
COUNCIL MINUTES 

September 17, 2001 

 

The regular City Council meeting was held on Monday, September 17, 2001 at 7 PM in the Euclid City 

Hall Council Chamber, President Cervenik presided. 

 

Members Present: Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller, 

   Valencic, Cervenik 

All Present. 

 

Others Present: Mayor Oyaski, Administrative Director Johnson, CS&ED Koran, Finance 

Director Balazs, Law Director Murphy, Parks & Recreation Director DeMinico, 

Service Director Gulich, Chief Maine, Ex. Officer Repicky, Building 

Commissioner, Apanasewicz, Zoning Commissioner Hayes, Assist. Service 

Director Driscoll, Housing Manager Tolerup, Senior Programs Manager 

Margaret Hastert-Wolf, Clerk of Council Cahill 

 

 

President Cervenik – If everyone would please remain standing.  Two weeks ago we opened this 

meeting with a moment of silence for three dear friends of ours that contributed greatly to the City of 

Euclid.  Tonight we’re here to honor 5,000 dead in New York and in Washington in the events that 

happened on September 11th, last Tuesday.  We didn’t know any of these people personally, but they 

were Americans.  They were innocent people; they went to work just like we did that day and many of 

them didn’t come home.  So it was a terrible tragedy that we’ve all experienced and we put together a 

slight ceremony tonight and would like to have at the moment, a moment of silence, please.   

 Now if you would join Mr. Paul Yonchar and sing the National Anthem.  Now, we will be led 

in a prayer by Fr. John McNulty, Pastor of Holy Cross Church. 

 

Fr. McNulty – Please bow your heads in prayer.  Oh God, our Creator, You are the bearer of mercy 

and forgiveness.  We stand before you this night in pain, in fear and in grief.  We know that You desire 

the good for all which is why we are stunned by the acts of terrorism last week.  We cry out to You in 

our need.  In our fear and doubt, we turn to You, oh God, and ask for Your presence.  Welcome those 

who were killed into Your loving embrace.  Give them eternal peace.  Comfort the families of those 

who lost loved ones.  Give them strength.  Be with those who suffered pain; heal them.  Guide those 

who care for the injured; be their strength.  Be with those who are assisting with the rescue effort; 

strengthen them in their time.  Lead our country through the grief.  Comfort us all.  Give wisdom to 

our leaders that they may walk in justice and in truth.  Bring justice to those responsible for this terror 

and help us to work for true justice and peace.  In most loving God, we pray that You do not abandon 

Your people in their time of need.  We pray this in Your name.  Amen. 

 

President Cervenik – And now we will end the ceremony with Paul Yanchar leading us in “America 

the Beautiful.”  Thank you very much.  Please be seated and call the roll. 

 

COMMUNICATIONS 

Council has received the following communications: 

A memo from CS&ED Director Koran regarding the Euclid Needs Business calls. 

A letter from President Cervenik to Mr. Mlachak. 

A summary of legislation on tonight’s agenda by Law Director Murphy. 

Council Minutes 

Councilwoman Miller moved to receive and approve the Council Minutes of September 4, 2001.  

Councilwoman Valencic seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous 

Administration Reports & Communications 

Mayor Oyaski – Since our last meeting 5,000 fellow citizens have been assassinated in New York and 

Washington and in Pennsylvania.  Our City is deeply saddened by these events.  We are doing a 

number of things that I think to try to bring the community together.  The greatest being the efforts by 

Local 337 of the Euclid Firefighters led by Mr. Greg Stock, who’s here tonight.  Over the weekend 

Fire Chief Dworning has reported to me that Euclid residents have generously given more than 

$50,000 to Local 337 in their efforts to raise money to assist the families of the deceased New York 

Firefighters.  They were here again this evening.  The Chief is downtown at the memorial Mass at St. 

John’s Cathedral, but I did want to publicly acknowledge and thank the members of Firefighters Local 

337 for their efforts to date and for their continuing efforts.  So please join me in saluting them with a 

round of applause. 

 Mr. Chairman, I have also spoken to both the Police Chief and the Fire Chief  about the 

possibility of sending personnel from both the Euclid Fire Department and the Euclid Police 

Department to assist in the relief and recovery efforts in New York City.  
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Mayor Oyaski - Both chiefs are interested in developing a program that, while continuing to maintain 

high services for the people of Euclid, will permit some relief groups to go to New York City in the 

monumental effort to recover our 5,000 fellow citizens.  Mr. Chairman, to do so we would require the 

support of the City Council in the way of budgetary change to permit us to do.  Mr. Chairman, I’m 

asking you tonight if you would consider working with the administration, the police chief and the fire 

chief in setting aside funds so that we can send in a coordinated fashion, subject to an invitation, our 

personnel to assist our fellow residents in the City of New York. 

 

President Cervenik – If Council has no objection, I might suggest that we would probably increase the 

overtime in each of those two departments by, would $10,000 suffice for the moment? 

 

Mayor Oyaski – Yes. 

 

President Cervenik – And that would only be used if, in fact, there is a coordinated effort as the Mayor 

just said.  If there is no objection, we can have that amendment made when the Finance Director 

proposes the next budget amendments.  Okay, very good. 

 

Mayor Oyaski – Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  We have also, I think it’s important to note, the flag next 

to the library by the Veterans Monument is never ever lowered.  And in recent memory, I think, the 

last time it was lowered it was for the assassination of President John F. Kennedy.  And I want to thank 

the Joint Veterans Council for lowering the flag because of the unprecedented tragedy last week that 

created by 5,000 martyrs to freedom.   

 We also put flags up on our street although I don’t think that goes far enough in honoring the 

victims of last week’s tragedy.  We are continuing to review various possibilities, but in the meantime 

I do want Mr. DeMinico to report to you on a related effort which occurred last Saturday. 

 

Director DeMinico – In light of everything that had transpired over the past week, it just shows the 

faith and the enthusiasm when it comes to community involvement.  We had been planning the 

construction of the volunteer playground at E. 228th Street for over 2 months.  And while we had about 

35, maybe 40, pre-registered that we knew were going to be coming, we had close to 70 people come 

out on Saturday and take place.  Whether they grabbed a leaf rake and pushed wood chips around or 

Council President was digging holes and lifting bags of concrete, painting the fence.  Councilman 

Gruber was instrumental in putting this event together.  It was really a great sight and while started at 7 

am and finished about 8:15 pm; we’re about 95% complete.  Our crews were there working today.  

We’re going to have a great ribbon cutting ceremony on the 29th of this month at 11 am.  I believe that 

Council should have received information already from Miss Skovira and it’s just a big thank you from 

the Parks & Recreation Department.   

 PPG, Home Depot, Rick Case Honda, the Blade & Edge Club all contributed financial 

assistance.  McDonald’s, Rascal House, the Corner Café they contributed with donating food, coffee, 

donuts, what have you to keep everybody happy throughout the day.  Chief Maine was there and he 

was our last volunteer with us, pushing those piles of concrete around, Chief, thank you so much.  It 

was really a great event for the Parks & Recreation Department.   

To the other Council members that were there, thank you so much for coming.  It’s the second 

time we’ve done it.  I can tell you we’re probably a couple of years away from the next one.  It is a lot 

of work, but we will do it again and we’ll do it with a lot of enthusiasm. 

We have one more special event coming up before the month of October.  That’s next 

weekend, our annual Fishing Derby.  We took a year off last year.  This is going to be our 4th year of 

conducting the fishing derby, Saturday and Sunday at Memorial Pool.  You can call our office at 289-

8114 to register for information.   

 

Mayor Oyaski – Thank you, Mr. DeMinico, thank everyone for participating in that community event 

there to rebuild the playground and the diamond there on 228th Street.   

We are also encouraging all able bodied Euclid residents to give blood at the Shore Cultural 

Center in the basement at the Red Cross from 1-7 PM every Thursday afternoon.  There was standing 

room only there last week.  And I think there will continue to be a need for some time so if at all 

possible please donate blood to the Red Cross in Euclid or somewhere else.  

This time I’d like to ask Director Koran for his remarks. 

 

Director Koran – September 7th and 8th, about 10 days ago, the City of Euclid conducted its first Job 

Fair.  You may recall Jim Sonnhalter was at the last Council meeting notifying the residents and 

yourselves of the upcoming Job Fair.  We are pleased to say it was a huge success.  I think it went well 

over the attendance that anyone could have projected.   
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Director Koran - This started about 18 months ago maybe 2 years ago with members of ISAC, 

specifically Kathy Benda, and the Economic Development Task Force of ISAC spent about 18 months 

studying economic development efforts in the community.  And one of their recommendations was 

that the City should host a Job Fair which we did do.   

A special thanks to ISAC as I mentioned, the Chamber of Commerce, Euclid Schools, the 

Library, Barb Comiskey put this fair together.  The WE team which was created by the Mayor of City 

employees without additional cost included Pat Graham, our Human Resource Manager, Jim 

Sonnhalter of my department, and Margaret Hastert, who is here tonight as well as Rebecca McFarland 

from the Library and others planned this event.  It was outstanding.  There were over 770 people that 

came on these two days, Friday and Saturday.   

I hope some of you had an opportunity to stop by.  It was a huge success.  Over 25 companies 

had booths.  I personally went over there a couple of times.   I went about 3:00 on Friday as the high 

school let out and you could see the high school kids filling out job applications for Tops.  They were 

hiring over 150 people.  So basically, people were being offered jobs on the spot and I think that’s a 

beautiful thing and well worth everyone’s efforts.  And thank you to all the people that worked on it. 

The second thing in front of you I just passed out the final Lakefront Master Plan which I just 

received at 6:10 from GSI.  I was supposed to received 50 copies.  I passed out every copy that we 

have, some of the residents, some of the members of the public received copies.  I promised they 

would be passed out tonight.  All Council members and Administration just received a copy.  Next 

Wednesday, September 26th, at 7 PM in these Council Chambers, GSI, the firm that prepared this 

report, will be making a presentation to yourselves, to the residents, to anyone interested to discuss this 

plan they will be making a presentation and answering any questions that anyone may have.  So I 

encourage all of you to attend September 26th at 7 PM. 

