
COUNCIL MINUTES 

NOVEMBER 17, 2003 

 

The regular City Council meeting was held on Monday, November 17, 2003 at 7 PM in the Euclid City Hall 

Council Chamber.  President Gudenas presided. 

 

Members Present: Delaney, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Langman, Lisy, McTighe,  

Miller, Sustarsic, Gudenas 

 

Others Present: Mayor Oyaski, Acting Law Director Vento de Crespo, Finance Director Balazs, Parks 

& Recreation Director DeMinico, Acting CS&ED Director Gliha, Administrative 

Director Johnson, Building Commissioner Apanasewicz, Zoning Commissioner Hayes, 

Housing Manager Tollerup, Fire Chief Dworning, Police Chief Maine, WWT Supt. 

Gall, Sgt.-at-Arms Volk, Clerk of Council Cahill. 

 

Rev. John Kachuba of St. Stephen Byzantine Church gave the invocation.  Boy Scout Troop 161 lead the 

Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

COMMUNICATIONS 

Council received the following communications: 

A notice from Dominion on winter gas prices and winter payment plans. 

A summary of legislation on tonight’s agenda by Acting Law Director Vento. 

 

COUNCIL MINUTES 

Councilwoman Miller moved to approve the Council Minutes of November 3, 2003 and Special Council 

Meeting Minutes of October 29, 2003.  Councilman Sustarsic seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

ADMINISTRATION REPORTS & COMMUNICATIONS 

Finance Director Balazs – I’ve handed out a City Income Tax report through November.  Even though we’re 

down, I still feel that we’ve bottomed out and we look forward to increases from here on end.  We’re 

projecting we’re going to be about $700,000 down this year, compared to last year.  But mainly we got hit 

with the reimbursement of the lottery winnings.  But compared to the year 2002, 2002 we were $1.4 million 

down in the city income tax.  This year we’re only down a half million.  I think we can look forward to 

increases for next. 

 I do want to point out the City of Cleveland, our neighbor, is having budget problems.  If they so 

choose to increase their city income tax, a quarter with the 100% credit to the residents of the City of Euclid, 

we could lose $400,000 on that case their alone.  

 Also the 205 property was paid off.  We received our money.  We had a note bearing on that 

investment over there.  It was paid off too.  It now leaves the Endowment Fund with $200,000 free and clear 

balance.  That concludes my report. 

 

President Gudenas – The monthly budget report, we didn’t get it for this month, what happened? 

 

Director Balazs – I didn’t send that out, but I can do that shortly. 

 

President Gudenas – That still is going to continue? 

 

Director Balazs – Yes. 

 

Mayor Oyaski and Police Chief Maine gave the Oaths of Office to four new police auxiliary officers.  That’s 

Erik Hariston, William Carroll, Sandra Burrows and Chris Baranowski.  Badges were distributed by Lt. Tom 

Brickman, Civilian Director of the Auxiliary Mary Lou Jost and auxiliary Steve Haddock. 

 

Mayor Oyaski presented Res. 221-2003 to Rev. Henderson and representatives of the East Shore United 

Methodist Church upon the celebration of its 75th Anniversary. 

 

Mayor Oyaski presented Resolutions of Appreciation to Michael McTighe; Dr. Fred Lisy; Ed Gudenas and D. 

Fay Miller  for their service on the Euclid City Council. 

 

Mayor Oyaski – I just want to add my personal congratulations to the victors last Tuesday.  It is an incredible 

honor being elected to represent the people where you live.  I’ve been blessed by the support of the public 

over the last 26 years.  Fay’s words about the importance of the city employees, cannot be stressed enough.   

