and football games at Euclid High School
on many occasions. He was also a noted
scholar on Abraham Lincoln, whom he was
supposedly related to through his mother.
Mayor Sims believed in public service and
put the interests of the City before his own.
He was often seen pacing the corridors of
city hall thinking and planning. The only
time that he was at his desk was to sign
papers or have conferences. His evenings
were often full of speaking engagements
or meetings with the many organizations in
which he was a member.
After serving 32 years as mayor, Kenneth
Sims resigned due to health reasons in
June of 1970. He moved to Fort Lauderdale, Florida, but found time to visit friends
in Euclid from time to time. He died on
August 7, 1975.

Sources:
John Williams, A History of the City of Euclid
The Plain Dealer, December 25, 1957; June 11, 1970;
August 8, 1975
Euclid News Journal, June 11, 1970; August 14, 1975

Kenneth J. SIMS
Mayor of Euclid from 1938 - 1971

Sims Park located off Lake Shore Boulevard.

Kenneth J. Sims was Euclid’s longest serving mayor. He guided Euclid through the
Depression years of the 1930s and made
it a model community by the 1970s. Sims
Park in Downtown Euclid is named in his
honor.
Sims was born on February 8, 1902 in
Lima, Ohio. After graduating from Granger
High School in Medina, Ohio he went to
work in the oilfields near Lodi. Using the
money he earned, he paid his way through
Cleveland Law School where he obtained
his law degree. While in private practice
as an attorney, Sims moved to Euclid and
became involved in politics. According to
Norman Melnick, a reporter with the Plain
Dealer, Sims “got into an argument about
slot machines and the first thing I knew, I
was in politics.” Sims ran for city solicitor of
Euclid in 1933 and 1935, but was defeated
each time.

In 1937, Sims ran for mayor
as a reformer promising to
end the corruption which was

surprisingly, Sims was continually reelected. While serving as mayor, Sims found
time to work on many civic and commu-

rampant in Euclid at the time.
Gamblers and slot machines
were almost everywhere.
City garbage trucks delivered
beer on their return trips and
investors refused to buy city
bonds. Sims put together the
Euclid Independent Coalition,
a political party which believed that neither the Democrats or Republicans had a
monopoly on ability. The Coalition put the
welfare of the city above partisanship. After
a hard fought campaign, Sims was elected
mayor on November 2, 1937.

nity organizations. He was past president
of the Cuyahoga County Mayors Association, past president and vice president of
the Ohio Municipal League, and a former
member of the Cuyahoga County Charter

During Sims’ tenure as mayor, Euclid was
cleaned up. The bootleggers and gamblers
were chased out or arrested. The slot machines were confiscated. Euclid’s tax rate
and bonded debt were reduced. As a result, Euclid’s financial rating went from one
of the worst to one of the best. Over the
next three decades, Euclid’s population
grew from 13,000 to 80,000.
Mayor Sims pushed for many improvements throughout Euclid. New homes,
schools, streets, sidewalks, sewers and
water mains were built. He expanded the
city bus line and accumulated land sold at
sheriff’s sales to be used for city parks. Not

Mayor Sims in 1938, early in his career as Euclid’s mayor, in the
council chamber of the then-new City Hall.

Commission. Sims was a trustee of Euclid
General Hospital for 25 years and served
on the boards of the Euclid YMCA, the
Ohio Citizens Council, the Cleveland Welfare Foundation, and St. Clair Savings. In
his spare time, he attended basketball

