
COUNCIL MINUTES 

OCTOBER 15, 2001 

 

The regular Council Meeting was held on Monday, October 15, 2001 at 7 PM in the Euclid City Hall 

Council Chamber.  President Cervenik presided. 

 

Members Present: Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller, 

   Valencic, Cervenik. 

 Excused: Flowers 

 

Others Present: Mayor Oyaski, Law Director Murphy, Finance Director Balazs, Parks & 

Recreation Director DeMinico, Administrative Director Johnson, Service 

Director Gulich, Asst. CS&ED Director Gliha, Police Chief Maine, Capt. 

Repicky, Asst. Fire Chief O’Connell, Asst. Service Director Driscoll, Zoning 

Commissioner Hayes, Asst. Chief Housing Inspector Petkovic, Clerk of Council 

Cahill. 

 

COMMUNICATIONS 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail moved to receive and approve without objection a  transfer of a D5 

liquor permit from Ninth Hole Food & Spirits to James J. Doerner, Jr., Dba Fairway Inn at 830 Babbitt 

Road.  Councilwoman Miller seconded.  Roll Call:  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Council has received the following Communications: 

 

A memo from CS&ED Director Koran regarding Euclid Means Business. 

A notice announcing the Quarterly Senior Summit to be held October 18th. 

A summary of legislation on tonight’s agenda by Law Director Murphy. 

 

COUNCIL MINUTES 

Councilwoman Miller moved to receive and approve the Council Minutes of October 1, 2001.  

Councilman Gallagher seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

ADMINISTRATION REPORTS & COMMUNICATIONS 

Director DeMinico – Before our next Council Meeting, the Euclid Orchestra will be holding an Annual 

Concert at Shore Cultural Centre on Sunday, November 4th.  We encourage everyone to come out and 

hear this fine group play.  For ticket information, you can call Recreation at 289-8114.  

 The department is also sponsoring a new program this year that we are really trying to push 

forward.  It is called our Panther Hoops programs.  Five year olds to twelve year olds, youth basketball 

from November through March.  You can contact our office for more information.  Thank you. 

 

Asst. Director Gliha – A couple of things I would like to announce tonight.  Just want to remind 

everyone that on Wednesday at 8:30 AM, Tops Supermarket will have its ribbon cutting.  The store 

will be open to the public at 9 AM.  Everyone that goes there will be very impressed.  It is a beautiful 

store with a lot of amenities. 

 Another new store has opened up in Euclid, it is called Fine Interiors, located at 26300 

Lakeland Blvd.  A substantial amount of rehabilitation has been put into that building and they have 

25,000 sq. ft. of retail space and 60,000 sq. ft. of warehouse.  This enables them to guaranty one day 

delivery of your furniture needs. 

 On Thursday, October 25th, in Council Chambers, starting at 7:30 AM with registration, we 

will be holding our third business symposium with the subject matter being Business Without Borders, 

the Key to Unlocking Your Company’s Global Potential.  We would appreciate anyone who is 

interested, it is open to the public and it is free of charge, but we would like advance reservations.  

Please call  (216) 241-8003. 

 A benefit for the senior program activities will be held on October 28th at the Knuth 

Community Center.  It will be spaghetti, meatball, salad, garlic bread dinner.  Dinner will be served 

from 1-3.  Advance sale tickets are $5, $6 at the door.  Please call the Knuth Center or stop there to get 

advanced tickets.  All funds will go to aiding seniors and special activities. 

 Today we can see we can eat at the Knuth Center, buy all we need to eat at Tops, get a lazy boy 

recliner and learn a lot at our symposium.  Thank you. 

 

Mayor Oyaski presented Memorial Resolution No. 178-2001 to the Family of Joseph Jerse. 
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Chief Maine – On Friday, October 26th, the Euclid Police Athletic League are going to be holding a 

Benefit Night at the Races at Tizzano’s Party Center.  This is a benefit where all the monies will go 

towards our PAL programs, which are an integral part of our Weed & Seed.  I’d like to invite 

everybody to come on out.  The price of $20 will get you a buffet and beverages and a chance to put 

some money on the horse races.  All that will go towards our PAL program.  Councilman Gruber has 

been instrumental in ticket sales.  He has a strong arm and he bends it pretty well.  Maybe he could add 

something else to this. 

 

Councilman Gruber – There are tickets available and if you would like to sponsor a horse, or advertise 

in the brochure, please get a hold of me.  Thank you. 

 

Mayor Oyaski and Chief Maine swore in new police officers:  Michael Neibecker and Jeffrey Krysiak. 

 

Chief Maine – There are certain people here who like to hide their light under a bushel.  People should 

recognize the fact that Mr. Dick  Balazs who has worked with the police and fire pension board for 

many, many years, has now been selected to be on the Board of Trustees.  It speaks a lot to his 

fiduciary abilities that he has been so placed on that committee.  It is a high honor and one that he 

should be well-recognized for.  Thank you. 

