
COUNCIL MINUTES 

JUNE 4, 2001 

 

The regular City Council meeting was held on Monday, June 4, 2001 at 7 PM in the Euclid City 

Hall Council Chamber.  President Cervenik presided. 

 

Members Present: Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller, 

   Valencic, Cervenik. 

 

Others Present: Mayor Oyaski, Law Director Murphy, Service Director Gulich, Finance 

Director Balazs, Parks & Recreation Director DeMinico, CS&ED Director 

Koran, Administrative Director Johnson, Asst. Service Director Driscoll, 

Fire Chief Dworning, Police Capt. Repicky, Zoning Commissioner Hayes, 

Housing Manager Tollerup, Clerk of Council Cahill. 

 

COMMUNICATIONS 

Council has received a request for a D5 liquor permit to Yurch Enterprises, Inc., 21939 Lake 

Shore Blvd. 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail moved to table until next meeting. Councilwoman Miller 

seconded.   

Roll Call:  Yeas: Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller, 

   Valencic, Cervenik. 

Liquor Permit tabled. 

 

Council has received the following communications: 

 

A memo from Parks & Recreation Director DeMinico and Finance Director Balazs, regarding 

matching funds for the Friends of Henn Mansion per Res. 52-2000.   

A memo from Mayor Oyaski re: a conference at CSU on older inner-ring suburbs across the 

Midwest. 

A letter from Euclid Senior Programs Manager Hastert-Wolf regarding Quarterly Senior Summit 

on Thursday, June 14th. 

Honeywell Energy Management Program Feasibility Study of the City of Euclid Wastewater 

Treatment Facility. 

A memo from CS&ED Director Koran regarding the Euclid Means Business telephone line. 

A summary of legislation from Law Director Murphy. 

 

COUNCIL MINUTES 

Councilwoman Miller moved to receive and approve the Council Minutes of May 21, 2001.  

Councilman Gallagher seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

ADMINISTRATION REPORTS & COMMUNICATIONS 

Director DeMinico – We have started summer.  Memorial Pool officially opened on Saturday.  

We haven’t had many participants yet, but the pool is opened and ready for business.  

Neighborhood pools are going to officially open this Thursday.   

 On Sunday, June 10th, we will be celebrating the re-dedication of Glenbrook Pool.  We 

are inviting everyone.  It will take place at 1:00 at the pool for a ribbon cutting ceremony.  Over 

$300,000 in improvements have been made to that facility.  I hope everyone can attned. 

 The Annual Home Days Festival will begin on Thursday, June 21st and run through 

Sunday, June 24th.  Food, entertainment, games, rides.  One event that has grown in popularity is 

Corporate Challenge.  I’m happy to say that we have 8 Euclid businesses participating, the most 

ever.  It is a lot of fun.  There’s bocce tournaments, putt-putt, wacky races. There is going to be 

one contest, Who Wants to be a Millionaire.  So hopefully the City of Euclid has some very 

intelligent people participating.  We are looking forward to this and it should be a lot of fun. 

 

Mayor Oyaski – I would like to thank everyone for participating in last week’s Memorial Day 

Parade.  Especially the  6 veterans organizations spread throughout the community.  

 I am pleased to tell you that I was fortunate enough to receive a full scholarship to the 

J.F. Kennedy School at Harvard University.  The good news is Mr. Murphy will be the acting 

Mayor.  The Departments heads and he are primed and ready to work very hard in my absence. 

 I have to tell you that I have received a tremendous amount of complaints about the front 

page article in last Thursday’s Euclid Sun Journal.  And a few complaints about the Sunday and 

Monday article in the Plain Dealer.   

 The newspapers, generally in my opinion, have no obligation to be fair or balanced or 

optimistic or confident.  I would suggest that any well adjusted citizen not allow a newspaper to 

put you in a good mood or a bad mood.   
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Mayor Oyaski - The story in the Sun Journal was very disconcerting because they call 

themselves a community newspaper.  This community newspaper, our weekly newspaper, put a 

front page story quoting two individuals who no longer live in the city.  I’ve heard whining like 

that before.  I don’t think whining is productive.  I will say this, for every two people they can 

find that whine about the City of Euclid, I can find 200 people that are proud of their community 

and that are confident about our future. 

 It does need to be said that it was a disappointment for the community newspaper to write 

that kind of front page article.  As we know that newspaper has been advocating we build a 

marina with lakefront development for several years.  That requires private investment.  That 

kind of editorial coverage on the front page makes it very difficult to attract that kind of private 

investment to the city.  It also, I think, is an assault on the property values of every resident in the 

city. 

 I want to say that I was disappointed and I did receive an all-time high number of 

complaints about that particular article.  Thank you Mr. Chairman. 

 

REPORTS & COMMUNICATIONS 

Councilwoman Miller moved to receive and approve the Fire Report of April, 2000; Board of 

Control Minutes 5/14/01 & 5/21/01.  Councilman Gruber seconded. 
 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

Councilman Gruber moved to go into the Committee o the Whole for Legislative Matters Only.  

Councilman Flowers seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Mrs. Dorothy Fike – 20271 Delaware Rd.  I have a question #5 designating Robert Tilk for the 

Cable TV Commission and there are 6 other members.  I would like to know, this is probably to 

the Mayor, when are they appointed and who are they?  I know the last Commission, I have 

mentioned this before that some of the members who were one-time appointed no longer lived in 

the city.  I would like to know who is actually on the commission and will they be meeting.  I am 

assuming it will be public meetings so we will be notified of them, when they do meet, the Cable 

Commission.  Thank you. 

 

Councilman Korosec moved to rise and report, Councilwoman McGarry seconded.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

 

LEGISLATION 
 

      Ord. (419-01) First Reading 

An ordinance rezoning 24670 Euclid Ave., P.P. #650-36-004 from U-3 to U-4 use district and 

further amending Ord. No. 2812.  (Sponsored by the Planning & Zoning Commission) 

 

First Reading.  Public Hearing September 4, 2001 or special summer meeting. 

 

      Ord. (420-01) First Reading 

An ordinance rezoning 944 E. 250 St., P.P. #643-26-021 from U1 to UR2 use district and further 

amending Ord. No. 2812.  (Sponsored by the Planning & Zoning Commission) 

 

First Reading.  Public hearing September 4, 2001 or special summer meeting. 

