
COUNCIL MINUTES 

MARCH 19, 2001 

 

The regular Council Meeting was held on Monday, March 19, 2001 at 7 PM in the Euclid City Hall 

Council Chamber.  President Cervenik presided. 

 

There was a moment of silence in memory of Joe Farrell who past away four years ago. 

 

Members Present: Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller, 

   Cervenik 

 Excused: Valencic 

 

Councilwoman Miller moved to excuse Councilwoman Valencic.  Councilman Korosec seconded.  

Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Others Present: Mayor Oyaski, Service Director Gulich, Finance Director Balazs, Law Director 

Murphy, CS&ED Director Koran, Administrative Director Johnson, Parks & 

Recreation Director DeMinico, Fire Chief Dworning, Police Chief Maine, 

Executive Officer Repicky, Asst. Service Director Driscoll, Zoning 

Commissioner Hayes, Housing Manager Tollerup, Sgt.-at-Arms Stankus, 

 Clerk of Council Cahill. 

 

Liquor Permits 

Councilwoman McGarry moved to receive and approve without objection a new C1, C2 liquor permit 

to Tops Markets LLC, Babbitt Road and Shore Center Drive.  Councilman Gallagher seconded.  Roll 

Call:  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

COMMUNICATIONS 

A Resolution from Greater Cleveland Suburban Council Association commending member cities 

Clerks of Councils. 

A letter of support for the new senior center from Main Street Connections and 

the Irish American Club. 

A resolution from the City of North Royalton urging the President and Congress to enact measures and 

respond to the crisis facing the domestic steel industry. 

A summary of legislation on tonight’s agenda by Law Director Murphy. 

 

COUNCIL MINUTES 

Councilwoman Miller moved to receive and approve the Council Minutes of March 5, 2001.  

Councilman Korosec seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

ADMINISTRATION REPORTS & COMMUNICATIONS 

A presentation was given by the UpStage Players from their upcoming performance on April 6, 7 & 8. 

 

Director Koran – On Saturday the results were posted for the City of Euclid’s year 2000 census 

population.  You have heard me mention several times, this number was very important to the City of 

Euclid.  Our final number for the year 2000 was 52,717 persons residing in the community. 

 The importance of this number cannot be understated.  Our population reached a peak of over 

70,000.  In 1980 it was a little under 60,000.  In 1990 it was 55,000.  Clearly all the indicators pointed 

to us being below 50,000 people for the year 2000 census.  If that would have occurred the City was 

likely to lose its entitlement status as a block grant community, which currently equates to about $1.3 

million a year that we receive in block grant money alone.  Plus, $200,000 we received for HOME 

dollars.  So a total of $1.5 million we receive every year because of our population being over 50,000. 

 We knew this number was going to be very significant and really for the past 2 ½ to 3 years 

we’ve all chipped in and worked very hard to try and get the word out that the importance of filling out 

the census forms is key to this community.  I wanted to talk about the numbers that are in, we are very 

happy that they are over 52,000.  I wanted to thank Bob Gliha and Chuck Comiskey who worked very 

hard on this campaign for the past 2 ½ years.  The campaign started in 1998.  We had to update all our 

address maps, review all new construction that occurred.  Bob Apanasewicz and John Hayes also 

contributed to this effort 2 ½ years ago. We joined in the How America Knows What America Needs 

campaign to spread the word about the importance of this campaign.  Over 1500 posters were 

distributed throughout the community. Gary DeWine passed out posters to all the commercial 

enterprises in Euclid.  Erik Tollerup and his inspectors worked with all the apartment complexes, all 

the owners to spread the word about the importance of the census. Margaret Hastert worked hard with 

both senior centers spreading the word.   
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Director Koran - The hospital kicked in.  Ellen Ivory, who is here today, I wanted to mention her 

name, she was instrumental in getting information to all the churches, the ISAC membership and all 

other churches in the community.  Spreading the word, information was put in the bulletins for a full 

month before the actual mail-in occurred.  Ellen Ivory was instrumental in that.  Also Channel 51, Jack 

Johnson, the entire staff, we made sure that this was always in front of the public.  

 We also joined the census in the Because You Count program where we actually worked with 

the local census employees who canvass the community.  More promotion was conducted with Bob 

and Chuck leading the way.  There was a three week glitch of all the apartment complexes in the City 

of Euclid prior to the actual census.  Pat Suhadolsky, who is also in the crowd today, worked very hard 

with our department, distributing information to Willo Arms, Richmond Garden, Americana, 

Watergate, Horizon House.  After this three week glitch, it became clear that we were going to get a 

very high count.  You can tell by my speech that I was very pleased that the number came in over 

50,000.  It means a lot of money for the future for the City of Euclid and also we do not have to fight 

with the census bureau if the number would have been below 50,000.   

We were taking this very serious.  The Mayor and I have already met with our Congressional 

representatives about this information.  We had a letter ready to go out this morning, if the number 

would be below 50,000.  I’m happy to report that its over 52,000 and we won’t have to worry about the 

census for another 10 years. 

 

Mayor Oyaski – I also want to add my words of gratitude to everyone, not just the city employees, but 

the volunteers in the community and all residents that stood up on April 1, 2000 and were counted. 

 

Director DeMinico – This Sunday, March 25th, 1:00-3:00 will be our third and final polka dance at the 

Shore Cultural Centre.  They’ve been very well received.  It is a free event.  The Grand Avenue Band 

will be playing and it is free. 

 Tomorrow morning, the sun is going to come out, it is going to be about 50 degrees and 

Briardale Greens will be open for business for the 2001 golf season. Thank you. 

 

Chief Maine and Mayor Oyaski swore in 4 new members of the Euclid Auxiliary Police Department. 

 

Mayor Oyaski, Chief Maine and  Captain Doles presented the following awards for 2000: 

 Citizen Award to Joseph Cirino and Larry Cole (not present). 

 Employee Award to Rita Kraft, School Crossing Guard.   

 Officer James Goodwin received the Officer’s Merit of Achievement Award. 

 Officer Kevin Kelly received the Injury on Duty and Educational Achievement Award. 

 Officer Joel Barron received the Meritorious Service Award. 

 Officer Kurt Eyman received the Meritorious Service Award. 

 Mike Norton received Employee of the Year Award 

 Patrolman Steve Haydk received Officer of the Year Award. 

 

Chief Maine – Effective April 1st, for 10 weeks, I’ve had the opportunity to be selected to go to the FBI 

National Academy.  It is an honor that not a whole lot of people are bestowed.  I’m lucky to be sitting 

next to someone who has already been through that academy, Captain Repicky, which is why I feel 

very comfortable in leaving the Police Department in his capable hands while I’m gone. He and the 

rest of the staff will be taking care of the day-to-day operations. 

