
COUNCIL MINUTES 

OCTOBER 20, 2003 
 

The regular City Council meeting was held on Monday, October 20, 2003 at 7 p.m. in the Euclid City Hall 

Council Chamber.  President Gudenas presided. 

 

Members Present: Delaney, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Langman, Lisy, McTighe, Miller, Sustarsic, Gudenas 

 

Others Present: Mayor Oyaski, Public Service Director Gulich, Finance Director Balazs, Assistant Parks 

& Recreation Director Will, Acting Law Director Vento de Crespo, Acting CS&ED 

Director Gliha, Acting Fire Chief Cosgriff, Captain Repicky, Sgt. Blakeley, Building 

Commissioner Apanasewicz, Zoning Commissioner Hayes, Housing Manager Tollerup, 

Sgt.-at-Arms Volk, Clerk of Council Cahill 

 

Peter Junger, President of the Cleveland Buddhist Temple gave the invocation. 

Robert Combs, a 9th grade student and a homeroom representative at VASJ and has a great interest in politics 

and law, led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

COMMUNICATIONS 

A letter from Adelphia announcing changes to their products and pricing. 

A summary of legislation on tonight’s agenda by Acting Law Director Vento. 

 

COUNCIL MINUTES 

Councilwoman Miller moved to approve the Minutes of October 6, 2003; seconded by Councilman Lisy.  

Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

ADMINSITRATION REPORTS & CVOMMUNICATIONS 

Mayor Oyaski – We have a few brief reports starting with the Service Director, Mr. Gulich, regarding leaf 

pickup. 

 

Director Gulich – Today we start our annual leaf pickup much the same way we have in years past.  We’re 

sending the vacuum trucks around.  Leaf pickup will be on the same day as your regular scheduled trash day.  

Couple helpful things you can do to make our job go a little smoother here.  Please rake your leaves to the 

curb.  It’s not necessary to put them in the street.  By doing so, you’ll pretty much make for a messier street.  

We’ll have a chance of fires from hot exhaust systems when cars park on it.  And please only put your leaves 

out.  It’s not branch and shrub pickup.  It’s leaf pickup.  The vacuum machines aren’t made for anything but 

leaves.  You’ll make the whole thing go a lot smoother, faster for us.  And again, if you do, just leave the 

leaves on the tree lawns.  Should in the event we have any snow, which is going to come sooner or later, 

hopefully, rather later, makes for one big mess as we had last year when we were pushing them up into 

people’s aprons and making messes throughout the City.  So please rake only your leaves to the curb.  We’ll 

get them.  That’s all I have, Mayor, thank you. 

 

Mayor Oyaski – Assistant Recreation Director Kathy Will has a brief announcement. 

 

Asst. Director Will – I’d like to take this opportunity to invite everybody to the Annual Euclid Civic Orchestra 

Concert, which will be held on Sunday, October 26 at 3 o’clock.  Tickets will be available at the door. 

 I’d also like to take this opportunity to invite everybody to the Ice Arena on Thursday, October 30, for our 

annual Halloween skate.  Admission is free with a costume and it’s a dollar fifty skate rental.   

 Hope to be able to see you at these events.  Thank you. 

 

Mayor Oyaski – As I mentioned at the last meeting, I do want to remind interested Euclid residents Halloween 

will be celebrated a week from Friday that’s October 31st, Friday the 31st from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.  So please have 

some nice candy ready for the trick-or-treaters and please keep an eye out for our local children.  The Fire 

Department will also be working in the neighborhoods that night as they have done the last couple of years 

circulating throughout the neighborhood.   

 There’s a very special event coming up in the City and I don’t mean Election Day.  This Friday, this 

Friday the Euclid Panthers are playing the #1 ranked Mentor Cardinal at Euclid High School.  And Euclid 

High Panthers, I believe, are going to defeat the #1 ranked Mentor Cardinals this Friday.  Course I predicted 

that the Panthers would beat Villa Angela-St. Joe’s.  But if all of us can get out there and support the Panthers, 

they’re playing one of the biggest games they have in many years for the playoffs.  And I’ve been fortunate to 

go to a number of games to see Coach Rezzolla and Bellanore Rogers #1 and #3 Mr. Jozey and #5 Mr. Hagler.  

They are a very hard working competitive team and I hope all of us can route on the Panthers for their biggest 

game of the year this Friday at Sparky DiBiasio Stadium. 

 The Mayor presented checks to the representatives of Police Athletic League, Rosemary Center and 

Euclid Hunger Center from the proceeds from the Mayor’s Charities Golf Outing. 
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 Roy Larick and Craig Semsel presented the book they wrote on Euclid’s history entitled, Euclid 

Township 1796-1801, to Mayor Oyaski. 

 

Mayor Oyaski – I do have sad news.  I met a lady in November of 1997, Forest Scott, who on her 100th 

birthday.  Scottie has just gone on to her reward just shy of her 106th birthday.  And I’m going to excuse 

myself to run over to Jakubs on 185th to pay my respect.  I believe this is the, if not the last one of the very last 

Euclid residents born in the 19th century.  And we do want to keep Forest Scott and our good friend, Burt 

Nicholson, I told you Burt is feeling a little under the weather.  He knows we’ve started the Senior Center.  

He’s very proud of what we’ve accomplished so far and Burt is in our thoughts and prayers as well.  So thank 

you very much, Mr. Chairman. 

 

REPORTS & COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Councilwoman Miller moved to receive and approve the Fire Report of September 2003; Executive & Finance 

Committee Minutes of September 29, 2003 and Board of Control of September 29, 2003; seconded by 

Councilman McTighe.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

President Gudenas – We do have a few changes to the agenda.  The first two items will be pulled.  Item #5 

regarding the Golf Course because those bid numbers are not in yet.  I believe they’ll be at the next Council 

meeting or thereabouts or the one after that perhaps, actually, the one after that.  And then #6 is also being 

pulled because that information also is not available yet.  So 5 and 6 will not be discussed today.  We are 

adding two additional items, #569-03 regarding changes in the Building and Housing Code, minimum square 

footage for new construction dwelling units.  And item 562a-03, which goes back to the gambling rules that 

were discussed earlier that the Police Department would like us to proceed on promptly.  So those two items 

will be added and people can talk about those items also.   

 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail moved to go into the Committee of the Whole for Legislative Matters Only.  

Councilman Gruber seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Mr. Tod Guntner –390 E. 257.  I am asking for your support of item #7, the reinstatement of the grant of $250 

for up to $10,000 for our neighborhood associations.  I do not feel this is an expense but an investment into the 

citizens of Euclid, Ohio.  And we would greatly appreciate your vote.  I would like to thank Kristal Skovira 

for getting the word out to the neighborhood associations and to Dr. Lisy, who after my questions did some 

research, found this could go through a TIF fund.  So please support item #7.  Thank you very much. 

 

Mrs. Penny Riha – 1515 E. 195 St.  I would like to support Item 7.  I think the neighborhood associations are 

very important, the backbone of our community.  They promote communication.  They promote 

neighborliness.  They give people a chance to have a vested interest in the community and I think it’s real 

important for the City to support them.  Thank you. 

 

Mr. Jack Hagenbaugh – 20200 Hillcrest Dr.  I’m here representing the Euclid Villas Homeowners 

Association.  We urge passage of Item 7 on the agenda.  The associations do a service in promoting and 

maintaining a sense of community in the neighborhoods of Euclid.  These associations need and deserve the 

support of Council.  Thank you. 

 

Ms. Marilyn Mayka – 775 E. 256.  Current Co-President of the Elinore Park Neighborhood Association, I’d 

also like to speak out in support of Item #7.  From past experience I know personally how vital these 

neighborhood associations are to our community, especially in these times of people coming and going.  We 

bring the people together in our neighborhoods and in the community.  And I’d like to thank the Council 

persons for sponsoring this ordinance. 

 

Ms. Perlita Taylor – 1495 E. 193.  And I am here to represent Heritage Park Homeowners Association.  And 

my concern is about Item #7 calling it 568-03.  And I do thank each Councilman that is sponsoring this $250.  

I think this is an asset to the community.  It is very good to have communication within each homeowners 

association.  To get the word out to the people and let them know what is going on in Euclid.  So please 

continue with the $250 donation to the homeowners associations.  Thank you. 

