
COUNCIL MINUTES 

MAY 21, 2001 

 

The regular City Council meeting was held on Monday, May 21, 2001 at 7 PM in the Euclid City Hall 

Council Chamber.  President Cervenik presided. 

 

Members Present: Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller, 

 Valencic, Cervenik. 

 

Others Present: Mayor Oyaski, Law Director Murphy, Service Director Gulich, Finance Director 

 Balazs, Parks & Recreation Director DeMinico, CS&ED Director Koran, Asst. 

CS&ED Director Gliha, Administrative Director Johnson, Asst. Service Director 

Driscoll, Fire Chief Dworning, Asst. Fire Chief O’Connell, Building 

Commissioner Apanasewicz, Zoning Commissioner Hayes, Housing Manager 

Tollerup, Police Captain Repicky, Sgt.-at-Arms Stankus, Clerk of Council Cahill. 

COMMUNICATIONS 

Council has received the following communications: 

 

From the Ohio Department of Liquor Control, notice of a hearing for Emerald Pub & Steak House. 

A memo from Mayor Oyaski regarding Kids Voting. 

A letter from the Census Bureau regarding the Profile of General Demographic Characteristics. 

A memo from Administrative Director Johnson regarding the Institutional Network. 

A summary of legislation on tonight’s agenda by Law Director Murphy. 

 

COUNCIL MINUTES 

Councilwoman Miller moved to receive and approve the Council Minutes of May 7, 2001. 

Councilman Korosec seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous 

 

ADMINISTRATION REPORTS & COMMUNICATIONS 

Mayor Oyaski –The Administration joins you in looking forward to Memorial Day next Monday.  The 

Euclid Joint Veterans Council has scheduled a full day of events beginning at the Euclid Cemetery at 

7:45 AM, with our parade down E. 222nd Street starting at 10 AM.  And I hope that the weather is good 

and all of us can join in saluting the Nation’s Veterans next Monday. 

  

Mayor Oyaski and Chief Dworning swear in three new firefighters--Christopher T. Caimi, Scott F. 

Svonovec, Ralph Zappola III.  

 

Mayor Oyaski - The Service Director reminds me that next week with Memorial Day the waste pickup 

will be delayed one day so the pickup will start on Tuesday and extend through Saturday next week.   

 At this time, in keeping with the memo that I sent to you on the Kids Voting, Euclid has been 

selected for participation in a very interesting program designed to improve participation in our 

democracy; it’s called Kids Voting.  It began last year during the year 2000 and they want to expand it 

into Greater Cleveland and Euclid.  I spoke to the Council President about this.  Like myself, he was 

excited about the possibilities for helping young persons enjoy the benefits of democracy and at this 

time I’d like to ask Ann Toomey from the Kids Voting Organization to brief the Council and the 

community on what this program entails.   

 

Ms. Toomey – I’m pleased to have the opportunity to present to City Council the good news that 

Euclid City Schools are one of the five districts that will begin the program of Kids Voting in northeast 

Ohio.  If the Mayor doesn’t mind me kind of correcting him a little bit, the program has been in 

existence since 1988, nationally it began in Phoenix.  It is currently in 40 states and has been in Ohio 

since 1992, but has never been up in northeast Ohio.  It’s been down in central and southwestern Ohio.   

 Kids Voting is an organization that was designed to teach young people about the importance 

of voting to sustain democracy.  The mission of the organization is to encourage young people to 

become civic-minded citizens and lifelong well-informed voters.  There’s been a lot of research done.  

The National Association of Secretaries has stated they talk about voter apathy and the decline in voter 

turnout and Kids Voting has consistently shown it is the one program that works in turning that around 

by teaching young people at an early age.  It is a curriculum-based program K through 12 that also has 

the additional benefit in the State of Ohio to align itself with the citizenship aspect of the Ohio 

Proficiency Exam so there’s some added benefits to it. 

 The unique component of the program is that on Election Day students who have participated 

in Kids Voting have the opportunity to cast their own ballot at real poling places along with their 

parents.  And I am currently working with the Cleveland Plain Dealer and we’ll be in touch with the 

Sun Newspapers to make sure that those results are then printed in the newspapers so that the kids can 

see what their results were and begin to understand that their votes make a difference. 
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Ms. Toomey - The program also has the additional effect of a trickle up effect of increasing voter 

turnout in districts where Kids Voting is prevalent, somewhere between 5 and 10%.  The research has 

shown that the 18-25 year old group which has since they’ve gotten their right to vote has significantly 

decreased with each election.  In fact the Board of Elections reported to me this year that for the 2000 

election 88% of the eligible 18-25 year olds chose not to vote in our national election.  We have to do 

something to turn that around.  We have to start early and that’s what Kids Voting does.  I’m really 

excited that this Superintendent and the Mayor have been very supportive.  It’s a new program to the 

area.  We have, currently, 37,000 students that we’ll be reaching in five districts and hope to bring that 

number up, with adding some of the Cleveland municipal schools, to 50,000.  For the election in 2002 

we hope to make that over 100,000 and keep expanding.  My goal is certainly to have it throughout the 

entire Cuyahoga County, which is 33 school districts.  Once we accomplish that we’ll move out to all 

the outlying.  That’s why I named in northeast Ohio rather than Cuyahoga County.  Does anyone have 

any questions? 

 I gave you all packets or there are packets available for you if you have any questions.  They all 

have my business card and Mayor, thank you again for the opportunity to present this.  I congratulate 

Euclid they were the first school district to sign on. 

 

Mayor Oyaski – Under the rules of the program, no one on the ballot this year can get directly involved 

in this program, but I know that spiritually you will be in support of this as it is designed to increase 

public participation in the democratic process.   

 Also, the Clerk now has maps; Mr. Driscoll produced them of the precinct layout.  As you 

know, we now have 56 precincts in the City of Euclid.  And we do have maps available for anyone in 

the public who is interested in them from the Council Clerk’s office at a nominal cost of $2.00 a piece 

so that anyone who is interested can see what the new layout of precincts is.  The Law Director is 

working on some minor redistricting which will occur shortly after we receive the official detailed 

census population breakdown for the City.   

 Everyone entering through the back door got to see the brand new van which will go into 

service tomorrow.  The van cost the City slightly more than $2,000 for a van total value of $32,000 so, 

again, I want to publicly thank our County Commissioners Jimmy Dimora, Tim McCormack and Jane 

Campbell for their support in helping us to help Euclid Seniors with their transportation needs.  With 

further remarks about the van as well as a special announcement about a special event next week is the 

Director of Development, Mr. Koran. 

 

Director Koran – Very briefly, we want to obviously thank the Commissioners for the $30,000 grant to 

pay for the new van that’s parked out back, but I think we should also thank Mr. John Zigman, who’s 

sitting in the back, who’s in charge of motor maintenance.  Originally, the van was budgeted to cost 

about $37,000 with the handicap lift to put in the back.  I hope you get a chance to see it.  But through 

his hard work we were able to save almost $4,000.  The total cost was $32,890 so we really only spent 

$2800 to get a $35,000 van and a lot of the congratulations go to our motor maintenance. 