 

Mayor Oyaski – I do want to commend ISAC for providing the initiative for that Job Fair.  It did 

exceed our expectations and I think we had more than 2 dozen companies there also looking for new 

hires and it was a very successful two days at the Euclid Public Library. 

 Now Mr. Chairman, Mr. Gulich has a couple of reports. 

 

Director Gulich – Way back in 1989 the City of Euclid applied for Federal grants for our 

reconstruction of traffic signals on our three state routes in the City of Euclid.  These grants totaled 

upwards of $2.9 million.  Back in 1991 Council passed the legislation allowing this to be the first LPA 

job.  The City of Euclid has been able to be active in the administration of this contract with the help of 

Traff-Pro, our consultants.  I’m happy we’re a mere few weeks away from actually seeing this project 

come to fruition.  This week our traffic people are being schooled.  We’re learning the system.  A 

computer has been installed here in the City hereby we’ll be able to control this system from a 

centrally located area.  This traffic responsive system will monitor, adjust and allow for efficient main 

street progression of vehicles.  And we can do special sporting event applications.  As you are all 

aware, we’ve been able to do away with the span wires, replace them with mast arms.  These new 

lights have much improved visibility.  We’re able to do much more with the computer-aided system.  

The whole purpose of this project is, believe it or not, to conserve fuel, minimum air pollution and it’s 

also safety related.  By grouping the traffic, it’ll be a much safer system.  We hope to see a lot less 

accidents.  The grouping of the vehicles should allow for a much greater ease of progression on all of 

our state routes.  I’m glad to say this last two years of work is close to coming to fruition. 

 My other note for tonight is Fall is coming.  After this week summer will be over.  Our regular 

leaf pickup will be starting on Monday, the week of September 24th.  Our sweepers have been out in 

areas where we know the leaves are coming down extra early.  We’ll have our regular pickups.  Signs 

will not be posted.  I’ll ask Jack to make sure everyone is notified on Channel 23 and we hope to 

conclude our pickup just before Thanksgiving on Friday, November 16th. 

 

Mayor Oyaski, Police Chief David Maine and Ex. Officer Repicky  presented Res. 146-2001 to 

congratulate Lt. Ron Stih upon his retirement. 

 

Reports & Committee Minutes 

Councilwoman Miller moved to receive and approve the Board of Health Report Jan.-June, 2001; 

Board of Control August 27 & September 4, 2001 and also the Council Minutes of September 4, 2001 

and KM Quality Management report regarding Shore.  Councilman Korosec seconded.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

Councilwoman Miller moved to go into the Committee of the Whole for Legislative Matters Only. 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail seconded.  Items 2 and 8 will be pulled.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 
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Dorothy Fike, 20271 Delaware – I have a question or comment on #3 on the charge a rate of not more 

than $2.00/gallon for gasoline.  I’d like to know the legal basis for that because if there’s a higher 

charge for the service station than that, how can we say you can’t charge more than $2.00 when you 

don’t know what they might have to be paying for their supplies and I think, in my opinion, it’s really 

kind against the law to limit trade that way. 

 I’d like to know #4 the permanent easement between Shore Center Plaza and Jameson.  I’d like 

to know more about that one.   

 And I’d like to speak again on #12.  I hope you pass that resolution about Euclid Creek Day.  I 

spoke on it two weeks ago.  There’s plans progressing.  Those that did get the resolution because 

Wildwood is a State Park; the State Naturalist will be there in the morning giving nature walks.  

There’ll be a little fishing demonstration in the afternoon.  There’ll be storytelling and then all along 

the creek, mainly Welsh Woods, but there’ll be music and nature walks and all kinds of activities and 

it’s from 10-3 on Saturday, September 29th.  And we hope for a good turn out and it should be a great 

day to honor Euclid Creek that goes through Euclid and is so important to us all.  Thank you. 

 

Ed Gudenas, 24555 Lake Shore Blvd. – I just want to talk briefly about #3.  I would just suggest while 

you’re outlawing the high price of gas perhaps you should consider our property taxes.  Cleveland 

Magazine back in June rated Euclid as among the 15 highest in property taxes of the 65 cities.  So 

perhaps you can make illegal for any city to charge among the top 15 cities in property tax.  And 

perhaps you should look at the income tax, we’re the highest in Ohio.  So perhaps you should make it 

illegal for any suburb to be the highest income tax in Ohio.  While you’re at it and perhaps people 

refinancing their mortgages may be 6% would be a good rate.  And the price of milk is up there so 

perhaps $1.50/gallon.  Postage rates are going up so perhaps you could make it $0.25/stamp and 

there’s probably a long list.  You probably should amend it to add a whole bunch of other things and 

be the heroes of Euclid.  Thank you. 

 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail moved to rise and report.  Councilman Korosec seconded.  Yea:  

Unanimous. 

 

 Res. (460-01) Second Reading 

A resolution granting a Use District Exception pursuant to Chapter 1375 of the Codified Ordinances of 

the City of Euclid to Reverend Michael Perryman, of Faith Community Baptist Church, to allow a 

UR1 (Daycare) use in a UR2 (Church) use district at 26300 Brush Ave., P.P. #648-25-039.  

(Sponsored by Planning & Zoning Commission) 

 

President Cervenik – This is a second reading and the Ward Councilman John Korosec would like to 

waive the rule. 

 

Councilman Korosec – After getting a phone call from Rev. Perryman and going over the reasons for 

his movement a little sooner than October 15th.  I move to waive the three reading rule and hear this 

legislation this evening. 

 

Councilman Korosec moved to waive the third reading; seconded by Councilman Gruber.   

 

Roll Call:  Yeas: Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller, Valencic,  

 Cervenik 

 

Commissioner Hayes – Several weeks ago Rev. Michael Perryman came to the Planning & Zoning 

Commission asking that he be allowed to use the existing classroom space of his new church, 

relatively new church, built there on Brush Ave. for a daycare-type center.  As I alluded to this 

property was built originally and it did have several classrooms in it.  He has not used those classrooms 

for any purpose up to this point in time.  Therefore when we discussed this idea, the Building 

Department and the Zoning Department thought it would be prudent to take it to Planning & Zoning 

and be reassured that everyone was in favor and in tune with the idea that the classrooms would now 

be used even though it was zoned as a church.  He came to Planning & Zoning Commission.  The 

Planning & Zoning Commission heard his request to use it as a daycare center and unanimously 

approved that and then referred it to Council for confirmation. 

 

President Cervenik – Any questions from Council?  Since this is a public hearing, is there anyone in 

the audience that wants to address this issue at this time?  Seeing none, I’ll entertain a motion to close 

debate. 
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Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail moved to close debate, Councilman Korosec seconded.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller, Valencic, 

 Cervenik. 

Passed. 

 

      Res. (461-01) UDE Indian Hills - Withdrawn 

A resolution granting a Use District Exception pursuant to Chapter 1375 of the Codified Ordinances of 

the City of Euclid to Juan Villanueva, owner of Indian Hills Properties, Inc., to allow a UR1 (Daycare) 

use in a U4 (Retail/Wholesale) use district at 1520 E. 191 St., P.P. #646-20-003.  (Sponsored by 

Planning & Zoning Commission) 

 

This resolution was withdrawn by request of the applicant, Juan Villanueva. 

 

  Res. 148-2001 (485-01) Gasoline Price Limit 

An emergency ordinance declaring it unlawful for any supplier of gasoline to charge a rate more than 

Two Dollars ($2.00) per gallon for gasoline throughout the City of Euclid. (Sponsor Mayor Oyaski) 

 

Councilwoman Miller moved for passage, Councilwoman Valencic seconded. 

 

Mayor Oyaski – After last Tuesday, when I was driving home in the evening, there was a giant line of 

cars at the Shell gas station at E. 260th & Euclid.  I called the police station because they were backing 

up into the street.  I was told that there were rumors that gasoline was going to go up to $4 a gallon 

starting last Wednesday.  Our colleague to the west, Michael White, did threaten arrest against several 

gas station including one on the Euclid border.  I remembered an ordinance we passed in 1993 and I 

believe the gentleman from Lake Shore Blvd. who just spoke, voted in favor of that ordinance.  At that 

time there was a tremendous storm.  It blew down trees all over the city.  The Council unanimously 

passed legislation in August, 1993 making gouging by tree improvement contractors and by home 

improvement contractors against the law.   

 This legislation is presented to you, not because I have any idea of what will happen to the 

price of gasoline in the next few months.  I do believe under the Ohio Constitution that we have all 

powers of local government to protect the health, safety and general welfare of the public.  I believe 

that any legal authority the City of Cleveland has, we also have.   

 The purpose of this is to indicate what a benchmark is.  Currently regular gasoline charges cost 

$1.60 per gallon.  There are going to be gougers.  There are going to be con-men.  There are going to 

be people soliciting donations that are bogus.  There are going to be things that we have to be alert to, 

we have to be sensitive to because the public does not deserve to be gouged.   

 This ordinance was intended to indicate that this City of Euclid will not permit any gouging any 

more than the City of Cleveland will permit.  Depending on what President Bush and the military 

forces do, it is very possible the price of gasoline will in fact greatly exceed $2.  This is presented to 

you to draw attention to the fact that gouging is a possibility as is scamming Euclid residents, as is 

bogus charitable solicitations.  We passed exactly this type of legislation in August, 1993, which was 

only in effect for a short period of time.  It is brought to you for whatever action you feel is 

appropriate.  It can be passed as a resolution because of the exigent circumstances that gasoline may in 

fact go up, depending on what President Bush decides to do.  We need to let the residents of Euclid 

know we are paying attention and we are attempting to act within the basis of our legal authority to 

protect gouging by unscrupulous merchants.  That’s why its presented to you.  I would be surprised if 

there was any opposition to it.  I believe it is fully lawful, fully constitutional and fully within the 

police powers of the City of Euclid.  As I said for the third time, we passed exactly similar legislation 

in August, 1993, it was never challenged. 