 

Mr. Greg Miller – 564 Babbitt Rd.  I also wanted to speak to #7.  I want to not only speak in favor of it, but I 

also wanted to thank and honor Councilman Lisy for acting so promptly on it.  At the Lakeland Civic 

Association meeting when Tod raised his question, I had occasion to speak to it.  I recommended 

consideration of the funding of this from the Clay Matthews Pontiac TIF Fund.  That engendered some 

discussion after the meeting between Fred and myself.  And it’s not only a good thing to see this on the agenda 

so quickly, but it is wonderful in my personal experience to see action taken within a two-week period of time 

to restore funding for neighborhood associations.  It speaks very, very highly of the priorities of this Council.  
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So I’d like to speak in favor of it and I’d just like to honor Councilman Lisy for acting so quickly on it.  Thank 

you. 

 

Ms. Kandy Jones – 27040 Tungsten.  I am just in support of the neighborhood association contribution.  And 

as a past recipient of this contribution, I can tell you that even though some people think that it’s a small 

amount, even if you may think it’s a small amount, you don’t realize what this does for the perception of the 

residents seeing that the City is donating something to their association for them to do what they feel that 

needs to be done in their neighborhoods.  So I agree with everyone else that has come up here and spoke in 

favor of the neighborhood associations contributions.  Thank you. 

 

Mr. Jim Pajk –120 E. 206.  I called, or I originally was going to speak on Item #7 here.  I didn’t want to rain 

on anybody’s parade; but if we have some creative financing that can bring this back, I’m in full support of it.  

I didn’t want to see it coming out of our City budget because once we sign to a budget we have to stick by it.  

And everybody’s got to tighten their belts so to speak.  It’s been a great thing ever since Pat Gallagher 

introduced this legislation three years ago.  It actually reinvigorated our association and that’s what you want.  

It’s not easy collecting dues nowadays.  You go door to door and they look at you like you want to take their 

first born instead of $25.  But again, if this is done through TIF financing, I support it wholly. 

 

President Gudenas – It was Councilwoman Miller that introduced it originally. 

 

Mr. Pajk – What? 

 

President Gudenas – It was Councilwoman Miller who introduced it originally a couple years ago.   It was the 

first thing this new Council passed December of 01. 

 

Mr. Pajk – I’ll take your word for that. 

 

Councilwoman Miller moved to rise and report; seconded by Councilman McTighe.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

  Ord. 202-2003 (564-03) Natural Gas Aggregation Program 
An ordinance authorizing all actions necessary to continue the City’s governmental Natural Gas Aggregation 

Program with Opt-out provisions pursuant to Section 4929.26, Ohio Revised Code, authorizing the Mayor of 

the City of Euclid to enter into an agreement with Buckeye Energy Brokers, Inc. for consulting services, and 

authorizing the mayor to enter into a Supply Agreement(s) with a certified supplier(s) to continue a Natural 

Gas Aggregation Program beyond March 31, 2004, when the current supply agreement ends.  (Sponsored by 

Mayor Oyaski) 

 

Councilman Lisy moved for passage; seconded by Councilman Langman.   

 

President Gudenas – This is a continuation of what we have in place today and it seems to be working. 

 

Acting Director Vento de Crespo – Yes, Mr. Chairman, we’re in the middle of a four-year type of plan.  We 

started power supply agreement with Shell Energy two years ago.  We’re just about in the mid-point.  This 

ordinance would allow us to go out and shop for a new supplier for the final two years of the program.  And it 

would also allow us to sign a consulting agreement with Buckeye Energy Brokers.   

 We are required to show the PUCO that we have experience in energy aggregation.  And since the 

Administration, we’re not, you know, energy suppliers.  We’re not in the business.  We rely on our consultant 

for that experience to demonstrate to the PUCO.  

 The consulting agreement with Buckeye should be attached.  It’s not to exceed $8,900.  Normally what 

we do when we go out to shop for the supplier for the program, we ask in the RFP that the supplier pick up 

that cost.  And so that administrative fee, normally we pay it out, and then we’re reimbursed by whoever we 

select as a supplier.  There’s also a little surcharge per mcf on there for Buckeye to actually stay with us as we 

proceed through the contract and proceed through the program.  We rely on them to resolve customer disputes 

and also act as our liaison with the supplier, the energy supplier.   

 So we’re asking, actually, for you to, for your authorization for two contracts and that would be the 

consultant agreement, which would ultimately be paid by the energy supplier.  And we’re also asking for the 

authority to go out and select a supplier and sign a contract with them for the next two years. 

 

President Gudenas – So this would be for the natural gas for residential customers as of April of next year.  

We’re all set through this winter season. 

 

Acting Director Vento de Crespo – Yes, we are. 

 

President Gudenas – This would be to continue it, continuing it for another two years. 
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Councilman McTighe – This is still opt-out, right? 

 

Acting Director Vento de Crespo – Yes, it is. 

 

President Gudenas – Any other questions? 

 

Councilman Sustarsic – Miss Vento, I believe, also, wasn’t there a recent e-mail indicating that, I believe, 

there are 30,000 residents in the City of Euclid that participate in this program? 

 

Acting Director Vento de Crespo – There are 27,000 accounts. 

 

Councilman Sustarsic – Okay. 

 

Acting Director Vento de Crespo – It’s kind of split up.  I don’t have the actual numbers.  It’s maybe about 

half. 

 

Councilman Sustarsic moved to close debate; seconded by Councilman McTighe.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Councilman Delaney moved to suspend the rules; seconded by Councilman Gruber.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Delaney, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Langman, Lisy, McTighe, Miller, Sustarsic, Gudenas 

Passed. 

 

  Ord. 203-2003 (567-03) County Board of  Health Contract 
An ordinance authorizing the Mayor of the City of Euclid to enter into a contract with the County of 

Cuyahoga, District Board of Health, for various health services for the City of Euclid for the year 2004. 

 

Councilman Langman moved for passage; seconded by Councilwoman Miller. 

 

President Gudenas – This again is a continuation of what we need to have provided for the City of Euclid? 

 

Acting Director Vento de Crespo – Yes, this is a yearly contract that we have with the County.   

 

President Gudenas – And nothing is different from before.  Any other questions? 

 

Councilman Gruber moved to suspend the rules; seconded by Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Delaney, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Langman, Lisy, McTighe, Miller, Sustarsic, Gudenas 

Passed. 

 

  Ord. 204-2003 (563-03) Chemical Purchases 
An ordinance authorizing the Director of Public Service of the City of Euclid to enter into contracts after 

advertising for bids for the purchase and delivery of the City’s requirements of sodium bisulfite, sodium 

hypochlorite and aluminum sulfate for the Lake Shore Waste Water Treatment Plant; sodium chlorite/sodium 

nitrate solution for the Lakeland Sludge Handling Facility; and polymers (2) for the Lakeland Facility and the 

Lake Shore Plant for the years 2004 and 2005.  (Sponsored by Councilman Sustarsic by request of the Public 

Service Director) 

 

Councilman Sustarsic moved for passage; seconded by Councilman Lisy. 

 

President Gudenas – Director Gulich, we need this stuff, right? 

 

Director Gulich – Yes, we do.  Mr. Chairman, Members of Council, I know how Regina looks forward every 

two years to reading this.  This is her favorite piece of legislation.  This one does have one difference from the 

legislation you’ve seen in the past.  This year you see sodium bisulfite on there.  This is what we’re going to 

use in the future for dechlorination of our effluent.  Historically, we’ve used sodium dioxide.  Sodium bisulfite 

is a much more benign chemical.  It’d be easier to store.  It’ll be the way we’re going in the future and I give 

Mr. Gall credit for turning us around on use of this particular chemical.  Otherwise again, we’ll go out for 

advertising for bids for each of these chemicals and for a two-year period. 

 

President Gudenas – Very good.  Any questions? 

 

Councilwoman Miller moved to suspend the rules; seconded by Councilman Langman.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 
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Roll Call:  Yeas:  Delaney, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Langman, Lisy, McTighe, Miller, Sustarsic, Gudenas 

Passed. 

 

  Ord. 205-2003 (566-03) Motor Maint. Fuel Delivery System 
An emergency ordinance authorizing the Director of Public Service of the City of Euclid to enter into a 

contract with Nozzle New, Inc., 34412 Pettibone Road, Solon, Ohio, for the purchase, installation and training 

for a Fuel Delivery System for the Motor Maintenance Department, at a cost not to exceed Seventeen 

Thousand Eight Hundred Fifty Dollars ($17,850.00).  (Sponsored by Councilman Sustarsic by request of the 

Public Service Director) 

 

Councilman Delaney moved for passage; seconded by Councilman Lisy. 

 

Director Gulich – If this looks familiar, you already did pass this at our, as part of our 2003 Capital Budget.  

Since it does exceed $15,000, we brought it back in the form of a Council ordinance and this does keep us 

underneath the amount approved in the budget.  And again, this will allow us to operate 24/7 automatically 

with our fuel pumps and we will be in compliance with all necessary authorities.  And we will be able to 

expand the system and it is a portable system.  I give Mr. Zigman, our Motor Maintenance Superintendent, 

credit for shopping around and getting us the best product at the best price. 