 

  Res. (421-01) First Reading 

A resolution granting a Use District Exception pursuant to Chapter 1375 of the Euclid Codified 

Ordinances to Dennis Svoboda to allow a U5 (commercial) use in a U4 (retail/wholesale) use 

district at 604 East 200th Street, (Permanent Parcel #641-15-033).  (Sponsored by the Planning & 

Zoning Commission) 

 

President Cervenik – This also is a first reading. However, this is not a rezoning.  This is a Use 

District Exception so it can be waived by Council.  I believe the Ward 1 Council person would 

like to waive the readings at the last Council Meeting, June 18th.  She just wants to give the 

residents in that area enough time to comment. 

 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail – That’s correct.  AT the last meeting I will ask that we waive 

the third reading so that we can make a decision before we go to recess.  I will create some 

hardship if Mr. Svoboda does have to wait until September. 

 

First Reading. 
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   Ord. 93-2001 (426-01) Renaming E. 226 

An ordinance renaming East 226th Street, extending from Lake Shore Boulevard North to 

Edgecliff Drive, to Sunnycliff Drive. (Sponsored by Councilpersons McGarry and Valencic) 

 

Councilwoman McGarry moved for passage, Councilwoman Valencic seconded. 

 

Director Gulich – Back in 1922 the City of Euclid passed an ordinance going along with the 

regional plan to rename streets with numbers in order to alleviate confusion. Streets such as: 

Bliss Road, Cut Road, Gardner became E. 222; E. 200 and E. 185.  At that time Sunnycliff 

became E. 226 Street.   

 The ordinance in question, 905.02, does allow Council from time-to-time to provide 

exceptions to this.  Century Corners and Heritage Drive are both recent examples of exactly this. 

 I would caution Council if they do approve this ordinance that there maybe other streets 

sending in their petitions in the future who have similar circumstances.  I live on E. 270th Street.  

At one time that was Oliver Street. There’s numerous examples if you have seen the ordinance of 

name streets that were changed to number streets.   

 

Councilwoman McGarry – The residents have gotten together and signed a petition for that.  The 

idea has come up on several occasions and they seem to be overwhelmingly in favor of going 

back to the historical name.  

 The only thing I would ask is the department possibly through Mr. Gliha or someone 

might come up with signage to include the street number below the name and this won’t make 

for a lack of confusion for the post office and UPS.  I’m sure our departments can come up with 

an excellent sign, so we would ask them to look at that. 

 

Councilman Gallagher – I’m sure the Fire and Police departments were consulted on this.  Any 

objections? 

 

Capt. Repicky – Like the Service Director said, we don’t want this to spread like an epidemic.  

We have a hard enough time when we hire people to learn all the streets.  With the numbered 

streets, it is a lot easier for us to respond.   

 

Chief Dworning – The Fire Department doesn’t have any problem with this. We’ve experienced 

over the years streets that changed their name.  As long as we’re made aware of these changes, 

we are in agreement with the police department, we don’t have a problem with this at this time. 

 

Councilwoman Valencic – I know the intent of the residents is to exhibit some creativity and 

historic intent, preservation.  Perhaps if this does lead the way for other streets, I don’t know if 

the Police Department and the Fire Department perhaps may have a problem?  I know Capt. 

Repicky mentioned that we don’t want to see an epidemic.  But if indeed that is the case because 

I have heard other residents on other streets mentioning this.  Will that present a problem? 

 

Chief Dworning – I can just speak from experience.  In the past we have had certain areas, 

facilities, that have changed their name on 3-4 different occasions in a short period of time, 

where we’ve had problems responding because of the amount of changes in a short time period.  

I would have to say that again, I would repeat what the Service Director said, that we wouldn’t 

want to see a lot of changes made throughout the city.  Naturally it could create problems for the 

Fire Department in our response to Fire and EMS services. 

 

Councilwoman Miller – Point of clarification, what is the procedure on this.  Does everyone on 

the street have to sign this?  Or, is it the majority of the people? 

 

Director Murphy – The city ordinance does not require any specific number.  Historically we 

have held that a majority of the property owners or residents should sign a petition.  The State 

law actually only requires a petition by one person to vacate, to narrow or to change the name of 

a street.  The State law only requires one person.  Historically the City has required a majority of 

the residents or property owners to sign a petition. 

 

Councilman Flowers – Do we have 100%?  Or is it like 50%?  Do you have any idea?  I hate to 

see it if it is like 51% to 49% that wants to see a name change.  Do we have any kind of figures? 
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Director Murphy – I’m not exactly sure how many residents are on the street.  The petitions that 

were presented were signed by a large number of residents on 226 and also a large number of 

residents who reside on Edgecliff, which is in the neighborhood.  Looking at just the names of 

people on 226 who signed the petition, I think its a vast majority. 

 

Councilman Flowers – I don’t have a problem with it if the residents want to change it. 

 

Councilwoman Valencic – I think all with the exception of 3 residents.  Those people may not 

have been home, etc.  That’s what I was told. 

 

Director Gulich – I would like to take this opportunity to personally thank all the residents of E. 

226 St. for their patience and cooperation throughout the construction project  If the rain holds 

off for two days, we should have all the concrete poured this week.  If it rains a little bit, we’ll be 

finishing up next week. Then we are looking at the final restoration immediately thereafter. 

 

Councilman Korosec moved to close debate, Councilwoman Valencic seconded.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller, 

      Valencic, Cervenik. 

Passed. 

  Ord. 94-2001 (425-01) TV Commission 

A resolution designating Robert Tilk as Council's designee to the Cable TV Commission. 

(Sponsored by Mayor Oyaski and Council President Cervenik) 

 

Councilman Korosec moved for passage, Councilman Gruber seconded. 

 

Director Johnson – To answer Mrs. Fike’s question, the members that would be tentatively 

appointed to the Commission are:  Bob Tilk if Council so approves tonight; Carolyn Dogget, 

Charlene Moskal-Burges; Joseph Pinchot; Dr. Kurt Stanic.  I believe the Mayor has two more 

appointments and I don’t recall their names.  There will be two new people who are residents of 

the city that will be appointed.   

 Yes, Mrs. Fike, we will be conducting meetings.  The public will be notified to attend the 

meetings. We have not met in some time, but now that we are very near completion of our 

studio, we are very near the point of activating the public access channel. As the schools intend 

to begin operation of their channel, it becomes now more imperative that the Commission be re-

invigorated and meet on a regular basis.   

