
COUNCIL MINUTES 

September 15, 2003 

 

The regular Council Meeting was held on Monday, September 15, 2003 at  7 p.m. in the Euclid City Hall 

Council Chamber.  President Gudenas presided. 

 

Members Present:  Delaney, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Langman, Lisy, McTighe, Miller, Sustarsic, Gudenas 

 

Others Present: Public Service Director Gulich, Asst. Law Director Meister, Administrative Director 

Balazs, Acting CD&ED Director Gliha, Police Chief Maine, Acting Fire Director Cosgriff, 

Captain Repicky, Planning & Zoning Commissioner Hayes, Housing Manager Tollerup, 

Sgt.-at-Arms Volk, Clerk of Council Cahill, Mayor Oyaski (arrived late), Parks & 

Recreation Director DeMinico (arrived late) 

 

Sr. Kathleen from Holy Cross Parish gave the Invocation. 

 

A moment of silence was observed for a long-time Euclid resident, father of a very large family here in 

Euclid, Wally Walsh, who passed away Friday.  

 

COMMUNICATIONS 

A letter from Adelphia announcing Empire Sports Channel will no longer be available on Channel 17. 

From Vision 2020 Euclid, background on the proposed ordinance. 

A summary of legislation on tonight’s agenda by Acting Law Director Vento de Crespo. 

 

COUNCIL MINUTES 

Councilwoman Miller moved to accept the Council Minutes of September 2, 2003; seconded by Councilman 

Sustarsic.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

ADMINISTRATION REPORTS & COMMUNICATIONS 

Director Johnson and Councilman Delaney presented a ceremonial resolution of appreciation to Edmund and 

Irving Diemer. 

 

Director Johnson and Councilman Gruber presented a ceremonial resolution of appreciation to Dennis Strnad. 

 

President Gudenas – We do have one more thing to add.  In the rotunda outside, we have the pre-unveiling of 

another big project here in the City of Euclid.  And that’s the third of the big high-rise along the lakefront, 

Watergate, they’re going to announce, I think, on the 17th of this week they’re big plans for a new entrance, 

new landscaping, lighting, other aesthetics.  The Horizon House was taken care of now the Water’s Edge.  The 

Americana taken care of now Harbor Crest.  Now unto the Watergate and that’s, I think, a very big project.  

They’re spending in excess over a half of million dollars just on exterior work that everyone will see.  And 

Councilman Langman has spent a great deal of time on this.  What would you like to say? 

 

Councilman Langman – I would like to thank Mr. Fazio of Associated Estates, the property manager at the 

Watergate.  He’s put a lot of effort into correcting violations that were outstanding.  And he has also 

spearheaded this project.  The Watergate will be enclosed with the perimeter fence that will add to security.  

They’re improving the amenities.  As this Council knows, we approved some legislation for some residential 

amenities in the building.  So it’s definitely a step in the right direction and we applaud their efforts.  And we 

appreciate them investing here in Euclid. 

 

President Gudenas – And we greatly appreciate that last of the high-rises getting underway.  So very good. 

 

REPORTS & COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Councilwoman Miller moved to receive and approve the Board of Health 2003 6-month report; Humane 

Officer’s Report August, 2003 and Board of Control Minutes August 25, September 2, 2003; seconded by 

Councilman McTighe.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

Councilman Lisy moved to go into the Committee of the Whole for Legislative Matters Only; seconded by 

Councilman Langman.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

President Gudenas – We have our items on the agenda, obviously, 1, 2, 3, 4 will not be voted on tonight.  They 

will be discussed at the next meeting in October at which time we’ll have a public hearing on those items.  So 

those comments could wait until October, otherwise, anything on the agenda up to 5 minutes long would be 

appropriate at this time. 
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Mrs. Dorothy Fike – 20271 Delaware Rd.  I have a question on #6.  But I see Director DeMinico isn’t here, 

but I’ll ask it and I hope someone can answer it for me.  It says to approve the final budgets for the Senior 

Center and Golf Course Clubhouse construction projects.  I was at the September 3rd Executive & Finance 

Committee Meeting.  And when Director DeMinico was asked about his final figures, he said he wasn’t 

prepared to answer so when I got it I looked and it was the same one that was in the original one and I want to 

know if this really is the final amount of $1,649,160.50. 

 

President Gudenas – My understanding is the numbers have not changed since then.  However, when the bids 

come in, we’ll have another presentation from the Parks & Recreation Department to confirm those numbers. 

 

Mrs. Fike – So then we might not be the final budget for the Clubhouse. 

 

President Gudenas – We’re approving a final spending budget.  That number could be less in terms of 

borrowing, too, that number could be less; it could be more. 

 

Mrs. Fike – That one, also.  Are the two combined?  I didn’t look that up, Mr. Gudenas. 

 

President Gudenas – Yes. 

 

Mrs. Fike – Because that night I thought they were only going to go for the one for the Senior Center.  The 

amount, I think, which is it, #6, no, #7, the $1.2 million.  That’s just for the Senior Center, then? 

 

President Gudenas – The Golf Course budget has not increased. 

 

Mrs. Fike – No, but then tonight, #7 is only for the 1.2 million is only for the Senior Center. 

 

President Gudenas – Correct. 

 

Mrs. Fike – It doesn’t include… 

 

Director Balazs – If I may, Dorothy Fike, consideration for this evening is only for the Senior Center.  And I 

don’t believe we should pass any budget for the Clubhouse whatsoever at this time because we have not taken 

bids.  So it’d be appropriate for City Council only to consider the budget for the Senior Center.  And you 

mentioned the borrowing legislation and that’s exclusively for the Senior Center and not for the Clubhouse.  

Does that answer your question? 

 

Mrs. Fike –Yes, thank you.  And if what I’m hearing is correct, you really think, probably, the ordinance 

should be amended just to say the Senior Center. 

 

Director Balazs – That’s if the Chairman agrees with me. 

 

President Gudenas – I don’t agree with it.  We’ll discuss it at that time. 

 

Mrs. Fike – Right, but so it is really not the final budget for the Clubhouse. 

 

President Gudenas – The budget has not changed for the Clubhouse. 

 

Mrs. Fike – You’re not answering my question, I mean, my comment.  I’m saying it’s really not the final 

budget for the Clubhouse. 

 

President Gudenas – Again, this is, the Administration wrote this and this is the way they saw it as final. 

 

Mrs. Fike – But the bids are not in and I understand the bids for the Senior Center came in way over what the 

original estimate was.  And I guess that’s what I’m questioning.  How can you approve a final budget when 

you don’t have the bids in yet?  Thank you. 

 

Mrs. Madeline Scarniench – 1511 E. 221.  Also on Item #6, and I wish Director DeMinico was here.  Way 

back when we were discussing Shore and the idea of MRDD coming into Shore, we talked about a million 

dollars.  A million dollars was going to be a grant that they were going to attempt to get.  It wasn’t guaranteed 

money.  So my question is, is this money that we’re going to get from them, is it contingent on a grant or are 

they actually going to pay us rent? 
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President Gudenas – They already have taken it to their Board.  It’s been approved.  The money has been 

appropriated so they will provide at least $50,000 up front.  And the rent has been approved so this is not 

subject to any contingencies. 

 

Mrs. Scarniench – Okay, good.  And the other question is about the kitchen?  Is that going to be a fully 

operational kitchen?  This budget including all the equipment and everything? 

 

President Gudenas – I believe we’re working only towards a caterer’s kitchen so not a fully operational one.  

Where most of the food would be prepared off site and simply kept warm or chilled as needed. 

 

Mrs. Scarniench – Okay, thank you. 

 

Richard Eberhard – I own the Manor Party Center.  And as all of Council know, I wrote them a letter in 

concern of this project you have going on 6.  And my condition is not changed, I just came here to offer 

something.  I thought that maybe it may be conducive to you to take a look at the Manor as a single Senior 

Center for the City of Euclid.  It is completely, totally equipped.  It would cost one price.  It is also booked, 

which will give the City money immediately.  It has property in the back which could, the City could use and 

open up property out of the downtown City.  Give you acreage in downtown for the school buses.  There are a 

number of things there.  There’s two buildings.  One where the seniors could actually go in there, have  a 

picnic grove, play, you know, give them a lot of amenities.  And it’s just something that you could look and 

it’s one price.  It would only cost you one price.  There wouldn’t be any overruns, no under runs, nothing.  We 

are completely, totally equipped.  I could continue to cater until such time Council or the City would want to, 

you know, move this thing around.  And it would be an income to the City immediately.  So this may be 

something you may want to think about.  No overruns, no going into other things, I could even finance it.  So 

just a thought and I thought I’d bring it up to you because my situation has changed over the last six months 

and I just thought maybe you guys might be interested in thinking about this.   Thank you for your time. 

 

President Gudenas – Thank you.  I believe we’ve already awarded some of the bids for the construction of the 

new center, Director Gliha or Director Gulich. 

 

Acting Director Gliha – Board of Control today we did award the bids for the majority of the construction.  As 

far as whether that can be withdrawn, I’d have to defer to either Mr. Gulich or our Law Department. 

 

Director Gulich – I’m sure it’s in the City’s ability to rescind those bids.  I believe we’ve done that in the past.  

But obviously, we’ve already taken the first step by awarding most of the project today at Board of Control.  

Contingent upon, of course, what happens tonight with the piece of legislation on our agenda. 

 

President Gudenas – Well, hopefully, it’s full steam ahead.  I think we’ve put our seniors through enough 

turmoil as it is. 

 

Mr. Kurt Steigerwald – 27870 Gilchrist Dr.  I’m here today to discuss Item #10 on Council’s agenda.  For the 

past 14 months I’ve been a member of Vision 2020 Euclid.  I’m one of 22 individuals selected as a result of a 

recruitment and interviewing process that included the Mayor, Councilperson Lisy and Councilperson 

Holzheimer Gail.  Vision 2020 Euclid is an a-political group responsible for working with and for all sectors 

of the community to create a strategic-planning document for the City’s leaders to follow.  In other words, it’s 

our job to learn what Euclid residents want.  Look into best practices both in Euclid and other cities and look 

at various economic, social and other trends affecting our City and develop a document that Council and the 

Mayor can use to help guide their planning efforts today and for the foreseeable future.   

 While we’ve been appointed by the Mayor and commissioned by Council, we aren’t tied to any particular 

political agenda or any individual.  We have to stay objective and outside the political arena while developing 

a vision and order to be effective.  Each member of Vision 2020 brings a different perspective to the visioning 

process.  We have different ethnic and racial backgrounds.  Some long-time residents of the City are members, 

some new residents of the City.  We have different professional and technical backgrounds and skills.  Some 

might be considered community activists whose names you would recognize.  Others are new to public 

involvement.   

 As Chairperson of this group, I’m here tonight to ask for your support.  For the past 14 months Vision 

2020 has done an extensive amount of work and dedicated what I estimate at well over a thousand hours of 

personal time to develop a vision for the City.   

 Our efforts are focused on five main topics of concern with subcommittees addressing each topic.  Those 

include housing; education; economic development; our retail environment and the arts, recreation and culture 

of our City.  Within each of these topics our plan is to address issues like diversity, the City’s image, land-use 

policies, fostering community and the need for regional cooperation.  Each of these subcommittees are 

working with other groups that are undergoing planning efforts, like the City schools and the CDC. 
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 We’ve conducted research that has included focus groups with residents to discuss issues of concern in 

the City.  Numerous personal interviews with business owners in the City, realtors, developers, owners of 

large pieces of property in the City.  Numerous of interviews with officials from other cities to understand 

how they address similar problems.  Personal interviews with long-time residents, former residents who left 

our City and new residents about their views of the City.   

