
COUNCIL MINUTES 

November 5, 2001 

 

The regular City Council meeting was held on Monday, November 5, 2001 at 7 PM in the Euclid City 

Hall Council Chamber, President Cervenik presided. 

 

Members Present: Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller, 

   Valencic, Cervenik 

All Present. 

 

Others Present: Mayor Oyaski, Administrative Director Johnson, CS&ED Koran, Finance 

Director Balazs, Law Director Murphy, Parks & Recreation Director DeMinico, 

Service Director Gulich, Ex. Officer Repicky, Asst. Fire Chief O'Connell, Fire 

Prevention Captain Wojtila, Building Commissioner Apanasewicz, Zoning 

Commissioner Hayes, Assist. Service Director Driscoll, Housing Manager 

Tolerup, substitute Clerk of Council Miller 

 

COMMUNICATIONS 

Council has received the following Communications: 

A memo from Zoning Commissioner Hayes regarding Planning & Zoning meeting of October 16th. 

A memo from Parks & Recreation Director DeMinico regarding 2001 Euclid Home Days. 

Order from Ohio Department of Commerce Division of Liquor Control for Yurch Enterprises, Inc. 

A summary of legislation on tonight's agenda by Law Director Murphy. 

 

Council Minutes 
Councilwoman Miller moved to receive and approve the Council Minutes of October 15, 2001.  

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous 

 

Administration Reports & Communications 

Mayor Oyaski - Knowing that tomorrow is Election Day, we will be brief.  First, we want to encourage 

everyone to vote tomorrow at the polls tomorrow between 6:30 a.m. and 7:30 p.m.  I want to wish the 

best of luck to all of the candidates.  I want to remind the Council that on Wednesday Councilman 

Gruber has called a meeting of the Utilities Committee which is the first step into considering an offer 

for electricity for eligible Euclid residents.  It's at 7:00 p.m. in these chambers.  I also want to invite 

Council and all members of the public to honor Veterans Day this Sunday, November 11, 2001 at 

11:00 a.m. at Euclid American Legion Post 343 on Arbor Avenue.  I hope everyone can join us for that 

special occasion.   

And finally, Mr. Chairman, 4 years ago this week I met Forrest Scott on her 100th birthday and 

later this week she will turn 104 so I want to wish Scotty, Forrest Scott, one of Euclid's oldest residents 

a Happy 104th Birthday. 

 

Reports & Committee Minutes 

Councilwoman Miller moved to receive and approve Police Report August & September, 2001 and 

Board of Control Minutes of 10/15/01 & 10/22/01.  Councilwoman Valencic seconded.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

This is the Committee of the Whole for Legislative Matters only.  I want to advise that Item 2 which is 

the rezoning of land across from Euclid Hospital and two pieces of legislation concerning renaming of 

the streets we will talk about during the body of the agenda.  So if you would hold your comments on 

those three items until we reach those.  Anything else on the agenda you can speak about right now.  

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail moved to go into the Committee of the Whole and Councilman 

Gallagher seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Mr. Ralph Plavac - 26802 Huckleberry Dr.  I am treasurer of St. Felicitas Church.  That's a volunteer 

position by the way as are all people I brought with me.  That's what makes bingo successful at St. 

Felicitas.  I'm asking you and urging you to oppose that issue 4 for St. Jerome's.  If you looked at the 

bingo pie over the years, for example, I could tell you in 1995 St. Felicitas we had an average crowd of 

250 people.  Today, it's down to less than 180 and it's going to continue to go down because that bingo 

player is dying off and the young ones do not play bingo.  So how can we ask another bingo to come in 

here and divided that pie even smaller and there goes profits for everybody.  And it doesn't make it 

worthwhile.  So I urge you to oppose that issue.  Thank you. 

 

Law Director Murphy - I will note; it is not noted on our agenda; but under our ordinance that use 

district exception does require three readings.  This is a first reading of that ordinance tonight and 

could be voted on only on a motion by any member of Council to waive the three readings. 
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Ms. Linda White - I am the team leader for all bingo functions at St. Felicitas School located on 

Richmond Road in Euclid.  I've been a St. Felicitas' parishioner for over 20 years and currently have 2 

children enrolled at St. Felicitas.  I have been in charge of bingo for the last year.   

I'm sure that most of you are aware that bingo is a very important and vital part of most 

parochial schools.  It certainly is at St. Felicitas.  The main reason is that it raises funds that help to 

defer the cost of tuition at the school.  It also provides a way for some financial disadvantaged students 

to attend a Catholic school.  The money raised from bingo currently provides approximately 1/3 of a 

student's tuition.  Even with this help the school has found it necessary in recent years to raise tuition.  

This is the main reason for the current decrease in enrollment.  The last increase was met with heavy 

resistance from our students' parents.  St. Felicitas holds bingo sessions on Thursday and every other 

Saturday.  St. Stephen's and Willoughby South hold bingo sessions on the same days.  So our efforts to 

attract bingo customers, thus bingo-generated revenue, has been very, very competitive.   

It has recently come to our attention that St. Jerome Parish plans to come into Euclid, virtually 

under our nose, and conduct their own bingo at the Euclid Square Mall.  That, of course, is the reason 

that we are here tonight.   

We are not opposed to a healthy competition which we already have or another parish trying to 

do whatever it can to better itself.  Our main concern is having a parish come in from another city and 

further divide the already dwindling number of bingo players available to us.  If, as an example, our 

bingo revenues were to drop 40-50%, which is quite possible considering the proximity of the Euclid 

Square Mall to St. Felicitas, and we were to raise our tuition accordingly, the results would be 

disastrous for our school.   

I don't think we are exaggerating or overstating the fact that this type of decrease in bingo 

revenue could quite possibly threaten the future of St. Felicitas School.  Our school has been a great 

success and a model to others of its kind for years.  Our continued commitment to religion, academics 

and citizenship are well documented.  We want nothing more than the City's help in allowing us to do 

what's best.  We want to keep our children in St. Felicitas in Euclid.   

We hope that you can understand our concern and will try to bring this situation to a conclusion 

that serves both the City of Euclid and St. Felicitas.  Thank you. 

 

Ms. Madeline Scarniench - 1511 E. 221.  I don't belong to St. Felicitas; I don't play bingo; but I'm very 

opposed to this.  One other time St. Jerome's tried to come into our City and that was not passed.  I 

think it would be unfair to our churches to allow an outside church to come and take revenues from 

them.  I also would think that this would lead to these bingo parlors being allowed to come in.  Well, if 

you do it for one, you're going to do it for all.  I noticed one's opened up now on E. 185th.  So I think if 

this was to pass it would bring for those people to say if they can do it, so can we.  So I hope you do 

oppose this. 

 Item 17 on the agenda is that correct?  The Polka Hall of Fame with Shore, I don't understand.  

Is that just until they get finished with the renovations they're going to make or are they staying at 

Shore?  Thank you. 

 

Ms. Diane Schmidt - 24700 Puritan Rd.  I am a member of St. Felicitas Parish and my two children 

attend the school there.  I'm also opposed of St. Jerome's coming into our City and running their bingo.  

I believe it will hurt our schools detrimentally.  Thank you. 

 

Mr. William Hilf - 891 E. 237th.  As to item #4 I am a new member of St. Felicitas.  I hadn't planned on 

speaking on this, but I'd have to concur with the comments so far.  I don't see why we as a City should 

be helping churches outside of the City and taking away from the churches that we already have here.  

St. Felicitas is a Euclid church; it already had its bingo and I don't see why it should be having to deal 

with competition from churches outside the City.   

 As to item #16, raising the square footage rates at Shore.  I can see that those are relatively 

modest increases and they are giving a bit of a break to the non-profits that are in there.  First, I'd like 

to see if we're going to raise it 5% for the non-profits and 8% for the for-profits, I'd like to see a 5% 

and 8% improvement in the building.  Since we haven't seen any money put into there and we keep 

hearing about the $200,000 that are just the administrative costs. 

 As to item #17 for the Polka Hall of Fame, I don't see a reason to give them reduced rental rate.  

They don't want to be there.  They came up and said that they didn't want to be there any more.  They 

wanted to move over to the old city hall.  Let'em move out; make them pay the full rate while they're 

there.  There's no reason to give them a rent break when they don't want to be in the building.  Thank 

you. 

 

Ms. Lynette Radisek - 24066 Glenbrook Blvd.  I also have 4 children at St. Felicitas.  I help run the 

bingo and I would really like to see this put to an end.  Thank you. 
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Mr. Harvey Mlachak - 23831 Lake Shore Blvd.  Items 17 through 22.  Like the gentleman before me 

spoke other than the Hunger Center, I don't see why the taxpayers should subsidize any organization in 

the Shore Cultural Centre.  Not too long ago, Tom Everett came here and you guys gave him, I think, it 

was about a year's free rent after he stiffed the City on the rent a few years back.  There was a fellow 

came here, I think, it was a few meetings ago, he wanted to put on display some of his choo-choo 

trains for 2 months at a reduced rate.  You give everybody a reduced rate to subsidize by the taxpayers 

of this City.   

 The Polka Hall of Fame wants to move, I guess their lease is a done deal, they're going to move 

to the old city hall.  They're going to put in an air conditioner that benefits nobody but them.  So 

because they're going to put in air conditioner, you're going to give them 5 years' free rent for credit 

toward the air conditioner; but out of the goodness of their heart, they're going to give you $100/month 

for their utility bills.  You can't run your house for that kind of money.  And I think their rent is based 

on $266.66/month.  Like I said you can't run your house on that kind of money.  Thank you. 

 

Mary Kitko - 24350 Glenbrook Blvd.  I am also opposed to St. Jerome's coming into Euclid. I also 

have 4 children at St. Felicitas and if our tuition had to go up the 1/3 that bingo is subsidizing, we 

would have to leave Euclid.  We would have to take our children out of there.  Thank you. 

 

Lana Kinnal - 9070 Bluejay Lane, Mentor.  I'm on the Advisory Board at St. Stephen's in Euclid and I 

help run the bingo there.  Right now, we're hurting real bad because last year we had average crowds 

of 230 people; we're down to 140-150 people to a week now.  It really gets bad.  We had to close our 

school because we just kept going into debt trying to keep it open.  We're running the bingo trying to 

pay off the debts from the school.  Right now we have at least 3 bingos within a 5-mile radius running 

bingo every Saturday night with alternating churches.  If St. Jerome's came in, they would be not even 

2-1/2 miles away from us.  St. Felicitas is 3-1/4 miles away from us.  That would be 3 bingos running 

within 3 miles.  We wouldn't be able to do it.  No one would survive.  All of the bingos would have to 

close.  So we ask you to vote no.  Thank you. 

 

Linda Erb - 25511 Edgecliff Dr.  I'm speaking about item #3 on the agenda.  I think this is a good idea 

for the downtown Euclid area.  The Jurcisins have proven themselves to be very upstanding members 

of the business community who have really committed themselves to the good of Euclid.  I think it 

needs to be stressed that this is not a bar.  This is a restaurant, a small upscale pizza place.  As I say 

every time I get up here, I'm a lifelong Euclid resident.  I love Euclid, but that doesn't mean that there's 

not room for improvement.  And recently we've had some very big improvements and I think we need 

some small improvements along with that so I urge you to support this.  Thank you. 