 

President Cervenik – Mr. Tilk, Council’s choice, has served on this Committee before.  He is 

very active in the community.  The Mayor asked me if I thought he should be re-appointed and I 

didn’t think Council would have any problems.  He is an ace individual and he is now retired so 

he has even more time to spend on this.  When I talked with him, he is very anxious to meet 

because he thinks some things should be done and we should have some guidelines set.   

 

Mayor Oyaski – I agree with you.  Mr. Tilk did an excellent job in the early days of Channel 51 

back in 1997.  He chaired the Commission when it first met.  I expect to make the final two 

appointments no later than Friday. 

 

Councilman Flowers – Is this a two year term?  We didn’t do this last year, did we? 

 

President Cervenik – One year term.  They really haven’t met, so there really wasn’t a need to, 

but we probably should have.  They want to have meetings now as Mr. Johnson said.  The studio 

will be up and running and they need to set guidelines and rules for our public access portion and 

our responsibilities. 

 

Councilman Flowers – I’m glad you clarified that he was on it before and it is more of a re-

appointment.  I have no problem.  

 

Mayor Oyaski – The Committee came here in early 1997.  It has not had a reason to meet for 4 

years.  The Council did act and designate one person, but it was back in early 1997. 

 

Councilman Flowers moved to close debate, Councilman Gallagher seconded.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 
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Roll Call:  Yeas:  Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller, 

      Valencic, Cervenik. 

Passed. 

 

   Ord. 95-2001 (422-01) Sale of Fire Station #2 

An ordinance authorizing the Mayor of the City of Euclid, or his designee, to enter into a 

contract after advertising for bids for the sale of real property owned by the City of Euclid, 

formerly known as Fire Station No. 2 located at  22141 Euclid Avenue, (Permanent Parcel No. 

646-33-024).  (Sponsored by Mayor Oyaski) 

 

Councilwoman Miller moved for passage, Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail seconded. 

 

Mayor Oyaski – Council had previously authorized the demolition of Fire Station #2 which will 

soon be vacated when the new building opens up on Chardon Rd. some time this summer.  I 

would like to establish a procedure that we go out for bids to sell the property as is and that we 

demolish the building.  If there are no appropriate bids, then we attempt to sell through 

competitive bids the vacant property.  The earlier action did not authorize the sale and I don’t 

expect the demolition to occur until January, 2002.  I’m asking Council if they would authorize 

the sale of the building as is, or of the land after it is demolished, or whatever procedure Council 

would like to follow for this soon to be vacant and unneeded public building.   

 

Councilman Flowers moved to close debate, Councilman Gruber seconded. Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Councilman Korosec moved to suspend the rules, Councilwoman Valencic seconded.  Yeas: 

Unanimous. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller, 

      Valencic, Cervenik. 

Passed. 

 

  Ord. 96-2001 (427-01) IEDC For ESM & PMX 

An emergency ordinance authorizing the Chief of Police and the CS&ED Director of the City of 

Euclid to enter into an agreement with International Economic Development Council (IEDC) to 

conduct a redevelopment analysis of Euclid Square Mall, the vacant PMX property, and the 

Hillandale area, all of which are located in the Weed & Seed Program Area.  (Sponsored by 

Councilman Korosec) 

 

Councilman Korosec moved for passage, Councilman Gruber seconded. 

 

Director Koran – The process began back in December, 2000 with the Weed & Seed steering 

committee.  As you may know, they receive federal dollars, from the federal government, the 

Weed & Seed group, for a variety of different purposes.  One of the purposes is for technical 

assistance and planning studies.  The Weed & Seed Committee has met many times.  They are 

asking our department to oversee, along with the Police Department, oversee this planning 

contract with this organization. 

 It used to be CUED, the Counsel for Urban Economic Development out of Washington, 

D.C.  A very well-known, well respected, consulting firm. They have changed their name since 

last year to the International Economic Development Council to focus on three very sensitive 

problem areas in the community right now.  As the Clerk of Council read, the first site that will 

be looked at is the vacant PMX site.  The second is Euclid Square.  The third has not been a 

problem area but it is an area that is ripe for redevelopment.  That is the residentially zoned area 

up in the woods on the southern border of the community on the southside of Euclid Ave. 

 What the consultants will look at is attached in the work program.  For example on the 

Mall site, they will be looking at other first ring suburban malls that are in similar situations. 

Doing what they are calling a White Paper which will look at case studies of what other 

communities have done with such malls; looking for outside funding opportunities and also 

trying to attract quality tenants there. 

 PMX site, they will be focusing on the current ownership. They realize there has been 

many interested end-users that have looked at the site over the last several years.  They are 

concerned about the ownership; they are concerned about environmental situations that may or 

may not exist there.  They are going to assist us over the next 6 months in trying to identify 

funding sources to help clean up the site if that is indeed necessary using both state and federal 

EPA. 
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Director Koran - The third area is the Hillandale area, which is currently beautiful trees, 

residentially zoned.  There’s a paper street that exists up there.  It is privately held by private 

individuals.  We have often looked at that area as a great place for a upscale residential 

development.  There are topography issues.  There are conservation easement issues which they 

will look at. 

 The $33,000 that is required to pay for these planning studies is going to come out of the 

Weed & Seed grant.  Its money that cannot be used for anything except technical assistance or 

planning studies.  It is not money that we could use to pay police officers or buy police cars or 

anything like that.  It can only be used for planning.  It did come out of the Weed & Seed 

Committees and the Weed & Seed officers themselves.  The department has worked closely with 

a variety of officers over the past 6 years.  I’m sure Capt. Repicky can add anything if there are 

any questions from Council. 

  

Capt. Repicky – We use the Special Emphasis Fund which is through the Weed & Seed Grant.  If 

you remember about a year and a half ago do a slum and blight study on E. 260th on Euclid Ave., 

all the way to the county line.  Like Director Koran said, this money is spent with these three 

areas in mind so we can maybe redevelop it for future use. 

 

Councilman Flowers – The reason we can’t use it for police, it is written up that way?  It has to 

be used for planning, new development?  It sounds kind of strange to hear it from Weed & Seed.  

It was one of my first questions.  Then you tell me it can only be for planning.  I think it is a 

good idea but just thought it should maybe come from somewhere else. 