 I want to thank the city employees, I want to thank the Department Heads that I’ve worked with over 

the years.  All of the many members of City Council.  I started my career on City Council and I was never so 

proud as the first day I was elected to City Council.  I think we’ve accomplished a lot.  There’s always 

challenges.  The city must always be moving onward and upward.  I have confidence in the leaders that will 

come after us that they will continue the great tradition of the City of Euclid.   
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 It hasn’t been an epic, but it has been an adventure for me.  I don’t think I’ve had an era, but I’ve 

certainly had a wonderful, wonderful tenure working for the people of Euclid.  I do want to thank a lady who 

used to come to meetings when we were engaged.  But she hasn’t come to meetings since we’ve been married.  

We’ve been married for 24 years.  Betty, why don’t you and Brittany stand up and thank you very much for 

coming. 

  

Scout Troop 161 and Scout Master Richard Schultz presented Mayor Oyaski with a recognition plaque. 

 

Director Johnson – We have one more surprise.  The Mayor wasn’t expecting this.  We have the Euclid High 

School Band and they will play one of the Mayor’s favorite songs, “Stars & Stripes Forever.”  Ms. Tizzano 

Director of the High School Marching Band thanked Mayor Oyaski for his tenure as Mayor of the City of 

Euclid and for his service to our community and to our school.  The President of the Euclid High School 

Marching Band Jessica Osland presented Mayor Oyaski with a special performance of the Stars & Stripes 

Forever, which is the official march of the United States of America and now dedicated as the official March 

of the City of Euclid.   

 

REPORTS & COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Councilwoman Miller moved to receive the Humane Officer’s Report of October, 2003; Service Committee 

Minutes of November 12, 2003 and Board of Control Min. of 10/20/03; 10/27/03 & 11/3/03. Councilman 

McTighe seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE  

Councilwoman Miller moved to go into the Committee of the Whole for Legislative Matters Only.  

Councilman McTighe seconded. 

 

Mrs. Dorothy Fike – 20271 Delaware Rd.  I guess I’ve been around a lot longer than a lot of the people 

around.  I know a lot of you from over the years.  I’m going to ask on #4 about the lease agreement with the 

Board of Mental Retardation and Development.  One of the times when it was on the agenda, the Finance 

Director talked about the need of enhancing the revenue.  At that time it was talked about using the revenue 

from the lease to go towards the cost of this center.  I don’t see it in part, although the golf course it is.  Will 

the future, what can be done to help use that money to help towards the .... 

 

President Gudenas – We’ll probably need to make it more specific and amend the legislation to state the 

revenue goes to the bond retirement fund.  It will have to be done today. 

 

Mrs. Fike – Thank you very much.  It is going to be a beautiful site down there and we need every penny we 

have to keep it operating.  I understand there isn’t much revenue coming in for the senior center, except what 

comes from the aging and the match.  So it would help in my opinion to have the revenue enhancing go right 

for the bond retirement out of the lease agreement.  If it could be amended, I think it would be a very good 

idea.  I hope its supported by everybody. Thank you. 

 

Mr. Dennis Fricky – 141 E. 280 St.  I’m very concerned about the budget of the new golf course, because 

when Mr. Balazs explained to the Council that the golf course has $400,000 and with interest rates this low, 

we can borrow up to $2.5 million or more and have it paid off in less than 10 years with no new taxes.  Mr. 

DeMinico then added that the golf course makes somewhere around $40,000 a year and that is unutilized.  

Said it could make at least double that with a nice, high-quality facility.  When the Council discussed the 

budget, one councilman said he would consider a snack bar.  I almost fell off my chair.  We need a banquet 

facility, a restaurant and a snack bar. 

 I golf in a traveling league.  We golf at Briardale about once a month.  Nobody comes early and 

nobody stays after golf and I wonder why.  We had our last golf there at Briardale like we do every year.  We 

went some place else to have our own little banquet, not in Euclid.  Wouldn’t it be nice to stay at Briardale and 

spend our thousand dollars in Euclid?  That’s just a personal thing.  We don’t need another Burger King.  

