
COUNCIL MINUTES 

MARCH 3, 2003 

 

The regular Council meeting was held on Monday, March 3, 2003 at 7 p.m. in the Euclid City Hall Council 

Chamber.  President Gudenas presided. 

 

Members Present: Delaney, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Langman, Lisy, McTighe, Miller, Sustarsic, Gudenas 

 

Others Present: Mayor Oyaski, Law Director Murphy, Acting CS&ED Director Gliha, Administrative 

Director Johnson, Parks & Recreation Director DeMinico, Public Service Director 

Gulich, Asst. Service Director Driscoll, Fire Chief Dworning, Police Captain Repicky, 

Zoning Commissioner Hayes, Building Commissioner Apanasewicz, Housing Manager 

Tollerup, Sgt.-at-Arms Volk, Clerk of Council Cahill 

 

Fr. McNulty delivered the Invocation. 

 

COMMUNICATIONS 

A memo from Director Balazs increasing the ambulance transportation fees. 

A letter for the County Engineer regarding the Motor Fuel Tax. 

The State's Transportation Financing Plan. 

A notice of hearing from the Division of Liquor Control reg. Euclid Dollar C1 & C2 permit 

From Buckeye Energy Brokers the Gas Aggregation Program Report for the 4th quarter of 2002. 

 

COUNCIL MINUTES 

Councilwoman Miller moved to receive and approve the Council Minutes of February 18, 2003.  Councilman 

Sustarsic seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

ADMINISTRATION REPORTS & COMMUNICATIONS 

Mayor Oyaski - The item #5, Ord. (386-03) is being pulled.  I had a good conversation with the 

Superintendent this afternoon.  We will keep you posted and solicit your input.  We have a number of issues 

that are before the two tax supported entities and we'll be working on a variety of them over the next few 

months.  So #5 is pulled, and other that, Mr. Chairman, it gives me great pleasure to invite Samantha Tolley 

and her parents forward at this time. 

 

President Gudenas - And we should also add for the benefit of anybody who's interested in speaking, #1 and 

#2 on the agenda will also be tabled.  Those are the rezoning requests.  And the item, I'm sorry 1 and 3, I'm 

sorry, 1 and 3 is going to be tabled.  And the one regarding the contribution for medical care is #7 will go to 

Committee and the one regarding the Early Retirement Program also will go to Committee, #6.  There'll be 

other times to talk about those. 

 

REPORTS & COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Councilwoman Miller moved to receive and approve the 2002 Annual Court Report,; Housing Department 

2002 Report; Fire Report - January 2003; Board of Control Minutes 2/10, 2/18/2003.  Councilman McTighe 

seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

President Gudenas - And one more thing, we do have an addition to the agenda 392-03. 

 

Councilwoman Miller - Since we're talking about the reports and committee minutes, I would like to request 

that the Animal Shelter, we haven't received any reports on that and I think even though it is partially closed 

that we should be receiving how many calls they made.  How many animals they've taken in.  Where those 

animals have gone, what has happened to them.  Same thing with the cats and such and how many animals 

have been returned to their owners during the day.  So we could have that report.  It would not be the exact, 

identical one as before but we can have that. 

 

President Gudenas - Okay, because there's a Committee meeting a week from day could that report be 

available prior to that? 

 

Captain Repicky - Yes, we will get those figures together. 

 

Councilwoman Miller - Thank you. 

 

Captain Repicky - You're welcome. 

 

President Gudenas - And I was going to say that we are also adding #392-03, which is an amendment to the 

contract with the Police Lodge #18 regarding the change to the contract to settle layoff issue.  That'll be on the 

agenda also. 
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Councilman Lisy moved to waive the 24-hour rule and place on the agenda Ord. (392-03); seconded by 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail.  

 

Roll Call:  Yea:  Delaney, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Langman, Lisy, McTighe, Miller, Sustarsic, Gudenas 

 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

Councilman McTighe moved to go into the Committee of the Whole for Legislative Matters Only; seconded 

by Councilman Gruber.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Mr. Jerry Corbran - 24250 Maplewood Dr.  And I'm speaking to the new addition on the agenda #392-03.  As 

a history buff I've noticed that spectacular achievements are usually reported with a one-line paragraph 

indicating the result, but seldom describing the sequence of events that led to that achievement.  So with that I 

looked into the behind the scenes process that averted potential layoffs of 11 police officers as a result of 

Mayor Oyaski's directive to cut all City departments spending by 12% regardless of the priority values.   

 Right out of the box, Councilman Dr. Fred Lisy, an expert budget analyst, spent many hours over the 

Police budget to completely understand where the money was spent.  He and Councilman, Council President 

Gudenas then designed a proposal to cut overtime costs.  Mr. Gudenas asked Chief Maine to set up a meeting 

with the union leaders, which occurred on February 21st.  Gudenas and Lisy went over the proposal to cut 

overtime, which included Lisy's calculations with the union leaders who said they would get back to them.  

The union reps made their cost cutting proposal on February 25th.  Mr. Gudenas informed the Mayor that their 

proposal was reasonable and should be accepted.  The union leaders stated that they would present it for a vote 

of their membership on February 26th and 27th.  That was last Wednesday and Thursday.  On the last Friday 

the meeting of the union reported acceptance by the membership.  It was agreed that the legislation would be 

prepared as an addition to tonight's agenda and that the news not be released until Monday.  Somehow a leak 

occurred, of course, and the Plain Dealer reported it on Saturday, the next day.  I guess it's hard to suppress 

good news.  However, the News Herald did an excellent job of reporting the story this morning, Monday. 

 The Police safety forces can be happy with a skillfully crafted agreement that with avert the threatened 

layoffs.  Those residents and police officers who were gravely concerned with the safety in the City can now 

rest easy thanks to the superior, analytical and negotiating skills of Council President Gudenas and 

Councilman Lisy.  I expect that the many who have previously expressed concern will now follow me to this 

microphone in thankful praise of those fine Council leaders who spent so many hours to bring this to a 

successful conclusion.   

 Gentlemen, Mr. Lisy and Mr. Gudenas, we thank you and congratulate you on your brilliant achievement.  

We think the voters chose well on November 2001.  Thank you. 

 

Mrs. Madeline Scarniench - 1511 E. 221.  Even though these are both being sent to Committee, I wanted to 

put my two cents in.  Item #6, the Early Retirement Incentive, I'm glad it's going into Committee.  I don't think 

now is the proper time to be voting on this.  Just from conversations with most of the Council people sitting 

here, this really hasn't been researched yet.  We still don't know if it can work.  So doing this now would be 

foolish so I'm glad it's going to committee. 

 As far as #7 is concerned, first, we cut their hours.  Then we gave them back their hours.  We give them 

no raises but now we're asking for money.  Until this budget is finished, no one should be asked to do 

anything.  The unions are all going to get raises and that's fine.  But these folks aren't getting any raise at least 

not at this time.  So putting this in committee is a good thing.  It shouldn't even have been put here to begin 

with because I know there's a lot of nervous people sitting out here.  Now isn't the time to make people 

nervous again.  We've been through that long enough and we're waiting to have this budget finished and 

everybody be able to go home and sleep at night knowing that they have a job, what's going on and working 

on next year.  So this is good that it's going into committee. 

 Item #8 on the agenda, this is a great idea.  When the Warden came up and said there's no way for her to 

hire part time people that live in this City, the first thing Council President Gudenas did is went over to the 

Law Director and said we need this on the agenda.  It's wonderful to see it here.  This should actually be the 

beginning.  In years past we have exempted other part time people for different reasons.  I think, and I know 

the Warden said she, part time has to be a 24-hour because they have to work a whole shift.  But I think 

legislation should be drafted that anyone that works 20 hours or less considering them part time people should 

also be exempted.  If we can't fill the positions with people who live here, there should be no reason that you 

can't go outside the City for that.  And this would be the beginning of actually talking about getting rid of the 

residency, which everybody knows how I feel about that. 

 As far as the item that is being brought before us that was spoken about before me, this is great.  I think 

everyone needs a pat on the back for this.  Because everyone knows how important it is to keep our police and 

fireman on the job.  And everyone worked.  It wasn't just one or two people, a whole lot of people, I think, 

were involved with this.  Everyone worked on it.  I know the Police have voted on it.  Fire hasn't voted on it 

yet.  But I'll expect at the next meeting that that will come forward because this is a win-win situation for 
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everybody, I believe.  I haven't seen the contract, but I applaud everyone who worked on making this happen 

so our police and firemen stay on the road.  Thank you. 

 

President Gudenas - We are very grateful to the union leaders of the Police Department considering that 

without their ideas and suggestions none of this could happen because they did come up with the majority of 

the input.  So thank you very much.  It's a pleasure doing business with you.  Anybody else? 

