
 

COUNCIL MINUTES 

JANUARY 2, 2001 

 

The regular City Council meeting was held on Tuesday, January 2, 2001 at 7 PM in the Euclid 

City Hall Council Chamber.  President Cervenik presided. 

 

Members Present: Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, McGarry, Miller, 

   Valencic, Cervenik 

 Excused: Korosec 

 

Councilwoman McGarry moved to excuse Councilman Korosec.  Councilman Gruber seconded.  

Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Others Present: Mayor Oyaski, Asst. Service Director Gulich, Finance Director Balazs, 

Law Director Murphy, Parks & Recreation Director DeMinico, 

Administrative Director Johnson, CS&ED Director Koran, Building 

Commissioner Apanasewicz, Housing Manager Tollerup, Zoning 

Commissioner Hayes, Police Chief Maine, Fire Chief Dworning,  

 Mr. Driscoll, Sgt.-at-Arms Stankus, Clerk of Council Cahill. 

 

Communications 
Council has received the following communications: 

 

The 2000 tax rates from Cuyahoga County Treasurer Rokakis 

A summary of legislation on tonight’s agenda by Law Director Murphy. 

 

Council Minutes 

Councilwoman Miller moved to receive and approve Council Minutes of December 18, 

2000.  Councilman Gallagher seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Administration Reports & Communications 

Mayor Oyaski – Good evening.  As I begin my 24th year of consecutively sitting at 

Council Meetings, I want to wish all of you and your families a very Happy New Year 

and best wishes for a happy and healthy 2001.   

 

Mayor Oyaski presented Res. 1-2001 to Alice Lundskow for her commitment and 

dedication to the Euclid Historical Society. 

 

Mayor Oyaski and Recreation Director DeMinico publicly thanked Recreation 

Commission members Jerry Corbran and Joe Milner.  Their terms came to a conclusion 

at the end of December and the following three individuals were appointed to the 

Recreation Commission.  Ms. Candice Jones, Mr. Hugh Daly and Mr. Jeff Gorski took 

the Oath of Office to the Euclid Recreation Commission. 

 

Reports & Committee Minutes 

Councilwoman Miller moved to receive and approve the Board of Control Minutes of 

12/4/00 & 12/11/00; Utilities Committee Minutes of 12/6/00 and Planning & Zoning 

Minutes of November 21, 2000.  Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail seconded.  Yeas: 

Unanimous. 

 

Lot Split – Shore Center Drive Properties owned by Jameson Properties, L.L.C., 22479 

Shore Center Drive.  Council should approve or overrule Planning & Zoning 

Commission’s approval of the following lot splits: 

1. Parcel #1 about 0.8042 acres at the west end of subject property 

2. Parcel #2 about 1.5502 acres on the west side of subject property 

3. Parcel #3 about 3.6655 acres and entire East end of subject property 

 

Councilwoman McGarry moved to sustain Planning & Zoning Commission’s approval of  

a lot split for Parcel #1.  Councilwoman Valencic seconded. 

Roll Call: Yeas: Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, McGarry, Miller, 

   Valencic, Cervenik 

Approved. 
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Councilwoman McGarry moved to sustain Planning & Zoning Commission’s approval of 

a lot split for Parcel #2.  Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail seconded. 

 

Roll Call: Yeas: Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, McGarry, Miller, 

   Valencic, Cervenik 

Approved. 
 

Councilwoman McGarry moved to sustain Planning & Zoning Commission’s approval of 

a lot split for Parcel #3.  Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail seconded. 

 

Roll Call: Yeas: Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, McGarry, Miller, 

   Valencic, Cervenik 

Approved. 

 

Committee of the Whole 

Councilwoman McGarry moved to go into the Committee of the Whole for Legislative 

Matters Only.  Councilman Gruber seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Mr. John Williams – 22611 Nicholas Ave.  I’m the new President of the Euclid Historical 

Society.  Two weeks ago, I and members of the Society came before you, convince you 

to purchase the Sokell property at 21105 North Street as an annex to the present 

Historical Museum.  At that time I explained some of the reasons we needed this 

property.  I mentioned the fact that a Historical Museum is usually used as a depository 

for artifacts donated by the citizens, businesses, industries and government.  All these 

groups have been quite generous in their donations, especially the City itself.  In fact, just 

a few weeks ago, the Clerk of Council, gave the museum three very large boxes of 

Council notes and minutes.  This is exactly what she was supposed to do since we are 

here, hopefully, as keepers of our past. 