 Because of modern day communications capabilities, I’ll be in contact through pagers and 

phone calls and that sort of thing.  I want everybody to be assured that it will be operations as normal 

for the most part while I’m gone.  Please don’t hesitate to call him, as you would call me.  I promise 

we will keep him nailed to his seat and he will be in his office and you’ll be able to find him.  I’ll be 

making a couple of trips home on weekends, but I won’t be here until probably the last Council 

Meeting in June.  Thank you. 

 

REPORTS & COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Councilwoman Miller moved to receive the Police report of January, 2001; Fire Report of February, 

2001; Humane Officer’s Report of February, 2001; Finance Committee Minutes of February 26 & 28, 

2001; Board of Control Minutes of 2/20/01; 2/26/01 & 3/5/01.  Councilman Gruber seconded.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

LOT SPLIT 

Cleveland Plastic Fabricators 25861 Tungsten Rd. – Planning & Zoning Commission approved 

(March 14, 2001) to: 

Rescind approval of lot split for .2744 acres from the City of Euclid Park Property.  

Approval of lot split of approximately .3010 acres from the City of Euclid Park Property. 
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Commissioner Hayes – At the August 15th, Planning & Zoning Commission, Mr. Opalich, who owns 

the Cleveland Plastics came to us requesting a lot split.  That was also City of Euclid administration 

requesting the lot split also.  The lot split would allow the City of Euclid to sell a small portion of the 

park on Tungsten Road to Mr. Opalich and that would allow him to expand his business there in the 

City of Euclid on the corner.  When we got the final legal descriptions for that lot split, we found the 

legal descriptions were not consistent with the ones that were approved.  We reviewed them and 

checked them to make sure the new legal description and lot split plat were correct.  Once we 

determined they were exactly what the City and Mr. Opalich had planned on doing originally, we sent 

this back to Planning & Zoning to correct that.  Planning & Zoning did that on March 14th, this past 

Wednesday.  It will allow the City to continue the process of being able to sell the property to Mr. 

Opalich and the City agreed upon to them and he would then be allowed to expand his business. 

We need Council to confirm that and this is what is before you this evening. 

 

Councilman Flowers – For the audience, this was discussed a couple of months back and it is more of a 

clerical error, paperwork here now, right? 

 

Commissioner Hayes – Yes, Councilman, that’s exactly what it was.  It was completely discussed.  It 

is a very small portion of the park on Tungsten Road.  It was discussed at Planning & Zoning and 

Council and this is just clarifying what was supposed to be sold. 

 

Councilman Flowers moved to rescind the approval for .2744 acres.  Councilman Gallagher seconded. 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller, Cervenik. 

Approved. 

 

Councilman Flowers moved to approve the lot split of approximately .3010 acres.  Councilwoman 

Holzheimer Gail seconded. 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller, Cervenik. 

Approved. 

 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

Councilman Gallagher moved to go into the Committee of the Whole for Legislative Matters Only.  

Councilman Korosec seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Mrs. Madeline Scarniench – 1511 E. 221.  I’ve got a couple of concerns about the budget.  I would like 

to congratulate the Mayor and the Administration, they did a fine job of cutting where things needed to 

be cut.  I do have some questions about a few things.  Page 22, the Crime Control.  $170,000 has been 

cut from salaries and wages.  I kind of figure that means we are not going to hire any police officers to 

replace the retiring ones this year.  I really have a concern about that.  One of the things that everybody 

talks about is how much time it takes to get a response.  This is going to cut our response time down 

even more.  I hope you will consider changing this in the very near future. 

 Page 25, the Weed & Seed, 2161, I’m confused.  The budget was $30,000 for overtime and 

now it is $9,000.  How do we justify changing federal programs?  That’s federal money that is given to 

us for certain things, so how do we allow to cut that?  If someone could explain that to me. 

 Page 34, the very first meeting, Director DeMinico said if he did not hire a horticulturist and 

did not hire the part-time person for the Henn House, he could save $41,000.  When every budget 

changed last week for the final time, that number never changed in that department.  I assume that 

means he could technically go and hire that horticulturist and the part-time person for the Henn House.  

What does that say for our police department? 

 On page 74, which totally confuses me.  During the regular portion when Director Johnson 

spoke about his budget, on page 47, he explained $60,000 for the linear editing machine and part of it 

was paid for already and some of it was encumbered.  I don’t understand why we’ve got $60,000 to 

buy another machine on page 74.  That doesn’t make any sense to me.  We don’t need two machines, 

we only need one machine.  That I believe is a mistake and hopefully at $60,000 we are trying to save 

every penny we can and I hope you will correct that before you approve this budget. 

 

President Cervenik – Page 74 is different.  That’s listed in other funds, but the Community Television 

is not quote “another fund”, it is not an enterprise fund.  The purchases are actually included on the 

transfer that we’re putting in from General Fund.  There are a number of items that you mentioned 

tonight to correct; the budget right now puts us at $36 million with income being $35.5.  There’s going 

to be a number of adjustments and corrections made to the budget we have this evening and we will be 

discussing that and having a full hearing in May.  Bottom lines are going to be staying the same, but 

there will be some give and take between departments.  That will be handled in May.  The important 

thing now is to get our bottom settled and we’ve worked to get it to $36 million in total expenditures.  
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President Cervenik - We firmly believe the expenditures will be even less than that.  We will have 

another working session in May. 

 

LEGISLATION 

 

      Ord. 40-2001 (270-00) Rezoning 614 E. 200 

An ordinance rezoning 614 E. 200 St., P.P. #641-15-038, from U4 to U2 use district and further 

amending Ord. No. 2812.  (Sponsored by Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail by request of the Building 

Commissioner) (Recommended for passage by the Planning & Zoning Commission) 

 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail moved for passage, Councilman Korosec seconded. 

 

Commissioner Hayes – You may remember back in 1998 Council was asked to approve a Use District 

Exception for this property, to allow a U-2 use in a U-4 zoning district.  The property was changed and 

altered to be consistent with that.  At that time there was a small office allowed along with the Use 

District, for the first floor suite.  Since that time in January, 2000 the owner of the property came back 

and requested that he be allowed to change the entire unit to strictly residential use.  That was granted.  

He was granted building permits and that was done.  Since that time, this property has been used for 

residential use, two-family, one up and one down.  They since have come back again and asked for 

another building permit to continue that use and alter some things inside.   

 The Building Commissioner and myself both felt the property should be zoned for what it is 

being used for and that is two-family.  The building code as it stands today would make this extremely 

difficult as to use as any other use other than two-family, or for a multiple-type use like residential and 

commercial at the same time.  Therefore this building as it stands, should be rezoned two-family.   

 We sent this to Planning & Zoning Commission explaining this to them. They felt this was 

consistent with things that we’ve been doing in the city, trying to get the zoning upgraded and 

consistent with what’s there.  We would ask the Council go along and approve this at this time.  If you 

have any questions, I’ll be more than happy to answer them.   

 

Councilman Flowers – This has been a two-family and it has been in the process of going that way?  It 

was just a use district?  It was approved as a use district and that’s why they were able to have this.  