 We took tours of new housing developments happening in other inner-ring communities.  Interviews with 

City of Euclid employees were also included as well as reviews of facilities, such as Henn and Shore Cultural 

Centre to find out what works and what doesn’t and what some of their challenges are.  We’ve made good 

progress, all on a volunteer basis; but now we need your help.  In order to get to the next step, the group is in 

need of additional expertise to guide us through the process of turning collected data into a uniform and 

concise end product.  While we, we have a working example that has been developed by one of the 

subcommittees that you may have seen.  Each group needs some level of support to get to the point where a 

draft vision is completed.  We’ll then take that out to the community and get more input before delivering a 

final document.   

 We realize that this is a difficult time for the City’s budget.  The short-term problems you’re experiencing 

today are similar in many ways to the immediate challenges our City faces on a number of fronts.  It’s because 

of these challenges that a strategic, documented plan for the City is so important.  Without it, decisions can be 

made ad hoc or to solve short-term problems rather than addressing long-term causes of problems.  Vision 

2020’s goal is to have an end product that will be used and referenced, not just for today, but used and updated 

long into the future.  But I can only expect so much from volunteers. 

 In 1996 Euclid paid about $60,000 for this type of work.  In Eastlake results from visioning efforts can be 

seen in a beautiful ballpark.  Cleveland Heights spent approximately a hundred thousand dollars on its 

visioning initiative from start to finish.  We’re asking for a fraction of this amount to help us stay on track and 

finish by early 2004.  I hope you will show your support for this legislation, not just because a few dozen 

people came a lot of their personal time and effort in hopes of making Euclid a better place to live, but because 

our City needs a strategic plan, a vision for our future.  Thank you. 

 

Mr. Harvey Mlachak – 23831 Lake Shore Blvd.  I’d like to address Item #7 on the Senior Center.  I don’t put a 

lot of faith and credence in rumors.  About 5 or 6 months ago I got a call from a gentleman, one of the plank 

owners of Euclid Vets stating the fact that the Euclid Veterans’ building on E. 260th Street was offered to the 

City of Euclid for their Senior Center, when they were so desperately looking for a place to locate it.  I 

understand there was a meeting between the Mayor and Mr. Gruber.  And they notified the City that this piece 

of property was for sale for approximately $500,000, which is going to be a whole lot less than what the 

Senior Center and Euclid Park is going to cost us in addition to degrading another piece of the City’s 

greenspace.  I understand that the property was offered to the City for somewhere around $500,000. 

 To put a part of the rumor to bed that the building and the property was for sale because Mr. Tizzano 

from the Party Center bought the building, I believe the gentleman told me, for a little over $500,000.  This 

building was in good shape.  They offered it to the City with all the amenities.  The whole building is ADA 

accessible.  This building is on a bus line.  This is very accessible to the old-timers, who were making a big 

fuss about the building in Euclid Park being way in the back and very inaccessible to them. 

 On this here, because a lot of it is rumors and so forth, and I also understand the building was in excellent 

shape.  To put these rumors to bed, I see the Mayor is not here.  But to put these rumors to bed, I wonder why 

the City fell asleep to take an opportunity to save a big bundle of money to get a good building that was in 

good shape.  And why did the City not act or let other people know that this building was for sale.  Mr. 

Gruber, would you like to address these rumors, please.  I give you 2-1/2 minutes of my time.  Thank you, sir. 

 

President Gudenas – The normal procedure is that Councilmen give comment at the appropriate time.  This is 

the comments from the public at this time.  So we’ll wait for Gruber’s comments at the right time. 

 

Mr. Mlachak – I don’t have time to stick around. 

 

Mr. Frank Barberio – 230 E. 214th St.  And I’m here tonight as a representative of the American Federation of 

Government Employees; AFGE is the bargaining unit for Social Security Field Offices, which I believe is #11 

on the agenda.  AFGE is opposed to the closing of field offices.  We feel that due to the level of service that 

we provide; the payroll taxes that we generate for the City.  Another development by having people come into 

the City that does generate other spending which all helps the City.  A lot of the input into the closing and 

consolidating of these offices does come through your Congressional representatives.  And so at AFGE we 

would encourage anybody listening, watching tonight, sees this to contact their Congressional representatives 

regarding this issue.  Thank you. 

 

Mr. Tom Cooke – 23100 Chardon Rd.  I’m here to express my opinion regarding Item #5.  I see that the 

Mayor, the entire Council and the Finance Director are in support of this ordinance.  I just want to add that 

much of what is being asked for here is required to satisfy existing contracts.  I think you’re pretty much all 

aware of that.  Also, from a citizen’s standpoint, it does much to add to the perceived stability that citizens of 
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the City of Euclid need regarding the safety forces.  As you can all recall, everyone here can recall, the 

meetings of last year regarding the budget cuts add a lot to the instability of what was happening regarding the 

City’s safety forces.  And that’s the last thing that the City can take on at this point, any more instability, we 

have to be as stable as we can.  And we have to be able to sell the public out there what we have to offer and 

the safety forces is a great selling factor.  Thank you. 

Mrs. Sally Hufnagle – 615 Birch Dr.  My comments tonight relate to Item #5 on the agenda.  In an article from 

the June, 2003 Special Report of the Taxpayers Alliance titled, Fancy This A Balanced Budget Without A Tax 

Increase.  Credit is given to the Councilmen nicknamed The Four Horsemen for voting against… 

 

President Gudenas – We don’t read political things at these meetings.  So if you could keep your comments to 

specific items on the legislation, no political things one way or the other.  Thank you. 

 

Mrs. Hufnagle – Credit is given to these men for balancing the budget.  In the September 3rd Executive & 

Finance Committee meeting Mr. Balazs stated our expenditures are exceeding our revenues and have been.  

Mr. Balazs gave me an income statement dated June 2003 and it is clear that our expenditures do exceed our 

revenues.  Even a person who doesn’t have credentials in financial analysis knows that when your spending 

exceeds your revenue, your budget is not balanced.  Mr. Balazs, if we add 600,000+, will this help balance our 

budget?  At the end of 2003 how much do we expect to be over our budget?  That’s a question. 

 

President Gudenas – Who were you asking to? 

 

Mrs. Hufnagle – Mr. Balazs, at the end of 2003, after we vote to add this to the budget, how much will we be 

over the budget? 

 

President Gudenas – This is to increase the budget by this 600,000 so we would be over by this 600,000. 

 

Mrs. Hufnagle – And how much deficit spending will we have at the end of the year? 

 

Director Balazs – The expenditures todate do exceed the revenue that’s coming into the City.  This would add 

to that figure.  Still projecting that we still would be in the plus position at the end of the year, but I can 

perhaps talk more about it when this comes up on the agenda or at any other budget forecast meeting.  We’re 

doing the budget forecast right now based on the actual figures in August and I’ll have those figures for you 

shortly. 

 

Mrs. Hufnagle – That would be in the plus out of our cash balance not in the plus out of our revenues, correct? 

 

Director Balazs – That’s correct. 

 

Mrs. Hufnagle – Thank you. 

 

Councilman McTighe moved to rise and report; seconded by Councilman Lisy.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

  Ord. (527-03) Rezone Harbor Crest 
An ordinance rezoning 24451 Lake Shore Blvd. from U-2 (two family) use district to U-3 (apartment house) 

use district and further amending Ord. No. 2812.  (Sponsored by Planning & Zoning Commission) 

 

Second Reading.  Public Hearing October 6, 2003. 

 

  Res. (528-03) UDE Harbor Crest 
A resolution granting a Use District Exception, pursuant to Chapter 1375.01(a)(3) of the Codified Ordinances 

of the City of Euclid to Harbor Crest to allow a UR1 (Day Care) Use in a U-3 (Apartment) Use District at 

24451 Lake Shore Boulevard, Permanent Parcel No. 644-06-005.  (Sponsored by Planning & Zoning 

Commission) 

 

Second Reading.  Public Hearing October 6,2003. 

 

  Res. (529-03) UDE Harbor Crest 
A resolution granting a Use District Exception, pursuant to Chapter 1375.01(a)(3) of the Codified Ordinances 

of the City of Euclid to Harbor Crest to allow a U-4 (Retail) Use in a U-3 (Apartment) Use District at 24451-

24455 Lake Shore Boulevard, Permanent Parcel NO. 644-06-005.  (Sponsored by Planning & Zoning 

Commission) 

 

Second Reading.  Public Hearing October 6, 2003. 
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  Ord. (530-03) Rezoning 
An ordinance rezoning P.P. #643-28-005 located at 747 Babbitt Road, from ASF (attached single-family) use 

district to U-2 (two-family) use district.  (Sponsored by Planning & Zoning Commission) 

 

Second Reading.  Public Hearing October 6, 2003. 

  Ord. (554-03) Amend Annual Appropriation 
An emergency ordinance amending Ord. 130-2003, which makes the annual appropriation for all expenditures 

for the City of Euclid for the period ending December 31, 2003.  (Sponsored by Mayor Oyaski and entire 

Council by request of the Finance Director) 

 

Councilman Sustarsic moved for passage; seconded by Councilwoman Miller. 

 

President Gudenas – And my first question to the Administration is that our Charter does require the Mayor 

and his Directors to be at all of our Council meetings.  Is there a good reason when we have these four items, 

including this and the next two on the agenda, that they’re not here? 

 

Director Johnson – I was told that they are going to be here.  They’re going to be a little late. 

 

President Gudenas – Well, they’re more than a little late. 

 

Councilman Gruber – It also states that the Finance Committee Chairman should attend all the Board of 

Control meetings.  That would be you. 

 

President Gudenas – Thank you. 

 

Councilman Gruber – Okay. 

 

President Gudenas – I think we changed those rules ourselves in case you missed that meeting.  But this time, 

who’s going to be able to address this budget? 

 

Director Balazs – If Director Johnson is correct, maybe we should delay the ordinances until the Mayor 

arrives. 

 

President Gudenas – Well, I would just suggest we have a committee meeting for the Finance & Executive 

Committee this coming Monday the 22nd.  Is that okay?  To go over this item and any other items we need to 

go over regarding the budget. 

 

Councilman McTighe moved to send the legislation to the Executive & Finance Committee; seconded by 

Councilman Lisy.    

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Delaney, Holzheimer Gail, Langman, Lisy, Miller, Gudenas 

                 Nays:  Gruber, McTighe, Sustarsic 

Legislation sent to Committee. 

 

  Res. 185-2003 (533-03) Senior Center & Clubhouse Budgets 
A resolution approving the final budgets for the Senior Center and Golf Course Clubhouse construction 

projects and directing the administration to proceed with action and implementation.  (From Finance & 

Executive Committee with recommendation for passage with amended attachment) 

 

Councilman Langman moved for passage; seconded by Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail. 

 

President Gudenas – This was in committee.  Sent back to Council with recommendation for passage.  

Anything to add to that? 

 

Councilman McTighe – Are we going to take up the offer from the gentleman who spoke in the beginning of 

the meeting on this? 

 

President Gudenas – The Golf Course will, we already approved it at the Council Committee meeting and we 

probably had a dozen other votes on this.  And again, prior to us completing anything if there are any 

significant changes, Director DeMinico will make a presentation, which we will have shortly probably within 

30 days.  At this time we’re not actually going to be under construction, but we are continuing to proceed.   

