” In 1949, Pecon 
left the Yankovic Band to form his 
own band with Lou Trebar. That band 

played in many taverns and dance halls 
around the Cleveland area. In 1951, the 
Pecon Band won a popularity contest 
that was held among all of Cleveland’s 

polka bands. Television soon followed 
with appearances on Arthur Godfrey’s 
“Talent Scouts,” “Polka Varieties” and 
the “Old Dutch Polka Revue.” It was 
on “Polka Varieties,” that Pecon and 
Trebar performed their “Janez and 
“Lotze” routine which delighted audi-
ences. Pecon also had his own televi-
sion show in the 1950s called the “TV 
Auction Party.”

The Pecon Band had recording con-
tracts with several record companies. 
From 1949 to 1954, they recorded with 
Capital Records. From 1957 to 1966, 
the band recorded seven albums with 

Johnny Pecon and Lou Trebar

All-time Cleveland Polka stars, from left, George Cook, Eddie 
Habat, Johnny Pecon, and John “Hokey” Hokavar.