I’m concerned if we are not making sure we are watching our housing code.  This is strictly because of 

the use district, that it happened to fall in.  We don’t have any other of these properties out there, that 

aren’t zoned residential or retail and wholesale and some are using it as housing, do we? 

 

Commissioner Hayes – Yes, this property in particular has been used for two-family for some time.  

Even before they came in .... 

 

Councilman Flowers – Do we have any others like this out there?  I hope not. 

 

Commissioner Hayes – One of the things I was going to tell you is that I would anticipate in the future 

you will be seeing some more of these.  There are a few properties that are being used that aren’t in the 

zoning district that they actually should be used.  We’re going through the city right now and trying to 

check those to make sure that we can come back to Council and ask that all these be changed and 

correct to what they are actually being used for now. 

 

Councilman Flowers – If they are being used as rental property, how are they able to do that without 

getting a permit for rental? 

 

Commissioner Hayes – There were some properties in the city that were used for multiple type use 

back when they were constructed in the late 30’s early 40’s.  When they had the “mom & pop” type 

shops. They’d have a storefront on the first floor and then they’d have a residence on the second floor.  

The are in the U-4 zoning district which would be consistent to where they should have been at that 

time.  Now, we don’t have those “mom & pop” shops anymore.  Some of them, and I’m not saying that 

we know every single one of them, most of them we do, but some of them were illegally converted 

back when before enforcement was strict. We are going to try and make sure that we get them. 

 

Councilman Gallagher – The property to the north of this is U-4, correct? 

 

Commissioner Hayes – Yes, it is.  Sometimes it has been used as a U-2.  That will be one of the 

properties we bring to Council. 
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Councilman Gallagher – The purpose of our zoning though, isn’t that to say what we believe the use of 

the property should be?  If there’s an existing use that’s contrary to that, they are permitted to continue 

in that use.  But, going forward in the future, if this property is ever demolished, it should go back to 

the preferred use, correct? 

 

Commissioner Hayes – We are suggesting that we prefer that use there to be a U-2, two family.  If 

Council chooses or decides that they believe it should be a U-4, that’s Council’s ... 

 

Councilman Gallagher – Isn’t it bordered on the north and south by all commercial properties? 

 

Commissioner Hayes – There’s three properties in that particular area that are in Euclid. Two of them 

are built and look more like houses, two family houses.  Then there’s a corner property, the meat 

market which has the storefront and a residence in the back of that.  The two house type structures that 

are there now are more aptly used for two-family use presently. 

 

Councilman Gallagher – Presently, but in the future, if these properties are ever demolished, they 

should go back to U-4 correct, if we do not change this? 

 

Commissioner Hayes – If you do not change this, then yes, it should go back to U-4.  Those properties 

are very small and would probably not lend themselves to a U-4 type use of today’s standards.  Given 

the parking requirements, the side line requirements and so forth that are in the building codes today, 

unless they were somehow combined and bought by one person combined. 

 

Councilman Gallagher – The balance of that street, even into Cleveland is all commercial.  The better 

part of 200 St. is commercial and yet we are going to turn this property back to a rental zoning.   

 

Commissioner Hayes – All I can tell you is what the property is and has been used for.   

 

Councilman Gallagher – That doesn’t necessarily mean what it should be zoned as.   

 

Commissioner Hayes – Council always has the right to make their decision on what they believe our 

properties in the City of Euclid are zoned for. 

 

Councilman Gallagher – I don’t mean to argue with you. 

 

Commissioner Hayes – I understand that. 

 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail – The point that it is currently being used as a U-2, I understand 

Councilman Gallagher’s point that in the future if it does change use we would prefer that it go back to 

retail or commercial use.  If the property were to be demolished, we could always rezone it at that 

point, could we not? 

 

Commissioner Hayes – Yes, you could do that. 

 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail – The Planning & Zoning Commission and you as Zoning 

Commissioner, you would prefer that we zone it the way it is being used? 

 

Commissioner Hayes – As Zoning Commissioner, yes, I believe that the properties in the city should 

be zoned for what they are being used for.  Its inconsistent with the zoning code to have it zoned one 

way and use it another.  But, when the property has been used for that use since probably even before 

the zoning code was made, it was difficult to change.  We can change these properties and make them 

consistent to what they are, not only is it correcting the zoning code, but then we also know what 

exactly our city is being used for compared to what it is zoned as.   

 

President Cervenik – This is a public hearing.  Does anyone in the audience have any comments on 

this ordinance this evening? 

 

Councilman Flowers moved to close debate, Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail seconded. Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Flowers, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller, Cervenik 

     Nays:    Gallagher 

Passed. 
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      Ord. 41-2001 (371-01) Setback Chardon 

An ordinance repealing Ordinance No. 5832, passed by Council effective June 17, 1929, which 

Ordinance amended Ordinance No. 2812, by changing the map and the map designations thereon, and 

changing the setback line in the territory on the northerly and southerly side of Chardon Road from 

Euclid Avenue to the easterly limits of the Village.  (Sponsor the Planning & Zoning Commission) 

 

Councilman Gruber moved for passage, Councilman Flowers seconded. 

 

Commissioner Hayes – Back in 1929 Council decided that Chardon Road from Euclid Ave. to 

Richmond Heights should be allowed to have a 20 ft. setback, where most of our streets are required to 

have a 30 ft. setback on any construction or building.  There’s only one property, maybe two, which 

would fall into this category at this point in time.  All the rest of the properties on that street are set 

back at least 30 feet.  In going through the zoning codes and the amendments to the zoning codes, 

which we try to do on a fairly regular consistent basis, we found this ordinance was in there back from 

1929.  I asked the Law Director to put this on legislation so we could get this corrected back to a 

setback of 30 ft. which is consistent with most of the rest of the City of Euclid and we wouldn’t have a 

bunch of houses or buildings up or close to Chardon Road.  Therefore, it is in front of you this evening 

and I would hope that you could rescind this and set it back to 30 ft. 

 

Councilman Gruber moved to close debate, Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail seconded.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

 

Councilwoman McGarry moved to suspend the rules, Councilman Korosec seconded.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller, Cervenik. 

Passed. 

 

   Ord. 42-2001 (372-01) Set back 

An ordinance repealing Ordinance No. 5074, passed by Council, effective May 3, 1926, which 

Ordinance amended Section 22 of Ordinance No. 2812, and so much of the map designations of the 

map, which map and map designations form a part of said Ordinance No. 2812, as relates to and 

designates the set back or building lines of the property located at the northeast corner of Euclid 

Avenue and Chardon Road in the Village of Euclid, Ohio. (Sponsor  Planning & Zoning Commission) 

 

Councilwoman Miller moved for passage, Councilman Gallagher seconded. 