The seniors are moving out.  It would be a great mistake to move the seniors out and then do absolutely 

nothing. 
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Councilman McTighe – But at this time since Director DeMinico is not here, I have more questions to ask of 

him.  I spoke with him earlier this morning.  And I’d like to make a motion to move this to the Executive & 

Finance Committee since Director DeMinico is not here. 

 

President Gudenas – We just had it in the Committee that you missed a week ago. 

 

Councilman McTighe – I was, I did see the Committee and I did talk to Bob Gall.  Actually had a tour of the 

Waste Water Treatment.  I’ve asked some other questions, but I have more questions to ask right now.  So 

since Director DeMinico’s not here and the Mayor’s not here this is an important piece of ordinance that is in 

front of us.  That is why we debated it a week ago. 

 

Councilman Delaney – No, this absolutely must stay and it was brought up in Committee that the revenues of 

the Golf Course are imperative to both projects.  We’ve had this piece in front of us for 2 years.  I believe the 

vote was 99-1 on each piece of legislation.  There’s a great deal of money invested in this to a point.  We 

should be applauding this project.  We should be patting each other on the back.  This was a very serious issue 

2 years ago, albeit it, in the 2 years many new issues have arrived.  And those who are willing will address 

those issues as they come.  So I am prepared because of the time that has been put in and what has been 

presented over the 2 years to vote on this right now, tonight, as it stands. 

 

President Gudenas – Thank you. 

 

Councilwoman Miller – There was a question since we don’t know what the Golf Course Clubhouse bids are 

to separate this. 

 

President Gudenas – Which we discussed at the Committee meeting a week ago and we all voted not to and, 

of course, as Director DeMinico said he’ll come back and make a presentation.  We have his word on it.  Of 

course it will happen and so to give everybody in the City a sense of direction so that they think we’re actually 

moving forward on these various projects, I think it’s extraordinarily important that we proceed. 

 

Councilwoman Miller – All right, so then… 

 

President Gudenas – I’m not going to confuse our senior citizens and others further. 

 

Councilwoman Miller – Well, I wanted to make the point that he will be coming.  He will be making a 

presentation.  Nothing will go on until we approve it. 

 

Councilman McTighe – You’re approving it right here. 

 

President Gudenas – That’s been absolutely guaranteed. 

 

Councilwoman Miller – Yeah, but it says here that we will approve it. 

 

President Gudenas – All of our legislation is always written that way. 

 

Councilman Sustarsic – I would like to direct this question to the Law Department on what was brought to our 

attention by a citizen earlier.  How would that work, as far as legalities, with the fact that bids were awarded to 

particular companies or individuals?  Could the City possibly rescind upon that? 

 

Asst. Director Meister – At this time I can’t answer your question.  I’d have to look into for you.  But I believe 

the stage we’re at right now with the bids that until the contracts are done nothing’s set in stone. 

 

Councilman Sustarsic – It is an interesting concept that Mr. Eberhard brought up.  I remember in the great 

billboard debate there was only one company that was contacted initially.  When the Mayor came up, he was 

able to bring 3 more on board to more or less give us a choice and give us the best deal.  That being said you 

wonder if we shouldn’t at least listen to Mr. Eberhard.  Secondly, I don’t know if I was the only one that 

received it, but there is another Resolution (533a-03), which specifically addresses the budget final for the 

Senior Center and not for the Golf Course as well.   

 I’m entirely behind the Senior Center.  And, as was mentioned earlier in the meeting by Mr. Balazs, the 

fact that there was a particular comfort level met by Bond Counsel at the beginning of the year that if we were 

to spend X amount of dollars on this, they did have a comfort level with it.  However, depending upon how 

much the Golf Course Clubhouse renovation would cost that would go over that comfort level.  I don’t know 

that we should do that.  I don’t know that we should go beyond a comfort level.  And at the same time I 

believe there was a particular committee meeting where Mr. DeMinico mentioned the fact that it would be a 

few weeks prior to the fact where bids could be ready or rather it would be ready for us to go out to advertise 
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for bidding.  Consequently, I’m not about to give the City a blank check not knowing what the exact figure is, 

what the final figure is for both the Senior Center and the Golf Course. 

 Again, like I say, I’m in favor of the Senior Center.  I think it would be incumbent upon us to look at Mr. 

Eberhard’s proposal being the fact that money could be saved and would be a ready-to-move-in facility.  From 

what I understand being the facility that it is, we have all the amenities in as far as proper  water pressure, 

waterlines, everything like that.  I think it’s just something to look forward to.  So the question I would have, 

getting down to the bottom line, you have Resolution (533-03) and Resolution (533a-03).  One of the latter for 

the Senior Center, former for the Senior Center and the Golf Course Clubhouse, so my question to you, Mr. 

Chairman, would it be a matter of deciding which one we vote for or would we be voting for both and then 

one… 

 

President Gudenas – I think you know the rule, 533a is not on the agenda, was not added to the agenda so we 

cannot vote on it today. 

 

Councilman Lisy – This is awfully late in the game.  We have no idea what the price of the property would be.  

There’s a whole bunch of legal issues that would have to get involved with this.  If I recall the legislation 

properly, we requested various sites.  We looked at various sites.  We looked before we started this process.  

It’s amazing in a political year that this is coming out now.  And that’s what really disturbing about this.  They 

wait until the last minute to bring all these other options up when we requested these other options over 18 

months ago. 

 Going back to the Euclid Clubhouse, it does need to have modifications, repairs.  This is one way to save 

money by getting this project moving forward.  One of my biggest concerns is the Waste Water Treatment 

Plant.  Director Gulich, that T, that waterline that services that will service the new Senior Center is that the 

only waterline servicing the Waste Water Treatment Plant? 

 

Director Gulich – Yes, it is. 

 

Councilman Lisy – So for 18 years nobody cared about the workers at the Waste Water Treatment Plant and 

the sulfur dioxide, Mr. Gruber, that is there and we didn’t worry about it now all of a sudden it’s an issue.  I 

mean, that is the only waterline servicing our Waste Water Treatment Plant.  And so to add the numbers to the 

Senior Center, I think, is offensive and now to bring all this up.  We’re playing with people’s lives.  These 

seniors need these amenities and to bring all this up at the end is just appalling to me.  I’m not in favor of 

modifying this legislation.  I’m in favor of going ahead with these plans.  We discussed this in Council, in 

committee meeting.  That is what committee meetings are for so we don’t have to debate all these issues on 

the Council floor.  If everyone would attend those committee meetings, then everybody would be on the same 

page.  Thank you. 

 

Councilman Delaney – I think that this is a symptom of what has held the City back for years and years.  We 

need to move forward.  We need to address what’s on our plate.  There are many issues that we have in front 

of us.  And there is no way by changing plans right now this could possibly save any money with the money 

that’s already been invested.  And this is not news to anyone and it also as Councilman Lisy said, it does in a 

sense take care of a building issue.  We had vacant space.  We have buildings around.  We have to address 

them one at a time.  And by taking care of the Euclid Park Clubhouse, we actually fix this building for many, 

many decades to come.   

 And more importantly than the politics rearing its ugly head, anyone who understands gerontology and 

the issues that face seniors, this is not a place for fun and games.  This is a very important component of health 

and welfare.  This is a quality of life issue.  It is incumbent upon us to take care of these people and move this 

project forward.  Thank you. 

 

Councilman Langman – We sit up here to make decisions.  We have a decision before us tonight.  And this is 

the culmination of several months almost years of discussion on what to do with the senior citizens, where to 

put them.  Sims Park, Shore, keep them at Knuth, etc.  We have the opportunity and the duty tonight to move 

forward with this legislation not opening up everything again.  If we do that, the senior citizens will not have a 

permanent home for probably another couple of years, at least, if ever.  So we need to vote on this tonight in 

the affirmative.   

 

Councilman McTighe – First, Director Gulich, in regards to the T waterline.  Has that been in neglect for all 

these years?  Have we not, as a City, looked at that for improving that?  And also does that waterline perfectly 

serve the needs of the Waste Water Treatment facility? 

 

Director Gulich – I think the answer to that is the line, obviously, has served its function.  The line cannot do 

both functions.  We would have an impaired plant should we not take action while we build the Senior Center. 
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Councilman McTighe – Right.  Director Gulich, if I was misunderstood, but the only reason we’re looking to 

increase almost $500,000 for a new waterline is because the Fire Chief request that we have ample amount of 

water to serve both the possibility of a new Senior Center and the Waste Water Treatment Plant, is that 

correct? 

 

Director Gulich – In order to serve both facilities adequately, yes, I’d refer to what the Chief’s statements 

were, yeah. 

 

Councilman McTighe – Thank you, Director Gulich. 

 

President Gudenas - Comments we want to clarify is the water pressure more than adequate in the hydrants we 

have there right now for the Waste Water Treatment Plant? 

 

Director Gulich – The hydrants, the water supply for the Plant is sufficient… 

 

President Gudenas – For fire protection purposes? 

 

Councilman Lisy – According to NFPA guidelines? 

 

Councilman McTighe – I would that’s what we have to defer… 

 

President Gudenas – We were told by the Fire Department… 

 

Director Gulich – I would certainly defer to, I don’t want to unload that on the Acting Chief over there, but I 

think… 

 

Acting Chief Cosgriff – I couldn’t tell you the answer to that off the top of my head.  We’d have to do a 

calculation to figure that out. 

 

President Gudenas – The Administration had told the City Council the reason to add this extra money was that 

the water supply was inadequate for fire purposes.  Not to assume that both would be on fire at the same time, 

but if there was a fire at the Waste Water Treatment Plant or at the Senior Center, the water supply was 

inadequate for one of those facilities.  Is this what you understood too? 

 

Director Gulich – That would be an accurate statement. 

 

President Gudenas – Thank you. 

 

Councilman Lisy – The other if is… 

 

Councilman McTighe – I have the floor, Council President, please.  I mean, you stepped on my time again and 

let me speak when I have the floor. 

 

Councilman Lisy – Nobody’s stopping you. 

 

Councilman McTighe – Thank you, I mean, I didn’t interrupt any comments you’ve made previously and I’m 

sitting here asking my questions.  I’d like to have that available to me. 

 

Councilman Lisy – I do apologize. 

 

Councilman McTighe – So thank you.  In addition, too, I just want to make a word to these individuals on 

Council that this ordinance reads in Section 1 that the final budgets for the Senior Center and Golf Course 

Clubhouse construction projects are hereby approved.  Now the question that I ask our Law Director here 

who’s filling in for Miss Vento, is that if approve this, does that mean the Senior, the Clubhouse budget is 

approved, too? 

 

Asst. Director Meister – If you approve (533-03)? 

 

Councilman McTighe – Correct. 

 

Asst. Director Meister – From what  I understood… 

 

Councilman McTighe – From what this piece of ordinance state or for this resolution states. 
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Asst. Director Meister – All the (533a-03) is was basically, (533-03), this is the amendment taking out the 

portions referring to the Clubhouse.  So if (533-03( it would be, as you stated. 