 

Councilman Flowers – The other thing we did in 1993 was we did something similar with ice because 

of the high price of ice.  It says here that this shall remain in effect as long as it is deemed necessary to 

regulate prices.  Mayor, I’m sure you’ll take a look to see how things are going.  This is more or less to 

make sure just because of the scares out there, you don’t want anybody gouging.  If this applies and the 

economics actually pushes it over the $2 amount, then you’ll pull it back.  I feel confident you’ll watch 

this properly and I think it is absolutely necessary. 

 

President Cervenik – One change could be, $2 is approximately 20% higher than what gas is going for 

now.  What if the wording is change to say if you were selling gasoline in excess of 20% higher than 

the Cuyahoga County average.  If  I’m not mistaken, the Auditor takes an average gas price every 

week.  Then it could be controlled and watched on a weekly basis instead of just saying $2. 
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Councilwoman Miller – Is that all three, supreme and regular?  Is this regular? 

 

President Cervenik – The Mayor intended it be regular gas.  My gut instinct is if someone is charging 

$3 and everybody else is charging $1.60, I’m just going to drive by.  I understand the intent here. 

 

Mayor Oyaski – I agree with the substance of the amendment which would allow some flexibility 

given the legitimate causes that may affect the price of gasoline over the next several months. 

 

Councilman Gallagher – How would it be that this ordinance or resolution would be rescinded?  What 

formal action do you envision?  Would it be a vote of Council? 

 

Mayor Oyaski – What we did in 1993, we passed legislation which had a sunset provision.  The storm 

occurred on July 28th, the Council acted in the first week of August and that ordinance expired on 

December 31, 1993.  If its Council’s wish, and Councilman Flowers is correct, we will continue to 

monitor this and we can work with the County Auditor who does do spot checks of gasoline prices 

throughout Cuyahoga County.  We could put an automatic sunset provision in there, but if we do as the 

Council President suggests, that it only unlawful if the price charged is more than 20% of the greater 

Cleveland average, that can continue until the Council otherwise repeals it. 

 

Councilwoman Valencic – I would agree with Council President Cervenik to include that.  About a 

month and a half ago, mid-summer, first of July, gasoline prices went over $2 a gallon.  We had a 

similar situation where legislators were trying to control and regulate it.  I feel that is exactly what the 

Mayor is doing in this case.  I would like to see that provision put in, the average throughout Cuyahoga 

County. 

 

President Cervenik – 20% higher than the average in Cuyahoga County. 

 

Councilwoman Valencic moved to amend Ord. (485-01) to read, charge a rate more than 20% higher 

than the average gasoline price in Cuyahoga County.  Councilwoman Miller seconded. 

 

Roll Call on amendment. 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller, Valencic, 

 Cervenik. 

Amendment passes. 

 

Councilman Flowers moved to close debate, Councilman Gallagher seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail moved to suspend the rules, Councilman Gruber seconded.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller, Valencic, 

 Cervenik. 

Passed. 

   Ord. 149-2001 (470-01) Easement Tops 

An emergency ordinance authorizing the Mayor of the City of Euclid, to grant a permanent easement 

on City owned property to Shore Center Plaza and Jameson Properties, as described in the legal 

description and permanent easement attached hereto. (Sponsored by Councilman Gruber by request of 

CS&ED Director) 

 

Councilwoman McGarry moved for passage, Councilwoman Valencic seconded. 

 

Director Koran – I would like you to think back not to long ago where on Shore Center Drive we had a 

vacant Milt Miller Pontiac building with weeds about 3 feet tall, ugly rusted chain link fences.  The 

rear of Unique Thrift with dumpsters, with clothes overflowing and furniture in the back.   Purple 

Hearts trucks parked in the municipal parking lot.  This was there for years. 

 After much work from a lot of people in the City, the private sector and the public sector, on 

October 17th, we are going to have a brand new Tops Grand Opening.  This project equates to about $8 

million in new investment when all is said and done. 

 What we have before you tonight is one of the discussion points  we had with Tops throughout 

the last two years in trying to assemble the property for this very exciting project.  The City of Euclid 

owns what we will call the municipal parking lot.  On the site plan which was attached to the easement 

that is before you tonight, the area that is enumerated with an “E” is what the City of Euclid owns.  



Council Minutes 

September 17, 2001 

Page 7 

 

Director Koran - That is our Euclid municipal parking lot and it is used by anyone.  It is used by the 

general public and will be continued to be used by the general public.  

 What Tops has asked for and I apologize for this not coming months prior, but this is the most 

recent draft from Tops’ lawyers.  Its asking for an easement which will basically guarantee that the 

City of Euclid will not construct or sell this property to reduce the amount of parking available for 

Tops and available for the other users in the area. 

 As you know the Lake Theater uses this parking lot.  Sun Tanning Salon and the Irish 

American Club fight about parking in the back. The Area-Temps building owner by Jerry Bohinc 

virtually has no parking.  We own all the parking back there.  We own virtually 90% of the parking 

behind these buildings. 

 If you have carefully read the easement you will see that all it does is guarantee that we will not 

sell this property, we will not construct anything on this property that would reduce the supply of 

parking.  If you look at the site plan, it is not to scale, the width of the black lines is way out of scale.  

When we actually have the boundaries of the easement prepared, we will go over it very carefully to 

make sure that it is what we have agreed to.  The area that reaches to E. 228 Street, what we are 

guarantying to Tops and to Jameson Properties is a 30 ft. wide easement, so that there will always be 

ingress and egress to E. 228 Street that is at least 30 ft. wide. 

 We are also by passing this assuring Tops that they will always have visibility from Lake Shore 

Blvd.  If you look at the site plan to the top, the north side, the area that the City of Euclid owns, there 

already is easement for Fifth Third Bank and the current entrance to this municipal parking lot, we are 

assuring Tops that they will always have visibility and the parking also in that area. 

 The most critical part to Tops are the parking spaces adjacent to the store on the south side.  

The Service Director, Hank Gulich, is in the process of redesigning the area so that it is more efficient.  

I believe he feels he can get 23 more spaces by restriping the lot which will create more parking in the 

area.  This easement does not give away our property.  Tops is agreeing to pay us $12,000 for the 

passage of this easement.  All it does it make sure that we will not construct or sell this property. 

 The Tops plan itself has been studied a myriad of times.  We hired 2-3 different architectural 

firms to look at the building, to look at the site plan, to actual encourage the pedestrian passageway 

that will exist from Lake Shore Blvd. to the store.  That was recommended by Jack Fay Architects 

early in the process.  A lot of work has gone into this building.  This is one step towards the final grand 

opening which we are anticipating will be October 17th.  The Law Director and I will be happy to 

answer any questions Council may have tonight. 

 

Councilwoman Miller – They are not planning to put any signs up that say this parking is only for 

Tops in that parking area? 

 

Director Koran – Absolutely not.  Robert Spies is in the audience, he can testify to this also.  All the 

signage that Tops will have is currently up.  The Architectural Review Board and by approving this 

easement, there is a sign up on Lake Shore Blvd., that will be on our property.  That will be in the 

middle of this easement.  There are entrance signs on Shore Center and on Babbitt that are already 

there.  They are nice and small.  The Architectural Review Board has reviewed this and made them 

reduce all those signs.  To answer your question, no.  By passing this easement there will be not any 

exclusive parking.  It is a non-exclusive easement which means the general parking can park anywhere 

they want.  All we are doing is we are not going to sell where the “M” is to McDonald’s to increase the 

parking demand in that area. 

 

Councilman Flowers – You don’t ever expect it that we, let’s say something drastic happens to the 

downtown area there.  You wouldn’t foresee us requiring an easement, maybe the parking would have 

to be knocked down so other buildings to create other parking spaces?  This is something that’s already 

in place and the city’s getting $12,000 to go through with this.  You don’t think this is tying our hands 

at all in the future? 

 

Director Koran – This is a legally binding agreement.   

 

Councilman Flowers – That’s why I’m asking this question. 

 

Director Koran – And it is a very good question.  What we are agreeing to, as I’ve said several times, 

that we will not sell or build on this property.  That is reality.  That is what we are assuring Tops.  That 

is something they have mandated.  They cannot according to their lawyers receive financing for this 

project without this easement.  But, the fact is .... 

 

Councilman Flowers – They already built it.  It’s up. 
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Director Koran – I realize that Councilman.  We asked for this easement a year ago.  They’ve been 

going back and forth with us as I’ve apologized earlier.  This should have been in front of Council 

probably 8 months ago.  If I could continue the discussion, the property next to Fifth Third Bank, 

immediately to the east, we own it.  Years ago the City approved a perpetual lease to Fifth Third Bank 

which assures that property ..... 

 

Councilman Flowers – What is the letter on that so I can see what you are referring to? 

 

Director Koran – There is no letter enumeration.  It is immediately to the right of the Fifth Third Bank.  

It is their parking lot.  That is city-owned property.  It is property that previous Council had approved a 

perennial lease for $1 a year or no cost, which means that we can’t do anything on that property any 

way.  The property just to the east of the existing driveway is, we have to have some traffic going 

through there, so what I’m saying is this area would be wide open anyway.  I can’t predict the future. 

 

Councilman Flower s- I agree with you that we probably wouldn’t do anything with it, but I’m 

concerned that for $12,000 if something else happens that, and if you tell me you didn’t spend 

anything to develop that, we can get out of this agreement.  They already built the property.  There’s 

no way they are not going to say they can’t get the finance because it is already there.  It would seem 

to me that everything is in place.  I can’t think of anything that might develop, come up in the future, 

but things do change.  For $12,000 I don’ know if it is wise to do that.   

 

Director Koran – You are absolutely right.  As we mentioned to Robert Spies and the lawyers, this 

municipal parking lot is constantly in play.  Developers are always interested in it.  As you probably 

know we had Arabica interested in the back of Jerry Bohinc’s building.  The parking lot was an issue. 

