
 COUNCIL MINUTES 

JUNE 18, 2001 

 

The regular City Council meeting held Monday, June 18, 2001 at 7 PM in the Euclid City Hall Council 

Chamber.  President Cervenik presided. 

 

Members Present: Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, 

   Miller, Valencic, Cervenik. 

 

Others Present: Law Director Murphy, Asst. Law Director Vento, Service Director Gulich, 

Finance Director Balazs, Parks & Recreation Director DeMinico, CS&ED 

Director Koran, Administrative Director Johnson, Asst. Service Director 

Driscoll, Supt. Gall, Fire Chief Dworning, Police Chief Maine, Executive Office 

Repicky, Zoning Commissioner Hayes, Building Commissioner Apanasewicz, 

Housing Inspector Petkovic, Purchasing Agent Jost,  Clerk of Council Cahill, 

 

COMMUNICATIONS 

LIQUOR PERMIT 

Council has received a request for a new D5 liquor Permit to Yurch Enterprises, Inc. 21939 Lakeshore 

Blvd., Euclid, OH  44123. 

 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail – This is the Lake Shore Tavern that as we all know has been 

undergoing renovations.  It has the Chamber of Commerce as a tenant and the largest storefront space 

is now trying to bring in a restaurant.  It will be a pizza restaurant.  I talked to the owner of the 

restaurant and the owner of the building today.  The intent is to serve beer and wine to the patrons, 

along with pizza.  I do not have a problem with that, although the permit they are requesting is a D5 

which allows much more.   

 At this point, with the Law Director’s advice, I would like to condition the liquor permit.  We 

need to move to receive it, but I do object to the liquor portion of the permit. 

 

President Cervenik – Acting Mayor Murphy, that would require us to vote no on the permit as 

requested this evening. 

 

Acting Mayor Murphy –  That’s correct.   

 

President Cervenik – Our defense of our objection would be that we would allow beer and wine, if 

Council deems that’s acceptable but not a D5 permit which allows liquor on the premises. 

 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail moved to receive and approve the request for a D5 liquor permit to 

Yurch Enterprises, Inc. 21930 Lake Shore Blvd.  Councilwoman Miller seconded. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas: 

     Nays:  Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller, Valencic, Cervenik. 

Failed. 

 

Council has received the following communications: 

 

A memo from Law Director Murphy regarding  Ward Redistricting, 1st & Second Proposal 

A letter from former Police Chief Baumgart expressing his gratitude to and love for Euclid and the 

Police Department. 

A memo from NFL Youth Football Fund informing Euclid Parks & Recreation that they have been 

chosen to receive a $1,000 grant. 

A summary of legislation on tonight’s agenda by Law Director Murphy. 

 

COUNCIL MINUTES 

Councilwoman Miller moved to receive and approve the Council Minutes June 18, 2001. Councilman 

Korosec seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

ADMINISTRATION REPORTS & COMMUNICATIONS 

Director DeMinico – It’s finally here.  This Thursday, June 21st through Sunday, June 24, our Annual 

Home Days Event will be taking place in Memorial Park.  You may have noticed when you pulled in, 

we are closing off some of the parking lots off of Babbitt Road as well as E. 222 St. in the preparation.  

We hope all the residents and council members take a day or two out, come on down, socialize with 

your neighbors, enjoy some food and some music.  It promises to be a fun event.  We have a lot of 

things going on with the corporate challenge and activities for the children.  I strongly urge everyone to 

come on out and support the Euclid Home Days. 
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Acting Mayor Murphy and Police Chief Maine presented Res. 100-2001, to Police Officer Tim 

Hoffman, congratulating him upon his retirement. 

 

Acting Mayor Murphy and Police Chief Maine presented Res. 101-2001 to Patrolman Gary Cowper, 

congratulating him upon his retirement. 

 

Acting Mayor Murphy and Police Chief Maine presented Res. 102-2001 to Detective Ray Jorz, 

congratulating him upon his retirement. 

 

Acting Mayor Murphy and Police Chief Maine presented Res. 103-2001 to Patrolman Steve Hadyk, 

congratulating him upon his retirement. 

 

Acting Mayor Murphy and Council Present Cervenik presented Res. 104-2001 to Stan and Jennie 

Laurich who celebrated their 65th wedding anniversary. 

 

REPORTS & COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Councilwoman Miller moved to receive and approve the Humane Officer’s report of May, 2001; 

Executive Committee Minutes of May, 2001; Shade Tree Commission Minutes of April 2, 2001; 

Board of Control Minutes of 5/29/01.  Councilman Gruber seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail moved to waive the 24 hour notice and place on the Agenda Ord. 

(448-01).  Councilwoman McGarry seconded.  

Roll Call:  Yeas: Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller,  

Valencic, Cervenik 

Approved. 

 

Councilwoman Valencic moved to waive the 24 hour notice and place on the Agenda, Ord. (449-01).  

Councilwoman Miller seconded. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas: Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller,  

Valencic, Cervenik 

Approved. 

 

 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

Councilman Korosec moved to go into the Committee of the Whole for Legislative Matters Only.  

Councilman Flowers seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

President Cervenik – I would like to note that item #18 concerning the Eller Media Company and the 

billboard, the Ward 3 Councilman has asked that it be moved into Committee so we will not discuss 

that this evening.  He has some issues he wants to see resolved on that.  Everything else will be 

discussed this evening.  

 

Mrs. Dorothy Fike – 20271 Delaware Rd.  I have a few questions or comments.  #4 the amendments to 

the appropriations.  The parks, a didn’t see any money giving back to the Parks.  They took a tree out 

of my treelawn and originally I was promised a tree to be replaced because that money was taken out 

of the budget.  I would like to know what’s going to happen because it seems that a lot of the other 

departments got money restored.  I didn’t see anything for Parks. 

 For Recreation, it was removed from their original appropriation was about $80,000 for the 

health care of the employees to the fund.  That was removed and I see that has not been replaced.  The 

recreation department is doing so much just with their little bit of a levy and their fees, that the money 

transfer from the General Fund, used to help their budget.  With all the transfers, maybe you could 

have found a little bit more for the Recreation Department also. 

 I have a question on #350 Public Buildings complete.  I would like to know what that is going 

to be for.  My last item on this item is the Shore Corporation, the request of the Recreation Director, I 

think it was, of $3,000 from the Shore Corporation balance in the account.  I think the Shore 

Corporation was a 501(c)(3).  It had a Board.  I would like to know if the Board asked for that transfer  

and what will it be used for? 

 #12, about purchasing a home.  I would like to know why.  I hope that goes into committee.  It 

seems like another quick move of buying some property.  Don’t know the condition or anything.  

$145,000 seems like a lot of money when we are not doing outstanding.  It just seems that should be 

studied before it is purchased so fast, in light of some other recent purchases that probably weren’t the 

best. 
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Mrs. Fike - #13, the natural gas aggregation.  I don’t understand that at all.  Personally, I was just 

recently turned in my notice for Dominion East Ohio Gas.  What will that mean to the residents of 

Euclid who have already signed up with another group for their lower rates?  If this passes, when will 

this take effect?  I believe I had to sign up for a year or two. 

 I’m glad #18 was put into Committee because I was going to ask that to be put into Committee.  

I assume you will answer them when you come to them.  Thank you. 

 

Mr. Jerry Corbran – 24250 Maplewood Dr.  I’m addressing #12.  This legislation affects the TIF zone 

created in 1994 wherein any new taxes generated by new construction in that zone, including high rise 

conversion to condominiums, can be used to pay the debt service on the city owned lakefront 

improvement marina and breakwall. 

   The subject property is in the TIF zone.  This in previous Councils are famous, maybe 

infamous, for the delaying tactics in bringing the resolution of the key issue in that TIF zone, the 

elimination of the apartments, especially the deteriorating Americanas.   

 It has been very strange that Council persons McGarry, Valencic, Miller and Flowers, all 

residents of Ward 2 have allowed these non-sensible tactics to proceed. The emergency clause in this 

legislation allows the ordinance to take effect immediately upon Mayor’s signature.  Normally 

legislation takes effect 30 days allowing citizens the right to gather sufficient signatures for ballot 

referendum.  This would seem to deny that, am I correct?  So, Mr. Cervenik, as a co-sponsor of this 

legislation, are you willing to proceed and deny the citizen right to referendum?  The second part of 

my question is, and the big question is, how does the purchase of this property help the elimination of 

those apartments?  Thank you. 

 

Mr. Daryl Langman – 298 E. 257.  Item #12.  It has been interesting that we, in the community, 

including the Marina Harbor Committee, have asked repeatedly to complete the studies required at the 

Americana.  That is acknowledged as the key property in any lakefront redevelopment.  Time and 

again it has been mentioned by various Council members that we should not be funding these studies 

that a private developer may just repeat.  So now all of a sudden we are stepping into actually buying 

property. 

 For a third of that, we could have completed these studies and then an individual who is here 

this evening, Mr. Gudenas, would buy the property with his funds, instead of using the taxpayers’ 

funds.  I’m not quite sure what plan that you have in mind by buying the property.   

 We could have spent that one-third to complete these studies years ago and the property 

hopefully would have already been under redevelopment.  Time and again, we have mentioned on 

lakefront development that without a developer we cannot move forward.  None has been forthcoming, 

that is why we haven’t really moved with any due speed. But now, all of a sudden, we are taking on the 

role of a developer.  As I believe the legislation reads, you are buying it for redevelopment.  Indicating 

that you will redevelop the property. 

 Hopefully you can answer these questions in some detail.  Specifically, what do you have in 

mind for those parcels?  You already spent money on two Danter studies that looked at all 4 of the 

parcels between the Normandy and the Americana.  I would like to know, why we are basically 

throwing that money away to split up the parcels with this purchase.   

 Finally, hopefully I’m way off base and you’re simply making it easier for Mr. Gudenas to 

obtain the property, but somehow I doubt if that’s your real intentions here.  You need to focus on the 

Americana because no matter who owns the parcels next to it, nothing will happen unless that building 

is addressed.  Thank you. 

 

Mrs. Madeline Scarniench – 1511 E. 221.  I want to talk about #12 too, but in a different respect.  

According to the budget figures, the Euclid Endowment fund was given $480,000 in 1999.  No money 

was put in there in 2000.  And I believe there is no money in there this year.  Can you please tell me 

how much money is left in the Endowment Fund if we purchase this property?  Also if Mr. Balazs 

could explain exactly what it is that the Endowment is allowed to be used for.  It seems like all we 

keep doing is spending, spending, spending and nothing is going where it is supposed to be. 

 #13, I was really confused. When you read Section 2, it says, the City shall extend the request 

for proposals for natural gas suppliers on behalf of Euclid natural gas customers.  Section 3 says, the 

city shall select a supplier with the lowest and best bid and shall endorse as a supplier for Euclid’s 

natural gas aggregate.  When you look at the papers that come with it, it is talking about an agreement 

with Buckeye Energy Brokers.  I don’t understand how that works.  Shouldn’t that be a whole separate 

ordinance because to me the ordinance reads is that the City is going to do this.  Then you turn the 

page and we are talking about a specific person that doesn’t work for the city and it is going to cost us 

$10,000 and maybe we’ll get the money back?  The way I see it, it should be two totally different 

things.  Maybe I’m wrong, but that’s the way  I read it. 
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Mrs. Scarniench - I guess I can’t talk about Eller, but I will later.  I will go to #17.  It is a wonderful 

idea.  The pictures, drawings outside look great.  That eyesore has been around a long time and it will 

look very nice to have something new and productive in the area.   

 #20, Parks & Recreation Month, what a great idea.  I told Mr. DeMinico the other day, the 

flowers on Euclid Ave. look fabulous.  The city looks great and they do a wonderful job and they 

deserve this recognition. 

 I’ll ask my budget question.  When you look at Exhibit 2, the Bond Retirement Fund.  I have a 

concern with the fact that it says that we are $1.455 million in the red for this year.  I know that’s 

because we pay down the bond fund.  But when you look at it, we are going to run out of money, so 

where exactly does this money come from?  How is it going to pay what we owe?  I would like to 

know how much debt we actually have?  How much can we actually keep borrowing?  As I said 

before, all we keep doing is buying, buying, buying and nothing is coming in.  This is real scary 

because its saying we are only going to have $21,000 next year to start with?   I know we are paying 

out a lot more than that.  Again, if Director Balazs can answer those questions, I would appreciate it.  

Thank you. 

 

Mr. Dennis Berzinskas – 20890 S. Lake Shore Blvd.  #16, drilling for oil and gas.  You jump into a lot 

of things.  I want you to think a little bit.  Especially with #12 too.  We spent a lot of money.  We could 

have saved money like on the 205 property.  This #16, within 1,000 yards of our lakefront. We are 

going to have to really check out and not allow drilling.  That’s our potable water. That’s the water 

supply for a lot of people.  One mistake and we won’t have drinking water downstream for us.  We can 

ruin a lot of habitat there, our habitat.  We don’t want to allow them to put holes into this until you 

know what you are doing, until you know where they are going to drill, so they don’t just have a carte 

blance to drill; you went into agreement with us, we are going to drill here.  I know the Environmental 

Protection Agency has a lot of guidelines.  Before you do anything about this, you should look those 

up.  Thank you. 

 

Mr. Joe Janosik – 26381 Farringdon Ave.  I also tend to agree with what that gentleman said.  With 

respect to #16, the ordinance in regards to putting in some oil and gas drill wells on city owned 

property.  What’s it going to do to the aesthetics of the city?  What is it really going to do to the 

aesthetics?  According to the City of Euclid, there is a section 1755.24 that seems to cover a rule such 

as debasing the overall appearance of the neighborhood.  I think that would almost fall under that.  

That is going to basically be debasing the appearance of our neighborhood by having gas and oil wells 

drilled around. 

 I was going to go to #18, with the same thing, with respect to that.  But, I’m holding right here 

a violation that was sent to my house with regards to a fading and discolored exterior of my house that 

I am debasing the overall appearance of the neighborhood. Quite frankly I have a very extensive file 

here with some problems I really have with your Housing Department members Mr. Tollerup and Mr. 

Petkovic.  I have some real problems with them to the point that I now have hired a lawyer.  I think 

you are going to see my name in the news in the near future.  Make sure you pick up a copy of the 

Euclid Observer come the July issue. 

 That’s not the only reason I’m here.  I’m here to make some complaints basically.  Some 

extensive complaints about the way your Housing Department members, employees .... 

 

President Cervenik – The Housing Department is not on the Agenda.  You can make complaints about 

the Housing Department in the second Committee of the Whole. 

 

Mr. Janosik – Okay, I will do such then. 

 

Aldona Sitrus – 80 E. 252 Street.  I’m here to talk about #12.  I have just a few questions.  First of all, 

what’s the big hurry?  Why does this have to be an emergency?  Surely there’s an opportunity to meet 

and discuss this issue in committee.  Maybe there’s a special meeting that could be called but I don’t 

understand why this is an emergency.   

 Second question.  Why isn’t this house offered for sale to the public?  I tried to call the Realtor 

and I didn’t get any return calls back.  The reason I was interested is, I looked at other lakefront 

properties and it looked like nothing sold below $200,000 for the past 4 years.  It seems like this 

maybe an opportunity for somebody to actually move onto the lakefront.  I don’t know if this is the fair 

value or not.  Does the City know this is the fair value?  Does this person have to leave in a big hurry 

for some reason?  What kind of mechanism is there in place to make sure she gets value for her 

property under these circumstances?  I’m concerned about the precedent that it might set going 

forward. I don’t know what this means to me as a city resident.  Does this mean that the city will buy 

any homeowners property that has to leave Euclid in a hurry?  Or does that mean the city will buy any 

lakefront property from anybody who has to move for whatever reason?  If that’s the case, what 
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mechanisms are going to be in place for other people that live on or near the lakefront to give their 

property to the city?  What value is the city going to pay?  What are we doing here in the long run?  

What’s the purpose of starting this chain of events?  I don’t think its something that should be started 

quickly.  Thank you. 

 

Mr. Fred Lisy – 24731 Farringdon Ave.  It is in regard to #12.  I would ask you before you consider 

approving this ordinance, ask yourselves a few questions.  Why is the City of Euclid spending such 

large sums of cash on this property?  Aren’t there better uses of this money?  Shouldn’t you allow the 

people to have to time consider what they should do with this money?  Why is this ordinance and all 

land ordinances emergency measures?  Again, is that pulling it out of the people’s hands to have some 

time to discuss it and bring other issues to your attention?  Good or bad, let people voice their 

opinions.  That’s where my third point is.  It is probably my most disturbing point.  If anybody has 

watched or attended the last few Council Meetings, Ed Gudenas is here and he’ll probably speak after 

or later on, and he’s attacked Council the last couple of meetings.  If this is a vendetta or some kind of 

action against Ed Gudenas for his desires to do the waterfront project, are you being objective for the 

City of Euclid?  Are you objective for the people you are representing?  I have no facts, no idea.  It 

appears, if there is an appearance that something is going wrong here.  It is just like our school system.  

It appears that our school system is bad, but it is really not as bad as it is.  But when people think its 

bad, that’s what you are going to get.  If Council goes ahead and starts throwing these ordinances down 

our throats, every time its a land purchase, it is an emergency, I think that looks really bad for the City 

of Euclid.  Frankly, I don’t think that’s a good image that the City of Euclid wants to have.  Thank you 

very much. 

 

Mr. Harvey Mlachek – 23831 Lake Shore Blvd. Euclid, Ohio.  Item #12.  This ordinance spells as bad 

as the 205 project and the lease for the Polka Hall of Fame.  Why the emergency? Why do you need it?  

What are you going to do when you get it?  How many violations are in this piece of property?  Are we 

going to buy another white elephant like we did on North Street for the Euclid Historical Society?  

Where we get a piece of property that costs $46,000 and it is going to cost us in excess of $140,000 to 

bring this piece of property up to code.  How many people are you bailing out?  Something is wrong.  I 

sincerely request this ordinance be put into Committee for further study.  Thank you very much. 

 

Mr. Ed Gudenas – 24555 Lake Shore Blvd. First of all I would like to welcome you all to my 

neighborhood.  I’m sure we will all be very good neighbors.  The house is a little small for  9 council 

people, but I’m sure the Mayor will enjoy it.  Perhaps he’s out shopping for curtains tonight because it 

does need new curtains, I will tell you that. 

 Especially I would like to welcome you as developers of the lakefront because that’s what I’m 

developing too and now you are going to be co-developers of the lakefront with me.  So tonight I’m 

here to work with the City of Euclid to redevelop this property and you do have my support in 

redeveloping the property.  I do not agree whatsoever with the way you are handling this.  Because I 

do believe you are going to make this purchase tonight.  You should have had a Committee Meeting.  