 

Councilman Sustarsic moved to rise and report; seconded by Councilman Langman.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

  Ord. (322-02) Tabled 
An ordinance rezoning property at 26110 Euclid Ave., P.P. #648-51-002, from U-4 (Commercial) use district 

to U-7 (Light Industrial) use district and further amending Ord. No. 2812.  (Sponsored by Councilman Gruber) 

 

Councilman Langman moved to table this ordinance; seconded by Councilman Gruber.  

 

Roll Call:  Yea:  Delaney, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Langman, Lisy, McTighe, Miller, Sustarsic, Gudenas 

Tabled. 

 

  Res. 36-2003 (380-03) Veterinary Clinic & Pet Supply Store 
A resolution granting a Special Use Permit to David A. Hammond, DVM to operate a Veterinary Clinic and 

Pet Supply Store at 24100 Lake Shore Blvd. P.P. No. 644-20-006, 007 and 043.  (Sponsored by Planning & 

Zoning Commission) 

 

Councilman Langman moved for passage; seconded by Councilman Delaney. 

 

Commissioner Hayes - This came to the Planning & Zoning Commission at the February meeting.  Dr. 

Hammond has entered into a purchase agreement to purchase the Emerson property along with the house that 

is behind that property, which is also owned by Mr. Emerson.  The amendment that you see in front of you 

was just to eliminate the parcel number from the house that were on the original application so that the house 

would not be a part of the special permit that has been requested.  And the reason this came is because 

according to Planning & Zoning ordinances this type of legislation for any type of veterinary clinic would 

have to come to the Planning & Zoning and be confirmed by Council prior to being approved. 

 It was approved at the Planning & Zoning Commission meeting unanimously, 4-0, by the members that 

were there and it has come to the Council for their confirmation. 

 

President Gudenas - And the question, are they planning on using the entire building? 

 

Commissioner Hayes - That is the plan, yes. 

 

Councilwoman Miller - Are they going to have any outdoor runs and such? 

 

Commissioner Hayes - Dr. Hammond said that there would be no outdoor runs or overnight boarding of dogs 

or animals.  So more or less it would be run the way he had it on Shore Center? 

 

Commissioner Hayes - That's correct. 

 

Councilwoman Miller - Thank you. 

 

Roll Call:  Yea:  Delaney, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Langman, Lisy, McTighe, Miller, Sustarsic, Gudenas 

Passed. 

 

  Res. (381-03) Tabled 
A resolution granting a Special Permit to Ken Press, President of PDS Holdings, LLC, to allow a U-5 

(Warehouse) Use in a U-6 (Industrial/Manufacturing) use District at 23420-32 Lakeland Blvd., P.P. No. 647-

07-005.  (Sponsored by Planning & Zoning Commission) 

 

Councilman Sustarsic moved to table resolution; seconded by Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail. 

 

Roll Call:  Yea:  Delaney, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Langman, Lisy, McTighe, Miller, Sustarsic, Gudenas 

Tabled. 
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  Ord. 37-2003 (385-03) Lincoln Electric Co. Tax Incentives 
An emergency ordinance authorizing the Mayor of the City of Euclid, Ohio to enter into an agreement with 

The Lincoln Electric Company for the granting of special tax incentives (75% - ten years personal property) 

for a project which will enable The Lincoln Electric Company to establish a Corporate Customer Service 

Center within the City of Euclid and to create and preserve employment opportunities within an Enterprise 

Zone located in the City of Euclid.  (Sponsored by Mayor Oyaski request of CS&ED Director) 

 

Councilman Lisy moved for passage; seconded by Councilman McTighe. 

 

Acting Director Gliha - This project consists of the relocation of the Corporate Distribution Center from 

Mentor to Euclid, thus creating an expanded Corporate Customer Service Center here in Euclid.  The creation 

of the Corporate Customer Service Center will put back to use the underutilized EP3 building located at the 

southeast corner of E. 222nd Street and St. Clair, 80 retained Customer Service employees will be joined by the 

32 Customer Distribution Center employees relocated from Mentor. 

 The employees relocating to Euclid will generate 1.6 million in new payroll while the retention of the 80 

existing employees represents 2.3 million in payroll.  Lincoln's investment in real property improvements and 

personal property improvements will be approximately 30.5 million.  To give you a little example of the 

investment that Lincoln has made in the City of Euclid over the last 10 years, the investment in real and 

personal property totals 106.2 million that we are aware of.  That does not include a lot of work that's been 

done inside the building that the City did not participate in.  Last Thursday the Mayor and myself took a tour 

and the old factory is looking as modern as ever and they're prepared for when this economy does turn around 

and go forth.   

 Just to give you a little example of what Lincoln Electric does mean to the City.  In the year 2002 real and 

personal property tax paid was 2.3 million, income tax was 3.5 million.  Mr. Richard Trivisonno the Director 

of Customer Logistics is here and will answer any questions, Mr. Chairman, that Council may have. 

 

President Gudenas - Thank you.  That is very good news to have jobs coming from Mentor to Euclid and 

thank you for coming.  Are there any specific questions to ask?  Anything you'd like to say then? 

 

Mr. Richard Trivisonno - Well, I don't know if I should say too much.  I haven't heard the word no all evening 

so I hate to stop that trend.  But, no, sincerely, I really do appreciate both the Mayor and the members of this 

Council for their swift consideration in this matter.   

 Ironically, this project came about due to the poor economy that we're all operating in.  You know, we're 

dealing with the same type of budgetary-type issues that you're dealing with on a daily basis.  And we had a 

large asset that was underutilized as Bob indicated and get you focused on really watching your house and 

dealing with your assets.  So it's a substantial investment for us of 5 million that probably won't put any more 

worth in that building.  But it's truly the right thing to do and gives us, I think what you'll find is that we'll look 

back at this decision 5 years from now and it was a major decision to help our organization to grow in this 

community.  So thank you. 

 

President Gudenas - Thank you and with that we can proceed. 

 

Councilman Langman - Director Gliha, can Mentor hold up this process in any way at this point? 

 

Acting Director Gliha - This morning, we received total clearance from the State and the City of Mentor so we 

are all, no, after this is passed I gave Mr. Trivisonno the contracts.  They will be executed and we will forward 

them to the County Commissioners and, hopefully, schedule a meeting very quickly with them so that the 

project can go forward. 

 

Councilman Langman - Very good.  Thank you. 

 

Councilman Langman moved to suspend the rules; seconded by Councilman Gruber.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Roll Call:  Yea:  Delaney, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Langman, Lisy, McTighe, Miller, Sustarsic, Gudenas 

Passed. 

 

  Ord. (386-03) Pulled 
An ordinance repealing Ordinance No. 261-2000 passed by Council of the City of Euclid, which authorized an 

annual grant of $25,000.00 to be paid each January, to the Euclid City School District.  (Sponsored by Mayor 

Oyaski) 

 

Mayor Oyaski pulled ordinance. 
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  Res. (389-03) Early Retirement Incentive Program 
A resolution to authorize an Early Retirement Incentive Program for the City of Euclid, Ohio.  (Sponsored by 

Mayor Oyaski and Councilmen Delaney, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Langman, Lisy, McTighe, Miller, 

Sustarsic) 

 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail moved for passage; seconded by Councilman Gruber. 

 

President Gudenas - We could add this to our Committee meeting Wednesday coming up. 

 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail moved to send legislation to Executive/Finance Committee; seconded by 

Councilwoman Miller. 

 

Roll Call:  Yea:  Delaney, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Langman, Lisy, McTighe, Miller, Sustarsic, Gudenas 

Ordinance placed in Committee. 

 

  Ord. (388-03) Health Benefits Non-Union Employees 
An emergency ordinance amending Sections 22.2 and 22.3(A) of Ordinance 227-1996, The Consolidated 

Compensation Ordinance, relating to Health Benefits for City of Euclid personnel other than employees in a 

collective bargaining union and Municipal Court employees.  (Sponsored by President Gudenas) 

 

Councilwoman Miller moved to place legislation into the Executive/Finance Committee; seconded by 

Councilman Delaney. 

 

President Gudenas - This will not be on the agenda this Wednesday.  It'll be at a future date because there's a 

lot to go over, especially the starting time and all this kicks in to be fair to all our non-union workers.  So it'll 

be at a future date. 

 

Roll Call: Yea:  Delaney, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Langman, Lisy, McTighe, Miller, Sustarsic, Gudenas 

Ordinance placed in Committee. 

 

  Ord. 38-2003 (390-03) Residency - P/T Correction Officers 
An emergency ordinance adding Section 155.12 to Chapter 155, Employees Generally, of the Codified 

Ordinances of the City of Euclid to provide an exemption from the residency requirement for Part-time 

Corrections Officers employed by the City.  (Sponsored by President Gudenas) 

 

Councilman Sustarsic moved for passage; seconded by Councilwoman Miller. 