That is why the area behind Bohinc’s where it is marked “E”, we would not permit to be part of this 

easement, because that is very critical parking to the buildings on the south side of Lake Shore Blvd. 

 I cannot assure you that sometime in the future we may have to go back to Robert Spies, 

Jameson Properties and Tops to try and renegotiate a certain portion of this.  This is something they 

feel they need.  They initially asked for the entire municipal parking area which we refused.  We try to 

restrict the easement area as much as we could.  All we are assuring is that we would not build 

anything or sell anything on our municipally owned parking lot.  Mr. Spies is here is you would like to 

answer any of the questions about the bank financing, etc. 

 

Councilman Flowers – If you answer, how it is going to affect the project now that it is already built? 

 

Councilman Flowers moved to suspend the rules, Councilman Gallagher seconded.  Yeas: Unanimous. 

 

Councilman Flowers – I don’t foresee the City doing anything drastic with this unless it made sense.  If 

we are locked into something, down the line, that’s where my concern is. 

 

Mr. Spies – Affecting the finance is really more on the landlord side.  Our agreement with Tops was to 

provide them an easement with the City of Euclid.  It is in our lease with Tops.  As soon as it becomes 

part of our lease, our lender who gives us money, reviews that lease and this becomes a condition on 

actually our financing to Tops.  So you are right, the building is built, but we have to reimburse Tops 

for all that money.  We will not get financing because this has been a condition of lease; Tops would 

be able to walk out at the end because we’re not fulfilling our responsibilities for the lease.  No lender 

is going to give us the kind of money we’re talking about .... 

 

Councilman Flowers – You haven’t secured the financing yet for this, is that what you are telling me? 

 

Mr. Spies – No.  We will not secure the financing until the day we write them a check.  We are going 

through the closing process but that takes 6 weeks.  We have until the store opens because we’ve been 

working on it. 

 

Councilman Flowers – You wouldn’t expect to get financing unless this easement was approved? 

 

Mr. Spies – Because it is part of the Tops lease, yes. 

 

Councilman Flowers – In that sense, it kind of makes sense to me. 

 

Councilman Gallagher – Director Koran, just for clarification, we are talking about only the section of 

the parking lot designed with an “M”? 
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Director Koran – Yes. 

 

Councilman Gallagher – It is the dead-center of the parking lot? 

 

Director Koran – Yes, sir. 

 

Councilwoman Valencic – The parking of Fifth Third.  That is our parking lot, correct? 

 

Director Koran – Yes. 

 

Councilwoman Valencic – We own that but we have leased it to Fifth Third.   What happens if Fifth 

Third pulls out?  That’s ours.  They pull out, someone else goes in and then we redefine what we want 

to do with that area? 

 

Director Koran – If they sell the property to another owner, the owners will own the lease that we 

signed with them years ago.  That parking lot which is very nicely designed is basically owned by Fifth 

Third bank and they can sell it to another bank or another commercial user. 

 

Councilwoman Valencic – For how long?  For the duration of whatever? 

 

Director Koran – I believe that was a 99 year, for a very long time.  The reason I brought that point up 

is that area is already wide open and spoken for for a very long time. 

 

Councilwoman Valencic – I was curious as to what was happening there.  All the construction and the 

Tops sign went up.  Then you see Fifth Third is doing landscaping.  I wondered about that parking lot.  

I didn’t know it was leased to them. 

 

Director Koran – Fifth Third is renovating the building.  They are going to be spending over $500,000 

renovating that building.  When the traffic light was eliminated there, we were entertaining the idea of 

redoing the entire entranceway there.  Unfortunately they have control of that property so that when 

these things do come into play in the future.  What we are assuring to Tops is the parking area 

immediately adjacent to the building will be there for a very long time. 

 

Councilwoman Valencic moved to close debate, Councilwoman McGarry seconded.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail moved to suspend the rules, Councilman Gruber seconded.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller, Valencic, 

 Cervenik. 

Passed. 

  

   Ord. (465-01) Amend Building Code 

An ordinance amending Chapter 1701 of the Building & Housing Code of the Codified Ordinances of 

the City of Euclid as outlined below.  (Sponsor Councilman Flowers by request of  CS&ED Director) 

 

Second reading.  Public Hearing October 15, 2001. 

   Ord. (467-01) Amend Building Code 

An ordinance amending Chapter 1733 of the Building & Housing Code of the Codified Ordinances of 

the City of Euclid as outlined below.  (Sponsor Councilman Flowers by request of CS&ED Director) 

 

Second Reading.  Public Hearing October 15, 2001. 

  Ord. (468-01) Amend Building Code 

An ordinance repealing existing Chapter 1735 of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Euclid and 

adopting a new Chapter 1735 entitled Demolition and Removal Standards.  (Sponsored by Councilman 

Flowers by request of the CS&ED Director) 

 

Second Reading. Public Hearing October 15, 2001. 
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  Res. (480-01) Longwood Beauty-Pulled 

A resolution granting a special permit for a retractable steel mesh security gate for Mr. Paul Shim, 

owner of Longwood Beauty Supply located at 27579 Euclid Avenue, Permanent Parcel No. 648-32-

078.  (Sponsored by Planning & Zoning Commission) 

 

Resolution (480-01) has been pulled. 

 

  Res. 150-2001 (481-01)  Title III B&C Grant 

A resolution authorizing the Mayor of the City of Euclid to approve any and all documents to provide 

for the continuation of funding for programs under Title III B and C of the Older Americans' Act for 

the Program year 2002. (Sponsor Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail by request of the CS&ED Director) 

 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail moved for passage, Councilwoman Miller seconded. 

 

Director Koran – We receive Title III funds each and every year from the government.  Last year we 

received over $150,000. These are monies that we use for our two senior programs.  A grant for 

salaries and we also receive money for meals.  Margaret Hastert-Wolf is here tonight to describe what 

we do with those monies and answer any specific questions Council may have. 

 

Manager Hastert-Wolf – The State of Ohio has required the Western Reserve Area Agency on Aging 

renew their contracts for Older Americans Act dollars with all their sub-contractors.  This City of 

Euclid has of last year, a 25 year history of contracting for the congregate and home delivered meals 

with the area agency.  With the federal funds the city is able to serve over 1,300 seniors over 52,000 

meals annually.  If there are any additional questions about the meal programs and the Older 

Americans Act dollars, I’d be happy to answer your questions. 

 

Councilman Flowers moved to close debate, Councilman Korosec seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller, Valencic, 

 Cervenik. 

Passed. 

 

   Ord. 151-2001 (484-01) Insurance 

An ordinance authorizing the Director of Administration of the City of Euclid to renew the existing 

contract with Coregis Insurance Company, written by the firm of Arthur J. Gallagher & Company, 

Inc., 1500 West Third Street, Cleveland, Ohio 44113, insuring City-owned property, contents, crime 

and large vehicle auto physical damage for the period August 30, 2001 to October 1, 2002.  (Sponsored 

by Councilman Cervenik by request of the Administration Director) 

 

Councilman Gallagher moved for passage, Councilwoman McGarry seconded. 

 

Director Johnson – This has become a rather routine piece of legislation that I requested to come 

before you annually.  It is just a renewal of our insurance policy for the buildings and contents that we 

own.  The amount of the agreement is shown in the piece of legislation.  The only change that we 

actually made on the policy on our own, is we have increased the deductible from $5,000 to $10,000.  

We’ve extended the policy to a 13 month policy.  The reason for extending the policy for a 13 month 

policy is, Mrs. Evangelista requested a renewal quote back in April or May and we just received those 

last week.  It is taking quite awhile so we asked for an extension on the policy terms to allow us a 

better season for which to request renewal quotes. 

 The reason for increasing the deductible from $5,000 to $10,000 was because of the increase in 

the premium from the previous year.  We investigated to see if we could save some money and we will 

save about $2,600 off of what we pay currently.  I would caution you that this policy premium does not 

include the new fire station.  That could not be included in this until the Fire Chief actually officially 

takes possession of the fire station which we haven’t done formally.  If there are any questions, I’d be 

glad to answer them. 

 

Councilman Flowers – You said this decreased of $2,600 because we went from $5,000 to $10,000 

deductible.  Is that for the total contract or is that plus we get an extra month? 

 

Director Johnson – The official quote was for $53,680.  When we increased the deductible, that 

reduced the premium by $2,600. 

 

Councilman Flowers – Because we added a month on?   
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Director Johnson – The premium includes extending the policy for a 13 month period which is an 

additional amount. 

 

Councilman Flowers – How much of an increase is this?  What was it last year? 

 

Director Johnson – The original premium is $49,338.  There is a number of reasons for the increase in 

the premium.  One is the increase in our property values.  Our property values, according to the 

insurance company went from $77 million to $85.7 million.  There’s an $8 million increase in the 

value of all of our property. 

 

Councilman Flowers – You got a number of quotes, not this just company? 

 

Director Johnson – This is a single quote for a renewal with the company that we’ve been with for the 

last 4-5 years.  We did not want to take bids at this point because to put together bids specs and go out 

for bids, we estimated would cost about $10,000-$12,000 and I didn’t think the premium we would 

come back with would recoup any of that.   Unless you would like us to do that. 

 

Councilman Flowers – We can do that with this, Law Director?  We don’t have to go out for bids? 

 

Director Murphy – No, as long as we are renewing the contract and you authorize renewal of the 

existing contract, then we do not have to bid.  If we are going to secure a new contract, then yes, we 

would have to go through a competitive bid process. 

 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail – Have we had claims in the last couple of years? 

 

Director  Johnson – We’ve had claims.  Not to the extent that we had claims in 1993 during the storm.  

But we have had some claims.  I don’t have a claims history in front of me right now, but we have had 

some.  We have had a couple of pieces of large pieces of equipment that have been damaged and we 

haven’t had anything catastrophic. 