You should have the public participation.  You should have a plan in place.  You should know what 

you are doing with this property before you buy it because that’s the sensible way to do it.  Especially 

with the Danter report stating about this specific piece of property.  A separate development would 

include new residential townhouses on this property. However, development of this project cannot 

occur at these prices without the redevelopment of the Americana and the development of the Lake 

Erie marina in other projects.  

 What the Danter study said in April, which you paid for, is this project cannot be redeveloped, 

which you are redeveloping, without the Americana being redeveloped.  Of course, a normal person 

would say, let’s work on the Americana because that’s the only reason we have lakefront development. 

After all these years, when I first proposed it back in 1994, we started lakefront development to get rid 

of lower quality apartments.  That was the only purpose.  The purpose was not to have benches on the 

lake. Or to have a few boat slips.  The purpose was to redevelop the apartment buildings that have 

caused us a great deal of problems, reduced property values, increased crime, reduced the quality of 

our schools, etc., etc.   

 Buying this property does not address any of those issues. Council should remember the way 

you are acting tonight, is the way you acted when you bought the Village of Euclid property.  You are 

going to lose about $4 million.  You didn’t have a committee meeting, you didn’t have a plan.  You 

bought the Innvoy Inn.  No committee meetings, no plan.  You are losing $1 million for the taxpayers.  

You bought the Edgecliff property without any idea whatsoever with what you are going to do with it.  

You are going to lose about $1 million.  My guess is right now, you are going to lose money on this 

project also unless I don’t know exactly what you are doing and I can’t necessarily say I trust what the 

city’s going to do because I have heard with the rest of the public, over many years, in fact the last 6 

years, from the Mayor and Council President Cervenik and others, that we cannot proceed without a 
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private developer stepping forward first.  Every last council member here agreed with that statement, 

that not one of you can proceed to do anything in this area without a private developer first.  Yet, all of 

your comments have gone out the window and you completely changed about face, with no 

explanation whatsoever.  You've also said that you are not going to proceed because you have no 

money.  All the money is gone.  The City’s not able to borrow any money.  Not able to spend any 

money.  It has been reported publicly and all kinds of addresses, etc., etc., but now you are becoming 

an active developer spending more money than you need to.  I offered also to buy this over a three year 

period of time during the month of May.  It was only today that I found out that the City of Euclid of 

buying this property tonight and I was told it was a done deal with people involved with it.  I don’t 

anticipate any committee meetings at all.  But, the way you are handling this, basically smells.  I hate 

to say this because all of your comments for the past few years that every last person in this room 

stated they sincerely believe are now all out the window.  About your comments that you don’t have 

any money, about you need a developer.  Now you have the money and you are the developer so 

there’s a great burden on the City of Euclid now to proceed.  This house for the taxpayers has 

absolutely no value.  It is about 100ft. wide.  It cannot be used on its own as a park.  It cannot be used 

as a marina on its own, for a restaurant or for any kind of development on its own.  It can only be used 

for the taxpayers as part of a larger project.  I would like to hear, apparently you’ve changed the rules 

that you cannot receive answers to your questions while you are up here, which sounds a little 

ridiculous to me, so I’m not sure when you answer these questions, but I would like to know exactly 

how you would like to work with me to redevelop this property because that is what your legislation 

says is you’re redeveloping that property.  I would like to hear that answer tonight. 

 

Ms. Linda Boyer – 24601 Lake Shore Blvd.  I along with several other people would like to address 

#12.  I would like to know, two weeks ago I read in the Euclid paper that sometime in the next 12 

weeks we are going to again have a master plan.  For the last 10 years we’ve been putting together a 

master plan.  Now we walking into a council meeting and find out that its an emergency to buy a piece 

of property and we have no statement here of what we are going to do with the property.  I would like 

those answers.  As a citizen in Euclid I have earned those answers.  Thank you. 

 

Mr. Dennis Svoboda – 15308 Parkgrove.  I would like to take this opportunity to address the Council 

and introduce myself.  I’m here asking for a Resolution for a Use District Exception from a U-4 to a U-

5.  I would like to bring my services to the City of Euclid so that I can service my customers that I now 

have and the ones that I will gain in the future.  I just wanted to introduce myself, thank you. 

 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail moved to rise and report.  Councilman Korosec seconded.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

 

LEGISLATION 
 

       Ord. (419-01) Second Reading 

An ordinance rezoning 24670 Euclid Ave., P.P. #650-36-004 from U-3 to U-4 use district and further 

amending Ord. No. 2812.  (Sponsored by the Planning & Zoning Commission) 

 

Second Reading.  Public Hearing 9/4/01 or Special Council Meeting. 

       Ord. (420-01) Second Reading 

An ordinance rezoning 944 E. 250 St., P.P. #643-26-021 from U1 to UR2 use district and further 

amending Ord. No. 2812.  (Sponsored by the Planning & Zoning Commission) 

 

Second Reading.  Public Hearing 9/4/01 or Special Council Meeting. 

 

   Res. 106-2001 (421-01) UDE Svoboda 

A resolution granting a Use District Exception pursuant to Chapter 1375 of the Euclid Codified 

Ordinances to Dennis Svoboda to allow a U5 (commercial) use in a U4 (retail/wholesale) use district at 

604 East 200th Street, (Permanent Parcel #641-15-033).  (Sponsor  Planning & Zoning Commission) 

 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail moved to waive the three reading requirement.  Councilman Korosec 

seconded. 

Roll Call:  Yeas: Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller,  

Valencic, Cervenik 

Approved. 
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Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail – Mr. Svoboda is planning on bringing a car repair business to Euclid.  

There have been some stipulations put on it by Planning & Zoning.  Perhaps Mr. Hayes could share 

that information. 

 

Commissioner Hayes – This issue was heard on May 15th by the Planning & Zoning Commission.  

After some assurances from Mr. Svoboda that there will be little or no outside parking; there will be no 

cars for sale on the property; and there will be no late hours on the property, the Commission voted 5-0 

to approve this and send it to Council. 

 

Councilwoman Miller – In this I don’t see where it talks about the hours.  I would like to amend this so 

the hours will be in this ordinance.  There are only two items; there are to be no car sales and only 

limited outdoor storage.  I have a problem with that too. 

 

President Cervenik – Commissioner Hayes, what were the hours agreed upon? 

 

Commissioner Hayes – It wasn’t specific about the hours.  It was just that it would not be late night 

hours. 

 

President Cervenik – What are late night hours to you, Councilwoman Miller? 

 

Councilwoman Miller – There are residences around there.  There should be a time and I’m open to 

suggestions: 9:00? 10:00? 

 

Councilman Korosec moved to suspend the rules to allow Mr. Svoboda to answer questions.  

Councilwoman McGarry seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

President Cervenik – Its been proposed here to amend this ordinance to require the hours to cease by 

9:00 pm? 

 

Mr. Svoboda – That’s fine.  Our normal business hours are between 9-6. 

 

Councilwoman Miller moved to amend Res.  (421-01) to require no business hours past 7:00 pm.  

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail seconded.   

Roll Call:  Yeas: Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller,  

Valencic, Cervenik 

Approved. 

 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail – There is a privacy fence to the west of the property.  The last use of 

this property was to store ambulatory vans.  There has been cars parked to the south of the building, 

that won’t be new to the residents.  This is a funny property and I think it is a suitable use for the 

property.  Is it a suitable use for any property in the city?  Probably not.  But it is suitable for this 

particular property.  The VFW hall that is just next door owns the property and I have every faith that 

they will make sure the property is maintained and the rules are followed. 

 

Councilwoman Miller – How many cars would be outside? 

 

Mr. Svoboda – There’s enough parking for approximately 10 cars on the side of the building, but we 

don’t anticipate that many at one time.   

 

President Cervenik – Shouldn’t be more than 10.  Its been used for this purposed in the past. 

 

Councilwoman Miller – It has also been used for the purpose to repair cars and they always put the 

cars away and there hasn’t been cars left out there.  Only since the ambulatory system was there, the 

cars were left out.  I have a concern with a lot of cars parked.  I think 10 cars are a lot of cars. 

 

Councilman Flowers – How is that going to affect the individual? 

 

Mr. Svoboda – As I explained to the Zoning Board, the biggest part of our business is drop off cars in 

the morning, 9:00-10:00 am.  Do our repairs or service and they are picked up in the evening.  On 

occasion because of lack of parts, or a job that is extensive, we would probably hold the cars over.  We 

do not take work on to the extent where we would have cars piled up.  By my statement of 10 cars, I’m 

saying we have the provision allowed by our lease to park 10 cars in an area.  Whether there will be 10 
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cars there everyday, I doubt very much.  We usually take in 2-4 jobs and if there’s any held over, we’ll 

keep them inside to try to protect them from vandalism. 

 

Councilman Flowers – So you don’t expect to have more than 5 cars out overnight? 

 

Mr. Svoboda – No sir. 

 

Councilman Flowers – That seems to be Councilwoman Miller’s concern.  Does that address your 

concern? 

 

Councilwoman Miller – If we can limit it to five and the rest could be in the garage. 

 

Councilwoman Miller moved to amend Res. (421-01) to only allow 5 cars to be parked outside 

overnight.  Councilman Flowers seconded. 

Roll Call:  Yeas: Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller,  

Valencic, Cervenik 

Approved. 

 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail moved to close debate.  Councilwoman Miller seconded.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas: Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller,  

Valencic, Cervenik 

Passed. 

 

   Ord. 107-2001 (445-01) Budget Amendment 

An ordinance amending Ord. No. 43-2001 which makes the annual appropriation for all expenditures 

for the City of Euclid for the period ending December 31, 2001.  (Sponsor Mayor Oyaski and Council 

Persons Cervenik, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller by request of  Finance Director) 

 

Director Balazs – We had a meeting June 11th to go over the amendments in detail.  We also had a 

financial update and all Council present at the meeting realizes the update is based on activity through 

May.  It was pretty much on how the city income tax goes.  Jeff Piorkowski interviewed me, he did an 

article last Thursday.  Even myself, after I read the article, my head was going up and down and that’s 

how the city income tax has been coming in.  The first three months were negative.  We made a very 

good comeback in April and May.  Consequently it is a positive report through this time.  Between 

May and the end of the year, who knows how the city income tax is going to do.  It was nice to talk to 

Jeff Piorkowski and welcome back Jeff. 

 Near the conclusion of the meeting President Cervenik indicated to me that I should submit to 

City Council members on a monthly basis the comparative revenues and the comparative expenditures 

to date.  I did so at that meeting through May and I’ve compared them to the activity of May, 2000.  

We are on track that the revenue is coming in over our estimate and the expenditures, overall in the 

city, compliments of all the directors, that they are holding the expenditure in line. 

 With that in mind, if the city income tax cooperates, we are projecting at year end we would be 

close to a balanced budget.  Then again, we have to see what the city income tax is going to do during 

May and year-end.   

 We went through the amendments in detail, but we did have some questions on them this 

evening.  Dorothy Fike indicated some questions on the Fund 350.  Fund 350 is the Fire Station 

Construction Account.  We are moving funds in there to finalize the expenditures for the year 2001.  

The construction, plus the miscellaneous items to that, we set the budget at $2.6 and the Fire Chief has 

maintained that figure and he will be in that figure at the end of the year.  The fund movement of 

$226,000 in there makes up the $2.6 million to complete his budget and they are well within that. 

 Dorothy also questioned the elimination of the health care expenses to the Recreation 

Department that amounted to a little over $66,000.  They might have requested $80,000.  I would like 

to remind Council that the subsidies to many of the departments were cut this year to achieve a 

balanced budget.  I cut $300,000 out of the street fund.  I cut $200,000 out of the Creeks & Sewers 

fund.  $200,000 came out of the communication fund and a few other subsidies were cut from the 

departments to help balance the budget.  I wasn’t picking on Parks & Recreation.  We did have a 

movement to the Shore Corporation of $3,000 for repairs that the Recreation Director did request and 

we did have that as part of the amendment.   

 Dorothy and I talked this afternoon.  She noticed in Section 2 the amendment of the year 2000 

appears and it should be 2001.  We will amend that.  She has requested a meeting with me to go over 

some other questions that she may have in the budget, but I thank her for her interest. 
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Director Balazs - I would like to answer some of  Madeline’s questions.  She’s actually directed the 

questions to our next item, the budget request for 2002.  I’m not sure how she picked up the overdrawn 

balance of the bond retirement fund, because we are not overdrawn on the bond retirement fund.  Nor 

overdrawn on any of the other funds within the City of Euclid.   I would be glad to go over that with 

her. 

 We did indicate on the budget request for 2002, that the bond retirement and the total debt of 

the city, we projected at about $36 million.  To pay the interest and meet the principle payments on 

that $36 million would be approximately 3.6 mill a year. That was our request for the year 2000 in 

capital funds.  Actually our balance in the bond retirement fund for 2002 would be about two mill.  

That answers those questions and if they have any more, feel free to give me a call in my office. 

 The amendments we went through in detail at the Finance Committee Meeting June 11th.  I so 

recommend that they be approved and added to our general fund budget. 

 

President Cervenik – Someone also asked about our capacity to be able to borrow.  What is our present 

legal capacity to borrow? 

 

Director Balazs-  We are in a position right now to analyze that.  We had a bond sale in April with $11 

million bond sale to take care of our short term debt and convert it into the bond market.  We received 

an interest rate a little under 5%.  We are analyzing now what our capabilities are for future borrowing.  

They are somewhat limited because most of our borrowing in the past went to capital, so to speak of 

our equipment needs and mostly the sewer jobs that we have done throughout the past years.  We will 

make that analysation and I will report back to Council with that. 

 

Councilman Flowers – To go over public buildings again.  $260,000, is that for the new fire station? 

 

Director Balazs – Fund 350 is our capital construction account.  That takes an appropriation that 

encompasses all expenditures for the fire station that’s being put up and should be completed sometime 

in July.  We have accounting for that within our appropriations and they are within the $2.6 million 

budget, yes. 

 

Councilman Flowers – When we made an amendment to the appropriations back in April or something 

like that didn’t we?  This is on top of that? 

 

Director Balazs – This is our first appropriation amendment that we are making to our appropriation.  

This would go on top of that figure and the appropriation that we had last year, if you accumulated it 

and put it together, it would not exceed $2.6 million of the fund 350. 

 

Councilman Flowers – We haven’t made any other, I know we talked about the overrun, which Ididn’t 

agree with, that’s fine.  So you’re saying we didn’t make any appropriations outside of the beginning 

of the year, although we talked about them and discussed it and you told the Chief to go ahead with the 

expenditures, I think.  We didn’t make any amendments to the appropriation? 

 

Director Balazs – We talked about that before we finalized our budget.  We finalized our budget prior 

to April 1st.  That we took care of and we settled on a total budget encompassing all expenditures for 

the fire station of $2.6 million.  As far as I know, he’s going to be under that figure as well. 

 

Councilman Flowers – I just want it to be consistent with my vote from earlier.  Two of the items, 

other departments $175,000 and $100,000 for Recreation.  Those all relate to utilities?  That will 

strictly be put in those accounts for utilities?  If  we don’t spend that amount of money, we will not 

spend it in other accounts, correct? 

 

Director Balazs-  If we add it to the appropriation and we are indicating that amendment is for utilities 

alone.  In this case it is for the usage of gas during the cold months of December and January and the 

usage.  If this appropriation tends to be more than what we need, the Directors have been instructed 

and they already know that money is not spent will go back into the cash balance and not be used for 

any other purpose.   

 

Councilman Flowers – Will that apply to all accounts? 

 

Director Balazs – Yes it will to all accounts within the capital fund, yes. 

 

Councilman Flowers – What about the general fund? 
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Director Balazs-  And the general fund, all inclusive. 

 

Councilman Flowers – I mentioned at the committee meeting, I was surprised at the large amount the 

general improvement, and it was more than just a prior encumbrance, you have over $600,000.  If we 

could in the future, we got such a large amount like that and if we made a big ticket approval of some 

sort, I would hope we’d do the appropriations at that point in time.  I’m constantly asking when things 

come before Council if something has been in the appropriations.  I think if you hold a tight rein on it, 

keeps the spending down.  I would ask in the future if something of a large item like that comes before 

Council that we make the appropriation either within a couple of weeks because you have a tendency 

to forget what you’ve approved 2-3 months before. 

 

Director Balazs – A good example would be when Service Director Gulich gets into the Beverly Hills 

project, Lake Edge project.  The Beverly Hills is around $2.8 million.  I’m going to need legislation 

from Council in the Fall, at that time, if it needs a budget amendment, which it will, you will be so 

notified. 

 

Councilman Flowers – I have no problem, sometimes you have overruns that you don’t expect, but I 

think its best to deal with it at that point in time versus saying you’ve already approved this. 

 

Councilman Flowers moved to close debate, Councilman Gruber seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Councilman Gallagher moved to suspend the rules, Councilman Korosec seconded.  Yeas: Unanimous. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas: Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller,  

Valencic, Cervenik 

Passed. 

 

  

  Ord. 108-2001 (444-01) Budget Request 

2002 Budget Request.   

 

Councilwoman Miller moved for passage, Councilwoman Valencic seconded. 

 

Director Balazs – The question Madeline Scarniench had was concerning the 2002 budget.  These are 

basically estimates that we have to submit to the budget commission.  The biggest requirement is to 

make sure your request exceeds your millage, so we don’t lose anything through that process.   

 Also it is a starting point for Schedule A for a Certificate of Resources, whereby the Finance 

Director has to certify that the appropriations have the necessary cash resources behind them.  At the 

end of the year, I have to certify to the budget commission all cash balances and resources to make up 

the appropriations for the City of Euclid’s appropriations for the coming year.  We are required to do 

this per the section of law 5705.28.  It is a request budget and it is routine. I recommend passage as 

submitted.  Thank you. 

 

Councilman Gallagher moved to hold a public hearing.  Councilman Flowers seconded.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

 

Mrs. Dorothy Fike – 20271 Delaware Rd.  This is about recreation capital.  I see you still have 

$100,000 left and interest is about $20,000.  I would like to know what projects you still have and what 

are anticipated?  It says Recreation Capital Improvement Fund Exhibit II, Debt Service.  I thought 

there were more capital improvements than that. 

 

Director Balazs – On Exhibit II, that is what you are questioning here for Recreation Capital 

Improvement Budget? 

 

Mrs. Fike – yes. 

 

Director Balazs – This is just a brief estimate as to what the debt service would be on the recreation 

capital that currently exists.  It is just a basic estimate of the needs of recreation.  It is on a minimum 

basis so that we do get the millage of .7 mills for the recreation capital account.  That’s basically all the 

information we have to submit to do that. 

 

Mrs. Fike – So the whole seven-tenths mills goes for debt service under capital? 
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Director Balazs – Not entirely debt service, but a portion of it.  Maybe Director DeMinico can answer. 