 

Mayor Oyaski introduced Judy Brazil from the Euclid Hunger Center.  The Board of Control donated 

$8,000 from the Annual Charity Golf Outing that the Council supports to the Rosemary Home, the 

Open Door Maternity Home and the Euclid Y.  Father Sterk and the six catholic churches hosted a 

spaghetti dinner for the families of the New York firefighters and raised more than $10,000.   

 Euclid Hunger Center is in need of assistance of donations to assist Euclid’s needy families.   

 

Ms. Brazil explained the Euclid Hunger Center program for this holiday season and also introduced the 

volunteers at the Center. 

 

Mayor Oyaski announced Halloween will be celebrated in the City of Euclid on Wednesday, October 

31st, from 6-8 PM.   

REPORTS & COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Councilwoman Miller moved to receive and approve the Fire Report of September, 2001; Humane 

Officer’s Report of September, 2001; Recreation Commission Minutes of 8/21/01; Executive 

Committee Minutes of 9/26/01; Board of Control Minutes of 9/24/01 & 10/01/01; Planning & Zoning 

Minutes of August 21, 2001.  Councilwoman Valencic seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail moved to waive the 24 hour notice and place on the Agenda  Res. 

(506-01).  Councilman Gallagher seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

Councilman Korosec moved to go into the Committee of the Whole for Legislative Matters Only.  

Councilman Gallagher seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Betsy McCort – 51 E. 225.  I’m here tonight and I wrote a letter to everybody that I just handed out to 

clarify why we are interested in changing our name of our street.  I will briefly read it.  I’m the person 

who sent the petition around.  We had two petitions.  It started out with 225, 74% of the residences on 

225 said yes.  11% were unobtainable due to vacancy.  One is in a nursing home permanently and 

inability to locate one owner.  15% said no. 

 On E. 224, 65% said yes and 35% said no.  This is my synopsis of how this came to be. 

After celebrating our Noble Beach Association’s 100th birthday this summer, a number of residents felt 

it would be very appropriate to return to our original street name of Noble Beach Drive, as it was 

named before 1929.  Many of us feel that E. 225th Street does not properly represent the beauty and 

nautical ambiance of our neighborhood nor does it reflect the “Lakefront Community” image being 

promoted by our city.  With the urging from many of my neighbors and councilwoman, I circulated the 

petition for the E. 225th Street name change.  A letter was sent to each E. 225th Street resident 

explaining the proposition at least one week before the petition was circulated, giving everyone time to 

think about the idea.  I asked that anyone with questions or concerns call me.  I received one response. 

 While circulating the petition, it was suggested that E. 224th Street be included in this change 

because we are a neighborhood, not just a street.  “West Noble Beach Drive” was suggested because 

the original name of West Highland Drive, as noted on a 1907 map, was to confusing with Highland 

Road already to our south.  A resident of E. 224th talked with his neighbors while circulating the 

petition but did not have time to send a letter.  In some cases, he tried to reach some E. 224th residents 

but was not able to make contact, thus, a few were not contacted. 
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Ms. McCort - Regarding the letter sent to all of us from Mr. Murphy, our Law Director, “some limited 

amount of dismay from some residents after the name of E. 226th Street was changed to Sunnycliff 

Drive.”   They had to submit address changes to any number of different entities.  I personally can’t 

imagine that anyone who signed our petition was not aware of the necessary address changes that 

needed to be done.   

 Furthermore, the Cuyahoga County Auditor’s Conveyance Department said that we are not to 

change our deeds.  No matter what you don’t do that.  The parcel number on the deed identifies the 

deed, not the address.  The address reflects the address when purchased, not when sold in the future.  

They did suggest the City Council send a certified copy of the Resolution to the County Auditor’s 

office informing them of the change. 

 Do not misconstrue the possible lack of attendance by supporters of this petition at the Council 

meetings as disinterest.  Their signatures on the petitions are their support.  Does anyone have any 

questions about why we did it or why we are requesting it? 

 

President Cervenik – This is a second reading.  We are not acting on this tonight.  The public hearing 

will be on November 5th.  That’s when Council can, if they decide to at that time, take action.  We 

appreciate your input. 

 

Mrs. Dorothy Fike – 20271 Delaware Road.  I have a question on #7, which by the way I don’t have a 

copy of Regina.  May I later?  The one that was added, #8.  I don’t have one at all. 

 

President Cervenik – That’s why we waived the 24 hour rule. 

 

Mrs. Fike – I’d like to know the amount.  It says grants.  Does that mean more than one is going to be 

applied for?  I’d like to know the amount of them please. 

 

Mr. Tallis George Munro – I’m a resident of E. 225 St. Euclid.  I want to thank the Council and 

Council President for the opportunity to speak to this matter tonight.  I think it is very important.  I 

oppose the street name change for two reasons.  Admittedly the first one is very selfish reason, the 

second one is more community minded and perhaps the most important reason. 