 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail – My question is, for the difference of $2,600, would one claim make 

up that difference?  If we stayed at the $5,000 deductible rather than going to $10,000? 

 

Director Johnson – Our agent has told us our claims history has averaged $10,000 a year.  We very 

well, depending upon what happens, we could pick up some of what our claims history has been.  If 

our claims history has averaged about $10,000 a year, the $5,000 deductible is based on per incident. 

 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail – My question if I’m understanding right is the quote was if we 

stayed at $5,000 deductible it was only $2,600. 

 

Director Johnson - $2,600 more. 

 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail – If we expect to have one claim, we could be spending $5,000 more. 

 

Director Johnson – If I knew what our claims was going to be in the future we probably could assume 

that.  Not knowing what are claims are going to be in the future.  For $2,600, it is worth trying to save.  

We don’t know what the addition for the fire station is going to be at $2.5 million.  The $2,600 may 

just offset the increase in premium for the additional fire station.  That’s what I’m hoping. 

 

Councilwoman Valencic –When the new fire station is covered, would it be covered under this policy? 

 

Director Johnson – It will have to be added to this policy.   

 

Councilwoman Valencic – That is how we will insure it and then there will be an increase in that. 

 

Director Johnson – There will be an increase in the premium for the fire station and we don’t know 

how much that is yet until we actually present it to the insurance company.  The Fire Chief has not 

formally accepted the building yet so we haven’t formally taken possession of the building.  That 

should be coming in the next week or so.  Then we can find out what the premium would be. 

 

President Cervenik – Is the new fire station insured now? 
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Director Johnson – We don’t own the building yet.  I assume the contractor has assumed the liability 

and responsibility for the building. 

 

Councilwoman McGarry moved to close debate, Councilwoman Valencic seconded.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail moved to suspend the rules, Councilman Gruber seconded.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller, Valencic, 

 Cervenik. 

Passed. 

  

  Ord. 152-2001 (482-01) Tree Assessment 

An emergency ordinance to levy assessments for the removal of dangerous/hazardous trees as provided 

in Section 909.02 of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Euclid.  (Sponsored by Councilwoman 

McGarry by request of the Parks & Recreation Director) 

 

Councilwoman McGarry moved for passage, Councilwoman Miller seconded. 

 

Director DeMinico – This is a housekeeping issue.  Since last summer, up until the current time, we 

have had to go onto three properties with a private contractor to have dangerous trees removed.  These 

people either did not have the financial wherewith all or just decided not to cooperate with our arborist 

in our decisions.  This will levy these assessments to these homeowners and go onto their taxes 

beginning in 2002.   

 

Councilman Gallagher – These are trees that are on the back yards or front yards but not the treelawns 

of the property, correct? 

 

Director DeMinico – That is correct.  These are all private property trees. 

 

Councilman Gruber moved to close debate, Councilman Gallagher seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail moved to suspend the rules, Councilwoman Valencic seconded.  

Yeas: Unanimous. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller, Valencic, 

 Cervenik. 

Passed. 

 

  Res. 153-2001 (483-01) Euclid Creek Day 

A resolution declaring Saturday, September 29, 2001 as Euclid Creek Day throughout the City of 

Euclid.  (Sponsored by Mayor Oyaski) 

 

Councilwoman McGarry moved for passage, Councilman Gruber seconded. 

 

Mayor Oyaski – It is that time of year when Euclid Creek Day is rolling around.  This is the first ever 

Euclid Creek Day as the City of Euclid as well as several other cities that share the beauty of the 

natural water course get together to try to protect and nurture that natural resource.  We are working 

with South Euclid Mayor Kocevar and all of the other Mayors to try and protect that natural resource 

from erosion or contamination.  One of the things that we are doing is joining together in a joint 

planning effort known as the Euclid Creek Task Force.  Dorothy Fike is very familiar with the fact as 

is Daniel Driscoll.  We are trying to raise public conscienceless and public awareness about what a 

beautiful asset this Euclid Creek is.  Euclid Creek is the scene of our original settlers, the Dille family 

nearly 200 years ago.  On September 29th, there are a number of events to draw positive attention to 

this beautiful natural resource.  I’d ask that Mr. Driscoll and Mr. DeMinico to briefly relate what is 

going to be happening in specific.  We are joining all of these other cities in passing these resolutions 

right now. 

 

Mr. Driscoll – The Friends of Euclid Creek are inviting the citizens of Euclid and other 9 communities 

in the Euclid Creek watershed to join them on Saturday, September 29th, between the hours of 10 AM 

and 3 PM at either Euclid Creek Reservation or Wildwood State Park.   
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Mr. Driscoll - Some of the activities they are going to have are going to include nature hikes, story 

telling, water quality testing demonstrations, fly fishing, creeks songs and nature crafts.  Thank you. 

 

Director DeMinico – In addition to some of the other activities, the involvement of the Parks & 

Recreation Department is going to lend a hand with our arborist, Tom Berardinelli has agreed to 

participate and conduct some walks through the forest, identifying trees.  Hopefully making people a 

little bit more aware of the type of trees that are growing in that area.  Also the city ever year secures 

grant money from around the State of Ohio in our Recycle Ohio.  We are working with the Friends of 

Euclid Creek in some advertising through our Sun Journal, as well as promotional items and give-

aways, visors, t-shirts, pencils and things for the kids.  It should be a great day and we encourage 

everybody to come over to 228th Street first, then go to the Friends of Euclid Creek celebration and 

make it a day in your Euclid parks. 

 

Councilman Gruber – As the Ward 4 councilman I’m fortunate to have the jewel of the Emerald 

Necklace in the Ward and I encourage all Euclid residents to attend both events on the 29th.  It should 

be uplifting and give people a chance to take a break and walk in the woods.  I urge everyone to attend 

on those days and hope it is a nice day. 

 

Councilman Gruber moved to close debate, Councilman Korosec seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller, Valencic, 

 Cervenik. 

Passed. 

 

CEREMONIAL RESOLUTIONS 

      Res. 144-2001 (471-01) Jack Fraier 

A memorial resolution in remembrance of Jacob “Jack” Fraier, who passed away on August 19, 2001, 

at the age of 74.  (Sponsored by Mayor Oyaski and the entire Council) 

      Res. 145-2001 (478-01) Steve Mikolay 

A resolution of congratulations to Steve Mikolay upon his retirement from the Euclid Police 

Department on August 31, 2001 (Sponsored by Mayor Oyaski and the entire Council) 

      Res. 146-2001 (479-01) Ron Stih 

A resolution of congratulations to Ron Stih upon his retirement from the Euclid Police Department on 

September 10, 2001.  (Sponsored by Mayor Oyaski and the entire Council) 

 

Councilwoman Miller moved for passage, Councilman Gallagher seconded. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller, Valencic, 

 Cervenik. 

Passed. 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

Rev. Thomas Owen – 24951 Lakeland Blvd.  Living Waters Church of God.  I got a phone call this 

afternoon concerning our rezoning.  We were here last week and it was pulled.  We were not notified 

until we got here that it was pulled.  We wanted to buy the piece of property because we looked at two 

different things.  One we looked at either leaving and moving away from Euclid or staying in Euclid. 

 The only way we could grow was to buy the property to build.  There’s been a 

misunderstanding or a rumor, people have said that we are going to build a half-way house or a place 

for I don’t know what, because we work a lot with the City Mission, the Harbor Light, but that’s not 

true.  The building we are planning to build is a multi-purpose sanctuary/gymnasium.  We showed the 

futuristic plans to Mr. Apanasewicz and Mr. Hayes and got their advice about what we needed to do in 

a 2-5 year plan and they’ve been more than cordial, more than polite in telling us and directing us on 

what we need to do for the future. 

 Before Church service tonight, that’s the reason why I told Mr. Korosec we couldn’t meet 

tonight because we’re in the middle of a revival and somebody came in and pulled me out and said you 

may want to publicly speak because there seems to be a rumor flying around that you are still going to 

use this as a half-way house.  When I first moved here 4 years ago, I grew up in Ohio, I’ve grew up in  

Columbus, and when I first moved here and we started doing these ministries, we looked at the 

possibility of buying a house and doing a half-way house or a poor house in Euclid.  Talked to Mr. 

Hayes and laid the plans before him and asked what do you think, how do you think this would work?  

He gave me his advice and at that point we decided not to do it because it was more feasible for us 

work with the City Mission and the Harbor Light.  So we decided to do that, it wouldn’t be in our best 

interest. 
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Rev. Owen - The reason we choose to build a building that we are going to build is because we know 

that from 1976 to 1997 there went from 400,000  child abuse records in 1976 and in 21 years went to 4 

million.  We do know that from a child, a young lady’s age, age 6 in America, that she has watched 

more TV by the time she’s 6 than she’s spoke to her father in a lifetime.   

 We decided we wanted to build a building that would be family oriented and families could 

come and the City of Euclid could come and be a part of it.  For the last 4 years we have made some in 

roads to be part of the City of Euclid more than we have in the past.  Recently we were giving 20 

electric stoves and ovens and we made them available to the Mayor.  The Mayor’s Office has been 

more than generous.  We’ve given out 6 so far and we have 9 left.  We feed any where from 150 to 300 

on a weekly basis.  We’ve given away vehicles, all kinds of things.  We’re not a wealthy church, but I 

think we have done our best to be a part of the community.   That’s what we want to be.  We don’t 

want to be a blight.  We don’t want to be a sore.  I’ve called Mr. Korosec on a couple occasions.  We 

did have two meetings set up for the community to come and ask questions.  For whatever reason Kent 

Smith had to cancel them.  Mr. Korosec had a problem with his schedule and he couldn’t.  One date 

they scheduled my father was retiring after about 42 years in the ministry so I couldn’t make it.   