Mr. Williams - The amount of artifacts and paper that we have been collecting is forcing 

us into a corner.  We are simply running out of room.  Another point that should make the 

purchase of the property a priority is the simple fact that it is an historic building.  

According to the Ohio Historic Inventory, this house has been in existence since the mid-

1870’s.  If you look at this, the second paragraph on history and significance, this school 

is shown in the 1874 atlas.  It was also mention by Frances P. Bolton as being one of the 

11 “little red schoolhouses” still extant in 1900 in Euclid Township.  It is located next to 

the old Euclid High School in the former center of town. 

 One of the questions which you may have is, what will the Society do with the 

building.  I called a meeting for the Board of Directors next Tuesday, which we will 

discuss that.  I would like to give you my own opinion as to what we would do with it, or 

at least part of it.   

 If you take the western half of the downstairs, 21103, and turn it into a little red 

schoolhouse, which it was for many, many years.  It is difficult to imagine how the public 

would react.  There are so few of these little red schoolhouses available, I’m convinced it 

would make an excellent draw to that area.  The other half of the downstairs could be 

made over to an 1890’s drawing room.  Just imagine, or visualize, here’s a building built 

in 1874, you walk into the left side and you are back in the 1870’s in a little red 

schoolhouse.  Or, you walk over to the other side, 21105, and you walk into a drawing 

room that you’ve probably seen in your grandmother’s house.   

 Our museum is over 100 years old.  The museum we are in at the present time.  

But it doesn’t look much like an old school house that it was. The annex could be made 

to look as it did 125 years ago.  It doesn’t have to stop with the annex.  The entire block 

could be brought back to look like it did over 100 years ago.  Think what a tourist 

attraction that would make.  I urge you to make very careful consideration about passing 

this piece of legislation tonight.  It is one of the few buildings left of any historic merit.  

If you have any questions, I’ll try to answer them.  We have members of the Board here 

to help me out if I don’t know the answer.   

 

Councilman Flowers moved to rise and report.  Councilman Gallagher seconded.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 
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LEGISLATION 

      Ord. (328-01) Museum Annex 

An ordinance authorizing the Mayor of the City of Euclid to purchase the Museum 

Annex on North Street from Chester Sokell at a cost not to exceed Thirty Eight Thousand 

Dollars ($38,000.00). (Sponsored by Mayor Oyaski & Councilman Cervenik) 

 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail moved for passage, Councilwoman Miller seconded. 

 

Mayor Oyaski – I knew Florence Humphrey for many, many years as a many of us did.  I 

think she is one of Euclid’s all-time great volunteers in the City of Euclid.  Before she 

died, she told me about how extreme the needs of the Historical Society were for 

additional storage space.  Passage of this legislation would allow us to move in that 

direction.  More importantly, it would help the Historical Society in revitalizing that 

entire neighborhood.  In the interest of historic preservation, I think this is a good project. 

Mayor Oyaski - This neighborhood in the 4th ward, can and should be an Ohio City-type 

neighborhood and with the new fire station going on Chardon Road, this building can be 

in the long term, a tremendous asset to the Historical Society and to the City and to this 

particular neighborhood. 

 This Historical Society has been active in Euclid for more than 40 years, wants to 

do for this building and this neighborhood, what the Friends of the Henn House have 

been so successful in doing at the Henn Mansion on Lake Erie.  I’ve met with them more 

than once.  The Building Commissioner is in regular contact with them.  I think they 

understand the task ahead of them and they are working with Penny Riha who is 

knowledgeable in terms of pursuing grants.  It is a very good project and a very important 

neighborhood and I fully support it, Mr. Chairman. 

 

Councilman Gruber – I also would like to have my name put on this legislation.  I can 

only echo sentiments of the Mayor.  They’ve proven to us in the past what they can do.  

They do need the space.  We’ve all been through the buildings and I just urge Council’s 

support on this matter tonight. 

 

Councilman Gallagher – What is the condition of the building right now?   

 

Mayor Oyaski – Mr. Koran negotiated what I feel is a fair price for the property, $38,000.  

