
Stan Minotas was a member of many com-

munity organizations. He was a charter 

member of the Euclid Vets Club and served 

six years as the club’s manager. Minotas 

was a member of the Veterans of Foreign 

wars Post 2926 and American Legion Eu-

clid Post 343. During Euclid’s Sesqui-Cen-

tennial in 1959, Minotas served as publicity 

chairman. Minotas was also a member of 

the Holy Name Society and Northeast Ki-

wanis Club.

On several occasions, Minotas was recog-

nized for his many years of community ser-

vice. He was named Mr. Euclid Veteran of 

1951 by the Euclid Veterans Club. The next 

year, Minotas was declared Euclid Young 

Man of the Year for 1952 by the Euclid Ju-

nior Chamber of Commerce. Later, he was 

given an award by the Northeast Kiwanis 

Club.  

Stan Minotas died on April 21, 1975. His 

funeral mass was held at St. William’s 

Church in Euclid where he had served as an 

usher for many years. His legacy continues 

for the baseball leagues which he helped to 

create continue to thrive in Euclid.
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A founder of Euclid’s baseball leagues,
as well as a well-known journalist and
advertiser in Euclid.



A lifelong Euclid resident, Stan Minotas 

was born on April 25, 1921.  He graduated 

from Euclid Central High School in 1939. 

He enlisted in the United States Navy in 

1942. Minotas served in both the European 

and Pacific Theaters during the Second 

World War rising to the rank of chief petty 

officer before his discharge in 1946. He 

then studied for two years at Fenn College 

in Cleveland where he obtained a degree in 

journalism.  

Minotas worked chiefly in journalism and 

advertising. For many years, he worked 

for the Collinwood Publishing Company 

and for awhile was editor of the SCOOP, a 

weekly newspaper that served the Collin-

wood area. While working for the SCOOP, 

he became friends with Eugene Hersh, 

another Euclid journalist. Minotas also 

worked for the Euclid News Journal. For 

several years, his column “Stan Says,” was 

a regular part of the paper and consisted of 

notes and commentary about events in Eu-

clid. It was a widely read part of the Euclid 

News Journal.

In addition to newspaper work, Minotas 

owned PRACO Advertising, a public rela-

tions firm. PRACO sold trophies and rub-

ber stamps, printed school t-shirts and 

calendars, in addition to printing signs. The 

company had two locations, one in Euclid 

on Shore Center Drive. The other was in 

Cleveland on Waterloo Road. 

Stan Minotas is remembered primarily 

though for his civic activities. In 1947, Mi-

notas and Clarence Bowman, editor of the 

Euclid News Journal, created the Midget 

League in Euclid. This was a baseball 

league for boys between the ages of six 

and thirteen. Minotas along with Spartoco 

“Sparky” DiBiasio, managed the league. 

That meant signing up players, organiz-

ing teams, scheduling games, and getting 

sponsors. In 1951, Minotas, Frank DiVito, 

and Edward “Bud” Davison founded the Eu-

clid Little League. This was another league 

open to boys between the ages of nine and 

thirteen. The Euclid Little League was de-

signed to resemble professional baseball. 

Players were issued complete uniforms 

and had to try out for various team posi-

tions. Trips would be provided in order to 

play teams in other towns. The same trio of 

Minotas, DiVito, and Davison also created 

the Euclid Pony League. This league was 

similar to the Euclid Little League except 

that it was for boys between the ages of 

thirteen and fifteen. 

In 1959, Minotas ran for Euclid City Coun-

cil President. He believed that the Coalition 

Party, which had controlled Euclid City Hall 

for two decades had been in power too long 

and Euclid had  become too complacent as 

a result. Though he had never held public 

office before, Minotas felt that his work in 

newspapers and advertising had given him 

an understanding of city government and an 

ability to work with Euclid’s citizens. Mino-

tas ran as an Independent. During his cam-

paign, he made no attacks on Mayor Sims 

and the members of his Administration. 

Minotas also made no promises if elected. 

He simply pledged that he would serve all 

of Euclid’s citizens. Though he failed to un-

seat the Incumbent Council President Harry 

Knuth, Minotas received more votes than Ed 

Eckart, a councilman who ran unsuccess-

fully against Mayor Sims.

Executive Committee Sesqui-Centennial Association, 1959. Sitting 
left to right: Harry Knuth, hospitality chairman; Mayor Kenneth Sims, 
honorary chairman; Jerry Venable, fireworks chairman. Standing left to 
right: Eugene Hersh, director of public relations; stan minotas, publicity 
chairman; Stewart Cox, spectacle chairman.