Another concern is that it will take away business from the Manor or Tizzano’s or any other business.  This is 

a golf course.  You don’t have a golf outing and then go some place else to have a banquet.  You stay there, it 

is a lot more convenient.  People go home. 

 Another concern.  Another Councilman mentioned he is a watch-dog of taxpayers’ money. Boy that 

sounds good.  This is not an expense, it is an investment, an investment.  It will pay for itself and you will 

have something to be proud of for many years to come.  So far we’ve had this quanta hut for 25 years now 

right.  Not very proud of that.  This will bring in people to spend money and show what Euclid has to offer.   

This is not about people who play golf.  Just like the marina is not about people who have boats.  This 

is about bringing people into Euclid where they will spend money when they come to Euclid.  You have to 

give people a reason to come to Euclid.   
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Another Councilman said to me that if I wanted something nice that I shouldn’t be so cheap and join a 

country club.  Does this mean if I want something of high quality, I’ll have to go outside of Euclid and spend 

my money?   

 Mr. Mayor, I read in the paper about a year, he’s not here, but any how.  Mr. Mayor I read in the paper 

about a year or two ago that somebody came in from outside the country and you took them to Acacia Country 

Club, which I don’t blame a bit.  I don’t know all the details, but I’m wondering if Euclid had a premiere 

facility that you probably would have taken them to that and shown off Euclid, what we have. 

 In conclusion, we’ve waited 25 years for a nice, high quality facility.  We deserve it.  Euclid residents 

deserve it.  Don’t do it on the cheek.  Thank you.  

 

Mr. William Hilf – 891 E. 237 St.  I’m here to speak about #6 on the agenda this evening.  I’m asking this 

Council pass this Resolution this evening.  This is the Council that finally made progress on this issue and 

made decisions on it and brought this legislation to the forefront and has made it happen after the 25 years its 

been talked about of having the quanta hut as it was described. 

 This is something Euclid needs to be able to compete with other cities.  We need amenities and this is 

an investment in our city.  This isn’t spending money on giving money to private corporations.  Or, spending 

money so we can give property over to private corporations.  This is an investment in a city property that is 

going to benefit the City of Euclid and its residents, golfing and non-golfing for quite a long time.  I’m not a 

golfer.  You will not see me on that golf course anytime soon.  But I realize this is important for the city.  

Because this council’s the one that has had all the action on this, that has taken all the time and energy to bring 

this up and make this a reality, I feel this Council needs to be the one to make this decision and vote on this 

tonight.  I think this can be a lasting legacy for this current Council as they bow out this evening.  Thank you. 

 

Mr. Tom Cooke – 23100 Chardon Rd.  I would like to speak on #6 also.  I urge passage of this resolution 

recognizing the long-term benefits of this project.  This project is just a small piece in the larger picture 

regarding the rebirth of Euclid.  I urge you to continue in this process of rebuilding Euclid.  Already $300,000 

has been spent in developing this project.  I strongly urge you to look at the future, build it big, build it 

beautiful and build it now.  It is definitely an investment for the City of Euclid.  I am not a golfer, but I do see 

the benefit of this. 

 Regarding #1 & #2.  Given the scarcity of the land today, I have asked the question, is this land being 

used in the best interest of the City of Euclid and its residents?  Is the use of the 23 acres non-taxable land, in 

the best interest of the taxpayers? How much tax would be lost annually on this 23 acres?  Does anybody have 

that by any chance?  Know what that might be?  I’m just tossing it out.  Just based on figures that I’ve thrown 

together, it looks like it is going to be roughly $70,000 a year if you were to build homes on that 23 acres. 

 

President Gudenas – Probably Fred knows. 

 

Councilman Lisy – I’ll work on it in the next few minutes. 