 

President Gudenas - This was the direct result of our Committee meeting last week to reduce a great deal of 

overtime expense so that the Jail operates more efficiency in terms of labor expense and we were not able to 

fill all the jobs.  Euclid residents still would have priority if they're interested.  They need special certification 

and the like for this position.  Anything to add? 

 

Captain Repicky - Yeah, we already looked over the ad and we're going to put on there training preferred but 

not required.  And we're looking 4-6 weeks to hire once we get more applicants. 

 

President Gudenas - Is there anybody in the City of Euclid looking for part-time job?  We have it here. 

 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail - Not looking for another part-time job, but just wanted to ask, what 

constitutes part-time?  Is there a limit to the number of hours that they can work? 

 

Captain Repicky - I believe it can't be more than 30 hours, 30 or 32 per week.  We budgeted for 24 hours per 

week so we should be.  We figured out tentatively we should save about $9.25 per hour if we had to pay 

somebody else overtime to stay over.  So the sooner we get on board the sooner the savings will be realized. 

 

President Gudenas - And it was recommended in the Jefferson Wells report regarding the part-time dispatch 

personnel.  Do we have a problem filling those, that part-time people over there? 

 

Captain Repicky - No, that is also a non-resident.  It's been passed several years ago so we're also working on 

that. 

 

President Gudenas - That's already been waived? 

 

Captain Repicky - Yes, already been waived. 
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President Gudenas - Okay, any other questions? 

 

Councilman Sustarsic - I'm certainly for this and I think it's another case of just chipping away at the residency 

law and I think we should just, Council should seriously consider going ahead and just getting rid of, what I 

consider to be the antiquated residency requirements we do have.  We have heard from several Directors and 

others that it gets in the way as far as hiring qualified people, as far as hiring people that are available for the 

particular positions.  And, again, this was certainly a good example of that.  And so with that, like I said, I 

hope this Council would consider that in the future.  Thanks. 

 

Councilman Sustarsic moved to close debate; seconded by Councilwoman Miller.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Councilman Sustarsic moved to suspend the rules; seconded by Councilman McTighe.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Roll Call:  Yea:  Delaney, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Langman, Lisy, McTighe, Miller, Sustarsic, Gudenas 

Passed. 

 

  Ord. 39-2003 (384-03) Purchase Housing Rehab Materials 
An ordinance authorizing the CS&ED Director of the City of Euclid to purchase housing rehabilitation 

materials and supplies (i.e., vinyl siding, etc.) from a qualified business enterprise, after soliciting for 

proposals, as part of the Community Development Block Grant program, at a cost not to exceed $40,000.00 

(Sponsored by Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail by request of CS&ED Director) 

 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail moved for passage; seconded by Councilman Langman. 

 

Acting Director Gliha - This will allow us to continue our siding program that's been going on for about 8-10 

years now.  We are slowly eliminating the paint program and siding all the big wood houses that we have in 

Euclid.  The reason the paint program is being eliminated is the new lead-based paint regulations make it very 

difficult to be painting houses that may contain exterior lead in their paint.  We intent, or hope to if the 

weather cooperates, do 20-25 homes.  Our average home size is 18 squares.  The average material costs is 

about 2,100 per home.  And our average labor cost is about 3500.  We did, the last couple of years, look to 

bidding to outside contractors to help us get more homes done.  The cheapest price we could get was more 

than double what we can do ourselves.  So we felt that we can continue to attack the waiting list, which we do 

have each year, and if the weather cooperates, we may be able to get 30 homes done this year.  If there are any 

other questions, I'd be glad to answer them. 

 

President Gudenas - Are there income restrictions on those? 

 

Acting Director Gliha - The Federal income restrictions 80% of the median income.  If you call our office at 

289-2830, we will make sure that an application is taken and we will check out your eligibility. 

 

President Gudenas - They get choice of colors? 

 

Acting Director Gliha - We are limiting it to white, Mr. Chairman. 

 

President Gudenas - Any color you want as long as it's white.  Anybody else? 

 

Councilman McTighe moved to suspend the rules; seconded by Councilman Lisy.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Roll Call:  Yea:  Delaney, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Langman, Lisy, McTighe, Miller, Sustarsic, Gudenas 

Passed. 

 

  Ord. 40-2003 (367a-03) Building Departments Fees Increased 
An emergency ordinance repealing the existing Section 1703.65 and enacting a new Section 1703.65 of the 

Building and Housing Code of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Euclid and amending Section 1705.06 

and 1743.22 of the Building and Housing Code and Section 1301.03 of the Planning and zoning Code of the 

Codified Ordinances of thee City of Euclid, increasing permit fees for all applications received on or after 

March 31, 2003.  (Sponsored by Councilman Lisy by request of CS&ED Director)  (Recommended for 

passage by Planning & Zoning Commission) 

 

Councilman Gruber moved for passage; seconded by Councilman Delaney. 
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President Gudenas - These were discussed in Planning & Zoning.  My guess is we'll have some complaints 

after they're in maybe you can look them up very, very carefully because they all went up equally and some 

may have gone up more than they should have. 

 

Councilman McTighe - Just out of curiosity, how did, was their a certain percentage applied for all the rates 

across the board or how was this determined on what was what? 

 

Commissioner Apanasewicz - There, generally speaking, the rates were applied at 3% a year.  Since the last 

increase, which was 1993, in some cases the fees were adjusted downward, specifically, heating permits were, 

for residential, were brought in line with other types of permits for that, those types of trades, electrical, 

plumbing and heating to keep those consistent.  There are other fees that were raised higher than that 3% that 

was based upon the number of inspections that we do, specifically, new single-family homes. 

 

Councilman McTighe - Thanks. 

 

Councilman McTighe moved to suspend the rules; seconded by Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

 

Roll Call:  Yea:  Delaney, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Langman, Lisy, McTighe, Miller, Sustarsic, Gudenas 

Passed. 

 

  Ord. 41-2003 (383-03) Euclid Cemetery Fees Increase 
An emergency ordinance amending Chapter 949 of the Streets, Utilities and Public services Code of the 

Codified Ordinances of the City of Euclid to increase fees for services rendered at the Euclid Cemetery.  

(Sponsored by Councilman Sustarsic by request of Parks & Recreation Director) 

 

Councilman McTighe moved for passage; seconded by Councilman Langman. 

 

President Gudenas - This proves we are looking at everything. 

 

Director DeMinico - It's been many years since the fees at Euclid Cemetery, which many people don't know 

we own and operate, have been addressed.  We did some research with some other communities as well as 

some private cemeteries and the recommendations are there in front of you.  We average anywhere from 5-6 

burials a year.  We're on that average, actually, we're ahead of the average now because we have 3 so far in 

2002, 2003 excuse me. 

 

President Gudenas - These are all one-time fees. 

 

Councilman Gruber - How many spaces are left at the cemetery, Director? 

 

Director DeMinico - We have no spaces available for sale.  All of the plots have been purchased many years 

ago.  So the plots that have been sold people will come back to us, family member will have the proof of 

purchases and we go ahead and do the research and plot the grave and probe it and make sure that everything 

is there.  That the space is open.  So there are none for sale. 

 

Councilman Gruber moved to suspend the rules; seconded by Councilman Sustarsic.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Roll Call:  Yea:  Delaney, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Langman, Lisy, McTighe, Miller, Sustarsic, Gudenas 

Passed. 

 

  Res. 42-2003 (387-03) Natureworks Grant Amendment 
a resolution amending Resolution 91-2001, passed by council on May 21, 2001, which authorized the Mayor 

of the city of Euclid, or his designee, to apply for and accept the Natureworks grant from the Ohio Department 

of Natural Resources (ODNR), to renovate the Park located on Russell Avenue off East 250th Street, and 

amending the total expenditure for this project from $75,000.00 to $80,000.00.  (Sponsored by Councilman 

McTighe by request of the Parks & Recreation Director) 

 

Councilman McTighe moved for passage; seconded by Councilman Delaney. 

 

Director DeMinico - We originally put our Natureworks grant together April of 2001.  We used our 

projections.  We budgeted $75,000 for the complete construction of the Russell Avenue Park.  We opened our 

bids.  Low bid was approximately $78,000.  So I'm asking Council's approval to increase from 75,000 to 
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80,000 and we would be able to award the contract at next week's Board of Control.  And talking with the low 

bidder, he feels very comfortable that by mid-summer, at the latest, Russell Avenue Park would be renovated. 

 

President Gudenas - I believe Councilman Delaney has some surprises.  That was the location of our first 

cemetery, park over there. 