That’s less than the appraised value for a duplex in that neighborhood.  Mr. Apanasewicz 

has surveyed it.  There are actually two structures on the property, one to the rear, which I 

think is in poor condition and should be removed.  The other building Mr. Apanasewicz 

has indicated a number of requirements that need to be directed before it can be used for  

a public assembly.  It is a building that’s 100 years old and it has been used as a boarding 

house and it is worth less than $40,000.  It does need a lot of work.  Mr. Apanasewicz, if 

you want to summarize your findings. 

 

Commissioner Apanasewicz – That’s an accurate summation of the condition of the 

building.  It does need extensive work, especially for the new use.  I think the exterior 

facade of the building is sound.  Renovations take a period of time, it is a feasible project. 

 

President Cervenik – A dollar figure as to what it would take before the public would be 

allowed to use the building.  Before you would issue an occupancy permit. 

 

Commissioner Apanasewicz – You can issue partial certificates of occupancy on parts of 

the building.  I estimated the renovation of the building would cost $140,000 over 

complete renovation.  However, that takes into account, such things as new windows, 

new mechanical and new sub-structure of the building.  Those things don’t necessarily 

have to be done all at one time.  It can be over a period of years, similar to what we have 

done in the Henn Mansion.  The Henn Mansion doesn’t have a total certificate of 

occupancy, only part of the structure is permitted to be used by the public.  Some of this 

structure could be used in the same way. 

 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail – Will the City be helping to fix this building at all?  Or 

will it be completely the responsibility of the Historical Society? 
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Mayor Oyaski – I don’t know if you saw in the Plain Dealer over the weekend, but the 

State Senator from Solon was able to obtain $675,000 from the State Capital 

Improvement Budget to assist in the renovation of the Old Solon City Hall into a civic 

center.  That building is slightly larger than the Henn Mansion.  We want to continue to 

pursue state capital improvement money.  You may recall that when we first broached 

this subject, we were asking Representative Smith for her assistance in obtaining state 

capital improvement money and she was unsuccessful, although we do appreciate her 

efforts in that regard.  We want to continue to pursue state capital improvement funding.  

We want to work with the Historical Society, their endowment funds and their 

fundraising efforts, very much like we have with the Friends of the Henn House. 

 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail – My concern is that we haven’t resolved Shore, we 

have space at Old City Hall, the Henn Mansion, we are still working on.  I’m supportive 

of this project, but I don’t want to defuse our efforts in other areas either.  Certainly, it 

makes sense to be next door to the museum.  It is an historic building and I have 

supported projects such as this.  I will support this, but I would like to if the Friends of 

the Henn came forward with a plan before we really were involved to much, to heavily, if 

I’m not mistaken.   

 

Mayor Oyaski – The Historical Society itself will be every bit as responsive and as 

comprehensive in their efforts as the Friends of the Henn.  The reason we bring this 

forward to you tonight is that since we were unsuccessful in obtaining the state capital 

improvement budget, the owner of the property has kept it off the market and has made it 

available to us at a reduced price.  It is important that we make a decision on acquisition 

because its been held off the market for us to consider for several months now, close to 9.   

can assure you that I will work personally with the Historical Society and the Building 

Commissioner to develop a plan, every bit as comprehensive as what we’ve done with 

the Friends of the Henn. We will not allow this to disperse our efforts from all the many 

wonderful projects that are currently under consideration. 

 

Councilwoman McGarry – My question had to do with the help the Historical Society 

and a plan.  The Mayor has just answered that and I’m sure the members of the Historical 

Society would adhere to that as far as a good plan goes, pro-bono work and all that good 

stuff so we can have a gorgeous building.  I’m satisfied.  

 

Councilwoman Miller – Do you think it would be advisable for us to wait until our next 

Council meeting so they can come back and report from the Board meeting.  You 

mentioned you will have a Board meeting next week? 

 

Councilwoman Miller moved to suspend the rules, Councilwoman McGarry seconded.  

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Mr. Williams – I’ve asked the Board to meet next Tuesday for the simple purpose of 

deciding what exactly we want to do with the building so that we can give you an idea of 

what we plan to do.  I gave you my own opinion as to what I would like to see done to it, 

but there are 12 board members and they may all have different ideas, each one.   