 On another note I passed out before the meeting an announcement of the groundbreaking 

ceremony which is scheduled for next Wednesday morning, May 30th, at 10 AM.  It will be the 

groundbreaking for A-D Machine.  Recently, we just received a $250,000 check from the company; 

they purchased 4 acres from the City of Euclid at Century Corners.  The groundbreaking will be next 

Wednesday morning.  We hope to have good weather.  We hope you can all come.  All the media have 

been invited we’re involving Brokaw.  Hopefully, we can have a little event there Wednesday morning 

at 10:00.  I hope to see most or all of you there.  Thank you. 

 

Mayor Oyaski – I want to thank the members of the Friends of the Henn and the Shore-Up, a non-

profit corporation, for joining with Mr. DeMinico at a special ceremony this past weekend.  The City 

received certificates of recognition from the Cleveland Restoration Society in recognition of our efforts 

to preserve and steward both the Henn Mansion and the Shore High School Civic Cultural Centre.  So 

I want to thank all those that participated in that event.   

 

REPORTS & COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Councilwoman Miller moved to receive and approve the Police Report of April, 2001; Executive 

Committee Min. of 4/30/01; Planning & Zoning Minutes of 4/17/01; Board of Control Min. 4/30/01, 

5/7/01.  Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail moved to go into the Committee of the Whole for Legislative Matters 

Only.  Councilman Gruber seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

Councilman Gruber moved to rise & report.  Councilwoman Gail seconded.  Yeas: Unanimous. 

 



Council Minutes 

May 21, 2001 

Page 3 

 

 

 

LEGISLATION 

 Ord. 86-2001 (413-01) Bond – Street  
An ordinance to provide for the issuance of bonds for the purpose of resurfacing and otherwise 

improvement streets, including curb replacement, together with all necessary appurtenances thereto.  

(Sponsored by Councilman Cervenik by request of the Finance Director) 

 

Councilman Korosec moved for passage, Councilwoman McGarry seconded. 

 

Director Balazs – If you recall our capital budget was finalized at $705,000 and to preserve our cash 

position. we were going to take $500,000 out of the bond retirement fund to support our resurfacing 

program which is scheduled dollar-wise for about $430,000 and the curbs to go along with it at 

$70,000.  So this helps preserve our cash position and this is the final thought that we had during the 

capital hearings to provide the source of the funds for the resurfacing program which will amount to 

$500,000.  If there are any questions concerning this legislation, I will be glad to answer them. 

 

Councilman Gallagher moved to close debate; Councilman Flowers seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

Councilwoman Valencic moved to suspend the rules; Councilwoman Miller seconded.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

Roll Call: Yeas:   Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller, Valencic, 

                             Cervenik 

Passed. 

  Ord. 87-2001 (414-01) Tuthill’s Florist 
An emergency ordinance authorizing, empowering and directing the Mayor of the City of Euclid and 

CS&ED Director to enter into a Special Storefront Renovation Agreement with Tuthill’s Florist Inc., 

owner of the property located at 557 E. 185th St., for the provision of a grant in the amount of $20,000 

as reimbursement of 40% of the estimated $50,000 cost of improvements, plus $2,000 reimbursement 

for needed architectural design services.  (Sponsored by Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail) 

 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail moved for passed; Councilman Korosec seconded. 

 

Director Koran – As you know, we have out of our Community Development Block Grant Program a 

storefront renovation program built into it.  This is the first project to be charged, if this is approved by 

Council tonight, for this fiscal year toward the Block Grant.  This is potentially a very exciting project 

on E. 185th Street.  There is a florist, Tuthill’s Florist, that has been there for many years.  The building 

has seen better days.  Mr. Curtis Gast is estimating a total cost of renovation of over $50,000; the 

architectural work has been done by Jack Fay.  The plans have been passed out to City Council prior to 

the meeting by Mr. DeWine.  I think that we can all agree that it is going to be a much more attractive 

building once this project is completed.  The plans are being forwarded to the Architectural Review 

Board for their review this Thursday.  As part of the project, we are hoping City Council approve a 

$20,000 reimbursement to Mr. Gast upon completion of the project or reimbursement of 40% 

whichever is less.  In addition we are offsetting half of the architectural fees of $2,000.  This will be 

charged to the Community Development Block Grant Program.  These are monies that are set aside 

specifically for this purpose.  Mr. DeWine is here if you have any specific questions; also, Mr. Gast is 

here if there are any specific questions of Council. 

 

Councilman Gallagher – I realize this is the first expenditure to be approved, but granting an 

expenditure in excess of our customary would that interfere with any future projects? 

 

Mr. DeWine – Councilman Gallagher, we have almost $200,000 in unobligated funds for the storefront 

renovation program.  In discussions with Director Koran this project, we felt because of the extent of 

the renovation that Mr. Gast is going to undertake, submit the project to Council for special 

consideration was warranted. 

 

Councilman Gallagher – Plans look fantastic. 

 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail – I think this is a great improvement; I put my full support behind it.  

Thank you to Mr. DeWine for working with Tuthill’s for bringing this about.  It will go along nicely 

with an effort of people on the street led by Mark McGraw that is trying to help beautify the street 

through a number of efforts.  This should be a good starting point and, hopefully, others will follow.  I 

offer my full support. 
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Councilman Flowers – I, too, just want to say it looks really great. 

 

Councilman Flowers moved to close debate; Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail seconded.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

 

Councilwoman Valencic moved to suspend the rules; Councilwoman McGarry seconded.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

 Roll Call: Yeas: Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller, 

  Valencic, Cervenik 

Passed. 

 

   Ord. 88-2001 (412-01) Historical Annex  
An ordinance authorizing the Mayor of the City of Euclid to amend the Agreement to Extend the Lease 

between the City of Euclid and The Euclid Historical Society to include the adjacent property at 21105 

North Street.  (Sponsored by Mayor Oyaski) 

 

Councilman Gruber moved for passage; Councilman Korosec seconded. 

 

Director Murphy – Several months ago you authorized the purchase of the Historical Society Annex, 

the building next door to the existing Society.  That purchase has been consummated and we have now 

added that property in the form of an addendum to the existing lease with the Society.  That will enable 

it to expand its operations into the adjacent building that is immediately next door at 21129 North 

Street, 21105 is the existing address where the Historical Society is.  So with the approval of this lease 

the Historical Society will add that property to the existing lease and the lease on both properties will 

expire at the same time. 

 

Councilman Gruber – I’d just like to say that this is a good starting point for the redevelopment of that 

property.  I look forward to working with the Historical Society on their plans. 

 

Councilman Gallagher – What’s the status of the repairs and renovations that were to take place at that 

building? 

 

Mayor Oyaski – Councilman Gallagher asks a good question.  We’re early in the planning stages.  

We’re working with an architect that was selected by the Historical Society and we’re going to be 

working with the Building Commissioner and Public Buildings to make some improvements once the 

Historical Society, the committee and the other professionals involved come to a conclusion.  I don’t 

expect immediate occupancy because we’re still working on the plans. 

 

Councilwoman Valencic – Did we instruct that the back building would be torn down there?  I recall 

from our previous discussions, is that happening? 

 

Mayor Oyaski – That is still an open question.  The Historical Society would like to use it temporarily 

until the front annex building is improved.  As long as it’s a short-term use, I agreed to that.  I have my 

doubts of the continuing viability of the building in the rear, but it is just being used for some storage 

right now until the front building can be fixed up. 