 

Councilman Flowers moved to rise and report.  Councilman Gruber seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

LEGISLATION 

 

 Ord. (502-01) Rezone Incinerator Property 
An ordinance rezoning 27700 South Lakeland Blvd. from UR3 use district to U-6 use district and 

further amending Ord. No. 2812.  (Sponsored by Planning & Zoning Commission) 

 

Second Reading:  Public Hearing November 19, 2001. 

 

 Ord. (462-01) Rezone Vacant Land 
An ordinance rezoning vacant land across from Euclid Hospital from U-2 to U-1 use district and 

further amending Ord. No. 2812.  (Sponsor Planning & Zoning Commission) (Recommended for 

passage by P&Z Commission) 

 

President Cervenik - This is a public hearing.  I'm first going to turn it over to Ward 1 Councilwoman 

Holzheimer Gail. 

 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail - This ordinance would rezone the parcel across from Euclid Hospital 

from U-2 which is duplex to U-1 which is single family.  We had a meeting with the neighborhood 

over the summer.  We've had a petition which I believe Council saw when this was first introduced.  

While they would like to see it stay as green space, they know that it is owned by a private person; and 

if it is developed, they would prefer to see single family.  I do believe that that fits in with the rest of 

the neighborhood and I am in support of this and ask Council to as well. 

 

President Cervenik - Commissioner Hayes, Planning & Zoning's reactions? 
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Commissioner Hayes - At the September 18th meeting, Planning & Zoning reviewed this after several 

comments of encouragement to approve this rezoning from residents in the area, Planning & Zoning 

did, in fact, unanimously approve that. 

 

President Cervenik - At this time if there is anyone in the audience that wishes to address this issue, 

please come forward.  Seeing none.  Any other comments of Council?  Seeing none. 

 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail moved to close debate; Councilman Korosec seconded.  Yea:  

Unanimous. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller, Valencic, 

Cervenik. 

Passed. 

 Res. (509-01) Grant Variance to Yurch Enterprises, Inc. 
A resolution granting a variance, pursuant to Chapter 1391 of the Codified Ordinances of the City of 

Euclid, to Paul G. Jurcisin, President of Yurch Enterprises, Inc., to permit the sale of intoxicating 

liquor, wine or beer at his proposed pizza shop located at 21939 Lake Shore Boulevard, Permanent 

Parcel #642-08-083.  (Sponsored by the Planning & Zoning Commission) 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail moved for passage; Councilwoman McGarry seconded. 

 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail - This has been discussed many times.  This has been the story of 

Moss Point Building which was the old Lake Shore Tavern which was once slated for demolition and 

now has been refurbished and is home to 3 businesses including the Chamber of Commerce, Employ 

Works and soon-to-be Beach Club Pizza as well as 3 apartments upstairs that have been fully 

renovated and are currently rented and have not caused any problems.  Not only has this building 

added to the ascetics of the downtown it's also providing taxes for our services. 

 The Jurcisins, who are planning to run Beach Club Pizza and Restaurant, an upscale pizza 

place, would like to be able to serve beer, wine and alcohol with that.  And while Council did object to 

the liquor portion initially the State Liquor Board did deny our objection so they have been granted 

that liquor license.  They have proven themselves successful small business owners.  They are 

investing in our community and in the Moss Point Building.  Again, it's not going to be a bar; it's going 

to be a restaurant and I support their efforts and I support this resolution this evening. 

 

Councilwoman Miller - Point of clarification.  Did we give them Community Block Grant funding for 

this?   

 

President Cervenik - Yes, we did. 

 

Councilwoman Miller - Okay, was there any stipulation in there about liquor license?  About serving 

liquor? 

 

Director Koran - The storefront renovation plan helped fix up the building itself.  The owners, VLP, 

applied for and received and Council approved a storefront renovation grant.  There were no 

stipulations about a liquor license.  You may recall during the discussion that this City Council asked 

or talked about how they didn't want to have a bar in there because that was what was in there before.  

And I think as Councilwoman Gail has mentioned, this is not going to be a bar; it's going to be a pizza 

shop that's going to happen to serve beer and wine.   

 

Councilwoman Miller - Okay now.  Something happens where the pizza shop does not make it and it 

has a liquor license.  Can he then turn it into a bar?  To a tavern at that time? 

 

President Cervenik - Absolutely. 

 

Law Director Murphy - The answer to that question is yes.  Once the Department issues a liquor 

license, the liquor license goes with the property and that could become a bar. 

 

Director Koran - We met with the owner of the building and Mr. & Mrs. Jurcisin and in the lease, I 

have not seen a copy myself, but in the lease, the lease with the owners is with a pizza shop.  The 

owners could stop a bar from moving in there on their own.  The City would not have any power if this 

is approved.  The owners of the building , VLP, Rick Semersky.  The lease is with them.  And in the 

lease it states just a pizza shop. 
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Councilwoman Miller - Okay.  Well, I have a concern because the neighbors in that area.  I know 

families in that area have stated that they do not want another tavern at the end of the street.  And I just 

have a concern over that and how we can monitor this to make sure it does not develop into a problem. 

 

President Cervenik - Councilwoman Miller, I did appear before the Liquor Board that Council did 

object to the original issue of the permit and we did lose.  But I did bring up those objections from 

conversations that we had when we were putting money into this building and I brought up the 

problems that we did have when it was Lake Shore Tavern.  Since the Lake Shore Tavern has been 

closed, I think we've added approximately 25 parking spots that can be used by the restaurant.  I talked 

with Jurcisins shortly after our hearing with the Board and we came to an understanding.  I told them 

that I do believe that they are good business people and that I would be willing to work with them if 

we did, in fact, lose the hearing which I was pretty sure we would.  We normally lose those.  I think 

there was only one and that was really an outstanding case.   

 The one thing we do have and the neighbors have is that's the only establishment in that 

precinct that has a liquor permit.  And if at any time it caused a nuisance to the neighborhood or wasn't 

run the way we expect it to be run by the Jurcisins, it could very simply be turned into a dry precinct.  

It would not hurt any other business in the downtown Euclid.  I don't think it will come to that after 

talking with Mr. Jurcisin and his wife.  They're very interested in making it a very nice, upscale pizza 

place where you can get an alcoholic drink if you so desire.  So I sort of backed off and I told them I 

would not proceed further.  Partly because the Law Director advised me that we probably wouldn't 

win.  So I think we just need to keep an eye on it and I think the Ward 1 Councilperson is aware of the 

problems there and she's going to be the first one to get the phone calls if there's a problem.  She'll be 

the first one that will need to deal with it. 

 

Councilwoman Miller - I do know that the Liquor Board does award license.  It's very difficult to have 

them say no to something and I do understand that.  But I just think that we're just going to have to 

monitor it.  Because my concern is I don't have a problem with it being a pizza shop and maybe 

serving beer, wine, whatever with it.  But I just have a concern because there was a pizza restaurant 

across the street that closed.  And there's pizza places around that have closed because they have not 

made it and my concern is once they have this liquor license what can develop in that place instead of a 

pizza.  So that's my concern. 

 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail - I just want to reiterate as Director Koran said.  The owners of the 

building, who have the lease with Beach Club Pizza do not intend to allow a bar there either.  So they 

can make that very clear and they know the struggles that we've had in accepting this liquor permit. 

 

Councilwoman Miller - And that is also in the lease you said? 

 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail - Yes. 

 

Mayor Oyaski - I support the position of the Ward 1 Councilwoman on this.  It should be called the 

Semersky Building.  It shouldn't be called the LST anymore.  It's far improved from what we started 

out with.  I met with the Jurcisins.  Mr. Semersky sat in my office and assured me that it would not be 

a bar.  He does not want a bar there.  He has an even greater interest than even we do.  So I think the 

Jurcisins are committed to running a nice restaurant there and I think it will be a positive addition to 

the neighborhood. 

 

Councilwoman Miller - I just wanted to bring that point up so it would be in the minutes. 

 

Mayor Oyaski - Point well taken. 

 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail moved to close the debate; Councilwoman Miller seconded.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller, Valencic, 

Cervenik. 

Passed. 

 

 Res. (510-01) Use District Exception to St. Jerome Church 

A resolution granting a Use District Exception, pursuant to Chapter 1375 of the Codified Ordinances 

of the City of Euclid, to St. Jerome Church to permit a bingo operation in a U-4 (Wholesale/Retail) use 

district, in the Euclidian Room at Euclid Square Mall located at 100 Euclid Square, Permanent Parcel 

#648-03-003.  (Sponsored by the Planning & Zoning Commission) 
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Councilman Gruber moved for passage; Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail seconded. 

Councilman Gruber moved to waive the rules; Councilman Korosec seconded. 

 

Councilman Gruber - Not only am I worried about the health of St. Felicitas Church, I'm worried about 

what we're turning the mall into.  I don't think that's an appropriate place for bingo.  I know other 

churches have used their recreation areas or their gyms for bingo.  One of the main concerns I have 

along with taking revenues away from our local churches is what the mall might become.  I mean it 

starts as a bingo hall and you don't know what might come in next.  I oppose this. 

 

Councilman Korosec - The mall is in my ward and although the church is not I, again, feel that the 

mall has become something that it should not be.  We're setting precedent with the mall by allowing 

this one form of gambling into it.  There is always the realm of possibility that they will push this 

forward and request additional forms of gambling into the facility due to the fact that no other retail 

establishments are willing to move into the mall.  For that reason I am voting no on this issue tonight 

and I would hope that all of my Council members would vote along with me. 

 

Councilman Flowers - As a former wrestling coach up at St. Felicitas, I know that the Booster Club is 

very dedicated up there.  They do have a hard time of raising money.  I do agree with my colleagues 

that spoke earlier.  I, too, will be voting no on this piece of legislation. 

 

Law Director Murphy - Can you backtrack a second and take the roll on the motion to waive the three 

readings? 

 

President Cervenik - You are correct.  Will you take the roll call on suspending the rules on the three 

readings? 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller, Valencic, 

Cervenik..  Passed. 

 

President Cervenik - I agree too.  It's not so much, although it was an important point about the other 

churches in our community, the real point from a zoning point of view and what the P & Z did, we 

don't want the mall turning into a bingo parlor or anything else.  We can get some new stores in there.  

I will concur with Ward 3 Councilman this is the proper move.   Anyone else? 

 

Councilman Korosec moved to close debate; Councilwoman Miller seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Roll Call:  Nays:  Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller, Valencic, 

Cervenik. 

Failed 

 Res. (507-01) Contract Cuyahoga County Board of Health 

An ordinance authorizing the Mayor of the City of Euclid to enter into a contract with the Cuyahoga 

County District Board of Health for various health services for the City of Euclid for the year 12002.  

(Sponsored by  Mayor Oyaski) 

 

 Councilwoman Miller moved for passage; Councilman Gallagher seconded. 

 

Director Balazs - The good news is that for health services for 2002 we're going to be paying less than 

2001.  Each municipality in the State of Ohio must provide health services to their community per 

3709 of the Ohio Revised Code.  We meet this provision by contracting with the County Health Board 

which services certified by the Director of the Department of Health itself.  The good news is, as I 

mentioned, that the services for 2002 will cost the City $155,515 for the services.  Last year we paid 

$161,881.   