 

President Gudenas – So when you say portable that means that for some reason in the future we would have to 

make some changes over there, this could be moved with those changes. 

 

Director Gulich – That is correct. 

 

President Gudenas – Okay and who monitors how fuel is actually used over there?  Is that your department? 

 

Director Gulich – Yes. 

 

President Gudenas – So it’s 24/7, it’ll beef up… 

 

Director Gulich – Once upon a time we actually people manning the fuel pumps 24 hours a day.  I don’t think 

we want go back to that.  Here we have a security system with a code and the authorized people can get into 

the use of the pumps and this enables our Safety Forces to use them at any time during the day or night. 

 

President Gudenas – Okay, very good.  I see no questions. 

 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail moved to suspend the rules; seconded by Councilman Sustarsic.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Delaney, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Langman, Lisy, McTighe, Miller, Sustarsic, Gudenas 

Passed. 

 

  Res. (557-03) Golf Course Clubhouse Final Budget 
A resolution approving the final budget for the Golf Course Clubhouse construction project and directing the 

administration to proceed with action and implementation.  (Sponsored by Council President Gudenas)  

(Tabled last Council Meeting) 

 

Pulled. 

 

  Ord. 548-03) Consultant for Vision 2020 Committee 
An ordinance authorizing the Mayor of the City of Euclid, or his designee, to enter into a professional services 

contract with a planning firm or organization, selected by the Vision 2020 Committee, for the purpose of 

providing consulting services associated with the preparation of a master long term vision plan for the City of 

Euclid by the Vision 2020 Committee, for an amount not to exceed $15,000.00.  (Sponsored by 

Councilpersons Holzheimer Gail and Lisy) (From Executive & Finance Committee) (Tabled last Council 

Meeting) 

 

Pulled 

 

  Ord. 206-2003 (568-03) Neighborhood Grants for 2003/2004 
An ordinance authorizing, empowering and directing the Mayor of the City of Euclid to renew the 

Neighborhood/Tenant/Condominium Association Grant for the year 2003/2004.  (Sponsored by the entire City 

Council) 
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Councilman Lisy moved for passage; seconded by Councilwoman Miller.   

 

President Gudenas – And Councilwoman Miller the original sponsor of the legislation. 

 

Councilwoman Miller – Well, I would like to discuss this a minute.  I would  like to amend it to be effective 

January 1st, 2004 instead of November. 

 

President Gudenas – Okay, there was some discussion from the Administration so that they would have time 

to set the specific guidelines and rules and the like. 

 

Councilwoman Miller – Right, and I think it would be important, too, I have checked the grant application 

form but I think a Committee should be formed and meet with Director Gliha to go over the  procedures.  

They need to be updated.  For example, after talking to a couple of council members, we feel that each 

association should turn in a financial report at the end of the year.  Also, to have at least a minimum of two 

general meetings per year.  This should be done at the end of the year in order to apply for the next grant.  

That’s my thoughts.  

 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail – The program actually goes back I believe to 1999 and I do believe it was 

Councilman Gallagher that originally initiated it.  That’s neither here nor there.  I want to thank the members 

of the neighborhood groups that came out tonight.  It is a very important program.  It is certainly one that I 

want to move forward on, but I agree with Councilwoman Miller and I had the chance to talk with her earlier 

and also Kristal Skovira who works with the Community Policing Dept.  and does a lot of the work with the 

neighborhood groups.  I think starting it January 1st, gives us some time to re-evaluate the application and get 

some guidelines in.  We do have close to 80 neighborhood groups, so the $10,000 that’s set, will not provide 

funding for all of those.  We need to make sure that we’re  getting the best bang for the buck.  There’s some 

items that we’ve talked about and I think Councilwoman Miller’s suggestion of having a small committee 

work on that is a good idea.  We can either get it back to Council through e-mail or bring it back to Council to 

adopt that application process.  The program itself certainly is one we’re all interested in moving forward on.  

It does provide a great deal of help to the neighborhoods. 

 

President Gudenas – The administration could probably apply and put that application process together 

without another vote of Council.  They’re certainly authorized to do so.  The only choice we have is to change 

it to January 1st because the administration will need time to put this all together.   

 

Councilwoman Miller moved to amend to have the grant year 2004.  Councilman McTighe seconded.  

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Delaney, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Langman, Lisy, McTighe, Miller, Sustarsic, Gudenas 

Amendment passes. 

 

Councilman McTighe – I would like to amend it to add the whole Council.  This is an important piece and the 

whole Council should be part of this legislation.   

 

Councilman Gruber – This is a good tool to help start and organize new homeowner’s associations.  I think 

some of the confusion we spoke about earlier, in 1999 it was first introduced by Councilman Gallagher it was 

on a two year cycle.  In 01 when it came up again, that’s where Mrs. Miller sponsored the legislation.  So there 

was a time frame on it. 

 

President Gudenas- Got it.  Everyone gets credit, Gallagher and Miller. 

 

Councilman Sustarsic – I think it is very, very important that we re-institute this.  Proud to have my name 

attached to it.  Continuing my efforts as Councilman to continue to fight for and defending the various 

neighborhood associations. 

 

President Gudenas – That’s the advantage of election season, we get to hear from all of the homeowner 

groups.  This was an important topic brought to our attention.  We do listen and we are amending it to add 

everyone’s name to it.   

 

Councilman McTighe moved to suspend the rules, Councilman Lisy seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Delaney, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Langman, Lisy, McTighe, Miller, Sustarsic, Gudenas 

Passed. 
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   Ord. 207-2003 (569-03) New Home Sizes 

An emergency ordinance amending Section 1749.01 of the Building & Housing Code of the Codified 

Ordinances of the City of Euclid to restrict the unit size in the building of new homes.  (Sponsored by 

Councilman Lisy by request of Building Commissioner Apanasewicz) 

 

Councilman Sustarsic moved for passage, Councilman Lisy seconded. 

 

Commissioner Apanasewicz – The goal of this legislation is to increase the amount of upscale housing in the 

City of Euclid.  Our tax abatement programs have been successful at increasing the amount of in-fill housing.  

But we’re seeing consistently that houses are being constructed at the code minimum which is currently 1,350.   

 The Vision 2020 in their initial findings identifies this as a futuristic problem.  Although we are getting 

new construction, it appears that we are “down-filling” which is the term Kurt Steigerwald used.  And then up-

filling them with upscale housing.  So this is meant as an attempt since our, although we are getting single-

family being constructed, this is to go one step further and perhaps mandate them to a minimum in order to get 

that benefit.  It is consistent with the initial findings of the Vision 2020 and the 1996 Master Plan.  And I’m 

sure a majority of the public, at least, to get upscale housing. 

 It will have no effect on attached single-family or condominiums.  Those fall under the Ohio Building 

Code so the square footage requirements would be different for those.  It also has no effect on E. 205 project 

or current planned at Harbor Town.  Mr. Hayes joins me in support of this legislation.  If he’s gotten 

comments, he’d like Council President allow him to speak.  And I offer this legislation for your consideration 

and discussion.  Amend it if you’d like and passage if you desire. 

 

President Gudenas – All right.  I do have one quick question.  We have some smaller approved lots already in 

the City of Euclid.  Would a 2,000 sq. ft. home fit on those lots that are 45’ wide or so? 

 

Commissioner Apanasewicz – Yes, we, John and I figured that you could get a lot within our Zoning Code to 

fit on a 40-foot wide lot, which is generally the smallest lot which you really could practically build on.  And 

of course, we do have obviously some odd-shaped lots that if you go down 192 we have some lots, a lot split 

which will probably come before the Council, next Council meeting, which needs some variances any ways.  

So there is an opportunity to examine on a case-by-case basis maybe some smaller lots that perhaps might be 

more difficult to put a 2,000 sq. ft. home on it. 

 

President Gudenas – Okay and Mr. Hayes has something to add? 

 

Commissioner Hayes – I have to echo most of the comments or all the comments that have been made by the 

Building Commissioner.  Just to add as he said if there are individual lots throughout the City that don’t meet 

the minimum requirements set by the standards of today, those can always be looked at by Planning & Zoning 

and, you know, if necessary, confirmed by Council.  Most of the time they’re not needed. 

 As Bob says, this doesn’t necessarily affect attached single-family houses or condominiums.  Doesn’t 

affect the developments that are already started or anything like that.  It’s basically geared towards one and 

two family houses throughout the City to try to get the higher end or upscale or move up type housing that 

everybody’s been talking about for a long period of time. 

 

President Gudenas – All right.  Any comments? 