 

President Cervenik – Is part of your meeting going to be determining what the Historical 

Society is going to be able to fund?   

 

Mr. Williams – Yes. 

 

President Cervenik – I think that is what Councilwoman Miller is looking for.  To have 

some type of written plan, so we don’t get ourselves in a jam where we own a $38,000 

home that needs $140,000 worth of work.  That’s Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail’s 

concern too.   

 

Councilwoman Valencic – I, too, would like to see a plan brought before us from the 

Historical Society.  I would like to see a plan placed in front of us before we go ahead 

and place a vote. 
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Mayor Oyaski -  All we are voting on tonight is an opportunity to close the acquisition 

with the current owner.  If and when we want to lease it to the Historical Society, at that 

time, the Council can write the lease and consider the plan and incorporate it as it sees fit.  

We do have a lease with the Historical Society for the City owned museum right now.  

What we are going is approving the concept and the council will have every opportunity 

to approve the lease with whatever plan the Council and the Historical Society agree with 

at that time.  We are not approving a lease with the Historical Society or a plan with the 

Historical Society tonight.  We are only closing the acquisition with the owner who has 

been waiting for 9 months. 

 

President Cervenik – With the condition the building is in and I know how you have to 

have a housing inspection before he can sell it to anyone else, a couple of weeks is not 

going to make that much of a difference.  I don’t think anybody is knocking on the door, 

Eric’s crew would have to go in there and do a point-of-sale inspection.  I imagine that is 

going to be rather lengthy. 

 

Mayor Oyaski – Whenever the Council deems to approve this, the sooner the better, but 

if Council wants to have a plan submitted by the Historical Society, that’s absolutely fine 

with me. 

 

Councilman Gruber – I would like to pledge to work with the Historical Society and 

come up with a plan and when we are ready, we’ll bring it back to Council if that is what 

Council sees fit. 

 

President Cervenik – Would you like to move it into a Committee and they can actually 

come and discuss their plan after their meeting and bring it to a subsequent Council 

Meeting after the Committee meeting? 

 

Councilman Gruber – If it doesn’t get put off to long. 

 

President Cervenik – We’ve got a pretty open schedule in January. 

 

Councilman Gruber moved Ord. (328-01) to the City Growth Committee.  

Councilwoman Valencic seconded.          

Roll Call: Yeas: Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, McGarry, Miller, 

   Valencic, Cervenik 

Into City Growth Committee. 

 

President Cervenik – We will schedule a meeting subsequent to their Board Meeting and 

sometime in January so we can act the first meeting in February. 

 

Councilman Gallagher – I just want to make sure that the Historical Society and Mr. 

Apanasewicz are on the same page as to what the city’s expectations are as to repairs and 

renovations and the Historical Society knows that. 

 

President Cervenik – I would like Mr. DiNero’s department put down what they are 

going to be responsible for.  I’m sure the city, as owner of the building, is going to 

responsible for some of those repairs.  It would be nice for Council to know what we are 

going to do and approximate cost estimate. 

 

Mr. Williams – In 1976 you purchased the old school which is now the museum.  It took 

approximately 8 years before it was opened as a museum.  We are not in a tremendously 

big hurry to open the annex to the public.  We would like to take our time and do what is 

absolutely necessary to bring it up to code.  If it takes 3-5 years, there’s no problem.   

 

President Cervenik – We just want to make sure that we know what we are getting into 

and the cost basis on our end also because we’ve been in that position before and its not a 

real good position to be in.  That item has been moved to committee. 
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     Ord. 3-2001 (330a-01) Demolition Recher Ave. 

An ordinance authorizing the Director of Community Services and Economic 

Development of the City of Euclid to solicit proposals and to enter into a contract for the 

public purpose of eliminating a blighting influence in the neighborhood, at 21041 Recher 

Avenue, Euclid, Ohio 44119 (Permanent Parcel No. 641-25-067).  (Sponsored by 

Councilwoman Valencic by request of CS&ED Director) 

 

Councilwoman Valencic moved for passage, Councilman Flowers seconded. 