 We are more than open to be a part of this community.  We want to be a part and we want to 

extend our hand in any way we can help and help any of the families in the City of Euclid.  That’s 

what we want to be.  We don’t want to reinvent the wheel.  We don’t want to cause an outright cry.  I 

lived not very far from Manhattan and New Jersey for almost 4 years.  I understand what’s going on 

there.  In a time when our country needs to pull together.  Saturday night we had a candle light vigil 

and we invited the entire community. We invited over 200 families, 200 homes to come and join us on 

our front lawn to pray for our military.  Today it was announced it was the first time since Vietnam 

that they are going to introduce the draft.  A time when our community needs to come together, that’s 

what we want to be.  We wanted you to know that and we wanted the City council to know that. If 

there’s any questions that you have, you are more than welcome to call me and to call our church and 

we’ll answer them. 

 

Mrs. Penny Riha – 1515 E. 195 St.  With reference to Euclid Creek, as a member of the Euclid 

Historical Society, I think I should mention it is the oldest, the first of the Emerald Necklaces.  Also as 

late as 1917 there were apple trees planted there by Johnny Appleseed.  With reference to #8, which 

was pulled off tonight, if it should come back, as far as the retractable steel mesh security gates, I 

would just ask they hold these people to the same standards they set for GEM Jeweler on Euclid Ave.  

It looks a lot better that way.  Thank you. 

 

Director Murphy – In response to #8, that was a clerical error in the Law Department.  That should not 

have gone on the Agenda.  That item was withdrawn at the Planning & Zoning Commission.  If it gets 

reintroduced, it gets reintroduced at Planning & Zoning before it ever gets back to Council. 

 

Mr. Vince Riha – 1515 E. 195 St.  I think like most of us, I come here tonight very saddened by the 

terror and the violence that has happened in this country.  Someone said it is God’s judgement on 

America.  I don’t believe that because when my God would judge us, even the believers and non-

believers will know that. I come here doubly saddened.  Because I’m not wanting to be Sodom and 

Gomorra when God comes to judge us. 

 Mr. Koran has spoken about the blight looking building that was at Shore Center and how it is 

cleaned up.  As we all know, beauty is only skin deep.  You can have a beautiful building and the 

contents could be rotting inside. 

 I have been brought to the attention of some members of Council, several months ago, about a 

bar that is doing hot oil wrestling.  They advertise it openly in the magazines.  Audience participation.  

All male review.  All female reviews, you name it.  Bad enough.  On Friday, September 7th, I was 

coming home listening to WMJI.  On that station they were advertising a program that is to take place 

in a building on Euclid Avenue.  I cannot tell you what the program is because as been expressed in 

this Council Chambers before its not appropriate language to use in these chambers, yet it is openly 

aired on the air. 

 That was being sponsored as a fighting brawl by a beer company.  Tried to bring to the 

attention, have finally done so, Euclid Ward 4 that section is totally dry.  The permit as of this 

afternoon, based on the liquor department’s ruling has been cancelled.  They may be able to come back 

and ask for another permit.  But, they have openly acknowledged its co-sponsorship with a brewery, 

therefore an F permit is not permitted.  

  What I’m asking Council to do is look for legislation to prevent this kind of internal blight.  

You may say we can’t provide commerce but we can sure do something about the cost of doing 

business.  You can require them to have so many hired off-duty policemen based on the occupancy of 

the place.  You can require board certified trauma surgeons and medical teams to stand by.  We are 

talking about an event that is billed on website as more than ultimate fighting.  
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Mr. Riha - I don’t know how many of you are aware of what ultimate fighting is.  It is two people put 

in a cage fighting and the only rule is you can’t gouge out the other person’s eyes.  

 These are the events that are going to take place next Friday and the following Friday, I think 

you should look hard so Euclid is not judged by that.  I have brought copies for all Council and the 

Law Department on the temporary liquor permits based on the Ohio Department of Commerce Board 

of Liquor Control.  I would like to see something done along those lines.  

 I would also like to thank all those people that have made this country,  are making this country 

and will make this country a place where even I can speak freely.  Thank you. 

 

Mr. William Hilf – 891 E. 237 St.  A couple of comments on tonight’s legislation.  I would just like to 

say in case anyone decides to write my in for any of the upcoming elections that I, too, would not like 

to see gasoline go over $2.  I see that ordinance as being nothing more than a nice PR piece.  I don’t 

see that it really has any firm legal ground.  I would think the State would be the one to handle or the 

County to handle jurisdiction over something like that.  Seems to me that just looks very good when 

we go out to meet our voting public.   

 Second, comments that were made about #4 on tonight’s agenda referring to the former Unique 

Thrift Store, about the back of it.  Seems to me that any time that anything that would be able to be 

attacked with the word, low income, gets looked down upon by the people sitting up on this dais here.  

Unique Thrift Store providing clothing, furniture and other items to people who maybe a bit more 

down on their luck, people who maybe had other bills they needed to pay.  Now it has been taken 

down and replaced with a nice Tops.  I’m sure it will be a lovely place.  But I’m getting a little sick 

and tired of every time I come here people saying this was low income apartments we need to buy it, 

we’ve got nothing to do with it yet.   

 That’s get to my point about tonight, I saw this about low income and then I remembered the 

low income apartments at E. 205 and Edgecliff.  And I remember seeing these 8 or so proposals out in 

the lobby and I was wondering what exactly is the status of that?  I remember Rice R. Properties and 

several others had proposals out there.  I hadn’t heard anything about that and I know there’s a piece of 

property sitting over there that currently is sitting idle. 

 Also among proposals that we haven’t heard anything about, I’m glad to see that the lakefront 

development proposal has finally come to the public.  I’m interested in seeing a copy of that.  Also, the 

only thing I’ve heard so far, I heard that the K&M Quality Management proposal is now in.  I’d like to 

know when the public would be able to see that.  The only thing we’ve heard so far was what was in 

the one article in the Euclid Sun Journal and to me it didn’t seem like that much of a proposal.  It 

seemed to me to have visions of grandeur that I don’t see possible.  I see it driving most of the groups 

that are in there out.  I don’t see how exactly the auditorium is going to compete with the Lakewood 

Civic Auditorium, the Cleveland Heights Civic Auditorium, Music Hall and Playhouse Square.  For 

me, a 1,200 seat auditorium, that would pretty much be the size hall that would be competing with.  At 

least as of right now, even if they do put this restaurant down in the cafeteria, I don’t see how Euclid 

provides enough parking at Shore and enough other restaurants and other facilities around it that would 

want to make concert promoters come into the facility.   

 Also I think so far, from what I’ve seen from this article that the proposal seems to lack some 

vision.  When one of the heads of K&M talks about the fact that we don’t see a place for this display 

case for high school memorabilia in the hallway because if you had a law office in here, why would 

you want people to know that it is a high school?  This is on the National Historic Register.  It says 

right on the building in stone, Shore High School.  It seems to me this is something you’d want to 

promote. It would show some vision that we took this and we turned it into something and gave the 

building more character other than making another sterile office building.  I see a lack of vision right 

there and I would like to see where on the proposal what they plan to do to make this all of a sudden 

not a high school. Thank you. 

 

Mr. Ed Gudenas – 24555 Lake Shore.  Well congratulations to everybody here.  You got the plan out 6 

weeks before the election.  So I’m sure we’ll hear a lot about it, how everyone now in the City of 

Euclid is in favor of lakefront development.  So congratulations and a job well done.   

 Unfortunately we are right back to where we were in 1988, we have gone no where further.  

Back in 1988 the City of Euclid spent thirty-some thousand dollars to let URS come up with a Master 

Plan similar to this without the color.  That plan set us back so far because all of their plans were $40-

$50 million, $100 million, to develop a simple marina.  The reason they were so expensive, they had 

parking lots on the lake, they had boardwalks in front of property we don’t own, etc., etc., etc. 

 Because of that everybody said lakefront development can’t happen.  It is to expensive, etc.  

Only in 1994 when a new plan was presented that actually had a feasibility of getting done was 

lakefront development back on the drawing board.  What we saw in 1994 through 2001 is not even 

being considered here.   
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Mr. Gudenas - That was the only one that actually had a chance of getting funded and being actually 

built.  What we have here is clearly something done by an outsider.  It has a complete lack of 

understanding of our neighborhoods in the area.   

 I was the Ward Two Councilman there and I can tell you right now that people on Lake Edge 

will not give up their street park.  This shows that they gave it up for a parking lot.  The people on 

Luikart,  the people on Edgecliff also will not give up their littoral rights to allow boardwalks in front 

of their property.  It will not be done.  The O’Donnell subdivision which is finally now being 

completed will not be torn down.  These new houses will not be eliminated as Phase II here shows they 

will be all gone.  We will not be building parking lots on Lake Erie.  The Ohio Department of Natural 

Resources prohibits that. To get a permit to fill in the waters of Lake Erie, it has to be directly water 

related.  Parking lots are not water related, boat slips are.  That’s why the URS proposal never had a 

chance.  You can't build a restaurant on the water.  You can’t build condominiums or houses on the 

water.  You could only build boat slips on the water and access to those boat slips. 

 This shows a complete lack of understanding on the financing of a plan, the ability to convince 

our residents to support such a plan.  It has a lot of pretty pictures, and all kinds of vague terms about 

redevelopment, etc., etc., but of course nothing is specific, not one dollar figure is mentioned.  It 

assumes the federal and state government will probably contribute anywhere from $30-$100 million, 

which ain’t going to happen.  In all these years, since 1988 we have not built one boat slip in the City 

of Euclid.  In fact, there isn’t one in our whole 4 miles.  We have not built one condominium in the 

City of Euclid.  We have made no progress towards implementing even one condo even one boat dock. 

To even think that this plan will somehow be accomplished is ridiculous.  The only thing that’s 

missing is actually the bridge to Canada and the casino boat parked off my house.  Which probably has 

an even greater chance of being done. 

 What I’m trying to say, is this is clearly a document to be used to get through the election.  