 First the selfish reason.  As a resident of Euclid and a new resident on E. 225 St., my wife and 

I, family and household, do not want to go through all the necessary changes that we would need to 

make, both in terms of finances, time and effort, in order to comply with opinions of fellow residents 

of the street.  We don’t want to update our Ohio Driver’s License, buy new bank checks, update 

financial records, update our university and school records, update health care records, change of 

address at post office, subscriptions.  I do disagree with Ms. McCort, I did check with the probate 

court, there would necessarily be a legal name change on the legal description of the home upon sale of 

the home.  That would entail attorney fees.   For the purely selfish reason, I don’t want to go through 

all the expense and time to do that.  It’s a hassle.  

 But, I can put all those selfish reasons aside, and accept the decision of the community, if it 

had been done properly and with due process.  It was ill-conceived and not done with due process.  

What do I mean?  Ms McCort says that she could not assume that people having signed the petition 

couldn’t realize the full ramifications of what it would mean.  In the petition that I looked at when Ms. 

McCort came to my home, there was no mention of all the hidden costs and all the hidden time and 

expense it would take a resident to make.  Indeed on the letter which was distributed, it is really 

addressed to MBA members and friends.  I’m not a MBA member.  It was addressed to the local 

association on the street.  The only mention of a possible change in address and what this all may mean 

would be, “the post office told me that as long as they remember Noble Beach Drive was East 225th 

Street, they will deliver mail addressed to E. 225 St.”  Not good enough, I’m sorry. 

For those households such as mine who want to keep accurate records, and we do, we would 

need to make all the necessary changes with our address.  The due process part is, that this petition and 

this letter was not written correctly.  It did not duly inform residents of what it would mean. 

When I was approached by Ms. McCort that very sunny day in July, I almost signed that 

petition.  I had it in my hand.  I had that pen in my hand.  But then I looked at Ms. McCort and I asked, 

but I would have to change my credit card address, wouldn’t I?  And she said yes.  Then I knew that 

this petition was not right.   

I ask the Council to reject this proposal and furthermore I ask the members here who really 

want this proposal to go forth, they should go back and write it correctly.  They should write it 

correctly with full disclosure of what it would mean to the residents. Walk the street once again and 

have people sign it. At that point, with full disclosure, people want the name change, God bless them 

and the more power to them.  Thank  you very much. 

 

Councilman Gallagher moved to rise and report.  Councilman Gruber seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 
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LEGISLATION 

 

     Ord. (502-01) Rezone Incinerator Property 

An ordinance rezoning 27700 South Lakeland Blvd. from UR3 use district to U-6 use district and 

further amending Ord. No. 2812.  (Sponsored by Planning & Zoning Commission) 

 

First Reading.  Public Hearing November 19, 2001. 

 

 

     Ord. (462-01) Rezone Vacant Land 

An ordinance rezoning vacant land across from Euclid Hospital from U-2 to U-1 use district and 

further amending Ord. No. 2812.  (Sponsor Planning & Zoning Commission) (Recommended for 

passage by P&Z Commission) 

 

Second Reading.  Public Hearing November 5, 2001. 

 

  Ord. 170-2001 (504-01) Bids Hydrants 

An ordinance authorizing the Director of Public Service of the City of Euclid to enter into a contract 

after advertising for bids for the installation and/or repair of fire hydrants for a period of one year, 

commencing at midnight, December 31, 2001 and ending December 31, 2002, with an option to renew 

the contract for a one year period for the year 2003. (Sponsored by Councilman Gallagher by request 

of Service Director) 

 

Councilman Gallagher moved for passage, Councilman Korosec seconded. 

 

Director Gulich – I’ll ask my assistant, Mr. Driscoll, to discuss this proposed legislation. 

 

Asst. Director Driscoll – Occasionally fire hydrants are damaged during motor vehicle accidents.  Per 

our agreement with Cleveland Water Department, it is the city’s responsibility to repair and/or replace 

those hydrants when that occurs.  This contract will allow us to have a contractor on call to make those 

repairs when it becomes necessary.  So far this year we’ve replaced12 hydrants for approximately 

$10,000.  The City recoups that costs from the driver’s insurance company whenever possible.  

Previously this has been a one year contract and we are asking this year you authorize us to enter into a 

one year contract with an option to renew again based on the satisfactory performance of a contractor 

for an additional year in order to save advertising costs. 

 

Councilman Korosec moved to close debate, Councilman Gallagher seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Councilwoman McGarry moved to suspend the rules, Councilwoman Miller seconded.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller, Valencic, Cervenik. 

Passed. 

 

  Ord. (488-01) Rename E. 225 

An ordinance renaming East 225th Street, extending from Lake Shore Blvd. to Lake Erie, to Noble 

Beach Drive.  (Sponsor Councilwoman McGarry) 

 

Second Reading.  Public Hearing November 5, 2001. 

   

  Ord. (489-01) Rename E. 224 

An ordinance renaming East 224th Street, extending from East 225th Street to Edgecliff Drive, to West 

Noble Beach Drive.  (Sponsored by Councilwoman McGarry) 

 

Second Reading.  Public Hearing November 5, 2001. 