 

Councilman Gruber – To either one of you, would this affect the Hillandale property that’s coming up on the 

agenda tomorrow at Planning & Zoning? 

 

Commissioner Hayes – As it is submitted, yes, it would affect the Hillandale project.  But the ordinance as it 

sits today would also affect the Hillandale project as it’s proposed.  So I don’t see any major difference in that 

because it would be affected either way. 

 

Councilman Gruber – Okay, thank you. 

 

President Gudenas – And that is an important goal.  We have seen a lot of new construction here and we do 

offer very good incentives for new construction right now.  And so as we just heard from the Administration 

doing further upgrades to new homes here will be a further benefit to all residents because, of course, in the 

long run those homes will pay more taxes for the benefit of the whole City. 

 

Councilman Lisy – I’d just like to commend  Mr. Apanasewicz and Mr. Hayes for acting upon this so quickly.  

It was in the Vision 2020 report and it was one of the better ideas, I thought, to help us get upscale housing in 

this, in our community.  As Councilman Langman pointed out a few meetings ago, we have a shortage of 

upscale housing in the order, the magnitude of around 700.  And so each little parcel that we can convert over 

to upscale housing can be filled with this bigger footprint will definitely benefit our community.  Thank you. 
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Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail – Mr. Apanasewicz, are there other communities that have similar guidelines 

that you’re aware of? 

 

Commissioner Apanasewicz – Yes, but they’re not, but I don’t think they set this limit at this high a threshold.  

I know the City of Mentor has a 1100 sq. ft. minimum.  And I think ours was at 1100 sq. ft. when it was 

amended in 1990.  So I think in growth communities, they probably could support the minimum and still get 

the upscale portion simply because of the growth of the community.  But I think we’re kind of, we have  a 

different challenge than they do. 

 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail – Absolutely.  I appreciate your bringing this forward to us and I would also 

like to commend the Vision 2020.  I think this is one example of how their work can payoff for our entire 

community.  I support it. 

 

President Gudenas – Very good.  And we do, as what pointed out, we do only have a very few lots left in the 

City of Euclid so whatever is left over we should be extra careful.  Any other discussion? 

 

Councilman McTighe moved to close debate; seconded by Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

 

Councilman Sustarsic moved to suspend the rules; seconded by Councilman Langman.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Roll Call:   Yeas:  Delaney, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Langman, Lisy, McTighe, Miller, Sustarsic, Gudenas 

Passed. 

 

  Ord. 208-203 (562a-03) Amend Chapter 517 Subsection 517.02 
An emergency ordinance amending Chapter 517 of the General Offenses Code of the Codified Ordinances of 

the City of Euclid by the amendment of Subsection 517.02.  (Sponsored by Councilwoman Miller by request 

of Chief of Police Maine) (From Safety Committee with no recommendation.) 

 

Councilwoman Miller moved for passage; seconded by Councilman Lisy. 

 

Councilwoman Miller – This was in Safety Committee.  And after receiving the e-mail from Chief Maine 

explaining our concerns that we had and that’s why we put it into Safety Committee.  I polled the Safety 

Committee and they agreed to withdraw it from the Safety Committee and put it back on the Council floor.  So 

at this time I would like to turn it over to Captain Repicky to explain what our concerns were about the 

situation with the reverse raffles and such. 

 

President Gudenas – You can tell us all about our concerns. 

 

Captain Repicky – How long do I have?  One of the concerns with our existing ordinances we’ve had 

complaints from some of the Council people on gambling going after 1 a.m.  There is no ordinance limiting 

hours so this ordinance proposed ‘til 1 a.m.  They will be required to get a $50 permit through the Police 

Department so we know that these games or these Monte Carlos are functioning in our City.  We want to 

know who’s operating gambling and what hours they’re going to be operating in the City. 

 They’ll also be, yeah, they have to be a 501(c)3 organization and there’s only three places that these may 

be carried on, such as, a hall that belongs to a charitable organization, government agency or rather property of 

a Veterans or Fraternal organization. 

 

President Gudenas – And again, this apparently does not apply to things like reverse raffles at the Manor Party 

Center.  They can have up to 30 a year, I believe, 36.  So that would be different than your normal bingos that 

you’ll see at the churches.  Again, that would be something different. 

 

Captain Repicky – That’s regulated under the bingo ordinance by the State.  And they’re allowed 5 hours a 

night.  This allows you 10 hours a night, which I think is more than reasonable, and they can go up to 4 nights 

twice a year. 

 

President Gudenas – All right, so this again, that was our concern at that time was the, making sure that the 

churches can continue with their fundraisers and some of the other caterers hall can continue with their events. 

 

Captain Repicky – It won’t interfere.  It’ll just restrict the hours and they’ll have to submit up to a permit to 

our department. 

 

President Gudenas – All right.  Will they just have one permit per year? 
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Captain Repicky – No, one per event.  You can only have four per calendar year. 

 

President Gudenas – But again, that doesn’t apply to bingos. 

 

Captain Repicky – No. 

 

President Gudenas – Okay, and I see it, it appears that this was amended somewhat from the first one.  Can 

you tell us of any changes that took place? 

 

Captain Repicky – I think the only change was, our Law Director changed to security personnel versus Euclid 

Police only. 

 

Acting Director Vento de Crespo – If I may, I’d like to amend it further.  The Police Department had a 

concern about the way we define security personnel and so I pretty much spelled it out.  I have a copy for the 

Clerk.  I can read it into the record if you’d like or we can… 

 

President Gudenas – Sure. 

 

Acting Director Vento de Crespo – We’re going to, this is under Section E, it will read security personnel 

defined as any person who is, and it’s lengthy so bear with me.  Defined as any person who is either a sheriff 

deputy, sheriff marshal, deputy marshal, township constable or member of an organized police department of a 

municipal corporation or who has successfully completed a peace officers training course pursuant to Ohio 

Revised Code 109.71 to 109.79.  And this language is found in the Ohio Revised Code as well as in another 

part of the ordinance.  But we wanted to make it clear who security personnel, what it’s defined as. 

 

Councilwoman Miller moved to amend legislation as to what was just read; seconded by Councilman 

McTighe. 

 

President Gudenas – Any comments on the amendment? 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Delaney, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Langman, Lisy, McTighe, Miller, Sustarsic, Gudenas 

Amendment passed. 

 

President Gudenas – And are there any further comments on the legislation? 

 

Councilwoman Miller – I just want to ask for the record, now this pertains to the State of Ohio, Cuyahoga 

County, it pertains to every business… 

 

Captain Repicky – No, this ordinance is only for our City, Fay.  We can’t go into Willoughby or Eastlake and 

enforce if somebody’s going to 4 in the morning.  We can only do it in our City. 

 

Councilwoman Miller – But I thought you said there was a State law. 

 

Captain Repicky – There is.  The State law does not address hours.  That’s why we want address hours. 

 

Councilwoman Miller – Okay. 

 

President Gudenas – It addresses location, I believe, State law?  It says you can only have those events at 

certain locations. 

 

Captain Repicky – Yes. 

 

Councilwoman Miller – Okay. 

 

President Gudenas – We’re just restricting the hours, but the location’s only covered by State law. 

 

Captain Repicky – Right. 

 

President Gudenas – So that was our big concern is we thought perhaps we were doing some different than 

before, but we’re not. 

 

Councilwoman Miller moved to close debate; seconded by Councilman Delaney.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 
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Councilman Lisy moved to suspend the rules; seconded by Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Delaney, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Langman, Lisy, McTighe, Miller, Sustarsic, Gudenas 

Passed as amended. 

 

President Gudenas – You can tell it’s election time the agenda gets a little less and less.  So we’re done with 

that and we have time to talk about anything for the general welfare of the City of Euclid up to 5 minutes long. 

 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

Councilman Langman moved to go into the Committee of the Whole; seconded by Councilman Lisy.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

 

Mr. Harvey Mlachak – 23831 Lake Shore Blvd.  Mr. President, you invited me back last week to continue my 

squawk about the pigpen next to my house.  I’d like to start this off, perhaps I dropped the ball last week, I’d 

like to start this out with a little test.  Number 1, how many of you people here on the Council and in the 

Administration would like to live next to that pigpen?  Please raise your hand. 

  

President Gudenas – I live there now. 

 

Mr. Mlachak – You would like to live there?  I’ll have it moved. 

 Number 2, how many people would buy a house next to that pigpen?  Please raise your hand.  Let’s not 

be facetious, Mr. President.   

 

President Gudenas – You a lawyer? 

 

Mr. Mlachak – Therefore, effectively Mr. Price has reduced the value of my property to zero.  I got a lot of 

sympathy in talking to people, but I didn’t get any action.  The dump continues to exist with your blessing. 