What will happen is you will all say we need to study this further, we need to have committee 

meetings, we need to have presentations, we need to pay GSI another $20,000-$40,000 and will have 

another report back sometime safely after November, let’s say January/February and then at that time 

you’ll need to study it further, you’ll need to wait to hear from Voinovich, you’ll need to hear from 

Stephanie Tubbs Jones, etc., etc.  It will all come back and you’ll say we can’t do this and the end 

result is a boat launching ramp in between the Americanas at our new park that you are working on. 

 I asked, it doesn’t really matter what I ask here right now, but I’m making a point that this is a 

bunch of hocus-pocus.  Its ridiculous to even think it will be done.  My plan was insulted all those 

years saying my plan was ridiculous and where’s a developer, how can we ever pay for it.  The interest 

on this kind of plan right here would have paid for the entire plan.  One year’s of interest would have 

paid for the entire plan we had before.  So I’m making my point, basically that we are right back to 

1988, we’ve gone no where in 13 years. 

 

Mrs. Sandra Bowes – 21520 Miller Ave.  I have three comments and also some questions that need to 

be answered.  Routinely the City of Euclid would distribute recyclable bags.  I have not seen those for 

awhile and there are a few of my neighbors that need a few of these bags.   

 Also I need to have some guidelines establishing, we have a couple of dead trees on private 

property.  The homeowners would like to know how they would cut these down and how much is the 

city willing to take when they want to pick those up. 

 Also I’d like to comment on Mr. Riha’s comment.  The past week we’ve all had occasion to 

listen to the radios if we didn’t have a TV nearby.  I, too, listened to WTAM and I heard this 

commercial from WMMS about some type of fighting and it was going to be in the old Inland 

building.  It just went out of my head until he brought it up.  Is this actually going on in Euclid that this 

kind of fighting?  I can’t believe we would sanction something like this and sell tickets to it and 

promote it.  I too would like to have these answers.  Thank you. 

 

Director Gulich – Those went out about November 15th last year.  That’s approximately when they are 

scheduled to go out this year.  If you have any new neighbors that never got any, call our office and 

we’ll take care of it. 

 

Director DeMinico – The Parks & Recreation Department, we would not pick up tree branches, trunks 

of trees from backyards.  The contractor should include that in his price.  If you need more 

information, give our office a call, 289-2726, that’s our Maintenance Division and Mr. Berardinelli 

would be able to help you out. 

 

Mayor Oyaski – I asked Chief Maine to look into this proposed event at the Euclid Sports Plant.  I’d 

like him to explain what he’s found out to this point, please. 

 

President Cervenik – Chief, I called you today, same subject. 
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Chief Maine – I have looked at the venue where this event is supposed to be taking place.  As Mr. Riha 

said, next Friday and the following Friday, the first Friday in October.  Last Tuesday morning when 

New York City was struck, Mr. Apanasewicz, the Fire Department and myself went down there and 

took a look at the plant and made sure they were in compliance with not only the building codes and 

fire codes and they were going to be able to comply with any security concerns that we had. 

 This is a sanctioned event.  Sanctioned by the Ohio Athletic Commission. They’ve held them in 

other venues around the state.  I have been told that while they bill themselves as something more than 

ultimate fighting, the people who have seen this event, it is not nearly the ferociousness or brutality 

that’s taken place in some of these ultimate fighting contests that I’m sure all of us have seen bits and 

pieces of on TV.  This is what I’m told.  I happen to know one of the members of the Ohio Athletic 

Commission and he says that these are well run events.  All contestants are required to undergo 

physicals, they have doctors on the scene.  There will be a paramedic unit on the scene, paid for by the 

promoters.  We had the same concerns about the liquor permits.  I have talked to Mr. Riha about that 

and because of his inquiries we were able to find out some additional information and I would be very 

surprised if they’ll be able to comply with the requirements that would allow them to get a beer permit. 

  

Mr. Riha – The permit has been denied and they have been notified.  They are not allowed to have an F 

permit because they are co-sponsored by Budweiser Brewing.  According to the information I left I left 

you there, as long as it is co-sponsored by a brewery or distributor, that permit is not allowed. 

 

President Cervenik – An F permit is a 3 day permit for beer only.  A lot of church picnics and that get 

that permit.  F1 is actually a liquor permit.  I tend to agree with them, the voters dried that precinct up. 

 

Chief Maine – If that’s the case, if the Board of Liquor Control does not issue that permit, there will be 

no beer served there.  They have their own private security firm.  In addition there will be 6-7 police 

officers in addition to a lieutenant I have assigned to be there.  All the security is being paid for by the 

promoters.  I’d like to make it clear and I think the Mayor and the Law Director and everybody else on 

this dais will agree with me, this is not something that the City of Euclid sanctioned that we went out 

to promote.  It was something that they approached the private owners of Inland Sports Plant.  To the 

best of my knowledge, there are no ordinances upon the city books that would allow us to prohibit this 

event.  We’re stuck trying to make the best of a situation that is allowed by free enterprise. 

 

President Cervenik – If in fact your men feel that there is more physical harm being done to an 

individual, do they have the authority to stop the event? 

 

Chief Maine – I would like to defer to the Law Department because I don’t really know the answer. 

 

Director Murphy – They probably could.  The police officers thought that an excessive amount of 

violence or brutality was going on, I think they could step in. 

 

President Cervenik – They do it every day now on the streets.  We’ll keep an eye on it and hopefully 

the information about the liquor permit is correct. 

 

Councilman Gruber – Since we’ve first heard of this I’ve been working with the Mayor, Police Chief 

and Bob Apanasewicz and other city officials.  This is not something that we approve of in the ward.  

However, as you said, there’s no legislation against it.  We have been working closely with the Police 

Chief.  I’ve asked Bob Apanasewicz to personally go out there and check the property.  They are in 

compliance with the requirements needed for this, however the people in the neighborhood and myself 

don’t approve of this type of sport.  They have had wrestling there in the past.  It is basically big time 

wrestling.  We all remember that from the past.  I don’t condone this and I don’t approve of it.  I think 

we should watch this very closely to make sure it doesn’t get out of hand. 

 

Mr. Fred Lisy – 24731 Farringdon Ave.  I guess I’m an optimist.  I came here knowing there was 

lakefront development issues being brought up and I was really happy to see Mr. Koran pass out the 

plans to the community development groups that are interested in it.  As the Mayor can attest, I too, 

attended the Harvard Business School a class on Economic Development.  One of the keys to a 

successful city is working with your community development groups.  Then I hear Mr. Gudenas come 

up and talk about how the community development group has not been consulted or brought into 

consideration to these issues. 

 I’m an optimist.  I want to see the city thrive and move forward.  If we don’t work with our 

community development groups that won’t happen.  It maybe difficult to work with them.  I don’t 

know. If we don’t work with the community development group, it is going to be bad pr for the city.  
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Mr. Lisy -These people have invested their own time into these issues and they should be listened to.  

September 26 is coming up and that’s where it is going to be the public forum for this to be brought up.  

But, I’d like the city to take initiative to work with the community development corporations. 

 I’d like to see plans and objectives passed out to community development corporations and 

they can work together on that so that they can foster a realistic, viable project that can be done in a 

reasonable time period.  That’s my challenge.  Thanks. 

 

Mr. Daryl Langman – 298 E. 257 Street.  Over the past few weeks I’ve heard again the advertising 

campaign both on the radio and somebody told me it was also on television again.  First question 

would be, is that a continuation of the prior contract?  Or, is this a new expenditure for the advertising?  

More importantly, I think hopefully that we can learn from the lack of success from this approach and 

we would take a different approach the next time around. 

 I had a couple of people call and say that the television advertising is running at 2:00 am.  I 

don’t know what the objective is of running it at that time.  I’m not sure if the city has any influence 

over the placement of the advertising, but the people we want to reach through that advertising are not 

going to be up at 2:00 am watching re-runs of whatever. 

 I would hope in the future, if we do an advertising campaign to sell the real top quality 

amenities that we have in this city, that we take a more direct approach.   I would in training and 

quality assurance.  There’s a trade magazine that I subscribe to called Training Today.  If people want 

to sell me items in the training field, that’s the venue they reach me through.  Not through broadcast 

media.  In the future, if we are going to spend upwards of approximately $500,000, we need to get into 

those venues that actually speak to the people that can make decisions about where to locate their 

businesses and if we are going to do television and again it is an expensive media buy, we need to be 

on at times more conducive to the target audience. 

 Not only must you have the correct median, then you must lay out clear objectives of your 

advertising campaign and look for measurable results. 

 I have a question for the Chief.  Some of the people I’ve talked to out on the streets, they ask 

one question over and over again.  I know this is a tough question to handle, but what exactly is the 

approach of the average patrol person to loud noise, loud parties in the evenings.  Many residents 

complain about the neighbors are to loud.  Is the police department proactive?  If they’re on patrol, 

would they stop and go to a house or is that primarily a complaint driven event?  Thank you. 

 

President Cervenik – Mr. Koran, correct me if I’m wrong, but the advertising program both on the 

radio and television is a continuation of the programs ongoing.  The television ads is a program run 

through the Chamber of Commerce.  Special program that Channel 19/43 has out, yes some of the ads 

do run at 2:00 am.  Many ads also run at 11:00; 6:00; 5:00 and all others.  They are on a rotating 

schedule and they try to put them in on different spots.  That’s why they are sometimes on at 2:00.  

People who are up at 2:00, sometimes I’m up 9:00-10:00 and see those commercials.  They don’t 

realize that they are on at that time.  But that is the program the Chamber had Channel 19/43. 

 

Director Koran – The radio is a continuation of this year’s Brokaw campaign.  City Council reduced 

the budget a little bit for this year versus last year.  We did not advertise on the radio during the 

summer.  They have recommenced their radio ads from September through the end of the year and that 

is all part of this year’s contract with Brokaw. 

 

President Cervenik – Chief Maine, noise. 