 

Councilman Flowers – When we first talked about I think there were a number of figures bandied 

around as far as a price to fix it up and since that time and that was before we did the budget and 

before we realized how tight our budget was, how is this going to fit in with our present, are we going 

to be able to do that? 

 

Mayor Oyaski – The renovation plans, as I said, have not been totally set with the architect and with 

the non-profit organization.  The City can donate some small amount of labor, but I continue to think it 

will take 3-5 years to do this and we are looking forward to the financial participation by the non-profit 

itself.  So it will not have a material effect on this year’s budget. 

 

Councilman Flowers – Okay, so we’ll send people over there when they have time, when they free up. 

 

Mayor Oyaski –When they’re free from other priorities, we will work with the Historical Society and 

other volunteers.  I understand Councilman Gruber’s volunteering and that we’re going to do this over 

time.  It will take a few years.  We’re looking forward to other volunteers to join Councilman Gruber.   
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Councilwoman Miller moved to close debate; Councilman Flowers seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail moved to suspend the rules; Councilman Gruber seconded.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

 Roll Call:  Yeas: Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller, Valencic, 

  Cervenik 

Passed. 

 

   Ord. 89-2001 (415-01) Adelphia 
An emergency ordinance authorizing the Administrative Director to enter into an agreement with 

Adelphia Communications to enhance the Institutional Network being installed to serve the City 

pursuant to the Cable Television Franchise Agreement.  (Sponsored by Mayor Oyaski) 

 

Councilman Korosec moved for passage; Councilwoman McGarry seconded. 

 

Director Johnson – If you recall last July, this whole process started with the approval of the transfer of 

the franchise agreement from Cablevision to Adelphia.  As part of that agreement, Adelphia agreed to 

provide the City with an institutional network.  We began the discussions with Adelphia in January, 

met with them in March to find out exactly what the design and layout of this institutional network 

would be.  We at that time also involved the Euclid Public Schools into the discussions and during the 

process of those discussions there were some major issues that were raised by the public schools as 

well as the City.  Amongst those major issues which we asked for revisions included the original 

agreement was that every building and every school in the city would get two strands of fiberoptic 

cable brought into their building.  The public schools asked for six strands of fiber brought into every 

one of their buildings and they also asked for all of their fibers to be headend into the Fordyce 

Building.  The original plan called for all the fibers to be headend into City Hall.   

 The one issue that the City raised was the issue of redundancy in the layout of the fiber.  

Because we have plans to use this for mail voice and possibly video communications; the public safety 

system, once we acquire that system; the telephone system, once we acquire that system, would all run 

the same fiberoptic cable.  We thought it was very important that redundancy be built into this 

network.  The leg that was not included would be a leg that would go from the new Fire Station #2 to 

#1 Fire Station.  The layout is in sort of a ring.  All of the fire stations would be the main hubs as well 

as the Police Department and at this point Adelphia only has one crossing over the Interstate and 

railroad tracks and that would be at 260th.  So the $50,000 that we’re asking for which is about half of 

what the total cost of all these changes are would be to bring that fiberoptic cable over the freeway and 

over the railroad tracks to connect the new fire station with the #1 Fire Station.  The total $99,000 was 

agreed upon by the schools that we would share 50% and we’re looking forward to moving with this.   

 There’s still a few housekeeping details that still need to be worked out which we’re going to 

be meeting with them tomorrow; such as, final fiber count and the number of fibers at each location.  

We still have to work out the details on termination and testing how that’s going to be done.  In any 

respect we’re still going to have to buy a patch panel which in the total scheme of things is going to be 

a very small amount.  We expect it to be about $200/location.  With the conclusion of this, we will 

have fiberoptic cable that will be going to every city building, the library and every school building in 

the city.  The goal here is to not only fortify the communications we feel are absolutely necessary 

between City Hall and all the buildings we own, but to also accomplish that with the schools.   

 In addition to that the other benefits that can accrue is, which is one of my major goals, to 

ensure that we provide high speed internet access to every classroom and every building in the city.  

This is a total of 34 buildings; we’re talking about 8 city buildings, 4 fire stations, police station and 

city hall.  This would include public library, 13 city schools and 6 parochial schools.  I talked to a 

private contractor that does this fiber installation.  The average price is about $30,000 a mile.  Adelphia 

has provided us with 27-28 miles of fiber and that amounts to a value of $834,000.  If we were to try to 

do this on our own, it would cost in excess of $800,000.  The benefits that should accrue from this is 

that right now we are looking at telephone systems.  The recurring cost that would be necessary to 

connect all these buildings should be greatly reduced so this is the backbone structure that will be 

necessary to provide long-range communications throughout the City.   

 I also passed out to everyone and I would hope that you will take a few minutes to read.  It’s a 

document that’s put out by Three Com Corp. called Building a Connected Community.  What it talks 

about is communities that are very aggressive in pursuing the fiberoptic infrastructure are communities 

that are going to be ahead of the curve as we progress into the 21st century.  I would invite all of you to 

take a few minutes to take a look at it.  I’ve provided a few extra copies on the counter.  If there is 

anyone in the community or out in the audience that would be interested in reading this if there aren’t 

any more copies, I would be happy to provide more copies.  I would be glad to answer any questions. 
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Councilman Flowers – I assume this is worked in cooperation  with the fire department. 

 

Chief Dworning – Yes, we’ve been working with Director Johnson from the inception of the new fire 

station as well as our existing station to see that the cabling as well as our telephones and cable and 

everything has been properly installed through the different sources. 

 

Councilman Flowers – Okay. 

 

Councilman Gallagher – The ordinance states that it is going to be paid for by the Cable Television 

Special Services Fund as amended.  How will that fund need to be amended? 

 

Director Johnson – I’m glad you brought that up.  At this point, I also request that you amend that 

piece of legislation to read the General Permanent Improvement Fund.  There is no such fund.  It 

should read the General Permanent Improvement Fund.   

The funding sources that we’ve selected, there is an allocation in the capital budget this year for 

a small amount for the telephone system and a small amount for the public safety system. Those 

amounts there allocated would not pay for either one of those systems, but there is enough in both of 

those to at least pay for this part of the system.  Incidentally, we will be coming to you very shortly on 

proposals for a voice system and hopefully in the very near future for your consideration of a public 

safety system.  The money would be already allocated for this. We feel logically because the police 

and fire departments will be using this fiber work for their public safety system and because we 

intended to use the same fiber optic cable for our voice communication system, that it would be a 

logical source for the funding for this. 

 

Councilman Gallagher – What was the aggregated amounts allocated for the phone system and the 

public safety system? 

 

President Cervenik – Public Service a new telephone system allocation is $40,000.  The computer 

aided dispatch was $23,000.  The money will be coming from that so at this time in the budget, we 

won’t be increasing our permanent improvement or capital expenditures at all.  However, as Mr. 

Johnson stated, he’s going to come to us soon, this year with the possibility at that time we would have 

to increase our capital expenditures for the telephone system.  Having the redundancy in the fiber 

optics, right now we are paying about $17,000 a month in switching fees, that would drop down to 

somewhere around $3,000 a month once we get the new system? 