 

  Res. 171-2001 (506-01) Weed & Seed Grant 

A resolution authorizing the Mayor of the City of Euclid, or his designee, to take the necessary steps to 

submit an application for grants as a “Weed & Seed” site through the United States Department of 

Justice.  (Sponsored by Mayor Oyaski) 

 

Councilman Gallagher moved for passage, Councilwoman Miller seconded. 
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Chief Maine – This authorization allows us to make application to be recognized for an additional 5 

year period as an official Weed & Seed site.  In the years past that those grants have been $125,000 for 

the Weed & Seed and an additionally $50,000 a year for asset forfeiture.  We are one of only a few 

sites in the whole country that has been recognized and has been accredited.  It is a real testament to 

Charles Eduardos and now Krystal Skivora who really made this program profession. As well as the 

people in the community and the officers that work in our community policing unit.   

 

Councilman Gallagher – What is the matching requirement to the City?  The cost to administer this 

grant? 

 

Chief Maine – There is no matching requirement and the cost of administering is negligible.   

 

Councilman Korosec moved to close debate, Councilwoman McGarry seconded.  Yeas: Unanimous. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller, Valencic, Cervenik. 

Passed. 

 

 

CEREMONIAL RESOLUTIONS 

  Res. 168-2001 (503-01) Joseph Jerse 

A resolution in memoriam of Joseph A. Jerse who passed away on September 20, 2001 at the age of 

82.  (Sponsored by Mayor Oyaski and the entire Council) 

  Res. 169-2001 (505-01) Bethlehem Church 

A resolution of congratulations to Bethlehem Lutheran Church on the auspicious occasion of its 100th 

Anniversary.  (Sponsored by Mayor Oyaski and the entire Council) 

 

Councilwoman Miller moved for passage, Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail seconded.   

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller, Valencic, Cervenik. 

Passed. 

 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

Councilman Korosec moved to go into the Committee of the  Whole.  Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail 

seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Ms. Joan Clinefelt – Currently at Hilltop Village.  My duplex has been vacant for 3 years.  So far I’ve 

paid $393.18 in water bills.  Today I called the Division of Water.  This bill was for $13.54 for water 

and $30.91 for sewage, $44.45.  I called and asked if they would come read my meter.  When I sell my 

house, will you read my meter and will I get the money back because it has not been used.  The 

consumption, cubic feet, 0.0 all the time.  He said no, that’s an ordinance and take it up with City Hall.  

I’m taking it up with City Hall.  I want my $393.18, but I’ll be willing to pay how much I actually owe. 

 

Director Gulich – I’ll be glad to talk to you after the meeting and we’ll call the Cleveland Water 

Department on your behalf.  I’ll talk to you after the meeting.   

 

Ms. Clinefelt – I wasn’t concerned about it, except when I sell the house, then I thought they should 

read the meter and I would pay for what I owe.  He said no, I’ve paid all these bills, up until now. 

 

President Cervenik – Mr. Gulich will handle this if you give him a copy of the bill after the meeting.  

The people in his department will be able to help you. They have some people they can call directly, 

rather than a service representative.  They’ll be able to help you out. 

 

Ms. Clinefelt – When I had my house inspected three years ago, it went through escrow twice and that 

fell through.  Now, I have to have it inspected again.  That time it was $100 and now it is $190.  I 

repaired all the electrical things and all that.  I’ve got $190 in my briefcase and I’ll be going to the 

housing department tomorrow to make an appointment for somebody to come. 

 

Mr. Joseph Udovic – 21371 Naumann.  I’m not a well person, I’ve still have a little bit of a head cold 

so you have to excuse me.  I’m first going to start off with a story and then I’m going to ask my 

questions. To be honest with you, I really didn’t pay attention, but some woman in Texas paints Elvis’ 

picture on shovels.  It is known as the Shovel of Shiley.  For now on Euclid’s going to be knows as the 

Jaws of Joseph. That’s my little story for the evening. 
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Mr. Udovic - Question, I’ve been reading in the Journal about the Shore Cultural Centre deal.  Mr. 

DeMinico, where do you stand and what would you like to see Shore Cultural Centre become?  What 

do you think would be a future use for that facility?  Anybody on City Council can answer the second 

one.  The way I understood this deal to happen or was supposed to happen, K.M. Management, we 

were supposed to sell, give them $850,000 in exchange they get the building, they get to modernize it.  

We have a minority or 15% say of what goes on in the building.   

 Currently me and family own interest in my landscape company.  If I sell 61% of my stock, I 

have no say in what my company is going to do.  You could take my company to Texas, I can’t stop it.  

Why aren’t we going to have some final say and keep majority control in the building. 

 Also what I would like to comment on, is sometime ago on City Council we spent all this 

money on this Brokaw advertising scheme.  I think it cost $800,000 or so.  This past Saturday, it was a 

beautiful day, I was eating at Wendy’s, I walked across the street to the park.  I noticed that the triangle 

has vandalism.  Some of the retaining wall blocks are turned over.  Weeds are growing in beds.  

Graffiti is written on the benches.  There are maybe 5-7 bricks that are missing.  I don’t know if 

someone took them out and stole them or if they are being engraved.  The question is it is a beautiful 

park we have there in front of a supposedly historic building that was nominated, no one is taking care 

of it.  Why couldn’t some of that advertising money have gone to maintaining the park?  If we want 

Euclid to look its best like Fay Miller said, the City of Euclid is a gem that constantly needs polishing.  