 

Director DeMinico – I apologize, you caught me off-guard with that question.  Our debt service, if you 

recall we borrowed about three-quarters of a million dollars several years ago.  That was for the 

Memorial Pool inner-active.  We installed the new slide at Memorial Pool.  We had money that we 

were supplemented with for the renovation of Willow, Roosevelt and Glenbrook pools.  We used that 

three quarters of a million dollars basically for the pool renovations throughout the community.  We 

will have 6 payments left on that principle and interest.  Next year will be the last payment, maybe this 

year.  We borrowed about $75,000 to redo the lighting in the sports complex area, diamonds #4, 5 & 6, 

the multi-sport area.  Those were very antiquated and outdated equipment.  We could find replacement 

parts. We borrowed some money and paid that over a 4 year loan. That maybe coming up, if not this 

year, probably next year.  

 

Mrs. Fike – The pools and so forth, that’s longer term? 

 

Director DeMinico – That was a 10 year loan. 

 

Mrs. Fike- Part of my thing on the recreation and the health thing, which was under the last item, it is 

just that they do so much and they really don’t have a lot of money coming in.  Recreation does a lot 

for this city and this kind of plays it up, how fortunate our city is.  Thank you. 

 

Councilman Flowers moved to close debate, Councilwoman Valencic seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail moved to suspend the rules, Councilwoman McGarry seconded.  

Yeas: Unanimous. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas: Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller,  

Valencic, Cervenik 

Passed. 

  Ord. 109-2001 (440-01) 3% Non-Union Employees 

An emergency ordinance approving a three percent (3%) general pay increase retroactive to January 1, 

2001 for all full-time and permanent part-time, non-union employees on the payroll as of January 1, 

2001, and a three percent (3%) pay increase for any other full-time or permanent part-time, non-union 

employees hired during 2001 who have successfully completed their probationary period retroactive to 

their hiring date.  (Sponsored by Mayor Oyaski) 

 

Councilwoman Miller moved for passage, Councilman Korosec seconded. 

 

Director Balazs – This was recommended out of the Finance Committee to give 3% to the non-union 

people, everyone else has gotten a raise throughout the year.  The 3% is included in the budgets as of 

the first of the year, so they are ready to go.  It is going to involve about 180 people.  We have an 

estimate of about $168,000 for us to grant the 3% for these people.   

 

Councilwoman Valencic – The 2 or 3% pay increase as it states here in the ordinance, that depends 

upon the grade of the establishment of jobs? 

 

Director Balazs – The 2 or 3% is related to some of the union contracts as a comparison.  Sometimes it 

may start off at 2% and then go to 3% and may go to 3.5%.  Some of the union contracts may have 

other benefits that are included in there.  The percentage for non-union, 3% straight across the board, 

no additional benefits. 

 

Director Murphy- The 2 or 3% referred to in the ordinance is simply a reflection that as a result of the 

collective bargaining negotiations two and a half years ago, some unions only got 2% increases in the 

third year and received 3.5% and 3.5% if the first two year.  The reference there is to three or four 

unions who only got 2% increases this year. 

 

President Cervenik – At our Finance Committee Meeting, we all agreed that with the income tax 

holding its own, it would be unfair not to allow the non-union employees a raise 3%.  Next year could 

be a little tough on the non-union employees, but we will begin contract negotiations.  We give every 

worker in the City of Euclid that’s involved in all funds a 3% raise, I believe it costs us somewhere 

close to $1.2 million.  Negotiations start late fall and we are going to have to watch that very closely.  

These people do work very hard for us and deserve that 3% raise. 
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Councilman Korosec moved to close debate, Councilman Flowers seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Councilwoman Valencic moved to suspend the rules, Councilwoman Miller seconded.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas: Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller,  

Valencic, Cervenik 

Passed. 

 

  Res. 110-2001 (437-2001) 

A resolution urging the Ohio Apportionment Board to contain the City of Euclid in single Ohio Senate 

and House Districts.(Sponsor Mayor Oyaski) 

 

Councilwoman Valencic moved for passage, Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail seconded. 

 

Acting Mayor Murphy – The Ohio Apportionment Board will be meeting later this year to begin the 

process of reapportioning the State.  Currently the entire City of Euclid is situated in Senate District 

25, represented by Eric Fingerhut.  However, the City is divided into two different House Districts.  

Part of the City being in the 8th District represented by Shirley Smith.  Part of the City being in the 14th 

District and represented by Ed Jerse.  This Resolution would express the city’s strong feelings that all 

of the residents within the city limits should be represented by the same State Senator and the same 

State Representative.  We are asking your support  for this resolution to forward to the Apportionment 

Board and ask them that if any redistricting occurs that they do their utmost and best to try and 

preserve the solidarity of the City of Euclid and keep all of its residents within one Senate District and 

within one House District. 

 

Councilwoman Valencic moved to close debate, Councilman Gruber seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas: Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller,  

Valencic, Cervenik 

Passed. 

 

  Res. 111-2001 (438-01) 

A resolution urging Congress to contain the entirety of the City of Euclid in a single Congressional 

District.  (Sponsored by Mayor Oyaski) 

 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail moved for passage, Councilman Gallagher seconded. 

 

Acting Mayor Murphy – This is a similar Resolution directed to the United States Congress. As we all 

know the population in Cuyahoga County has decreased over the last 10 years.  There are strong 

discussions and rumors that a representative maybe lost in this area.  Certainly that will result in some 

redistricting within Cuyahoga County.  Again we are asking you to support a Resolution to the United 

States Congress that as a result of any redistricting that occurs, the entire City of Euclid again be 

retained within one Congressional District to be represented by a single US Representative.   

 

Councilman Flowers moved to close debate, Councilman Korosec seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas: Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller,  

Valencic, Cervenik 

Passed. 

 

  Res. 112-2001 (433-01) Old City Hall/Historic Register 

A resolution supporting designation of Old City Hall on The National Register of Historic Places.  

(Sponsored by Mayor Oyaski) 

 

Councilwoman McGarry moved for passage, Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail seconded. 

 

Acting Mayor Murphy – We are asking your support to designate the Old City Hall building on the 

National Register of Historic Places.  The building, as you are all aware, was the long time house of 

city government and city activity.  It served as City Hall for this City for 50 years.  It was constructed 

between 1936 and 1939 as a WPA project.  This building given its historic value to the City and the 

citizens deserves the same recognition that has been accorded the Shore School and the Henn Mansion.  
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Acting Mayor Murphy - We would ask your support in our application to designate the former City 

Hall building as a historic place. 

 

Councilwoman Miller – I don’t have a problem with this but I have a question.  The improvements that 

are going to be made at the Old City Hall by the Polka Hall of Fame, do they then have to contact the 

Historical Society to see if those plans that they have would be all right?  They want to knock walls out 

and do all kinds of things. 

 

Acting Mayor Murphy – We are in the process, Councilwoman Miller, of hiring Carol Poh Miller.  

Board of Control approved her hiring.  She will guide us through this process and then she would be in 

a better position to advise us.  I don’t believe that would be a problem. 

 

Councilwoman Miller – I do have a concern that if, for example, they are not allowed to do any of this, 

because that was part of the rental agreement that they would make these improvements.  If they are 

not allowed to make any of these improvements, I think you should look at the situation again. 

 

Acting Mayor Murphy – That’s correct.  If they are not allowed to make those improvements, they will 

either have to go back to the drawing board with some different ideas, or I assume Miss Miller would 

tell us we can’t make those redesigns in the building and obtain a historic recognition.  We will work 

with her as our consultant and with the Polka Hall of Fame to make sure they mesh together. 

 

Councilwoman Miller – You will bring the information back to us? 

 

Acting Mayor Murhpy – Yes, we will. 

 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail – I just wanted to lend my support, I think it is a great idea.  We were 

down in Columbus when the Shore group and Henn Mansion group went down and testified to Shore 

and Henn Mansion, on the same agenda were several old city halls.  We had talked about, 

Councilwoman McGarry and I and the Mayor at that point, of the next stop in Euclid should be Old 

City Hall.  I certainly support this and from what I know, mainly the exterior of the building is what 

they look at when they look at what is eligible. 

 

President Cervenik – We’ve pretty much kept the outside of the building as it was.   

 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail moved to close debate, Councilwoman Miller seconded.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas: Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller,  

Valencic, Cervenik 

Passed. 

 

  Ord. 113-2001 (448-01) Redistricting 

An ordinance amending Chapter 105 of the Administration Code of the Codified Ordinances of the 

City of Euclid relative to Wards & Boundaries.  (Sponsored by Council President Cervenik) 

 

Councilman Gruber moved for passage, Councilman Gallagher seconded. 

 

Acting Mayor Murphy – Before you is the ordinance which the Law Department has prepared 

reflecting the necessary adjustment to ward boundaries resulting from the year 2000 census.  For those 

of you who do not know him, I want to introduce to you one of our two law clerks, Mr. Devon 

Harmon, a recent graduate of Case Western Reserve Law School.  He’s hanging on until he takes the 

bar exam in July.  Devon` worked extensively and very hard on this project for about 6 weeks.  He has 

gathered the information from the Census Bureau and is in a far better position to explain to you what 

he has done that what I’m able to do.  He has some very handy maps that will allow you to see how 

this plan developed, how the ward boundaries have been readjusted.  Hopefully you will be able to 

follow and agree with this plan and enact this ordinance this evening. 

 

Mr. Harmon – In order to determine how many people we had in each ward, first we needed to get 

information from the Census.  The smallest unit of data they could provide us is what is called a census 

block.  You possibly could see on the map, traced in red.  We can obtain from each one of these red 

areas how many people are living there.  The first thing we have to do is put the census map that they 

created on top of our map showing the existing wards to determine how many people are in each ward.   
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Mr. Harmon - There’s 52,717 people in this city so each ward should have roughly 13,179 people.  

What this showed us when we overlaid our council wards on top of the census blocks is there’s a few 

blocks of town where the lines don’t coincide perfectly.  We have no way of knowing from the data 

how many people live on this half of a line or this half of a line.  In order to do initial calculations, 

there were several areas in town where we had to assign people to a new ward just to get a raw figure 

to start from.  These are those areas of town, highlighted in blue.   

 Once these people were put into wards so we could get numbers, we found Ward 1 needed to 

gain people.  Ward 2 needed to lose people.  Ward 3 needed to lose people.  Ward 4 needed to gain 

people.  Because not all the wards border against every other ward.  For example, if Ward 4 needs to 

gain people, it’s going to have to come from Ward 3, because that is the only place where the border is.   

 Based on these initial calculations, once you’ve figured out how many people are in each home, 

you start moving a block at a time to add numbers.  Until we came up with this proposal here.  The 

different wards are outlined in orange.  The areas where people will be in different wards than they 

were previously are shown on the map in yellow.  There’s some change from Ward 3 to Ward 1, 

because 1 had to gain people.  There had to be some redistricting between 2 and 3.  Likewise along 

Farringdon, there’s a half of block that shifts.  This small section over here was in Ward 3, now Ward 

4 making Euclid Ave. the border all the way across.   

 

Councilman Flowers – So you pretty much kept the wards the same. 

 

Mr. Harmon – Yes. 

 

Councilman Flowers – None of the present ward councilmen are affected? 

 

Mr. Harmon – That’s correct. 

 

Councilman Flowers – I think you did a good job. 

 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail – I spoke with Mr. Harmon this afternoon and maybe you could 

explain.  I don’t quite agree with this, but I understand it’s probably the easiest thing to do.  220 and 

221 for example, were not written into the second proposal as a shift, but upon reading the ordinance 

we received today, the boundary line goes through half so that the eastern half of 221 and where it 

comes into 220 is now in Ward 2.  Then the western half is in ward 1.  Similarly Naumann is split 

north and south between wards.  I think that is confusing to people and Mr. Harmon explained that to 

me and maybe you could explain that also. 

 

Mr. Harmon – Let me go back to the first map that explains it a little better.  The area you indicated is 

here and the census has taken a big quadrant extending from 225 all the way over to 221 where it goes 

down to 220.  I can tell how many people live in that whole section of land.  Whereas our line was 

catching just the folks living on 221 and 220, putting them all in the same ward.  Short of going out 

and having our own independent census of just this quadrant, I either had to draw the line all the way 

out 221st to the lake or take it all the way up to 225 and back.  To me this seemed a more natural way 

as an extension, coming up Babbitt and going across seemed a more logical choice. 

 

Councilman Korosec – The redistricting from 3 into 4 changes back what was done 10 years ago when 

they took people out of 4 and put it back into 3.  This will cause less confusion to residents up in that 

area, on the southside of Euclid Ave.  My only concern is that the Administration notify not only the 

residents that are going to be affected, whether it be in the newspaper or our quarterly newsletter.  But 

it be done so prior to the next election. 

 

President Cervenik – That’s why we requested passage this evening because we wanted to make sure 

the Board of Elections notifies each and every voter that has been changed so they can have a clear 

understanding of what they are in and precinct they are in and where to go to vote.   

 

Councilwoman Valencic – It will also have an impact on those candidates that are putting their name 

down. 

 

Mr. Harmon – There is legislation following that will address those concerns. 

 

Acting Mayor Murphy – I just want to thank Mr. Harmon for his hard work.  What he has 

accomplished here has made what the Census bureau uses as its blocks as consistent as he could with 

our ward lines.  So 10 years from now when we get another census, this job will hopefully be a little 

easier and we will do everything we can within the administration to get notice out to residents who are 
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transferred from one ward to another.  We will also get this information to the Board of Elections 

which is responsible for designing and establishing the precincts within each ward, so they can get 

timely notice out to the residents as to any new voting precincts and voting places. 

 

Councilwoman Miller – Great job, well done.  My question is, when will maps be available for the 

public? 

 

Acting Mayor Murphy – We will have them printed as soon as we possibly can, by the end of the 

month. 

 

Councilwoman Miller moved to close debate, Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail seconded.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

 

Councilman Gallagher moved to suspend the rules, Councilman Flowers seconded.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas: Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller,  

Valencic, Cervenik 

Passed. 

 

     Ord. 114-2001 (449-01) Residential Candidacy 

A resolution pursuant to Article II, Section 1 of the Charter of the City of Euclid declaring electors of 

the City of Euclid who have resided in those parts of wards 1, 2, 3, or 4 that have been redistricted to 

be included a different ward, since November 7, 2000 to be eligible as candidates for Ward 

Councilperson in the 2001 general election in either their former or new ward so long as a successful 

candidate becomes a bona fide resident of the particular ward for which the Councilperson will have 

been elected to represent no later than one year prior to the next succeeding general election to be held 

November 4, 2003.  (Sponsored by Council President Cervenik) 

 

 

Councilwoman Valencic moved for passage, Councilman Korosec seconded. 

 

Acting Mayor Murphy – This ordinance addresses the very question that Councilwoman Valencic just 

raised.  We ran across this ordinance.  It is exactly like the one enacted by Council 10 years ago when 

the last ward readjustment occurred after the 1990 census.  This Resolution would allow residents 

whose ward residence is affected by any ward boundary adjustments, to run as a candidate in 2001 

either in their prior ward, or in their current ward. However, they must establish residency in their new 

ward before the November, 2003 election.   

 

Councilwoman Valencic moved to close debate, Councilman Gruber seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail moved to suspend the rules, Councilman Gruber seconded.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas: Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller,  

Valencic, Cervenik 

 

  Ord. 115-2001 (447-01) Purchase  

An emergency ordinance authorizing and directing the Mayor of the City of Euclid to enter into the 

Purchase Agreement attached as Exhibit A, and approving and ratifying the terms and conditions 

thereof, for the acquisition of the property at 24651 Lake Shore Boulevard, Euclid, Ohio (P.P. No. 644-

06-009) in an amount not to exceed One Hundred Forty-Five Thousand Dollars ($145,000.00), in 

accordance with terms and conditions of the attached Purchase Agreement. (Sponsored by Mayor 

Oyaski and Council Persons Cervenik, Gallagher, Holzheimer Gail, Gruber, McGarry, Miller and 

Valencic) 

 

Councilwoman McGarry moved for passage, Councilman Gallagher seconded. 

 

Acting Mayor Murphy – Thank you Mr. Gudenas for welcoming us to your neighborhood.  Perhaps we 

can get together and have a little barbecue or something one night?  A week ago Friday before he left 

town the Mayor was requested to meet with the current owner’s son.  The owner of this property 

presented to the Mayor a signed purchase agreement to purchase this property for $145,000. 
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Acting Mayor Murphy - It is my understanding, I was not party to that conversation, I received the 

signed purchase agreement from the Mayor.  It is my understanding the current resident is an elderly 

woman.  She has been asked by her daughter to move and live with her in Chicago.  That is currently 

the owner’s plan as I understand it.  To relocate to Chicago and live with her daughter. 

 We believe the purchase of this single parcel of the four that have long been discussed as the 

prime properties for achieving public lakefront access will get the ball rolling.  It gives us the 

opportunity to take meaningful action to pursue lakefront development and to permit public access to 

the lakefront. 

 The purchase of this single parcel by the City would give the City control of the one parcel 

preventing any third party from controlling, purchasing and speculating on that property.  We also 

believe that ownership of a lakefront parcel would put the city in a better position to obtain grant 

funding for lakefront development from the State of Ohio.  We are happy to present this to Council. 

 I would also indicate the Building Commissioner Mr. Apanasewicz, the Service Director Mr. 

Gulich, and the Parks Director Mr. DeMinico did an on-site tour of the property last week.  It would be 

our intention if we took ownership to demolish the current structure which is 76 years old into 

eventually develop this and any abutting properties that the city eventually is able to purchase as park 

land or housing, if that is the direction the city wishes to go in.  In any event, the primary purpose and 

function here is to begin the ball rolling to achieve public access to the lakefront along this land.  That 

is the concept behind the proposal presented to you this evening.   

 

President Cervenik – I did discuss this at great length with the Mayor before he left.  The purchase of 

this property is in effect protecting our investment.  This Council and previous Councils spent nearly 

$100,000 on various studies.  Most of these studies are for private property that we don’t own.  I 

disagree with the spending of some of the money on those private properties, but we have gone ahead  

and done it.  This property became available.  The attorney for this woman contacted the Mayor.  He 

informed us that an offer to sell was made to Mr. Gudenas and that offer was never followed up by any 

positive action by Mr. Gudenas.  I believe the Law Director has a letter from the attorney, the woman’s 

legal counsel, explaining that.  This is by no means, as was insinuated by a few people, any kind of 

vindictiveness or anything else.  A prime piece of lakefront property that we have spent money on, 

thinking about developing at sometime in the future became available.  The developer who’s been 

talking about development was not interested at the time to purchase it, at least not to the satisfaction 

of the owner.  That’s why they contacted us.  I think it would be in very bad taste or a very bad action 

by this Council if we did not jump on this proposal and purchase this property. 