 

Councilman McTighe – So as I stated is that this Council goes ahead and approves (533-03) Section 1 states 

that the final budgets for the Senior Center and the Golf Course Clubhouse construction projects are hereby 

approved.  And this Council has yet to see any of the bids for the Golf Clubhouse construction.  So if this 

Council is very happy in taking in the word of our Parks & Recreation Director, the word of the Mayor and the 

word of our Council President, then so be it.  Leave an open paycheck for the construction of this Clubhouse; 

however, I cannot see fit that I was elected here to look in what is in the best interest of the City of Euclid.  

And I do not see any budget numbers for the Clubhouse and we had this problem before when I sat at the 

Board of Control.  Councilman Gruber was there.  I was there present with all the bids coming in for the 

Senior Center and we, again, did have a final number for the bid at the Senior project.  So how can you guys 

go ahead and go approve this without having the final numbers for the Golf Clubhouse.  That’s a question that 

I ask. 

 

Councilman Delaney – I was on the Board of Control today when all the bids were open and I will assure 

Council that we were all very quite comfortable and pleased with all the numbers.  And they were available 

today as they were when they were opened. 

 

President Gudenas - Director DeMinico, thank you for being here.  Anything to add?  Again, the one concern 

is we would be approving the budget for both the Senior Center and the Golf Course.  Obviously, the Senior 

Center is supposed to be ahead, underway and again, you had indicated and promised this City Council that 

prior to any bids being awarded for the Golf Course you will come back and make a presentation on what the 

actual bids are.  And do you have anything to add to that? 

 

Director DeMinico –Yes, Mr. Chairman, may I apologize for being tardy.  The, we should have had an 

amended agenda.  The resolution to approve the budget for the Senior Center only.  The Golf Course was not 

supposed to be on here today.  That’s what we talked about at the last Council meeting, at the committee 

meeting.  It’s not here.  I’m not asking you to approve it right now.  We’re still tweaking some things.  We’re 

getting very close to going to bid.  We should be going to bid next week into the Notice of Bidders in the 

paper.  We’re talking about the Senior Center, the Senior Center only.  I will get back to this Council more 

than likely by e-mail when we get into our estimates and closer numbers and start putting things there. 

 We all know we’re going to have a great estimate from Panzica, but it’s just that.  It’s an estimate, you 

know, we’re going to be bouncing up and down so. 

 

President Gudenas – To clarify, the Administration drew up this legislation, put it on the agenda 2 weeks ago.  

We sent it to the committee as the Administration drew it up.  We debated it and we approved it as the 

Administration drew it up unanimously, I believe, at the last committee meeting a week ago that the Senior 

Center and Golf Course budgets be approved.  It was sent back to the City Council unanimously and now 

you’re saying you changed your mind. 

 

Director DeMinico – At that meeting, Council President, I said point blank that they’re not going to do 

anything with the Golf Course Clubhouse right now.  We’re not going to act upon it.  We had a $1.6 million 

estimate.  We said we’re tweaking it.  We’re making major changes with some of the electrical systems, some 

of the heating systems and we were going to come back to this Council.  I fully anticipate full steam ahead 

here and having another ordinance asking for your approval.  We’re going to have to have borrowing 

legislation above and upon what we’re putting in here tonight.  Currently, we have the authority to borrow, 

we’ve already borrowed 2.5.  And now I think the next piece of legislation is the 1.2, which are budget for the 

Senior Center is 3.7.  So what you have in front of you tonight, always we can do is move forward with the 

Senior Center.   

 

Councilwoman Miller – Since that’s the case and we did not approve, we didn’t add ordinance (533a-03), then 

I amend that we remove any in (533-03) remove anything that would pertain to the Golf Course Clubhouse.  

Then when Director DeMinico’s ready, like he said would be soon, he would come back before us with a 

similar type of an ordinance.  Because in one respect you’re the one that’s the watchdog on finance and 

everything, you brought it up many, many, many times.  We want to make sure what we’re doing is right.  

And I’m all in favor of both things, but I think for our residents, too, maybe instead of agreeing on blank 

check. 

 

President Gudenas – We’re not agreeing on a blank check. 

 

Councilwoman Miller – We are too because we don’t know what the costs of the Clubhouse are going to be. 

 



Council Minutes 
September 15, 2003 
Page 11 
President Gudenas – We’ve already heard repeatedly over the past several weeks and months that the 

Administration, including Director DeMinico, will come back to the City Council with the full report with the 

full explanation with all the bids for us to consider at that time if those numbers are greater than the amount 

we have budgeted.  That they will not go above that… 

 

Councilwoman Miller – That’s true. 

President Gudenas - …without our approval. 

 

Councilwoman Miller – I understand exactly what they’re saying.  But I’ve been on Council for 20 years and I 

know for a fact once you approve this they can say to you, tough, we don’t have to do it.  We don’t have to 

come back to you. 

 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail – I’d like to second the motion. 

 

Councilman McTighe – I’d like to debate that motion for a moment.  We have a resolution approving the final 

budgets for the Senior Center construction project and directing the Administration to proceed action with 

implementation ordinance, Resolution (533a-03), which is not on this.  So there’s no reason to go ahead with 

this.  We can wait ‘til next meeting and put this on the agenda and vote on it then. 

 

President Gudenas – So you can vote on the amendment.  Any other discussion? 

 

Councilwoman Miller moved to amend legislation to remove any mention of the Golf Course Clubhouse; 

seconded by Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Lisy, Miller, Sustarsic 

                 Nays:  Delaney, Langman, McTighe, Gudenas 

Amendment passed. 

 

President Gudenas – Okay, any other discussion on the legislation? 

 

Councilman McTighe – There was a Board of Control meeting and I’d like to know what Councilman 

Delaney referring to if he said that bids were accepted for construction of the Clubhouse. 

 

President Gudenas – He’s talking about the Senior Center. 

 

Councilman McTighe – It was about the Senior Center? 

 

President Gudenas – Correct. 

 

Councilman McTighe – Okay because I asked in regards to the Clubhouse. 

 

President Gudenas – It’s about the Senior Center. 

 

Councilman McTighe – Okay, so Councilman Delaney was incorrect it was for the Senior Center not the 

Clubhouse.  Thank you, Council President. 

 I’d also like to mention in regards to why we shouldn’t go forward with the Senior Center for numerous 

reasons.  We had a meeting, which I was sorry I was unable to attend because it was such a short notice due to 

my work commitment.  However, that we had, I went down and took a tour of the Waste Water Treatment 

facility.  Many of you have taken this tour of the Waste Water Treatment facility and we also had presented to 

us before letters from Bob Gall, Superintendent of the Waste Water Treatment Center, stating numerous 

reasons why the Senior Center should not be built where it is.  Numerous health reasons, existing construction 

if they ever have to move their building for added EPA regulations, etc., etc.  Now I have a number of 

concerns, which I had mentioned with Bob Gall today.  I spoke with the Mayor about it.  I brought it up with 

Director DeMinico and some of my other colleagues here.  That come March, which Superintendent Gall 

stated is that there’s a possibility that we may need to add new construction to this Waste Water Treatment 

facility to be in regulation with EPA rules.  Now my question is, if that comes through and we approve this 

and come March and we have the EPA come through say we need to add this in, what are we going to do with 

the Waste Water Treatment facility? 

 

President Gudenas – We went all over this a week ago.   

 

Councilman McTighe – Excuse me, Council President, I still have the floor.  So we’re going to build either a 

four-story Waste Water Treatment facility in downtown Cleveland or we will have to go east or west, which 

means that either we have to buy homes to the west of the Waste Water Treatment facility or go east and buy 
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Alexander’s Restaurant or CVS area.  So what that means is now we’re taking out 2 businesses out of the City 

of Euclid, which pay into the General Fund where we have a deficit where it comes possibly December we 

may not be able to pay paychecks.  We just deferred #5 on our ordinance talking about additional $602,000 in 

regards to our budget and now we’re going to go ahead and approve this.  I don’t know how this Council can 

go ahead with this and I’m sorry I’m not going to vote for this.  This is in the wrong location.  The most 

correct location was, almost 2-1/2 years ago, where it was Sims Park.  Granted, Councilman Delaney, you did 

a great job by bringing in disc golf because what that has done now has stated that Sims Park is no longer a 

passive park.  People are utilizing this park.  We could take the savings of $500,000 in there and build a 

beautiful, brand new Senior Center right at Sims Park.   

 Let me tell you the reasons why we should do this:  1)  We should do this because it’ll be seen from Lake 

Shore Blvd. and we’ll see that the citizens of Euclid support our seniors and we’re moving forward.  2) You 

will have a savings of $500,000, which Director Gulich stated that the waterline right now currently serves the 

purposes at the Waste Water Treatment facility.  And 3) there is no need because the possibility that the EPA 

may come down not now, not 5 years, not 10 years, but when that need comes down, our Waste Water 

Treatment facility we need to expand.  Now if you guys are very comfortable going forward, I understand that 

and go build it.  But I cannot support this ordinance, this resolution and any others in regards to the Senior 

Center at this site. 

 

President Gudenas – Thank you very much.  Any other comments?  I see none. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Delaney, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Langman, Lisy, Miller, Sustarsic, Gudenas 

                  Nay:  McTighe 

Resolution passed as amended. 

 

  Ord. 186-2003 (551-03) Issue Bonds $1.2 million 
An emergency ordinance to provide for the issuance of not to exceed $1,200,000 bond anticipation notes of 

the City of Euclid, Ohio in anticipation of the issuance of bonds for the purpose of building a senior center by 

renovating, furnishing, equipping, and adding to the existing Euclid Park Clubhouse and improving sites.  

(Sponsored by Mayor Oyaski and the entire Council) 

 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail moved for passage; seconded by Councilman Delaney 

 

President Gudenas – And this obviously relates directly to #6.  I think we’ve said everything that could be said 

and then some.  I don’t think McTighe could possibly add to what he said already or can he? 

 

Councilman McTighe – Thank you, Council President.  Director Balazs, just to reassure everyone and the 

citizens of Euclid that going forward with both of these projects not knowing what the cost will be for the Golf 

Course Clubhouse… 

 

President Gudenas – This is just, only the Senior Center.  We took out the Golf Course.  You voted out against 

taking it out, but we did it anyway. 

 

Councilman McTighe – Okay, I’m sorry; I’m sorry, but, correct.  However, even though not knowing what the 

cost will be for the Clubhouse, will this affect our bond rating in the future? 

 

Director Balazs – I think we pretty much discussed that at the meeting.  We did talk about the rating and the 

rating procedures.  Actually, the operating budget perhaps is more of a criteria in a rating procedure than the 

capital budget.  Often times it’s confused where this money is coming from because we have a little bit of an 

operating problem now.  The money for the Senior Center is coming out of a different fund; it’s called a 

Capital Fund.  And I kind of reviewed that at that Wednesday night meeting.  And I think Councilman 

Sustarsic kind of summed it up in his recap of that meeting that we are meeting a comfort level of the 3.7.  

And if you recall, we did borrow 2.5 in anticipation of the Senior Center and you just accepted the budget for 

the Senior Center.  I’ve added another 1.2.  I rounded up about 20,000 for the borrowing capability.  I cannot 

exceed this dollar amount for borrowing.  I don’t anticipate to borrow immediately, but I think that everything 

is in order.  That Council wants to spend 3.7 million on this project.  I think they can go forward with it. 

 

Councilman McTighe – Thank you, Director Balazs.  I do not support this and I will have a vote no.  I close 

debate. 