 Throughout the State the Cuyahoga County Health District through the year 2001 represented 

the lowest per capita cost.  Some of the services that the Health Department does for the City of Euclid 

is the immunization program, the blood pressure screening particularly for the senior health area, 

health education program throughout the City.  Recreation, they do water quality control.  Mr. 

DeMinico's pools they check for the contents samplings.  They meet the special health care needs of 

the handicapped throughout the City.  They do food safety inspections in the restaurants and 

supermarkets to guarantee what you buy is health-related good.  They have a host of other services 

throughout the community provided.  Mr. Chairman, I recommend that the City does again contract 

with the County Board of Health for these health services provided by them. 
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Councilman Flowers moved to close debate; Councilman Korosec seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Councilwoman Valencic moved to suspend the rules; Councilwoman McGarry seconded.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller, Valencic, 

Cervenik. 

Passed. 

 Ord. (508-01) Eligible Employees Health Coverage 
An ordinance authorizing the Director of Administration of the City of Euclid to enter into agreements 

for medical, dental, vision, life and pharmacy health care insurance for eligible employees for up to a 

two (2) year period, commencing January 1, 2002 and expiring December 31, 2003.  (Sponsored by 

Councilman Cervenik by request of Administrative Director) 

 

Councilman Korosec moved for passage; Councilwoman Valencic seconded. 

 

Director Johnson - As the ordinance states what we're asking for is the authority to renew these 

contracts with the existing vendors.  Although we have not gotten formal quotes yet from these 

vendors, we do expect that there's going to be a significant increase in our costs.  I've received several 

comments as to if we know costs are going to increase, why are we not going to put together bid specs 

and go out for bids?  The primary reason is this.  In the last 2-1/2 years while all of our medical costs 

have increased no one seems to know why, but the major players in the medical provider community 

have now been eliminated to University Hospitals and Cleveland Clinic.  So we feel that to spend an 

extra $10 or $12,000 to put together bid specs and go out for bids, we are not going to realize the 

discounts that we currently get from Medical Mutual, who is one of the major players in the area. 

 If you recall, we are self-insured so there are two major components to our health plan.  We pay 

Medical Mutual an administrative fee to administer our plan and we pay actual claims.  So the 

component that we feel that is rising more dramatically is the cost of actual claims.  We feel that 

discounts that we get from Medical Mutual will not be surpassed by anyone.  And as I said earlier, the 

major players are the Cleveland Clinic and University Hospitals.  Given that the only other cost 

reduction factors that we could look at to contain or reduce our costs would be changes in our plans.  

And any changes in our plans would have to be collectively bargained.  We are going into collective 

bargaining sessions now, but we would not be able to make those changes in our plans now unless 

those changes were collectively bargained. 

 So for all those reasons we are asking to just renew the plans as they currently are and hope that 

we will be able to sit down and meet with Medical Mutual and lessen the impact of what we think will 

be a 40-49% increase in our costs.   

 The most significant area that we are expecting to rise is in the area of pharmacy costs.  The 

cost of prescription drugs has gone through the roof.  And I'm sure that anyone who has watched 

television recently have seen the advertisements that pharmaceutical companies are putting on TV.  A 

lot of those drugs being shown on TV are some of the drugs that absolutely the prices have gone 

through the roof on.  They are effecting us partly because we have no control over the medical 

providers and their prescribing of these particular drugs and our plan dictates that we have some 

certain constrains in terms of what we can do.  I'd be happy to answer any other questions.  One piece 

of information, our average cost is about $5,352/employee/year. 

 

Councilman Flowers - You talk like you expect the increase to be.  Wouldn't we be better off not 

approving it and work out an agreement first before we see what's available?  Can you go out and try to 

get competitive, especially with the vision?  There's a vision company right off 200th, I believe, they're 

actually Euclid people, Euclid company.  Have we talked to them as far as the vision plan? 

 

Director Johnson - We have not done that, Councilman Flowers.  But anything we would negotiate 

with any medical provider if we went to another vision service provider, we would have to talk about a 

plan that would at least equal to the level of service that we are experiencing now.  We don't feel that 

doing that we would necessarily get any better prices in terms of our costs.  The only other alternative 

would be to propose a reduction of the level of benefits to employees and, like I said, that would have 

to be coordinated with bargaining units. 

 

Councilman Flowers - But I would think we would want to see what other competitors before we, why 

wouldn't we do that?  If we don't know what the price is going to be, I would think, I wouldn't want to 

approve something unless we know what the actual cost is going to be.  I would think it would be in 

our best interests to go out and try to find lower prices.  Do you think you can negotiate lower prices?   
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Director Johnson - Medical Mutual has told us, we're scheduled to meet with them, I believe, it's 

Wednesday.  They told us that the official word is that their prices are not negotiable, but we're hoping 

to sit down and talk with them and hope that we can convince them that they should give us some 

consideration. 

 

Councilman Flowers - Who's the alternative?  Who's the other competing groups that process claims in 

Ohio?  Have you talked with them? 

 

Director Johnson - There are several groups that would process claims.   

 

Councilman Flowers - Because basically that's what we do, they process claims.  We're self-insured, 

correct? 

 

Director Johnson - Right.  The problem we have is because Medical Mutual is probably one of the 

largest providers for organizations in the State they negotiated with Cleveland Clinic and University 

Hospitals.  They have such bargaining powers that they negotiated discounts that can't be matched by 

any of these smaller organizations.  And that's the dilemma we're faced with.  Because they're one of 

the largest organizations, they go into, like I said, the only two major providers left are Cleveland 

Clinic and University Hospitals and because of the volume they are bringing to those hospitals, they 

can negotiate 50% 60% discounts.  Whereas smaller providers aren't bringing that kind of volume to 

the hospitals and they can't negotiate those kind of discounts. 

 

Councilman Flowers - And you've checked with them?  You've checked with those providers? 

 

Director Johnson - Yes, and I know Mr. Korosec works in the field with them and I'm sure he can 

verify this.  Because of the volume that they're doing with them… 

 

Councilman Flowers - That makes sense.  They can negotiate better rates.  I was just wondering if you 

ever touched with the other providers.  You've touched base with the other providers and we can't get 

better rates.  Is that what you're saying? 

 

Director Johnson - Generally, yeah.  We have a consultant that's Glen Szana Group Healthcare 

Consultants.  He represents about 10 or 12 school districts and cities throughout Ohio.  And we kind of 

rely on his advice as to whether, if we did the specs and went out for bids, he would stand to make 

more money in doing that.  So obviously, his advice to us that doesn't make sense is a reasonable one. 

 

Councilman Flowers - What about the vision?  We can't try to get, is it also just processing claims 

through vision also? 

 

Director Johnson - Our vision plan, it's sort of an HMO-type of plan.  We could find a different plan 

and, like I said, what we have to be absolutely certain is that we're providing the same level of benefits 

to the employees so as to not have unfair labor practices filed. 

 

Councilman Flowers - Go against the contract, sure, I understand that. 

 

Director Johnson - And we just feel that to do that, what would be required to do to change the medical 

providers that they are currently seeing 'cause essentially that's what we would be doing.  If we went to 

another plan, we were with Union Optical before we went to Vision Service Plans.  One of the things 

that we've looked at when we left Union Optical and went to Vision Service Plans was that the base 

group of employees or at least the majority of employees were satisfied with the group of providers 

that were under the Vision Service Plans.   

 That's another thing that creates an awful lot of turmoil amongst employees is to change plans.  

And now we have to go out and find a whole new group of providers.  We tried to do that some years 

ago.  Within the Medical Mutual plan we went from the basic Medical Mutual plan to what is called 

the Medical Mutual Preferred Plan.  And because so many of our employees use University Mednet 

and Meridia Euclid Hospital and they were not in the Preferred Plan we just had utter chaos amongst 

employees because the thought of not being able to go to University Mednet, Meridia Euclid Hospital  

was just unthinkable.  So there's a lot of factors that weigh into contemplating changing medical 

providers. 

 

Councilman Korosec - I think you hit on the key aspect and that's the discounts that we're getting.  Just 

to sort of put it all into perspective.  My wife just had our fourth child and that situation cost $44,000 
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or, at least, that's what it was charged.  My wife almost had a heart attack when she came out of the 

hospital and saw the bill in the mail.  And I said, "Honey, hold on.  The discount was not applied."  

After the discount was applied that Medical Mutual negotiated, it went down to $10,000 is what was to 

be paid directly to the hospital.   

 So these are some really huge discounts that we are getting through our current vendor.  And I 

think even if we could make it up on the amount of money we paid per claim to get processed or even 

on some of the charges that we're assessed per employee per month, we can still get hit really hard and 

lose all that savings when we're actually paying out the money for our claims for our employees. 

 

Councilman Gallagher - Just one point.  You stated that this was the recommendation of our retained 

consultant? 

 

Director Johnson - Yes. 

 

Councilman Gallagher - Okay. 

 

Councilman Flowers - So if we approve this, we can revisit this 4-5 months from now if we decided to 

get bids.  I can understand the medical because they've got contracts with Cleveland Clinic and U.H. 

 

Director Johnson - Right.  What I'm asking for is the authority to renew these contracts and these 

would be for one-year periods for the next 2 years.  There's nothing that would prohibit us from having 

our consultant put bid specs together, go out for bids and see what prices we would have.  At the 

expiration of this one-year term if the prices are better and we would not create total havoc, we would 

have the ability to do that if Council so desires. 

 I would tell you that it's probably going to cost between $8 and 10,000 to have the specs put 

together.  So as long as that amount was included in next year's budget we would absolutely do that 

and, hopefully, it would resolve that question. 

 

Councilman Flowers - And you're going to, as of right now the way I understand this legislation, you're 

going to meet with Medical Mutual prior to try to work out some kind of agreement. 

 

Director Johnson - Right.   

 

Councilman Flowers - But if you don't like what they give us, then you might come back before us, is 

that what you're saying? 

 

Director Johnson - What I would ask to do is to renew this contract now.  All these contracts expire 

December 31st.  To renew these contracts now, some time next year we could put together specs and 

take bids.  And if we do, miraculously, have prices that are better and the plans are just as good and 

everybody's happy, then we would enter into those new contracts in 2003. 

 

Councilman Flowers moved to close debate; Councilwoman Miller seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Councilman Gruber moved to suspend the rules; Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail seconded.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller, Valencic, 

Cervenik. 

Passed. 

 

 Res. (519-01) Annual Action Plan C.D. Block Grant Progra 

A resolution approving the Annual Action Plan for the FY 2002 Entitlement Year under the 

Community Development Block Grant Program of the United States Department of Housing and 

Urban Development as recommended by the Citizens' Advisory Committee appointed by the Mayor of 

the City of Euclid.  (Sponsored by Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail by request of CS&ED Director) 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail moved for passage; Councilwoman Miller seconded. 

Director Koran - This is the 28th year the City of Euclid has received the Entitlement Block Grant 

dollars from Department of Housing and Urban Development.  And of course, this pertains to fiscal 

year 2002, next year.   