 If the development as proposed comes up in the future, this property could be sold, given, 

donated, whatever to positive lakefront development in that area.  But, to allow a third person, other 

than the proposed developer of the City of Euclid to grab control of this property and possibly use it as 

ransom, to get a higher price than its really worth.  In fact you would have to go through eminent 

domain in the future, I don’t think that’s the right thing to do.  The price is very competitive.  The 

purchase price.  I believe Mr. Murphy also has, I don’t know if it is a formal appraisal, but pretty close 

to that, from a Realtor that does lots of business in the City of Euclid.  Maybe you could read that 

comment he has about this property. 

 

Acting Mayor Murphy – Yes, we did obtain a special purchase estimate of land value from Michael 

Wolanski, who is a realtor, real estate individual here in the city.  His opinion of the value range of the 

subject property as vacant land only is between $165,000-$175,000.   

 

President Cervenik – Comments made about this won’t solve the problem, you will have to deal with 

Americana.  This doesn’t stop us from dealing with Americana.  We have spent the money on the 

studies for Americana.  We have a master plan being formulated or somewhat formulated by GSI, it’s 

going to need our input.  This is very consistent with not only Council’s actions over the last few years 

of trying to move forward on lakefront development.  I would have thought proponents of lakefront 

development would be in favor of the city purchasing this property so it doesn’t fall into the hands of a 

third party.  I strongly support this legislation and hope you do also. 

 

Councilwoman McGarry – In view of all that has gone before us, the main issue here, for me to focus 

on is site control.  Development, unfortunately, never proceeds in the order or manner we would 

prefer.  We along with many others in the community have researched this site and adjacent parcels in 

a great deal of detail.  This opportunity for site control of one of the key parcels all of us have targeted, 

really moves us closer to our overall goal.  I’m pleased to vote for this acquisition tonight, as we 

continue to work toward lakefront development with all potential partners. 
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Councilman Gallagher – I think most importantly what this does is it puts us in a better position to 

apply for funding to build a breakwall.  Everyone has acknowledged from day one, that it is unlikely 

that the improvements necessary to the adjacent apartment building will be made unless the breakwall 

is there first.  This gives us a public ownership foothold with which to demonstrate our sincerity to the 

State, our sincerity to any future developers and also gives us an asset to contribute towards the 

development.  This is real investment.  This is real commitment to lakefront development. 

 

Councilman Flowers – What is the city’s plan?  Do we have any kind of agreement with the owners of 

the Americana?  When I spoke with Mr. Friedman, 2-3 months ago, he had no interest at all converting 

it into condominiums.  Have we talked to him? 

 

Acting Mayor Murphy – I am not aware of any discussion that has occurred with Mr. Friedman.  

Again, I think the Mayor has indicated on several occasions, the only meeting I’ve been participating 

in with Mr. Friedman in the three years I’ve been here with the city, the first words out of his mouth 

when the idea of converting to condominiums was presented, was and I believe I am quoting him 

accurately, that is the craziest idea I’ve ever heard.   

 

Councilman Flowers – I agree with him, that’s my impression when he gave me also.  My thinking is, 

then what worth is this property here unless we’re going to do something with the Americanas.  That’s 

my position on this.  I’ve always been in favor of a marina plan so we address the problems we have 

over at the Americana.  I don’t think we address that by buying a piece of property that’s 100 ft. wide.  

I don’t know what we could put in there.  Is that accurate, its 100 ft. wide the property?  What could 

we put in there unless we have an agreement with Mr. Gudenas and Mr. Friedman and Mr. Simon from 

the Americana?  

 

Director Koran – First of all back in 1988, the City of Euclid Council approved the first beginning of 

this planning process towards the development of lakefront marina.  Back in 1988 URS looked at 4 

possible sites for a marina.  This, what we call a 4 parcel site, was immediately looked at by URS and 

their conclusion was this was perhaps the best site for lakefront development with some anticipated 

cost and some anticipated plans. 

 Since that time, over the last 12-13 years, we have marched steadily forward towards 

development of lakefront marina plan at this four parcel site.  I’m very excited that we are able to 

purchase this property at the price that we are. As far as where the plan is right now, and this is what 

Council has approved over the last several years, GSI is preparing the vision for the development, 

specific development plans for this 4 parcel site, the Americana and perhaps a breakwall from Sims 

Park all the way to the Normandy.  Tomorrow, President Bill Cervenik and I are going down to meet 

with GSI to see where they are with their plans.  Apparently they have 10 different alternatives.  All 

sound very exciting.  They are going to be very interested to hear that the City Council last night 

approved the purchase of this house.  Yes, it is 103 ft. frontage.  The total frontage of the 4 parcel site 

is 325 ft.  We are purchasing almost one-third of the frontage of those 4 parcels.   

 Anyone who has asked me about the first step towards implementing this marina project, I have 

stated the first thing the City will do is acquire these parcels.  If we are going to invest any of our 

dollars, specific hard dollars to build a breakwall, to build parking, to put ancillary development on this 

site, I would recommend to the City Council and to the Mayor that we buy all 4 parcels.  I have said 

that since 1988.  This is definitely consistent with those plans.   

 The way I understand Council’s vision, if I could say that, is once GSI comes up with a master 

plan, then we take that and market it across the United States to try and secure a developer to purchase 

the Americana, convert it to condominiums, along with the 4 parcels that hopefully we’ll have under 

control at some point in the future, to create this Euclid lakefront. 

 

Councilman Flowers – I’m glad to hear the administration is looking into it because I never got that 

impression.  It is good to hear that.   

 

Director Koran – This is what we talked about when we approved the GSI. 

 

Councilman Flowers – I don’t mean to be funny, I’m serious.  This is something I’ve pushed for in the 

past.  The only thing is you’re talking about buying this piece of property and then looking at the GSI 

study.  Why don’t we look at the GSI study before you actually purchase the property?  I know this has 

been in discussion for sometime, I know there’s been discussion before with Mr. Gudenas this present 

owner here now.  I would think it would take them more than 90 days to put everything in order to sell 

the property.  Also, another thing you touched base on, we did the appraisal on the property, that’s 

based on the house still being there too, right? 
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Director Koran – Yes. 

 

Councilman Flowers – It is going to go down once you level it.   

 

Acting Mayor Murphy – No, Councilman Flowers. The appraisal is based on the property, I believe I 

read, as vacant land only. 

 

Councilman Flowers – What’s demolition cost?  I’m a little concerned because I think Council got 

burned because we kind of moved a little quick on the property at 205.  I with hesitation voted for that 

because I thought it had some merits, the plan.  I requested that we move a little slower on it and make 

sure we have everything in line before you have to start spending money.  I’m glad that’s the direction 

the Administration’s looking at.  I got the impression, I’m not sure who I talked to in the 

administration said, that there’s no way Friedman is supportive of doing anything with the Americana.  

I don’t know if that’s still the case. 

 

Director Koran – That was your direct question.  Our answer is, I don’t think Mr. Friedman is 

interested in converting the Americana into condominiums.  Our plan is to get enough planning reports 

and documents that we can convince a developer other than Jeff Friedman, that this plan can work.  

That’s why we’ve done three market analysis, the architectural study to determine cost and now the 

architect putting all these things together to create a vision. 

 

Councilman Flowers – Based on all those studies we’ve done, and what we presently have, you think 

we’re at the position where we can go out and market this to develop it?   

 

Director Koran – When GSI is complete and they have the vision prepared, we are very close to 

getting ready to do an RFP for a developer.  There has been some talk about hiring an accountant to 

come up with some numbers. I’m not sure if we agree with that or not.  This has been a long process 

and I see your concern.  But, I’d say we’re very close. 

 

Councilwoman Miller – I’m totally confused around here.  First of all we’re being knocked because we 

don’t show any interest in wanting to put a marina there.  I’ve said since 1981 that I’m definitely 

interested in finding some place on the lakefront, we should develop our lakefront.  Now we have an 

opportunity, they came to us and asked us to purchase this property.  Am I correct? 

 

Acting Mayor Murphy – That’s correct. 

 

Councilwoman Miller – Someone called me up and said we did eminent domain and I said no we 

didn’t.  Someone called and asked through the realtor for us to purchase it.  Now, we’ve got big plans 

here but what if, the Americana remains the way it is, and we can’t turn it into a condominium.  At 

least we have a start at purchasing, we have that one home purchased.  We can still make a park.  We 

can still have a ramp there.  We can still have use of the lake.  We can still have a way to develop that 

in some way.  Maybe not fantastic condominiums.  I’d love to see condominiums there.  I’d love to see 

the Americana turn into condominiums and changed.  I’ve got beautiful ideas for that place, but I’m 

not an architect.  But, I think this definitely is a start.  The important thing is it shows anybody out 

there, any developer or anyone who’s been saying we’re not doing anything, when are we going to do 

something and start showing some interest.  I think this is the first step in showing it.  When I first 

heard about it, I had some questions, too, but then after thinking about it, I thought in the long run, we 

can still develop something out of this.  It can still work. 

 

Councilman Gruber – I support the concept of the idea.  I went and I looked at the property.  I don’t 

know how many council members did.  I have to agree with Councilman Flowers, I can still taste 

asbestos.  We talked about tearing this house down, does anybody have an idea of how much it would 

cost to demolish the house and who came up with the number? 

 

Commissioner Apanasewicz – Our last demolition that we performed was a condemnation on Recher.  

We found asbestos in the Recher home and it cost an extra $500 to abate.  The fact is asbestos in single 

family homes is not as dangerous as it would be in commercial properties.  It is not handled the same 

way.  You have to properly dispose of it, but I wouldn’t set a price tag greater than $20,000 to tear 

down the house, no matter what was there. 

 

Councilman Gruber – That includes the removal of the septic system and fuel oil tank? 
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Commissioner Apanasewicz – We would plan to remove foundations.  Again the house on Recher was 

a perfect example of that.  That removed the foundation.  The total cost of the project was $6,000.  I 

wouldn’t anticipate that we would have a great demolition cost.  

 

Councilman Gruber – Have we had a professional estimate for, no disregard to your experience; but a 

professional estimate for demolition? 

 

Commissioner Apanasewicz – We have not, but all demolitions are competitively bid.  We’ve done 

approximately 6 demolitions of single family homes and each of those we’ve never spent over $6,000.   

 

Councilman Gruber – When I did visit the property I noticed there’s probably a 30-35 ft. drop to the 

lake from the bluff.  You were there Director Koran, would you agree with that, about the 25-30 ft. 

drop?   

 

Director Koran – At least, yes. 

 

Councilman Gruber – I support the concept.  I support the idea.  It would make a great pocket park.  

However, I would like more public input and a clearer vision of where we are going with this.  Unless 

this goes to a Committee, I’m going to have to vote against this project.  Thank you. 

 

Councilman Korosec – You stole one of the questions I’ve had.  Many of the residents had questions 

why the emergency status to the ordinance.  Can anyone in the administration please clarify why we 

did that? 

 

Acting Mayor Murphy – It is an emergency so we can put the ordinance into effect immediately and 

begin the closing.  I’m not sure myself what the current occupant’s plans are.  I don’t believe she is 

going to vacate the house tomorrow if you act tonight.  Again, I know she is a very elderly woman.  I 

believe I’ve heard 86 years old or so,  90.  I know her daughter desperately wants her to move to 

Chicago and live with her.  I think one of the residents who spoke earlier asked the question whose 

looking out for the interests of the owner?  I think very properly and very appropriately her daughter in 

Chicago who wants her to come and live with her and her son who contacted the city and brought the 

purchase agreement, signed, to the city, are the two people who are looking out for her interests.  I 

think the quicker we are able to approve the purchase, begin the escrow and do the closing serves 

everybody’s interest. 

 

Councilwoman Valencic – Have the other parcel owners come forward?  Word has spread rapidly 

since all this has occurred.  Have the other property owners come forward in approaching the city to 

buy their property? 

 

Acting Mayor Murphy – They have not approached me.  I don’t think they have approached anyone 

else in the administration.  We’ll be happy to talk to anybody else who’s interested in selling their 

property at a similar amount of money. 

 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail- In those 4 parcels, not across the city. 

 

Acting Mayor Murphy – Those 4 parcels and assuming the Finance Director tells me we have money 

available to make any more purchases. 

 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail – I just wanted to lend my support.  We’ve talked about lakefront 

development and this is a step forward.  Going back to all the studies, we’ve talked about reconverting 

the Americanas, we’ve talked about condos, townhouses there.  That does not mean that can’t happen.  

We can always resell it to a developer.  This gives us the control. We’ve seen in downtown Euclid and 

in other projects what happens when we have to many owners of properties and people starting to take 

ownership and thinking their property is worth more than it is.  It has certainly halted deals from 

happening, good things in the city.  If we can take ownership in this, its a good step forward.  What the 

outcome will be, it may be what the vision is, it may end up being an open park.  But it very well could 

still be the development plan that we’ve talked about with townhouses and some lakefront access, 

marina and condominiums.  I certainly support this.  I think it is a strong step forward. 

 

Councilman Flower s- I don’t mean to say that I don’t think this is a good idea.  I’m just a little gun-

shy.  I prefer to see us move slowly on it.  If it comes to a vote tonight, I will abstain on it because I 

think its a good idea but then I’m not quite sure.  I’d prefer to make sure we have all our ducks in 

order.  Make sure that the GSI plan is right.  Have all our costs together.  
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Councilman Flowers -  I won’t vote to suspend the rules to have a reading on it because I think we 

should move slowly on it and make sure we’re moving properly.  It sounds good.  I’ve always pushed 

for that.  I’d love to see us do some kind of development.  Do something to address the Americana. But 

if the Americana is not part of it, I don’t know if spending $145,000 to purchase the property and then 

another $20,000, was the estimate to demolish it.  Even if you just turn it into a park, I don’t know.  

My idea of lakefront development will not be just to have a boat ramp out there.  I hope that’s not what 

we are looking for.  I want some good solid lakefront development.  That’s where my concerns are on 

this so I won’t be voting to support it tonight.  Not voting against it either.  I’m going to vote to hold 

off on a decision on it until we have all our ducks in order. 

 

Councilwoman Valencic – I’m throwing this out as a question.  Would it be possible, for rest of 

Council to be in agreement, to attend a committee meeting to discuss this?  I want to make sure that we 

will keep this, ourselves, and open it only for lakefront development.  We have to have that written 

somewhere ourselves that we are committed to it.  We are all saying that, but what if everything falls 

apart and then we have this piece of property? 

 

President Cervenik – Then we sell it.  If worse case scenario happens and no lakefront development is 

done, we sell it and have an appraiser back up the price. 

 

Council took a 5-minute recess. 

 

Councilman Korosec – I have some serious questions as to the length of time the City would be 

holding on to this land.  The true, firm costs that would be costing the City.  One thing keeps coming 

up and that’s, you know, pocket park.  And I’d like to hear the positives and negatives of pocket park 

by you, Bob, to see what are your thoughts about that.  What work would need to be done prior to the 

City being able to make it a park?  Those types of issues because then we’re looking at even more 

money if we’re going to turn it into a pocket park. 

 

Councilwoman Valencic – Again, I have a retort to that.  More money, we do need to put money if 

we’re going to do lakefront development, it’s going to cost money.  So we have to be committed to 

spend money be it grants or whatever it’s going to cost us money so I guess this is an additional start. 

But I understand what Councilman Korosec is saying we need to know, there’s more expenses than 

just $125,000; but again if we’re committed as a group to moving forward with our vision for this 

community of lakefront development, we have to make the decision. 

 

Councilman Gruber – Would the money be coming from the endowment fund for this purchase? 

 

Chairman Cervenik – Yes. 

 

Councilman Gruber – And, second, I’d like to reiterate that I do support the concept, I can support the 

idea; but I would like to have more public input on it.  That’s all I have to say.  Thanks. 

 

Chairman Cervenik – Anyone else?  Motion to close debate made by Gruber; seconded by Gallagher. 

 

Councilman Korosec – I’m sorry.  I didn’t get my answers to my questions.  You moved right over to 

Councilwoman Valencic.  I made a question to you, Parks & Recreation Director Bob DeMinico and I 

never got his answers. 

 

Chairman Cervenik – Can you answer that now?  Excuse me. 

 

Director DeMinico – I wouldn’t have any ideas on cost estimates for a pocket park there.  I did tour the 

property.  I agree with our Administration on the concept.  I don’t have any idea of what it would cost 

to make it a park pocket at this point in time. 

 

Councilman Korosec – Erosion control, fencing, what are we, what were your thoughts when you were 

looking at this parcel of land to make it into a pocket park?  I’m not saying that it’s a bad idea to buy 

the piece of property.  What I’m saying is that if in the future we are, I guess, project A does not fall 

through and we go back to what everyone’s bringing up a pocket park situation what are our options at 

that time and what are the cost estimates of making this pocket park? 

 

Director DeMinico – If we don’t go forward with the marina and the lakefront development plan, I 

would agree with Council President Cervenik that parcel, if that was the only parcel we obtained, that 

we would turn that over for sale.  That would be my opinion.  
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Director DeMinico -  We have about 33 acres at Sims Park and, I forgot the exact acreage, I think it’s 

16 acres, maybe a little less than that, from Euclid Park from the beginning to the end.  Having that 

100’ frontage and putting a pocket park in there I would believe it would be better suited going back to 

trees, but I think the long-term plan of the marina is the way to go.  With controlling this parcel gives 

us better advantage for future developer, no matter who it would be.  They can deal with us and they 

know we’re a willing partner. 

 

Councilman Korosec – Thank you. 

 

Chairman Cervenik – The goal here is far from pocket park.  The goal is for a much grander plan. 

 

Councilwoman McGarry – I’ve said all that I have to say.  I would like to call for the vote, Mr. 

President. 

 

Councilman Gallagher – I just have one final comment.  In Sunday’s Plain Dealer there was a 

roundtable discussion in the business section on the future revitalization on the entire Cleveland 

region.  In that Dennis Eckart made the comment that revitalization from the entire region has to 

include lakefront development and we have to think big in scope and big in design.  And if we’re 

scared of $145,000 investment, then we’re not committed to lakefront development.  For this, this is 

exactly the dramatic step we need to take to demonstrate our commitment, to demonstrate our 

investment in the future.  So this is exactly what we need to do. 

 

Councilman Gallagher moved to close debate, seconded by Councilwoman McGarry.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

 

Councilman Gallagher moved to suspend the rules, seconded by Councilman Gruber.   

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Gallagher, Holzheimer Gail, McGarry, Miller, Valencic, Cervenik 

 Nays:   Flowers, Gruber, Korosec 

Suspension passed. 