 

Director Koran – It is very common for grants to have a certain amount of funding set aside for 

funding purpose. For example the Community Development Block Grant program has a similar, 

they call it set-asides.  This money can only be used, as I understand, for these technical 

assistance type of studies.  In fact, the federal government that funds this, they recommend hiring 

CUED, which is now IEDC.  We have the money.  We can only spend it on planning with 

CUED.  Our job is to figure out where these planning emphasis should occur.   

 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail – To Director Koran or Capt. Repicky.  These are different 

from the PKG and the Main Street studies because we are looking at different areas, correct? 

 

Director Koran – That is exactly correct.  That is why it is now June and we have not 

consummated the contract with CUED.  Because previous meetings have talked about some 

things we’ve already studied as you mentioned through the Master Plan process or the PKG 

study, slum and blight analysis on Euclid Ave.  These were fresh approaches.  We have looked at 

Hillandale a little bit in the Master Plan only because it was recommended for redevelopment.  

This is trying to take that a step further.  The PMX site and the Mall site, we really have not 

expended any planning efforts in those two areas.   

 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail moved to close debate, Councilwoman McGarry seconded.  

Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Councilman Gruber moved to suspend the rules, Councilman Gallagher seconded.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller, 

      Valencic, Cervenik. 

Passed. 

 

  Ord. (423-01) Honeywell WWT/Finance Com. 

An ordinance authorizing the Director of Public Service of the City of Euclid to enter into a 

contract with Honeywell International, Inc. for the Project Engineering, Project Management, 

Construction Management, Performance Contracting, and Financing for a Comprehensive 

Energy Conservation Program for the City of Euclid Waste Water Treatment Plant. (Sponsored 

by Councilman Gruber by request of the Service Director) 

 

Councilman Gruber moved for passage, Councilman Gallagher seconded. 

 

Councilman Gruber – I would like to move this to Committee.  Since we have a Finance 

Committee meeting next Monday with the DMG report, this goes hand-in-hand with that report 

and I would like to put that in the Finance Committee. 
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Councilman Gruber moved Ord. (423-01) into the Finance Committee.  Councilwoman 

Holzheimer Gail seconded. 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller, 

      Valencic, Cervenik. 

Into Finance Committee. 

 

  Ord. 97-2001 (416-01) Street Sweeper 

An emergency ordinance authorizing the Director of Public Service of the City of Euclid to enter 

into a four year lease agreement with Jack Doheny Supplies, Inc. for a new Street Sweeper for 

the Streets and Sewers Department, and authorizing the lease of the new Street Sweeper through 

the State of Ohio Cooperative Purchasing Program.  (Sponsored by Councilman Gallagher by 

request of the Service Director) 

 

Councilman Gallagher moved for passage, Councilwoman Valencic seconded. 

 

Director Gulich – Our Elgin Pelican Sweeper, that’s the funny looking one you see in your 

neighborhood presently needs about $11,000 worth of repairs.  It has all kinds of problems with 

the two-speed transmission, the block is cracked.  When it emptied out, it swept up its own oil. 

We weren’t aware of the problem until it became extensive, unfortunately.  The value of the 

sweeper is about $15,000.  Jack Doheny will give us $16,000 towards this machine, offer it 

towards this lease.  It will be a 4 year lease.  We would be required to make any payments on it 

until we have the machine for an entire year, year 2002.  And the three subsequent years 

thereafter after which the machine would become ours.   

 As you are well aware, I’ve been harping about storm water management.  We will be 

needing to sweep a lot of streets.  This machine is very well fit to do exactly that.  We already 

have one geo-vac that has an added bonus of being able to pick up leaves for us.  It is a machine 

that will do double duty. We will have two compatible machines and I certainly would appreciate 

the Council’s support on this item. 

 

Councilman Flowers – It sounds like you negotiated not making payments this year because you 

don’t have to touch this year’s capital budget.  Is that the reason? 

 

Director Gulich –Yes. 

 

President Cervenik – What will the payments be the following year? 

 

Director Gulich – You are talking payments of $37,987.   

 

Councilwoman Valencic – How is that divided? 

 

Director Gulich – That would be 4 years equally and then at the end of the 4 years we would then 

own the machine.  We could pay it off early if we so desired. 

 

Councilwoman Valencic moved to close debate, Councilman Gruber seconded.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

 

Councilman Flowers moved to suspend the rules, Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail seconded.  

Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller, 

      Valencic, Cervenik. 

Passed. 

CEREMONIAL RESOLUTIONS 

  Res. 98-2001 (418-01) Memorial Koskovics 

A resolution in Memoriam to the family of Joseph Andrew Koskovics who passed away while 

attending Scout Camp on May 22, 1971. (Sponsored by Mayor Oyaski and the entire Council) 

      Res. 99-2001 (424-01) Memorial Pete Olds 

A resolution in Memoriam of Everett "Pete" Olds, who passed away on May 24, 2001, at the age 

of 77. (Sponsored by Mayor Oyaski and the entire Council) 

 

Councilman Korosec moved for passage, Councilwoman Miller seconded.   

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller, 

      Valencic, Cervenik. 

Passed. 
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COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

Mrs. Abby Vernon – 1497 E. 196 St. I would like to comment about the agreement with IEDC to 

conduct a redevelopment analysis.  I don’t understand why we continue to do things like an 

analysis of these three properties or three areas that we don’t own, that are owned by private 

citizens.  It seems to me that it isn’t really any different than if we decided to spend the money to 

check out something in downtown Cleveland that’s owned by private individuals and has 

nothing to do with us.   

 As far as the money being federal money, I would like to remind everybody once again 

its our money.  We pay the money to the federal government so please be careful on how we 

spend it. 

 

Ms. Kathy Vislosky – 290 E. 197 St.  I have several questions this evening and a lengthy 

comment.  My first question is regarding zoning, U-3, U-4, U-1 and UR2.  What are all of those?  

You’ll excuse me if I don’t know what that is. 

 Regarding the property for Dennis Svoboda to change the use from commercial to 

retail/wholesale, I would like to know what he wants to put there.  

 To enter into bids for the sale of the property on #6, the City of Euclid.  In terms of 

zoning, what is that area zoned commercially and what would we like to have there? Other than 

somebody just buying the property and develop it. 

 Lastly, I’m tagging onto the lady before me regarding Item #7, which ties into my 

question at the last Council Meeting.  At that meeting I had questions about a comprehensive 

master plan.  I was told that traditional master plans were for new cities, not already developed 

cities like Euclid.  I not only believe this thinking is flawed, I think it is dangerous.   