 Before I begin discussing specific programs which I'm sure you're all familiar with, I'd like to 

thank the Citizens Advisory Committee that has met on, at least, 5 separate occasions to go over this 

year's Block Grant budget.  Those are Mrs. Dorothy Fike, our Ward 1 Councilwoman Kirsten 
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Holzheimer Gail, Miss Ellen Ivory, Candy Jones and Mr. Ed Dickson.  All of them met, as I 

mentioned, at least 5 times.  They are part of our Citizens Advisory Committee and part of the citizen 

participation process that is mandatory for receiving Block Grant dollars. 

 We had a community briefing.  We had a public hearing.  The budget was reviewed 

Wednesday, September 19th here in Council Chambers.  We had another public hearing on October 

25th and on November 5th we had our final public meeting regarding the budget.  We are anticipating 

that next year we will receive $1,250,000 from HUD through CDBG dollars.  As you know, it was 

very critical that the census for the year 2000 we were over 50,000 persons which means we are 

entitled to Block Grant dollars; therefore, we should received about $1.25 million dollars for next year.  

The way the money is broken out is determined by the Citizens Advisory Committee, but it follows the 

programs we have historically operated in the City of Euclid.  First, the #1 budget is the 

Weatherization Department where we have individuals who aluminum side, vinyl side income-eligible 

homeowner's homes.  Do painting.  This year we sided 15 homes and painted over 40 homes 

throughout the community. 

 We have program administration for our low interest improvement fund.  The Euclid 

Development Corporation administration fund is only $35,000.  We receive money from the home 

program that pay for the actual loans themselves that go out to EDCOR recipients.   

 We also have a small amount of money for handicap ramps as we always do.  We help fund the 

Euclid Senior Programs out of this budget, approximately $180,000 for next year.  

 Both the storefront renovation program and municipal beautification program will be funded 

out of this program over $300,000 are budgeted for next year. 

 I'm happy to say that next year will be the last year of our Section 108 loan guarantee that we 

had with Lincoln Electric.  You may recall we did an award-winning project for Lincoln Electric about 

8 or 9 years ago.  They created jobs for low and moderate income individuals and we loaned them 

money.  Next year will be the last year that we have to pay that money back to HUD which means that 

it'll free up $175,000 in 2003 to divvy up for other programs or to come up with new projects and that 

will be in the year 2003. 

 Also something new for next year, we've done it in the past; but we're going to help the Parks 

& Recreation Department fix up Hillandale playground off of Euclid Avenue for $20,000.   

 We continue to fund fair housing management and planning.  As you know, typically we've 

paid for planning studies out of the Community Development Block Grant Program. 

 Once again, I would like to thank our Ward I Councilwoman Kirsten Holzheimer Gail for 

attending and overseeing the Citizens Advisory Committee, Dorothy Fike and the others I've 

mentioned.  Without their hard work, we could not do as much as we do.  And if there's any questions, 

I'd be happy to answer them. 

 And just so you know why we're presenting it tonight, it's HUD regulations that this budget has 

to go to Washington by the end of this month to receive the funds for next year. 

 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail - Director Koran covered all the programs and mentioned the Citizens 

Advisory Committee.  I just wanted also to commend them.  They really take their job seriously.  They 

worked hard; they asked questions, did their homework and it really was a pleasure to work with them 

  Just one other note is that the subcontracts do come back to Council for individual approval. 

 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail moved to close debate; Councilwoman Miller seconded.  Yeas:  

unanimous. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller, Valencic, 

Cervenik. 

Passed. 

 

  Ord. (522-01) Permanent Easement 41 Lake Edge Drive 

An emergency ordinance accepting a permanent easement and right-of-way on the property of 

Charlene L. Mancuso, 41 Lake Edge Drive, P.P. #644-03-002, for future access to storm sewers on 

Lake Edge Drive, and a temporary easement and right-of-way on said property to allow for the 

construction of storm sewers.  (Sponsored by Councilman Gallagher by request of the Service 

Director) 

 

Councilman Gallagher moved for passage; Councilman Flowers seconded. 

 

Law Director Murphy - This item #8 and the next two items 9 and 10 are related to the improvements 

currently going on Lake Edge Drive.  If you've driven by Lake Shore Blvd. for the past week or so, 

you've seen the heavy equipment out there and the work being done for the preliminary work for the 

improvements on Lake Edge Drive.   
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 Item #8, if it's passed, the City will receive from the resident Charlene Mancuso at 41 Lake 

Edge Drive both a permanent easement and a temporary easement on her property.  The temporary 

easement will last for as long as the construction project goes on.  So it will allow the contractor, 

whom the City has hired, to go on her property to complete the work.  The permanent easement will 

remain in effect so that the City will always have the right to go on to that property for purposes of 

maintaining the storm sewer. 

 

Councilman Flowers moved to close debate; Councilman Gallagher seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail moved to suspend the rules; Councilwoman McGarry seconded.  

Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller, Valencic, 

Cervenik. 

Passed. 

 Ord. (523-01) Permanent Easement Lake Edge Assoc., Inc. 
An emergency ordinance accepting a permanent easement and right-of-way on the property of Lake 

edge Assoc., Inc. Lake Edge Drive, P.P. #644-03-018, for future access to storm sewers on Lake Edge 

Drive, and a temporary easement and right-of-way on said property to allow for the construction of 

storm sewers.  (Sponsored by Councilman Gallagher by request of the Service Director) 

 

Councilman Gallagher moved for passage; Councilman Flower seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail moved to close debate; Councilman Korosec seconded.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

 

Councilwoman Miller moved to suspend the rules; Councilwoman Valencic seconded.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

Roll Call: Yeas:  Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller, Valencic, 

Cervenik. 

Passed. 

 Ord. (524-01) Temporary Easement 40 Lake Edge Drive 
An emergency ordinance accepting a temporary easement and right-of-way on the property of Joseph 

and Dianne Martin, 40 Lake Edge Drive, P.P. #644-03-017, to allow for the construction of storm 

sewers on Lake edge Drive.  (Sponsored by Councilman Gallagher by request of Service Director) 

Councilwoman McGarry moved for passage; Councilwoman Miller seconded. 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail moved to close debate; Councilman Korosec seconded.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

Councilwoman Valencic moved to suspend the rules; Councilwoman McGarry seconded.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller, Valencic, 

Cervenik. 

Passed. 

 Ord. (488-01) Renaming East 225th Street 
An ordinance renaming East 225th Street, extending from Lake Shore Blvd. to Lake Erie, to Noble 

Beach Drive.  (Sponsored by Councilwoman McGarry) 

 

Councilwoman McGarry moved for passage; Councilwoman Miller seconded. 

 

President Cervenik - This is a public hearing and we'll have some opening comments by 

Councilwoman McGarry. 

 

Councilwoman McGarry - In the spirit of our historical work and the general exciting dynamics in 

downtown Euclid over 75% of the residents are wishing to move forward with designating E. 225th 

Street as Noble Beach Drive.  I full support their efforts and it has been done in a very orderly and 

democratic manner so I would urge my colleagues the same. 
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President Cervenik - This is a public hearing for this matter renaming E. 225th Street to Noble Beach 

Drive.  Is there anyone in the audience who wishes to address this issue?  Come right up to podium to 

my left here and please state your name and address for the record. 

 

Mr. Tallis George Munro - 161 E. 225 St.  Again, I'd like to thank the Council for having an 

opportunity to address this issue.  In a way, the vote tonight is a litmus test.  And as we all know, a 

litmus test is a real simple test.  It can either determine whether something is positive or negative for a 

result.   

 Tonight really has to do with a democratic value.  The petition and the letter that were 

distributed in my neighborhood did not give full disclosure of hidden costs to residents of that street.  I 

believe central to any democratic value is the idea of informed consent.  People were not informed of 

the hidden costs of what this would involve.  If they were and Councilwoman McGarry had 75% of the 

vote or signatures on the street, I would not be here tonight. 

 The litmus test is whether this very simple issue is one of informed consent or something which 

is a rouse.  The petition handed around and the letter distributed to the residents were a rouse.  Was 

their mal-intent?  Probably not.  But was it forthright and honest?  Not.   

 One last thing, it's very simple things like this which cause animosity and friction among 

neighbors and otherwise well-meaning good people.  I would very humbly ask the members of the 

Council to put aside, perhaps the professional ties to Councilwoman McGarry, the friendship with her, 

and to think independently and to vote no on this matter.  Thank you. 

 

Ms. Phyllis D. Miller - 105 E. 225.  I've been a trustee on the Noble Beach Association for the last 10 

years.  I'm past president and current vice president.  I urge your support on this tonight.  This has been 

something the Noble Beach Association and the members have discussed on and off, probably, for the 

last couple of years.  Part of the problem that we do have is we do not have 100% membership.  The 

people that I've seen speak so far are not current members of the Association and they are, again, 

allowed to be opposed to this.  But the majority of the members, the people that take care of our 

common properties and actually help and take care of each other are for this.   

 I'd like to thank Meg for this opportunity for supporting us.  The Association, the trustees did 

not pursue this directly.  Betsy decided at our picnic on July 4th.  We were discussing; we were 

celebrating our 100 years at the Noble Beach Association.  She took this ball, by herself, and she 

walked the streets.  Most of the people were aware of this idea.  And, again, we had over 75% of the 

people that she was able to contact agreed to this. 

 As far as hidden costs, we've discussed some of the costs.  First of all, it will not affect your 

deed.  I am a realtor in the City of Euclid and your property goes by your permanent parcel number.  

So matter what you decide to call your property, you will be billed according to your permanent parcel 

number.  As far as other costs, you can do that at your leisure when your checks expire, you can 

change your street.  When your license expires, change the street name.  So I don't really see any direct 

cost.  When you pay your utility bills, all you have to do on the back it says any changes there's your 

opportunity. 

 So, again, I'd like to thank you and please I ask for your support this evening. 

 

Councilman Gallagher - Law Director Murphy, we had sent out letters to the residents of those streets?  

And the letters provided what information? 

 

Law Director Murphy - Based on the information that we had received apparently some of the 

residents on Sunnycliff Drive were expressing some level of dismay when their street name was 

changed because of different things they had to go through.  Different procedures to notify people of 

address changes and so on and at the recommendation and advice of counsel we did send specific 

notices out to the residents on these two streets to make them aware that the legislation was pending.  

To give them the opportunity to come in to one of the two additional readings that Council would go 

through on these ordinances.  The letter that we sent out made these people aware that if the street 

name was changed they would likely have to go through some of these same procedures.  Notifying 

your credit card companies of change of address and so on.  I think Miss Miller is correct the street 

name change would not in any manner affect your deed or your property as far as the county records 

go.   

 When we changed the name of Sunnycliff, I believe we notified the County Engineer and his 

map room and we notified the County Auditor for purposes of his records that that name had been 

changed.  We notified the Board of Elections that residents on that street now lived on Sunnycliff as 

opposed to E. 226th.  So the residents on the street are aware of the different things they may have to do 

if these two street names are changed.  In the Law Department I did not receive any response 

whatsoever favorable, negative from any of the residents.  I don't know if any responses came into the 
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Council Office, but I'm sure Ann and Regina would have provided any such communication to all of 

Council. 

 

President Cervenik - None came in. 

 

Councilman Gruber - I have a question for the police and fire representatives here this evening.  Any 

problems with the safety forces with the changes of the names. 