 

Commissioner Hayes – This again is another ordinance from 1926.  At that time I believe there was a 

drug store built and they allowed the property to be built 5 ft. away from Euclid Ave. and 

approximately 4 ½ feet away from Chardon Road.  That building is no longer there.  The Building 

Commissioner and myself could see no reason to allow a building to be constructed that close to the 

right of way ever again.  This is another ordinance I would like Council to rescind this evening. 

 

Councilman Gruber moved to close debate, Councilman Gallagher seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Councilman Flowers moved to suspend the rules, Councilman Korosec seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller, Cervenik. 

Passed. 

 

   Ord. 43-2001 (382-01) Annual Appropriation 2001 

An emergency ordinance amending Ord. No. 257-2000 which makes the annual appropriation for all 

expenditures for the City of Euclid for the period ending December 31, 2001.  (Sponsored by Mayor 

Oyaski and Councilpersons Cervenik, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller by request of the 

Finance Director) 

 

Councilwoman Miller moved for passage, Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail seconded. 

 

Director Balazs – If you recall back in December, we past a budget that we term as temporary at the 

time.  Since the budget hearings commenced not until February and this year we started the budget 

hearings on February 26th.  
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Director Balazs - The budget hearings usually take two-days, two-nights, if we have some problems 

with the capital budget, they might take three. We just finished our budget hearings last week.  We 

took 5 evenings to discuss the permanent budget for the City of Euclid for the year 2001.   

 As you can see the stock market took a tumble, the Dow Jones dropped drastically and so did 

NASDQ.  Business growth and development is at minimal growth.  Business profit earnings are near 

bottom and this all started in the year 2000 and at the end of the year we could see it in our city income 

tax returns.  City municipal income taxes are the largest tax that fuels the general fund in the City of 

Euclid.  We normally get in $21 million a year to fund the budget of $36 million.  This downturn in the 

economy has changed our focus on what to spend this year.  If you recall at the beginning of the year, I 

had estimated the city income tax would probably fall $300,000 in the year 2001.  That $300,000 

figure, we’ve already met by March 31st.  What are we going to do with the balance of the 9 months.  

We’ve decided and it was emphasized by the President of Council and Mayor Oyaski to meet a 

balanced budget between now and the end of the year. 

 The President summed it up very well.  He answered a few questions directed to Council and 

the administration from Madeline Scarniench.  We are going to continue to look at the budget.  The 

budget is a flexible tool and it can change anytime we want it to change and we see in this particular 

year, 2001, we’re probably going to change many times before the end of the year until we find out 

exactly what the economy is going to do.  We are going to watch the city income tax on a monthly 

basis.  Our spending level at this point is set at $36 million for the general fund.  We anticipate to meet 

that by year-end.   

 I thank you all for the five evenings that you participated and went over each item within the 

General Fund.  To meet the $36 million, certain subsidies had to be cancelled altogether.  We saw 

subsidies to the Street Department, Creeks & Sewers, that we had to eliminate.  Most expenditure 

items were cut back to year 2000 levels.  That will give us our $36 million final appropriation that you 

have in front of you.  We’ll be watching it monthly.  We will be reporting back to you monthly.  Let’s 

hope the economy turns around and let’s hope for the best.  Thank you Mr. Chairman. 

 

Councilman Flowers – I expressed this concern during the Finance Committee meetings.  I have some 

real concerns in the sense that part of the revenue that we show for this year, we have close to half a 

million for workmen’s comp refund.  Right now our income tax is already lagging behind, $300,000 

just for the first three months.  If you take those into consideration, we are actually approving a budget 

of over $1.3 million more than what we are actually bringing in.  It is nice to hear that you are going to 

look at this and try to make this a balanced budget.  Since then you’ve changed from the last Finance 

Committee meeting.  How are we going to do that?  My concern is if we don’t look at these things 

right now, next year, instead of having a $1.3 million deficit, I would expect it to go even more so 

because of the income taxes, I would expect a decrease.  You see what’s going on right now in the 

business community.  Inventories are down.  I think we are going to have a rough way to go in the City 

of Euclid.  We should actually look at this some more and cut it back.  Make sure its 100% what 

revenues are versus expenditures.  I can’t in good conscience vote a budget where we are not going to 

meet those conditions.  We should take into consideration the $300,000 we are lagging behind in 

income tax.  Also meet that extra $500,000 that we are not meeting.  We should cut $1.3 million, or at 

least $800,000.  I won’t support the budget as is. 

 

President Cervenik – We will be meeting in May.  Then after summer recess we will be examining our 

income and current expenditures of the administration.  If we see at that time we need to make further 

cuts, we shall do that.  We also don’t want to make cuts for the safety of the community.  One of the 

reasons we do have a surplus is so if there is a downturn, we don’t have to drastically reduce our safety 

forces and some of the other projects that we do here.  That is what the surplus is for.  That is why we 

are also making sure that we don’t go to far into that surplus.  If we need to make those cuts, we will.  

Just as the economy is at a downturn right now, it will come back and those inventories will have to be 

replenished.  We have a number of businesses in this community that are doing very well. Some are 

not, some have slowed down, but they are waiting for the economy to change and they will be back 

full steam.  This Council and administration through the budget hearings, they’ve already made the 

commitment that you are looking for.  We’ve already made the commitment that we will examine this 

budget very often, continually.  I really wish you would reconsider supporting this budget because we 

all worked together, including yourself, very hard to get to this point and we are going to get to the 

point we need to get too. 

 

Councilman Flowers – My concern is, I hate to be the bad guy on this, but sometimes you have to be.  

When people go to the bank or whatever, they get their credit card, they get nixed off and so, no you 

can't have this, it is not right.  This is what you have to live and go by.  I hope you are absolutely right 

and we are able to balance this budget, which you are referring to a half million, to have a balanced 

budget.  But, we’re already trailing behind last year’s $300,000 in income tax. 
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President Cervenik – To the credit of this Council and yourself, we’ve all worked very hard.  It is very 

easy to sit there and say you are not going to support the budget.  I would suggest that you provide us 

with the specific cuts you think we should make to save that $1.3 million.  You have to remember our 

safety forces, both the police and fire are in excess of 60% of this budget.  If we want to get it to the 

point where you want to get it to without going in at all if we need to into the surplus, then we are 

going to be laying off police and firemen.  We are being prudent and we are trying to examine the 

problem we have right now. We’ll make those adjustments if we have to.  I would strongly suggest 

anyone who doesn’t support this budget after the time we’ve put into it, come to us with specific cuts.  

Come in public, tell us what items you want cut in addition to the cuts we’ve made and we’ll see if this 

Council supports those cuts.   

 

Councilman Flowers – I don’t know if you remember, we came to that first meeting budget hearing 

and we did the whole finance packet.  It’s not like we really had an opportunity to go through that.  

One of the suggestions off the top of my mind is look at our advertising budget.  Maybe we could cut 

some there.  I’d prefer to have the administration have that opportunity, come to us and make a 

recommendation, but looking from us, maybe that’s one area we could cut.  That’s one area that sticks 

right out. 