 

Commissioner Apanasewicz – This ordinance gives us authority to solicit proposals to 

demolish the condemned house at 21041 Recher Ave.  I estimate the cost to be between 

$5,000-$8,000.  The costs will be billed to the owner and assessed to the property if it is 

unpaid.  The estimated, pending any legal challenge by the end of February.  If there are 

any questions, I’ll be happy to answer them. 

 

Director Balazs – We have a fund charge here for the capital improvement fund.  I would 

like to recommend a change to the general fund.  We will proceed if this passes with the 

assessment, if that’s necessary, the money will be returned to the General fund. 

 

Councilman Flowers moved to amend to the General Fund.  Councilman Gruber 

seconded.   

Roll Call: Yeas: Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, McGarry, Miller, 

   Valencic, Cervenik 

Amended. 

 

Councilwoman McGarry moved to close debate, Councilman Valencic seconded.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

 

Councilman Flowers moved to suspend the rules, Councilman Gallagher seconded. 

Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Roll Call: Yeas: Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, McGarry, Miller, 

   Valencic, Cervenik 

Passed. 

 

  Ord. 4-2001 (332-01) CRIS 

An ordinance authorizing the Mayor, as Ex-Officio Director of Public Safety of the City 

of Euclid to renew an agreement by and between the Cuyahoga Board of County 

Commissioners and the City of Euclid for participation in the Cuyahoga Regional 

Information System (hereafter known as "CRIS") for the year 2001 for use in the Police 

Department, Prosecutor's Office, Law Department and Euclid Municipal Court.  

(Sponsored by Councilwoman Miller by request of Police Chief) 

 

Councilwoman Miller moved for passage, Councilman Flowers seconded. 

 

Chief Maine – For a number of years now the city has entered into a contract between the 

County and the city which enables the police department and a number of other various 

city entities to access the Cuyahoga Regional Information System.  This is a the 

backbone of our Police Department, our records are entered.  It allows the Probation 

Department and the Law Department to make certain inquiries and enable them to do 

their business.  It also allows the Court to enter into a contract with CRIS to input 

information.  CRIS is continuing to expand.  They have a very broad dream of what they 

eventually will be.  They are well on their way of getting there.   

 Last year this contract cost $31,500.  They had about a 3% increase and we’ve 

estimated this will cost us about $33,000 for 2001.  It is a very good investment.  I don’t 

know how we would be able to do our job as a law enforcement community, or the Court, 

if we didn’t have this contract.  I’m hoping this will pass this evening. 

 

Councilman Gruber moved to close debate, Councilwoman Miller seconded.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 
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Councilwoman Valencic moved to suspend the rules, Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail 

seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

Roll Call: Yeas: Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, McGarry, Miller, 

   Valencic, Cervenik 

Passed. 

  Res. 5-2001 (331-01) Clean Water Plan 

A resolution of support of the Northeast Ohio Areawide Coordinating Agency (NOACA) 

for the Adoption of Clean Water 2000 Plan. (Sponsored by Mayor Oyaski) 

 

Councilman Gruber moved for passage, Councilman Gallagher seconded. 

 

Asst. Director Gulich – Clean Water 2000 is the first comprehensive update of the 

regional water plan in over 20 years.  Governor Taft has given NOACA the authority to 

draft this comprehensive measure which addresses a number of water quality topics in the 

northeast Ohio area.  What does this mean for the City of Euclid?  It means a number of 

different things to different communities.  The City of Euclid has a permit with EPA to 

discharge to Lake Erie, NPDES permit.  We are in full compliance with that permit.  Last 

year was our first full year of compliance and basically by and large, we are already 

complying with the 2000 plan.  Different communities that are still under development 

need to take a close look at their future development plans.  But, as far as the City of 

Euclid is concerned, by and large, we are in compliance with this plan and we plan to 

continue to be in compliance. 

 

Councilman Gallagher moved to close debate, Councilman Flowers seconded.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

Roll Call: Yeas: Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, McGarry, Miller, 

   Valencic, Cervenik 

Passed. 

CEREMONIAL RESOLUTIONS 

   Res. 1-2001 Alice Lundskow 

A resolution honoring Alice Nicoll Lundskow for her commitment and dedication to the 

Euclid Historical Society.  (Sponsored by Mayor Oyaski and the entire Council) 

   Res. 2-001 John Piskur 

A resolution of appreciation to John R. Piskur upon his retirement from East 200th 

Hardware.  (Sponsored by Mayor Oyaski and the entire Council) 

 

Councilwoman Miller moved for passage, Councilwoman Valencic seconded. 