 

Asst. Fire Chief O'Connell - The Fire Department has no objection to this.  Is 226th easier to find than 

Noble Beach Drive?  Yeah, probably, because it's a numbered street.  It's not going to prevent us from 

finding it.  Just like it didn't prevent us from finding Sunnycliff or T J Murnick Drive or any of the 

other street changes.  So we have no objection. 

 

Captain Repicky - I was at this table back in May and June when we talked about Sunnycliff and I 

stated that this could create an epidemic.  Now we have two more.  When's it going to stop?  It is so 

much easier for the police.  We're out there all the time to follow numbered streets versus a City of all 

name streets.  It's a lot more difficult for our officers to respond, especially somebody that has 15-20 

years on and they call him up tomorrow and they say do you know where Noble Beach Drive is and 

they might not know.  So I know we're going to keep the street signs on their passes, but we would like 

to express we don't want this to get carried away.  Here's three in four months.  When's it going to 

stop? 

 

Councilwoman McGarry moved to close debate; Councilwoman Miller seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Flowers, Gallagher, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller, Valencic, Cervenik 

                  Nay:  Gruber 

Passed. 

 

 Ord. (489-01) Renaming East 224th Street 
An ordinance renaming East 224th Street, extending from East 225th Street to Edgecliff Drive, to West 

Noble Beach Drive.  (Sponsored by Councilwoman McGarry) 

 

Councilwoman McGarry moved for passage; Councilwoman Valencic seconded.   

 

Councilwoman McGarry - Now E. 224th Street is a different issue than E. 225.  E. 224th runs between 

E. 225 and Edgecliff and has far fewer residents than 225th Street does.  And at this point, I feel there 

are a number of issues with some of the residents and some of them are out of town.  We're not able to 

talk to them.  So what I would like to do with E. 224th, I don't believe we can pull it since it's a public 

hearing since it's a public hearing; but we can put it into Committee. 

 

President Cervenik - Either that or just table it. 

 

Councilwoman McGarry - Or table it for this evening's discussion until the residents. 

 

President Cervenik - Table it for the first meeting in December? 

Councilwoman McGarry - Yes, please. 

 

Councilwoman McGarry moved to table this legislation until the first meeting in December; 

Councilwoman Valencic seconded. 

 

President Cervenik - Before we act on that, does anybody want to because this was advertised as a 

public hearing, would anybody like to comment on that from the audience tonight?  Please come on 

up.  And then we'll act on that motion.  We did have some people come specifically for this item. 

 

Mr. Rick Wiegand - 44 E. 224th Street.  I spoke against this about a month ago and I agree with 

Captain Repicky that in terms of safety forces I think this can get out of hand.  Really, I remember 

when we changed Liberty Blvd. to MLK, albeit it being a benevolent purpose, it took people quite a 

long to get used to where that particular street was.   So I think it can have a disruptive effect.  I guess 

the purpose of this thing was for the image of the streets to make it sound nicer so it sounds like a nicer 

community.  I mean, we changed Parklawn to Magnolia and the next thing you know there's nothing 

left up there.  So I don't, you know majority rules and we've got 75% of the residents or 60% of the 

residents well, you know, what if the majority wanted to change it to some goofy, offbeat name.  I 

think this Council would have the authority to say no, that's not in the best interest of the City.  Now, I 
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don't suspect that's going to happen here; but I think on a relatively small street, you know, something 

that potentially could happen.  So I think that could get out of hand in that way, too.  I think we have a 

very orderly City, as I said before, in terms of numbered streets going north-south; other streets going 

east-west.  I don't know why we have to do this different.  I think common sense should be our 

approach here.  And I think we've had so much confusion in the area with the sewer pipes, you know, 

all the sewer work we've had done there.  And I think the best rule should be if it's not broke, don't fix 

it.  Why do we want to do this kind of thing?   

 So I certainly oppose this and by the way, notice-wise I disagree with Miss Miller.  The City, at 

least, did send me a letter a couple of weeks ago explaining as Law Director Murphy did what the 

points were for and against.  I think it was a very good letter.  But nobody from the Noble Beach 

Association of which I'm not a member came up to my house, sent me anything, left me a note or 

whatever.  I found out about this thing, as I said, being around City Hall.  In came up and I said they're 

going to do what?  So that's how I found out about it.  So I think this is just a bad idea, a bad precedent 

and I agree wholeheartedly with Captain Repicky about the disruptive thing this could  have to the 

safety forces and I think it would create confusion.  Thank you. 

 

Mr. Dennis Emerick - 70 E. 224th Street.  This is a real can of worms for me.  I identified 77 entities 

which will need a change of address.  That's not a dozen; that's 77.  That includes driver's license; two 

radio operator licenses, one which expires in 2007; my wife's nursing license which expires in 2003; 

my wife's State ID card.  There's also vehicle registration; four tax departments; three dozen relatives, 

in-laws and friends; five utilities and on and on ad nauseum to a total of 77 entities.  As far as 

enhancing the unity of the City and its neighborhoods well, that's a warm and fuzzy feel good 

nonsense.  There are a lot of negative images of the City which I'm seeing lately like a school system 

in academic emergency; athletic eligibility with a D grade point average; a worthless shopping mall; 

crosswalks with pix-a-grams.  Hands up in the air with a little stick figure walking across.  I guess that 

reflects on the academic emergency.  No bookstores and a high income tax.  To me the quality of a 

neighborhood is based on the people who live there not the street name.  The one for the new street 

name.   

 It's troublesome to me.  E. 224th Street is short, sweet and to the point.  West Noble Beach 

Drive is a problem when filling out address cards for magazines and things like that.  I know it seems 

silly, but it's just something that aggravates me and the word west in the address may cause confusion 

when delivering mail.  You know we have an east side of the City and we have a west side of the City.  

The little streets over here are east on the other side they're west.  It's going to cause confusion I think.  

The cost to me?  Time, effort and aggravation and money.  Is the Noble Beach Association willing to 

reimburse me for the money spent on changing my address?  I don't know.  I'm not a member of the 

Beach Association.  This law brings to mind several phrases, such as symbolism over substance; look 

before you leap; and if it ain't broke, don't fix it. 

 

June Daugherty - 81 E. 225.  I feel differently about this.  I know it's a hassle, but we're all paying the 

bills anyway from time to time.  The way I see it this would give outsiders the vision that we have a 

lakefront.  This is the beginning when you use the name lake.  In some fashion, people get the idea that 

you are a lakefront city and I would think that this could be the beginning of something very nice.  I 

think we should enhance our lakefront.  I, personally, think we should have partnerships with some of 

the yacht clubs around and sponsor some regattas.  Maybe build the pier bigger out at Sims.  People 

are dying for some place to go in their boat.  Let's provide some place for them to go that you don't 

have to tear down an apartment building and $40 million later.  This is just sort of the beginning, I 

think, of something that could be positive as far as image.  I, personally think, okay so it's a little hassle 

what isn't?  That's how I feel about it anyway.  Thank you. 

 

President Cervenik - Seeing as no one else.  We've had a motion and it's been seconded to table until 

the first meeting in December which is December 3rd. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller, Valencic, 

Cervenik. 

Legislation is tabled until December 3rd. 

 

 Res. (518-01) Accept Local Law Enforcement Block Grant 
A resolution authorizing the Mayor of the City of Euclid, or his designee, to accept a grant of 

$38,953.00 from the Local Law Enforcement Block Grant 2001 for use by the City of Euclid Police 

Department to purchase one completely outfitted police cruiser.  Any remaining money will be placed 

in the Community Policing account and used for overtime associated with community policing efforts.  

(Sponsored by Councilwoman Miller by request of the Police Chief) 
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Councilwoman Miller moved for passage; Councilman Flowers seconded. 

 

Captain Repicky - This is about the third or fourth year that we've received the opportunity to get this 

grant.  Like the ordinance states we'll be able to purchase one police car completely outfitted; the 

remaining monies will be used for our community policing efforts such as, overtime for our citizens 

policy academy and community meetings throughout the City.  So I ask that you pass this resolution 

tonight. 

 

Councilwoman McGarry moved to close debate; Councilman Korosec seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller, Valencic, 

Cervenik. 

Passed. 

 

 Ord. (520-01) Contract with Great Lakes Expositions 
A resolution authorizing the Mayor of the City of Euclid, or his designee, to enter into a contract with 

Great Lakes Expositions to provide rides, food trailers and games of chance for the 2002 Euclid Home 

Days to be held June 20, 2002 through June 23, 2002.  (Sponsored by Councilwoman McGarry by 

request of the Parks & Recreation Director 

 

Councilwoman McGarry moved for passage; Councilman Gruber seconded. 

 

Director DeMinico - June, doesn't that sound great?  Home Days.  Identical contract, it's a one-year 

contract.  You will recall about 7 years ago Mayor Oyaski put the entire operations under the Parks & 

Recreation Department.  We have entered into a one-year contract for the last two years with Great 

Lakes Exposition.  It was a change in vendors from about 19 years with the previous ride supplier.  

We've been very happy with the reports that we've had with their operations.  The only change from 

last year's contract is that we would like to open up on Thursday at noon to, perhaps, to attract some 

more day camps during that time frame as well as open up for the lunch hour.  And the only expense 

on our end will be some additional electrical costs.  If anybody has any questions, I'd be glad to answer 

them. 

 

Councilwoman McGarry moved to close debate; Councilman Korosec seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Councilman Flowers moved to suspend the rules; Councilman Gallagher seconded.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller, Valencic, 

Cervenik. 

Passed. 

 

 Ord. (521-01) Amend Sections 1577.01 & 1577.02 
An ordinance amending Sections 1577.01 and 1577.02 of the codified Ordinances of the city of Euclid 

as they relate to the Smoke Detector and Battery Program.  (Sponsored by Councilwoman Miller by 

request of Fire Chief) 

 

Councilwoman Miller moved for passage; Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail seconded. 

 

Asst. Fire Chief O'Connell - Since 1994 the Fire Department has been supplying free smoke detectors 

to income-eligible single family homeowners provided they met the income requirements.  And we're 

asking you to change the ordinance now so we can supply them free of charge to anyone regardless of 

income and how we're going to do this at no cost to the City is Captain Dan Wojtila will explain the 

program to you. 

 

Captain Wojtila - The Fire Department is very excited to introduce a new partnership.  We've now 

made arrangements to form a partnership with American Red Cross whereby all residents of single 

family and two family dwellings will receive smoke detectors and batteries.  I've met with the Red 

Cross; they will provide us all we need for single family, two family dwellings.  This necessitates 

though, however, a change to the Codified Ordinances as they presently read.   1577.01 section (a) 

now states that only, like the Asst. Chief mentioned, that only those that cannot afford smoke detectors 

would be provided them.  Well, this new program will allow us to provide free smoke detectors to all 

these residents of single family and two family dwellings.   
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 Section (b) of the same ordinance as it is presently written states that the Fire Department 

personnel will install all these smoke detectors.  We'd like to change this so that in certain situations 

the residents themselves be allowed to install smoke detectors.  In fact I'd explain it's recommended by 

the International Association of Fire Chiefs and the manufacturers of smoke detectors that they be 

replaced every 10 years.   

 In the situation where the smoke detectors are replacement detectors, we'd like to allow the 

homeowners themselves to install the smoke detectors.  And we've provided for this information on 

our release form on our hold harmless agreement that residents be allowed to install these smoke 

detectors if they're replacement detectors for detectors already in their homes.   