 

President Cervenik – We’ll be meeting in May about and I’ll expect your recommendations at that time 

as well as the administrations.  That’s what this whole process is all about. 

 

Councilman Gallagher moved to close debate, Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail seconded.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

 

Councilwoman Miller moved to suspend the rules, Councilwoman McGarry seconded.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas: Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller, Cervenik. 

      Nay:    Flowers 

Passed. 

 

  Res. 44-2001 (335a-01) 2001 Capital Budget 

A resolution adopting and approving the attached 2001 Capital Improvement Budget.  (Sponsored by 

Mayor Oyaski) (Recommended for passage by the Finance Committee) 

 

Councilman Korosec moved for passage, Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail seconded. 

 

Director Balazs – Before you have the detail of the 2001 capital budget, that totals this year $705,000.  

Our original projection was $1 million.  We cut that back to the $705,000.  During the budget hearings 

we did discuss the capital as well.  The final expenditure level in detail was presented.  Any questions, 

I’ll be glad to answer. 

 

Councilman Gruber moved to close debate, Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail seconded.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller, Cervenik. 

Passed. 

  

   Res. 45-2001 (366-01) Sidewalk Repairs 

A resolution pursuant to Chapter 903 of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Euclid, declaring that 

certain specified sidewalks and aprons be constructed or repaired in the manner provided by said 

Chapter 903.  (Sponsored by Councilpersons McGarry and Gruber by request of the Service Director) 

(Recommended for passage by the Finance Committee) 

 

Councilwoman McGarry moved for passage, Councilman Gruber seconded. 

 

Director Gulich – Section 903.02 of the Codified Ordinances state that it is the abutting property 

owner’s responsibility to maintain sidewalks in a safe manner, free from any nuisances.  We haven’t 

had a sidewalk program in three years.  In the meantime we have collected a considerable amount of 

funds from people paying into our revolving fund.  We currently have $226,290 in that fund.  You 

have the list of streets in front of you in this ordinance.  
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Director Gulich -  If we do these streets, I’ve estimated these costs would not exceed $127,000.  We 

think it may be less than that but it is a very safe estimate.  If there’s any questions, I’ll be glad to 

answer them. 

 

President Cervenik – This is in the revolving fund? 

 

Director Gulich – That is correct. 

 

President Cervenik – It does not come out of the capital funds, it is paid for by the assessments paid by 

the previous users. 

 

Councilman Korosec moved to close debate, Councilwoman Miller seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller, Cervenik. 

Passed. 

 

  Res. 46-2001 (370-01) OBES 

A resolution objecting the Governor's plan to close The Ohio Bureau of Employment Services (OBES) 

offices in Euclid and throughout Ohio.  (Sponsored by Mayor Oyaski) 

 

Councilman Gallagher moved for passage, Councilman Gruber seconded. 

 

Mayor Oyaski – I hope this Council joins me in this resolution objecting to Governor Taft’s plan to 

close the various OBES offices located not only in Euclid, Ohio on Euclid Ave., but throughout Ohio.  

The last time I was in my office on Saturday, I met with three employees of the local OBES office.  

Prior to that I met with the landlord of that property.  The OBES provides a very necessary service to 

unemployed Euclid residents and also residents from nearby communities.  It also provides a number 

of services to companies that are hiring specifically Home Depot a few months ago.  We’d like to let 

the Governor by this Resolution that we’d like to keep our local OBES office open and it would be a 

very important thing for that particular neighborhood and also for the residents that are dependant upon 

that service.  Thank you. 

 

Councilman Gruber moved to close debate, Councilwoman Miller seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller, Cervenik. 

Passed. 

 

   Res. 47-2001 (376a-01) 

A resolution opposing House Bill 114, a proposal to eliminate the Ohio basic estate tax by 2006. 

(Sponsored by Mayor Oyaski) 

 

Councilman Korosec moved for passage, Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail seconded. 

 

Mayor Oyaski – You have the amended version of this resolution.  The City has been dependant upon 

this source for revenue as long as Mr. Balazs or I can remember. There is a movement afoot in the 

General Assembly to eliminate the local portion of the estate tax.  I understand the estate tax is not 

favored on every level of government, however, it is extremely necessary revenue to the City of 

Euclid.  I would ask you in supporting Resolution (376a-01) which would oppose House Bill 114, 

which would eliminate our $1 million of annual revenue unless substitute funding was assured.  I don’t 

know where this is going to go in the General Assembly.  Occasionally they’ll come up with some off 

the wall idea down there that doesn’t go very far.  The Mayors and City Managers Association in 

Cuyahoga County is deeply concerned about this attack on our local revenue stream.  We would ask 

the General Assembly, any action it takes, it be revenue neutral.  I ask you to support Resolution 

(376a) which affects a very key part of our general fund revenue. 

 

President Cervenik – I appreciate you making the change that I asked about the estate tax.  In my 

business being a CPA, an estate tax can be a very oppressive and very costly tax for families that 

accumulate some wealth through hard work and savings that own small businesses.  Therefore, I feel 

the estate tax needs to be adjusted to help those families.  At the same time, the State does need to 

address monies in the revenue sharing that the cities do receive from this tax.  I will support this 

because of the changes made in (376a-01). 

 

Councilman Flowers moved to close debate, Councilman Gallagher seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 
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Roll Call:  Yeas:  Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller, Cervenik. 

Passed. 

 

  Res. 48-2001 (374-01) Firefighters’ Monument 

A resolution releasing Sixteen Thousand Seven Hundred Dollars ($16,700.00) in funds from the 

Twenty Five Thousand Dollars ($25,000.00) budgeted for the Firefighters' Monument Project for the 

base and pin on the Firefighters' Monument.  (Sponsored by Mayor Oyaski) 

 

Councilwoman Miller moved for passage, Councilman Gruber seconded. 

 

Chief Dworning – The $16,700 this resolution calls for to be released would be for the base which the 

firefighter monument will be sitting on once the fire station is completely.  The base is mahogany 

granite.  It is octagonal in design.  It will be approximately 4 ft. 8” across and 3 ft. tall.  It will provide 

for the fire department’s logo, a dedication to all the firefighters who have served the City of Euclid.  

Approximately 260 names will be inscribed on this base.  Vince and Penny Riha diligently have 

shopped through the various vendors for this type of material.  It was a difficult venture, but myself 

along with them feel that Kotecki Monument would be the appropriate vendor to supply this for us.  

The granite is very beautiful and something we will all be proud of. 

 

Councilwoman Miller moved to close debate, Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail seconded.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller, Cervenik. 

Passed. 

 

   Ord. 49-2001 (375-01) Emergency Sewer 

An ordinance authorizing the Director of Public Service of the City of Euclid to enter into a contract 

after advertising for bids for the hiring of a contractor to be used to make emergency repairs when 

needed due to unexpected and unanticipated damage to City of Euclid sewers, sludge lines and streets 

for a period commencing upon the execution of the contract and terminating at the end of the year 

2001, with an option to renew the contract for a one year period for the year 2002.  (Sponsored by 

Councilman Gallagher by request of the Service Director) 

 

Councilman Gallagher moved for passage, Councilman Korosec seconded.  