Roll Call: Yeas: Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, McGarry, Miller, 

   Valencic, Cervenik 

Passed. 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

Councilman Flowers moved to go into the Committee of the Whole.  Councilman 

Gallagher seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Mr. Mike DiDomenico – 24770 Farringdon Ave.  I’m hear again to address the Erwine 

housing project.  I have another 25 signatures from people who don’t want this done.  

The total is now over 100 and I’m going to submit this for the record. 

 Every time the administration makes a comment about Erwine, there’s always a 

reference to Wells Court.  Just a point, that project was begun 9 years ago.  The income 

tax rate back then was only 2%.  We voted in 1994 to raise it to its present 2.85%.  I 

looked at home sales at Wells and found that 5 of the 16 houses have already changed 

hands.  That’s a 30% turnover rate.  I thought the idea of building was to retain residents. 

 A more recent single family housing development is located at E. 256 and 

Edgecliff, on Edgecliff north or Lake Shore Blvd.  There is 11 lots and houses that was 

begun 5 years ago.  As of December 23rd, there are still 6 lots that are not yet owner 

occupied.  That would be 55% of the project is still not owner occupied.  I have two ads 

for houses for sale here and in both of them they indicate a 7 year tax abatement that the 

city is giving to try and get people to move in here.  Doesn’t seem like it is real successful 

if you have to give tax abatement and then the one lot that is for sale, a Realtor told me 

that if I bought it and built a house, I can get up to $10,000 rebate for construction of a 

home there.  Why do you keep pursuing this Erwine idea? 
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Mr. DiDomenico - The city always claims Erwine’s a valueless piece of property, 

building houses there will bring in tax dollars.  If the only goal is tax revenue, why don’t 

you just build houses at Sims Park, Memorial Park, Willow Park, Hillandale and every 

other city park.   

 I noted in the Russell Erwine Alternative Development Analysis report, that under 

the heading, estimated property tax revenue, it appears that 100% of the tax revenue 

would be income for the city.  That’s a little bit confusing because actually less than 20% 

of the property tax goes into the city coffers.  If you have to give tax abatement like they 

are doing on Edgecliff, you won’t get anything. 

 I implore you to consider the value of that the property currently provides as a 

recreation area.  An article in the December 27th Sun Journal, speaks directly to the 

quality of life that greenspace and recreation areas provide to a city.  In a December 20th 

article in the Plain Dealer, the Mayor acknowledges that the additional houses would 

have only minor effect on the city.   

 Why not do something positive with the money?  You are going to spend over a 

million bucks.  Building a senior citizen center, although not at Sims Park, would be a 

better idea.  Lakefront development would be a better idea.  Shore Cultural Centre 

remodeling; Euclid Ave. redevelopment.  These are all projects that would greatly benefit 

our community.  Any of those would be better than building houses that over 100 people 

are telling you they don’t want in our neighborhood.  Thank you. 

 

Mr. Jack Fraier – 235 Greenbriar Court.  We are starting a new year.  I still have 

lakefront development on my mind.  It is time for some new ideas.  By the way, we often 

overlook the south-end of the city where there’s a real asset overlooked.   

 I live in the forest primeval where we have murmuring vines and hemlocks.  We 

look out our windows and we see willows whiten, aspens quiver, we see the deer and the 

antelope play.  But still the lakefront is something we should be developing. 

 One of the problems we’ve had is that we have been strangled and anchored by 

this plan for a breakwall and a marina.  Scrap the idea, get rid of it.  What else could be 

done instead of a marina?  Well awhile back, a suggestion was made to put a boardwalk.  

Imagine, a 4 mile boardwalk from 185th all the way to the Willowick line.  What other 

city along the lake would have anything like that?  Yes, we could make it out of plastic 

instead of wood.  When we tear down Shore, we could use part of that as the foundation 

for a boardwalk. 

 #2, down at the E. 9th Street pier, there’s a lake freighter, the W.G. Mather.  We 

won’t be seeing any of those any more on Lake Erie.  Mayor Michael White of Cleveland 

wants to see that removed from the 9th Street pier.  I think he’s got a good argument.  