 We were proposing section (c) of the existing ordinances which adds a line that says our hold 

harmless agreement will further allow representatives from the Euclid Fire Department to inspect the 

installation of all these smoke detectors. 

 Section 1577.02 section (a) again eliminates certain financial restrictions as we're going to 

provide these free to everybody.  And section (b) is a section that can be eliminated as it's a section that 

talks about the need for funding and purchase guidelines so that section can be eliminated. 

 I'm very excited about this program.  It comes at a good time when the existing program that 

we had in 1994 is now out of money anyway so we were looking for some way to fund this program or 

develop a new partnership.  So this came along at a real good time.  Anybody have any questions? 

 

Mayor Oyaski - I do want to thank Captain Wojtila and his colleagues for putting this program 

together.  I think we owe a tremendous debt of gratitude to the American Red Cross for their 

substantial gift.  And, Captain, do you have any advice to residents that are going to hear about this 

about how they would proceed in obtaining this?  I don't know if you're prepared to announce that 

today or if you'll be announcing it soon, but you're going to be getting phone calls or letters or visits. 

 

Captain Wojtila - We hope we get a lot of phone calls.  We're ready now.  We picked up last week over 

500 smoke detectors so we're ready for the phone calls.  They can call the Fire Prevention Bureau 216-

289-8425.  We'll take their name and address and phone number and we'll call them back to discuss 

how we can these installed in their homes. 

 

President Cervenik - I know what I'm getting everybody for Christmas.  In all seriousness, thank you.  

It's a good program and I assume that the Law Director looked over all these amendments first and it's 

fine.  Any other questions? 

 

Councilman Gallagher - Just one quick one.  I also think it's a wonderful program.  My concern is the 

unlikely situation that perhaps a smoke alarm doesn't work and then some unscrupulous lawyer sues 

us.  Would this fall under our immunity? 

 

Law Director Murphy - Yes, I believe that the City would enjoy the benefit of immunity for any cause 

of action based on that. 

 

Councilman Gallagher moved to close debate; Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail seconded.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

 

Councilwoman Miller moved to suspend the rules; Councilwoman McGarry seconded.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller, Valencic, 

Cervenik. 

Passed. 

 Ord. (511-01) Rental Rates at Shore Cultural Centre 
An ordinance amending Ordinance No. 212-2000, passed by the Council of the City of Euclid on 

October 2, 2000, which ordinance established square footage rates for the rental of space at the Shore 

Cultural Centre.  (Sponsored by Councilwoman McGarry by request of Parks & Recreation Director) 

 

Councilwoman McGarry moved for passage; Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail seconded. 

 

Director DeMinico - A different twist being presented by the Parks & Recreation Department.  Over 

the last couple of years we proposed some substantial increases.  We've tried unsuccessfully.  What 

City Council has recommended the last few years is what is in front of you is a 5% increase for the 

non-profits that are our permanent tenants and a 8% increase for the for-profit operations that are 

operating down at the Cultural Centre now.  Currently, we have 22 permanent tenants and they lease 



Council Minutes 

November 5, 2001 

Page 17 

 

32 rooms.  There's a total of 73 rooms that would be available for a permanent tenant if we were to 

wipe out all of our classes, lessons and things and turn it into a completely leasible building, office 

space, what have you.  There would be 73 rooms that would be available.  If you percentage that out, 

we're about 60% occupied with permanent tenants. 

 We have a lot of other activities that take place in there.  I'm sure you're aware of pottery 

classes, music lessons, jazzercise, a full array of things that take place.  We feel that this is a needed 

increase.  It's a very fair increase and I ask for your support. 

 

Councilwoman Miller moved to close debate; Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail seconded.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

 

Councilwoman McGarry moved to suspend the rules; Councilwoman Valencic seconded.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller, Valencic, 

Cervenik. 

Passed. 

 Ord (512-01) Rental by Polka Hall of Fame 
An ordinance authorizing the Director of Parks and Recreation of the City of Euclid to enter into a 

lease agreement for the year 2002, at a continued reduced rental rate, with the American-Slovenian 

Polka Hall of Fame (Hall of Fame) for space located at the Shore Cultural Centre.  (Sponsored by 

Councilpersons Holzheimer Gail and Miller) 

 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail moved for passage; Councilman Korosec seconded. 

 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail - The following six pieces of legislation provide for the same 

increase, the 5% for the non-profit and 8% for the for-profit and what these 6 entities are currently 

paying.  We have given them reduced rates in the past and this gives them the 5% and 8% over the 

current payment.  They're the Polka Hall of Fame, the Euclid Teachers Association, Adoption 

Network, Euclid Community Concerns, Euclid Youth Soccer Organization and a continued waiving of 

the rent in total for the Euclid Hunger Center. 

 

President Cervenik - Director Murphy, there's a question concerning the Polka Hall of Fame ready to 

move into the old City Hall and yet the lease at the Centre. 

 

Law Director Murphy - The lease for the Polka Hall of Fame to move into space in old City Hall has 

been signed.  I believe it went into effect in August.  They are either currently or are about to begin 

their renovating in the old City Hall place.  So they do not contemplate moving into old City Hall until 

probably Spring some time.  Mr. DeMinico may have a better idea, I think, or even Director Gulich 

may have had more discussion with them about timing of making the renovations and moving in.  But 

I believe that they currently anticipate moving into old City Hall in the Spring so they do need to 

continue occupying their space at Shore until they complete their renovations at old City Hall. 

 Mr. DeMinico's intention, I believe, is to enter into somewhere between a 4 and 6-month lease 

with them at Shore which would expire in a timely manner for them to vacate Shore and move into the 

old City Hall space once it's renovated. 

 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail moved to close debate; Councilman Korosec seconded.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

 

Councilwoman Miller moved to suspend the rules; Councilwoman Valencic seconded.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller, Valencic, 

Cervenik. 

Passed. 

 

 Ord. (513-01) Rental by Euclid Teachers Association 
An ordinance authorizing the Director of Parks and Recreation of the City of Euclid to enter into a 

lease agreement for the year 2002, at a continued reduced rental rate, with the Euclid Teachers 

Association for space located at the Shore Cultural Centre.   Sponsored by Councilpersons Holzheimer 

Gail and Miller) 
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Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail moved for passage; Councilwoman Miller seconded.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

 

Councilman Gruber moved to close debate; Councilman Gallagher seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Councilwoman Miller moved to suspend the rules; Councilwoman Valencic seconded.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller, Valencic, 

Cervenik 

Passed 

 

 Ord. (514-01) Rental by Adoption Network of Cleveland 
An ordinance authorizing the Director of Parks and Recreation of the City of Euclid to enter into a 

lease agreement for the year 2002, at a continued reduced rental rate, with the Adoption Network of 

Cleveland for space located at the Shore Cultural Centre.  (Sponsored by Councilpersons Holzheimer 

Gail and Miller) 

 

Councilman Gruber moved for passage; Councilman Korosec seconded. 

 

Councilwoman Valencic moved to close debate; Councilwoman McGarry seconded.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

 

Councilman Gruber moved to suspend the rules; Councilman Gallagher seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller, Valencic, 

Cervenik 

Passed. 

 

 Ord. (515-01) Rental by Euclid Community Concerns 
An ordinance authorizing the Director of Parks and Recreation of the City of Euclid to enter into a 

lease agreement for the year 2002, at a continued reduced rental rate, with Euclid Community 

Concerns for space located at the Shore Cultural Centre.  (Sponsored by Councilpersons Holzheimer 

Gail and Miller) 

 

Councilwoman Miller moved for passage; Councilman Flowers seconded. 

 

Councilwoman Valencic moved to close debate; Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail seconded.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

 

Councilman Gallagher moved to suspend the rules; Councilman Gruber seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller, Valencic, 

Cervenik. 

Passed. 

 Ord. (516-01) Rental by Euclid Youth Soccer Organization 
An ordinance authorizing the Director of Parks and Recreation of the City of Euclid to enter into a 

lease agreement for the year 2002, at a continued reduced rental rate, with the Euclid Youth Soccer 

Organization for space located at the Shore Cultural Centre.  (Sponsored by Councilpersons 

Holzheimer Gail and Miller) 

 

Councilman Korosec moved for passage; Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail seconded. 

 

Councilman Flowers moved to close debate; Councilman Gallagher seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Councilwoman Valencic moved to suspend the rules; Councilwoman McGarry seconded.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller, Valencic, 

Cervenik 

Passed. 
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 Ord. (517-01) Rental by Euclid Hunger Task Force 
An ordinance authorizing the Director of Parks and Recreation of the City of Euclid to enter into a 

lease agreement for the year 2002, at a continued waived rental fee, with the Euclid Hunger Task Force 

for space located at the Shore Cultural Centre.  (Sponsored by Councilpersons Holzheimer Gail and 

Miller) 

Councilman Gruber moved for passage; Councilwoman Valencic seconded. 

 

Councilman Gallagher moved to close debate; Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail seconded.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

 

Councilman Korosec moved to suspend the rules; Councilwoman McGarry seconded.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Flowers, Gallagher, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Korosec, McGarry, Miller, Valencic, 

Cervenik 

Passed. 

 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
Councilman Korosec moved to go into the Committee of the Whole.  Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail 

seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Ms. Joann Hammond - 364 E. 211.  I recently received in the mail a piece of campaign literature from 

the Taxpayers Alliance.  On the very front of this cover it stated the City of Euclid ranked and I didn't 

bring it with me, unfortunately, 58th among 65 communities as far as crime.  I have several reactions to 

this.  Either it's a very, very irresponsible piece of scare campaign literature; #2 I'm a very naïve 

person; #3 if my children were to see this and believe it, they'd say mom, sell your house and move.  

And I'm sure there's a bunch of other little old ladies that will see this campaign literature with no 

explanation will think my God I better get out of Euclid. 

 Now, I'd like to see some response to this from the current Council members and the Police as 

to where in the world this statistic comes from.  I'm not dumb enough to know that people can use 

statistics to say anything.  But this 58th out of 65 or I think that's pretty close to what it said, I think it's 

irresponsible.  But as I said, am I naïve?  I'd like some answers.   

 

Captain Repicky - I'd like to see the literature. 

 

Ms. Hammond - I left it on my kitchen sink.  Sorry.  And I didn't lock my doors when I came here, I 

guess I am a dumb person.  All it says…that's the only sentence.  There's no explanation.  It just says 

that we rank 58th out of 65 communities as far as crime. 

 

President Cervenik - That was a ranking by Cleveland Magazine.  It's an unscientific ranking.  I know 

the Police Chief, I did talk to him about it, and they're reviewing the way crimes are reported between 

different communities and the way they're classified.  A responsible person would quote something 

other than Cleveland Magazine; they would want to quote crime statistics, our own reports and items 

like that and the Chief and as Captain Repicky said we'll look into it and we'll be responsive. 

 

Ms. Hammond - As you can tell, I'm very angry about it because I live here; I don't want to move.  

And I don't want to see that kind of campaign literature thrown around the City.  Thank you. 

 

Mr. Jerry Corbran - 24250 Maplewood Drive.  I am the Treasurer of the Euclid Taxpayer Alliance.  

We are a political action committee registered with the Board of Elections.  We file reports and 

everything just like everybody else. 