 

President Gudenas – At the same time, Director Johnson, could you give McTighe a copy of the meeting… 

 

Councilman McTighe – Actually, I saw it.  Sorry, Council President, I had it taped and had it sent and I 

watched it.  So I saw everything of what you said.  What Councilman Lisy said about the interest rates.  What 
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Councilman Sustarsic mentioned.  I did watch it.  I went through all my steps so I’m okay with that and I 

reviewed the minutes. 

 

President Gudenas – Okay, I stay here. 

 

Councilman Sustarsic – Mr. Balazs, in particular I was wondering reading the beginning of it where it 

mentions what this ordinance will provide as far as the issuance not to exceed a certain amount.  It mentions 

adding to the existing Euclid Park Clubhouse and improvement sites.  Is that just a manner of legality as far as 

verbiage?   In other words, it is still strictly the Euclid Park Clubhouse?  But it would be my understanding 

that improving sites would just again be for that structure as opposed to anything else? 

 

Director Balazs – I think, basically, what we’re doing here is we’re treating each project as a separate entity 

for appropriation and for borrowing legislation, that authority to do so.  Strictly this evening, it’s only the 

Senior Center.  I think when we get into the Golf Course Clubhouse, I think that’s a different matter.  For us to 

go forward on that particular project, we’re talking about financing or creative financing and using revenue 

pledges and so forth.  We have some work cut out for us to get into that type of project on itself.  Like I 

mentioned earlier to Dorothy Fike, we have not taken bids so we don’t even know what level of the Clubhouse 

total expenditures may be.  Hopefully, it comes within the range of about 1.6 million. 

 

President Gudenas – Any other questions? 

 

Councilman Langman – I just want to point out to perhaps some of the folks did not see the committee 

meeting that this Council and Administration is also investigating revenue generation from both of the projects 

that might reduce the level of borrowing that we needed for these projects.  So Director Balazs, it may not be 

that we’ll have to borrow the full amount that has been approved either tonight or in past legislation.   

 

Director Balazs – That’s correct, Councilman Langman.  The ability to pledge revenue to a debt issue such as, 

the Clubhouse or any other issue that the City of Euclid may choose to do in the future.  Revenue 

enhancements will save the burden of the debt limit to the City of Euclid.   This evening, the borrowing the 

2.5, the 1.2 culminating to 3.7 is exclusively out of the Bond Retirement Fund.  Pledged strictly against it with 

no revenue pledged.  To go any further for the Clubhouse or any other project you so desire then I think it 

would enhance the Bond Retirement Fund to accept revenue pledging. 

 

President Gudenas – So it wasn’t necessarily the borrowing levels but the income coming back in to pay back 

those debts. 

 

Director Balazs – Correct.  That would also be debt structure. 

 

President Gudenas – So the income from the Clubhouse was recorded as the rent from the County agency.  

Any other questions?  I see none. 

 

Councilman Delaney moved to close debate; seconded by Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

 

Councilman Sustarsic moved to suspend the rules; seconded by Councilman McTighe.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Delaney, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Langman, Lisy, Miller, Sustarsic, Gudenas 

                  Nay:  McTighe 

Passed. 

 

President Gudenas – Believe it or not, I think we’re finally going ahead with the Senior Center.  That was the 

last important piece of legislation we’re going to be voting on? 

 

Director DeMinico – That is correct, Mr. Chairman.  We have the contracts ready to go.  Board of Control’s 

approval for awarding the bids today.  We did reject the roofing bid.  That’s going to be, that’s currently being 

re-advertised.  So I believe that this week contracts from Panzica’s office, being sent to the contractors.  We 

anticipate some staging and trailers coming in probably the next week and I should have a groundbreaking 

date within the next week to 10 days or so.  And that should be a lot of fun. 

 

President Gudenas – Thank you.  The Senior Center is a go.  Twenty-five years later. 
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  Ord. 187-2003 (546-03) Seasonal Light Equipment Operator 

An emergency ordinance amending Section 3(.1) of Ordinance 288-1998 by the addition of the new position 

of Seasonal Light Equipment Operator, as approved by the Civil Service Commission.(Sponsor Mayor 

Oyaski) 

 

Councilman Gruber moved for passage; seconded by Councilwoman Miller. 

 

Councilman McTighe – What is this? 

 

President Gudenas – I thought you were going to tell us. 

Director Gulich – Last winter I sat in front of you and told you of laying off 19 people in the Service 

Department.  This was on top of 7 positions already being attritioned out the previous year.   I told you that in 

order to get the leaves picked up this fall, in order to get the snow plowed in any way, shape or form that the 

City has been historically used to, we're going to need to hire back seasonal workers.  Civil Service has 

already approved this position.  And of course, to be in line with the Compensation Ordinance, we need to 

have a pay rate for it.  I’m proposing that that pay scale be commiserable with the existing light equipment 

operator’s position and that dollar amount is $14.64 an hour. 

 

Councilman McTighe – Director Balazs, this will have a great impact on like #5 on our ordinance but it says 

that it’s taken from the Public Service and Streets and Sewers payroll account.  Does this look like a, is this is 

also a question to Director Gulich, is this as needed then through the winter and the fall with the leaves and 

everything or are you going to go forward with this and hire this individual? 

 

Director Gulich – As a matter of fact, I plan on hiring 10 of these individuals. 

 

Councilman McTighe – 10 of these? 

 

Director Gulich – In order to get our staffing levels sufficient to order to get all our leaves.  There’s going to 

be a lot of leaves out there falling pretty dog gone quick.  At our current staffing levels, we couldn’t hope to 

get them all picked up; and, of course, we just got done with our nicest weekend of the year probably but 

snow’s going to fall eventually.  This will enable us to… 

 

Councilman McTighe – And anticipated cost of 10 of these individuals against the General Fund will be? 

 

Director Balazs – I don’t have that figure.  I think perhaps Director Gulich does.  What he’s indicating at this 

time to take this amount that he will apply it to his budgets.  He’s indicated two budgets here that he will stay 

within the current budget.  If he cannot do that, then he has to notify the Finance Director that an amendment 

is needed and I don’t see that on the current amendment that’s been sent before you for consideration so I’ll let 

Director Gulich speak in case I’m incorrect. 

 

Councilman McTighe – Thank you, Director Balazs.  So if you go outside the two limits of these Funds, will 

you have to come back to Council to approve any money outside of that or will this authorize us to go ahead 

and approve the expenditure, which will increase our General Fund spending? 

 

Director Gulich – Mr. Balazs said it pretty good.  I sat in front of Council come last Spring when we had an 

approved budget and I told you I’d live within those means and that’s my intention to do. 

 

President Gudenas – The ordinance today is strictly to create the position.  We’re not amending the budget. 

 

Councilman McTighe – Okay.  Thank you, Director Balazs; thank you, Council President. 

 

President Gudenas – Any other questions? 

 

Councilman Delaney moved to close debate; seconded by Councilman McTighe.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Councilman Langman moved to suspend the rules; seconded by Councilman Sustarsic.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Delaney, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Langman, Lisy, McTighe, Miller, Sustarsic, Gudenas 

Passed. 
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  Ord. 188-2003 (547-03) Renew CAN Insurance Co. Contract 
An emergency ordinance authorizing the Director of Administration of the City of Euclid to renew the existing 

contract with CAN Insurance Company, written through the firm of Wichert Insurance Services Incorporated,  

1013 Portage Trail, P.O. Box 997, Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio 4223-0997 insuring City-owned property, contents, 

boiler and machinery, inland marine and against crime for the period October 1, 2003 to October 1, 2004.  

(Sponsored by Mayor Oyaski) 

 

Councilman Lisy moved for passage; seconded by Councilman Gruber. 

 

President Gudenas – Director Johnson, how does this number compare to last year’s? 

 

Director Johnson – In the legislation it shows that the current year’s premium of $69,257 is, what we’re asking 

for is a 9% increase to $75,805.  If you recall when this discussion came up last year, our original quote was 

from Arthur Day Gallagher.  It was $408,933 and what we did was solicit another company who came to our 

rescue and provided the, similar coverage for this premium.  Another footnote to that, I told you at that time 

that the amount I had quoted did not include new Fire Station #2.  This premium does include new Fire Station 

#2 and the amount of that premium was $1400.  That’s all I have, Mr. Chairman, unless there’s some 

questions. 

 

President Gudenas – All right, thank you.  I don’t see any questions, oops, Councilman McTighe. 

 

Councilman McTighe – Whereas this premium does not include the new Senior Center and Clubhouse project 

as total cost and specifications have not been received by the Insurance Department, do we have an idea since 

we know what the Senior Clubhouse will be or Senior Center will be, is there anyway we can send this back to 

them and get a better idea going forward or do we need this immediately? 

 

Director Johnson – The building as it stands now is covered.  The building improved will not be covered for 

the improved amount until the project is completed and the City has accepted the project.  Then we, there 

probably will be some slight additional for the increase in the value of the building.   

 Another thing I forgot to mention, Mr. Chairman, is that this insurance does not cover large vehicles 

valued at over $50,000.  We are soliciting quotes for large vehicles over $50,000.  And if we think the 

premium’s reasonable, we will present it to Council for your consideration. 

 

Councilman McTighe – So this question is to Council President, would we then go back once the projects are 

completed by vote of a majority of  this Council that we would amend this insurance premium per the 

construction being completed? 

 

President Gudenas – I would think that we would insure the building.  So if there’s an additional cost when we 

do amendments to our budgets, although, I would not be the Council President so perhaps someone else would 

be bringing that up. 

 

Councilman Lisy – First of all, I’d like to thank Director Johnson for going out and getting the other bids 

because that is a significant cost savings.  The premium is that paid once a year or is there a way we can pay it 

monthly? 

 

Director Johnson – That’s an annual premium.  I suppose we could probably ask for a monthly premium.  I 

don’t know what the advantage of that would be, but I suppose we could ask for that. 

 

Councilman Lisy – Cash flow issues and so that’s, some of these expenses would be deferred to 2004 and, 

hopefully, the economy’s going to be picking up and the reason the budget’s not balanced is not because of 

our efforts here.   In fact, everybody’s efforts here, it’s because of our inflows, the revenues that the City’s 

bringing in has dropped significantly.  Down $5 million over a three-year period.  So since the revenues are 

down $5 million we have to figure out a way to reduce our out-of-pocket expenses in 2003.  If there’s a way 

we can move some of the expenses into 2004, it looks like the national economy’s picking up.  And so it may 

be a little better to cover these expenses.  Every little bit helps. 

 

Director Johnson – We’ll look into that, Councilman Lisy.  I don’t believe from an investment point of view 

there’s an advantage.  The last time I talked to Mrs. Fisher in the Finance Department, I think she said her 

investments were bringing .9%. 

 

President Gudenas – Any other questions?  I see none. 

 

Councilman McTighe moved to close debate; seconded by Councilman Lisy.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 
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Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail moved to suspend the rules; seconded by Councilwoman Miller.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Delaney, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Langman, Lisy, Miller, Sustarsic, Gudenas 

                  Nay:  McTighe 

Passed. 

 

  Ord. (548-03) Consultant for Vision 2020 Committee 
An ordinance authorizing the Mayor of the City of Euclid, or his designee, to enter into a professional services 

contract with a planning firm or organization, selected by the Vision 2020 Committee, for the purpose of 

providing consulting services associated with the preparation of a master long term vision plan for the City of 

Euclid by the Vision 2020 Committee, for an amount not to exceed $15,000.00.  (Sponsored by 

Councilpersons Holzheimer Gail and Lisy) 

 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail moved for passage; seconded by Councilman Lisy. 