 

Mr. Cooke – Also, additionally, more police and more fire are going to be required to protect this property and 

the residents on this property.  Where is this money going to be coming from?  It is not going to be coming 

from this non-taxable acreage.  What are the owners of this land giving back to Euclid?  I am of a firm belief 

that anybody who wants to come into this city, should not only have their hands open, but they should also be 

able to offer this city something in return.  So far the only things I’ve seen is some of the dwellings being 

constructed under the previous 1,350 sq. ft. minimum and some of it being financed with reverse mortgages.  

As I understand it, reverse mortgages are going to do nothing but draw down capital in this city.  Which means 

additionally drawing down on tax revenues. 

 Our Master Plan regarding this land, the Hillandale land, suggested we used this land for upscale 

housing.  My question is, why are we going against the Master Plan?  Why are we bucking that plan?  Is there 

a reason, or are we just overriding it?  It just seems to me a little more thought has to be gone into this project.  

There’s very limited land out there.  Not to mention virgin land and we have to look at it very carefully on 

how we let other people use this.  Not only for themselves, but for the City of Euclid.  I ask you definitely to 

reconsider items #1 & #2.  Thank you. 

 

Mr. John Herak – 78 E. 224 St.  I know you’re not going to vote on it tonight, but my friend Tom was 

mentioning, #1 & #2.  I hope our new Mayor, our new Council President and other members of Council 

thoroughly examine the merits of this Hillandale project.  Several of you have gone on record as being in favor 

of this project.  With Jerry Sustarsic referring to Providence Baptist Church, that it is their property, they 

should be able to do what they want there. 

 I have to disagree.  First of all when they bought the land, they knew it was zoned light industrial.  I 

don’t know the details of this purchase, but usually when somebody buys property that they spend a couple of 

million dollars on, they would want to be sure they could use the land for what they had intended.  A 

contingency is placed in the purchase agreement as contingent upon zoning approval.  This way if the zoning 
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wasn’t approved for their needs, they could back out of the deal.  I’m wondering if a contingency was used or 

did somebody guaranty that zoning would be changed in their favor.   

 If the desire of the developer is not consistent with what’s best for the City, the zoning should not be 

changed.  In a time when the City and the Euclid Schools need all the financial help they can get, approving a 

zoning change that would allow 23 acres of this parcel to be tax abated is irresponsible.  As for the 110 homes 

that are being proposed, I would like to think our officials would demand concrete plans, showing the homes 

would be indeed upscale as the 1996 Master Plan specified.  Currently we know very little concerning the size, 

design or price of the homes being considered.  I would ask you to vote no on the zoning change or until such 

time when these questions can be answered to our satisfaction.  Thank you. 

 

Mr. Mike DiDomenico – 24770 Farringdon Ave.  I’m also going to speak on #1 &#2, which for those of you 

at home, #1 is to rezone 23 acres of land in the Hillandale area to non- profit church.  Item #2 is going to 

rezone 45 acres to residential use.  I understand these are also just second readings and that there are 5 of you 

sitting here that will be on the council.  I see another three people in the audience that are on the next council, 

so I hope they pay attention here.  I have nothing against churches, but 23 acres of non-profit land also means 

tax exempt land.  According to a paper I got from the city, we already have 25 churches representing 13 

denominations.  Nobody can say that we have something against churches.  We invite many people to come 

and worship here. 

 The other 45 acres of land changing to residential use, I believe that the houses proposed there, 

although brand new houses are targeted to low or moderate income people.  Apparently they are going to sell 

for about $130,000.  We have housing that sells for that.  They are welcome to come and look at any that they 

want to come and look at and move right into an already existing house and that would be fine.  When we 

have 68 acres of land that I understand is private property, and I fully don’t expect it to be changed to public 

property.  But this is our last big chunk of land.  Once you build this church, once you build these houses, 

you’re stuck, they’re done, that’s it.  I think we should not rezone this.  If it has to remain industrial zoning 

then so be it.  But this plan is not the best one for our residents.  Thank you. 