 Now regarding the controversy surrounding the public access television airing of the October 

18th Taxpayer Alliance town meeting on a reduced schedule.  After the possibility that it might be aired 

at all, can be summed up as not the finest hour for the decision makers in this matter.  I co-wrote a 

booklet in 1993 entitled Freedom of Speech and Assembly Are Alive and Well in Euclid, Ohio.  It was 

included in the time capsule in the lobby.  Perhaps any sequel should have a title modification.   

 Regarding the remark by Mr. Cervenik in the League of Women Voters Candidate Night that 

Mr. Corbran has said that $60 million should be spent on the Americana so that Ed Gudenas can 

develop his property.  I hope I've corrected you properly on that, Mr. Cervenik. 

 I have stated many, many times here before this Council that without American condo 

conversion to pay for the marina it should not be built.  Therefore, your spin was incorrect.  And 
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incidentally, why would Mr. Gudenas want to build upscale housing next to a deteriorating apartment 

complex.   

 Regarding the expression moving on, moving forward on lakefront development used by so 

many of the incumbent councilpersons, very strange.  On February 9, 2001 we were $30,000 worth of 

professional services away from complete conceptual lakefront development plan.  Several 

councilpersons dumped that idea in favor of $200,000 worth of new studies on a yet to be defined 

concept for lakefront development featuring a $17 million publicly funded breakwall.  Can one 

accurately define that as moving forward?  Perhaps we should refer to Harvey Mlachak's famous 

dictionary.  Thank you. 

 

Ms. Madeline Scarniench - 1511 E. 221.  I didn't call my councilman, but last week they picked up 

both my trash and my recyclables out of one truck.   

 On item #3, I guess this would be for the Law Director.  In your request to deny the liquor 

permit did you use the fact that this building is within 1,000 feet of a school because this is a new 

license that should have been brought up and, hopefully, that could have solved the problem because 

we've done that before. 

 

President Cervenik - Part of my testimony was that not only was it next to Mary Mavec Opportunity 

School, but I also considered the teaching of the aerobics at the Lake Shore Dance & Fitness as a type 

of school where a lot of children congregate and to no avail. 

 

Ms. Scarniench - Okay.  The item that was tabled this was tabled to be heard by the new Council 

whoever that might be.  Will that have to be re-introduced?  Can you do that? 

 

President Cervenik - Yes, it'll be re-introduced.  It's off the table right now, but it'll come back on. 

 

Ms. Scarniench - But somebody will have to introduce the legislation? 

 

President Cervenik - I assume that Councilwoman McGarry will re-introduce the legislation if what 

she if the information she gets from the residents is positive. 

 

Ms. Scarniench - We received notice that there's a Growth Committee meeting and the only thing on it 

is about Eller Media.  Has a decision been made about the rezoning at the church?  And if not, why is 

that not on there also?  Because again, this should be decided before our new Council has been seated.  

Is there a reason why it's not there? 

 

President Cervenik - None that I know of. 

 

Ms. Scarniench - Last but not least, this is by request of the Rias.  We've heard that 60 people had jobs 

at the Sports Plant for the fighting.  Did they fill out W-4s, W-2s?  Are we collecting tax on this from 

all these people who worked at that plant on that evening?  

 

President Cervenik - That's a question we won't know until December 31st or January 31st when W-2s 

are filed?  I do know we are a legitimate business and I'm sure our tax department and Oscar will look 

into it.  Can you make a note on that and make sure that we do get W-2s or 1099s filed from that 

address? 

 

Ms. Scarniench - Do we collect taxes from the guys that come in and do the carnival? 

 

Director DeMinico - In the agreement they have a flat fee in lieu of the taxes. 

 

Ms. Scarniench - Okay, fine.   

 

Mr. Joseph Udovic - 213 71 Naumann Avenue.  On election day I urge all Euclid citizens to go out to 

the polls and vote for a candidate.  In this country your vote is your say in which direction the 

government should go or start facing in.  All political candidates are vying for a job or position.  And 

only the ones elected are the ones that are going to be hired.  If citizens do not go out and vote, then 

they give up the right to say who will be our elected officials and in which direction we want to go into 

or we want to start facing. 

 There are many nations that wish or hope that they can vote for who their officials are or have 

some say in their government.  To me this is extremely this is very important. 

 I also mention that I, too, received this piece of garbage in the mail about we being 56 on some 

crime rate.  Regardless what does happen tomorrow, I do equally wish all candidates that are running 
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the best of luck.  I said it once before and I'll say it again.  The 9 of you that do this type of work the 

decisions you make are maybe not very popular but I know that it is a very difficult job for you to do.  

I do hope and pray that the people not winning the upcoming election shall remain in this community 

and that they shall extremely be active in City Council meetings.  Just because we do not want to give 

you a job does not mean that you cannot become active in Euclid.  Keep your ideas and keep your 

voices in the City of Euclid. 

 And last, but not least, I would like to publicly thank the following people for their community 

assistance:  Bob DeMinico, Hank Gulich, the local boy scouts, Ward 1 and Ward 3 Council people, the 

City Arborist Tom Berardinelli, Mrs. Horn and other boy scout leaders.  On October 27, 2001 the 

vacant lot on the corner of Naumann and E. 215 Street became the latest site of the Annual Euclid 

Commemorative Tree Planting ceremony.  That day we planted 10 unique trees with different 

characteristics and we just recently completed a perennial island on this lot.  We not only beautified 

this site but several residents noticed these changes.  We had sandwiches and pizza donated by the E. 

185th business, Maxim's Pizza, and Mrs. Horn warmed everyone up with some hot chocolate.  This was 

an extremely wonderful and important way to spend a Saturday morning and afternoon.   

 I do also want to mention it's small projects like this that the community needs to know about 

so maybe they can go out and spearhead and beautify their own little sections of Euclid.  Because if we 

all work together we can make Euclid a beautiful place.  Thank you. 

 

Kathy Vislosky - 290 E. 197 Street.  I have two questions.  Several months ago Council passed or 

approved a new study or a new, I guess I'm calling it a master plan, for the Euclid Square Mall/PMX 

facility based on the Weed and Seed Program.  I'd like to know the status of that plan and if it's 

available. 

 The second question I have is kind of directed to Mr. Gallagher.  I have listened to the 

candidates nights speeches both on TV and at the library and I actually don't like to direct things to 

specific people, but he specifically brought it up about the Euclid Means Business campaign.  Mr. 

Gallagher, you mentioned that we have many, many calls on a monthly basis about new business 

coming to our City.  I know there are some new businesses relocated here like Target.  I don't really 

count Rick Case Honda because he's kind of across the street and it's great that he's built on our side; 

but he's not really new.  Additionally, you mentioned Progressive being interested in Euclid as well as 

Medic and another big one that I can't recall.  But I'd like to know maybe more specifics and the status 

of those requests. 

 And then my comment to whomever makes it a new Council is that status reports like that 

about money where we're spending on marketing campaigns and other things are really important to 

me as a citizen of the City.  I know we've spent a lot of money on that campaign.  I don't see a really 

big, big result to the campaign but maybe if you had reported more frequently about people asking 

about our City that might answer some questions. 

 And then lastly, this is kind of a comment and maybe it's a pet-peeve comment of mine and 

certainly not everyone thinks my ideas are great; but we've had a lot of talk about image of our City 

and attracting new people here and getting people that are here now to stay.  And we've talked about 

our school system.  We've talked about Shore Cultural Centre.  We've talked about lakefront 

development and lots of new things.  And this is a tiny, tiny thing but I've heard lots of current Council 

members, people who want to be Council members and other residents of our City talking about the 

Henn Mansion as the Henn house.  I don't know what comes to your mind when you say Henn house, 

but I know what comes to mine.  And it's a bunch of chickens squawking behind a chicken wire fence.  

That's not the image that, I think, we want to project of our City.  And I think when we talk about the 

image of our City that the way we refer to our buildings and it's a…I'm a board member at the Henn 

Mansion.  It's a beautiful building.  And if you haven't come to see it, come visit and I don't think you'll 

want to call it the Henn house any more.  Thank you. 

 

Director Koran - These studies that were paid for out of the Weed and Seed Grant the firm ULI is 

working on that.  We received some draft correspondence from them about 3 weeks ago.  We're still 

reviewing them.  When we do receive a final report, I will distribute that to City Council, the Weed 

and Seed Steering Committee and they will be available to the public.  It should be some time soon. 

 

President Cervenik - And why don't you make a few comments on the inquiries that we get on a 

weekly basis from companies from outside Euclid as Community Development Director. 

 

Director Koran - We constantly receive phone calls, letters, correspondence, e-mails from companies 

looking to move to Euclid.  We handle them all as well as we can.  I believe what Councilman 

Gallagher was talking about were several that came in specifically because of the radio ad those 

companies had heard.  For example, as you know, Medic Drug was looking to move into the Euclid 
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Square Mall site.  President Cervenik and I met with the President of Medic Drug several months ago.  

We hope that they do decide eventually to move to Euclid Square Mall.   

 With the economy the way it is, I think we should all be very thankful for the $25 million 

reinvestment that has occurred over the past 12 months.  I find it somewhat distressing that we can 

discount a project like Rick Case Honda.  That Mr. Case spent over $3 million on that building and has 

probably $5 million in inventory out in the parking lot without one penny of tax abatement he made the 

decision to move to the City of Euclid.  And I think that when you read a lot of the literature that's 

being passed out through the campaign and through other negative media items, we tend to discount 

things that we should be thankful and appreciative of. 

 Home Depot was an $8 million building, over 175 new employees; Tops, 175 new employees.  

The matrix that we gave City Council several weeks ago shocked me when we put it together.  Over 

the past 12 months, the City of Euclid has seen $25 million in new investment and that's just in real 

property.  That does not include the inventory.  I mentioned I think before, maybe not to this Council, 

but at our manufacturers' symposium which we had last week, company representatives from Lincoln 

Electric, for example, are shocked about the amount of investment that is occurring in Euclid.  Rick 

Trivisonno one of the upper echelon called me personally wondering what was going on up on Euclid 

Avenue at the A & D Machine building.   

 We are in the middle of a very serious recession.  I read recently the unemployment, the 

number of unemployed individuals is higher now than over the past 18 years.  And I think we should 

be thankful for what we have.  Can we say specifically that the Brokaw campaign brought in this 

company or that?  No, but I can say that we have $25 million in new building in the last 12 months. 

 

Councilman Gallagher - I'd like add to the comments of Director Koran.  That Brokaw campaign was 

instituted for a number of reasons, namely, to improve the image of the City as well as to attract new 

business.  The two editorials that the Cleveland Plain Dealer ran were just phenomenal assets in our 

efforts to improve our image.   

 As far as new business, we've received direct inquiries to the Mayor's office from CEOs.  CEOs 

don't typically call 877 numbers; they call when a CEO wants to talk to somebody, he calls the Mayor.  

We've received direct inquiries from University Hospitals, Medic Drug.  We've received inquiries from 

Progressive.  The Medic Drug is not just a drug store.  They were looking at relocating their 

operational facilities to one of the out buildings at Euclid Mall and that is still being contemplated by 

Medic Drug. 