 

Councilman Delaney - I believe all the bodies have been moved.  No haunted playgrounds in the City. 

 

Director DeMinico - Well, that's good news. 

 

Councilman Langman - Director DeMinico, could you just go over the particulars of the project? 

 

Director DeMinico - Yes, Councilman Langman.  We've had a lot of input from the residents.  We had a 

survey that was completed, approved with the Recreation Commission.  We're going to be removing some of 

the existing chain-link fence and put in the decorative split-rail fences.  We're going to be putting in paved 

walkways from the Russell Avenue side into a new landscaped plaza area with park benches and some trees.  

The playground will be removed.  The old antiquated equipment will be taken out.  We are going to purchase 

a new playground equipment.  The existing swings are only about 6 years old so those are going to remain the 

same.  We'll be taking out the old wood chips and putting in a new safer surface, boxing in, cleaning it up.  

The basketball court will be removed.  Currently, the backboards have been removed from there.  We're going 

to take that area completely out and just make that open green space and that will encompass most of the 

improvements. 

 I did forget to mention that $56,000 will be returned back to the Recreation Capital Account upon 

successful completion of the project, which will be turned back in probably in early 2004. 

 

Councilman Sustarsic - One last thing, I'd like to say that I'm sure the neighbors are going to be thrilled with 

us because of the problems that we've had in the past year, in particular, if not further than that further along 

than that, a lot of younger families there.  A lot of people that have just moved into the City and they were 

looking for a safe place they could take their kids and I think this will answer everything.  Thank you. 

 

Director DeMinico - Thank you, Councilman Sustarsic, and they will be very happy.  We, again, in the survey 

our original plans had for a small pavilion area with barbecue grills and things.  And the majority of the 

residents spoke loud and clear and they said they do not want a small pavilion in there.  They really want a 

playground designed for families and younger children.  So we listened and we took that out of the original 

plan.  So it's a great relationship and it should be a great improvement into the neighborhood. 

 

President Gudenas - Yes, it will. 

 

Roll Call:  Yea:  Delaney, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Langman, Lisy, McTighe, Miller, Sustarsic, Gudenas 

Passed. 

 

  Ord. 43-2003 (382-03) CourtMaster/2000 Support Svcs. Program 
An emergency ordinance authorizing the Clerk of Court of the Municipal Court of the City of Euclid to enter 

into an agreement (a copy of which is attached) with Innovare Solutions, LLC, 5800 Landerbrook Drive, 

Mayfield Heights, Ohio 44124, for a Support Services Program to its CourtMaster/2000 computer program.  

(Sponsored by Council President Gudenas by request of Judge LeBarron) 

 

Councilwoman Miller moved for passage; seconded by Councilman Sustarsic. 

 

President Gudenas - This is for the Court out of their budget.  I think you can just proceed with that. 

 

Councilwoman Miller moved to suspend the rules; seconded by Councilman Sustarsic.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Roll Call:  Yea:  Delaney, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Langman, Lisy, McTighe, Miller, Sustarsic, Gudenas 

Passed. 

 

  Ord. 44-2003 (392-03) Addendum to Police Union Contract 
An emergency ordinance authorizing the Mayor of the city of Euclid to enter into an Addendum Agreement to 

the Collective Bargaining Agreement between the City of Euclid and the Fraternal Order of Police Lodge #18, 

covering the period January 1, 2002 through December 31, 2005.  (Sponsored by Council President Gudenas, 

Councilman Lisy and Mayor Oyaski) 

 

Councilman Lisy moved for passage; seconded by Councilman McTighe. 
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Mayor Oyaski - There's an opportunity here, I think, to work with the FOP and the management of the Police 

Department to relieve a great deal of the financial stress on that part of the budget.  And I was just reminded a 

little while ago, I read Thomas Jefferson's biography over the weekend and he said that there's no limit to what 

you can accomplish when no one cares who gets the credit.  So I think this is an important example of that 

because not only did the Police Chief and the FOP and the Committee and the Jail Warden work together to 

make this happen.  And I do want to acknowledge the special interest to the two co-sponsors, but this is a good 

agreement in an important area.  It does relieve some of the stress on the budget for 2003 by stretching out, 

deferring overtime payments over the next several years.  And it's something, I think, we need to go forward 

with tonight.  Thank you. 

 

President Gudenas - And important part, we're also pledging not to go through the same thing next year.  That 

there would be no layoffs also next year in case we're in financial trouble, we sit down and work another plan. 

 

Councilman McTighe - How long is the deferment for? 

 

Mayor Oyaski - The Executive Officer can explain that, but basically, it defers it to other than 2003 and it's 

over the next several years, basically depending upon when individual police officers retire.  So it's a 

substantial deferral. 

 

Captain Repicky - That is true.  Our, if you look at the agreement, we're opening another bank as we call it of 

comp time.  And any officer that'll be leaving within the next 3-5 years will probably fill that up so it's not 

going to cost the City anything for the next 3-4 years until he retires.  He or she retires.  And also, I would like 

to also thank the Mayor, even though some people don't agree, but he did bring all sides together in this and 

without him I don't think we could have accomplished this in such a short period of time. 

 

Councilman Gruber - Can you give us a brief overview of the mechanics of the agreement so that everyone 

understands at home and in the audience?  So everyone understands how this bank works. 

 

President Gudenas - Well, there's basically three parts to the agreement.  One is Police Chief Maine and 

Captain Repicky they can cut actual overtime hours by around $50,000 with the overhead that's probably 

savings around $65,000.  Then there's something called FLSA days, which the police officers are entitled to 

take in the form of cash.  But they've agreed to defer that.  That's about $110,000 with the overhead which 

runs about 30%.  It's probably around $145,000 or so.  Then there's a standard overtime, which is when they 

work extra hours and things like that.  They have agreed to take half in cash.  They could take all in cash right 

now.  The other half is going to be added to their retirement.  So when they leave the position they will take 

that overtime then. 

 

Mayor Oyaski - Another point, the parties agreed to monitor this on a quarterly basis to make sure we're 

meeting our targets as well.  So Council President did summarize it accurately, but it's also something we 

haven't done before and we are going to be monitoring it with the FOP and with the Police Department 

management over the next several months. 

 

President Gudenas - I'm hoping we can actually monitor it monthly once we can get some financial reporting 

systems in place.  Because something like this, not just this, but all of our budget systems, we really need to 

watch monthly instead of quarterly.  Because by the time you hit a new quarter, it might be a little late to make 

any significant changes. 

 

Councilman McTighe - So we should realize about $400,000 from implementing this then? 

 

President Gudenas - 400 less in expenses. 

 

Councilman McTighe - Less, all right. 

 

President Gudenas - That was our goal.  In other words to spend $400,000 less. 

 

Councilman McTighe - Right. 

 

President Gudenas - Some of it will actually be savings; some of it will be deferred to future years, retirement 

years, etc. 

 

Councilman McTighe - Right. 
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President Gudenas - And the other, again, the goal was to save a total of 700,000.  The other 250-300 we hope 

to have from the changes in the Jail operations with the County.  We do seem to have additional visitors and 

we're hoping with the reduction in overtime that that will make up the difference.  The goal was for the Mayor 

to get 700 some thousand dollars.  We believe we've pieced it together from various sources with everyone's 

cooperation.  And it really did piece it together because this was a puzzle.  We had to have the part-time 

correction officers; we had to have the new ideas from the Jail Warden for the bunk beds and lowering the 

prices, which was very innovative in bringing the County prisoners.  The Police Union's innovative ideas on 

FLSA days and overtime and Fred Lisy's analytical skills and the Mayor's office to have all the meetings. 

 

Mayor Oyaski - Oh, well, thank my office. 

 

President Gudenas - Any other questions? 

 

Councilman McTighe moved to suspend the rules; seconded by Councilman Gruber.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Roll Call:  Yea:  Delaney, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Langman, Lisy, McTighe, Miller, Sustarsic, Gudenas 

Passed. 

 

CEREMONIAL RESOLUTION 

  Res. 35-2003 (391-03) Samantha Tolley 
A resolution of congratulations to Samantha Tolley a top student in the Euclid Post 343 of the American 

Legion's Americanism and Government Program.  (Sponsored by Mayor Oyaski and entire Council) 

 

Councilwoman Miller moved for passage; seconded by Councilman Lisy. 

 

Roll Call:  Yea:  Delaney, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Langman, Lisy, McTighe, Miller, Sustarsic, Gudenas 

Passed. 

 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

Councilwoman Miller moved to go into the Committee of the Whole; seconded by Councilman Lisy.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

 

Mrs. Dorothy Fike - 20271 Delaware Rd.  I almost hate to bring this up, but I will.  We're seeing or I'm seeing 

a lot of potholes in the street.  I know the weather is bad, but I'm going to ask the Service Director are we 

going to be able to repair the potholes and when?  I know when the weather breaks, but I know with these 

layoffs I'm not sure what the seasonal employees because I haven't had a chance to talk to you about it.  You 

know, just what it means, so can you tell a little bit about it. 