 Last week when I talked to Mr. Apanasewicz all I got was due process.  Your due process, I was told, can 

take up to 5 months.  I’ve got to put up with this nuisance for 5 months?  In the meantime, I’m forced to put 

up with this nuisance because of your apathy and total unconcern to my property, which is a total nuisance. 

 Now I had the County out there on two occasions.  I got more, I got more action from the County than I 

did from my hometown.  The bottom line from the health inspector of the County is that until it comes down 

to a downright health hazard there’s not too much he can do about it.  So it looks like I’m stuck. 

 The other thing I’d like to, I’d like some honest answers, not political answers tonight.  Mr. Apanasewicz, 

Mr. Hayes and Mr. Tollerup, when you see some work going on without a permit in town, do, why don’t, isn’t 

it your duty to stop this work until the people comply and get a permit?  Now if Mr. Price got a permit, it 

would got a permit this situation wouldn’t have happened.  Now can’t you tell Mr. Price he’s got to come in 

and get a permit to keep this in existence?  I don’t, if he comes in, I believe you’re going to deny him a permit 

because he’s not in compliance with the City Code and the City Building Ordinances.   

 Just a little hypothetical question, this spring if I move in about a 5,000-gallon water tank, fill it full of 

minnows, put a refrigerator in there, sell live bait, how long would it take you gentlemen to shut me down, Mr. 

Apanasewicz, not very long, right?   

 

Commissioner Apanasewicz – We would cite you similar to what we’ve done with Mr. Price and, hopefully, 

we would come to an agreement that you would remove… 

 

Mr. Mlachak – I’m sorry, sir, I can’t hear you. 

 

Commissioner Apanasewicz – We would, I would contact you and, hopefully, we’d get you to remove the 

offending business.  I’m not sure exactly what business that is that you described, but we would ask you to 

refrain from it if it was in violation of Code. 

 

Mr. Mlachak – Okay and in the due process system that you get me and how long this takes to shut down.  We 

talked about a citation issued by Mr. Tollerup to a gentleman at 21610 Edgecliff.  The date of inspection was 

8/9/02, this notice shall be complied with and all violations corrected by 8/16/02.  You gave the gentleman 7 

days.  Why don’t you give Mr. Price the same length of time to comply with that? 

 

Commissioner Apanasewicz – Mr. Mlachak, I can answer that for you if you like?  I mean as I described to 

you that gentleman was given over a year to comply.  And I think it’s… 

 

Mr. Mlachak – You’re cutting into my time.  The other thing we have here where we wouldn’t have any 

problems and the City has used this before.  This I claim is a nuisance.  I have 26 pages here defining from the 

Ohio Juris Prudence 3rd Edition defining what a nuisance is.  This tells me that Mr. Price is a total nuisance if 



Council Minutes 

October 20, 2003 

Page 11 

you consider the individual rights of your taxpayers in this City.  You can file a nuisance complaint on him 

and this due process will be buried. 

 In the meantime, the only recourse I have and these people are smart enough to know that us old people 

that are living on Social Security and limited income we can’t afford to get him mad.  But I went to the 

Cuyahoga County Board of Health.  I’m not going to stop there, sir.  I don’t know how much help I’ll get, but 

I’m going to go to the County Prosecutor, the State Attorney General and perhaps if I can get any help from 

the Legal Aid Society.  I hope that I can continue to keep my wits about me and perhaps not take the law into 

my own hands.  Chief, clean out a cell for me, will ya? 

 

Mr. Tod Guntner – 398 E. 257.  First of all, I want to thank you all for voting yes on Item #7 and thank you for 

all of you putting your names on the sponsorship.   

 Second of all, I do want to update the Clam Bark.  We made exactly $2,083.27.  I would like to thank 

everyone who participated, whether you were a guest, a paying customer, the Manor, the band, people that 

sold tickets, the volunteers.  Everybody that had anything to do with that Clam Bark thank you very much. 

 I’d also like to thank Councilman Gruber who donated a door prize that he won at that Clam Bark back to 

the Animal Shelter and that is a $60 gift certificate to the Animal Shelter itself.  So thank you very much, you 

have a great evening. 

 

Mr. Jim Pajk – 120 E. 206 St.  I’d also like to echo the sentiments and thank you for passing legislation 

regarding the grants.  And in tune with that, at our association I’ve had several questions about the property on 

E. 205, whether or not it has actually transferred ownership yet or does the City still own it? 

 

President Gudenas – I believe the City still owns it pending the final lot split legislation, which will be at our 

next Council meeting. 

 

Acting Director Vento de Crespo – We expect to close on November 4th. 

 

President Gudenas – Election Day. 

 

Mr. Pajk – Is this property tax-exempt status or is it one of the ones? 

 

Acting Director Vento de Crespo – Not at the moment it’s not.  There are two ways you can be tax-exempt if 

you’re  a city-owned property.  And one way is to be held for a public purpose and the other way is for the 

property to be put into a land bank.  Under the Ohio Revised Code properties that are eligible to be put in a 

land bank or non-productive land, which you know, which you obtain by way of judgment or foreclosure or an 

action like that.  And they’re normally properties with a lot of tax delinquencies on them.  The Edgecliff 

property and other properties that the City has purchased and demolished structures on them, they do not 

qualify under that land bank statute.   

 Now we have asked the County Prosecutor for special consideration of certain properties, although 

Edgecliff is not one of them because we do intend to turn the property around so quickly. 

 

Mr. Pajk – Thank you.  So currently we’re paying interest and tax on that property? 

 

Acting Director Vento de Crespo – Pardon me? 

 

Mr. Pajk – We’re paying taxes and interest on that property? 

 

Acting Director Vento de Crespo – Taxes and interest?  Taxes.  I don’t know about any penalty. 

 

Mr. Pajk – Interest on the original loan to purchase the property. 

 

President Gudenas – Yes, we are. 

 

Mr. Pajk – Thank you.  People always say I scratch my head when I get up here.  I don’t know why.  Secondly 

or another topic is I guess a public service announcement.  Recently, we had a small stove fire in our house 

and I know it’s coming up on the time change and they ask you to change the batteries in your smoke 

detectors at this time.  But I encourage people to go a step further and look at the, how old your smoke 

detector is.  We had the small fire and fortunately no one got hurt and there was minimal damage.  But there’s 

quite a bit of smoke damage and, unfortunately, our smoke detector never did go off so I’d encourage 

everybody to take a look at it and see how long it’s been installed.  I think it’s about, well, I paid $12 for the 

top of the line one, for $10 or less you can ensure your protection.   

 And lastly, I want to give congratulations to Jimmy, Luke and Greg Pajk, my three  boys, today we took 

their training wheels off and they’re riding down the street without them.  Thank you. 
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Mr. Tom Cooke – 23100 Chardon Rd.  Just a note of thanks regarding Item #8, Ordinance (569-03), nice 

move Mr. Hayes and Mr. Apanasewicz.  This is definitely going to help ensure the greater development for 

the Euclid community in the future.  It’s only natural to expect something in return from the homeowner when 

the City is giving rebates or tax benefits.  So it’s, you know, one hand washes the other hand, pretty much 

works in that way, just a nice move, just a nice move. 

 Also regarding the Golf Clubhouse, when you guys do receive the bids on that, just take a close, hard 

look at it.  Remember that you already do have $300,000 already invested in the development of this project 

and make sure that it does fulfill all the needs and requirements of the golfing community and the City of 

Euclid itself.  It may come in more than you expect, but you have to look at the long term.  I’m not saying it 

will.  I really don’t know, but based on the last Council meeting everybody was or some people were making 

me a little bit nervous on focusing on the immediate dollars and what this venture is going to cost as opposed 

to what the long term benefit of it will be.  Thank you. 

 

President Gudenas – And much of the interior demolition has been completed and I’m sure the Rec. 

Department might want to let some of the Council people in when it’s safe to take a look.  It’s quite 

impressive how the building looks right now.   

 

Mr. Bud Hilf – 891 E. 237 St.  It’s that time of year again.  I’m here to announce Upstage Players Halloween 

Spaghetti Dinner, Friday, October 24th from 6-9 p.m.  This year we’re holding it at a new location at the 

American Legion Hall.  We’ll have entertainment at 7.  Prizes for both adult and children costumes and a 

Chinese Auction.  It’s at 20750 Arbor Avenue behind Roosevelt School.  Call 216-261-0868 for more details.  

Thank you. 

 

Mr. Ray Novince – 217 Wells Court.  I just want to take this opportunity to basically indicate how happy I am 

with the current Council and the current Administration.  I thought I would, this is kind of unusual for me.  I 

don’t usually like to speak in public, but I felt that it was important to basically kind of reiterate my views that 

I think Council and the administration of Council with Mr. Gudenas as President of Council has made a lot of 

progress.   