 

Chief Maine – Mr. Langman to answer your question in one word, yes, it is a complaint driven issue at 

most times.  Everybody has different tolerances.  Everybody’s neighbors have different tolerances and 

what maybe a loud party to you may not be a loud party to somebody else.  For the most part, our 

officers to respond as a result of a complaint.  That’s not to say if there’s a party that is obviously way 

out of hand, that if our officers come across it that they won’t address that situation.  Generally what 

they do, is they will make a one-time advisory to the homeowner, or the person giving the party and 

say it is time to close it down, it is time to quiet it up and if we have to come back then the person 

responsible for the party will be cited for either loud noise or any other appropriate ordinances.  If they 

come back, they are cited.   

 

President Cervenik – We have to back-track for a second.  Mr. Hilf asked two questions one 

concerning the Shore report.  The Clerk does have a copy of the proposal from K&M Management and 

she will probably make copies available tomorrow.  Mr. Koran, he also asked about the 205 project. 

 

Director Koran – Regarding the E. 205 Project.  The building is down.  We are still working with the 6 

companies that submitted proposals back in May and June.   
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Director Koran - Unfortunately the number one bidder at the time has been non-responsive as of late 

which has caused us to start working with the second and third highest bidders.  We are still hopeful 

and anticipating the construction can begin in the spring.  The Law Director and I are working with the 

#2 and #3 bidders to get something before Council hopefully in the fall. 

 

Ms. Lilian Vrencic – I’m here to talk about the water problem that we have on E. 222.  896 E. 222 St.  

September 7th there was no water in the middle of the day.  I own a hair salon by myself.  This was 

one.  January 20, again I was without water.  Nobody told us.  Nobody told anything.  We have 

numbers that we can call, nobody answer or they always busy.  They are very, I don’t know, why we 

have those numbers when we cannot reach anybody.  At 2000 I didn’t have water 9 times.  Out of the 9 

times only once I found a note on the day because of the business next door put a note.  This is very 

irresponsible.  Actually that’s careless.  Somebody has to tell me when I don’t have water.  That’s it.  I 

want an answer tonight if its possible. 

 

Director Gulich – If you have that problem again, please call the Service Department. 

 

Ms. Vrencic – I called.  I have the number here.  Don’t tell me.  I called. Everybody  called.  So don’t 

tell me. Those numbers that I have here ..... 

 

Director Gulich – Please call me, the Service Director or my assistant Mr. Driscoll. 

 

Ms. Vrencic – Can I have your number then? 

 

Director Gulich – I’ll talk to you after the meeting. 

 

President Cervenik – Last meeting Mr. Mlachak and I had a disagreement up here about what should 

and shouldn’t be said.  I did misunderstand Mr. Mlachak’s verbiage and accused him of saying a word 

that ought not be said up here and for that I did apologize to him in writing and I am doing that tonight.  

Because I was really shocked that Harvey could have something like that, I’m glad to know he didn’t.  

However, I also did tell him that I felt that the verbiage and the way it was written caused many of us 

to believe that word was said.  If you only look at the film of the last meeting and look at the 

gentleman in the audience, he had a more shocked look on his face than I did.  But Harvey, I said I 

would apologize and I do apologize to you. 

 

Mr. Mlachak – 23831 Lake Shore Blvd.  Euclid, Ohio.  Mr. Cervenik, two weeks ago you hung me out 

to dry.  You embarrassed me, you shamed me.  You held me up to public criticism and scorn.  You 

threatened to take my rights and/or privileges away under the rights of the First Amendment of Free 

Speech.  Besides you there were eight other people here that in amongst others that did not come to my 

defense.  Mr. Cervenik, I believe like if you heard in the background that I said you weren’t paying 

attention.  You threatened to take my rights away on the first amendment.  Like I said, you hung me 

out to dry.  Therefore, Mr. Cervenik, I will not, I cannot and I do not accept your apology.  Thank you. 

 

President Cervenik – You’re welcome Harvey.  I thought you’d be bigger than that, but that’s okay.  

The job up here can be very tough.  When people start doing play on words and they try to get cute 

with what they are saying, it can be a very difficult thing to control.  I made a call just like an umpire 

would make a call.  Maybe that call isn’t always right.  Maybe everybody doesn’t agree with it.  But I 

agree with my call.  I was big enough to at least acknowledge that the word that was said was not said.  

But I firmly believe that the way you wrote it and the way you said it, your intention was to get the 

reaction that you did get.  But, like I said Harvey, I thought you’d be bigger than that.  Thank you. 

 

Councilwoman McGarry moved to rise and report.  Councilwoman Miller seconded.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

 

COUNCILMEN’S COMMENTS 

Councilman Flowers – Harvey, I came to you.  I suggested that you be allowed to finish.  I’m offended 

that you didn’t give me credit for, I heard what you said and I knew the Council President 

misunderstood it.  But, I came to your defense and I asked for you to finish with the time.  So it wasn’t 

as if, you said eight other people just didn’t do anything.  I take offense to that because I did.  I went 

out on a limb on that.  I’m sure a lot of my colleagues, I was standing right here so that’s why I heard 

what you said.  They probably thought I was nuts coming to your aid, but I knew what you said and 

that’s why I said something.  That’s all I have to say. 
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Councilman Gruber – I’d like to thank all the volunteers that came out and helped us Saturday.  It was 

an enjoyable afternoon.  Bob’s Department and his people did excellent job.  You almost got the swing 

set street, Mr. Chairman.  Meg was out there and Fay and some of the other council people.  It was 

good to see the turnout.  We even had some people from the west side come out that saw it in the 

newspaper to help.  It was a good way to relieve a little tension from the week and again thank you to 

everyone that helped.  Thank you. 

 

Councilwoman Miller – I would like to ask Mr. Gulich about the sign at the point.  There was talk that 

we were going to move that sign because it can’t been seen at Babbitt and 222, the sign that makes the 

announcement.  It was suggested it would be moved over and I just wondered when the plans were to 

move that because I’ve been asked that question. 

 

Director Gulich – We have the owner of Traffpro in the Mayor’s Office approximately a week ago.  

We discussed the possibility of actually moving that box one last time.  It’s really an impossible feat 

just the way the existing underground facilities are there.  It can’t be put underground.  Right now I’ve 

looked at a couple possibilities reconstructing the sign or just moving it.  Its a little to hard just to pick 

it up and move it but a final decision hasn’t been reached on that yet. 

 

Councilwoman Miller – But you are thinking about moving the sign.  I didn’t ask about the box 

because I realize that was a problem. 

 

Director Gulich – It would be a lot easier to move the sign. 

 

Councilwoman Miller – Speaking of the same point, I noticed the signs have been changed when you 

can only turn right on the curb lane.  The middle lane, you can’t turn right anymore, you turn left or go 

straight.  There’s still people turning right and I almost got hit.  The point is I think you might need 

someone down there remind, even though the sign is well marked, you can see it that you can only turn 

right in the curb lane, but they’re still from the middle lane going over. 

 

Chief Maine – Generally when we have a traffic pattern change like that we try and have an education 

period where we don’t start citing people right away.  Our traffic department is down a little bit so we 

don’t have as many people that can monitor those types of things.  But we will soon start citing people 

for making that illegal turn. 

 

Councilwoman Miller – Also I noticed you can turn right, there’s no sign that says you can’t turn right 

on red.  It used to be you couldn’t turn right on red.  Now you can? 

 

Chief Maine – Now you can. 

 

Councilwoman Miller – While your watching that point, you might as well watch as they’re coming 

down 222 Street around Shore, you’ve changed that pattern too.  If you are on the curb lane you have 

to go all the way around and then only the middle lane can go to Lake Shore Blvd., and they’re still 

cutting across, both lanes are still cutting across to go to Lake Shore Blvd. 

 

Chief Maine – We’ll keep an eye on that also. 

 

Councilwoman Miller – By Wendy’s.  The third thing is that we’ve started committee meetings or 

input from the public and from the different organizations for the Knuth Senior Center.  One of the 

committees we are going to have is called Future Users.  That is exactly what it means, Future Users.  

You aren’t ready to use it yet, but perhaps in the future you will be of age to use it and want to use it.  

We are going to have a meeting for the Future Users on Wednesday, September 19th at 7 PM at the 

Knuth Center.  Anyone interested and would like to have input on what the future of Knuth center 

should have in it, we want all kinds of input.  Please consider coming.   

 

Councilwoman Valencic – I want to state publicly that I, too, did go to Harvey’s defense after the 

meeting.  But I did not think it was my position to correct or to criticize you as the Council President 

with your decision.  It is your decision to control the meeting and that’s exactly what you intended to 

do.   

 

President Cervenik – You also need to remember that on February 2nd, Harvey did in fact sit up here 

and say a word that was inappropriate to be said in public.  That also had something to do with my 

decision. 
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Councilwoman Valencic – You don’t have to defend your position.  I understand both sides.  Thank 

you.  Director Gulich, any word on Nationswaste?  Just for the record, I’ve received three more phone 

calls directly after our last Council Meeting.  After people had seen the council meeting here on 

television.  I do have the names and they asked me to bring it up.  They do have 60 days.  You 

mentioned 60 days from September 4th.  I said I’m watching and just keeping track, etc.  Do you have 

anything to add to that? 

 

Director Gulich – As I stated the last time, that date is still looming. October 2nd the owner of the 

company will meet with me and the Law Director sometime later this week. 

 

President Cervenik – It would help to turn those names and numbers into his office.  They’ve got a log 

and are keeping track of complaints. 

 

Councilman Gallagher – Since both ends have spoken about Mr. Mlachak’s comments, I’d like to say 

that I heard exactly what you heard and thought your response was appropriate.  I’d also like to make 

one more comment that several individuals have spoken up from the public podium criticizing plans 

that they have obviously hadn’t even read yet, let alone heard any formal presentation.  I’d encourage 

them to participate rather than detract and invite them to the public presentation.   

 

President Cervenik – We will have an Executive Committee Meeting on September 26th for the GSI 

proposal.  There will be members of GSI there to explain how they got to where they did.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Councilman Flowers moved to adjourn.  Councilwoman Valencic seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Attest: 

 

 

 

____________________________             ____________________________ 

Clerk of Council              President of Council 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


