
the Greater Cleveland Slo-Pitch Soft Ball 

Hall of Fame in 1987. Sam Nader died on 

his eightieth birthday, May 15, 1992. Sam 

Nader Field in Memorial Park is named in 

his honor.

SAM NADER
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Fast-pitch softball player and longtime 
coach and manager of many Euclid
softball teams



Sam Nader was born in 1912 and raised 

in the East 14th Street and Woodland area 

of Cleveland. He developed an interest in 

baseball early in life and began playing 

fast-pitch softball during the 1930s.

During the Second World War, Nader 

served with the infantry in Europe. Shortly 

after his discharge from military service, 

Nader opened the Dugout Café on East 

185th and Waterloo (now the site of Mul-

doon’s). He would own the Dugout Café 

until 1971.  Nader would then go on to work 

for the Buildings and Maintenance Depart-

ment of Cuyahoga County.  

While owning and running the Dugout Café, 

Nader resumed his baseball career. He re-

turned to fast-pitch softball and became 

one of the area’s top pitchers throughout 

the 1940s and the 1950s. His specialty 

was his famous figure-eight delivery which 

struck out many a surprised batter. In his 

pitching career, Nader threw 23 no hitters 

and 1 perfect game.  

Starting in 1960, Nader began managing 

slow-pitch softball teams. Over the next 

thirty years, Nader would manage, coach, 

and financially support some the Euclid ar-

ea’s top softball teams. Among them were 

the Ohio Sealants, the Sands, Tradewinds, 

and Two Cros. Nader also coached sev-

eral women’s and youth softball teams. 

Four of the teams which Nader coached 

won national championships. 

One of those teams was the Star Preci-

sion women’s team which won a national 

title in 1985. Nader was also a coach for 

the Cleveland Competitors, a professional 

softball team in the late 1970s. One of its 

founders was Ted Stepien, another Euclid 

resident who was deeply involved in pro-

fessional sports.

Nader retired from the Buildings and 

Maintenance Department where he was a 

supervisor in June of 1980. He continued 

to coach softball and took a special inter-

est in teaching young players.

He once remarked that, “Though there are 

many managers, there are very few teach-

ers.” His devotion to the game of softball 

did not go unnoticed. He was inducted into 

Sam Nader tribute at Euclid High School.John Donohoe and Sam Nader, 1959.