 

Roll Call: Yeas:  Gallagher, Holzheimer Gail, McGarry, Miller, Valencic, Cervenik 

 Nays:   Gruber Korosec 

 Abstain:  Flowers 

Passed. 

 

      Ord. 116-2001 (436-01) Gas Aggregation 

An emergency ordinance authorizing natural gas aggregation for Euclid residents pursuant to 

municipal home rule authority. (Sponsored by  Mayor Oyaski) 

 

Councilwoman Miller moved for passage,  seconded by Councilwoman Valencic. 

 

Acting Mayor Murphy – Last week you heard a presentation on this item at Councilman Gruber's 

Utility Commission.  We have the ordinance before you tonight that would authorize the City to 

become the natural gas aggregator for its residents and business consumers.  Asst. Law Director 

Phyllis Vento is here this evening.  She has worked very hard and extensively on this matter.  Also 

with us tonight if you choose to suspend your rules and hear from Mr. Mark Burns from Buckeye 

Energy to answer questions for you.  I know there were several from the residents and either Phyllis or 

Mark are best qualified to answer those. 

 

Miller moved to suspend the rules to have the Buckeye representative to come to the microphone to 

answer questions; seconded by Valencic.   

 

Councilwoman Miller – I was unable to attend the meeting the other night and there are some concerns 

by the residents and I would ask the same thing.  Where do they plan to put these gas wells? 

 

President Cervenik – This is gas aggregation. 

 

Councilwoman Miller – Oh, I’m sorry. 

 

President Cervenik - That’s okay; we have two things about gas tonight.  This is gas aggregation. 

 

Councilwoman Miller – I’ve got the other one on my mind. 
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President Cervenik – This is to opt into a discount gas program. 

 

Councilwoman Valencic – Residents will no longer have the option to opt out.  Is that correct?  That’s 

what I was told.  The answer to Mrs. Fike’s question about filling out the forms, I was told that was 

now null and void. 

 

Asst. Law Director Vento – Regarding natural gas?  Natural gas and electricity are two separate issues.  

I can give you a brief overview of what we’re trying to do here.  This would be an opt-in natural gas 

aggregate for Euclid natural gas customers which would include small businesses.  We would form the 

aggregate pursuant to constitutional home rule authority which does not include the opt-out program.  

That would be a statutory authority which we would have to follow Senate Bill 9 which is totally 

different than electric but it’s set up kind of the same way.  We put the language on and the residents 

would vote on whether to have an opt-out aggregate.  This aggregate the customer would actively 

make the decision to join and have to contact the supplier to join the aggregate.  The City is sort of 

hands-off in this arrangement.  It’s between the customer and the supplier directly.  The City signs an 

endorsement agreement with the supplier and endorses the program, contacts the residents; but the 

supplier directly also contacts the residents.  And the City presents it as this is the best offer that we 

have and we’d like you to join. 

 The advantage to it is that it gets the word out to the residents.  More people will join if the City 

does endorse it.  A supplier may have a good deal out there, but it would get maybe a 5% response.  If 

the City endorses it, then we bring more people on board.  I think we’re looking at a one-year contract 

and based on the way the market’s been going the average customer would save about $150 a year.   

 This program would be at little or no cost to the City.  We do have an offer and the supplier has 

agreed to pay the administrative fee associated with the program.  That’s all I have. 

 

Councilwoman Valencic – So then in theory, by getting the word out, more people will agree to do this 

it’ll lower the rate, in theory, rather than the customer doing it individually. 

 

Asst. Law Director Vento – Right.  More people are apt to sign a contract with the supplier if the City 

would endorse that supplier. 

 

Councilman Flowers – They’re going out to get the bids, then the citizens have the choice to go ahead 

and sign up for that rate, right? 

 

Asst. Law Director Vento – That’s correct. 

 

Councilman Flowers – Versus I think Councilwoman Valencic might have been thinking that because 

you had a larger pool the rate would not go down.  They actually go out and get the rates and then we 

go and buy into it or the residents do. 

 

President Cervenik – And they also have the option of going with any other company that brought 

back a better rate.  For instance there was a question asked what about those of us that opted for 

another supplier and then decided First Energy Services.  I could leave First Energy Services at any 

time, but I believe that company has a $25 fee if I leave before my 3 years or 4 years.  So I would have 

to evaluate what I’m paying First Energy Services what I’d be paying Shell Gas or the City of Euclid 

program and if it saves me $155 over what I’m paying First Energy, I’d be willing to pay that $25.  So 

this gives just a program that our citizens can be aware of and could save them some decent money. 

 

Mr. Mark Burns – Director of Sales and Marketing for Buckeye Energy.  Thanks for having me back 

again and I think Miss Vento did a pretty good job of explaining an overview of the program.  Before I 

talk a little bit more about the program, I just want to point out that we’re in the middle of June; but it 

was only a few months’ ago that we all had sticker shock.  Or a lot of us that hadn’t done anything 

with our natural gas bills and there was a real out cry to the City do something for me.  Help me.  What 

can you do?  Well, the message was heard loud and clear by Mayor Oyaski and Acting Mayor Mr. 

Murphy and Council here and this is what they’re doing for the residents of Euclid.  And the folks 

down in Columbus got the message, too.  They passed a they made House Bill 9 a top priority down 

there to allow cities to go ahead and aggregate for their residents.  Someone mentioned over here the 

theory.  Well, it’s not theory; it’s reality.  Suppliers do offer and will offer a lower price for the 

expectation of a bigger buyer group.  So that’s what the residents of Euclid are having done for them.  

All these offers that come out, very confusing to sort one from another.  The City has gone out and 

hired a consulting firm, Buckeye Energy, to help them make sense of those offers, go out and find the 

best deal on the market and we’re presenting it to the residents of Euclid.  It’s your choice if you want 

to take advantage of that offer.   
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Mr. Burns -  And by coming together, once again, quickly in a large potential buying group suppliers 

like Shell Energy are able to offer a lower price then you’ll ever have a chance of getting on your own. 

 I think there were a couple of questions mentioned in the general comment section earlier.  The 

one has already been answered by Council President and the other was just about the agreement 

between Buckeye Energy and Shell Energy and the City.  It’s kind of two separate relationships.  

Buckeye is an independent contractor; we’re certified or an independent broker and aggregator, 

certified by the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio.  We broker electricity, natural gas for a number 

of cities around the State of Ohio and we have a relationship with the City of Euclid and Shell is about 

to enter into, hopefully, an endorsement agreement with the City of Euclid, separate contracts.  Our fee 

that we charge the City of Euclid is being reimbursed by Shell.  So you can see that this program, I 

think that it’s a really good model that city governments can do for residents.  It’s basically coming 

together, bringing the residents into a large buying group, getting them a lower rate than they can 

achieve on their own and doing it at no cost.  Now you talked about the 2002 budget tonight.  I didn’t 

see a whole lot of items in there like that so I hope the residents of Euclid, small businesses will benefit 

from this, you know, really pass on a good word to City Council and the Mayor for doing this. 

 It is an endorsement program.  Basically, Shell Energy will be sending out information, 

advertisements to all the residents and businesses in Euclid.  And once that advertisement that they pay 

for goes out explaining the fixed price offer you have for 12 months then City Council, Mayor will 

actively endorse that program along with Buckeye Energy.  Getting the word out about the benefits of 

the program for a 30-day time period where residents have the ability to sign up either on the phone or 

over the internet for this offer.  It’s basically a simple program.  The resident has all the choice and it 

offers significant savings approximately $150 to the average resident.  And once again commercial 

customers will be eligible for the same price because their usage is higher their savings will even be 

greater. 

 

Councilman Flowers – At the committee meeting I asked the question about the amount of days an 

individual has in order to change and they wouldn’t be a fee, I didn’t see it here in the contract.  Is it in 

the contract? 

 

Mr. Burns – It’s in the endorsement agreement between the City and Shell Energy.  And it’s 30 days 

that once a resident has accepted an offer and are part of the program if they change their mind down 

the road with 30 days’ notice they can get out of the contract for free.  There are very good terms and 

conditions in this agreement that we fought hard to get.  A $5 switching fee that Shell Energy is 

picking up for the residents, things like that. 

 

Councilman Flowers – Okay so actually you brought it down from 90 days. 

 

President Cervenik – Any other questions?   

 

Councilman Flowers moved to close debate, seconded by Councilman Gruber.  Ayes:  Unanimous 

 

Councilwoman McGarry moved to suspend the rules; seconded by Councilwoman Miller.   

Ayes:  Unanimous 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller, Valencic 

                             Cervenik 

Passed. 

 

Mr. Burns – If I could, I’d just like to acknowledge had a gentleman, a business manager from Shell, 

take the opportunity to hop on a plane this morning, fly all the way up here from Houston, Mr. 

Deforester Jones.  That’s how important this is to him.  I just wanted to acknowledge that.  Thanks for 

your time. 

 

President Cervenik – Thank you and, Miss Vento, we appreciate all the work you put into this.  You 

made a very good presentation at the meeting last Wednesday. 

 

Asst. Law Director Vento – You’re very welcome. 

 

  Ord. 117-2001 (443-01) Bids/Communication System 

An ordinance authorizing the Administrative Director of the City of Euclid to enter into multiple 

professional service contracts with various vendors after informal bidding for the purchase/lease and 

installation of a voice/data communications system. (Sponsored by Councilman Cervenik by request of 

the Administrative Director) 
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Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail moved for passage, seconded by Councilman Flowers. 

 

Director Johnson – As you all know this is a subject that we’ve talked about now for about 2 or 3 

years.  And the telephone system that we are currently using has been in place since we moved into 

this building in 1989.  It’s 13 years old now.  I think that I informed you last year that in August we 

received a letter from the vendor that had been supporting this system that they would no longer 

support the system.  We have known for several years that the system was no longer made and that we 

have been buying refurbished parts.  In August when they informed us that they would no longer repair 

or service the system, they also informed us that parts would no longer be available.  So we have been 

operating with this telephone system since last August in hopes that it does not fail. 

 In that period of time I have been working with a gentleman, he’s in the audience tonight; his 

name is Wally Morris.  He’s with Edge Networks.  He’s done a lot of, given us a lot of help in terms of 

moving forward in certain areas of technology, particularly with the laptops and the way Council dials 

in now with the virtual private network.  A lot of that design has been done by Mr. Morris.  I’ve been 

working with Mr. Morris on looking at what we can do with a voice system as well as addressing our 

data system needs.   

 As you know, we have 13 buildings including City Hall throughout the City and right now our 

data communication between those buildings is merely our dialup telephone lines and modems.  And 

I’m sure you can appreciate what the speeds are, what the performance is and lack of reliability with 

that system.  At the last Council meeting, if you recall, we did approve spending an additional $50,000 

with Adelphia to enhance the institutional network.  That institutional network what we’re hoping will 

be the backbone that this application as well as the data application as well as public safety 

applications will ride on.   

 As far as the voice data system, we looked at three different types of systems.  We looked at 

what is called a traditional PBX system.  PBX is a private branch exchange and what that box does is 

essentially switch calls.  So that when someone calls 289-2700 which is our main number, we can 

switch those calls to any other building or to any other office throughout the City.  What we are 

proposing is to consider no longer paying Ameritech to provide that service and buying our own 

equipment.  We’ve looked at three different approaches to that idea.  As I said earlier, one is the 

traditional PBX, the other approach would be what is called Voice Over Internet Protocol or Voice 

Over IP.  It’s fairly cutting edge.  It’s not proven technology; we didn’t feel real comfortable with that.  

And the third option would be what’s called conversion technology which would be technology that 

would allow us to convert our voice system as well as our data system on fiberoptic cables.  We went 

out and looked at prices for equipment.  What we’re asking for tonight is authority to seek informal 

proposals, but we have had some preliminary pricing. We think we have the situation that we can 

upgrade our voice system as well as upgrade our data system without incurring any additional costs. 

 For the last 13 years we’ve had what’s called Sentrex Service with Ameritech.  We pay 

$17,000/month for that service.  And basically what that service does if you call the Senior Center or if 

you call the Golf Course or if you call the Streets Department, you could call directly or you could call 

City Hall and someone here in this building would be able to switch that call to those other buildings.  

For that service, we’ve been paying $17,000/month.  Based on that Mr. Morris and I tried to make sure 

that any system we looked at that we were not going to expend any more money per month than that 

amount.  What we’ve come up with is essentially is that we think that giving us 5-year payback on a 

system that we could begin immediately to save about $67,000/year.  That’s based on the fact that we 

spend $216,000/year now on telephone service.  And that $216,000, just so you know, $169,900 of it is 

in the General Fund; $10,200 is in the Recreation Operating Fund; $7,500 is in the Community 

Development Block Grant; $24,800 is in Waste Water Treatment and $3,600 of it is in the Golf 

Course.  That total amount comes to the $216,000 that I had mentioned. 

 Obviously, it’s up to the Finance Director to decide what the final financing would be; but we 

did contact leasing agents.  They are offering 5.1% interest for 5-year period.  That payment would be 

$148,000/year which would come up with the $67,000/year in cash savings to begin with.  The 

monthly recurring costs that we would have of about $5,000/month from the $17,000/month.  And we 

feel that after the system is paid off in 5 years that it would have at least a useful life of another 12-13 

years just as this system.  And after the 5th year we would look to save the entire $200,000 for the 

balance of the 7 years.  So I think that it’s a way to upgrade our technology without extending any 

more money and, as a matter of fact, saving about $60,000. 

 

Councilman Gruber – Director Johnson, in the loop, the diagrams that you gave us about the loops and 

everything, I didn’t see Glenbrook on there is that just because there wasn’t enough paper or are they 

not in the proposed loop? 

 

Director Johnson – Glenbrook? 
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Councilman Gruber – Yes, school. 

 

Director Johnson – Schools, I believe, was a separate diagram.  The public schools are getting 6 

strands of fiber and Glenbrook School is on that diagram. 

 

Councilman Gruber – I saw Indian Hills, but I didn’t see that.  The other question I have is informal 

bidding.  Is that where you don’t advertise for bids you just take it from known suppliers? 

 

Director Johnson – The reason why, Councilman Gruber, is because there are probably 3 or 4 major 

manufacturers of this type of equipment.  Foundry Networks, Nortel Networks, Lucent Technologies.  

Basically, what we’ve done we’ve met with the engineers for those companies.  Although they cannot 

sell us the equipment, there are some retailers.  For instance with the Nortell equipment, the only 

people that we’d really be able to even talk to purchase the equipment from and have it installed is 

either from Verizon or Alltell.  I think or maybe Sprint.  So only the major telephone companies, if you 

will, that you’re familiar with would even be eligible to install and sell and service this equipment.  So 

to take bids it’s not like we’re buying vehicles or something that would be generic in that just anybody 

could probably sell us the equipment and install it. 

 

Councilman Flowers – And the other reason you can do this is because you don’t have to go for bids 

on this because it’s more of a consulting type of purchase? 

 

Director Johnson – Mainly, the other reason, Councilman Flowers, is that any vendor that we end up 

dealing with we’re either going to get state contract pricing or lower. Mr. Morris is here and if Council 

agrees to waive the rules he could answer some of the technical questions.  He knows more about this. 

 

Councilman Flowers moved to suspend the rules, seconded by Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail. 

 

Mr. Wally Morris – Good evening.  I just wanted to mention when you were talking about the bidding 

that when we went out for bids we asked for state term pricing from state term vendors and then we 

were trying on top of that to beat the state term pricing so that we would be able to handle it in that 

method, too, to be covered by that. 

 

Councilman Flowers – Okay, so we’ll be covered by that then part of it is because you’re discussing it 

with them any how instead of spending money on advertisements.  You’re better off just telling them 

what you need and they can work with us.  Is that correct? 

 

Director Johnson – Right.  It would cost us at least $1,000 just to run an ad in the Plain Dealer and it’s 

not that we’re trying to avoid that cost because it is required by law. 

 

Councilman Flowers – You mentioned that the cost is $17,000/month right now and that’s how you 

came up with the $216,000 figure?  I multiplied it out and it’d be $204,000. 

 

Director Johnson – I think if you take the $17,000/month it should come pretty close to $216,000 

figure.  What’s budgeted right now in all those funds is $216,000. 

 

Councilman Flowers – Okay, we’re budgeted for $216,000, but we’re actually spending $204,000.  If 

you multiple 17 x 12, you get 204. 

 

Director Johnson – Well, the bill on average is $17,000/month.   

 

Councilman Flowers – Okay, so you’re saying it’s averaging not necessarily $17,000; it could be a 

little bit more. 

 

Director Johnson – Some months it’s $18,000; some months it’s $19,000. 

 

Councilman Flowers – Okay, all right.  You answered my question.  We’re going to be saving money 

in the long haul, $60,000/year you’re expecting. 

 

Director Johnson – Immediately $67,000 and after 5 years $200,000. 

 

President Cervenik – We’ll be saving immediately.  Any other questions?   
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Councilman Flowers moved to close debate, seconded by Councilman Korosec.  Yeas:  Unanimous 

 

Councilwoman Miller moved to suspend the rules, seconded by Councilwoman McGarry.  Ayes:  

Unanimous. 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller, Valencic,  

      Cervenik. 

Passed. 

 

  Ord. 118-2001 (423-01) Honeywell/WWT 

An ordinance authorizing the Director of Public Service of the City of Euclid to enter into a contract 

with Honeywell International, Inc. for the Project Engineering, Project Management, Construction 

Management, Performance Contracting, and Financing for a Comprehensive Energy Conservation 

Program for the City of Euclid Waste Water Treatment Plant.  (Sponsored by Councilman Gruber by 

request of the Service Director)  (Recommended for passage by the Finance Committee) 

 

Councilman Gruber moved for passage, seconded by Councilman Gallagher. 

 

Director Gulich – Last week Bill Giamo came in and talked to us from Honeywell about the various 

components of comprehensive energy program.  Mr. Gall is here tonight; I’ll ask for his comments as 

well.  Basically, what we have is an application here of H.B. 300 whereby we can go in and retrofit this 

facility with energy-saving devices – pumps, light fixtures, water tanks and various other monitoring 

devices and at no cost to the City.  They can do this by the City paying for the project out of the energy 

savings and I think Councilman Flowers hit the nail on the head when he asked about the guarantee on 

that and it is an ironclad guarantee.  What if Honeywell would come in here and the savings not pay 

for themselves Honeywell guarantees.  How can they do that?  They’ve measured the energy 

consumption there, the old light fixtures, the old air handling system.  Mr. Gall is a little more 

knowledgeable about that than myself.  He knows that plant in and out.  I’ll ask if he could make some 

comments. 