 

Director Gulich - Dorothy, we'll be out adamantly after those potholes with the cold patch and tighten 

material.  Course, when you get this extremely cold weather and conditions like today, they're temporary at 

best.  Hopefully, we'll avoid most of this next storm blowing this way, but we will be relying on our crews to 

be cold patching in the meantime. 

 

Mrs. Fike - Do you have someone, you know, check I don't mean police or anyone or do you just wait for 

people to call in where they might be? 

 

Director Gulich - Dorothy, we know where they're at.  We know how to find them.  That's not a problem.  If 

you do, if someone notices one out there that for some reason is not getting any attention, we might have had a 

water hole that's gone down.  We do keep a regular list of these so we do know where they're at, but please 

anyone can call the Service Department or my office at and let us know. 

 

Mrs. Fike - Yeah, that's the one where the patch was on Delaware and Glenridge, not the latest one, the one 

before that and where the patch is there's a nice pothole there.  So thank you. 

 

Director Gulich - We're kind of having a good old-fashioned winter this year. 

 

Mr. William Hilf - 891 E. 237 St.  First, start off with formalities, the tenants at Shore Cultural Centre will be 

holding its Spring into Shore open house on Thursday, March 27, 2003 from 6-8 p.m.  There will be 

refreshments, entertainment and a raffle.  The big center piece of the evening will be the ribbon cutting 

ceremony for the Euclid Hunger Center, which has renovated its space. 

 Now to speak about other things about Shore a little more personal.  The Jefferson Wells report came out 

and once again, the bean counters and attorneys have decided that Shore has to go or we have to jack up the 

prices, then close it again.  Just love this.  The fact that if you, so many figures keep coming about how much 
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our building seems to cost the City each year.  And I've tried to go with the numbers I've heard the most, 

which you said about last year was about 160,000.  And I believe with moving someone over to the ice rink 

dropped to about 112,000.  And did a little bit of math figuring out last year City's budget and even the 

proposed budget this year and Shore's budget comes down to about less than 1/2 of 1% of the City's budget.  

And that doesn't take into account something that I kind of assumed but figured out.  That while it's a Park & 

Recs. building and Parks & Recs. has started using it a bit more over the last couple of years for basketball and 

volleyball, it doesn't take into account that the gyms they use aren't rentable when they're using them.  So how 

many ever hours that Parks & Recs. uses that a week or a month, it's not rentable.  It doesn't earn any income 

and that doesn't go into the figures of how much the building's making.  It gets used a bit more than people 

think and it's getting to be a bit ridiculous that every time there's a budget problem in this City it's Shore's 

fault.  Considering it's such a small amount of the City's budget, but it always comes down that we're the ones 

causing all the problems for the City.  And I think part of that is it's very hard, I guess, for the people that look 

at the figures, the attorneys, the lawyers, the accountants to put a number on culture.  This happens every time 

that there's any budget problems with any city, state, organization.  It's the arts that go first and it's not fair 

because Shore brings a lot into downtown Euclid.  There's never been a study done to figure out just about 

how many people use that building, how many people we bring into that building.  And then I know at least 

from experience with our theater company for rehearsal how many parents after they drop the kids off, they're 

not going to sit in the parking lot and wait.  So they go and hit all the local stores.  Wendy's business on a 

Saturday would drop a ton if Upstage stopped having its rehearsals there on Saturdays and having 80-90 kids 

down there with all their parents. 

 The Jefferson Wells report and Shore also brings me to Councilman McTighe.  Read the Sun Journal this 

last week and saw his comments in Jeff Piorkowski's column about he had all these ideas for changing the size 

of the Council and he had this great proposal months ago to take care of Shore.  And how, you know, they 

should have given him the fee for Jefferson Wells. 

 Yeah, I remember that whole debate over the, his Shore proposal back on June 17th.  And it's kind of 

amazing how many 8-1 and 7-1 votes we've seen over some of Councilman McTighe's legislation.  One thing 

I will say, though you know, if they were going to give him the Jefferson Wells fee, maybe, it's too bad that 

they already spent the fee on Brokaw.  Because his comments that night got us more publicity tan Brokaw 

ever did.  I've never seen our name more on radio, TV and in the newspapers.  Councilman McTighe really 

should have no voice in what happens at Shore.  I realize he's the Chair of the Parks & Recs. Committee, but 

he's never seen in the building.  I've asked.  Nobody's seemed to seen him there.  He doesn't talk to anybody 

there.  He has no idea what goes on in our building yet he's the one up here that comes up and says that we 

should get rid of it, is the first one to want to get rid of it.  And he has no real, he doesn't know anything about 

the building rather than the fact about a couple numbers and what he hears from other people.   He can't even 

get anyone else up here to back him on that.   

 So I'm inviting everyone to come to our open house and see what goes on beside the brick and the mortar.  

And what we read in the newspaper and the facts and figures that we hear.  See what's going on in the 

building.  See what the tenants are doing and then you'll see what Shore means to this City.  Thank you. 

 

Mr. Nathan Clark - 2120 Glenridge Rd.  I stand before you as a representative of a group of concerned citizens 

of the City of Euclid, the Euclideans for Peace.  We are concerned about U.S. Government's plans for a war on 

the country of Iraq.  We are concerned because many of us have loved ones in the military, who we do not 

believe the case has been made for sacrificing their precious lives in this crisis.  We are concerned because the 

weapons inspections now underway in Iraq are bearing fruit and must be allowed to continue.  We are 

concerned because on Saturday, February 15th, the people of the world in hundreds of massive, peaceful 

demonstrations proportions never before seen in the history of the world, including millions in the U.S. alone 

and many more millions abroad communicated to us that war is not a just solution.  Finally, we are concerned 

because our country is on the brink of an economic disaster.  We of the City of Euclid and cities all over this 

country have no money to provide basic services.  We are laying off good capable men and women who 

protect us here in our cities, our police officers and firefighters.  Ladies and gentlemen, we are broke and this 

new war are leaders want to start has a huge price tag associated with it.   

 What an invasion of Iraq cost American taxpayers?  The most conservative estimates hover around a 

hundred billion dollars, 100 billion.  That's a whole lot of money, too much to imagine in fact.  So let me put it 

in real terms for you. Just pretend we were able to spend that 100 billion on the cities of our nation instead 

giving each city a little slice of the pie.  According to the National Priorities Project if you take Kalamazoo, 

Michigan as an example, you figure that by paying their regular income tax the citizens of Kalamazoo will 

contribute about 18.2 million of that 100 billion.  If Kalamazoo was able to keep that 18.2 million and spent it 

on their own citizens, here's some things they could do.  They could pay for 2,845 of their children to be 

enrolled in Head Start.  They could hire 329 elementary school teachers.  They could provide health care 

coverage for 10,454 uninsured children.  And thanks to the extra work of the Council, the budget crisis has 

been averted temporarily here, but the money, I'm sure, that would come to Euclid would be plenty enough to 

rehire any laid off employees.  So I imagine, also, you could probably have money left over to redevelop 

Euclid Square Mall, you know.  There's an awful lot you could do with those quantities of money. 
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 We need to stop the endless expense of our cash to fund a military adventure that will only bring more 

anger and more terrorism among nations of the Middle East.  None of the hard-earned dollars we will pay to 

support a war will come back here to Euclid, Ohio.  We need to give a wake-up call to our Federal 

Government.  American citizens need jobs; we need health care.  We need to strengthen Social Security.  We 

have been bled enough.  Cities across the nation are joining forces and approving resolutions to say to our 

President, Mr. President, do you want to go to a war?  Here is your war, right here.  Right here, here in our 

cities; here in Euclid, Ohio we are fighting a war every single day against joblessness, against skyrocketing 

medical costs and we're left saddled with new costs for Homeland Security requirements.  We can't afford a 

war we're not even sure we need over in Iraq some place.  We need to fight this war, right here in city hall.  

Come fight this war with us, Mr. President.  We need a military budget like you plan to spend over there, 125 

city resolutions have passed already, 8 in northeastern Ohio alone including Cleveland, East Cleveland, 

Cleveland Heights, Shaker Heights and Akron and 133 more campaigns are underway with yet more starting 

almost daily.  And now today in Euclid, Ohio by officially kicking off our campaign for a Euclid City 

resolution for peace we make that number 134. 