 To explain, I would like to offer an analogy to you and I’ve thought about this so I’ve 

prepared this for you.  If you’ve invested in a company stock in order to expand your personal 

financial portfolio, you would be doing so in the hope that the company would grow and 

therefore your investment would grow.  In order to grow, every company needs a vision, an idea 

of where it wants to be in 2 years, 5 years, 10 years and 20 years and a step-by-step road map to 

get it there. The plan must be evaluated and assessed each year to gauge continued viability and 

progress.  If a company has no vision and your investment is lost.   

 On a different note, the already developed City of Willoughby created a civic vision of 

what they wanted their city to look like at the end of a 10 year time span.  If you remember 

Willoughby of 10 years ago and I don't know how many of you go there, and you’ve been there 

lately, you know there is a big difference and its an improvement, so their plan has worked. 

 I’m not suggesting that we be Willoughby.  However, I am suggesting that we create a 

vision and develop a master plan like Willoughby did and learn from their example. 

 Currently Euclid has no vision.  We have many plans and we have many great ideas such 

as building a new senior center, waterfront development, redevelopment of Shore, lots of things 

we want to do but our problem is that as a legislature and as a community we are divided.  What 

should we do if we are going to build new buildings; where are we going to put them; what’s to 

be there; can we afford them.  None of us are sure and we can’t seem to come to a consensus. 

 All of these ideas are valid and they all should be completed.  What we need is a vision.  

We need a road map of how to complete them; what are we going to do; where we are going to 

do them; how long it will take us to get there and how are we going to pay for them. 

 If we don’t do that, we might do some of them, we might do all of them, but they’ll be 

half-baked and none of us will like the end result.  We absolutely need to stop paying for studies 

focusing on isolated areas of our city like the one we talked about here in #7.  Instead, I would 

like to see that money pulled with other money to create a master plan and a vision. 

 Council people, you are here to help us create a vision for our city.  Please don’t let us 

keep going after piece-by-piece meal projects.  We need a vision.  Eventually if we don’t have 

one the City of Euclid won’t be a nice place to live anymore and lots of more people will move 

out and people won’t want to stay.  We really need a vision and I’m urging you to develop one, 

help us develop one and develop a master plan. 

 

Mrs. Dorothy Fike – 20271 Delaware Rd.  I’m going to ask the same question I asked last month 

about the redistricting of the wards.   I was told at that time you didn’t have the figures yet. It 

was odd that same week in the Plain Dealer it talked about Cleveland redoing their wards.  And 

yet I was told at this Council Meeting that Euclid didn’t have the figures yet.  I wanted to know 

where Euclid was in the process of redoing the ward boundaries? 

 

Director Murphy – We are still gathering figures.  We have one of our law clerks working almost 

exclusively, unfortunately he only works 20 hours a week. Those 20 hours he is working almost 

exclusively on the Internet, pulling up maps. 
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Director Murphy - For whatever reason, the Census Bureau does not tell the City, and I don’t 

know how Cleveland is doing it.  I’m glad you’ve told me that because we will contact them 

tomorrow and find out how they think they received the exact population in each of their 21 

wards.  We cannot find the exact population in each of our 4 wards.  I doubt, seriously, that 

Cleveland knows what the population numbers are in each of their 21 wards.  We’ll follow that 

up and if its available we’ll get it.  We will finish the plan shortly. 

 

Mrs. Fike – Since they do have 21 wards, the Council people were trying to decide how they 

should do it.  There was some jockeying, in my opinion, for a position also.  I’m glad the Law 

Department is working on it although it is up to Council first.  I was concerned about the 

deadline that it is done in the proper time.  Thank you. 

 

Mr. Dennis Berzinskas – 20890 S. Lake Shore Blvd.  Council, lucky #7.  I’m going to ask 

another question, I’ve asked it once before.  We’ve got a lot of land there.  In Cleveland, Brook 

Park, is it politics that we don’t get into it? What about a convention center?  They want to 

extend the airport through the convention center land now.  Let them have it.  They don’t have 

enough runways.  Why don’t we look into having a convention center here.  You’ve got all that 

land on Euclid Ave. that hotels can go up.  You have land, empty businesses where we can put 

restaurants in.  Bring people into the city.  Create jobs for the city. Why not a convention center.  

That’s a question I would like answered.  Is it just politics that we can’t get into it?  What’s 

holding us back from trying?  You’ve got two properties there.  You can put a monorail system 

in for parking.  Parking wouldn’t be a problem.  We need answers. Thank you. 

 

Mr. Harvey Mlachek – 23831 Lake Shore Blvd.  Euclid, Ohio.  I had to get ahead of Mr. Fraier 

because he’s just too tough an act to follow.  I just have an observation tonight.  First one 

question, in who’s ward is our skate park?  It’s in your ward.  Between you and Mr. Korosec, 

about 6 weeks ago we passed a helmet ordinance in the City of Euclid.  Have either one of you 

two and how many trips have you made to our skate park to see what’s going on in there? 

 

President Cervenik – Harvey, make your statements and questions and they’ll answer them when 

you are through. 

 

Mr. Mlachek – Why am I not entitled to ask these very important questions? 

 

President Cervenik – You can ask them, but when you are done speaking you will get an answer.  

This is not a debate session. 

 

Mr. Mlachek – They can give me the answers when I’m done, certainly.  I have made many trips 

in there.  I’m the guy that made trips.  I’ve been there a dozen or more times.  You have a sign in 

there.  I wonder if anybody has suggested to the Recreation Department or the Police Department 

to put some signs in there and say with our rules over there you have to wear a helmet.  I’ve been 

in there when there’s been between 6-20 kids in there.  There are few if no helmets visible.  

There’s kids skating in there after dusk, when the park has to close.  

 I went past there before I came to this meeting and I was also there last night.  That skate 

park is absolutely filthy.  It is probably the dirtiest place in Euclid.  The trash can is tipped over.  

There’s trash laying all over the place.  There’s empty soda pop bottles laying all over the place.  

I think this creates a little hazard for people in the park.  If the sign we have there says “no 

bikes”.  At times there’s almost as many bikes in there as there are kids on skateboards. 