 

Director Gulich – For the past 13 years we’ve been doing this, going out for bids and enter into a 

contract for the purposes of establishing line items in the event we need to do an unanticipated repairs 

to our sewer system. The only difference in this year’s program, I’m asking for us to get into the 

calendar year.  In the past we’ve gone mid-year to mid-year.  The current contract expires on May 15th.  

This would make the 2001 contract expire at the end of the calendar year.  I’m asking for Council to 

allow me the option of entering into a second year option if we so desire and if its in the city’s best 

interest to do so.  Normally we have $50,000 budgeted.  That is what you’ll see in this year’s capital 

budget.  At this point with two months remaining on this annual contract, we’ve expended just over 

$20,000 of this $50,000.  If something breaks and we need to fix it, we do exactly that.  If it is not 

necessary, we do not expend these funds. 

 

Councilman Korosec moved to close debate, Councilman Gruber seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Councilman Gallagher moved to suspend the rules, Councilman Flowers seconded.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller, Cervenik. 

Passed. 

 

   Ord. 50-2001 (377-01) Amend 921 

An ordinance amending Utilities Chapter 921 of the Sewers and Water Generally, of the Codified 

Ordinances of the City of Euclid by the addition of new Section 921.08 clarifying charges for 

engineering services. (Sponsored by Councilman Gruber by request of the Service Director) 

 

Councilman Gruber moved for passage, Councilwoman McGarry seconded. 
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Director Gulich – We are asking for this change in order to clarify charges for engineering services.  

As you’ve heard from me time and again, I’ve mentioned storm water management.  It is going to 

mean extra expenses to the City to plan reviews for major developments and developments outside the 

city where the flow comes into the city.  To briefly state the 6 areas we will have to address in storm 

water management.  Tonight we are talking about charges for engineering services. There are six items 

in all:  public education and outreach; public participation and involvement; illicit discharge detection 

and elimination; construction site run-off; post construction run off control and pollution prevention 

and housekeeping for municipal operations.  There’s lots of areas of storm water management.  We are 

slowly getting in line by doing all our necessary changes to our codified ordinances and you’ll be 

hearing from me in the future on these other areas we’ll need to address.  I’ll ask Mr. Murphy if there 

are any comments to go along with what I mentioned. 

 

Director Murphy – I don’t have anything additional to add at this time, only as Mr. Gulich points out, 

this is going to be an on-going program for the next year and half into 2002 while we work with other 

cities and the EPA to put this program into effect. 

 

Councilman Gruber moved to close debate, Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail seconded.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

 

Councilwoman McGarry moved to suspend the rules, Councilwoman Miller seconded.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller, Cervenik. 

Passed. 

 

  51-2001 (380-01) ODOT  

An emergency ordinance enacted by the City of Euclid, County of Cuyahoga, Ohio, in the matter of 

the hereinafter described improvement, and to request cooperation by the Ohio Director of 

Transportation. (Sponsored by Councilman Gallagher by request of the Service Director) 

 

Councilman Gallagher moved for passage, Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail seconded. 

 

Director Gulich – In 2002 the contentions of the State of Ohio, E. 260 is a State Route.  You probably 

read a lot in the paper lately insofar as what the State will be willing to finance in the various 

municipalities.  Our Governor has come out with a plan whereas all jobs from here on end will be 

80/20 jobs.  The State will provide will provide 80% of the cost, the city will provide 20% of the cost. 

We anticipate in 2002 the cost we will be responsible for would be about $72,000.  I’m trying to work 

with the current project on E. 260 Street where we are doing the signalization.  My hopes are that 

maybe we can save some money in 2002 either by not performing some aspects at this time and have 

them funded in 2002.  Or, making sure the work that’s done this year will not have to be duplicated 

next year in 2002.   

 

Councilman Gallagher moved to close debate, Councilman Korosec seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Councilwoman Miller moved to suspend the rules, Councilman Gruber seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller, Cervenik. 

Passed. 

 

   Res. 52-2001 (378-01) Swimming/Playground  

A resolution authorizing the Mayor of the City of Euclid, or his designee, to accept a "Recycle, Ohio" 

grant in the amount of Fourteen Thousand Dollars ($14,000.00) from the Ohio Department of Natural 

Resources to assist in the purchase of swimming pool equipment from Barco's Outdoor Products. 

(Sponsored by Councilwoman McGarry by request of the Parks & Recreation Director) 

 

Councilwoman McGarry moved for passage, Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail seconded. 

 

Director DeMinico – The last 4 years, this will be the 5th year, the Parks & Recreation Department has 

been supervising the Recycle Ohio grant.  Part of that is the purchase of recycled materials as well as 

overseeing the litter program which that also is part of Recycle Ohio.  The grant is somewhat unique in 

the fact that you have to use a certain percentage of post consumer recycled material for your 

purchases.  You can only go to a certain purchase once every 5-6 years, meaning the very first year we 

went and we were successful at Evans Park Playground.   
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Director DeMinico - We got rubber matting and we put into Memorial Pool and we also put it into the 

ice arena in the locker rooms.  The third year we tweaked it a little bit more and did another 

playground.  We also used park benches, trash cans and picnic tables.  

 This year there was some new products that were made out of the post consumer materials and 

it was specifically for swimming pools, guard chairs, lounges, tables, chairs, etc.  The Department 

would like to purchase that material from Barco’s as the exclusive distributor at the time of the grant 

application, $14,000 will come from the State of Ohio and Recycle Ohio grant.  $7,000 will come out 

of the recreation capital budget.  The last 4 years we have made these purchases and it has been a 

similar match at $14,000 and $7,000.  If Council has any questions, I’ll be glad to answer them. 

 

Councilman Korosec – What swimming pools will these structures be going to? 

 

Director DeMinico – They will be going to all the outdoor pools. 

 

Councilman Korosec moved to close debate, Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail seconded.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller, Cervenik. 

Passed. 

       Ord. 53-2001 (368-01) Sims Park Playground 

An ordinance authorizing the Director of Parks and Recreation of the City of Euclid to enter into a 

contract after advertising for bids for the purchase and installation of a new play structure at Sims Park. 

(Sponsored by Councilwoman McGarry by request of the Parks & Recreation Director) 

 

Councilwoman Miller moved for passage, Councilwoman McGarry seconded. 

 

Director DeMinico – Methodically we have been going into the neighborhood playgrounds and 

replacing antiquated, outdated units.  We have gone to Euclid Central, Memorial Park, Willow, Evans 

Park, Tungsten, Mavec Family Park.  Currently we have a request with the State of Ohio through the 

Land and Water Conservation Act for Hillandale park.  The play unit at Sims is old, antiquated and we 

are requesting purchasing a new unit that will be constructed out of plastic material, not a recycled 

plastic material.  We are going to be very conscientious of the natural settings.  You will not see the 

bold and outrageous lime green and purple colors in Sims Park. That would not be appropriate down 

there.  We will go with natural tones of a forest green and a brown.  The addition will be paid for out 

of Recreation capital funds is long over due and will be a value added to that park. 