 

Supt. Gall – I’d just like to say that this will actually be the culmination of several years’ worth of 

energy conservation measures which we’ve undertaken ourselves down at the plant.  We’ve 

modernized our oxygen generation equipment.  We’ve replaced a lot of inefficient motors.  We’ve 

converted to atmospheric vaporizers.  We’ve controlled savings probably $200,000/year in utility 

costs. 

 Honeywell proposal will squeeze an additional estimated $50-60,000 a year and, mostly, in 

HVAC savings and lighting savings.  I would appreciate your support. 

 

President Cervenik – Supt. Gall, all these savings will just have a positive effect, obviously, on our rate 

structure for our sewage which we discussed the report last week. 

 

Supt. Gall – That is correct. 

 

President Cervenik - $200,000 savings over all we’ve done could be very significant savings on our 

rate structure extend our rate increases past the 5 years that were recommended. 

  

Motion to close debate by Councilwoman Valencic, seconded by Councilman Korosec.   

Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Motion to suspend the rules by Councilman Gruber, seconded by Councilman Gallagher.   

Yeas:  Unanimous 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller, Valencic,  

                 Cervenik. 

Passed. 

 

  Ord. 119-2001 (441-01) Drilling Oil Wells 

An ordinance authorizing the Mayor of the City of Euclid, or his designee, to enter into an Oil and Gas 

Lease Agreement with Bass Energy for the purpose of energy savings, by the drilling of gas and oil 

wells on City owned properties.  (Sponsored by Mayor Oyaski) 

 

Councilwoman Miller moved for passage, seconded by Councilman Korosec. 

 



Council Minutes 
June 18, 2001 
Page 27 
 
Director Gulich – I’ve asked Bill Rudacell from Bass Energy to patiently sit through our meeting 

tonight to be available to address some questions that came up already.  I’d just like to mention that 

I’ve been up in Lyndhurst.  They’ve got considerable gas well drilling up there.  I think everyone’s 

read about that in the papers.  There’s been some questions about the locations of these proposed wells.   

 What we do is propose to drill an initial well here in Memorial Park.  Director DeMinico, 

myself, Dan Driscoll and the Fire Chief have toured the areas there.  We first proposed tank battery.  

We go in a proximity directly between the communications tower, the toilet room next door to it and 

the jail right behind it.  Mr. Rudacell and Bass Energy are proposing extensive landscaping.  The 

landscaping plan would have to meet Mr. DeMinico’s and my approval, of course; but if this well was 

successful, and keep in mind you’re talking natural gas well oil is a by-product of the natural gas well, 

there would be a limited value to that as well.  If this well is successful, we’re proposing drilling an 

additional well on the golf course property.  Where would this tank battery go?  It would go in the 

proximity of the garbage dumpsters in the back of the parking lot, probably right next to them.  And 

again, they would be landscaped to the City’s satisfaction, in particular Mr. DeMinico. 

 What would the City get out of this?  The City would be guaranteed free gas.  The offer they’ve 

given the City is identical to the offers given to the City of Lyndhurst, 200 mcf for free, 12-1/2% 

royalty.  In the City of Lyndhurst citizens abutting the property can get royalties.  We have an open 

area here.  There would be no royalties involved with citizens.   

 How much money does that mean for the City?  There’s a couple different components.  I’ll 

ask Mr. Rudacell to address them briefly.  First of all, how productive is the well and how long will it 

last?  I would just like to mention that Mr. Rudacell’s drilling operation is guaranteed to have no cost 

to the City.  And at this point, if Council approves, I’ll ask Mr. Rudacell to make a few brief 

comments. 

 

Councilman Korosec moved to suspend the rules; Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail seconded. 

 

Mr. Rudacell – First, Bass Energy, we’re an Ohio independent welling gas exploration production 

company.  We’ve been in business since 1982, operating here in the State of Ohio.  My partner and I 

have drilled collectively between us over 1,000 wells in the State of Ohio so we have some experience 

at this.  We’ve really specialized over the course of the last few years in areas that are environmentally 

sensitive, areas which are not easy to get to, city environments because we’ve found that’s where the 

gas and oil is.  Of course, the economics of drilling has changed dramatically in the course of the last 

18 months, frankly, because the price of natural gas which has been the subject of several of the topics 

this evening.  The price of natural gas has increased by almost 300% and as well as the corresponding 

price of wellhead oil. 

 If we use the City of Lyndhurst as a model for the City of Euclid and we look economically at 

what we’ve been able to achieve there, and if we use that as a model, and then look to the City of 

Euclid and hope to accomplish something similar to that.  The first well that we drilled in the City of 

Lyndhurst and there had not been a well drilled in the City of Lyndhurst.  The City of Lyndhurst had a 

drilling band that dated back to 1938 and after extensive work with the City, City Council they 

rescinded that band and leased the City park to us.  We drilled that first well directly behind the 

Lyndhurst City Hall.  That well produced 200 million cu. ft. of gas in the first 4 years and will produce 

over its lifetime twice that, about 400 million cu. ft. of gas.  At today’s prices in the first 4 years that 

well grossed $5/unit $1 million and will gross $2 million lifetime.  The City will receive 12-1/2% 

royalty from that as well as we have piped natural gas to heat their municipal complex as well as their 

swimming pools in the community.  And so that particular well has been very successful from the City 

of Lyndhurst’s standpoint.  After drilling that first well, they invited us back to drill additional wells in 

their City’s parks which we have done.  We’ve drilled additional wells on golf courses.  We drilled 

both private country clubs in the City of Lyndhurst.  We drilled 16 wells in that community starting in 

1996.  We’ve worked very closely with the safety departments, both the police and fire departments in 

terms of ongoing education in terms of any type of emergency response that would be required. 

 There were a couple of questions that were raised in the question portion of this meeting.  One 

dealt with the concern of fresh water.  In this particular area what we would do is set a minimum of 

300’ of what we call surface casing which seals off all fresh water zones to 300’.  And that particular 

operation the cementing of that operation is actually monitored by and signed off by the regulatory 

agency in the State of Ohio which is the Department of Natural Resources, Division of Metal 

Resources that would have an inspector on site during that process.  And in our experience we have not 

contaminated in any circumstance in any location any fresh water zones. 

 The second question that was brought up was one of aesthetics and I think the Service Director 

addressed that that we would in the oil and gas lease itself, we would agree to, of course, fence and 

landscape as directed by the City.  And that’s something I feel we’re pretty proud of with the City of 

Lyndhurst and other cities that we’ve worked with.  That that’s really been our approach.  That we’re 

really a partner in this process; that we really want to work with the City in that regard.  So we’re a 
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long-term partner because we’re going to be and, hopefully, with the successful project operating this 

particular facility for a long time. 

 

Councilman Gruber – I just have a couple of questions.  Truck traffic.  On the second part it says that 

you will be constructing a 10’ tall, 140 barrel oil storage tank and a 70 barrel Brian tank.  Will that be 

removed with tank truck or how will that be?  Because that will increase the truck traffic around. 

 

Mr. Rudacell – Yes, sir.  That will be removed by tank truck and that particular truck would be about 

the size of a septic truck, typical septic truck. 

 

Councilman Gruber – How often would you, I guess that would depend upon the amount you extracted 

from the ground? 

 

Mr. Rudacell – Yes.  Typically, we haul those vehicles hold 70 barrels of fluid and so if we have 140 

barrel tank that were full then we would ship two loads.  It takes about 45 minutes to unload a tank. 

 

Councilman Gruber – Okay and Sims Park is not in your plans for drilling, that’s correct?  I’ve heard 

that rumor.  Director Gulich, nothing at Sims Park for now? 

 

Director Gulich – Absolutely not. 

 

Councilman Gruber – Okay and if the wells were to go dry, will all the equipment be removed by your 

company and everything put back to how it was? 

 

Mr. Rudacell – Yes, it’s a condition of the lease as well as the bond that we have with the State. 

 

Councilman Gruber – Okay and will you be using I think they call it a Clinton Rig is that the proper 

terminology? 

 

Mr. Rudacell – The zone that we would be drilling to test would be about 3200’ in depth and it’s the 

Clinton Sand; that’s correct. 

 

Councilman Gallagher – It states here that we’re entitled to 200 mcf per year in gas free.  

Approximately, what will that do for us?  Will that heat the entire municipal building for the year and 

more? 

 

Director Gulich – No, I don’t believe that amount will heat the entire building for the year.  I do have 

some consumption numbers which Jack Johnson was nice enough to look up for us.  Obviously, we’re 

talking about the royalties as well.  The City would receive the cash royalties based on the gas that 

would come out of that well, would be metered, would be piped to Dominion’s lines, probably right 

out on E. 222nd Street, would be metered at that point and we would receive royalties from that pipe 

going to Dominion’s lines. 

 

Mr. Rudacell – The way that this would work is that there would actually be a dual-feed system.  We 

would tie into the front of this building to your master meter so you’d always stay on the Dominion 

system.  We would by-pass it to the extent that we could feed gas to this facility and so we would 

deliver to you 200 mcf/year free which in dollars, your current rate is about $7.50/unit.  That’s 

$1500/year free and then anything over and above that we would deliver to you at our wellhead rate.  

And our wellhead rate is significantly less than what you’re currently paying.  We would eliminate the 

transportation component which is about $1.50/unit that we would deliver as well as our current 

wellhead rate under our current contract is $5.25/mcf so there would be a spread there as well.  So if 

successful, we would save or reduce your natural gas heating bills here by, I would suspect, 

somewhere around 1/3. 

 

Director Gulich – Keep in mind if I’m not mistaken, Mr. Rudacell, the well cannot physically provide 

gas on a continuous basis.  Is that not correct?  In other words, we would need, obviously, pipes 

coming in from the other source still. 

 

Mr. Rudacell – Yes, you would always stay on what we call a dual-feed system. 

 

Director Gulich – So there’d never be a chance that we wouldn’t have a heated building? 

 

Mr. Rudacell – That’s correct. 
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Councilwoman Miller – I was going to ask where in this contract it states that they would remove the 

tanks and such in case it was dry and I just found it, #9, am I correct, Plugging and Abandonment? 

 

Mr. Rudacell – That would be the correct. 

 

Councilwoman Miller – Okay, so he would remove everything, restore everything back to the way it 

was?  Right? 

 

President Cervenik – They’d have a performance bond. 

 

Councilwoman Miller – Where in this contract does it talk about landscape?  I don’t believe it does. 

 

Director Gulich – In Mr. Rudacell’s proposal to Pat Murphy, I don’t know if that was included in your 

packet, it’s stated in there that it would be landscaped to our satisfaction. 

 

Councilwoman Miller – In this letter, you mean?   

 

Director Gulich – I believe it’s in there.   

 

Councilwoman Miller – Well, I think it must have been a verbal agreement because. 

 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail – In the letter, second paragraph. 

 

Councilwoman Miller – Oh, second paragraph, okay, can we amend, you know me, this and attach this 

letter to this contract? 

 

Acting Mayor Murphy – We will either attach the letter to the contract or we will write some language 

into this lease regarding landscaping. 

 

Councilwoman Miller – It’s very important and I don’t mean little 2’ shrubs or anything like that. 

 

Director Gulich – When Bass Energy submits those, Councilwoman Miller, I’ll be glad to circulate 

them.  I’ve seen what they’ve done up in Lyndhurst and they made it look nice. 

 

Councilwoman Miller – Good. 

 

Councilwoman Valencic – Director Murphy, the term of the lease is one year.  It says the lease shall be 

enforced for a term of two years and so much longer thereafter so we have to create another lease? 

 

Acting Mayor Murphy – No, I don’t believe so.  I believe this lease stays in effect until the well runs 

dry. 

 

Director Gulich – And again, we don’t know how long that’s going to be.  Mr. Rudacell, any 

comments on that?  The life span of the well? 

 

Mr. Rudacell – Once again, it depends upon the quality; but it also depends upon the price we receive 

for the product. 

 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail – I know we wouldn’t be considering this if there were risks, but I 

just wanted to make sure that have their been accidents at other sites?  And if there is, make sure that 

there’s no risk to surrounding residents, City Hall, people at the park. 

 

Mr. Rudacell – In terms of assessing risk, first of all, we as a condition of the lease will maintain the 

liability insurance, certainly, during the drilling operation as well as the life of the well, provide the 

City with a certificate of additional insurance.  And currently our insurance is $5 million.  And so that 

liability portion, but as far as our experience in other areas, no, we have not had anything approaching 

any type of an accident that would be harmful either the environment or a resident. 

 

Councilman Gruber – As a point of interest, there’s already two active gas wells in Euclid.  One’s at 

the Inland plant; the other one’s at the PMX plant.  There hasn’t been any incidents in those facilities. 

Councilman Flower s- The Chief will be involved with this when safety issues are addressed? 
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Chief Dworning – Mr. Chairman, Councilman Flowers, before I answer your question, I would first off 

like to thank Director Gulich for involving the Fire Department up front in this project, both from an 

informational standpoint as well as an educational standpoint.  We’ve looked at this proposal on paper 

as well as the Lyndhurst installations and reiterating what has been stated here, we find no pose of 

threat to the environment or to people.  Lyndhurst Fire Department in the four years that they’ve had 

operational gas wells reported to me that there were two incidents, one was over an odor which was of 

no consequence and the other incident was a pressure relief value which operated.  They were very 

pleased with the response from Mr. Rudacell and his company and they have no problems with these to 

date.  To the best of my knowledge, there’s 13 of them operational in Lyndhurst.  So, again, thank you 

Mr. Gulich for the Fire Department’s involvement in this. 

 

Councilwoman Miller – There was a resident who asked a question about EPA.  Do they have to be 

involved in this? 

 

Mr. Rudacell – No, in fact, the Environment Protective Agency came to the State, at that point, 

Division of Oil and Gas and conducted an audit and that was done I believe it was done in 1996.  They 

gave the State a clean bill of health and the State regulates the industry and the Environment Protective 

Agency is not involved in the Ohio oil and gas industry in terms of regulation. 

 

Councilwoman Miller moved to close debate, seconded by Councilman Flowers.  Yeas:  Unanimous 

 

Councilman Gruber moved to suspend the rules, seconded by Councilman Gallagher.  

Yeas:  Unanimous 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller, Valencic,  

                 Cervenik. 

Passed. 

 

  Ord. 120-2001 (442-01) Sale of Incinerator 

An emergency ordinance authorizing the Mayor of the City of Euclid, or his designee to negotiate a 

Purchase Agreement and to enter into that Agreement for the sale of six acres of municipal property at 

the site of the former Incinerator, located on Lakeland Boulevard (P.P. No. 648-16-001), and further 

described in Exhibit A to Calabrese Enterprises, Inc.  (Sponsored by Mayor Oyaski) 

 

Councilman Gruber moved for passage, seconded by Councilman Korosec. 

 

Director Gulich – In 1999 the Council gave the Administration authority to demolish the existing solid 

waste incinerator that had been on the site since the 1950s.  Currently, that site has been cleared.  

Currently, it is being used on a month-to-month lease for Nations Waste to park their garbage trucks 

there.  If you’ve gone by, you’ve seen their garbage trucks there.  For a time last year, they were 

temporarily operating the transfer station, that is no longer the case.  They are simply parking there on 

a month-to-month lease. 

 The City has had both Phase I and Phase II environmental study done.  We currently have what 

is called a Rule 13 on this site.  We can continue to operate it as it’s been operated traditionally.  If we 

decide to sell the site to Mr. Calabrese, who has been waiting here patiently, don’t know if we need to 

hear from him tonight; but let us acknowledge that he’s been here all evening.  We would have to 

present his concept to the EPA, the Rule 13 would require a similar use in the future for this site.  Once 

we would get a commitment from the EPA for this concept we could confidently move forward at that 

point.  Mr. Calabrese has already given us a proposal.  I don’t know if Council has had a chance to 

become familiar with this component.  There are a number of issues which still need to be addressed. 

 This legislation refers to 6 acres.  I don’t know if you’ve had a chance to look at the rendition 

that was given to you.  I tried to get it to you in as much time as possible.  Mr. Calabrese is proposing 

purchasing an additional 2 acres in the rear.  These are acres abutting the existing Norfolk & Southern 

railroad tracks and the Hall Chemical site on the county line to the east.  Mr. Calabrese proposes to do 

concrete recycling back there.  We would need to address in this proposal limitations that we would 

put on such an operation.  Again, in order to take this Rule 13 to the EPA and transfer it to Mr. 

Calabrese and his company, presently located in Eastlake, it would be a combined effort between the 

City and himself and would require some of our attorney’s expertise.  There would be some cost 

involved.  It won’t be an easy thing to do, but it’s doable and I ask for Council to support this 

legislation.  And if we need to hear from Mr. Calabrese if anyone’s got any questions. 

 

Councilman Gallagher – I took the opportunity to meet with Mr. Calabrese and Mr. Gulich and I 

wanted to point out a few things that were conveyed.  Mr. Calabrese currently employs upwards of 30 
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people, 25-30 people.  His annual payroll is about $500,000.  He also indicated that any crushing 

operations can be limited, I believe we discussed, a couple of weeks in the month of February so it 

shouldn’t be a major issue for any of our residents. 

 

Director Gulich – Other conversations we’ve had, Councilman, in regard to the recycling operation, of 

course, we would limit times, weather conditions.  We would have to make controls on dust.  I don’t 

believe noise would be a problem with the railroad tracks on one side and the freeway on the other.  I 

have a hard time believing that you could make anywhere near that much noise.  Obviously, we would 

control the recycling operation in a method that would avoid large piles sitting around for any length of 

time.  Maybe we would move toward crushing a couple of times a month, something like that. 

 

President Cervenik – Mr. Gulich, you said that there was still some issues to be decided with regard to 

the purchase agreement.  What are those issues? 

 

Director Gulich – Of course, with the recycling, Mr. Calabrese proposes to do a screening.  We’d have 

to address the components of that, make sure that the site would remain visibly attractive. 

 

President Cervenik – Any further negotiation on the price for the back lots?  It seems that $20,000, it 

seems considerably low.  

 

Director Gulich – That’s one of the points we need to address. 

 

President Cervenik – So the purpose of Council passing this, this evening with items like that still to be 

decided? 

 

Acting Mayor Murphy – The ordinance, the way it has been written, would authorize continued 

negotiations with Mr. Calabrese and then entering into an agreement.  In discussions with the Council 

President it was suggested that perhaps we should amend this ordinance slightly and allow us to 

continue to negotiate until we get a more firm and final agreement and then present that agreement 

back to Council when we’re in a better position to do so.  So, with your consent and motion and 

approval, we would amend this agreement to continue negotiations and .present a final agreement back 

to Council when that is achieved. 

 

Councilwoman Valencic moved to amend the ordinance, seconded by Councilwoman Miller. 

 

President Cervenik – Everybody understand the amendment? 