Why aren’t we working on things to make it look better so maybe we can get people to come in and 

invest in our community. 

 Election time is coming up real soon.  My vote is going to be for people who want to see, or 

people who want to make this Council gel together, work together on the issues that are at hand, so we 

can make some final decisions on some of these things that are plaguing us.  Century Corners, Invoy 

Inn, Euclid Square Mall, marina development. That is what my vote will be going for come November.  

I think it is time we put away all our individual little desires, work as one group. This is a problem we 

have, how are we going to best look at this problem and how we best are going to solve it.   

 I’ve got a question for the Police Chief.  I called you some time ago about stop sign, if it could 

be moved further by 210 because people by 213, they are still whipping down that corner to go down 

to Arbor.  It is not doing to much over there.  If it could be moved closer to 210.  I was talking to a 

resident on Arbor, school kids are harassing him, drawing that silly string out of cans, on his bushes.  

When he tells them not to do it, they give him the bird or say something derogatory to him.  One time, 

a year ago or a year and a half ago, I don’t remember when it was, he said he called the police.  The 

police officer said all we can do is take a report.  If you catch the person, hold the person, then we will 

arrest the person. That doesn’t sound to me like a very nice attitude.  Maybe these people don’t know 

who the person is, but couldn’t you have some sort of patrol back there during school time if 

vandalism is occurring back there or kids are hanging around there, they could be told to move about? 

 

Chief Maine – Mr. Udovic I know when we put up that stop sign about a year ago, we did it with the 

traffic study that was done by Mr. Grida.  While both of those locations were ones that you had 

suggested, the one we ended up using was because it was justified by the traffic survey. There are 

certain guidelines that the State of Ohio uses in the erection of the stop signs, especially at t-bone 

intersections, it is not a 4 way intersection, it is a three-way.  The conditions are much more stringent 

there.  To make a short answer to question for request, we can’t move it down to 210 because it has to 

stay at 213 because it meets the requirements for stop signs there.   

 In terms of acting on behalf of your neighbor, if there is a problem there, I would encourage 

him and if you want to give me after the meeting his name and phone number, I’ll be glad to call him 

myself.  I would certainly encourage him to call when he’s having a problem with these kids and we’ll 

get there as quickly as we can.  We’ll also try to have someone in the area on those days where we are 

not busy, but I certainly can’t guaranty that we’ll be there all the time.  I would never encourage 

anyone to go out and try to apprehend somebody’s that is giving somebody else a hard time.  That’s 

what we are here for.   

 

Mr. William Hilf – 891 E. 237.  891 E. 237 St.  I’ll start this off on a down note.  It is official, the 

Indians are done for the year, 3 to 1.  I’m actually glad to see the K.M. Quality Management Proposal 

has been removed as legislation.  I thought there was several problems with it.  But I see there’s a 

chance it is going to be revisited and I can see that Ken Roberts and K.M are already starting their PR 

campaign.  To some of the comments he made, now is a prime opportunity for everybody who 

opposed it to put their money where their mouth is.  Problem with that statement was it was our money 

that he was putting in his mouth.   

 He talks about the fact that some of us hold sentimental value in the building and that we’ve 

inflated the value because of that.  I’m up here, I was against the proposal.  If it comes back in the form 

that it was, I’ll still be against it.  I have no sentimental value in the building.  
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Mr. Hilf -  I’ve been a resident of Euclid for slightly over a year.  I’ve been using the building for 

slightly over 4.  I didn’t go to school there.  It doesn’t hold any memories for me as a school building.  

So that argument doesn’t hold any water. 

 Finally his third statement was, here’s the challenge.  If you think what we do is easy, let them 

do it.  This is directed to those of us who went to the meetings and opposed it.  To him I say this, we 

don’t want to do what K.M. does.  That is not our vision for the building.  We don’t see it as an 

economic engine.  We see it as a community center for the use of ordinary Euclid citizens.  Again, in 

every article we seem to mention the fact that it is a $200,000 deficit, which I will again remind 

everybody that the administrative costs.  Shore brings in slightly over $200,000 for fiscal year 2000.  

The $200,000 deficit is 25% of the Parks & Recreation Director and his assistants salary and benefits 

and any other costs.  That is for three janitors, the director of the building and his secretary.  It is 

claimed the sale of this building would have eliminated a $200,000 deficit but no real facts were given 

to that.   

 The Council President’s statement that 90% of this deal is good and we have a certain faction 

of people who are going to pick on the part that needs to be worked on.  It is everyone’s right to 

criticize, that’s politics.  We’ll I guess I’m part of that certain faction.  But not only do I have a right to 

criticize, have a responsibility to criticize and question because that’s the only way details come out.  

The most wrong with this vision and proposal was the fact that a city that currently has $610,000 of tax 

revenue loss that hasn’t come in this year would be willing to give away $850,000 and control the 

building for 15% of a minority interest and the only way to recoup the money is if they are capable of 

selling the building that we gave away for $1 for over $6 million. 