 One reason they are in there after dusk is the lights from the baseball field and the lights 

from the school where the basketball court is.  It encourages them to be there after dusk.  Instead 

of helmets in there from watching these kids, you ought to encourage them to have knee pads 

and elbow pads, as does the Eastlake Skate Board Park. 

 You’re infringing on the kids rights so their freedom to choose whether they want to wear 

a helmet or don’t want to wear a helmet.  Let the kids alone.  Let the parents decide what they 

want their kids to do.  The kids will take care of themselves.  You watch them kids over there for 

half-hour to an hour, they get along very well.  I haven’t seen any rowdyism, or anything else.  

Just a few things I question, but on the overall picture the kids are very well behaved.  I suggest 

you clean up the park and leave them alone. 

 I also took a trip through the Eastlake park.  It says their grounds are under 24 hour police 

video surveillance.  There’s large signs in there saying the park closes at dusk.  There’s large 

signs in there that says you must wear helmets in order to use this skating park.  It also says 

damage to the skate park will result in permanent closing.  They have extensive rules: skate at 

your own risk; safety equipment such as helmet, gloves, elbow pads, supports is required.  The 

municipality reserves the right to take away your privileges of using the park.   
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Mr. Mlachek - No make-shift items or other alterations to equipment will be permitted.  

Sometimes it kind of makes me think when people here get up and say this municipality, this 

city, that city, has this or they have that, they have the other thing.  But if you are going to take 

care of our kids, I think it would do you good to go over there and take a look at this park.  Capt. 

Repicky and the Chief, you are going to love me for this, but at the Safety Committee Meeting 

you were delegated the job of taking care of this park.  I think that’s all and my time has run out. 

Thank you very much. 

 

Mr. Jack Fraier – 235 Greenbriar Court.  Whenever you drive down Lake Shore Blvd., and you 

go past Sims Park, you’ll see a sign that says, Henn Mansion.  One would assume that the name 

of the structure at the end of the driveway is the Henn Mansion. 

 Perhaps not.  Perhaps technically the legal name of that building is the Ruth W. Cramer 

Recreation Administration Center.  It puzzles me that when the Henn Mansion was placed on the 

National Register, this fact didn’t get detected.  I was wondering what was going on in Columbus 

that they didn’t double check some of the material sent down. 

 Who was Ruth Cramer?  This City has a recreation program that surpasses any in this 

area.  It didn’t happen overnight.  It began a long time ago and Ruth Cramer was one of those 

who laid the foundation for a first class recreation program.  And who on earth gave the Henn 

Mansion the title of the Ruth Cramer Center?  It was the Euclid City Council that did that 

twenty-sum years ago. She really has fallen into oblivion.  We are forever talking about lakefront 

development.  We are talking about Shore.  But we have forgotten somebody who did a great 

deal for this city. 

 Not just the Henn Mansion should be looked at.  I think its also time to focus on Sims 

Park itself.  We keep hearing the term, its a passive park.  What a minute here.  We have swings 

and tetter-totters, for little tots.  A few weeks or a few months ago there was a rummage sale 

there, a flea market, knife sharpening and a massage therapist.  Somehow that isn’t quite passive, 

or maybe it is passive.  But we did say no senior citizens, verboten.  If a mistake was made this 

year, I think that was one of them.   

 Take a look at Sims Park.  It is not a rectangle or a square.  It is actually something like a 

diamond.  The southwest corner where a proposal was made to put a senior citizen center would 

not really cut much into that park.  It was unfortunate Council did not seem to have much 

enthusiasm for that because it might lose the park.  

 But what is the future of Sims Park?  A lot of people might ruffle through their stuff at 

home and find this little pamphlet published by the Lake Shore Garden Club in 1982.  In it, they 

make some suggestions and plans for the future of Sims Park.  Also, some of us have already 

seen Gary DeWine’s remarkable plan for the future of Sims Park.  Somewhere along the way we 

need a plan for Sims.  Incredibly, in 1977 an Ad Hoc Committee was formed to submit ideas for 

the development of Sims Park.  Whatever happened to the Ad Hoc Committee? 

 In summary, let’s get a plan now for Sims Park.  Let’s get a plan for acknowledging Ruth 

Cramer.  Let’s reconsider the location of the senior citizens center.  Maybe we can name it in 

honor of Ruth Cramer.  Or, if Shore is ever demolished, a new community center might be 

named for Ruth Cramer.  Thank you very much. 

 

Mayor Oyaski – Ruth Cramer is gone but she is not forgotten.  She was a friend of mine.  She 

worked with the Recreation Department for many, many years.  I know Mr. DeMinico knows her 

and fondly remembers her.  The building did bear her name until the building was vacated in 

1989.  It remained vacant, as you know, for 7 years.  We felt it was inappropriate to put the name 

of such a special lady on a vacant building.  Mr. DeMinico and I have spoken about recognizing 

her accomplishments and her service in some other way.  There was a reason it was taken down 

because the building had been vacant for 7 years.  It did have a sign, Jack, at one time for Mrs. 

Cramer. 

 

Mr. Ed Gudenas – 24555 Lake Shore Blvd.  Good evening.  I would just like to read from a 

recent article over the weekend about one of our trifecta of investment projects.  This was about 

the demolition cost for the apartment building on Edgecliff.  Quote, if I had known it was going 

to cost $400,000 I would have had to look at other options, said Councilman Christopher Gruber.   

 The odds are no council member knew what the cost was because no one ever asked what 

the cost was.  Throughout all the other press reports going back to last year, you look at it, 

there’s a figure of $130,000 constantly coming from the Administration.  No one ever bothered 

to ask who came up with the $130,000.  We assumed apparently that somebody who is paid a lot 

of money, working fulltime at City Hall did the work and came up with this figure based on 

some technical expertise and some professionals, etc. the way you are normally supposed to do. 

But low and behold, the Mayor says that, Oyaski says the original estimate was from a builder 

who is trying to buy the property.  
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Mr. Gudenas - This is the first time we find out that our estimate of $130,000 is off by probably 

$300,000 because we never really bothered to do any kind of work whatsoever.  I have news for 

you, the 9 people who are elected on City Council, this is your responsibility.  Your 

responsibility is to read this contract.  If you look at the contract, in fact the legislation you 

passed to buy this says this is Exhibit A, and you approve all the terms of this agreement.  In this 

agreement that you all approved, all nine, all nine take responsibility for this.  Purchaser, 

meaning Euclid taxpayers, hereby waives any and all rights whatsoever which it has or may have 

under its presale inspection ordinances, disclosure statements, lead base paint warnings, 

environmental concerns and audits and lake shoreline erosion concerns and therefore releases 

Seller from any obligation Seller may have to Purchaser to respect with the compliance of the 

above listed ordinance and subject as well as any asbestos, toxic waste and materials, radon gas, 

erosion problems if any, which maybe found on this property. 