 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail – I think Mr. Steigerwald stated, brought everyone uptodate very well on the 

Vision 2020 Task Force.  It’s been close to a year and a half since that group has been in existence.  And I 

certainly am supportive of their efforts as it was the Mayor and Councilman Lisy and myself that brought the 

issue and the idea forward to Council.  Council unanimously supported the formation of that committee and, I 

believe, supportive of their process to this point.  There’s no doubt that this very talented, very diverse group 

of individuals, all Euclid residents, have spent a great deal of time and energy and have brought some 

wonderful expertise to the planning and strategic visioning to our community.  To me, that is a critical, critical 

need and a very important function for the citizens to take on.  They, however, at a crossroads and they are in 

need of some additional assistance.  I support for that and would like to move forward with that.  But I 

understand several Council members after talking with them would like to have the Vision 2020 group come 

in and provide some additional information.  Bring them uptodate on what they’ve been doing and talk more 

specifically about what the consultant would do.   

 So unless there’s other comments, I do want to thank the members of the Vision 2020.  And I believe, a 

number of them were here earlier if they want to stand up and acknowledge.  They’ve been working very, very 

hard and I’ve been privileged to attend a couple of their meetings.  I haven’t been able, we really wanted to 

keep it out of the political process.  So we really have left the citizens to do it themselves and I’ve been and 

the involvement that I’ve had I’ve been very, very impressed.  And I have no doubt that they will bring 

forward a top-notch strategic vision and plan that we will formally adopt as a Council in the future.  

 Their timeframe is wrapping up.  They are hopeful to have this to the City to the public at the beginning 

of 2004.  And so I would hope that, while I would move to send this to the Executive Committee, we will have 

a meeting in the near future and enable them to move forward. 

 

President Gudenas – We shall so do and we’ll just wait to hear back when that time is… 

 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail – Would you like that to go to my committee instead then? 

 

President Gudenas – I’d say before the entire Council because this obviously affects… 

 

Councilman McTighe – I second her motion to her committee. 

 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail – I mean, it makes no difference to me. 

 

President Gudenas – I would recommend the Executive/Finance Committee that involves all of the Council. 

 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail – Executive/Finance Committee is fine, but I would like to do it in the near 

future. 

 

President Gudenas – We could schedule it for Monday, but I was told that might be too quick because we do 

have the committee meeting already so if they’re ready for Monday we could do it for Monday. 

 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail – Well, we’ll discuss it.  

 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail moved to place the legislation into Executive Committee; seconded by 

Councilman Gruber. 

 

Councilman McTighe – I have just one question on… 
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President Gudenas - I think we have motion… 

 

Councilman McTighe – I’m just debating it.  Will we have the group that you guys plan to hire present it?  

Will we have the group that’s recommending present it? 

 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail – The Vision 2020 group has been interviewing consultants.  I believe they 

have sent out a request for proposals and are interviewing those consultants.  If you… 

 

Councilman McTighe – I just want to make sure I have this straight.  So if we go ahead and approve this, it’s 

approving money for the 2020 Vision after they’ve selected it?  They don’t already have selected… 

 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail – They’re in the process of selecting it.  Perhaps by the time we have our 

committee meeting, they’ll have chosen someone and we’ll be able to bring that information forward. 

 

Councilman McTighe – Okay. 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail – We could certainly ask that. 

 

Councilman McTighe – No, that’s all I ask.  Thanks. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Delaney, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Langman, Lisy, McTighe, Miller, Sustarsic, Gudenas 

Ordinance placed in Executive & Finance Committee. 

 

President Gudenas – So we will wait for word if Monday’s okay.  If  Monday’s not okay, we’ll schedule it 

soon thereafter. 

 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail – Thank you. 

 

  Res. 189-2003 (549-03) Euclid Social Security Office 
A resolution opposing the Federal Government’s plan to close the Euclid Social Security Office located at 

22802 Lake Shore Blvd.  (Sponsored by the entire Council) 

 

Councilman Langman moved for passage; seconded by Councilman Delaney. 

 

President Gudenas – This was brought to our attention by workers in that office.  They do recommend 

contacting your elected Federal Representative because often U.S. Congress has a great deal of say and all of 

these kinds of things have had influence in the past and that’s why it’s on the agenda. 

 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail – Thank you for bringing this forward, Council President Gudenas, I would 

like to suggest and amend that this also be sent to Congresswoman Stephanie Tubbs Jones.  And if there’s no 

objection, I’d like to add my name and ask the rest of Council to add theirs as well. 

 

President Gudenas – Right, that should have been with all our names.  So we’ll add all of Council to this and 

we will direct Administration to send it to Congresswoman Stephanie Tubbs Jones.  And we will get some 

additional information.  I know some senior group is already working on this.  It is important.  It is jobs for the 

City of Euclid, but of course, it also brings people into our downtown, which helps everybody. 

 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail moved to close debate; seconded by Councilman Gruber.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Delaney, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Langman, Lisy, McTighe, Miller, Sustarsic, Gudenas 

Passed. 

 

  Ord. 190-2003 (550-03) Public Auction 
An emergency ordinance authorizing the Director of Public Service of the City of Euclid to sell at a public 

auction all scrap items, including vehicles, no longer needed by the City of Euclid as shown on the attachment.  

(Sponsored by Councilman Sustarsic by request of the Service Director) 

 

Councilman Sustarsic moved for passage; seconded by Councilman Lisy.   

 

President Gudenas – Director Gulich, standard procedure here? 

 

Director Gulich – Yes, this is going to be very similar to our previous auctions.  It will be on Saturday, 

October 4th, at our Municipal Garage on Lakeland Blvd.  Anyone interested in placing bids, registration will 

begin at 9:00.  There’ll be an hour for viewing of the vehicles.  The auction will commence at 10:00 and, of 

course, the City sells all of this equipment on an as is basis.   
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 And the only thing I’ll ask this year that we haven’t asked priors, please leave the kids at home.  We’re 

trying to relieve ourselves of some liability and, of course, we’ve got some equipment that’s probably great 

fun to play on; but we really don’t need that.  And looking over the list of things, I think, there’s only two 

items on here that are older than Councilman McTighe this year. 

 

Councilman McTighe – I want the school bus. 

 

President Gudenas – Perhaps we get more use out of.  Any more questions on that? 

 

Councilman Langman – I don’t see on here where the proceeds are designated for what fund? 

 

Director Gulich – You could always put them in the Service Department Equipment Fund. 

 

Councilman Langman – Well, I would imagine you would like that. 

 

President Gudenas – So normally which fund do the proceeds go to? 

 

Director Gulich – Mr. Balazs, I’ll let him back me up.  But like everything else, it goes back into the General 

Fund. 

 

Director Balazs – If it’s not designated, I automatically put it in General Fund.  Thank you. 

 

Councilman Langman – Thank you. 

 

Director Gulich – Service Department can use it. 

 

Councilman McTighe moved to close debate; seconded by Councilman Gruber.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Councilman Sustarsic moved to suspend the rules; seconded by Councilman Delaney.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Delaney, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Langman, Lisy, McTighe, Miller, Sustarsic, Gudenas. 

Passed. 

 

CEREMEONIAL RESOLUTIONS 

  Res. 182-2003 (552-03) Edmund & Irving Diemer 
A resolution of appreciation to Edmund and Irving Diemer for their generous donation of $10,000.00 for the 

trophy cases at the Shore Cultural Centre.  (Sponsored by Mayor Oyaski and the entire Council) 

  Res. 183-2003 (553-03) Inductees Sports Hall of Fame 
A resolution of congratulations to:  Lodo Habrie, Bob Hanley, Wakefield organ, Pete Scvhwenke, Karen 

Maroli, Mike Barnes, Matt Carptenter, Terry Roscoe, Coach Mike Raicevich, and Nils Berglund, the 

2003 Inductees to the Euclid High School Sports Hall of Fame.  (Sponsored by Mayor Oyaski and the 

entire Council) 

  Res. 184-2003 (555-03) Dennis Strnad 
A resolution of appreciation to Dennis Strnad, owner of Unique Concepts for his dedication and commitment 

to the City of Euclid.  (Sponsored by Mayor Oyaski and the entire Council) 

 

Councilman McTighe moved for passage; seconded by Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail. 

Roll Call :  Yeas:  Delaney, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Langman, Lisy, McTighe, Miller, Sustarsic, Gudenas 

Passed. 

 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

Council Gruber moved to go into the Committee of the Whole; seconded by Councilman Delaney.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

 

Mrs. Madeline Scarniench – 1511 E. 221.  Hurrah for the Senior Center, no matter how it came about and 

where it’s going to be, it’s a done deal and it’s going to be built.  But I would like to make a suggestion.  At a 

previous meeting, Council President, you said that people were, you had bids coming in for catering.  I believe 

that, hopefully, you will consider waiting until after the election before any decision is made on who’s going 

to be in the building.   

 One of the suggestions I would like to make and is something to think about if you decide not to wait, we 

should be pro-Euclid.  The Chamber works, is working very hard for pro-Euclid business.  I think it would be 

a disservice to the businesses that our in our City that do catering if we allowed someone else to come here.  

The suggestion is, an example would be my son’s wedding.  They got married.  They had to pay the rent at a 

community center that was owned by a city.  Fine, that’s what we could do.  We rent the buildings.   



Council Minutes 
September 15, 2003 
Page 19 
But then they have to pay, they have to use a caterer that is registered with the City.  These are the only people 

who can work at our buildings.  They would have to use one of our caterers.  We don’t have to pick any one, 

but all of them should be able to work out of those two buildings. 

 Right now, if you go to Recher Hall, you have to use all of Recher Hall’s caterers.  That’s just the way it 

is.  This, to me, would be pro-Euclid business.  We’ve got six different caterers right now that are in this City.  

Bringing in another one would just be a detriment to them, to the livelihood of the people who have been here 

for so long.  So I hope you will think about that. 

 Number 2, this question was for the Fire Department, actually.  I’ve been told that we’re the only city 

probably in our County who has not applied for Homeland Security Funds.  Is this true and why haven’t we 

applied for them? 

 

Acting Chief Cosgriff – To my knowledge, we have not applied for them at this time and I could find out the 

answer for that and get back to you. 

 

Mrs. Scarniench – And if it’s still possible, could we do that?  This is money that is available to us and it 

doesn’t make sense that we’re not applying for this money.  Thank you. 

 And lastly, this is also about the Fire Station.  Well, actually, I’ll backtrack first.  First of all, the Fayre 

was great.  I think with a little tweaking, it could be really marvelous next year.  I can’t wait.  The atmosphere 

was wonderful.  The people that were there were wonderful.  When I asked about not having gambling, I 

guess I was proven right because we didn’t need the gambling.  And obviously, there was no gambling on 

Sunday.  But at the Fayre I got to talk with a whole lot of firemen.  And it was very unique to see the shirts 

that they wore.  And I guess the proposal is, the question is, why does Station #3 have to be the station that is 

closed?  Four, I’m sorry, 4.  Why can’t that be rotated on a monthly basis?  None of the firemen seem to have 

a problem with that.  If it’s good for one neighborhood, it should be good for all.  My question is, can that be 

looked at so that if we have to have a station closed, it can be alternated around the whole City?  Thank you. 

 

President Gudenas- Any answers to that question? 