 Now, I’ve also heard the argument that all we do is come up here and criticize.  There is a little 

bit of a valid point but part of that is we don’t get quoted in any of the newspaper articles.  The Plain 

Dealer and the Euclid Sun Journal does quotes from council members, council president and from 

members of K.M.  We’ve never had a chance to have anything quoted.  We’ve been given a paragraph 

to say what we think is wrong with it and we’re paraphrased and summarized.  But that’s okay.  I can 

understand that, it’s fine.  But, what I would like to say is the last thing we heard before the summer 

break was about a citizen’s committee that was going to meet and it was going to be chaired by 

Councilwoman McGarry.  I volunteered for it and never heard anything about it.  That would be a 

good idea to bring back up.  If the building was better promoted, it would make more money.  One of 

the things that should be done is a questionnaire for the tenants.  Let’s find out what they think is 

working and what’s not.  Let’s get them involved in this process.  Let’s get the citizens of Euclid 

involved in this because it requires their input because it belongs to them.   

 Ideas and proposals such as this would work better and go over much better if everyone felt 

involved.  Instead of the information coming out from a small few.  That was one of the things that 

came up at the tenant’s meeting that K.M held at Shore.  The tenants had heard this committee being 

formed, and people were going to be able to be a part of it and the next thing we heard, all of sudden, 

somebody is going to buy the building out from them.  

 I’m saying this, if it’s always criticism, and no one wants to have any proposals, I propose let’s 

have the citizen’s committee.  I’m volunteering to be on it.  I’m volunteering to put as much time and 

energy that needs to put into it to make that building a success as a city building.  Shore should be a 

city community center serving the people of Euclid and not handed over to private enterprise. 

Thank you. 

 

Mr. Joe Janosik - 26381 Farringdon Ave.  Tonight I am going to read a portion of an e-mail letter that 

was sent to Mary Jo Minarik, Editor in Chief of the Euclid Observer Newspaper by Mr. Erik Tollerup, 

Euclid Housing Department Manager.  The letter is dated Friday, August 31, 2001, Miss Minarik 

called Mr. Tollerup and verified that, in fact, he was the person that sent the letter.  On September 13th, 

Miss Minarik personally delivered a copy of the letter to Mayor Oyaski, Law Director Murphy, 

Director Koran and every member of this current City Council.  Have any of you that were delivered a 

copy of this letter taken the time to contact Miss Minarik about its most appalling contents? 

 And now I quote from Mr. Tollerup:  Mary Jo, once again, you have proven your inability to 

accurately state facts.  Even more troubling, Mary Jo, you went against your word about fact checking.  

This demonstrates to me that you are nothing more than a mud-raking hack.  There is no such thing as 

selective code enforcement in this town.  If I wanted to be selective, Mary Jo, don't you think you'd be 

a prime candidate?  As far as Joe Janosik, he doesn't own the house; his wife does.  And they are in 

arrears with the County in their property taxes.  What a patriot, a non-taxpaying load on the City.   

 Second, his wife is prosecuted to have the home inspected.  They were never asked to pay the 

$190 fee.  And they transferred the home twice.  I guarantee that if an electrical problem causes a fire 

you'll be the first to criticize the Housing Department for not having it inspected. 

 Third, the guy promised the Mayor and I to have the house sided 14 months ago.  And now he 

wants to play dumb?  I truly look forward to this case going in front of the judge.  End quote, I won't 

read the rest. 
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Mr. Janosik - The next two paragraphs of this letter contain very vulgar language that forbid me to read 

them aloud as they are written.  However, well, we don't want to have another Harvey Mlachak deal 

here.  Okay?  However, I will say that the 'f ' word  is fully written twice in those paragraphs.  And the 

other word that's written twice is commonly abbreviated with two letters bs.  Mr. Tollerup concludes 

his letter by stating, you'll be seeing me around.  Signed, Erik Tollerup. 

 In the first line of Mr. Tollerup's letter, he states and I quote once again, you have proven your 

inability to accurately state the facts.  He also challenged you about your fact checking.  It is Mr. 

Tollerup who failed to check the facts.  In fact, our property taxes were paid in full prior to the July 

11th due date.  If Mr. Tollerup would have checked with the County Tax Office, he would have known 

our taxes were paid.   

As for the issue of residing our house, Mr. Tollerup again misrepresented the facts.  I never, 

never promised him and/or the Mayor to have the house resided; and I have written proof of that.  I 

along with many other people who have read the letter in its entirety that Mr. Tollerup has written are 

appalled that his employment with the City has not been terminated.  

Mr. Mayor, according to our attorney, Stan Stein, you have the power to fire Mr. Tollerup at 

your will.  I understand that he is not protected by Civil Service or any union.  Since you have not done 

so in light of this outrageous, vulgar, intimidating, threatening and defaming letter, it is an indication to 

me that you, as Mayor of the City, support and perhaps even condone Mr. Tollerup's actions.  It is 

obvious that you have given virtually unlimited power to Mr. Tollerup as Housing Department 

Manager and Mr. Mayor, it is of my opinion that you are accountable for Mr. Tollerup's actions.  I 

believe that your failure to fire Mr. Tollerup is a derelict of duty as Mayor of Euclid.  This city 

government really needs a house cleaning and that can start by ousting the current City Council at the 

November 6th election.  