 

Director Johnson – Right. 

 

President Cervenik – He’s going to present to us a package on the telephone system that may have a 

pay back period of about 36 months? 

 

Director Johnson – Right. 

 

President Cervenik – This is an important part of the phone system even though we haven’t gotten to 

the phone system yet.  There is the monies, $23,000 and $40,000 or $63,000 to allocate. 

 

Councilwoman Valencic – My question was, how much money was in this fund and from what you are 

saying is the Cable Television Special Service Fund, we have no funding with that name? 

 

Director Johnson – Not to my knowledge. 

 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail moved to amend Section 2 to read General Permanent Improvement 

Fund.  Councilman Gallagher seconded. 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller, Valencic, 

Cervenik. 

Amendment passes. 

 

Councilman Flowers – Now you are saying this wasn’t in the original capital improvement, so we are 

actually going to make an increase in capital improvements in the future?   
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President Cervenik – If we determine to go ahead with the telephone system, we will have to.  But we 

would have had to anyhow because of the small amount that was actually allocated in this year’s 

capital. 

 

Councilman Flowers- I’m just trying to figure out, now that we are doing this $50,000, what are we 

going to eliminate or what aren’t we going to do now?   

 

President Cervenik - $40,000 was allocated to the telephone system. 

 

Councilman Flowers – So we aren’t expecting to make that expenditure then? 

 

President Cervenik – He’s going to ask us in the future if we want to go forward with the phone 

system.  He sent us a memo that our phone system, the parts are no longer made, so we are going to 

have to do something.  $40,000 was going to be used to get him towards that goal but never to 

purchase the whole phone system.  That is going to be considerably more expensive. 

 

Councilman Flowers – I have no problem with this expenditure, I think it makes sense.  I just think we 

should know what we are going to eliminate by going through with this, since it didn’t go through the 

budgetary process.  It sounds as though you are going to get back to us? 

 

Director Johnson – I intend to, hopefully in the next week or so try scheduling a meeting with all 

members of Council to lay out all the proposals for a new telephone system.  At that point you can 

decide whether to go forward with it or not.  The idea is if this fiber optic cable is put into place, it will 

be there and it will be available to us for whenever you decide to move forward with the phone system.  

But, we didn’t have plans to forego those projects unless Council decided that they were going to put it 

off.  But at least the fiber is in place, we’ll have that part in place.   

 We have also started to take some other steps with Adelphia.  Until we can put a new phone 

system in place, they’ve agreed to provide us the same centrix switching that we buy right now from 

Ameritech.  I believe the Mayor has just signed that contract, so we will immediately begin to reduce 

that $17,000 a month bill by 20%.  The 20% is good but we want to do more than that.  We would 

begin immediately to save 20% of that as of now, but we want to reduce that monthly outlay as much 

as possible. 

 

Councilman Flowers – I just don’t want to get to the point where you say we’ll find it somewhere or 

whatever.  I have no problems if it is a worthwhile investment.  But I think Council should be aware of 

what we are replacing. 

 

Councilwoman Miller – I have a point of clarification.  You mentioned that we don’t have a cable 

fund.  Isn’t that what you said, that there isn’t?  I thought we were reimbursed from the cable company 

a certain amount of money and I thought that was a separate fund.  What am I confused about? 

 

Director Johnson – There is a community tv fund.  That’s a fund that accounts for all the operations of 

community tv.  The franchise fees that we receive from the cable company actually go into the general 

fund.  There is, to my knowledge, not a separate cable. 

 

Councilwoman Miller – How much do we usually get through cable franchise? 

 

Director Johnson – I believe its about $400,000 a year.  Incidentally we just received a franchise check 

and there are subscribers now that are taking advantage of high speed internet.  That is being added to 

the franchise fees as I had talked to you about early in the budget hearings.  So, we’ve already started 

to see some increases in the franchise fee just because people are now starting to subscribe to the high 

speed internet access service that they offer. 

 

Councilwoman Miller – So actually the money could be coming out of that even though it is in the 

general fund? 

 

Mayor Oyaski – Indirectly. 

 

Councilwoman Miller moved to close debate, Councilwoman Valencic seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Councilman Gruber moved to suspend the rules, Councilman Flowers seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 
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Roll: Call:  Yeas: Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller, Valencic, 

  Cervenik.   

Passed. 

   

   Ord. 90-2001 (411-01) Ameritech Ohio, Inc.  

An emergency ordinance authorizing the Mayor of the City of Euclid, or his designee, to grant a 

permanent easement to Ameritech Ohio, Inc. for the purpose of constructing a Litespan Cabinet on a 

parcel of property owned by the City of Euclid, as described in the legal description and permanent 

easement attached hereto as Exhibit A.  (Sponsored by Councilman Gruber by request of Service 

Director) 

 

Councilman Gruber moved for passage; Councilman Gallagher seconded. 

 

Director Gulich – This will be a 25’x20’ permanent easement.  It will be a long stretch of city-owned 

property that is adjacent to the county line south of Forestview on the east side of Birch.  It will be just 

south to where we have a swirl concentrator.  This will permit them to install a lightspan cabinet that 

will improve their switching capabilities.  Better internet service, better phone service.  For that we get 

$6,500. 

 

Councilwoman Valencic – How is the amount $6,500 determined?   

 

Director Gulich – That is their standard sum for the standard easement in any city they would install.   

 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail – What exactly is a lightspan cabinet?  How large is it?  Is it an 

eyesore? 

 

Director Gulich – When you leave the parking lot tonight, you’ll see one right on Milton Drive by the 

tennis courts.  It is not a large cabinet at all.  Most people go by and don’t even notice it is there.   

 

Councilman Gruber – Director today in the phone call I received from you, you also mentioned that 

some of that money maybe used for landscaping around it if there is any type of unsightliness. 

 

Director Gulich – Ameritech leaves that up to us.  It is in an unobtrusive spot over there.  Sometimes if 

they are in close proximity to homes, some cities would want to do a little more than usual. 

 

Councilman Flowers – I know you said, but I don’t want to wait until I go out to Milton.  Is it like 2 or 

3 feet high this box you are talking about? 

 

Director Gulich – About 3 feet high.  It will sit on a medal pedestal just off the ground. 

 

Councilman Flowers – I just wanted to make sure it wasn’t something 20 ft. high. 

 

Councilman Flowers moved to close debate, Councilwoman Miller seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

Councilman Korosec moved to suspend the rules; Councilwoman Valencic seconded.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller, Valencic, 

Cervenik 

Passed. 

 

   Res. 91-2001 (410-01) Natureworks Grant 
A resolution authorizing the Mayor of the City of Euclid, or his designee, to apply for and accept the 

Natureworks grant from the Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR).  If awarded, enter into a 

contract to renovate the Park located on Russell Avenue off East 250th Street. (Sponsored by 

Councilwoman McGarry by request of the Parks & Recreation Director) 

 

Councilwoman McGarry moved for passage; Councilman Korosec seconded. 