 

Acting Chief Cosgriff – The reason that that station was closed was because that was a station without a 

rescue squad.  There was one ladder truck running out of that house and so it was more efficient to close that 

house as opposed to one with basically two companies in it. 

 

President Gudenas – To clarify, the proposals for whoever might provide catering services are not coming to 

me. We have Parks & Recreation Director DeMinico.  He’s getting these proposals.  I have not even seen any 

yet.  I’m not the one making those decisions. 

 

Ms. Jan Gayda – 421 E. 257 St.  First I’d like to say thanks to Dr. David Hammond and his staff at the Animal 

Medical Center of Euclid.  They had an Open House this past weekend at their new facility and invited Euclid 

Pets Pals to be there and set up a table.  We got donations, memberships, volunteers out of this event, as well 

as being part of a nice party.  The building will also be home in the future to other animal related businesses 

and he’s looking for people to come in with that.  

 I would also like to thank Joe Udovic for doing the landscaping at the Animal Shelter.  He’s been 

doing quite a bit of work there and we really appreciate it, it looks great. 

 There’s still a few days left to get your Clambark tickets to benefit the Euclid Pet Pals.  The date is 

Friday, September 26th at the Manor Party Center.  Tickets are $40 and can be obtained by calling the Animal 

Shelter at 289-2057.  Or by downloading the order form on our website, EuclidPetPals.org.  All reservations 

and money must be in by this Thursday, September 18th.  Someone can deliver the tickets to you, if you are 

not available during the day.  We have over 30 door prizes, valued at over $700 from a lot of Euclid 

businesses and other local businesses.  Tickets for the computer raffle will be available later this week through 

the Animal Shelter and some volunteers.  Check the website for information.  A $1,500 computer has been 

donated and will be raffled off at the December 1st city council meeting. 

 On Saturday, Sunday, October 18th & 19th, bring you pet to Petsmart in Willoughby for pictures with 

the great pumpkin, costumes for you and your pet are optional. 

 My last thing is on E. 257 St. Friday, Saturday & Sunday there’s going to be three good garage sales.  

Thank you. 

 

Mr. Tom Cooke – 23100 Chardon Rd.  Just a few comments regarding the senior center.  As a contractor who 

was asked to bid on that project, who did not bid on that project, I just realized my worst fears tonight.  When 

you speak of rescinding someone’s contract, after its been awarded, you scare people off like you can’t 

imagine.   

 A contractor spends anywhere between $10,000-$15,000-$20,000 to put together a project like this, a 

contractor of my size.  You can imagine what some of these other contractors are going through.  You’re 

talking hundreds of thousands of dollars in outlays that these people are putting together.  At the whim of a 

hat, to be able to come up and talk about rescinding these contracts or to show your indecisiveness in going 
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ahead with this project, just scares people to death.  Unfortunately I would have loved to have been part of this 

project, but tonight I realized my worst fears and unfortunately I was correct.   

 In regard to #5, personally I’m tired of hearing about the budget.  I’m tired of hearing about we don’t 

have the money, we can’t find the money.  It is your responsibility to go out there and find the money.  Don’t 

tell me why you can’t find it.  Don’t tell me where you can’t find it.  Don’t point fingers. Go out there and find 

it.  The safety services cannot afford to be reduced further. They are not a political football.  Its time to stop 

this playing around now.  You have to.  The citizens of this city are not going to hang around.  They are not 

going to sit here and watch this game that’s played.  You’re trying to invite new citizens to this city, new 

developments.  Developing the 206 development, the marina.  You have to be able to provide for prospective 

people coming in here a level of service that they are used to and even a step above.  These people that you’re 

trying to attract, literally, can move anywhere they want.  I know I’m going to hear it.  Someone is going to 

say, we’ll why don’t they go somewhere else, they don’t have to come here.  That’s not the attitude that we 

want here.  We have to provide a reason for these people to want to come here.  Thank you. 

 

Mr. Joe Udovic – 21371 Naumann.  I too attended the Fayre.  I worked all three nights at it and it is a real 

wonderful fair.  I have some questions of Mr. DeMinico.  I’d like to make an appointment with him and see 

some of the things that we are going to tweak.  It was a very nice time and I know all the residents that I talked 

to had a great time as well. 

 I do also have a couple of questions.  Statement are being reported and spread that when this current 

city council assumed office, December 2001, there was $6 million in the general fund or reserves.  Now it has 

been depleted down to $1.5 million.  Is this figure true?  Why have we spent so much of this money?  If this 

figure is a falsehood, then what was the beginning balance on December 2001?  How much have we really 

spend in the past two years?  Thank you.  Have a good evening. 

 

Mrs. Sally Hufnagle – 615 Birch Dr.  I would like to ask a few questions tonight about statements that have 

been made publicly over the last couple of weeks.  

 Councilman Gruber, on September 4th at the Mayoral Debate held in these Council chambers, Council 

President Gudenas was answering a question about redevelopment on Euclid Ave.  He specifically mentioned 

the Hillandale area.  Is that in your ward? 

 

Councilman Gruber – Yes. 

 

Mrs. Hufnagle – He mentioned that he had gone to the Building Industry Commission looking for interest in 

developing that area.  Did you go with him? 

 

Councilman Gruber – No. 

 

Mrs. Hufnagle – He said he went with another councilman.  It wasn’t you? 

 

Councilman Gruber – No. 

 

Mrs. Hufnagle – Did he invite you to accompany him? 

 

Councilman Gruber – No, he didn’t. 

 

Mrs. Hufnagle – Councilman Sustarsic, on September 9th, while giving a speech at the Euclid Republican 

Club, Council President Gudenas stated that earlier that same day he was at the Incinerator plant.  Is that in 

your ward? 

 

Councilman Sustarsic – It has been for as long as I can remember. 

 

Mrs. Hufnagle – Were you with him that day? 

 

Councilman Sustarsic – No, I was not. 

 

Mrs. Hufnagle – He said he was showing it to someone who was interested in it.  Do you know who that was? 

 

Councilman Sustarsic – This is the first I’ve heard of it. 

 

Mrs. Hufnagle – What type of business it was? 

 

Councilman Sustarsic – I’m not aware.   

 

Mrs. Hufnagle  - Is the property where the billboard is going, in your ward? 
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Councilman Sustarsic – Yes. 

 

Mrs. Hufnagle – Were you part of the discussions with Clear Channel? 

 

Councilman Sustarsic – No. 

 

Mrs. Hufnagle – On July 14th Council President Gudenas along with three other councilmen met with the 

residents in that neighborhood.  Were you at that meeting? 

 

Councilman Sustarsic – No, I was not. 

 

Mrs. Hufnagle – Were you invited to that meeting? 

 

Councilman Sustarsic – No, I was at a meeting a week earlier where everyone was invited.  But I was the only 

one who showed up. 

 

Mrs. Hufnagle – Were you aware of that meeting on July 14th?  

 

Councilman Sustarsic – No, I was not. 

 

Mrs. Hufnagle – On September 4th, Council President stated that he was the type of person who could bring 

people together to work things out.  However, clearly, these three examples show he is only able to work with 

whom he chooses to work with.  It seems as though it is always with colleagues that are either endorsed or 

recommended by the Taxpayer’s Alliance. 

 

President Gudenas – I hate to correct you, but I was not at the Incinerator.  The rest of it was true. 

 

Mr. Ron Emser – 26501 Farringdon Ave.  Now for something completely different.  Primarily I just wanted to 

thank all the people that participated in the Moss Point Wine Fest. We had a very difficult week with the 

liquor control board.  At the last minute they decided we weren’t allowed to use the Henn due to a prohibition 

era statute.  We recovered very quickly and pretty well.  We went right over to Greg Jurcisin at the Bistro.  We 

were able to pull off the event.  I think we made some money for the Henn but we’ll find out shortly. 

 I want to thank all the organizations and businesses that cam forward.  Just to indicate that there are a 

lot of generous businesses in town here.  All you’ve got to do is ask and they open up their wallets and their 

stores and whatever. 

 If I can do this alphabetically, I’ll do it real quick.  Alexander’s Restaurant; Beach Club Bistro; Dave’s 

Grocery Store; Euclid Meat & Sausage Shop; Lake Shore Coffee House; Mama Catena’s; Holly Mauer & 

Valerie Miller of Pampered Chef; Perkins Restaurant; Manor Party Center; Sky Bank; Tizzano’s Party Center; 

Tops Friendly Market; Wine Buzz Magazine; Wotijla’s Bakery.  Dare I say a few candidates running here 

took the opportunity, responded to my e-mails inviting them to jump into the program.  That was Fred Lisy, 

Pat Delaney, Charlene Mancuso.  

 This all went very well.  We ended up getting approximately 150 people to the event.  We got a lot of 

very favorable press, a lot of good response.  What was really amazing is we also brought 60 people over to 

the Henn, that voluntarily came over for a tour.  This was no snacks, no wine, no anything over there.  They 

were really interested in the Henn.  We didn’t quite get what we came for.  But, we got a pretty good 

replacement for it.  I just want to thank everybody for rallying around and helping getting it together.  In 

January we’re going to get together and look at doing this again next year.  Doing it correctly, getting all the 

F4’s, F2’s whatever we need to do it.  So, long live the liquor control board, I wish them well.  Thank you 

very much. 

 

Mrs. Kandi Jones – 27040 Tungsten. I just wanted to make a comment about the Euclid Fayre.  I want to 

commend Kathy Will and Kathy DeAngelis and Mr. DeMinico on what a great job they did on putting the 

Fayre together.  I was a little skeptical in the beginning when I heard that it was going to be at Sims Park.  But, 

they way things were laid out and everything, it turned out to be a good fair.  I made sure I went, I wasn’t able 

to go Saturday, Sunday, so I went Friday.  The Bruno Brothers band was very good also. 

 

President Gudenas – It was a wonderful event.  Three great sunsets. 

 

Councilman McTighe moved to rise and report.  Councilman Sustarsic seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

COUNCILMEN’S COMMENTS 

Councilwoman Miller – I attended the Fayre on Friday night and it was very, very nice.  It was a nice idea and 

the sunset was beautiful.   



Council Minutes 
September 15, 2003 
Page 22 
 

Councilman Sustarsic – I’d like to say that I did attend the Animal Medical Center of Euclid opening on 

Saturday.  It was very nice.  We’re looking around for a new groomer for our dogs and which we love and 

want to provide it with the best, so we’re checking all that out. 

 Secondly, I was wondering, everyone was saying how wonderful the Fayre was.  As a responsible 

leader of the city, I was wondering how wonderful was the money?  Was there a profit realized?  Realizing it 

was about a week ago, I would think we should have the monies in and the bills paid for, at least the bills 

accounted for.  I was wondering if Director DeMinico could advise us of that. 

 

Director DeMinico – I will put a complete comprehensive income and expense statement together.  We don’t 

have some bills from CEI, electricity usage.  They read meters and come out.  But, we lost money.  We 

subsidized the event.  Probably close to five figures.  That is not including the Henn Mansion and Shore 

Cultural Center splitting about $700 that they made as profit.  There was several hundred dollars for the 

Jaycees made money.  The Elks Club made money.  Upstage Players.  We’re figuring probably several 

thousand dollars went back into the non-profit groups that volunteered.  That’s a good thing.  But I will have a 

complete report for Council, not next meeting, but the meeting after. 