 We're collecting signatures and we're petitioning the City of Euclid to adopt such a resolution and so far 

the response has been overwhelming. I can tell you from my own experience that well over 75% of the people 

I've approached are eager to sign.  People from every walk of life, veterans, mothers, factory workers, 

teachers, police officers, librarians.  Some of these people have taken time out of their busy schedules tonight 

just to come and see your faces and let you know the people of Euclid want peace.  We need peace and we 

need to focus on rebuilding our community first. 

 Our campaign is still building and we aim to have a resolution ready for a floor vote at the next meeting 

of City Council.  We are the Euclideans for Peace.  We can be reached at phone number 556-0672 or at e-mail 

address euclidpeace@yahoo.com.  Euclid thanks you, Ladies and Gentlemen of the Council, for embracing 

peace and prosperity with us tonight. 

 

Miss Kaylie Simmerer - 22200 Hadden Rd.  I am a daughter, a sister, a girlfriend, a friend, a citizen of the 

United States.  I've lived in Euclid for 11 years and I'm now a junior at the Euclid High School.  I am here to 

represent students who are opposed to war.  You'd think that'd be easy because I am a student opposed to war.  

The thing is war is a very emotional subject.  You see students are probably the people that war is going to 

affect the most because it'll be our friends, our fathers, our brothers, our uncles and our cousins that will be 

leaving us.  We may even have to face going to war ourselves with the possibility that we will not return alive 

even before we try to exhaust all the possibilities for a peaceful solution.  Therefore, if Euclid passes a 

resolution for a peaceful solution, we will not only be saying war is not the only answer.  We will be saying 

bring our troops home.  We will be saying we want our money to stay here in the City of Euclid.  We want 

money for jobs, for Police and Fire Departments, for our schools and for our future.  Some city councils have 

said it is not their job to oppose this war.  It's the President's and that's not true.  We live in a democracy where 

each one of us has a voice.  And that voice will be heard louder and stronger if we band together as a 

communal voice.  Let us not only tell our government but the whole world that we are for a peaceful solution 

to this problem.  With peace not war comes prosperity and security.  With peace we'll be able to keep our 

money and our interests here to benefit our city and our country.  Councilwomen and Councilmen, I thank you 

for your time and consideration.  Peace be with you. 

 

Mr. Tom Cooke - 23100 Chardon Rd.  I'd like to thank all the members of Council, the Administration and the 

services for averting the layoffs that would have occurred if the parties involved hadn't come together.  

However, I do recognize as well as I'm sure you do that all you've done is delay what eventually can happen if 

it's not addressed.  The only thing that's happened here is that you've shifted things around and put it into the 

future a little further, which is fine.  We averted a layoff, but that's something we have to address.  That you 

have to address down the road and I'm sure you will and please work together on it.  Let's work in one 

direction in a concerted effort. 

 It's extremely important for the City to continue its focus on the services, on the police, the fire, on the 

EMS to continue to build that infrastructure to add police, to add fire, to add EMS and also to increase capital 

expenditures regarding those services.  The Police Station is in dire or the police are in dire need of a new 

Police Station along with all the capital improvements that go along with that.  This is, this is as I'm sure a lot 

of you know and ongoing process that has to occur on a regular basis.  And too often I've seen, not just 

communities but companies, where they'll make big expenditures and all of a sudden they just let them sit 

there and they don't develop them down the road and they don't turn them over and change them.  And that's 

kind of what I'm seeing here in Euclid and it's something that has to be addressed.  It's a continuing process 

that costs money.  Yes, taxes will go up.  And tax increases have to be put forth to the voters regarding these 

various issues.  But as long as it's explained to the residents, I'm sure they'll understand its necessity.  There's 

nothing more important to the infrastructure of this City, as a cornerstone to this City, then it's services.  

Strong services will bring in new residents, will bring in new businesses.  Thank you. 
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Mr. Harry Fink - 25298 Shoreview.  I wasn't going to speak.  I had nothing to speak about until the prior two 

people not the prior gentleman, but the two prior to that.  Let me a little history, folks.  In 1968 I was 24 years 

old.  I was drafted into the Army.  I ended up in Viet Nam.  I got off a plane with an Army uniform on and 

was spit in my face twice, not once but twice, by people just like you.  I don't think it's the City's 

responsibility, the Administration or the Council people's responsibility to vote for me or send a decree off to 

Washington, I'm against war.  Of course, I'm against war; but if a military action is taken, it must be taken.  

And that's what's made us what we are today.  Not some peaceniks, you guys didn't have anything to do since 

1968, and you finally have something to do now or 1971 or whatever to come here to make a decision for me?  

I don't think so.  And I don't like it; I don't want it.  I'm a veteran and I'm very proud of being a veteran.  I got 

spit on twice by the way, I got spit on in Dallas, Texas too.  And until someone spits in your face when you're 

defending this country then maybe you'll realize and you don't even to have the nerve to look at me half of you 

sitting over there.  Then you'll have the real ease and you can stand up here and say what you want to, but until 

you've earned that right, you can't speak for me.   

 And in just closing, I don't know if any of you had anybody affected by 9/11, but when Flight 93 crashed 

in Pennsylvania, I'm from Pennsylvania, 15 seconds from my hometown where I was born.  That's where that 

plane crashed.  It was in my cousin's backyard, in her backyard.  The morgue was across the street from her 

home.  So you think this is all, you know, all fun to be peacenik and all that crap.  Pardon my language, but 

I'm from Euclid I'm going to tell ya the way I feel.  So if you just, you can go to Congress.  Write your 

Congressman until you're purple, but don't waste this body's time.  Thank you very much. 

 

Ms. Dorothy Logan - I'm in Willowick.  I work in Euclid.  My husband works in Euclid.  I've worked in 

Euclid.  I want to thank that gentleman for being a veteran.  My husband is a member of Veterans for Peace 

and that's a national organization.  And if this fella hasn't heard about it, he might want to join that or at least 

find out about it because there's a lot of people who had similar experiences and yet and still and that's why 

they're for peace.  And to address people like me I spoke only because he said people like us, I'm assuming 

that's everyone in this room.  I would never dream on spitting on anyone for any reason whether I agreed or 

not with them.  And let me say this I have been spit on.  When I was traveling in Europe in the late 70s, I was 

traveling after college and I was talking to people and when someone found out I was a United States citizen 

they spit on me because I was a United States citizen.  And this was in France and that's one of our allies.  

That's because of probably some bad PR.  So there's a lot of international things going on and also the young 

woman who spoke earlier is correct.  It's a very emotional issue and I'd like all of you, since humans are 

emotional that's what makes us different than other animals, look to your heart and look into your conscience 

and look into your children's eyes and your parents' eyes.  And this does affect each person, especially since 

we do have the Constitution of the United States of America that, I have relatives that fought and died for.  So 

I think we all just need to take some time and see where do we each need to be on this in our hearts.  And it's 

not a precedent setting thing for Euclid to be doing this because more than a hundred other cities have done 

this.  And I just want you to think what it means to be a citizen in this country and what rights we do have and 

must use before they're taken away.  Thank you very much and I appreciate the opportunity to be able to 

speak.  Thank you. 

 

Mr. Mike DiDomenico - 24770 Farringdon Ave.  This is going to be completely different than the war effort.  

I threw these notes together while I sat here tonight.  Euclid seems to always be getting bad press all the time.  

Seems to me the Plain Dealer and the News Herald have a campaign, just my opinion, to find all the bad stuff 

about Euclid and print the bad stuff.  It was nice to read Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail's response to an 

editorial in the PD a couple of weeks ago.  That was real good.  So I got to thinking what are the pluses that 

we have because all we ever hear about is the negative.  So this is going to be a little disorganized, again, 

please forgive me.  But these are things I came up with while I sat here, you know. 

 You start with location.  It's very convenient area to live in.  We're 10 minutes from downtown on a good 

day.  If you have to travel in morning or during rush hour, you know, only if there's a bad traffic jam does it 

take you longer.  And if you want to make a nice comfortable ride, take the RTA from the Babbitt Road and 

you're downtown.  You could read, do whatever you want while you're sitting on the bus. 

 You know, we're 45 minutes from the airport and that's not too bad.  For major cities 45 minutes away is 

a pretty good thing.  We  have a Metropark in our City.  Euclid Creek Metropark is, as people are aware, is on 

the south side of our City and it's a beautiful park.  People are there all the time.  We have this lake and we 

have two access that the public can get to and the same water that flows pass Chicago on the Gold Coast or 

whatever they want to call it, eventually flows right pass Euclid.  Beautiful place to be in the summertime. 

 If you're a business owner and want to relocate a business or put a business somewhere, you know, I-90 

runs coast to coast and is right here in our town.  I-71 and I-75, I-75 runs you all the way down to Florida.  I-

71 runs down to Atlanta, I think.  We have two railroads that run through our town if you're a business and 

want to get your goods in or out.  Two railroads, right here in Euclid. 