 

Director DeMinico – Three out of the last four years the department and the City has been lucky 

enough to receive funding from Ohio Department of Natural Resource.  We would like your support in 

applying for a grant for the Russell Avenue playground.  The current play structure is over 15 years 

old.  It’s antiquated; it’s rather small.  The last improvement to the facility was in 1995.   
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Director DeMinico - We put up a six bay swing set and we did do some paving of the basketball courts 

at that point in time as well.  The old playground had some asphalt on it.  We made it all grass.  We’re 

looking at getting the home owners associations involved.  We already set letters to them.  In fact 

we’re going to conduct a meeting here on the 30th at 6 PM before our Caucus meeting to try to get 

some input from them.  The Ohio Department of Natural Resources enjoys hearing the residents being 

involved in planning parks and playgrounds.  So with your support tonight we’re going to apply for 

approximately $75,000 we hope to have up to 75% of that reimbursed which would mean an actual 

expense out of the Recreation Capital of $18,750.  Keep in mind that we will need to put the money in 

up front.  It’s a reimbursable grant after the successful completion of the project then we receive 

money.  The projects that have been approved so far:  the Hillandale project which we just received 

letters last week about, Willo playground and Roosevelt swimming pool.  Those three projects have 

brought into the City of Euclid over $260,000 worth of improvements into our parks system. 

 

Councilwoman Valencic – What’s the timeframe, Director, of receiving this kind of money back?  

 

Director DeMinico – They notify the winning communities late April and early May.  It takes another 

30-60 days by the time contracts and documents are signed back and forth from your city to Columbus 

and then you have about a year to have that project completed when it is the Natureworks grant.  The 

Hillandale grant that we were awarded last week was the Land and Water Conservation Fund which is 

a little bit different.  They give you three years to complete that because they are usually larger in 

scope.  So this project, what we’re anticipating, would be a 2003 improvement. 

 

Councilwoman Valencic – Thank you. 

 

Councilman Gallagher - Director DeMinico, I have a somewhat unrelated question.  How many parks 

and pools does the City have?  Is there any other city outside of Cleveland that has as many? 

 

Director DeMinico – I know that we have about 6 outdoor pools and no community in northeast Ohio 

has 6 outdoor pools.  The amount of parks and playgrounds that we have, I believe, playgrounds are 

somewhere around 18, I don’t know exactly, it’s 18-19.  We’re in rather a unique and a very enviable 

situation I might say that we have such an excellent relationship with the Board of Education; a lot of 

the parks and playgrounds are on their property, joint uses.  Many years ago we all refer to the 5-year 

plan and that was a big plus for the City because a lot of the communities do not share such resources 

and they duplicate facilities and in our case we’re in pretty good shape with that.  How many other 

communities have that, I couldn’t give you an answer.  I don’t really know. 

 

Councilman Gallagher – I don’t think people realize how many amenities we have here that other cities 

don’t come close to having. 

 

Councilman Gallagher moved to close debate; Councilman Gruber seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller, Valencic 

  Cervenik 

Passed. 

 

    Ord. 92-2001 (417-01) Fire Station 
An emergency ordinance amending Ordinance 85-2001 which authorized the bidding process for the 

purchase of furniture for the new Fire Station No. 2, passed by Council on May 7, 2001, and 

authorizing the purchase of the furniture through the State of Ohio Cooperative Purchasing Program. 

(Sponsored by Councilwoman Miller by request of the Chief of Fire) 

 

Councilwoman Miller moved for passed; Councilman Gruber seconded. 

 

Chief Dworning – At the May 7th Council meeting, City Council passed legislation authorizing the Fire 

Department to enter into a contract after advertising for bids for furniture for the new fire station.  

Since that time, my Asst. Chief Pat O’Connell has been working very closely with our interior design 

architect and we’ve received some information regarding this furniture.  I’ll turn this over to my Asst. 

Chief here in a second.  I would just like to state prior that the specifications for the furniture has not 

changed.  It’s the same furniture that we intended to purchase initially as well as the source of funding 

for this furniture is the same.  It will be the Fire Station Construction Budget.  Having said that I’ll turn 

this over to Asst. Chief O’Connell to explain the purpose of this amendment this evening. 
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Asst. Chief O’Connell – Since the original request through the legislation I discovered that some of the 

furniture is available through state contract pricing.  We’re asking tonight for permission to buy the 

furniture through state contract pricing, and the remainder of the furniture would be purchased through 

bid process as required by the Board of Control.  By doing this we’ll not only save time in the process 

but also we’ll save cost of going out for bids when in reality we don’t need to. 

 

Councilman Flowers – Do you have like a ballpark figure on this that you’re talking about?  I mean 

you ask for this and I have no problem but I’d just like to have an idea of what it’s going to cost. 

 

Asst. Chief O’Connell – Originally when the project first started, I think $25,000 was allotted for the 

furniture and right now we’re probably looking at around $20,000. 

 

Councilman Flowers – Okay, thank you. 

 

Councilman Flowers moved to close debate; Councilman Gallagher seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail moved to suspend the rules; Councilman Korosec seconded.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller, Valencic,  

  Cervenik 

Passed. 

 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

Councilwoman Miller moved to go into the Committee of the Whole.  Councilman Gruber seconded.  

Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Mr. John Lennon – 22450 Seabrook.  Why are the cable franchise fees going into the General Fund?  I 

see that Mr. Johnson has saved the citizens of Euclid $100,000+.  I think the Administrative Director 

Johnson is quite capable of appropriating the finances without coming to City Council for incremental 

finances.  Why does it go into the General Fund and why is not appropriated to a specific fund for his 

utilization?  Thanks. 

 

Director Balazs – Generally speaking, most general funds even like the police tickets, the court fees all 

go into the General Fund and that’s to support all funds of the City.  If Council so chooses, they could 

specify that as a special revenue fund and it could be created into a fund itself.  But that would be if 

you wanted to make that decision, we would have to probably address that in one of the budget 

hearings in the future. 

 

Harvey Mlachek – 23831 Lake Shore Blvd.  Two weeks ago I think that the taxpayers of the City of 

Euclid got the worst kick in the wallet since you gave Tom Evert Dance Studio free rent.  Is it not 

incumbent for the City to get the best deal that they possibly can when buying or selling for their 

taxpayers?   

 On this lease for the Polka Hall of Fame I just wondered if you advertised that building at all 

and how many people did you contact or did you talk to or did we just take an arbitrary kick in the 

wallet? 

 At the last meeting two of us, me and Madeline Scarniench, brought up the ADA accessibility 

to the old City Hall.  I have a document here listed on Mr. Koran, I believe, his letterhead from Dan 

Mason and Chuck Comiskey on the old City Hall ADA evaluation.  There’s four pages here on what 

has to be done to that city hall to make it ADA accessible.  I talked to Mr. Comiskey and I asked him if 

there’s been anything done at all since 1995 to make that building handicap accessible.  He says that 

no there hasn’t and in his opinion, it must be done before the Polka Hall of Fame can move in.   

 When you talked in 1998 to the Softball Hall of Fame, you discussed the handicap 

accessibility.  Holzheimer Gail, this is from a meeting of January 5, 1998.  Accessibility won’t be an 

issue on the second floor?  Mayor Oyaski – I don’t believe so.  Councilwoman Miller - Since this is 

going to be on the second floor and is going to have, hopefully, a lot of people going through it, what 

about handicap?  Is there anything in the plans for that in order for someone to get to the second floor?   