 

Councilman Sustarsic – I heard that same Sunday, the last day of the Fayre, there were problems with the rink, 

as far as the breakdown of the Zamboni and apparently a practice session, hockey practice, skating practice 

and the like had to be cancelled for a certain amount of time.  I was wondering if that was fixed yet and if 

things are back to normal at the rink? 

 

Director DeMinico – Yes, we have a back up Zamboni.  Something happened in a snafu in the change over 

from when the precision teams came, they really do chew up the ice.  There’s an electrical problem on that 

Zamboni.  We thought we had it fixed.  It broke down again.  It is finally back and running.  But we had the 

extra Zamboni up and running, just not quite in time for the Blade & Edge to be able to use their ice time. 

 

Councilman Sustarsic – As far as the antiquated prohibition statute for the Wine Fest.  Did that also cover the 

sale of beer that we had a week prior to the Wine Fest at the Fayre?   

 

Director DeMinico – Through all of our relations with the Liquor Board, beer & wine has always been 

categorized together.  For this particular reason and we worked with Sgt. Blakely very closely and he was 

miffed also as to why they separate wine.  But it was separated out.  We had legal permits to sell beer on 

Sunday, but not wine.  It was some quirk in prohibition days that they separate the wine out. 

 

Councilman Sustarsic – I would like to offer my condolences to another family in Euclid and I think a lot of 

people here know him.  Mr. Jack Wohl was a long time member of the Jewish War Vets.  He was a member of 

the Veteran’s Council for years.  He was very instrumental in helping us with Memorial Day activities.  He 

passed away suddenly this past week.  As a matter of fact, his family will receive visitors at their home, if you 

so choose.  Jack Wohl, a very, very nice guy and a very big contributor to the success of the City of Euclid.  

Thank you. 

 

President Gudenas – There’s been quite a few things that the City Council has been working on over the past 

two years.  Before the term expires in a month and a half or so, I would just like the administration to give us a 

little bit of an update on two of them that related to technology.  One of them about a year and a half ago, we 

asked the administration to give us a plan on how our website and e-mail capabilities and interaction with our 

business community residents was going to be improved.  We were told some kind of announcement was 

coming shortly.  Is there anything to report?  We do get a lot of concerns about our website and other 

capabilities that we are slipping behind the times. 

 

Director Johnson – We are still working on it Mr. Chairman.  We have finalized at least what we think it 

should look like.  Once we get to the point where we actually have it on the website, right now it is all on 

paper, once we get to the point that we have something that we can show you, we will do that. 

 

President Gudenas – Any idea when that will be? 

 

Director Johnson – We had hoped that it would be before the end of the summer.  That’s not happening so we 

hope within the next few weeks. 

 

President Gudenas – Very interested in seeing that. Also anything new about supporting an interim program 

with Euclid High School? 
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Director Johnson – Myself and the Mayor we did meet with some of the officials at Euclid Public Schools.  

One of the things they did tell us that whatever internship is finally established it would have to be curriculum 

based.  They are in the process right of developing that curriculum.  They hope to have something in the 

second semester of the school year.  We’ve also contacted Kent State University who has an electronic media 

program.  Kent State, we’re hoping to get college students that would be interested.  In the Electronic Media 

Program at Kent State, one of their requirement is that they serve a quarter as an intern in some location.  

Unfortunately we’re not at the top of the list for this year because for September they had selected most of 

their locations back in the spring.  We’re still hoping that we will get a couple from Kent State University, if 

not we hope next semester. 

 

President Gudenas – It does look promising for the Euclid School system for the next semester.  That's good 

news.  We will have a meeting Monday, Sept. 22 regarding the budget.  Both with a request for the spending 

as it was presented to us today.  And also regarding the Finance Dept. monthly reporting that we received to 

see if this is the kind of information we’re looking for.  If it needs to be changed or improved, we’ll go over 

that.  Also, to discuss any other surprises that might be coming in the near future.  It is very important because 

we do have limited amount of money that we have to spend, regardless of where it is going.  We do have to 

come up with any increase from some source, be it cash savings or reductions elsewhere.  We have very little 

room for error and this is quite a large amount that’s been presented to us.  We do need to spend some time on 

that and also ensure that there will be no other surprises. 

 

Councilman Delaney – I agree with everyone else’s comments, the Fayre was excellent.  There is really no 

where to go but up.  Congratulations to the Rec Dept.  Once again the Friends of the Henn and the Lake Shore 

Group with the Wine Fest, they were able to move that project on a dime.  So much effort went into it.  I was 

very, very impressed.  One of the things that struck me, a great deal of people there were visiting Euclid for 

the first time and I think even in the abridge version of what the Wine Fest was supposed to be, they were all 

very impressed.  I talked to a lot of people there.  We really showcased the city.  Thank you. 

 

Councilman Gruber – First of all, who’s the new guy over there? 

 

Asst. Law Director Meister – My name is Brian Meister, I’m Acting Law Director, Phyllis’ assistant. 

 

Councilman Gruber – Welcome.  Director Gulich, I spoke to you earlier before the meeting about the leaf pick 

up.  That would be in our traditional way that is contingent on the budget amendment that you had submitted.  

Is that what I understand? 

 

Director Gulich – What I asked Council to do is approve a pay rate for a new position which would be a 

seasonal position.  My Supt. is out in the audience.  We’ve been getting our ducks in a row in order to be 

prepared to pick up the leaves when they fall.   

 

Councilman Gruber – We anticipate doing what we’ve done traditionally in the past. 

 

Director Gulich – That is correct. 

 

Councilman Gruber – Upon my own visitation and it has been brought to my attention by several of the 

firemen that there are some construction issues at Fire Station #2.  I was just wondering if anybody is aware of 

the cracking floors?  We’re looking into that? 

 

Asst. Chief Cosgriff – We have a meeting tomorrow at Station #2, between the architect and the general 

contractor in order to get those issues resolved. 

 

Councilman Gruber – Anything I can do to support, please let me know.  President Gudenas, I was also at the 

meeting that Mrs. Hufnagle is referring to.  Upon consultation with Councilman Langman, you did state that 

you were at the Incinerator Plant and PMX that day.  Just for a correction of the record.  Just letting you know 

what you said.  I know you speak a lot of places, maybe just over looked that. 

 To answer Harvey Mlachak’s question.  Earlier in the day the question was about the Vet’s Club being 

used as a senior center.  My father joined the Euclid Vets Club in about 1949 along about the same time 

Councilman Sustarsic’s father joined. As you know my father is buried at Arlington National Cemetery and I 

proudly wear his Marine Pin everyday.  I did get a call from the member of the club, Bill Tomko.  I believe 

Mr. Fred Nevar may have approached me also.  Because of my closeness to the Club, I felt it was 

inappropriate for me to take any action on this.  I approached the Mayor at the time and I did mention the fact.  

I think that time it was brought to us, we already picked a new senior center location and we were moving 

ahead with it.  So it might have been a little bit late.  I also talked to Harvey about this before, we by the way 

missed the meeting tonight.  Monday is the Euclid Vets Club meeting, so Harvey, could your attendance 

please be a little better.  That is as far as it went.  I left it in the Mayor’s lap.  
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 I believe that we’ve already made our decisions.  That was the only discussions that I ever had about it.  

Thank you. 

 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail – Director DeMinico, to you and your staff, thank you.  I know you put in a 

lot of hard work for the Festival and my family enjoyed it.  We were there two of the days and it was what I 

was looking for.  With the few additions, that’s a great event for years I hope.  Thank you. 

 Also thank you to the Euclid Trio Homeowner’s Association, Crystal, Priday and Fuller for inviting 

me to their last meeting. 

I also want to take the opportunity to congratulate the Euclid High School.  Last year the Class of 2003 

received scholarship money totaling $3,440,222.  That as I’m told from Jan Gallagher, Assistant 

Superintendent, is the highest amount ever received in the history of Euclid High School.  It does not include 

athletic scholarships.  Kudos to the students of Euclid High School. 

I also want to commend them and congratulate the High School for receiving a $1.4 million grant from 

the Gates Foundation.  They’ll be at restructuring, re-organizing the High School into 6 smaller academies.  

The schools are certainly doing their job to help improve the schools.  On that note I just want to take the 

opportunity to let the community know that they have had a committee looking at re-organizing.  The Board 

has recommended going forward in November with a ballot issue.  A 2.5 mill permanent improvement issue to 

fund a reorganization and renovation plan.  That will go to capital improvements of the buildings.  One 

hundred percent of the funds will be used for improvements to the schools.  Along those lines it will help 

address a very important over crowding issue.  As part of the plan, Indian Hills and Memorial Schools will be 

reopened.  All elementary schools will become K-5.  All day, every day kindergarten will be offered in all of 

the elementary schools.  Forest Park and Central will become the 6 – 8 buildings. 

Its an investment in our community.  I would like to ask residents to keep their minds opened.  Visit 

the schools and do their part to help improve our schools and our community. 

 

President Gudenas – I was going to ask for a Resolution at the next Council Meeting, asking City Council to 

support the levy coming on the ballot.  Anybody who’s not interested in adding their name, please let the Law 

Dept. know, otherwise we’ll have all city council supporting that at the next Council Meeting.  I see Kent 

Smith back there, if you want to come next time, not today, in two weeks to say anything about the school 

levy or your Superintendent, please feel invited to come down. 

 

Councilman Langman – I too want to thank Director DeMinico and his staff for pulling off the Euclid Fayre.  I 

know it was a tremendous undertaking on their part.  I think it was successful in drawing new people into the 

community and actually seeing our lakefront.  There are many residents I ran into who had no idea how 

beautiful our lakefront is down at Sims.  I know Bob we need to get you some help with next year organizing 

it, because it was a big push on your staff.  We will get you that help.   

 I just want to echo my colleague, Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail. I  will come out tonight and say 

that I am in support of the 2.5 mill levy. 

 

Councilman Lisy – Thank you.  This is to the Directors that have been very supportive of all the Euclid 

Community Development Corporation. Director Gliha, you really came through at the last minute to try to get 

act together for a prospective company moving in and that’s the teamwork that I like to see.  The 

administration working with our volunteer groups.   

 Mr. Tollerup, thank you for your prompt assistance.  I sent out an e-mail in the morning and by the 

afternoon he’s looking at the issues.  That’s the type of service that our residents expect and I appreciate you 

guys carrying the ball and same thing with you Director Gulich. 

 

Mayor Oyaski – I want to add something to Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail.  You forgot to mention that 

Euclid High graduate Tony Fisher also scored a touchdown for the Green Bay Packers yesterday.  We want to 

be all inclusive. 

 

Councilman McTighe – Director Gulich, on the corner of 185th Street and Lake Shore Blvd., there is some 

problems in the road.  What is the remedy? 

 

Director Gulich – The remedy is get our Streets Dept. over there.  I’ve already discussed it with Mr. Markel.  

He’s aware of it.  At that bus stop there, when you have the busses applying their brakes, we still have the 

bricks underneath the asphalt there.  We do get that condition and basically it will need chopping out. 

 

Councilman McTighe – Finally I’d like to congratulate the Viking Village for another successful victory over 

the Euclid High School.  Mayor, no singing this year is necessary.  We know you did a wonderful job.  

Probably next year I’ll ask former Mayor David Lynch to tune it up and congratulate all of the Viking family.   
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ADJOURNMENT 

Councilman McTighe moved to adjourn.  Councilman Sustarsic seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Attest: 

 

 

____________________________   ___________________________ 

Clerk of Council     President of Council 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