 Cuyahoga County airport is just up the road in Richmond Heights.  If you want to get your business 

executives in and out, you don't want to fly the major airlines.  There's Cuyahoga County airport right up the 

street.  They have private jets you can rent if you have the money. 
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 You know and just all the routes, the streets, the roads that we have.  Route 20 and Route 6 are national 

roads or are, they run coast to coast also.  If you want a challenge for a vacation, you could go up to Euclid 

Avenue turn left or right and hit an ocean eventually. 

 Lakeshore Boulevard is on the scenic tour around Lake Erie, marked with signs.  You can go the way 

around through Canada, New York and Michigan, have a nice little tour if you wanted to do that. 

 Recreation in our City, you know, we always, I don't know why people don't look how great this is, but 

you know those 6 outdoor pools, you find me another community in northeast Ohio that have 6 outdoor pools.  

We have an outdoor golf course.  We have all of these public playgrounds.  That one tonight is going to get 

rebuilt.  It's a great thing. 

 We have Memorial Park right here with all our baseball facilities that are always kept in excellent 

condition.  We have our library that won a national award recently.   

 We have, a lot of people always complain that we don't have a good restaurant.  We don't have this 

restaurant; we don't have that restaurant.  You know what?  We have a nice variety of privately owned 

restaurants.  We don't have the chains for the food that tastes identical from place to place.  We have mom & 

pop, Joe restaurant owner places.  We can get good food and a variety of, I'm sorry, a variety of choices. 

 You know for me, you know what I like?  It's close to, the hardware store is an easy trip away 'cause I'm 

always screwing up the project and going back.  You know, I'm not 20 minutes from the hardware store.  Oh, I 

didn't get that part; it's another stinkin' 20 minutes back to the hardware store.  So the convenience of being 

able to get to stores, I can walk, from where I happen to live, I can walk easily to Shore Center.  You know so 

I don't need a car if I don't have to have a car and on nice days it's a beautiful walk. 

 Our school system seems to get beat up a lot.  Our high school has 2 pools.  You find me another high 

school that has 2 pools.  Most of high school, most of the swim team this year had home meets because their 

opponents don't even have 1.  We've got 2.  We have 2 gymnasiums.  We have a planetary; we have a 

greenhouse, an auto shop.  We have a small theatre and a large auditorium.  They have wireless Internet in the 

classrooms so that if the kids are doing a project in science class the teacher can bring in notebook computers.  

They can go wireless to an Internet connection in the classroom and all work on a project together.  They have 

an ROTC program over there like Samantha Tolley tonight; she's in that program.  Turning out kids that are 

getting college scholarships.  I sat over there one day and sat in an Advanced Placement program and those 

kids are learning college stuff in high school.  And you know, all the teachers, my daughter's a junior over 

there or a sophomore there now and I go through the teachers' conferences.  They have some great teachers 

over there.  Teachers that care; teachers that are working hard and I'm tired of hearing the bad rap.  Euclid 

schools this and Euclid schools that.  Go there; spend the day; see it for yourself. 

 

President Gudenas - All the good news is almost up here. 

 

Mr. DiDomenico - Let me say, finally, we have great people.  We have homeowners associations, numerous 

homeowners associations that provide nice stuff.  The Lakeshore Group and we have great neighborhoods.  

I've been from Indian Hills, Chardon Road, Edgecliff, anywhere around town, great neighborhoods.  The next 

time people in the newspaper or somebody else wants to bad mouth Euclid, tell them to shut up. 

 

President Gudenas - Don't forget you can watch the Council meeting at home and still get down here before 

we end. 

 

Mr. Joe Udovic - 21371 Naumann.  First of all, I'd like to take care of some old business.  I would like to 

sincerely apologize to Councilman Michael McTighe for my comments at the last Council meeting from my 

McGruber comment.  I tend to at times paraphrase and use contractions.  A paraphrase is a rewording of the 

meaning of something spoken or written.  A contraction is a shortening of a word or phrase.  The combination 

of both Gruber and McTighe do fit in this definition.  It was not a personal insult or in anyway a show of 

disrespect to either Councilpersons.  I do find Councilman McTighe a sharp and young innovative 

professional.  Like I said, I did not mean it in any disrespectful way.  I just shortened it because my time is 

limited and when I can come up here and speak. 

 Second of all, I'd like to talk about at the last Council meeting the idea was to shorten Council by 

eliminating of two seats.  Has anybody done any type of a study?  Based on the fact that we're going to have 

some new development on 205, 242nd and the Hillandale area.  Seems to me if we put houses in all these three 

locations, we're going to increase our population, has anybody did a study on what our population growth will 

be?  I think this would be a great thing to look at first before we talk about anything to do with changing the 

seats of Council.  If this does needs to be change, done, I would like to volunteer my time with Madeline 

Scarniench on such a committee.  Because I have my own ideas of how to do it and do it real simple and easy. 

 Last but not least, this past week I read an article, "Euclid Remains a Cozy, Safe Suburb," in the Plain 

Dealer dated February 27, 2003.  A couple moved into Euclid with the following criteria:  affordable home 

prices, tidy homes, tree-lined homes, water slide park, a golf course, an ice rink, and a Shore Cultural Centre.  

It's a grand, it's grand to witness that people are attracted to Euclid because of our special qualities, historic 

buildings.  And only at the last budget meeting was a comment made we need to put a detonator on the 
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Cultural Centre.  Now this is something that is bringing people into Euclid.  I don't understand the comment 

and maybe somebody can eventually explain it to me.   

 I don't know what to say also about this new Council, but I'm very proud of them.  I voted for most of the 

people here sitting up here and I'm glad that we had a chance to avoid any type of police layoffs.  This seems 

to me is a very creative Council.  And last but not least I have another quote of the night.  Failure is the key to 

success.  Each mistake that we make teaches us something.  Have a good evening. 

 

Councilman McTighe moved to rise and report; seconded by Councilman Delaney.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

COUNCILMEN'S COMMENTS 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail - Just a couple quick things.  We received the Annual Housing Report in our 

packets and I just wanted to thank Eric for the good work in your inspectors.  And also, one of the things that 

we continually hear over and over again is how many houses for sale there are in Euclid.  And I just wanted to 

point out that according to this and Eric has said this before, last year we had 1,025 pre-sale home inspections 

and it's been the same for roughly 7 years.  So it's, I think it's a misperception that people continue to say,. you 

know, there's so many more houses for sale now than there have been in the past.  So I just wanted to 

compliment Eric and I don't know if you wanted, that's one point of your Annual Report.  But also with that he 

did indicate that housing values are going up so that's a good thing.  I just wanted to compliment him on that. 

 Likewise we got the Building Department's report in our last Council meeting packet and I'll just point 

out one thing from that that I think is worthy from note.  During 2002 the Building Department issued 1286 

building permits and that equals over $39 million improvements to the City.  So also good work to the 

Building Department. 

 And we received the Police report tonight and I haven't had a chance to look for it, look through that.  But 

I did notice that there were a decrease in the number of calls so that's good to see.  We'll look forward, 

hopefully, to some good news next meeting on that report. 

 And lastly just some forward notice, the week of the 24th, March 24th, I am hoping to call a meeting a 

Town Meeting on the 205 development. 

 

President Gudenas - Would that be in that neighborhood or over here? 

 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail - It probably won't be at City Hall, but I'll make sure it's scheduled and notice 

will go out and we will have another Council meeting before that so I'll make sure to publicly announce it 

probably not in Council Chambers, but some place accessible. 

 

President Gudenas - Okay, look forward to that. 

 

Councilman Lisy - First, I'd like to thank the fire or Police Union because they really, they worked closely 

with their Chief and Captain Repicky to come up with that solution and so that teamwork that got that 

resolution done. 

 Chief Dworning, how is the process going with the Fire Department? 

 

Chief Dworning - Todate, I don't know that any process has been put into place. 

 

Councilman Lisy - I heard you met with the Fire Union representative today. 

 

Chief Dworning - I briefly spoke to the Fire representative today, yes, I did. 

 

Councilman Lisy - What will have to happen to get this process moving? 

 

Chief Dworning - I have no idea what direction either yourself or the Fire Union's taken at this point in time.  

If you'd be glad to fill me in on that at your leisure, I'd be most receptive to it. 

 

Councilman Lisy - My goal is to get the Firemen, the uniformed fire officers back as soon as possible.  That is 

my goal.  What is yours? 

 

Chief Dworning - I think I've made it very clear to this Council and to the public at large what my goal has 

been.  And it's more than just returning 4 firefighters or seeing that 4 firefighters don't get laid off.  It's 

returning this Fire Department back to an acceptable level of manpower. 

 

Councilman Lisy - Could you reiterate your goals then? 

 

Chief Dworning - I just stated them very clearly. 