 Basically by voting on that legislation without a Committee Meeting, that was rushed 

through with emergency legislation as if it had to be done that day, and apparently for reasons 

unknown it had to be done that day.  Everyone approved this legislation, you all take 

responsibility for tearing down a building without having any clue to what it would cost to tear 

down.  Normal people spending their normal money would never right a contract like this.  

Looking at the type, it looks like it was written by the Seller because this is not one of the city’s 

computers.  It looks like our Law Department simply let the Seller write up the contract and that 

was the extent of the Law Department’s work on this.   

 Exactly why we did this, someone needs to explain themselves here.  The Council 

members who supported this legislation need to find out why you did this.  To go on it says, 

Oyaski says testing the building before the city purchased it would have made the building 

unmarketable to anyone else.  This logic befuddles me because it says that had we tested it, we 

would have found out that the building wasn’t worth $900,000, in fact there was no appraisal for 

that.  It probably was worth $300,000-$400,000 had we tested it and no one else would have 

bought it.  So heaven for bid, the Euclid taxpayers would have paid $300,000-$400,000 instead 

of $900,000.  Apparently the Mayor feels that would have been an injustice to the Seller, because 

he was entitled to his $900,000 and not the taxpayers paying about a half million dollars less.  

You need an explanation on that kind of quote too.   

 It says, the City will quickly recover its investment in the form of property taxes which 

would mostly go to the schools.  You are going to spend about a million and a half dollars on this 

building.  You’ll be lucky to get a half million back regardless of what that contract says of 

$900,000.  Those lots are not worth $100,000 each.  At most they are about $40,000-$50,000.  At 

most you will get back $500,000.  You are going to lose $1, 000,000.  The interest on $1,000,000 

is $45,000 a year.  If you get $3,000 from each of the houses in taxes times 12, that’s $36,000.  

You won’t even cover the interest expense let alone ever get your million dollars back.  

Assuming that the schools are free for everyone who stays there, that there’s no cost to the 

school system.  Assuming garbage is free.  Assuming police protection is free. Snow plowing is 

free.  You have absolutely no way to get this million dollars back.  You all ran this through 

without a Council Committee just like the Envoy Inn, just like the Village of Euclid.  Century 

Corners annual operating budget because of the interest now costs more than the entire Shore 

budget.  Not one council person has ever questioned the annual operating budget of Century 

Corners which is now more than Shore. We must get our priorities straight here.  Thank you. 

 

Mrs. Madeline Scarniench – 1511 E. 221.  Passive parks.  Jack you missed it when the Scouts 

were out there a couple of weeks ago.  There had to be 50 tents. Those kids are definitely not 

passive. 

 Two things.  #6, the Fire Station.  Station #2 has been a very good neighbor to me for 

many, many years.  But I have a deep concern over what will be in its place.  My  street is a 

dead-end street.  We have an awful lot of traffic on that street.  With the new business, the nail 

place that just went in, even though they put in a driveway, the street is packed all the time and 

they park right up to the end of the street.  I would ask Capt. Repicky if they could check on that.  

If there’s someway they could say that you can’t park that close to the end of the street.  But I 

just fear that a business in that place would really cause a lot of concern for the residents on my 

street.  I’ve said it before, the Master plan says we need parks, pocket parks.  I would like to see 

that become a pocket park.  We wouldn’t have to worry about other people parking.  It is a very 

big concern.  It would solve a lot of problems.  We’d get Jack’s trees.  We would have a nice 

place where we could sit and watch the traffic go by and we could remember Fire Station #2. 

 I hope it is just a typo in item #10.  It is May 22, 1971.  If its not a typo, we’ve really let 

something go by for a very long time.  Thank you. 
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Mayor Oyaski – I had the honor of joining the family of the late Mr. Koskovics at a flag raising 

on the 30th anniversary of his death.  It was very important to the family that they honor his 

memory.  He died during a Boy Scout expedition.  He had been a Vet and the family did ask that 

we honor his memory and I think it was most appropriate given his service even though it was 

many years ago. 

 

Councilman Gruber moved to rise and report.  Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail seconded.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

 

COUNCILMEN’S COMMENTS 

President Cervenik – We did not answer Ms. Visloksy’s questions.  John, the zoning U-3, U-1, 

UR2? 

 

Commissioner Hayes – U-1 is single family.  U-2 is two family.  U-3 is apartments.  UR1 is day 

care centers.  UR2 is churches.  Mr. Svoboda’s property is zoned U-4.  He is requesting a use 

district exception to U-5, which is commercial. 

 

President Cervenik – Fire Station #2 right now is zoned? 

 

Commissioner Hayes – UR3, which is community. 

 

President Cervenik – As far as the master plan goes, during the recess, I’m going to be talking to 

some members of Council and the Administration, especially Director Koran about possibly 

reconvening our Master Plan Task Force to revisit what has been done.  And to use these various 

studies that we have in various areas throughout the city such as Main Street, PKG and 

incorporate those where applicable into the Master Plan.  We’ll be working on this this summer 

and probably put a Committee together sometime in September, October.   

 

Councilman Flowers – The idea of a convention center.  Seeing where that’s at, its not to bad of 

an idea.   

 

Director Koran – This study has not begun yet.  Council approved it tonight at CUED will begin 

this process. 

 

Councilman Flower s- No, I’m talking about as far as the property we have. Or you are right, you 

could use the areas you are talking about now.  But I was talking about right off of Euclid Ave. 

 

Director Koran – I thought the resident was saying the PMX and Euclid Square Mall site would 

be good for the IX Center.  I will mention that to the consultant. 

 

Councilman Flowers – Is that something we would go through NOACA for help on?  Didn’t 

something happen with Mayor Lynch when he was looking at putting an entertainment center 

down in Euclid.  Wasn’t he negotiating something with Lake County to get support from them? 

 

President Cervenik – We were going to have a Front Row type facility where the old Ramada 

Inn was.  He was dealing with a man who shortly after that was under indictment for a number of 

other organized crime infractions.  I believe, if I’m not mistaken, he is still in prison.  We did 

look into it. 