 Inquiries to the City do not also come only from phone calls.  They come from the website 

inquiries; and if you look at the website, you can find the statistical section where you can see where 

upwards of 500 inquiries a month come into that website.  That's potentially 500 new businesses 

looking at the website every month as a place to relocate their business to Euclid. 

 As far as tangible results, we're asking these companies to make investments of like, Kory said, 

$3 million, $4 million.  Those investments don't happen in a matter of days or weeks or months.  They 

happen over the course of a year.  I am committed and I will defend that program.  It will pay results.  

It's already improved the image of the City.  I think the Mayor can tell you about the compliments he's 

received.  The First Suburb Consortium as far as this is absolutely the type of aggressive efforts a city 

like Euclid has to undertake. 

 

Mr. Harvey Mlachak - 23831 Lake Shore Blvd.  Just a few observations and comments.  Tonight I was 

very surprised, no I was shocked, that the City Administration would go down to Columbus before the 

State Liquor Board and have objections to a liquor permit for Mr. Jurcisin on Lake Shore Blvd.  And 

an additional comment was made tonight, well, we'll watch them.  What shocked me most is not too 

long ago I'm not sure how many of you were on Council at that time, you approved the sale of liquor 

and alcoholic beverage, the serving of alcohol in a City park.  You made mention of the proximity of a 

school when that park is directly across the street from a church.  It's right next to a playground that's 

used by a multitude of children who you endanger by serving these alcohol beverages in a park.  It just 

boggles my mind why you would try to decrease the revenue from a legitimate businessman that 

comes into this town.   

 I think you've all been watching TV on the upcoming elections.  And two weeks ago when the 

Euclid Taxpayer Alliance had their meeting here at City Hall, everybody turned their chairs around.  

They were on the other side of the desk and you know what they were doing?  They were looking 

every individual in the eye.  They were talking to us, right straight at us.  The other thing that they did 

the audio system in here the PA system was great.  At times I have a tough time hearing it, that night I 

had no problems at all.  You addressed that the situation some time ago and, par for the course, you've 

done nothing about it. 

 The other day I went past the skate board park at Memorial Park with the ordinance that Mr. 

Korosec tried to pass in regards to skate board helmets.  You painted the fence; you took all the rules 

and regulations down as far as bicycles and helmets and what time the park's open and who can use it 
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and who can't.  You ain't done a thing with that ordinance.  It's laying there; it's dead.  And if you 

watch the kids going through this town on their bicycle, there's not any more children wearing their 

helmets today than there were at that time.  I think that was a gross waste of time and trying to fool the 

people. 

 Another thing you mentioned is that tomorrow is Election Day.  It's very gratifying to walk or 

drive through our town and see all the political signs on people's yards, tree lawns and so forth backing 

their political candidate.  In spite of the fact that a few years ago, there was legislation introduced to 

get rid of all these political signs, for sale signs; where they should be; how big they should be.  At a 

cost of over $400,000 to the citizens of Euclid that legislation got defeated. 

 A gentleman made that if the Councilmen get defeated or whatever the story is, he hopes that 

they would remain in town which brings to my mind that every Councilman that's ever sat at these 

tables have expounded on what great town this is.  Well, the last three Councilmen that chose not to 

run, namely, Mr. Dallos, Mr. Farrell, and Mr. Vadnal.  I didn't look up the title transfers but within a 

short period of time, they left this town.  Tell me how great this town is, how great you politicians are.  

I keep forgetting, refresh my memory. 

 And the last thing I have here.  We have a great invasive ordinance that tells you that you have 

to keep your grass cut to 8" or less.  In the paper, I don't have a date on it but I believe it's on a Plain 

Dealer, it says Court tells City to pay attorney fees.  In Mayfield Hts. it took the attorney 7 years to 

beat it, but he's suing the City for $250,000 and attorney fees because they had an unconstitutional 

ordinance that told him to cut his weeds, his vines, his ivy down to 8" or less and the Court said you 

can't make the man do it.  The attorney said pay me.  Be careful whose grass you cut and when you go 

on his property that you don't also get sued for trespass.  Thank you. 

 

Mr. Ed Gudenas - 24555 Lake Shore Blvd.  Well, we obviously have an election coming up tomorrow.  

We conclude several months of campaigning and, of course, it's been an interesting campaign season.  

The voters will certainly, I think somewhat confused, 'cause we have some candidates such as myself 

that have said that crime is too high.  We show some examples of that and we have some statistics.  

And we have others that say crime is not too high and everything's fine.  We have some incumbents 

that say we take credit for all the new construction here in Euclid.  It's because of us.  We have a Tops; 

we have a Home Depot and a Rick Case and thank goodness that we're here.  We should be thankful 

for our good work.  And then we have others that say well, it's all nice that you're here but Rick Case 

and Tops and Home Depot would have come here anyway.  Because it's their money and they made 

the decision because property values are fairly low here that they could actually afford to make that 

investment and it worked out for everybody.  We have other people that say the income tax collections 

are going down here and it's because we've failed to attract enough businesses.  And it's basically the 

responsibility of our local government to bring in business and have income tax rates increase.  But 

then we have others who aren't in government that say hey, that's not our fault.  We take credit for the 

businesses that moved in, but we have nothing to do with those that moved out.  And the fact that tax 

collections are going down.  That's someone else's responsibility.   

 So the voters will have an interesting time because you have certain people that say if you 

spend $400,000 for advertising you should be able to show specifically what you got for it.  And you 

have others that say we spent $400,000 and trust us it worked and we'll let you know sometime in the 

future exactly what you got for it.   

 So I find it very interesting and I just congratulate everybody for your several months of hard 

work. I think people including myself probably have heard more than enough of everything so it's 

probably certainly time for an election coming up and I wish everybody here the best of luck.  Some 

more lock than others, but none the less it was an interesting campaign and good luck to everybody.  

Thank you. 

 

Councilwoman McGarry moved to rise and report; Councilman Gallagher seconded.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

 

COUNCILMEN'S COMMENTS 
 

Councilman Flowers - Just wanted to touch base with Tops.  Someone called me about the handicap 

parking over at Tops and whether or not there's enough over there for that area. 

 

Commissioner Apanasewicz - Yes, it does meet the current code.  You have take the parking lot in its 

totality.  Tops is not the only business over there.  It has the majority of the handicapped parking, four 

spaces, but there are two others spaces that are located at the further end of the parking lot.  So it does 

have the correct number of handicap parking spaces. 
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Councilman Flowers - Okay.  I did want to thank Mr. Gulich's department because I called last week in 

reference to the trash pickup and I talked to your secretary to make sure that it was picked up over at 

Alberdeen.  So thank you.  That's all I have to say. 

 

Councilman Gallagher - Just a comment on the issue of crime in the City.  There's a big misperception 

created by some that the City of Euclid is full of crime and a dangerous place to live.  That's absolutely 

not the case.  The organization that most businesses use to assess the crime risk is called the CAP 

Index.  The CAP Index indicates that the City of Euclid is a 1-3 rating for crime which is their lowest 

ranking at all.  The lowest rate of crime and their best ranking.  Downtown Euclid itself is a 1 which is 

their safest ranking. 

 Also, I think that many people read in the Plain Dealer over the past 2 weeks the issue of under 

reporting crimes by local police units.  The City of Cleveland has been proven to statistically under 

report their crimes and that many other cities have long been suspected of doing that as well.  In fact, 

it's become such an issue that the State Legislature has instituted legislation to require that all police 

departments report their crimes uniformly according to the very strict guidelines of the FBI which our 

Police Department does adhere to.  So when you read these statistical rankings out of the Cleveland 

Magazine do not take them as gospel; they are not fully accurate and trust more our Police Department 

and independent reporting agencies.  Thank you. 

 

President Cervenik - A good case in point, I haven't had the Magazine for a good three years but one 

year Beachwood was rated third worst in crime and basically it was because o f all the shoplifting and 

the way it was reported at Beachwood Mall and other.  A lot of its classifications and if you use the 

CAP Index  you need to look at the FBI statistics.  I know Chief Maine told me that they're going to 

look at how its reported in the Cleveland Magazine of all places. 

 

Councilman Gruber - First of all, I'd like to compliment the Police and Fire Departments on their 

activities on Halloween, especially the Fire Department.  I thought it was a great idea going through 

the neighborhoods with the trucks that were available.  It gave the people in the neighborhoods a sense 

of security and gave the children a safe haven.   

 Sidewalks, 224th, 226th, they're almost done.  I'd like to make sure that we get together Mr. 

Driscoll and do the last walk when everything is done and make sure all of the residents up there are 

happy.  I was up there over the weekend and things seemed to be coming into place.  There's a couple 

of minor issues. 

 Okay, let's talk trash.  Monday, of course, is Ward 4 trash collection day and Tuesday.  It kind 

of lingers a little into Tuesday.  But tonight I got 6 phone calls and that was just as I was coming in and 

a lot of it had to do with all of this trash going into the same truck the recycables.  Last week, I know, 

it wasn't until Tuesday afternoon that the trash got picked up on Chardon Hill.  I know we're in the 

midst of looking at other options for the trash pickup, but it's a pretty simple, basic City service and I 

think we should be able to provide it a little bit better for what we're paying.  And I know that Hank 

and his team are working as hard as possible on it. 

 As far as the Inland Plant, the 60 people that were employed that night.  I know at least 7 

policeman were paying City tax, 2 paramedics and 2 fire department personnel.  So at least we got the 

City tax out of them. 

 Mr. Hayes or Mr. Tollerup or whoever's jurisdiction it is, I've had a complaint and I've seen 

over the past several months numerous abandoned vehicles over at Indian Hills Apartments.  I'd 

appreciate it if we could through there.  Some have flat tires; some have broken windows.  It's taking 

up a parking place for the residents.  So if we could look into that matter I'd appreciate it.  Thank you 

very much. 

 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail - Mr. Udovic mentioned earlier what I was going to say.  The thank 

you to Bob DeMinico, Tom Berardinelli.  Thank you to Mr. Udovic for spearheading that project and 

the residents and boy scouts who helped to plant it.  It is a nice project there.  Just one thought is that 

we did have a small communication glich and some of the neighbors weren't quite aware of what was 

going on, but  I know that will be remedied in the future.  So just thank you to Mr. Udovic and the 

residents and that'll be a nice addition to that corner. 

Councilwoman Valencic - Director Gulich, are you following up with Nations Waste decision and as 

Councilman Gruber mentioned I know we gave 60-day grace period beginning September 4th?  Has 

any decision been made? 

 

Mayor Oyaski - I've had several conversations with Director Gulich and the Law Director as well.  

We're pursuing a thorough study of all our options.  Mr. Gulich I have authorized him to go out and get 

prices for a replacement contractor which we expect by the end of November.  We have gotten 

complaints along the lines of what Councilman Gruber talks about.  They picked up my recycling on 
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Tuesday morning, 24 hours after they picked up the garbage.  And we will have a decision to make 

around the first of December as to how much, if any, additional costs there would be involved in 

improving the service if the current vendor doesn't get the message and improve the service himself. 

 

President Cervenik - I just want to remind everybody to vote tomorrow from 6:30 in the morning to 

7:30 in the evening and the best of luck to all of you. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 
Councilman Korosec moved to adjourn; Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail seconded.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

 

Attest: 

 

______________________________                            _____________________________ 

Clerk of Council                              President of Council 

 