That place down there has become so cluttered with attractions, that it is almost like a 

circus sideshow.  Bring the William G. Mather to Euclid.  In addition, there used to be 4 

Hewlitt unloaders, magnificent structures.  Like giant dinosaurs.  They’ve been 

demolished.  Three were demolished, sold for scrap, one was disassembled and it can be 

re-assembled.  Put that along side the William G. Mather, we’ll have something that will 

attract tourists to Euclid.  People coming off I-90, from the north, south, east and 

elsewhere.  That will bring a considerable amount of attention to this city. 

 Finally, another idea.  Back about 25 years ago, perhaps the best idea of all came 

through when Jim Rhodes was Governor, he came up with an idea to build a bridge to 

Canada.  It is rare that a republican comes up with a good idea, but that was one.  This 

bridge, why not start it at the end of E. 222 Street, with a ramp to zoom over our Waste 

Water Treatment Plant and then onto the bridge and onto Ontario.  Of course, please 

make the bridge 4 lanes, not 3 lanes.   

 Are those the only ideas?  No.  There can be others.  Let’s start thinking of the 

future of the lake without a marina, without a breakwall.  Perhaps we can even have a 

little ceremony sometime on a cold day.  Gather up the Danter reports, gather up the 

Observer, gather up a lot of these other statistics, and let’s burn them.  Scoop up the ashes 

and cast them into Lake Erie and hope that the whole idea of a marina and breakwall will 

disappear from our minds.  Thank you. 

 

Mrs. Penny Riha – 1515 E. 195.  I would like to talk about the Historical Society issue.  

The expansion of the Historical Society is very important.  Redevelopment of Euclid is a 

process and it needs to include the entire city.  Our town without a historical society 

would be like a family without grandparents. 
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Mrs. Riha - Although many people in this day and age aren’t aware of history and the 

importance of it, there are a few of us who are, and would like very much to get younger 

people involved in the school system.  

 We have a nice end of town, a historical end of town.  We have people interested 

in that side of town and we should put a little focus on that side of town.  People work 

very hard to get the fire station and the monument.  You have a lot of interest people 

willing to volunteer.  As far as having a written plan, so far the Historical Society doesn’t 

really have a written plan, because they don’t know if they are going to have a building.   

They have a lot of commitment, they have a lot of good ideas, and they are busy 

recruiting new people.  I don’t think the Friends of the Henn Mansion had everything 

written down when they came forward and got involved in that place.  I don’t know how 

long it took to get the number of volunteers that they have and the number of programs 

they have.  I personally think that expanding the Historical Society is a real boom to this 

city and can help reinvent Euclid and give us a draw.  There’s a lot of exciting things 

there.  We have a lot of history.  I would like to point out for anybody who is interested in 

history, the little town of Jefferson, which is to the east of here, has a population of 3,000 

people.  It took them 20 years but they reinvented 7 buildings and put in hundreds of 

thousands of dollars and hundreds of thousands of hours.  My thoughts are if they can do 

it with 3,000, what’s the possibility of Euclid and if there isn’t options for all different 

kinds of people, we are not going to grow.  Recreation is wonderful.  There’s a lot of 

good things going on in Euclid.  I’m just asking you to consider that this little piece of 

property really deserves a little bit of attention.  Thank you. 

 

Mr. Jerry Corbran – 24250 Maplewood Dr.  I want to congratulate Hank Gulich, one of 

the finest public servants I’ve ever known, to his appointment as Service Director.  This 

afternoon I had a call from Kory Koran and I thank him for that.  We cleared up several 

things but there are a lot left hanging.  One thing came up in this discussion, how are you 

going to pay for a marina?  It is really not a marina that I want.  It’s lakefront renewal.  

The marina will be paid for by tax increment financing established by Council in 1994.  

The key element in that was the conversion of the Americana.  It alone will pay for a 

small marina.  You’ll have to seek grants for a larger marina and promote the lakefront 

development to get anything larger.   

 I’m going to say this as clearly as I possibly can.  If you cannot sell the 

conversion of the Americana, we don’t want a marina.  Lakefront development itself 

must be aggressively pursued.  Thank you. 