 It was very disappointing to me recently when I saw some of the endorsements that came out in effect for 

Bill Cervenik.  Primarily because of the fact, I believe, that one of the reasons that the City is in the position it 

is in now is because of lack of money and lack of judgment and foresight during the previous Council 

administration.  I think this Council is doing what it can and I guess I would urge people to, in effect, take a 

look at what’s been done and what was done in the past.  Primarily projects off Euclid Avenue where a lot of 

funds were invested for very little return.  I’d also look at projects like the project on 205 where, in effect, the 

Council President at that time was Mr. Cervenik.  Very bad judgment in connection with both the 

Administration and Council with respect to the asbestos issues, what was paid for that project, nonetheless, 

this particular Council has gone forward, maximized the return in connection with that.  And again, I would 

just like to urge the citizens of Euclid to, in effect, take a look at what’s been done in connection with this 

Council.  And, hopefully, they’ll come to the same conclusion that I have, which is to in effect, make sure that 

this particular Council and the people that were elected last time are given a mandate to continue working for 

the citizens of Euclid.  Thanks. 

 

Mr. Greg Miller – 564 Babbitt Rd.  I just want to say with regard to the Aggregation Program, I think that’s a 

great example of how the government has really intervened in a positive way for the residents of this City.  I 

think as Phyllis was saying before her guesstimate is half of the households in the City are benefiting from that 

and that’s a very, very real benefit, it’s been translated by this Council and the Administration in a relatively 

short period of time. 

 I guess I wanted to ask a question or make a suggestion as well along those lines.  The question would be 

this, whether we could possibly take that same principle of aggregation and apply it to perhaps other areas 

beyond natural gas and electricity to address some additional concerns of residents whether it be residents who 

have aluminum siding homes that need to be repainted.  Negotiating aggregate contracts as it were for a 

certain number of residents to buy into or to opt-into to have their homes painted in a given year or aggregate 

principles applied to those who want to have lawn care treatment or their grass mowed.  Basic services for 

many of the elderly that they may not be able to afford at full scale but may appreciate being provided at a 

discounted rate, negotiated by the City with its economies of scale.  The point being that, I think, we’ve really 

seen a success story here.  And Council and the Administration is to be affirmed for that.  Perhaps we might 

take that same concept and expand upon it.  Thank you. 

 

President Gudenas – Great idea, I’m sure the next Mayor will be right on top of it.  And in fact we are doing 

some of those things.  Obviously, the snowplowing we have that for 600 residents so we negotiate a rate for 

everybody.  And we’ve done it in the past for trees and the like.  The Rec. Department negotiates the 

wholesale price so residents can buy the trees directly from the wholesale people.  But your ideas are to 

expand it further and those are very good. 
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Mrs. Penny Riha – 1515 E. 195.  I’m here on behalf of Euclid Historical Society.  We are holding a fundraiser 

in connection with Shore Cultural Centre on November 3rd at 7:30.  It’s called Homefront, a Tribute to Rosie 

the Riveter.  The tickets are only $5.  It’s an outstanding one-act play by a national, nationally known actress 

by the name of Karen Vuranch and we’re very lucky to have her.  I hope that everybody will take time from 

their busy campaigning.  And if anybody would like, I have tickets available tonight at $5.  Thank you. 

 

President Gudenas – Is that Monday the 3rd? 

 

Mrs. Riha –Yes. 

 

President Gudenas – I think we’ll be busy here.  What time is it again? 

 

Mrs. Riha – It’s at 7:30. 

 

President Gudenas – Maybe our meeting will be over by then. 

 

Mrs. Riha – Well any, we’ve announced to our membership anybody that wants to donate the $5 we’ll see that 

high school kids get the tickets so that so that they can have the advantage of seeing this play.  So thank you. 

 

President Gudenas – Very good. 

 

Mr. Vince Riha – 1515 E. 195 St.  I think your legislation about the size of the house was quite adequate and 

quite good.  But I sit here and I watch Mr. Mlachak basically get cold-shouldered for a situation he’s been 

living in.  You’re taking a resident and allowing him to get to a frustration level to say things he shouldn’t 

have said in public.  And there was no need for it.  If. Mr. Mlachak’s house was a vacant lot, would you get a 

2,000-foot upscale home built there?  There’s a lot of residents like that.  I’ve got personal stories myself.  

That nothing is done because of the wrong situation.  Mr. Cooke has said one hand washes the other.  But 

what about the people that are in the back getting their throats strangled by the other hand it isn’t washing.  I 

think those have to be looked at also.  Thank you. 

 

Mr. Joe Udovic – 21371 Naumann.  First thing I would like to talk about, there was an article in the Plain 

Dealer about our disc golf course.  I would like to thank Councilman Pat Delaney, everyone on Council that 

was involved with this and the Recreation Department.  It’s articles like this that are bringing people into the 

City of Euclid and seeing what Euclid’s about.  This was a very positive step that we made and this is very 

news worthy and very worthwhile.  I was yesterday at Sims Park and I noticed several people playing disc golf 

last night.   I just wanted to let everyone know that it’s articles like this that makes Euclid shine.   

 My next comments also revolve around the K & D groundbreaking and as well as the groundbreaking at 

the new Senior Center.  I attended the one at K & D and, unfortunately, I missed the one at the Senior Center.  

Like once again, it’s positive stories like this that are getting out there that are bringing Euclid into a beautiful, 

wonderful light.  We need of these efforts from this Council and this, our Directors.  Let’s make Euclid shine 

because this is what’s going to make Euclid wonderful. 

 My next question, Mr. Sustarsic, on September 15th you and a resident from Ward 3 had a dialogue back 

and forth about some questions.  And the question I have regarding on that was what are your ideas and 

proposals have you been working on to develop either the PMX site or the former incinerator plant?   I’ve not 

heard nothing for a while and I’ve very curious to know what is your vision for that plant.  And one more 

thing for Mr. Sustarsic, I talked to some concerned neighbors in Ward 3 that live around Living Waters 

Church.  They’re very concerned because rumors are being spread around that Pastor Rev. Owens has plans to 

convert some of the parcels of land into a homeless shelter in that area.  Maybe Mr. Hayes or you, Mr. 

Sustarsic, can address this for the record.  Is this proposal idea or plan something that’s currently on the 

horizon or on the back burner until this upcoming November 4th election?  Thank you.  Have a good evening. 

 

President Gudenas – Any answers to any of these now? 

 

Commissioner Hayes – As far as the Living Waters Church, that proposal seems to keep popping up time after 

time.  But as far as I know Rev. Owens has never intended to do that.  Still does not intend to do that and has 

not intended to do that. 

 

President Gudenas – Okay, very good. 

 

Councilman Sustarsic – In keeping with that it is an election year and I would imagine comments would be 

keeping coming up like that.  Relative to the PMX property and the Euclid Square Mall and everything else 

like that, if Mr. Udovic remembers I had gotten in touch.  I mentioned I’d gotten in touch with Aurora Farms 

with the parent company in New Jersey.  They claim that the northern Ohio area was saturated already with 

that type of retail.  And he might also remember, if he jogs his mind, that I did get in touch when there was a 
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particular, I can’t be sure.  It might have been Nissan or something, I think, it was Hundai as a matter of fact.   

They were looking for a particular area to build an assembly plant.  I got in touch with them.  I got in touch 

with Columbus and it just so happened  that particular parcel wouldn’t have fit their needs.  So I have been 

involved with it.  Relative to the, again, to Rev. Owens and his development plans, again, I thought was 

answered.  What in front of P&Z and everything else like that, I don’t know how many more times it can 

adequately be expressed.  Thank you. 

 

President Gudenas – Okay. 

 

Mr. Jack Hagenbaugh – 20200 Hillcrest Dr.  First of all, I’d like to commend you all for passing Item #7 on 

the agenda, the homeowners associations certainly needed your support. 

 Also I’d like to remind everyone about the Ward 4 Candidates Night tomorrow evening at 7 p.m. at 

Central Middle School.  Thank you. 

 

President Gudenas – Thank you. 

 

Mrs. Sally Hufnagle – 615 Birch Dr.  I’ll take my 5 minutes to give my political plug.  Might I remind the 

citizens of Euclid that under Mr. Gudenas’s watch we have a closed down fire station.  We have manning of 

16 men per day on the fire station.  This has taken our response time from 3-4 minutes to up to 10 minutes.  