Council President Cervenik, there are numerous reasons for the people of Euclid to vote you 

out of office on November 6th, but one particular is the way that you at the September 4th Council 

meeting embarrassed, shamed and held Euclid resident Harvey Mlachak up to public criticism and 

scorn.  You threatened to take away his rights and/or privileges under the First Amendment of Free 

Speech only to find out that it was your error.  You did apologize to Mr. Mlachak, but the damage was 

done.  I do not blame Mr. Mlachak for accepting your apology. I sincerely hope that you are defeated 

in the November 6th election.  Thank you. 

 

Mr. Ed Gudenas – 24555 Lake Shore Blvd.  I happened to have run into Mr. Udovic at the Surveyor's 

Triangle Park Saturday and that's why I came up here.  That was an important project when I was in 

City Council to put that park together.  And I walked through it and I was very disappointed that it 

looks so nice when you drive by but when you take a look at it close up, there is significant neglect 

there.  We had Lincoln Electric donated, I think, $7,000 for one of those mounded gardens over there, 

$7,000.  Their sign has been vandalized, torn in half, graffiti on it.  You could barely read their name 

but yet this is allowed to stand there.  The bricks that were mentioned are torn up.  They're just laying 

all over the place; some are missing.  There's beer cans; there's litter; there's graffiti.  It looks nice from 

the street; but when you look down deep, it's not very impressive if you're actually in the park.  In fact, 

it was somewhat depressing.  All the water was drained already.  And as we all know for the past 4 

years, whatever it is, that fountain has not worked.  It's sort of actually counter to what the whole 

purpose of that park was.  The purpose of the park was to show that Euclid's on the ball.  We've got a 

nice public square, town center, heart of downtown Euclid.  That we're rebuilding.  We're making the 

place look good.  We know how to take care of things, but it's sending the wrong symbol today in that 

we're not taking care of it.  And I think it's very important.  No one has proposed yet to tear out the 

park and put a parking lot in so in the meantime I would suggest strongly that we send somebody over 

there to walk through it.  The signs that are vandalized should either be removed or replaced with 

something that can stay on a more permanent basis that won't be vandalized.  And here's my question, 

who in this room can say to the public that that fountain will work again?  Clay Matthews put up 

$10,000, Clay Matthews Pontiac, for that fountain and it hasn't worked for like 4 years.  Is there one 

person in this room?  I know we have some design issues whatever, can say that we can make it work?  

The reason I say that if we have ambitious plans to build $300 million marina and redevelop this, that 

and whatever; but if we can't get the only fountain we have in the City of Euclid that's public.  We 

have one in the entire City of Euclid that's open to the public that people can see without going inside 

somewhere or some place.  We have one.  If we can't get one fountain to work, how will people have 

confidence in our government to build marinas and office buildings and civic centers and whatever 

else and turn other things around.  It's very important, at least to me it is, to show that we can take care 

of something and get it where to who's going to be responsible if anybody and when will that work?  

Because 4 years is about enough time.  Thank you. 
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Director DeMinico - Mr. Gudenas, I'm responsible for the park. I appreciate yourself and Mr. Udovic 

bringing it to my attention.  I think you know the pride and care that our department has in our City.  

I'm unaware of blocks missing and bricks missing.  We'll certainly take a look at it tomorrow.   

In regards to the fountain, we have had a couple of architects take a look at it.  The design is 

lacking in some areas.  Perhaps you may know of an architect that specializes in that.  Again, I've made 

some contact with some people and, unfortunately, have been unsuccessful at this point.  But certainly, 

I'll be glad to talk to you about it and we will address the other issues tomorrow. 

 

Mr. Gudenas - I still have a minute here.  Do you have a budget to fix this thing?  In other words has 

anybody appropriated any money to take care of it?  The fountain. 

 

Director DeMinico - We have our operating budgets that we use out of the Parks Department. 

 

Mr. Gudenas - Do you have anything set aside to repair it? 

 

Director DeMinico - We don't have anything set aside.  We had a couple of ideas we talked about for 

that area to eliminate the fountain.  Some different types of construction, never a conclusion was made 

to that.  I would like nothing better than to see some type of new design in the front there.  That would 

cost a little bit more money than just refixing that fountain. 

 

Mr. Gudenas - Okay, what was going to decide what your budget is for that if anything?  Do you have 

$1?  In other words 

 

President Cervenik - You know how the system works.  Mr. DeMinico will give us a proposal during 

budget hearings.  If Council feels they want to appropriate the money for his project, we shall do that. 

 

Mr. Gudenas - So will that be done?  Will there be a proposal?  I mean it's been 4 years. 

 

Director DeMinico - As a matter of fact, Mayor Oyaski has asked me to put a proposal together for the 

front of Shore. 

 

President Cervenik - Anyone else? 