 

Councilman Flowers moved to rise and report, Councilman Gruber seconded.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

Councilmen’s Comments 

Councilman Flowers – Mr. Balazs, I was looking at the income tax receipts.  I noticed a 

drop off in the month of December.  Was that expected?  Was there less fiscal weeks in 

December than the previous years?  Is there an explanation? 

 

Director Balazs – I did mention at the last Council Meeting that we do have a net profit 

reimbursement that we have to make back to a corporation.  On the net profits to the City 

of Euclid they had estimated and overpaid, that was $170,000 reimbursement back to a 

corporation.  I had it checked out by our delinquency program, Oscar Knicely, and he 

confirmed that’s an accurate amount.  If that reimbursement hadn’t been made in 

December, I believe we would have reached our goal for the year 2000.  It was basically 

the net profits reimbursement that appear in December.   

 

Councilman Flowers – Still even with $170,000, there’s still $330,000 less. 

 

Director Balazs – We were off slightly, Councilman Flowers, in my projection at the 

beginning of the year, based on the performance of the prior year I thought we would be 

down a half a million.  That did not come true luckily for the City of Euclid.  We did 

show a growth in the city income tax in the year 2000.  We were still down about 

$130,000.  We made progress in the year 2000 and hopefully the growth pattern keeps up 

with the industry in the City of Euclid. 

 

Councilman Flowers – You were pretty much expecting it to drop off a little bit? 
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Director Balazs – I thought it would drop off more.  I brought that up with Councilman 

Cervenik and myself, month by month we follow the income tax pretty much closely 

throughout the year and watch it carefully.  He was very optimistic on it and his forecast 

came true.  Hopefully the projection for the year 2001 will be optimistic.  We will be 

watching the corporations and their movement and the collection of the city income taxes 

and in the year 2001 we will be reporting monthly. 

 

President Cervenik – You can also note that in November, we were up almost $340,000 

over the year before.  The way CCA system works is strictly cash basis.  A lot of times if 

a month ends on a weekend, the taxpayers aren’t remitting their money until after that. 

 

Councilman Flowers – That’s what I thought and that’s why I asked if there was more 

fiscal weeks in December.   

 

President Cervenik – Usually it is once a month, normally the pay is given on the 20th.  

Withholding tax is generally paid by corporations on the 20th, at the end of each quarter, 

the smaller tax payers pay once a quarter, so they are paid by the of January.  But, we 

were up considerably in the month of November so it worked itself out.  For the year, our 

budget predicted a $500,000 drop off from the previous year.  We are only down about 

$130,000, so all in all we did better than projections. 

 

Councilman Flowers – It’s still pretty scary to see the last 3 years continuing to decrease.   

 

Director Balazs – We will be watching it closely in the year 2001. 

 

Councilman Gruber – I would just like to add my congratulations to Alice Lundskow, 

long time neighbor and a wonderful person to have in the City of Euclid.  Thank you 

Alice for a job well done. 

 

President Cervenik – We would have to give her a 3 page Resolution to include 

everything that she’s done in her lifetime for the City of Euclid.   

 

Councilwoman McGarry – I would just like to comment on the Brogan’s Pub and Eatery 

and the quality of the work that is being done there.  I think it is going to be a very nice 

asset to the city. 

 

President Cervenik – It looks quite a bit different at 321 Babbitt Road.  They’ve had the 

workers there for 2 months and it no longer looks like the Rustler’s Steak House.  It is an 

Irish Pub and it will be opening very soon with meals and a family restaurant.  It should 

be a nice addition to downtown. 

 

Councilwoman Valencic – This comment is noted for NationsWaste and I want to send a 

thank you to Mr. Barwick for vacating the transfer pad and doing so in a gracious manner 

and following up with a letter to Council on December 18th.  Thank you. 

 

Mayor Oyaski – I do want to note that our gentleman that has been coming to the Council 

Meetings for 15 years who was under the weather there for a little while has returned and 

is among us again.  That’s Jeff Piorkowski from the Sun Journal.  We welcome and are 

happy to have Jeff back in his regular seat.  Welcome back Jeff. 

 

Adjournment 

Councilman Flowers moved to adjourn.  Councilman Gruber seconded.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

 

Attest: 

 

 

 

____________________________ ___________________________ 

Clerk of Council  President of Council 

 

 



Council Minutes 

January 2, 2001 

Page 11 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