And I think that Mr. Pajk would agree that had his house fire gone any, gotten any seriouser that 10 minutes 

would have been too long to wait for the fire truck.   Also, if you talk to the firemen, they’ll tell you that they 

have fire equipment that is in the Maintenance garage and the Maintenance workers working on it have told 

them, wow, you guys are actually driving this around.  Those are comments and facts that I got straight from 

the firemen.   

 I’ll also remind the citizens that the National average for police protection is 22-25 officers per 10,000 

residents.  Euclid has 18.6 officers were 10,000 residents.  Under Mr. Gudenas’s watch we laid off crossing 

guards.  It was Mayor Oyaski who was instrumental in getting donations to bring those crossing guards back. 

 Also under Mr. Gudenas’s watch, we had a death in the City that we’ve not settled yet.  And we run the 

risk of losing millions of dollars on it.   

 Under Mr. Cervenik’s watch we had Home Depot, Rick Case, numerous other jobs.  That’s my plug.  

Thank you. 

 

President Gudenas – I have to give credit to the Superintendent Joff Jones and the School Board working with 

us here in City Council for saving the crossing guards.  It was not done through donations. 

 

Mr. Ron Emser – 26501 Farringdon Ave.  I’m not here to address Council or the Administration.  Tonight I 

want to talk to the residents of Euclid.  We have some big decisions about our City government in a few 

weeks.  I hope everyone keeps their emotions out of the decision making process and really looks at the 

qualifications of the candidates.  Our next Mayor and City Council will have to make some big decisions 

about the direction of Euclid.  These decisions will need to be made quickly.  We don’t have time to spend 

bringing people up to speed in the decision making process.  We have qualified people running for Council in 

Euclid.  We have a Ph.D. who runs his own successful company running for Council President.  We have 

several people running for Council slots, who have Masters degrees.  These people are used to make tough 

decisions in the business world every day.  They’re willing to give us their time, their experience and help turn 

this City around.  It’ll cost us a mere $9,000 per year for their experience and this is a real bargain, folks.  

These people believe in our City and want it to succeed.  I say we give them a chance.  Let’s vote for the 

qualified candidates.  Thank you. 

 

Ms. Regina Hauck – 116 E. 197 St.  And no I’m not going to get political tonight.  I’m actually up here to 

thank a few people.  At the last Council meeting I stood up here and talked about the problem with the Central 

Collection Agency.  And I asked someone from the Administration to please contact them and let them know 

that we didn’t think the problem that they had where putting Social Security numbers in the address envelope 

window was good for the City.  And I’m happy to say that within 36 hours Director Balazs contacted me to 

say that he did contact the Agency and that they will take care of this problem and make sure it doesn’t’ 

happen again.  So I want to thank Director Balazs for his quick response. 

 The next group of people I would like to thank is the Vision 2020 Committee.  Last week they held a 

panel discussion to discuss zoning, land use and economic development.  The panel was comprised of CEO’s 

and presidents of development companies.  The meeting was not open to the public, but the Vision 2020 

Committee invited all Council members and candidates to attend.   I wish more people had attended.  

Unfortunately, there was just a handful of the candidates that were able to come.  But of all the City meetings I 

have attended, this was the most informative.  To be able to listen to the ideas of these businessmen was a 

great opportunity.  They were able to share with us how to attract developers into our City and what we can do 

to promote development.  These are the issues that are really facing Euclid right now.  And I know the Vision 

2020 Committee worked very hard to make this meeting happen.  And I want to thank them for their efforts 
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and to bring this to the attention of all the candidates.  And all of us that attended really gained some great 

insights.  So thank you. 

 

President Gudenas – Thank you.  It was a wonderful conference.  There were some great experts there so they 

do deserve a lot of credit and gratitude on our behalf. 

 

Ms. Perlita Taylor – 1495 E. 193rd St.  I did not intend to say anything tonight, but listen to some of the 

comments how people, citizens are criticizing each other, this is our City.  And I feel everyone come 

November the 4th, come out and vote.  Not only if you live in Ward 4, come out and hear the candidates for 

yourself.  We will be having a candidate night November the 21st, which is tomorrow night, and it’ll be at 7 

o’clock.  Stop this… read your literature.  Make your own decision.  You have a choice and let’s do what is 

right for Euclid.  Euclid need a change.  It need a big change.  It need help.  The City of Euclid is going down 

each day.  I’ve been in this City 25 years and I never thought I would see Euclid in the situation it’s in now.  

So I’m asking all citizen please vote on November the 4th.  Read the literature you have received from all the 

candidates.  Make a choice yourself.  Don’t let anyone encourage you.  You make your own choice.  Go out 

and vote on November the 4th.  Thank you. 

 

President Gudenas – The Candidates Night is at Forest Park, I believe… 

 

Councilman Gruber – Central. 

 

Ms. Taylor – No, it’s at Central. 

 

President Gudenas – Tomorrow at 7 o’clock. 

 

Councilman McTighe moved to rise and report; seconded by Councilman Lisy.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

COUNCILMEN’S COMMENTS 

President Gudenas – Couple things, one is probably most of the political comments at the end of the meeting 

are probably out of order.  I did let them go because the first one was sort of good for me.  I let the one go then 

the other ones have to go.  But I’m bringing that up now because the next meeting is the night before the 

election and we will enforce our rules for the next Council meeting to stick to the topic.  We can’t be here all 

night long hearing political speeches for or against certain candidates.  So please be advised at the next 

Council meeting political comments will have to be cut off.  Any statements of course regarding the agenda or 

general benefit of the City of Euclid are more than welcome.   And of course, the get out to vote speeches are 

always acceptable.  So that’s #1. 

 Number 2, we do have one other event a week from today, the 27th of October at 4 p.m. I believe at the 

Henn Mansion where the Coral Group will be unveiling their final, final, final plans for E. 205 and Edgecliff 

and their final prices and their final construction plans and the like.  I believe it’ll be a bit of a press conference 

open to the public at the Henn Mansion Monday the 27th at 4 p.m., I believe.   

 And also I would like the Police Department and Chief Maine, who helped put together a good bit of 

experience for me.  A week ago Friday I was given the opportunity to ride with Patrolman Bruening on the 

second shift for about 5 hours.  And met many of the well qualified, well trained patrol officers under the 

director of Lt. Doyle.  And I can say, as we all know, but I can say again that the Police Officers do have our 

City under control.  They do what’s going on.  They do know how to take care of things.  Clearly they do need 

some additional help.  The car I was in at close to 100,000 miles; the computer wasn’t working.  So the next 

Council and Administration is going to have to look at the equipment that the patrol officers have.  There will 

be more investment needed, of course.  We have been making investments, but we do have to make sure the 

equipment is well used.  And I can give one example of why. 

 Patrolman Bruening, I think as far as I’m concerned, had the first unassisted triple play and I say that 

because he had covered one of everything that night and to top it all off he said now we’ll go to the South 

Marginal.  We were up on a little hill in a parking lot overlooking the freeway and he said now we’re going to 

see who’s causing some trouble on the freeway.  He didn’t have radar detector, but within a couple minutes, 

he spotted someone going what looked like to be about 90 miles an hour and he immediately got on the 

freeway.  Turned out to be two motorcycles in one lane racing a Viper in the other lane going probably close 

towards a hundred miles an hour going toward a construction zone.  And they were going so fast they didn’t 

even recognize the police car right behind them until he turned on the lights, siren, the whole works.  The 

Viper sped away.  When that happened the two motorcycle people pulled over to the right and did stop, 

fortunately, for their safety they probably learned a lesson.  In fact they said that earlier this summer one of 

their friends was killed on the freeway doing the exact same thing.  So probably Patrolman Bruening maybe 

finally got to their senses as they can’t continue.  At the same time while he had these two speeders, that’s the 

double play. 

 The triple play came in he radioed in on his communication system, which is so important, that there was 

a Viper with certain license plates which I won’t give but it was very easy to remember.  That was continuing 
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onto Lake County.  Willoughby Hills, I believe, monitored our radio.  They literally found that car.  Told him 

to turn himself into the Euclid Police Station or he’d face a lot of trouble.  He did turn himself in.  We came 

back and the guy denied it.  He brought me on and told him this guy watched you do it too.  So I guess he 

agreed that he did, in fact, do it so without a radar detector Officer Bruening did the triple play.  Three 

speeders, one stop, probably brought in a couple thousand dollars and hopefully saved the lives.  Very 

impressive night.  It was impressive and I know the Citizens Police Academy has that opportunity and I 

encourage all of our residents to take part of that.  So that’s what I have to say. 

 

Councilman Delaney – Did they give you an assist on that triple play? 

 

President Gudenas – Well, I was a witness.  But actually, we almost saw a terrible accident right before that.  

Where 260, kids completely totaled their car underneath the freeway by Fine Interiors, but fortunately both 

escaped without any serious injury.  But we do have to watch our safety here. 