 

Councilman Flowers – Do you have any idea of the cost?  You don’t have any amount. 

 

Director DeMinico – We are budgeting anywhere from $30,000-$35,000. 

 

Councilman Flowers moved to close debate, Councilman Gallagher seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Councilman Korosec moved to suspend the rules, Councilwoman Miller seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller, Cervenik. 

Passed. 

 

  Ord. 54-2001 (369-01) Fence Briardale 

An ordinance authorizing the Director of Parks and Recreation of the City of Euclid to enter into a 

contract after advertising for bids for the purchase and installation of a 40 foot high protective fence on 

hole #12 at the Briardale Greens Golf Course. (Sponsored by Councilwoman McGarry by request of 

the Parks & Recreation Director) 

 

Councilwoman McGarry moved for passage, Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail seconded. 

 

Director DeMinico – The hole #12 is located along Gay Ave.  The t-box recently had some safety 

netting put up.  It is as high as 50 ft. high at the furthest extent.  It goes down to 40 ft.  Then we have a 

section that’s about 22 ft. and that runs for approximately 150 ft.  We are looking to replace the 22 ft. 

high netting with new poles and new chain link fence which is much more expensive at the outlay, 

however, the maintenance is gone.  There is no maintenance to it.  We recently made the improvement 

at the driving range and redone about one-third of that with this new fence material.  That is the 

material located throughout many parts of the golf course. 
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Director DeMinico - We feel that from the number of balls that are leaving the yard at that particular 

area, we feel this improvement will enhance the safety of approximately a half a dozen homes that we 

have received claims on for broken windows, damaged hoods.  We realize that you could put up 100 ft. 

high fence and we are not going to keep all the balls in at Briardale Greens.  This is an area that has 

been repeatedly abused and is something that needs to be addressed.  It will be paid for strictly by golf 

course operating revenue funds.  Our anticipated budget is anywhere from $25,000-$30,000. 

 

Councilman Flowers moved to close debate, Councilman Gallagher seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Councilman Korosec moved to suspend the rules, Councilwoman Miller seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller, Cervenik. 

Passed. 

 

   Ord. 55-2001 (373-01)  Auxiliary Dinner 

An ordinance authorizing the Mayor of the City of Euclid to expend an amount not to exceed Two 

Thousand Dollars ($2,000.00) to pay for the annual appreciation dinner for Euclid Auxiliary Police 

Officers to be held Friday, April 27, 2001 at the Manor Party Center. (Sponsored by Councilwoman 

Miller by request of the Police Chief) 

 

Councilwoman Miller moved for passage, Councilman Gallagher seconded. 

 

Chief Maine – For a number of years now we’ve been having an annual dinner to honor the auxiliary.  

It is evidenced by the turnout here tonight and the numbers that we’ve talked about, you can see the 

worth they are to the city.  Conservatively speaking, they probably save the City around $100,000 in 

the hours that they are able to put in.  This is a small token to be able to provide them a dinner where 

they are recognized for those efforts. For that reason, I ask this be passed.  Thank you. 

 

President Cervenik – We all appreciate their efforts and you’ve been doing this for a number of years.  

Let them know from us, keep up the good work. 

 

Chief Maine – You’ll be invited to thank them yourself.   

 

Councilwoman Miller moved to close debate, Councilwoman McGarry seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Councilman Gruber moved to suspend the rules, Councilman Gallagher seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller, Cervenik. 

Passed. 

 

CEREMONIAL RESOLUTION 

A resolution of congratulations to Josephine "Ester" Podboy, Michael D. Polensek, Florence Unetich, 

Wayne Tomsic, Edith Garsteck, Eleanor M. Godec, Donna Hauser, Joseph J. Meglen, Stephen N. 

Docs, Christine Ujcich and John J. Kozlevchar as they are honored throughout the Slovenian 

communities. (Sponsored by Mayor Oyaski and the entire Council) 

 

Councilman Flowers moved for passage, Councilwoman Miller seconded. 

 

Mayor Oyaski – I know you want to join me in congratulating a couple of the honorees.  I know 

Councilwoman McGarry was down at the Slovenian Home over the weekend.  We do want to salute 

all of the winners but particularly Michael Polensek, Florence Unetich and Josephine Podboy.  They 

all have strong local connections and I hope to invite them to April 2nd meeting.  I do want to thank 

Councilwoman McGarry for attending that event.  We all want to congratulate these distinguished 

citizens. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller, Cervenik. 

Passed. 

 

 

President Cervenik recognized the students from the high school government classes. 
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COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

Councilman Gruber moved to go into the Committee of the Whole.  Councilman Flowers seconded.  

Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Mr. Ron Emser – 26501 Farringdon Ave.  First I would like to commend the Council for doing the 

right thing.  The decisions weren’t easy, but thanks for listening to the community voices relative to 

Channel 51. 

 Mr. Ross Salupo wrote, is there a better way to show the dedication and hard work  

of our community leadership, than to show them in action. The Council meetings, Planning & Zoning 

and Recreation meetings serve to provide us with all the information regarding important community 

issues without editorial comment. 

 What better way to sell our city than to show it like it is.  This is a community station.  It is 

produced by the community, for the community.  It shows our community assets, provides us with a 

sense of pride about our city.  This is what new potential business, young married couples and people 

who want to stay in Euclid need to see. 

 Dr. Jan Gallagher of the Euclid School System wrote, I attended the Rhythm of the City 

Celebration Thursday night at the Lake Shore Coffee House.  I was so impressed with the quality of 

the video, I love the first one with the  HepCat Revival and this one featuring Zydeco Dependents was 

equally great.  Of all the many videos I’ve watched on Channel 51, Rhythm of the City videos are my 

favorites.  They are artfully done.  The pacing is good.  I hope that Channel 51 will continue to 

produce videos such as these that bring new music to our community and spotlight the artistic talent 

we have here in Euclid. 

 Joyce Tucerri writes, it has been a daily ritual anymore to defend the place I choose to live.  

Friends, family and acquaintances want to know why I stay here.  I love Euclid and I defend it the best 

I can.  I feel its time we celebrate what we have. 

 It is always better to reinforce the positive and work hard on improving the negative.  I’m 

excited about the Rhythm in the City and hope that it continues. 

 Brad Smedley wrote, let me thank you again for including Zydeco Dependents in the Rhythm 

of the City and for a job well done.  The preview Thursday night was a real community event.  

Secondly, with our studio halfway completed, it would have been a real shame to have our dream 

squelched prematurely.  Upon completion of the facility, we’ll be able to accomplish so much more 

original programming with much greater ease. 