 

Mrs. Del Tekieli – 5 E. 221 St.  I’m here tonight to address the Ceremonial Resolutions.  First of all, I want to 

thank Mayor Oyaski for 25 years of dedicated service.  A hundred years ago I worked for him for about 6-7 

years and I saw his dedication.  He had the city’s best interest at heart.  I’d also like to thank Council President 

Gudenas, Councilman Lisy and Councilman McTighe for their efforts and the hundreds of hours that they 

dedicated to the City. 

But most of all tonight, I’m here to honor a lady that I have affectionately called “Fabulous Fay” for a 

very long time.  For 40 years, she taught in the Euclid School District and just gave her heart and her life to 

the children.  Then she got hooked on politics.  She went door-to-door at every campaign.  She got to the point 

where she knew the neighborhoods, she knew the people and they loved her.  She sent thank you notes to 

everyone who signed her petitions.  She was tireless.  The community benefited from Fay’s work.  I think they 

loved her as much as she loved them. 

On behalf of the Euclid Women’s Caucus, including Judy, and the rest of the women in the 

community, Fay we thank you, we love you.   

 

Mrs. Karen Steigerwald – 27870 Gilchrist.  I would like to take this opportunity to thank some of the council 

members who are leaving office.  These individuals spent countless hours serving the City of Euclid and 

listening and responding to concerns I personally raised.  It seems like we keep talking about this same person, 

but I’m going to start with Fay Miller.  Thank you for listening to my concerns several years ago regarding the 

Euclid City pools being over-crowded by day camps.  You were a liaison that helped institute tot-time-only 

hours.  Tot-time-only hours enabled me and my family, as well as many other Euclid residents to enjoy 

summertime swimming in a safe and peaceful environment.  I’m getting a little emotional here. 

 Ed Gudenas, I’ve lived in Euclid for over 15 years, both single and married.  I never thought I’d see 

lakefront development happen.  Thanks for your efforts in making it a reality.  A very long time and a very 

long overdue for voting against the .85 income tax increase when you were my ward two council person.  I 

voted against it because of your explanation as to what would happen in the City of Euclid if its passed.  To 

bad we were in the minority voting against that tax increase. 

 Last but not least, most importantly to me, Fred Lisy.  I don’t even know where to start.  Thanks for all 

the help and hard work you’ve done to save Euclid thousands of dollars.  You put forth several great plans that 

saved money, saved jobs and helped establish great relationships with business owners.  Thanks for 

committing yourself and volunteering to the Henn mansion, Shore Cultural Centre, Euclid Soccer League, 

Euclid Swim Team and Baseball League.  Thanks for the countless number of hours you spent supporting the 

Vision 2020 Committee and working alongside the Euclid Chamber of Commerce.  And for helping re-

establish the Euclid Community Development Corporation.  I also want to extend my thanks to your family, 

Angela, Alex, Sam, Jessie and Freddie.  I appreciate their allowing Fred to spend so much time working for 

our city.   

 Having thought about the list of ways you contribute to support Euclid, I’m sure I’ve missed 

something.  I know one thing I will miss most, is having you represent the interests of Euclid on City Council.  
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Several of my neighbors and friends and other Euclidians could not be here tonight, so they’ve extended their 

thanks on this card and anyone else in the audience is welcome to sign it.  Thank you. 

 

Mr. Joe Udovic – 21371 Naumann.  I too would like to talk about #6.  I also agree this should be passed this 

evening.  This Council needs to work together to take care of unfinished business.  We are at the finish line for 

this project and we must go forward so spring, 2004, this clubhouse can become a reality and ready for 

utilization by both golfers and our citizens.  We need to stand united on this last important project of this 

current city council.  It was planned out during this term and I’m asking for full support to go ahead so this 

project can be finished by its appropriate deadline.  Any more delays would equate to delays in opening and 

usefulness to golf outings and other celebratory events.  Some golf outings for 2004 are being booked right 

now.  Our club house would need as much exposure in 2004 to start showing some type of an income. To all 

Council people the following advice.  Maturity is the ability to stick with a project until it is finished.  