 

Councilman Delaney – Yes, it’s very, very important work our Safety Forces do.  It seems kind of sheepish to 

followup with congratulations of the Police Athletic League’s Nite at the Races.  I didn’t gamble myself, but 

my wife won two races. 

 I’d like to just add that the Vision 2020 meeting with the economic development committee was 

excellent, outstanding.  And I believe it was televised for the rest of the community to see it.  And it is a once 

in a lifetime opportunity to get all these people that have moved so much in development in one room for one 

night.  So I give them a great deal of credit and I think the tape should be sent around the Cleveland State 

College of Urban Affairs because it was a very, very fine workshop, very good presentation that’s probably 

ever happened in the City. 

 

President Gudenas – It was unfortunate our regular TV crew wasn’t available so I’m not sure that the tape will 

be of our regular quality. 

 

Councilman Gruber – I’d also like to commend the Police Athletic League for doing the fine job that they did 

and also there were some donations for the school crossing guard the first time.  I believe the Civil Service 

Commissioners donated money.   

 

President Gudenas - Unfortunately, some of them never came through. 

 

Councilman Gruber – And also I can appreciate you spending 5 hours with the Police Department.  When I 

was first elected, I spent 8 with them and 8 hours with the Fire Department.  But if you really want to have 

fun, go on the garbage round.  I picked up garbage for 8 hours with the guys.  Now that’s where you want to 

be if you really want to know what’s going on. 

 Also, Harvey, Ed is looking to buy a house in Euclid, maybe you can give him a call after the meeting.  

Thank you. 

 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail – I also wanted to thank the PAL.  It was a fun night and I hope they raised 

some money for their very worthwhile programs.  Also, my compliments to the 2020 Committee and Kathy 

Vislosky and Kurt Steigerwald it was a wonderful presentation.  And I know they did tape it and I believe 

we’ll be getting it to probably Channel 21.  It’s definitely a tape worth watching for everybody.  It was very 

interesting. 

 Also thank you to Dorothy Fike and the rest of the Euclid League of Women Voters.  They put on a 

Candidates Night last week and was very nicely done.  Also thank you to the Meredith Street Association.  

They’re one of the new street associations formed and to Kristal Skovira and to Officer Brentar for helping to 

get that going.  It’s been a long time coming and will make a big difference on their street. 

A couple of meetings ago I had mentioned about the Schools and the grant they received from the 

Gates Foundation to do the new six small academies within the High School.  It has been in the Sun Journal, 

but wanted to let people know that if they’re interested in finding out more about that process or being part of 

the continued planning on it.  The Euclid Library is holding three forums to continue that planning and 

information exchange.  The first two will be at the Library this week.  One is Wednesday, October 22 at 10:30.  

The second is Thursday, October 23rd at 7 PM.  The third is at the High School in the E-Room on Friday, 

October 24th at 6 PM.  It is a great opportunity for the High School.  I look forward to their progress.   

 Just a final word about the schools and the upcoming issue to get political for a minute.  Issue #5 is 

something that we all need to support.  As a parent, as a community leader, as a resident, this is important for a 

number of different reasons and I urge all residents to look at the literature you are receiving and make a smart 

decision, one that will affect our community for a long time.  Thank you. 

 

Councilman Langman – I just want to remind the folks this Thursday is the Euclid Police Department’s DARE 

Celebrity Waiter Event at Perkins.  Last year I participated with that and got to make some milkshakes with 

Dr. Jones of the Euclid Public Schools.  It was fun, a lot of people showed up so I urge you all to come on out.  
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Holly Copter from WKNR, the Traffic Reporter will be there again.  It was a good time for all and certainly a 

worthwhile cause. 

 

Councilman Lisy – Again, we criticize certain departments for lack of productivity and we don’t praise them 

for their efforts.  One of those department is our Economic Development Department under Acting Director 

Bob Gliha.  I’ve been in several meetings with him lately and I want to commend him for his efforts in trying 

to find ways to attract businesses to our community.  He’s working on these new market tax credits which will 

be a great financial incentive to help the businesses move into the City.  It’s that gap that we’ve heard from the 

developers that when they invest in the property, they need a return on their investment.  There’s usually a gap 

before they can get that return.  Mr. Gliha has found a mechanism that we can actually use to implement it and 

through the Community Development Corporation and his efforts, they’re brining the right people into our 

community to get this done.   

 That’s the other thing I’d like to commend is the people from our building department that were in 

attendance at the developer’s meeting sponsored by the Vision 2020.  It is important for the Vision 2020 team 

to realize that their efforts are going to pay off.  I know they appreciated your attendance at those meetings.   

 Mr. Gliha, you had some statistics about how our city is doing.  I know you don’t have your cheat-

sheet in front of you, but could you give us a little summary of some of the activity that’s been going on?   

 

Acting Director Gliha – Yes I do not have my cheat-sheet in front of me, but we are currently working with 

several developers in relation to the KMart property.  We have a meeting hopefully this week that will bring a 

potential re-use to that property.  We are also working with the potential new owners of the Mall in trying to 

look at some special uses for that Mall.  I think we’re all in agreement that it will never be 100% retail again.  

But the Mall can be a benefit to the community through many other ways.  Century Corners, we also have a 

couple meetings this week with 2-3 potential developers that are interested in buying up some property and 

building new businesses here in the City of Euclid.  A potential of over 140 jobs and over $3 million in 

payroll.  There were several other things that I mentioned that happened during the year, Euclid Heat Treating, 

Sovereign Industries, PPG Industries.  There’s been a lot of positive things that have gone on behind the 

scenes.  I think similar to last Council Meeting, we passed a tax abatement for a small company, the Paquin 

Company.  As I stated that night, its those companies, the 15-20 employee companies that are really the back-

bone of the Euclid community.  They are the type of  companies that we need to nurture and help grow.  They 

will be supporting us for a long, long time.  That’s about my summary, Councilman. 

 

Councilman Lisy – Two other items that you brought up and that was the private sector investment in our 

community. 

 

Acting Director Gliha – Through the Storefront Renovation Program alone, there was over $4 million.  We 

have approximately $2.2 in line for next year.  Overall there was over $23 million in private sector investment 

in the City of Euclid this past year. 

 

Councilman Lisy – That’s very encouraging to me because this has been a tough economic time but I think it 

is a sign that it is turning around.  It is always good to buy low and right now you can get some great 

properties and people are doing that.  I see the writing on the wall, Director Balazs. 

 

Acting Director Gliha – I think that also says much for our long-time business citizens that they are 

determined to stay here and stay profitable. 

 

Councilman Lisy – I just wanted to thank you because you guys are working behind the scenes and when you 

don’t see anything happening for awhile you took a lot of heat and I just want to make sure that you guys take 

credit also. 

 

President Gudenas – With the storefront and industrial they’ve invested over $25 million last year alone, 

which is quite an accomplishment. 

 

Councilman McTighe – To the residents of Euclid, you must understand what a Council person is and what a 

Council President is and what a Mayor is.  I think there’s been some kind of mix-up between these past years, 

is that a council person is a voice.  For example you’ve seen through Councilman Sustarsic, in ward 3, he was 

a voice when there was a billboard issue and when the rock crushing facility was coming.  He represented 

their voice even though he may have had a different opinion. 

 An example too would be Councilman Langman with lake front development, specifically within his 

ward.  He expressed the voice of his residents within his district and he’s continued those efforts.  Same with 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail, with the 205 project and Councilman Gruber in Ward 4. 

 You wonder if many people see that there’s deals going on with some council people, going in and 

working with unions, and some going behind scenes here.  That is not the role of the council person from my 

understanding.  We’re here to make tough decisions.  We’re here to make sure that the streets are paved, the 
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safety forces have the right people and the right amount, the right equipment, as Council President has seen.  

That’s the role of it.  Through these two years I’ve seen this and there’s been this big confusion of what our 

role is.  That is our role and it is to move forward with a voice and the future of this city.   

 We are the checks and balances for the administration that presents topics to us and we move forward 

with it.  I want the residents to understand going forward, they need to remember what a council person and 

the leadership that we want in going forward.  

 Also for those residents who left messages and sent me e-mails and they had a concern and they asked 

me if the Euclid News Now is supported by the City and its not.  It is a political ad paper and I just want 

people to understand that is another avenue that are coming out.  Please be open-minded come this election 

year.  Its very important there’s a lot of hot items on the agenda.  Happy Halloween to all the little kids. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Councilman Sustarsic moved to adjourn.  Councilman Gruber seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Attest: 

 

 

 

________________________   ________________________ 

Clerk of Council     President of Council 

 

 