 

Mayor Oyaski – We have not yet put the capital budget and we have not included any money in that 

budget to improve the accessibility upstairs.  In the long-term plans we would like to improve the 

accessibility to both the first and second floor.  It comes down to a question, the capital budget and 

how much the capital budget can afford?  The building has been as it is since 1937.  In the long-term 

plan we would like to improve the accessibility but nothing immediately. 
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Mr. Mlachak - The ADA is a Federal law.  You’re familiar that I did file several years ago a complaint 

with the Civil Rights Commission forcing the Friends of Henn House to put handicap bathrooms at the 

Henn House.  The City has been thumbing its nose at a Federal law for all these years and I think it’s 

time for it to come to a halt.  Mr. Apanasewicz and Council President says this city hall is not in full 

compliance.  Did Mr. Apanasewicz or anyone inform Council that renting this space is in direct 

violation of Federal ADA laws?  Mr. Gallagher, an attorney, should be well aware of this violation and 

yet not only did he say nothing, but he voted for the ordinance.  I have a meeting with a legal firm to 

look into the possibility of filing either a restraining order against the City until the ADA laws are 

completed including calling a halt to the operation of the Slow Pitch Hall of Fame until these ADA 

accessibility laws are fulfilled.  I hope this legal society will take this and help me file a suit against the 

City.  That’s the end of that I have to say. 

 Just one other thing.  This time of the year I notice we have a lot of phone books out in the 

foyer.  What does the City do with their used phone books?  What I’m getting at.  The Metropark 

System and for the Zoo they have a use for these phone books that they shred and use either for 

bedding or whatever is necessary at the parks and the zoo.  I was just wondering.  There’s got to be a 

ton of phone books.  The Metropark System at the top of Bluestone Road has a big receptacle up there 

as to where you can take your phone books and dump them in there and they can be recycled and used 

for a good purpose.  Thank you very much. 

 

Director Johnson – Mr. Mlachek, on the phone books, our Purchasing Manager, Mr. Jost, sends an e-

mail to everyone to let them know that the new phone books are in the Hall.  They are to bring their 

old phone books to the corridor in the back and he collects all of them and we send them to recycling. 

 

Mr.  Mlachek – That’s great.  Thank you. 

 

Mr. Dennis Berzinskas – 20890 S. Lake Shore Blvd.  A doctor once told me that you know you’re 

getting old when your back goes out more times a month than you do.  I had the privilege over the 

weekend to be in Hudson, OH along with Bob DeMinico and several citizens from the Friends of the 

Henn Mansion and the Shore Up Group Board of Directors.  We learned things.  We learned that we’re 

not alone.  Renovation, preservation is strong in America.  We don’t want to forget our history.  Our 

history, we have a library down the street, what are the books in there?  History books.  History is 

important.  It’s a legacy for our children.  I even think that Bob DeMinico got something out of the 

meeting because I saw him jotting down there when they said “adopt a tree program”.  Something we 

could use here, Bob, we need more trees.   

 One of the things I want to get back to the meeting of two weeks ago.  I know two weeks is 

longer than some of the political figures want you to remember back because of past practices but we 

were told, again, at that meeting how Shore can support itself and can be self-sustaining.  But we have 

people that reported to our Shore Up Group that a city director told them that by the Fall Shore would 

be closed and that was two years ago.  We have somebody else that has a vendetta because Chamber of 

Commerce moved into Shore because of the cheaper rates years ago.  I think that’s what’s caring on 

especially when he can’t realize that he can’t add figures up that it is making money.  You can’t buy a 

building like that today.  That building is strong, get a good architect that knows how to design a 

building.  You can do it.  You blew all our money on other studies that you don’t care to listen to or 

pay attention to.  They told you that a multi-purpose building for all citizens, not a privileged few, but 

all citizens; you get more bang for your buck.  That’s what it’s all about people.  You’re buying time 

and you’re buying our future.  So let’s get together, work together.  Knock off the nonsense.  Shore is 

not an issue; Shore is Euclid.  It’s a little banged up; it’s a little bruised; it’s a little worn out.  You 

would be from neglect.  The neglect we see with that building can be restored and you’ll have a fine 

building.  We have a lot of people that know about the Fall election.  There may be some changes 

made, better changes. 

 On the subject of Shore again, Shore, it makes a statement.  You pull up from Lake Shore Blvd. 

and you see a grand building.  You see over 1,000 feet of building both sides – Babbitt and 222nd.  It 

makes a statement.  A statement with it torn down – what kind of statement is that?  We’re told that oh, 

we’ll tear it down.  How much is it going to cost us? The asbestos issue, that costs a lot.  You tear that 

building down what are you going to put up?  Something that’s going to be made out of ticky-tack; 

that’ll fall down; that’ll look bad in a few years.  You’ve got a grocery store going up, have you really 

looked at it?  It isn’t that good looking.  But, you can make a difference and I’m counting on you 

people to listen.  You can do it.  Support, that’s what we’re looking for.  You’re looking for our 

support in the Fall?  Pay attention to what you’re doing.  Don’t ruin something for the future of our 

children.  Thank you. 
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Mr. Daryl Langman – 298 E. 257.  The first question, Mr. Mayor, perhaps you can answer this.  The 

GSI Study that did pass the Board of Control without any problems.  Is it time to stay the same as 

originally proposed?  That is an 8-12 week timeframe.  Next question concerns 205th Street.  I know 

that you have received several proposals from several developers and their proposed purchase price.  

Has there been an analysis of which one of the proposals generates the most tax revenue over a 10 to 

20 to 30-year period.  And finally, I understand, I opened up the News Journal on Thursday and saw 

some comments in there under a particular news article.  I speak now as a spokesman for the Marina 

Harbor Committee.  You may not like our proposals; that’s fine.  You may disagree with them; that’s 

fine.  But that report was based on Sandvick Architect, the original Danter Report Study, Matrix 

Engineering Study along with some other reference material.  Now, if members of Council think that 

those reports were a waste of money, then absolutely you are right.  But it is interesting that our 

conclusions in that report emphasize that we should do an architectural study and do a financial study.  

And it’s good to see that the sensible course of action has at least been embarked upon and we are now 

doing the architectural study.  We still need that the financial analysis, though, to really see what the 

City can afford when going ahead on lakefront development. 

 

Mayor Oyaski – Board of Control did, as I indicated to you, hire GSI under the original $12,700 

proposal.  I think you’re very familiar with the terms of that which have not been changed since it was 

first submitted to the City in January and the time of completion is approximately 12 weeks.  Secondly, 

we are looking at the various proposals submitted on 205, I think , very much on the same grounds that 

you suggest—the maximum return to the tax base and increase in property values in that area and we 

look forward to reporting to Council in detail in the near future.  Thank you. 

 

Ms. Kathy Vislosky – 290 E. 197 St.  I’ve come today with a couple of questions.  I have in my 

possession a couple of master plans.  This one by the First Suburbs Consortium, which I’ve read in its 

entirety, and one that I’ve gotten only partly through the Master Plan Update.  I’m not really sure 

which one of these is current.  The First Suburbs Consortium is not dated as far as I can see.  And I 

guess my question and my concern that I’d like addressed, it seems to me that these Master Plans 

contain similar information and I’d like to know why we’ve embarked on two at an expense to whom?  