 

Rev. Owens - 24951 N. Lakeland Blvd.  I rise tonight because first of all I want to say thank you for 

the Chair and the City Council for the issues that they faced with our church.  A couple of weeks ago 

when I came here prior to our coming for our rezoning I just wanted to say that there's some things that 

really concerned me.  I talked to a gentleman; his name is Kent Smith.  I guess he was working in the 

unity for Euclid department.  I guess he's moved on and I don't know if that position is available or not.  

A couple of months ago or a month or so ago as I sit here in the City Council I was watching and 

listening to some of the conversation.  And I know many of you work very hard on this and I know you 

do, Mr. Cervenik, and the Mayor works very hard on this and works on our unity.  One of the things 

that has concerned me concerning our community is some of the things that even came out during our 

episode of our rezoning a piece of property. 

 I think there needs to be someone or something that needs to come in and understands that 

we're a community that stands together.  And especially whenever we have a country, when our 

country is going to battle.  Some of the issues that I hear like for instance, the park, I know there's 

some issues about cleaning up the park.  By the way I've got about 20 guys in our church, if you need 

cleanup, just let us know, we'll go over for free and we'll go over and clean something up, pick up.  I've 

always learned that if you want something cleaned up, just call and ask and we'll do that if you'll call 

me and let us know.  But I think you need somebody to work on this and I would encourage you.  I 

know you're working hard on this.  I would even say put some kind of committee together and deal 

with some of the issues to know that we are our brother's keeper.  This is our community and we need 

to stand together.  I look forward to the opportunity.   

I know that we're supposed to be having a Council meeting or a meeting between Mr. Korosec 

and some of the people of the community.  We're waiting on the opportunity.  I've never received a 

phone call.  I look forward to that.  One of the members of the community did call me after the 

meeting on Monday night and apologize.  Apologize for the foul language that was used in one of the 

meetings.  And we've sat done on two different occasions now and had some discussion and I think 

that's what's important.  A community that will come together and understand that we're a community 

that needs to come together as a community and there's a lot of issues that I think fly with a lot of 

people and I think we have a lot of concerns and all of us wants what's best.   
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Rev. Owens – I  want my son to be raised in a nice community where there are people that care about 

each other and that neighbors speak to each other and not people that are angry and mad all the time 

about the different issues.  I would encourage you and I encourage the City Council and more to do so 

and look forward to Mr. Korosec calling me and letting me know when that meeting is.  Thank you. 

 

Councilwoman Gallagher moved to rise and report; seconded by Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail.  

Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

COUNCILMEN'S COMMENTS 
Councilman Gruber - First of all, I'd like to thank the people on 224th and 226th streets for their 

patience and understanding during the sidewalk rebuilding.  The project is moving along smoothly and 

almost complete.  And I want to assure everybody that before it is complete that Dan Driscoll and 

myself will go through the sidewalks again and make sure everybody's happy with the results. 

 Secondly, Mr. Petkovic, what is the status of the Janosik property? 

 

Mr. Petkovic - At this point, Mr. Janosik has stated, I think about 2 or 3 meetings ago, that he has 

sought legal advice and I don't believe it would be proper at this time to discuss that matter since he 

has an attorney who is reportedly going to take this to the Supreme Court.  I believe that at this time we 

should not discuss this in a public forum. 

 

Councilman Gruber - The house has not been sided? 

 

Mr. Petkovic - Painted nor sided, sir, no. 

 

Councilman Gruber - All right.  Thank you. 

 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail – There are a lot of wonderful activities going on in our community 

for the victims of New York and the community in general.  It was brought to my attention that there 

are several people from the Police Department who have been called up on Reserves and maybe other 

people working in the city.  I just want to ask the community to keep them in their thoughts and 

prayers during this time. 

 

President Cervenik – Councilman Korosec, have you scheduled a meeting for your committee yet 

concerning the zoning issue?  We have quite a few Monday & Wednesday open between now the next 

60 days. 

 

Councilman Korosec – No, a meeting has not been scheduled.  I was going to get in touch with Regina 

some time this week.   

 

Councilwoman McGarry – I want to remind everyone once again of the October 17th, early morning, 

8:30 opening of Tops.  I just wanted to say, when I called the management there and asked them if it 

would be possible to beautify their signs that they have on our main commercial strips, they were more 

than gracious and said they were really happy with the community responding in such a way.  I don’t 

know how many of you have noticed, but they already have a beautiful presentation of mums by all 

their signs and also along the Shore Center strip.  If this is a preview of things to come, it is going to be 

a very good relationship. 

 

President Cervenik – I’d just like to say I spent three hours at St. Christine’s yesterday.  The joint 

churches had a spaghetti dinner for the victims of the fire department in New York City.  The spaghetti 

was phenomenal, the people that came were phenomenal, the volunteers were great.  They deserve a 

pat on the back because they really showed what this community can do when they can pull together.  

There was a lot of people involved and I was very proud to be there.  Things like that happen in the 

City of Euclid constantly and we need to bring them out so more people understand that.   

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail moved to adjourn.  Councilman Korosec seconded.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

 

Attest: 

 

_____________________________    ____________________________ 

Clerk of Council      President of Council 
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