 

Councilman Flowers – Do you even need that vote can’t you just continue to go through negotiating 

and then once you get the final?  What do you say conceptually we kind of like what you’re doing 

here?  Because we’re going to approve the final packet, right? 

 

Acting Mayor Murphy – Yes, Mr. President, Councilman Flowers.  I think the way the ordinance has 

been written that’s in front of you that we would negotiate and then you are authorizing the 

Administration to enter into the agreement, basically, before you would see the final form.  I don’t 

think you want to do that at this point.  I think you want us to continue to negotiate, come to a happy 

agreement with Mr. Calabrese and then bring that agreement back to you with all of the questions that 

are still outstanding answered. 

 

Councilman Flowers – Yeah, I agree.  I want to see everything put together before. 

 

President Cervenik – Acting this evening, that way it shows good faith to Mr. Calabrese and at the 

same time we’ll have final say.  Okay, so there’s been a motioned by Councilwoman Valencic, 

seconded by Councilwoman Miller to amend. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller, Valencic, 

Cervenik. 

 

President Cervenik – Any other questions or comments on the amended ordinance? 

 

Councilman Gruber – Just a point that any proceeds from the sale would be directed to the Endowment 

Fund. 

Councilman Gruber moved to close debated, seconded by Councilwoman Valencic.   

Yeas:  Unanimous 
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Councilwoman McGarry moved to suspend the rules, seconded by Councilman Korosec.   

Yeas:  Unanimous 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller, Valencic,  

                 Cervenik. 

Passed. 

 

  Ord. (446-01) Eller Media/ Committee 

An emergency ordinance authorizing the Director of Public Service of the City of Euclid to enter into a 

rental agreement with Eller Media Company, to lease the City's property known as Permanent Parcel 

Number (648-85-001).(Sponsor Councilman Gallagher by request of the Service Director) 

 

Councilwoman McGarry moved for passage, seconded by Councilman Gallagher. 

 

Councilman Korosec – Due to the fact that this is going to be something that the City has not seen in 

quite a few years, we haven’t really had something like this being brought up in many years and  the 

life of the contract, the residents behind this, this is a big area, have not been notified of this fact so I 

would like to have a hearing and have this put into the City Growth have those residents afforded the 

opportunity to speak their mind as to what they feel necessary or whether they feel it’s a thing that they 

would not want. 

 

Councilman Korosec moved to have the ordinance moved to City Growth Committee; Councilman 

McGarry seconded.   

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller, Valencic, 

Cervenik. 

Ordinance moved to committee. 

 

  Ord. 121-2001 (428-01) WWT Plant Chemicals 

An ordinance authorizing the Director of Public Service of the City of Euclid to enter into contracts 

after advertising for bids for the purchase and delivery of the City's requirements of sulfur dioxide, 

sodium hypochlorite and aluminum sulfate for the Lake Shore Waste Water Treatment Plant; 

potassium permanganate, sodium chlorite/sodium nitrate solution and sodium hydroxide for the 

Lakeland Sludge Handling Facility; and polymers (2) for the Lakeland Facility and the Lake Shore 

Plant for the years 2002 and 2003.  (Sponsor Councilman Gruber by request of the Service Director) 

 

Councilman Gruber moved for passage; Councilman Flowers seconded. 

 

Director Gulich – Normally, we come before Council in the fall for authorization to go out for these 

chemicals.  I’ll just note that this would, again, be for two years, 2002 and 2003.  I’ve asked Bob Gall 

to make some comments tonight.  We also want to get going and purchase a new odor control chemical 

that we’ve done some testing on down at the Lakeland plant.  We feel that this chemical will work 

better and will actually have considerable savings to the City as well.  I’d like to ask Mr. Gall to make 

some comments on that.  And before he does I’ll embarrass him a little bit and tell everybody that Mr. 

Gall has won an award from the EPA this year for excellence in his field.  It’s a very prestigious 

award.  Only one person gets it per year and that’s Mr. Gall. 

 

Supt. Gall – The majority of the chemicals here are just the usual chemicals we go out for bid every 

year.  The one in particular is sodium chlorite/sodium nitrate solution is, we did have a limited trial.  

It’ll last for 2-3 weeks and had some very encouraging results.  We feel, as Hank says, it’s cheaper and 

more effective than the permanganate that we had been using.  So we’d like to go out for bid for this 

chemical as soon as possible and then put it through further test.  If it continues to work well, then we 

simply won’t go out for bid for permanganate in the fall when we go out for main chemicals. 

 

Councilman Flowers – Do you have an idea of the cost?  You said you’re going out for bid, do you 

have a ballpark figure on what you expect to spend on the chemical?  Is that part of your budget that’s 

been appropriated?   

 

Supt. Gall – Yes, it is part of the budget.  We do have every year we’re very close in the same ballpark 

of what we spend for all these chemicals.  There’s really no surprises.  The only thing different would 

be the new chemical.  We’re not exactly sure what we’re going to get for bid price.  The price we paid 

for the trial is a lot cheaper than what we would pay for the permanganate, a lot less.  We’re optimistic 

that it’ll be even better. 
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Director Gulich – I’ll just mention that the trial was something that was approved by Board of Controls 

and the initial signs were so good that we did some additional testing and the report Mr. Gall got back 

was very encouraging. 

 

Councilman Flowers moved to close debate, seconded by Councilwoman McGarry.  Yeas:  

Unanimous.  Councilman Gruber moved to suspend the rules, seconded by Councilman Korosec.  

Yeas:  Unanimous 

 

Roll Call:  Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller, Valencic, 

Cervenik. 

Ordinance passes. 

 

  Res. 122-2001 (434-01) Parks & Rec Month 

A resolution of intent declaring July “Parks & Recreation Month” throughout the City of Euclid.  

(Sponsored by Councilwoman McGarry by request of the Parks & Recreation Director) 

 

Motion for passage made by Councilwoman McGarry, seconded by Councilwoman Miller. 

 

Director DeMinico – We’ve got a couple of things in the Parks & Recreation Department.  First, I’d 

really like to thank Dorothy and Madeline for their support.  When we have open sessions of our 

Recreation Commission meetings monthly and they are religiously in attendance going over our 

financial reports, coming up with suggestions and it’s nice to know that they have input and concern 

about the department.   

 Councilwoman Miller is very used to hearing the report of the director every month and, 

occasionally, we get long winded.  I know that this meeting’s late and it’s long, but I cannot tell you 

how excited I am about the Parks & Recreation Department.  Besides the day-to-day activities in the 

month of July and without softball and sand volleyball; girls’ softball; boys’ tee ball, softball; 7 

outdoor pools; swimming lessons; golf lessons; tennis lessons; day camp; music and pottery; and 

drama that take place daily.  On July 4th we have one of the best celebrations in northeast Ohio; on the 

6th we have Tunes in the Park at Surveyor’s Park; on the 8th, 15th, 22nd, 29th, which is every Sunday at 

Sims Park we have a concert in the park.  On July 13th, the family campout, 13th, 20th, 27th at 

Roosevelt, Glenbrook, Indian Hills and Willo Pools, we have neighborhood swim meets when the 

neighborhood kids swim against each other.  On the 14th at Memorial Pool is the synchronized swim 

show, on the 15th we brought back Peewee Olympics and on the 28th and 29th Briardale Greens is 

holding their Golf Course Championship.   

 Day in, day out, 24 hours, 7 days a week, the Parks & Recreation Department is out there 

working for the residents of the community.  I’ve got a great staff; come out and enjoy all the benefits 

that our department offers.  Mr. President, thank you very much. 

 

President Cervenik – Any other comments? 

 

Councilwoman Valencic moved to close debate, seconded by Councilwoman McGarry.   

Yeas:  Unanimous 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller, Valencic, 

Cervenik. 

Resolution passes. 

 

CEREMONIAL RESOLUTION 

 

  Res. 100-2001 Retirement Policeman Hoffman 

A resolution of congratulations to Police Officer Tim Hoffman, Badge #35, upon his retirement from 

the Euclid Police Department after 28 years of distinguished City service.  (Sponsor Mayor Oyaski and 

the entire Council) 

  Res. 101-2001 Retirement Policeman Cowper 

A resolution of congratulations to Patrolman Gary Cowper, Badge #86, upon his retirement from the 

Euclid Police Department after 26 years of distinguished City service.  (Sponsor Mayor Oyaski and the 

entire Council) 

 

 

  Res. 102-2001 Retirement Policeman Jorz 
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A resolution of congratulations to Detective Raymond Jorz, Badge #66, upon his retirement from the 

Euclid Police Department after 27 years of distinguished City service.(Sponsor Mayor Oyaski and the 

entire Council) 

  Res. 103-2001 Retirement Policeman Hadyk 

A resolution of congratulations to Patrolman Steve Hadyk, Badge #69, upon his retirement from the 

Euclid Police Department after 27 years of distinguished City service.(Sponsor Mayor Oyaski and the 

entire Council) 

  Res. 104-2001 Wedding Anniv. Laurich 

A resolution of congratulations to Stan and Jennie Laurich who celebrated their 65th Wedding 

Anniversary on May 23, 2001. (Sponsored by Mayor Oyaski and the entire Council) 

 

  Res. 105-2001 Retirement Betty Colantonio 

A resolution honoring Betty Colantonio for her many years of dedicated service to the City of Euclid. 

(Sponsor Mayor Oyaski and entire Council) 

 

Councilwoman Miller moved for passage; Councilman Korosec seconded. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller, Valencic, 

Cervenik. 

 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE – PUBLIC PORTION 

Councilman Gruber moved to go into the Committee of the Whole.  Councilwoman Miller seconded.  

Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Mr. Lou Nagy – 1483 E. 250th St.  This is on the redistricting.  During the intermission, I saw one of 

the ordinances on this.  And it seemed like, I’m the president of Euclid Treadwell Neighborhood 

Assoc. and the duplexes off of Euclid Avenue is my area.  It seemed like according to the ordinance 

that the middle of 248th St., everybody on the west side is going to be in Ward IV and on the east side 

in Ward III, if I’ve read that correctly.  That’s what it seems like to me.  And the same thing with 

Fisher and E. 252nd St.  So Chris, if I read this right, welcome to my neighborhood.  I’m also the Ward 

3B Precinct Committee Man, and according to this, it seemed like there’s about 80% of my area is no 

longer in existence.  So I’m a little bit confused.  I’m as confused as Fay Miller is.   

I’m confused in a few other ways.  Because it seems like we’re authorizing someone to drill 

and take natural resources out of our land and give us 12-1/2 cents on the dollar back and then we’re 

going to buy that same resource at about as much as 1000% increase.  So I’m not sure which way is 

right and it’s kind of confusing.   

But I’m going to have 3 months in which to figure all of this out and maybe I’ll do that with my 

residents I’m going to give Mr. Murphy’s or somebody else’s telephone number when they start 

coming and asking me where am I at. 

All of you have a good summer.  Fay Miller, when your birthday comes up, you enjoy it 

immensely.  Thank you very much. 

 

President Cervenik – We’ll make sure that you receive the maps so that you can give them to the 

residents in your home owners association. 

 

Mr. Nagy – I’ll be there tomorrow to get that. 

 

President Cervenik – I don’t think the maps are quite ready yet. 

 

Acting Mayor Murphy – The maps won’t be.  Obviously, it was difficult for the audience to see the 

maps that we did have available tonight; however, if you come by the Law Department, you can look 

at those maps.  Mr. Harmon will be more than happy to explain how we came up with this resolution.  

As far as your precinct, again, the City does not establish precincts.  The Board of Elections does that.  

So we will be getting this information as far as where the new ward boundaries to the Board of 

Elections promptly and then it will be their duty to establish precincts and draw any new precinct 

boundaries that have to be drawn. 

 

Councilman Korosec – Only the area south of Euclid area was changed over from III to IV.  We went 

to Hillandale areas and nothing north of Euclid Avenue of Ward III went into Ward IV. 

 

Mr. Harmon – There’s this part here is what I think he’s referring to.  This is one of those areas where 

our line was drawn that didn’t coincide with the census line.  The census tract for that zone is this huge 

area here; that goes all the way up in here. It’s a very oddly angled census tract.  That’s why in order to 
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have our boundaries coincide it had to turn into somewhat of an oddly angled land parcel there that 

was moved over.  These maps will be in the Law Department if anyone wants to come and take a look 

at them. 

 

Mr. Joe Janosik – 26831 Farringdon.  I’m here to complain about your employees in the Housing 

Department, specifically Mr. Ron Petkovic and Eric Tollerup.  My situation began last August when 

we received a letter with some complaints of items that needed to be done apparently to the house.  At 

that point in time after receiving the letter, I called Mr. Petkovic to discuss it with him and I had not 

heard back.  I called Mayor Oyaski and I discussed the situation with him.  He personally went over to 

my house.  When Mr. Petkovic did call back, on the letter you get when you have a problem, it says if 

you need assistance, please call me.  That’s what I did.  We’re taxpayers; I’m paying taxes on the 

property there.  I’m entitled to talk to someone.  I’m entitled to get answers or justifications.  Am I 

not?  Right.  The only thing I got was on my answering machine which I re-recorded and sent in an 

audio tape to Mayor Oyaski which I still maintain and may consider sending over to the newspaper yet.  

It was a very derogatory and unfriendly recording of Mr. Petkovic.   

 From that point on Mr. Eric Tollerup was reassigned the situation and between Mr. Tollerup in 

that time back in August and with Mayor Oyaski after Tollerup and Oyaski went over to my house, 

they did not agree wit the complaints of Petkovic.  There were a few things that needed to be done and 

I agreed.  And I had no problem and I handled them and I took care of them.  Okay.  It’s the way a 

citizen is being treated by the people that are working for the City that I feel is very, very wrong. 

 The winter went by and then in April Mr. Tollerup comes over to my house, I was not there, 

and my son was there and he came up and says that you need to mow the lawn.  This was doing the 

rainy part and everything.  He said that he had full intentions of doing it.  Which it was done within the 

24, 48 hours.  I did have an expired license tag on my pickup truck.  That was replaced the next day.  

That’s not a problem there.  We thought we had everything handled there in April. 

 Then out of the clear, blue sky on June 4th is dated a letter, it was received about 3 days later 

with a notice addressed to appear on June 12th before the Prosecutor’s Office about complaints of the 

Euclid Housing Code Violations.  When I put a call into the Prosecutor’s Office, they said I needed to 

speak with Mr. Tollerup and which I did.  I got on the phone with him and I asked him what is this all 

about?  I thought we had everything straightened out and it was taken care of.  He said well, I’m 

reading a letter that I wrote to you last fall some time.  I said what letter is that?  He said well, I’m 

looking at it right now.  I said would you mind reading it to me because I never received it and that 

was at my home in Florida, by the way, too.  I said did you send it certified, return receipt mail?  He 

said no.  I said regardless of the fact, I never received your letter.  Now for you to just go ahead and 

send a threatening thing like this to us to appear in front of the Prosecutor is just totally out of the 

question.   

 At that point in time I contacted my attorney.  I do have an attorney on this case at this point in 

time.  His name is Stan Stine and he works out of downtown Cleveland.  I responded to Mr. Tollerup.  

I sent him a two-page letter, certified, return receipt mail.  I also sent a copy to Mayor Oyaski.  I’ll 

make it available to anybody that would like any of these documents. 

 On my phone conversation with my wife listening in from Florida, apparently Mr. Tollerup 

didn’t like my questioning him and he said he’s going to go back over to my house and make sure that 

he finds any other possible complaint he can to file against our house.  No matter how nitpicking it is, 

including putting a screw into the mail box to make sure it was securely fastened.  It’s right here; I’ve 

got the complaints right here.   

 One of them, the really, really disturbs me is #1.  Pursuant to section 1759.01, this dwelling has 

transferred ownership with a certificate of inspection being issued by the Housing Department.  You 

are required to undergo a full Point of Sale Inspection.  Please obtain the application from the Housing 

Department and complete it by the deadline.  Dwelling transferred on 7-6-1993 and 8-21-1998.  On 7-6 

of 1993 all that was a Quit Claim Deed from my father, who was in a nursing home from a stroke, 

signing over is portion of the house to my mother. 

 

President Cervenik – Mr. Janosik, you’re out of time. 

 

Mr. Janosik – Oh, of course, I’m sure you wouldn’t want to take up any more of the time there. 

 

President Cervenik – I would ask Law Director Murphy to look into this. 

 

Mr. Janosik – But I’ve got a lot more here and I’m just going to say as a citizen, okay, I’m not going to 

be badgered and treated poorly by the very people that my taxes pay their salaries for. 

President Cervenik – Thank you. 
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Ms. Debra Kines – 1503 Babbitt Rd.  I’ve been a resident of Euclid for 18 years.  I, actually, have 3 

things that I actually want to bring of concern.  One, is my husband and I had been in negotiations with 

a builder concerning some property and new construction at the northeast corner of 192nd street.  I 

know those plans were presented for review and approval of the construction.  I’m not sure of that 

process so I’m interested in finding out what that process is.  It was supposed to come before you 

today. 

 Secondly, one of the other concerns that we have is our concern in considering building over 

here at this property because of the northern most part of the street which I understand is privately 

owned.  The street is in need at the point where the street becomes privately owned in need of serious 

road repair.  That is of concern to us.  We’ve been going over there for the past five months looking to 

see if anything has improved.  That is of concern to us.   

 The third concern of mine is as we said we’ve been residents for 18 years and due to, of course, 

no surprise to everyone all the publicity that Euclid has been receiving of late coupled with concerns 

that have been brought before the Council tonight of some of the decisions that Euclid has been 

making are also of a concern to us.  When we’re considering going into contract for a home at the cost 

that those houses are running. 

 And the third, well I guess it probably be the fifth concern, is we have been living next to 

abandoned property for almost two years which is a half of duplex which was owned by a person who 

actually lost two half duplexes.  My husband and I have been attempting to maintain the property 

although it has been cut because of this particular property at 1499 Babbitt has been owned by HUD 

they do come and cut the grass; but that is all they do.  My husband I have been taking care of weeds 

and picking up trash and the like and have continued to go on over there.  And if the City is concerned 

about the upkeep of their property, they should also be concerned of the maintaining of that property 

both the front and the back.  And I would appreciate everyone’s consideration on these matters. 

 

President Cervenik – I think we passed a lots plan for 192nd Street, didn’t we, Director Koran? 

 

Director Koran – Yes, Mr. Chairman.  This is the Bill Joyce’s proposed subdivision at 192nd and Lake 

Shore Blvd., I believe, and that was approved by Planning & Zoning Commission and City Council. 

 

President Cervenik – As far as the private drive goes what little control we have over that, Director 

Gulich? 