 In closing, a heartfelt thank you from me, the entire staff of Channel 51, soon to be Channel 22 

or 23 or let’s just say Euclid Community Television.  Thanks for your support. 

 

Mr. Jack Fraier – 235 Greenbriar Court.  In the past few months there has been considerable discussion 

concerning the location of a new senior citizen center.  The one place, the only place where it should 

be located is in Sims Park down in the southwest corner across from the Irish American Club.   

 Its a miracle that no senior citizen has been hit, bruised or killed by a stray golf ball over at 

Briardale.  Guardian Angels have obviously been working overtime.  Let’s not gamble.  The safe 

haven is needed and certainly Sims Park is that place. 

 That senior citizen center in Sims Park is actually a form of lakefront development.  If lakefront 

development means opening the lakefront to more people, that certainly fills the bill.  Second, its 

another way to revitalize downtown Euclid.  We have beautiful flowers there.  At one time there were 

fountains at the Surveyor’s Triangle.  They are all very pretty.  But to revitalize a shopping center, you 

need something, customers.  There will be customers right across the street from the stores of 

downtown Euclid. 

 Its to bad they have to cross the street, I was hoping a tunnel could be built.  If the US 

government could spend $100 million building a tunnel under the Russian Embassy in Washington, a 

few bucks this way wouldn’t hurt.  We might contact our Congressmen. 

 Concern has been expressed that the Bird Sanctuary at Sims Park might be damaged or ruined 

by a senior citizen center there.  Yes, probably some trees will have to be cut, some shrubs removed, 

but after construction is completed, at that time, a very careful selection of perennials, shrubs and trees 

that bear fruits, nuts, seeds and even flowers can be planted, which will increase the number of birds 

coming into that area.  It will be a true safe haven for senior citizens. 

 The passive nature of the park is often discussed. That term “passive” has never been defined.  

Perhaps a committee could be formed to discuss that at some time in the future.   

 There’s an opposing proposal for locating the senior citizen center in another part of the city.  

That idea sprouts from time-to-time like crabgrass in the middle of a beautiful lawn.  That proposal 

would put the senior citizen center beside the ice arena.  No, senior citizens are not sardines to be 

wedged into a niche among the hustle and bustle of Memorial Park. 

 Give the senior citizens a chance.  Give them the best location in the City, possibly the best in 

the nation and that is at Sims Park.  Thank you. 
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Mr. William Hilf – 891 E. 237 Street.  I would like to thank Council and the Administration for giving 

us the opportunity of UpStage Players to perform a number here tonight and to present ourselves to the 

community of Euclid.  I would especially like to thank Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail, Council Clerk 

Cahill, for their help in making this possible and helping coordinate it.  I would also like to thank the 

members of the staff of Channel 51 who helped us set up the sound before the meeting tonight. 

 We didn’t get the opportunity during the performance to introduce the actors to you.  Several of 

them are gone but the three leads performing the song Good Morning, are Christina Lennon, who is a 

student of Euclid Central; Brandon Fleming who is also a student of Euclid Central who is playing 

Don, our lead this year.  Margaret Wessner who’s playing Kathy, who is a resident of South Euclid.  

 I’d invite everyone in the community to come out and see our performances at Shore Cultural 

Centre, April 6, 7 & 8.  Thank you. 

 

President Cervenik – We enjoyed the performance.  Thank you. 

 

Mr. Dennis Berzinskas – 20890 South Lake Shore Blvd.  Senior Center at Sims, no.  It was proposed 

with the senior center that they’d also have some recreational activities.  You are going to eat up the 

park. That’s our only passive park.  You want to give a definition of a passive park, I will.  You enjoy 

the trees, the shrubs, what’s there.  We’ve brought before Council’s attention why they can’t build a 

senior center there, where they were putting it.  It has been passed onto Council.  Do your homework. 

 A senior center down there?  I spend a lot of time down there lately.  Seniors don’t want to be 

with the wind, the cold, the breezes coming off the lake.  They’re old, they’re frail.  They’re frail.  I 

worked at Shore, I know how they are.  We had 90 year old people coming in for the meetings.  They 

couldn’t walk down the stairs.  You didn’t make it convenient for them then.  You want to save 

downtown Euclid, you were ready to give away Shore for $200,000.  It is a multi-million dollar piece 

of property, people.  So get wise to the antics of these people that want to get rid of it.  They’re looking 

for a buck for somebody and its not for the citizens.  We need Shore.  You want to put a senior center 

some place?  Its in the park.  A park-like atmosphere, the golf course.  We don’t have the money right 

now.  Save your money.  Golf course money.  Its not golf course money, its city money.  It should go 

into the General Fund like everything else.  The police officers have an auction of confiscated 

materials. Where does that money go officers?  It goes into the general fund doesn’t it?  All our money 

is city money.  The golf course hasn’t paid even the interest it cost to take down the buildings that were 

there, to buy the buildings that were there.  Where do you get golf course money?  Its not golf course 

money, its city money.  Pass through, a portion of the park where you want to put the senior center.  

There’s a lot of pass-throughs that I’ve seen on the golf course, why don’t we put up expensive houses 

there?  There’s a lot of green areas there that houses could go in.  You want to be funny about it, that’s 

funny.  Thank you. 

 

President Cervenik – I know a lot of seniors that don’t fit that description, that work in our programs.  I 

just want that on record.  Most of them in our programs don’t fit that description. 

 

Ms. Pam Dirk – 23861 Colbourne.  This is my first Council meeting and I’m rather impressed with 

your efficiency, but I do have one question.  This might be an inappropriate time to ask this.  But going 

back to the resolutions that we are talking about, #6 about the sidewalks, I found rather interesting 

because I’ve talked to Meg my councilwoman and some of my neighbors have talked to previous 

council people and we’ve been told that on Colbourne, you can’t get a sidewalk for the rest of the 

street.  There is one house that doesn’t have a sidewalk at all and it is very unsafe for the children who 

constantly go into the street on Colbourne and it borders on 240th.  Obviously I don’t have the papers 

that you have in front of you approving that you approve certain sidewalks to be implemented, but I’m 

hoping that’s one of them? 

 

Director Gulich – The ordinance Council has in front of them doesn’t have Colbourne on it, but if you 

see me after the meeting, I’ll be glad to talk to you about the properties on your street. 

 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail moved to rise and report.  Councilman Gruber seconded.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COUNCILMEN’S COMMENTS 
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Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail – I just want to announce there will be a Senior Committee Meeting 

next Monday, March 26th at 7 PM in Council Chambers. 

 

President Cervenik – I just wanted to correct myself, Joe Farrell left us 4 years ago.  I kept saying 3.  

But realizing that I had to go to summer school for math and Joe was my teacher, maybe that’s why.   

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Councilwoman Miller moved to adjourn.  Councilman Gruber seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Attest: 

 

 

 

__________________________________  ______________________________________ 

Clerk of Council  President of Council 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 