Second of all, I’d like to state that I think it’s really important, it’s imperative actually, to have a 

Master Plan that’s complete.  Neither of these are comprehensive and the Master Plan Update by PKG 

states that in the beginning.  I think that what we need in addition to the statistical information, the 

demographic information, the retail studies that are here is kind of piggybacking on what the 

gentleman in front of me indicated.  We need architectural and financial studies and community plans 

which we don’t have.  Is there a plan from City and Council to meld the Master Plans that we have and 

develop something that is more comprehensive that will give us a civic vision, maybe is the term that 

I’m looking for, over a several year period of time?  Telling us what we’re going to put where; where 

our business districts are going to be; where the residences are going to be and what they’re going to 

be like; giving us guidelines and steps to develop economically with retail, with business, attracting 

new people to our City and making it overall a better place to live. 

 

Director Koran – I will try to answer that very complicated and very excellent question.  The two 

reports you had in front of you – one, you mentioned was prepared in 1995 by PKG.  That was about a 

three-year process that was encouraged by ISAC many years ago and City Councilwoman Kirsten 

Holzheimer Gail sat on the Board as well as many others in the room here.  A three-year process, the 

cost, I believe, was about $60,000 paid for entirely by the City.  And the focus of that plan was 

primarily the southeast quadrant of the community and in fact during those three years we kind of 

coined the term southeast quadrant which obviously has become a word that we use quite a bit.  We’ve 

implemented many of the recommendations that were presented in that Mater Plan Update, including 

the acquisition of Parklawn Gardens, the acquisition of the Envoy Inn, the redevelopment of the 

southeast quadrant.  And I think if you drive down Euclid Ave. today, you can see many of the results 

of the implementation strategies of that plan.  Also, the Mayor reminded me that in that plan there was 

a section on the open space plan, the Parks and Recreation Chapter.  And many of the 

recommendations the Park and Recreation Department have implemented.  Many of the neighborhood 

parks have been renovated over the past 5 or 6 years. 

 The other plan you have in front of you, Council received last year.  It was paid for by 

primarily by the County and local banks.  It was about 11 or 12 communities that all chipped in.  It was 

a $250,000 contract to study those 11 communities.  We had three specific target areas in Euclid that 

were focused on.  The first was the downtown area; the other was Euclid Ave. and E. 260th; the third 

was Euclid Square Mall.  The primary focus the consultants studied was our downtown area. 
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Director Koran -  The vision was created and presented to City Council and the residents.  It’s a 

grandiose vision that would cost hundreds and hundreds of millions of dollars to implement it, but it’s 

still on the table in front of City Council. 

 As far as other plans in the works, the Weed and Seed Growth Group, the Police Weed and 

Seed and Community Development Departments are working together right now to hire C.U.E.D. to 

do a study of Euclid Square Mall and the PMX site.  We are constantly hiring consultants.  We have 

many reports that are either in the words, for example GSI that was just hired, that was mentioned by a 

resident as well as plans that we haven’t even approved the contracts.  So we’re always looking at 

areas for redevelopment.  I think your comment was for a traditional master plan which are typically 

done for growing communities, communities that are not developed like say Avon or Avon Lake or 

some areas of Medina County.  The City of Euclid is primarily developed probably 95% developed if 

not even higher than that.  All of our plans recently, at least over the last 5 or 6 years, have been 

redevelopment plans.  How to redevelop what we already have.   

 

Mrs. Madeline Scarniench – 1511 E. 221 St.  Question, the lightspan cabinet, is that going to go on 

somebody’s tree lawn or is that on a piece of property that’s not going to be a real eye sore like the one 

that sits in front of the Clubhouse sign? 

 

Director Gulich – That’ll be on a city-owned parcel.  As a matter of fact, it’ll be immediately adjacent 

to a swirl concentrator we have there near Forestview.  So it won’t be anywhere near anyone’s house. 

 

Mrs. Scarniench – A lot has been said about money tonight.  I guess I would like to ask, we’re 

supposed to be having a Finance Committee meeting coming up, have we drastically gotten an awful 

lot of money that we weren’t anticipating?  I guess that I’m concerned about the 205 project and what 

I’ve heard is that our budget for the asbestos was $130,000 and now it’s between $450-650,000 for the 

abatement.  I do not understand where we get these figures.  Over and over we keep saying City 

Council, City Administration doesn’t belong in the real estate business and we keep selling the 

taxpayers more and more garbage.  This money is money that should have been used for those extra 

firemen and those extra policemen that we have to stall off hiring and we keep doing this kind of thing.  

You’re not doing studies where you should be doing them.  You do them first and then say, okay that’s 

what it’s going to cost us.  Okay this is the truth.  We never get told the truth anymore and I’m really 

afraid of what’s going on in the City.  It scares the h--- out of me.  And come November I do sincerely 

hope there’s an awful lot of candidates out there that are willing to step forward and say I think I can 

make a change.  Thank you. 

 

Shawn Clark – 27308 Hickory Court.  I have a couple of areas of concern tonight.  The first one is, I 

want to bring this to Hank Gulich, in order of the smell coming across the freeway from Lake County.  

I have called the Lake County EPA; they did say that it’s Kurtz Bros. that is giving us the smell in that 

area.  I just wanted to bring it to the attention so we can try to get a solution to this problem.  It’s bad at 

times that we do have to close up the house and turn the air conditioning on and I just wanted to know 

how soon this problem will be taken care of. 

 

Director Gulich – Mr. Clark, I’ve been in touch with the Lake County Health Department; it comes 

under their jurisdiction.  They do encourage calls if people do get an odor.  Obviously, they’re out in 

Painesville they don’t know.  They want to monitor the situation, too, because they acknowledge it has 

its problems.  Currently, Kurtz Bros. has entered into a lease agreement with the City of Wickliffe.  

I’ve talked with their service director as well.  As you know about three weeks ago there was a fire up 

there on a Thursday.  The Chief knows a little bit more about the fire than myself.  As a consequence 

of that, they’ve been required to turn those leaves over at a more frequent rate.  That is what has been 

causing the odor over the last three weeks or so.  They tell me they are taking steps to abate that.  The 

Lake County Health Department is going to continue monitoring that situation and, again, they do 

encourage if people do get that odor.  I’ve been in the S & F Homes everyday for the last week with 

the construction, I’ve smelled it over there as well.  I’ve called the County on each day since last 

Wednesday to let them know that I’ve smelled it.  They said that they will monitor it and I’ll be in 

contact with the service director of the City of Wickliffe as well. 

  

Mr. Clark - I do have one other comment I’d like to make.  The City of Euclid has done an excellent 

job in that area doing the street program with the new streets and new street lights, but the one concern 

I’d have is the street light in Hickory Court has not been addressed and with the new lights on Walnut, 

it does make it a little darker on the court.  Is there any way that you can either brighten it or replace it? 
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Director Gulich – I’ll be in touch with CEI, Shawn, and I’ll let you know what information they pass 

on to me.  How’s that? 

 

Mr. Clark – Thank you. 