Councilman Lisy - Then how are you doing that by not working with your union? 
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Chief Dworning - If you would care to speak with me on a personal note, that would just be fine.  I think your 

allegations or your accusations are totally unfounded. 

 

Councilman Lisy - Thank you.  Director Murphy, I came across several items that we've been paying property 

tax on and have you been investigating these items? 

 

Director Murphy - Yes, we are looking, Councilman Lisy, at all the properties that we receive tax bills for as 

we do every year. 

 

Councilman Lisy - Why are we paying taxes on a fire station? 

 

Director Murphy - That application is filed and is pending.  The application for the exemption is filed and is 

pending at the Ohio Tax Commissioner's Office. 

 

Councilman Lisy - Okay and we also have several other pieces of property so it's just in budget times I hope 

that we can, hopefully, get some of these monies back that we've paid to the County Auditors.  Thank you. 

 

President Gudenas - Just for the record, Councilman Lisy, what is that total taxes that we pay? 

 

Councilman Lisy - The taxes we pay on various pieces of property and some that I think could have been 

landbanked is over $130,000. 

 

President Gudenas - Over 130,00 that we may not have had to pay? 

 

Councilman Lisy - Depends on if we are able to landbank it and some of my research says that the Cuyahoga 

County Auditor, if we had filled out the proper forms, we could have landbanked most of this property. 

 

President Gudenas - Is that something we can still get a refund on? 

 

Councilman Lisy - They allow refunds up to the past three years so, hopefully, we could apply for a refund 

and get some of this money back. 

 

President Gudenas - It's a sizeable amount.  Is that something we need legislation for to proceed with all these 

landbank things etc?   

 

Director Murphy - No. 

 

President Gudenas - No?  Okay.  That's something we really need to look at because it was surprising.  I didn't 

see those numbers. 

 

Director Murphy - We are reviewing that list, Mr. President.  I don't think there are any parcels on the list that 

we are paying taxes on that would otherwise be exempted. 

 

Councilman Lisy - The property next to Council President Gudenas's place on Lakeshore, I thought that was 

bought for public use and we're paying taxes on that parcel.  So there's several; there's like the 20800 Arbor.  

There's the Historical Society.  So there's a few pieces of land that looks like we bought for public use that are 

still being taxed. 

 

Director Murphy - Again, the application on the Shriner property next to Councilman Gudenas's former 

property was filed on and that application is pending in the State Tax Commissioner's Office.  There is a 

misconception, I think, among many people that simply because a public body owns a piece of property it's tax 

exempt and that is not true.  Mere ownership does not make the property exempt. 

 

Councilman Lisy - And that's true when I called the Cuyahoga County Auditors, they said, though, you fill out 

the proper forms and even if you're planning to use it for other purposes other than public use, you may be 

able to get a tax exemption on that property.  And the City of Cleveland uses that principle all the time. 

 

President Gudenas - That does seem interesting because 3 of the fire stations do not pay taxes and 1 does.  

And half the Historical Society pays no tax and the other addition does. 

 

Director Murphy - Again, Mr. President, those applications are pending.  They take any where from 12 to 24 

months to get through the Tax Commissioner's Office in Columbus. 
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President Gudenas - When did they get filed? 

 

Director Murphy - They've been filed. 

 

President Gudenas - When? 

 

Director Murphy - I'm not sure. 

 

President Gudenas - Who filed them? 

 

Director Murphy - I did. 

 

President Gudenas - Well, how long ago? 

 

Director Murphy - The one on the Shriner property was filed, I believe, again I'm not sure, within 6 months 

after the City took title. 

 

President Gudenas - Fire station? 

 

Director Murphy - That I'm not sure.  That might be more recently, but they are both pending. 

 

President Gudenas - Okay, we need to look into this especially if there's refunds to get because that's all… 

 

Director Murphy - You have to get the exemption then before you can file for a refund of taxes that you've 

paid.  Once they're declared exempt, we can file for a refund.  But we've got to get the exemption first and it 

takes time. 

 

President Gudenas - Yes, it's important money.  Then when we get this money, it can go right back into the 

General Fund. 

 

Councilman McTighe - Just a quick note is that like when you see the Administration, the Council and the 

Directors all work together, steps will be made for this budget.  I think we have many more steps to take, 

much larger ones, too, that we need to take a look at.  And I do accept the resident's apology for contracting 

my name. 

 

Councilwoman Miller - First of all, I think we're saving the money on the heat in here.  My feet are frozen.  I, 

too, would like to thank the Police Union for cooperating and everyone that was involved.  It is a time of the 

word I want is the time is not easy and we're certainly, do not have the monies that we used to have and we 

have to all work together to make the City a wonderful place as that resident wrote to the Cleveland Plain 

Dealer.  It was an excellent article and I hope everyone had an opportunity to see it.  And I also, I think that's 

it.  Thank you very much. 

 

Councilman Sustarsic - Several things happened the next week.  Huntington Bank opened up a brand new 

branch on Euclid Avenue, which actually, you won, if I recall… 

 

President Gudenas - I didn't win the bank. 

 

Councilman Sustarsic - Some money, no, no, no.  But anyway, it's always heartening to see new business 

come into the community.  And along with the news of Lincoln Electric this evening, it would be nice to think 

that we're on the bridge of something. 

 Secondly, I was able to join some people at the  Historical Society on Saturday the Mayor and a few 

others, who rang the bell.  I personally didn't ring it 200 times.  I know the Mayor didn't.  There were a few 

kids that took over and they did a very admirable job. 

 Last but not least on a personal note, it was hard and I was able to have the privilege and honor of being 

invited by a Mr. John Campbell last Friday evening at Lakeland Community College where there's an active 

association of Desert Storm and Desert Shield Veterans.  And this was their 10th anniversary of celebrating the 

Remembering the Cost of Freedom, Gulf War Remembrance Ceremony.  It was very touching and as a 

member of the 135th Military Police Company I found it very rewarding.  That being said I think we're in a 

particular position, as local Council members, where I think we represent, I know we represent everybody in 

this City.  And as such to, I think it unfair at this particular level of government to take sides be it those people 

that are again war, being as we're all against war.  As well as I have been approached to support legislation 

supporting the troops. 
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 Personally as a former veteran, I support the troops; but at the same time as a local legislator, I realize I 

have the duty, the responsibility to represent all the people within the City.  And consequently, I feel that 

supporting one side over the other side would definitely not be in the best interests of the City.  So 

consequently, whatever this Council decides to do, I think they should seriously look at possibly not getting 

involved and instead pursuing the work that we're assigned to do that helps the City function.  I know the City 

of Los Angeles when they were presented with a similar resolution, they indicated that it was not their 

responsibility to oversee Federal Government, but in fact they said, to paraphrase, they were in charge of 

sidewalks, building permits and the like.  So consequently, I would say that if anyone here would have issue 

with the Federal Government, I think it would best be handled at the level of the Federal Government.  Thank 

you. 

 

President Gudenas - And to go over your point even further, we do have our work cut out for us.  Director 

Balazs passed out the finance report for February and our income tax collections are getting close to 

bottoming out, but they're still about $40,000 less than last year.  So we're not out of the budget crisis yet.  We 

need some gains.  So we certainly have the work cut out for us and regarding that we have a meeting coming 

up a week from today Monday, the Safety Committee meeting to go over the Animal Shelter proposals and 

ideas.  And immediately after that meeting on Monday the 10th will be the remaining General Fund items 

assuming that there's time.  So that could be one meeting we'd like to wrap the General Fund. 

 

Director Balazs - This Wednesday we hope to complete the General Fund. 

 

President Gudenas - This Wednesday?  After the Early Retirement instead? 

 

Director Balazs - Yes.   

 

President Gudenas - Okay.  I think we sent out a notice that it was going to be Monday.  I'm sorry the notice is 

for Wednesday.  So change that.  We have a meeting Wednesday also for Early Retirement at 7 o'clock and 

immediately after that will be the remainder of budget items.  And the Monday will be reserved in case we 

didn't finish up so we can finish up the General Fund between Wednesday, hopefully, and Monday if needed  

 And just to prove that we're not the only circus in town, the real one is coming tomorrow and Wednesday.  

There's some free tickets at the podium for kids and 2-for-1s for adults at the Cleveland Convention Center 

March 4th and 5th, discount coupons over there.  And two weeks from today is St. Patrick's Day and that day 

you will be McGruber and you will be McSustarsic.  We'll all be Irish for that one day.  So that'll be our next 

meeting, St. Patrick's Day. 

ADJOURNMENT 
Councilman McTighe moved to adjourn; seconded by Councilman Gruber.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Attest: 

 

 

 

_______________________________     ___________________________ 

Clerk of Council     President of Council 

 

 

 