 

Director Gulich – Councilman Holzheimer Gail and myself had some meetings with the residents 

down there just in the past year or so and the area referred to, of course, is a private drive.  The City 

has gone in there from time to time and done temporary patching to make it a little more traversal.  I 

don’t know if Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail’s had any further conversations with those residents 

recently; but right now, nothing’s moving as far as I know. 

 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail – Yeah, I don’t think anything’s been moving.  The last year they 

were very close, they had enough residents, they thought, we came in and got HIP approval.  Made that 

part of the process so that they could get some reimbursement because it would be an investment in 

their property and when it came down to signing, several people changed their minds.  They didn’t 

want to spend the money to improve the road.  It’s up to the residents of the street because it is a 

private drive and I have not heard that they’ve moved passed that point. 

 

President Cervenik – And if Mr. Petkovic would take a look at that house at 1499 Babbitt.  

 

Mr. Daryl Langman – 298 E. 257.  Back to item 12, which on the surface sounds like a sensible course 

of action.  You do want to have some control over what happens on the lakefront.  However,  Director 

Koran’s comments raises additional questions.  Such as:  Are we going to use eminent domain to 

obtain the other three parcels? 

 Using public funds to obtain this particular parcel makes sense.  Mrs. Scheiner wants to move, 

we need to take advantage of it.  But there is still a legitimate developer that owns one of the parcels 

that is interested in making a multi-million dollar investment.  Private money to do something with the 

other three parcels and the parcels we obtained this evening.  It is in my opinion that talking about 

eminent domain when we have not, to my knowledge, investigated Mr. Gudenas’ proposals fully is the 

absolutely wrong way to go.  We need to be leveraging private dollars at that parcel for a very 

important reason.  Those parcels sit in the Tax Increment Financing Zone.  That revenue, and if Mr. 

Gudenas comes through with the level of investment that he has indicated, would generate upwards of 

$190,000 per year once built, towards the construction of the breakwall.  That’s money we can’t just 

simply pass by in favor of eminent domain for a boat ramp or a public park.  We can have access, on 
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those parcels and at the Americana, while at the same time maximizing the revenue potential with a 

really high quality development.   

 That’s all I have to say for tonight.  Hope you all have a very nice summer. 

 

Mr. Ed Gudenas – You all know where I live.  First of all, congratulations to Councilmen Flowers, 

Gruber and Korosec for asking some interesting questions because I don’t think anybody in this room 

knows that now the City of Euclid is in the gas business, because you just bought your first gas well.  

That property has a working gas well that you now own.  I’m sure you’ll have some good plans for that 

gas well. 

 The other thing I want to address is at the beginning of the meeting, I made a very specific 

question.  I said specifically, how do I proceed to work with the City of Euclid on developing this 

property, my property and the other properties with the City of Euclid.  What would the procedure be, 

was the question I asked three hours ago and I didn’t receive an answer at the meeting. However, by 

coincidence, I was standing in the hallway and Kory Koran walked by and I said, Kory, you didn’t 

answer the question.  What question.  How do I work with the City of Euclid to get things going after 

12 years of me being here, presenting this concept, originating the concept, coming up with GSI 

architects, that is now the savior, that came from me.  Coming up with the Danter company, coming up 

with the TIF financing concept, coming up with the entire framework of converting to condos.  The 

answer from Kory Koran, how do I work with the City of Euclid,  I don’t know, and he walks away. 

 You must understand, if you think that something is going on, and I don’t think the City is 

being sincere about your plans here.  You must understand why I would think that, when the answer 

from the Development Director after 12 years is, I don’t know how we can work with you.  After I’ve 

made it very specific about the plans and basically you are taking all the plans that I have worked for 

12 years, and creating them as your own.  

Councilman Gallagher, just in 1998, I believe, we had everyone here on these specific plans, 

we said we need a financial consultant here, Cuni and Panici for instance, to put a financial analysis 

together and we were told we don’t even have $10,000, it’s to big, we can’t spend anything.  We are 

not going to spend a dime until a developer shows up.  We don’t have anything in the budget.  That 

was 3 years ago, 2 years ago, one year ago.  I could probably come up with something even 4-5 

months ago.  But now I hear it is breathtaking the hypocrisy, I hate to tell you, breathtaking, that 

money is no object now.  Think big.  We’ll spend $145,000, $20,000 and GSI is going to want 

$150,000, that’s what he told me.  You started at $12,000.  He told me $100,000-$150,000 is what he 

is going to want.  Now money is no object to do whatever. The hypocrisy is breathtaking, I hate to say. 

I’m going to make a prediction.  Here’s what’s going to happen.  Sometime right around 

September, GSI is going to come up with this grandiose plan.  It will be beautiful.  He will beautiful 

renderings, beautiful pictures, everyone is going to love it.  It is going to cost double, my stuff will 

look like chicken money, whatever, compared to what he is going to come up with.  Maybe $100 

million, he’s going to be tearing down the Americanas, he’s going to have breakwalls all over the 

place.  It will be fantastic.  Everyone of you here, from Council President Cervenik, to Kory Koran, to 

everyone here, will say great, we are going to work now to implement this plan.  To get you through 

the elections, basically.  You are not going to vote to implement anything between now and November.  

You are going to say we need to study this further. GSI is going to say they need another $20,000, 

$50,000 whatever.  You are going to approve it to get through the November elections.  That we have 

this beautiful plan, we have to proceed planning and studying it further, so you can all get through the 

November elections.  Then sometime next year, the real figures are going to come through, you are 

going to try to get $50 million from the State of Ohio, or so many millions from the federal 

government, you are not going to get it.  They’ll say we’ll give you a million dollars for a boat 

launching ramp and basically my prediction is we are going to end up with a boat launching ramp and 

a park.  You are going to come up with these fantastic plans that are not feasible to be done.  You are 

all going to support them to get through the election.  As a Ward 2 Councilman from 1989 to 1995, I 

can tell you there has never been even one person that wants a park there.  Never has anyone in Euclid, 

I bet there’s not one person ever at this council chamber that’s came to the city and say, why don’t you 

tear these houses down and put in a park.  Putting in a park next to those two high rises would be the 

death to that neighborhood.  It’s already, I can vouch from my own experience, not well kept.  If you 

put a public park next to there, it will be the death to that neighborhood completely. That’s the 

direction you are going in.  There’s no demand for it.  There’s no demand for public access there.  

There’s never been one citizen that says we want public access next to those two high rises.  The only 

demand we have had since the beginning, is to convert the Americanas to condominiums, put in a nice 

waterfront restaurant, so we can preserve and improve our neighborhood. Boat launching ramps, parks, 

have not been it.  Now you are in a development business.  I’ll make the offer again.  I want to work 

with the City to develop this property and I hope we can work together.  Thank you. 
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Director Koran – The brief presentation I made I think is what Council is asking the administration to 

do.  That is when the GSI report is completed and Council has reviewed it and approved it, we have a 

vision that we all agree with.  That we will work to obtain a developer with money, to implement the 

plan.  If that developer is Ed Gudenas, or Joe Gudenas, or Joe Smith, I don’t think anyone in this room 

really cares.  What we need is a developer with money, who is going to implement the vision.  That is 

the response to Mr. Gudenas’ question, how is he going to get involved.  He can get involved when we 

go through the process of trying to obtain a developer to invest in this property and build a marina. 

 If he is indeed a developer, why didn’t Mr. Gudenas purchase this property either years ago 

back in 1988, 1989 or 1990?  Or, two months ago when this woman’s lawyer contacted him?   

  

Mr. Berzinskas – 20890 South Lake Shore Blvd.  Revisiting the 205 project.  Look, set yourself up 

some parameters of how you are going to look at properties, what you need to look at in the way of 

hazardous waste; has there been a dump there.  You’ve got to look at that.   

 You’ve got to come up with some parameters that will say, this will make us buy the property 

or not buy the property.  Or, for us, save us some money by buying it at a lower price.  Because this is 

what we had a problem with there.  You’ve got to set parameters.  You wouldn’t go into a deal with a 

car like that, blind.  Why do you spend our money that way? 

 You’ve got to come up with some concrete plans.  Why don’t you work this summer and come 

up with some concrete plans on how you will go about buying property if that’s what you’ve been 

doing.  You need to do that for the justification for our citizens.   

 Superintendent of the Treatment Plant Gall.  A few months ago you said the EPA was going to 

have us come up with standards for mercury.  When is that going to be implemented do you think?  

What’s it going to cost us?  I know we have a lot of savings we talked about, but what is it going to 

cost us for that?  Are those savings going to go out the window because it is going to cost us more? 

 

President Cervenik – Mr. Berzinskas, do you have any more questions for Mr. Gall? 

 

Mr. Berzinskas – No that would be all.  The other thing is that one week ago a friend of mine went out 

for a motorcycle ride with his wife.  She was wearing a helmet, he wasn’t.  He lost his wife.  It takes a 

split second to make a decision when you are on the road.  You’ve got to be aware that motorcycles 

take a lot longer to stop than a car.  We have to think when we are on the road.  Please, this summer, 

there’s going to be a lot of motorcycles on the road.  You don’t want to lose a friend or someone close.  

Let’s all drive defensively and think about the other person.  Motorcycles need more room to stop, 

don’t cut them off.  Thank you. 

 

Supt. Gall – July 1st, on our permit, we are required to report to the EPA our intent of what we are 

going to do to try to control mercury discharges in our effluent of the treatment plant.  Currently they 

have some horribly restrictive numbers.  They’ve realized they are unobtainable with today’s 

technology. What we are working with is a program by which we are going to try to control mercury, 

not only from commercial and industrial section, but from residential as well.  We are submitting a 

program that is being finalized now and with by in EPA’s hands by July 1.  We are trying to make it as 

painless as possible. We are looking at programs where we talk about recycling thermometers or 

mercury free thermometers, things of that nature.  Things that really should not cost the City of Euclid 

a lot of money.  That’s our initial thrust.  We are hoping the EPA will accept our program.  If they 

don’t, they’ll come back to us and tell us what they expect us to do next.  We are optimistic they will 

go along with what we are proposing. 

 

Mr. Harvey Mlachak – 23831 Lake Shore Blvd.  Just a couple of comments that I think are very fitting 

to the Council Meeting we had tonight.  I’m going to quote from Sam Levinson’s book,  you don’t 

have to be in who’s who to know what’s what. 

 I said this one here before and it kind of affirms a lot of things.  It says an honest politician is 

one who when he is bought will stay bought.  A great statesman is a truest handiwork of the Lord, but 

most politicians are machine made.  Columbus was wrong, the world is crooked.  Every new 

administration promises to eliminate financial wastefulness, how true for tonight, no matter what the 

cost.   

 I don’t know how many of you people read in the parade section of the supplement of the Plain 

Dealer yesterday on our treatment of our POW’s by the Japs.  This confirms in that article, what our 

government had done to them and the trades that they made confirms my opinions.  It says, discontent 

with this government however may have nothing to do with the man’s patriotism.  This is what that 

article affirms my opinion.  I love my country.  It is the government I can’t stand.  Or to put it more 

strongly, I hate my government, because I love my country.  Thank you. 
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President Cervenik – Before we move to rise and report, Director Koran, do you have any comment on 

the housing questions from Mr. Janosik’s, his complaints about the department.  Do you want to 

address those now?  I didn’t give you an opportunity. 

 

Director Koran – That’s okay.  How about I’ll look into it and I’ll deal with Mr. Janosik directly. 

 

President Cervenik – That sounds good. 

 

Councilman Gruber moved to rise and report.  Councilman Korosec seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

COUNCILMEN’S COMMENTS 

 

Councilman Flowers – Have we addressed the odor they had coming off by Lloyd Road and the 

freeway?  I know it is not us, Wickliffe or whatever.   

 

Director Gulich – Two members of the Health Department were in my office last Tuesday and they 

feel they have that situation under control.  They feel Kurtz Brothers were bringing to much material in 

there and not treating it properly.  As you are aware, about a month ago there was a fire there.  Since 

then they have been keeping on-top of the situation and have implemented some odor control 

programs.  They are required to spray an odor controlling agent across the whole facility.  If there’s 

any concerns in the neighborhood with any odor, please don’t hesitate to call us.  We do want to pass 

them along to the Health Department, but they feel they have the situation under control. 

 

Councilman Flowers – I just drove by there last week, probably Friday or Saturday and it was pretty 

bad still. 

 

Director Gulich – We are encouraging people if they notice the odor to please call us.  We can let the 

Health Department know because there are people who are in charge of keeping on-top of Kurtz in this 

respect, which of course is operating under a license with the City of Wickliffe. 

 

Councilman Gallagher-  I would like to correct a couple of miss-statements that were also made.  My 

position from day one is that we were spending to much money on studies.  Mr. Sandvick who is Mr. 

Gudenas’ hand-picked architect, even acknowledged that.  The Americanas will never be converted 

unless and until there is a marina built.  It has been my position all along that we are wasting money on 

studies.  What we need to do is put ourselves in a position to obtain the financing to construct a 

breakwall.  With a public ownership of at least one of the lakefront parcels, we have now put ourselves 

in a better position to obtain the assistance from the State of Ohio.  

 As far as the hypocrisy of it, for years now we’ve been criticized for not grasping the concept 

of lakefront development.  However, when we finally take a firm, concrete step forward, we are 

criticized for it.  That is the hypocrisy of all this. 

 

Councilman Gruber – I also wanted to thank Bob DeMinico for how nice Euclid Avenue is looking, 

the flower baskets, the planters, etc.  I would like to welcome the new residents of Ward 4, each and 

everyone of you, wherever you maybe, whichever side of the street you are on.   

 Director Gulich, the name change on Tungsten to Rockwell, that’s coming shortly, correct? 

 

Director Gulich – July 2. 

 

Councilman Gruber – I had a couple of calls on that.  Happy Birthday to Ward 4 resident Madeline 

Scarniench.  Even though we are on break, your council representative is still on the job.  So if you 

need anything, please feel free to give us a call.  Thank you. 

 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail – My summer office hours will be at the Memorial Interactive 

Playground pool, so if anyone wants to find me, that’s probably where I’ll be.  Pools are looking great.  

I’ve had an opportunity to be there several times, and playgrounds as well.   

 I just wanted to thank, there was quite a few Euclid residents who helped out with the clean-up 

effort on 185 Street this past Saturday.  That was put together by Mark McGraw of Mark’s Time Out 

Grill and 185 Street Merchant Association.  Home Depot donated mulch. Boy Scouts came.  Students 

from Euclid High School and VASJ.  Euclid’s Gary DeWine and Jim Sonnhaulter were there helping 

out.  It was a good effort.  They really did a good job of sprucing up 185th.  I wish everyone a healthy 

and safe summer.  Thank you. 
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Councilman Korosec – I would like to see if the administration could do something about the trees that 

are planted on 200th and 222nd.  I’ve received several complaints about the weeds growing in the square 

areas.  200th Street project, as well as, some of the trees that are already planted on 222.  I want to wish 

everyone a happy and safe summer.  Not farewell to all the thousand or so residents that ward 3 has 

lost.  Feel free still to give me a call. 

 

Director DeMinico – The weeds on 200 Street planters are in the City of Cleveland.  They had a 

turnover of their Forester and somewhere they dropped the ball on the planting of the trees from the 

Cleveland-side, close to Geppetto’s heading south.  All of those beds that have no trees are in the City 

of Cleveland.  The ones on 222 Street as Hank eluded to earlier, the 222 Street waterline is coming.  

Those are going to be ripped out.  Those boxes will be taken care of at that time.   

 

Councilwoman McGarry – From my own observation and the comments from many constituents, the 

beautification efforts in the entire City have never been as prolific as they are this year.  Really pleased 

with all of that. 

 In addition to the city’s efforts, many private businesses and residents, the Carter Family has 

proposed to work with the Administration, myself and their landscape developer on a completely new 

look from CVS to Payless around the complete perimeter of their property at Shore Center.  An 

entirely new landscaping plan, as well as new light fixtures, meaning the removal of the globes and the 

repair and renovation of the parking lot.  We look forward to that work over the summer. Hope 

everyone enjoys themselves.  Thanks for a wonderful year. 

 

Councilwoman Miller – Have a wonderful summer. 

 

Councilwoman Valencic – Director Gulich, any update on Nations Waste?   

 

Director Gulich – I’m going to have a meeting with Dennis from Nations Waste tomorrow.  If he 

passes any information along one way or another, I’ll be glad to pass along the comments. 

 

Councilwoman Valencic – Have a safe summer.  Enjoy the outside with your families. 

 

President Cervenik – I know Director Koran didn’t want to defer to Mr. Janosik, but some things were 

said about our Housing Department and certain individuals.  The twelve years I’ve been on Council, I 

found these individuals to be very hardworking, very energetic and very thorough in their inspection 

process and follow through work.  There maybe sometimes when a homeowner or a landlord does not 

agree with their findings and citations they have, but I think all in all, our properties over the last few 

years, both rental and single family homes, have never looked better.  I think it’s the work of your 

department and the gentlemen in the inspection department.  I just wanted to make sure that was said. 

 

Councilman Gruber – I’ll second that. 

 

Councilwoman Miller – I’ll second that too. 

 

Councilwoman McGarry – I’ll third it. 

 

Councilwoman Miller – In fact, I can even make a comment that they are absolutely fair about 

everything because if you are cited, you are cited.  I’ve been cited.  Mine is in the process of getting 

fixed. 

 

President Cervenik – I believe we have accomplished a lot this evening.  We have gotten a lot 

accomplished over the last few months.  It is a shame some of these items couldn’t have been on some 

of the little thinner agendas, but that’s the way it works.  We made some big steps tonight and we will 

continue.  I wish you all a happy summer.  I won’t guarantee we will not have a meeting until 

September 4th. I’ve got a funny feeling we will have at least one this summer to take care of some 

housekeeping orders.  We’ll try to organize everyone’s schedules around that meeting.  If you would 

let Regina know when you are going to be out of town, that may help us to schedule one, if its needed.  

Other than that, have a safe and happy summer. 

 

Chief Maine – I just want to remind everyone that tomorrow is the Special Olympics Torch Run.  

We’ll be have a 9 mile leg going through the City of Euclid along Euclid Avenue and up Babbitt and 

around Shore Center will be joined by our Council President there with the special Olympians.  I 

would especially like to recognize Officer Jim Savage, who has put a yeoman’s amount of effort into 

this whole thing. He has been recognized but probably not enough. We are still taking donations from 
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anybody who would like to donate and we’ll take them a couple of weeks after we actually do the run.  

It is supposed to by 90 degrees tomorrow with 90% humidity.  If anybody feels like giving us some 

water, we’d be glad to take it.   

 

Councilman Gruber moved to adjourn the Council Meeting.  Councilman Korosec seconded.  

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

Meeting adjourned. 

 

Councilwoman McGarry moved to recess for summer.  Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail seconded. 

 Roll Call:  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

 

Attest: 
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