 

Mr. Pat Delaney – 330 E. 270.  Most of you up there know me as the organizer of the Shore Up, Save 

Shore movement, the Chairman of the Board of Trustees for the Cultural Centre.  I’m here tonight 

because I have to take issue with the last Caucus Meeting.  A lot of it left me very offended and above 

all bad taste.  Mr. Gallagher’s comments about demolition of the building is completely counter 

productive and seems to set back in motion resolving this issue.  The building itself, on the National 

Register of Historical Places, these aren’t programs to hinder an opinion or make a desperate attempt 

to save a building.  These programs are in place for a great deal of benefit.  I think it really casts aside 

that honor and I’m deeply troubled by that.  The whole issue seemed ironic.  I was in Hudson for the 

Preservation Resource Center Conference and every community was represented there.  It’s seven 

counties; it was unbelievable.  I don’t know how to take that applause and that slide presentation for 

the Henn House and for Shore and bring it back here.  Everybody was there--Moreland Hills, Mentor, 

Cleveland Heights, East Cleveland—and I was very proud of Euclid on that day, but I was also 

unhappy because of the movement of this building and the attitude that goes on.  Paul Dietrich, the 

administrator of the building, says that 91% of the building is utilized.  Kathy Will said an exact cost is 

not available, but she could say that it is not near $200,000.  I’m sure that we could also give you a 

great deal of information on that.  The condition of the building has been very much overblown.  It’s 

not dilapidated.  It is in need of some attention.  There is no standing water; there hasn’t been for some 

years.  There is nothing sinking into the ground.  There is not.  As a matter of fact, my daughter had six 

weeks of play class in the basement and I found no damage.  There are no decent studies that say how 

to move forward on this.  Most of the elected officials up here were dead wrong about the Henn 

Mansion, dead wrong about the Lake Shore Tavern, dead wrong about Plan D to demolish and rebuild 

a new rec center.  By the way that was earmarked to have money coming in from Euclid Ave. to pay 

for the new rec center.  So if we would have chosen that, we would’ve been pushing up weeds on two 

huge vacant lots at either end of the City.  This effort is not going to get solved by three members of 

City Council.  I feel that that is a bad idea. There are a lot of success stories out there.  There were 

many equations presented to us on Saturday.  The $30 million projects, $50 million projects started 

with 7 people sitting around a table that just wanted to get active and I feel that the community 

activism in this City has been way underestimated.  Miss Valencic called me nostalgic.  Miss Valencic 

nostalgic does not take me away from my wife and daughter.  Nostalgic does not take me away from 

my business.  Nostalgic does not take me away from my studies at Cleveland State.  Nostalgic does not 

take me away from my work on the Board of Trustees at the Cultural Centre.  Commitment, duty and 

responsibility to the citizens and friends that live around me that’s what does and I’ve been involved 

with this for four years.  I’ve ran done many, many leads.  I’ve had several different ideas, proposals 

that aren’t my own that come from all over the country.  There’ve been a great deal of people that have 

helped and I’m willing to extend myself.  I sat here three years ago and did the same thing.  Anyone in 

the Administration, anyone on City Council, I will make myself available between now and the 30th.  If 

you want to have time to spend and, especially the ones that are adversarial to it, I would have to say 

sitting down and debating this to you I can go toe to toe with anything that you may have questioned.  

You know as far as the political ramifications I remember Kory Koran bringing up the members of 

Knuth Center.  That they’ll start walking in November.  Mayor, I’ll bring you 200 signatures today.  

We the undersigned insist that Shore Cultural building take its priority it deserves.  That it be restored 

to its historical integrity.  That it be accomplished in a timely fashion.  That it gains the staff it requires 

to succeed.  That its facilities be marketed adequately.  There’s 200 days.  You can look at each 

signature and then you have a person for everyday that says save the building.  Here is what other 

organizations think.  We were honored; we did get recognition from the Cleveland Preservation 

Resource Center that is the premiere organization in the United States.  Well, once again, I’ve 

extended myself; I will make myself available. 

 

Councilman Flowers moved to rise and report; Councilman Gruber seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

COUNCILMEN’S COMMENTS 

Councilman Gruber – A couple of items here.  First of all, I’d like to tell Fire Chief Dworning that 

yesterday one of my neighbors fell ill suddenly and we had the need to call Rescue 2.  The response 

was excellent; the professionalism was excellent.  Everything, fortunately, has worked out for the best.  

But it was really a job well done.  I told the firemen and the paramedics at the scene. 
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Councilman Gruber - Second of all, Director DeMinico, Glenbrook opening do you want to save that 

for in the future or I received our invitation to that.  That’s a nice little program.  You know we have to 

start using our neighborhood pools.  There’s been some community activism to close our community 

pools, but it’s a very vital asset to the community. 

 Also, I’d like an answer to the question about Americans with Disabilities Act to the old City 

Hall as soon as possible.  If we could get some answers as to how we’re going to address that problem. 

 And lastly, I’d like to wish a Happy Birthday to Ward 4 resident, Mr. Edward Malzon.  Happy 

Birthday, Ed. 

 

Councilwoman Valencic – Director DeMinico, since we’re on the topics of swimming pools, I 

understand that Central Pool will be closed for indoor swimming in a few weeks, June 2nd.  You 

mentioned this evening that we do have a joint venture with the Euclid Public Schools swimming pools 

and many of the other facilities, has any alternative plan been worked out to provide indoor swimming 

for those people that are using it for laps swimming etc.?  I know that the swim program has been 

cancelled for the summer for the indoor.  Any alternative plan? 

 

Director DeMinico – Councilwoman Valencic, we’ve put a request into the Board of Education.  They 

are going to be doing some maintenance, perhaps having it timed as well to the two indoor pools at 

Euclid High School and we have been unable to secure a permit to utilize any indoor swimming for the 

summer of 2001.  We spoke with our Maintenance Superintendent, while it’s not the most desirous 

time to do some lap swimming we’re extending some hours, particularly in the early morning hours at 

Memorial Pool.  We’re going to be rearranging some of our maintenance with vacuuming of that 

facility and make, I believe, three mornings available at Memorial Pool to swim laps.  Unfortunately, 

the roof at Euclid Central is going to be needed to completely be taken off.  It could not wait any 

longer.  That does not address the issue of some of the growing questions about the pool itself as well.  

This took priority above that and the possible, I’m not exactly sure what they’re talking about the 

Euclid High Pool, I think is, perhaps, doing some draining and some painting of the pool and both the 

east and west pools are going to have some major maintenance which would not allow us inside. 

 

Councilwoman Valencic – That issue was addressed, though, with the schools?  Because the swimmers 

were told that was not addressed etc.  So as long as we tried to provide an alternative and I am able to 

say that to the swimmers? 

 

Director DeMinico – Yes, there is a process as we have at many of our facilities t you put in requests in 

writing for a permit.  They have a form and we filled it out.  They called us right back the next day and 

gave us the bad news. 

 

Councilwoman Valencic – Getting back to the pool at Central, is this being initiated by the school 

system or are we putting forth any monies for that since it is a joint venture or not? 

 

Director DeMinico – No. 

 

Councilwoman Valencic – It’s being totally funded by the schools? 

 

Director DeMinico – Yes. 

 

Councilwoman Valencic – Thank you. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Councilwoman McGarry moved to adjourn; Councilman Korosec seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Attest: 

 

 

 

_________________________________  _________________________________ 

Clerk of Council    President of Council 

 

 

 