 

Councilman Flowers – The point I want to bring out is that we’re looking at getting some sort of 

assistance from Lake County weren’t we? 

 

Director Koran – Not that I recall, no. 

 

Councilman Flower s- The other point I want to make is the thing on E. 205 & Edgecliff.  I don’t 

know where Mr. Gudenas was.  I had reservations and I spoke to them.  I even requested that 

perhaps we could have gone out for request for proposals because we talked about doing it for 

Russell Erwine. There was some discussion, at least from this Councilman, that I had concerns 

about the cost.  It is unfortunate where things might be right now.  I ended up voting for that 

because I said I thought it was a good idea, the whole concept of it.  Although I’d prefer to wait a 

little bit longer, hopefully that will pan out.   

 I also want to touch base on the questions of the passive park that we heard today at Sims 

Park.  I want the park to be used.  I don’t necessarily want it to be passive.  I know as a kid I 

played football and I played baseball.  I want individuals to use that park.   
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Councilman Flowers - I don’t want it to sit there and nothing go on there.  It was more of a 

question of greenspace when we looked at it 8-10 years ago about turning it into a marina.  I just 

want to address some of the residents questions. 

 

Councilman Gruber – One a lighter note, I’d like to wish a Happy Birthday to Ward 4 resident 

Jack Fraier. 

 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail – I like your idea of reconvening the Master Plan Task Force or 

something in that nature.  There’s been an article in the City & State magazine, where 

somewhere by Columbus, has done a citizen lead or city lead, not necessarily using a consultant 

to take us through.  We have many residents that can offer a great deal of expertise in this area.  I 

really would like to take a look at as we reconvene and I’ll get some information about that.  I 

believe Shaker Heights has done something similar using residents, very strongly, very actively, 

through that process and looking at some of the long term issues.  Like the schools do on a 

continual plan that we would update every year so it looks 5 years out each year.  I think that’s a 

great idea and I really would just suggest at this point let’s look at getting as many residents that 

can offer expertise in that area involved in that process. 

 

President Cervenik – Sounds like a project that Mr. Sonnhalter can assist us in Director Koran’s 

department.  He is very well versed in planning.   

 

Councilwoman Miller – I would like to thank the Mayor for making his comments about the 

article in the newspaper.  I, too, received many phone calls.  They in turn stated they were going 

to call the newspapers and voice their displeasure.   

 I believe that this Council and this City has done tremendous steps in trying to make this 

community a community where families want to come, want to live and enjoy all the facilities 

which we have to offer.  We do so much and then something like this comes out and we take 10 

steps forward and 20 steps backwards.  It is a no win deal, it seems like.  But, there are many 

residents out there, I know the phone calls I received saying they didn’t talk to me, they didn’t to 

me and I have so many positive comments to make that I wish they would have called me.   

 I do agree with the Mayor.  I hope the citizens realize that these are just a couple of 

people and they should check with their neighbors.  I know my neighbors are new families that 

have moved in and they are very excited about living in Euclid and living in our area there.   

 I, too, think the Master Plan, every now and then we have to update it and work on it and 

its a good idea.  Working on it this summer is a positive step. 

 

Councilwoman Valencic – The residents are all coming together to help promote this 

community.  They have been very active and very vocal in coming here to Council Meetings, 

etc.  I also received the phone calls and the Sun Journal received those phone calls from the 

people that were opposed to those negative articles.  So, we just keep plugging along as we are 

and we are elevating the community to a different level.  Thank you. 

 

President Cervenik – I spent some time on the telephone today too with both Linda Socha, the 

writer of the story in the Sun Journal as well as Editors Skala and Morilack.  I tried to explain to 

them how I felt the article was very unfair the way it is written as they questioned one person 

from the City of Euclid who moved out and then they went to the other communities and didn’t 

question anyone who moved out.  Furthermore they took the statements of these two individuals 

who own the mattress store on 200th Street as gospel.   She made some disparaging remarks 

about our school system and yet to the best of my knowledge has never been inside of our school 

system, nor has she sent any of her children into the school system.   

 It does bother me when a newspaper, especially a local newspaper takes mean-spirited 

comments such as this from people who were not quite sure where their commitment is and what 

their reasoning is and make that their head story.  I gave them a lot of names of people who have 

lived here a long time and plan on staying here for the rest of their lives.  They have given me 

assurances that they will come back in the newspapers as well as the other editions that they did 

now, and show the other side of the story.   

 No apology.  They felt it was news and that’s fine.  But at least after talking with them I 

felt a little better that they were concerned and will react to some of our concerns.  Most of us 

know that it is a pretty darn good place to live.  We’ve got our problems.  We’re trying to deal 

with them as best we can.  Some of us disagree with how we deal with problems.  Some people 

would like to see something else done.  We do the best we can.  I’ve been here all 47 years of my 

life and want to finish my life out here as well as most people I know.  Just my own street, they 

talk about people, as she stated, moving out in droves.  We’ve had 25 new people move onto E. 

213 Street in the last 10-12 years.  That’s 25 wonderful neighbors of varying ages. 
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President Cervenik - Older, younger, some with children, some without children, contributing 

strongly to our neighborhood.  Contributing very strongly to their churches, to their schools and 

to this community as a whole. Some people will leave, but the quality of people we are getting in 

here are very good and very strong and I’m proud to be a resident of this city and always will 

regardless of what the newspapers come up with.  We all need to pull together, work together, 

defend your city.  It’s a good place to be. Don’t let people say things about it without telling 

them just how nice it really can be.  Thank you. 

 

Councilman Gallagher – I accept responsibility for the 205 project.  I will not shrink from that 

responsibility and I will not distance myself from it.  We have received some criticism, some 

well deserved.  But, that project will have an immediate impact on that neighborhood and it will 

pay benefits for the next 100 years to the entire city.  We can be criticized for studying things to 

death.  We can be criticized for moving to quickly.  However, as I said, I accept responsibility 

for that project and I believe it will be a success. 

 

President Cervenik – I’ll stand there right with you Councilman as a co-sponsor of that 

legislation.  In the long run, it will be fine.  Things don’t always work out exactly as planned.  

But, when it is all said and done, it will be a good asset for the community. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Councilwoman McGarry moved to adjourn.  Councilwoman Valencic seconded.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

 

Attest: 
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