Maturity is the ability to live up to your responsibilities.  Maturity is the courage to make a decision and stand 

by it.  This issue should not go into a committee so the next council can decide its fate.  I believe we have 

enough intelligent people here to make the right decision to move this project forward.  Thank you. 

 

Mr. Matt Lemieux – 24660 Puritan Ave.  I want to address #6.  I do a lot of golf.  I don’t think #6 is a good 

idea.  People go to a golf course for the facilities.  They go because the greens roll well.  They go because the 

course plays well, its challenging, its fun.  They don’t go because there’s a great banquet facility.  When 

they’re done with the golf outing, they sit outside to have a burger or hot dog.  That is a great convenience.  

They don’t go inside and want to sit and chat about it.   

 If you are going to put money into a golf course, the best place to put it into an area inside where they 

can sit.  Not a huge banquet facility, a nice grill area, so they can serve more people, more tables for people to 

sit and relax.  A bigger pro-shop so they can buy some golf balls or whatever.  I’ve heard a number of people 

mention where are we going to come up with the money to pay for services for police, for this, for that?  I 

don’t think a huge banquet facility is certainly the idea to come up with money for somewhere else.  If you 

don’t build that banquet facility, you can spend a whole lot less money and make the club house that’s there 

very nice and very attractive to a lot of people.  I don’t think you discourage golf outings because you don’t 

have a banquet facility.  You are going to attract golf outings because you have a nice course with a nice grill 

area.  Thanks. 

 

Mayor Oyaski presented Res. 222-2003 to Donna Sudar upon being awarded the National PTA LIfe 

Achievement Award. 

 

Councilwoman Miller moved to rise and report.  Councilman McTighe seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

LEGISLATION 

      Ord. (572-03) Rezone Hillandale Area  
An ordinance to amend Section 1 of Ordinance No. 2812, as amended, and the map and map designations, 

which map and map designations, as amended, form a part of Ordinance No. 2812, as relates to and designates 

U-7 and UR-2 use districts relative to said property. (Sponsored by Planning & Zoning 

Commission)(Magnolia Dr., P.P.#648-52-001-Parcel A) 

 

 

 

Second Reading.  Public Hearing January 5, 2004. 

 

  Ord. (573-03) Rezone Hillandale Area 

An ordinance to amend Section 1 of Ordinance No. 2812, as amended, and the map and map designations, 

which map and map designations, as amended, form a part of Ordinance No. 2812, as relates to and designates 

U-7 and U-1 use districts relative to said property. (Sponsored by Planning & Zoning Commission) (Brush 

Rd., P.P.#648-52-001-Parcel B) 

 

Second Reading.  Public Hearing January 5, 2004. 

   

  Ord. (582-03) Rezone 1200 Babbitt Road 
An ordinance rezoning P.P. #647-06-002, located at 1200 Babbitt Rd., from U-4 (Commercial) use district to 

U-6 (Industrial/manufacturing) use district and further amending Ord. No. 2812.  (Sponsored by Planning & 

Zoning Commission) 

 

President Gudenas – And that’s the old K-Mart Building. 

 

Second Reading.  Public Hearing January 5, 2004. 
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  Ord. 224-2003 (583-03) CCBMRDD Lease 
An ordinance approving the attached Lease Agreement with the Cuyahoga County Board of Mental 

Retardation and Development Disabilities (CCBMRDD) for leasing of space at the Euclid Park Center, 1 Bliss 

Lane, for a period of five (5) years, commencing on July 1, 2004 and ending on June 30, 2009, with an option 

to renew the Lease for a renewal term of five (5) years.  (Sponsored by Mayor Oyaski) 

 

Councilman Lisy moved for passage; seconded by Councilwoman Miller. 

 

President Gudenas – This is the lease agreement.  Nothing has changed since we first talked about it, Director 

DeMinico? 

 

Director DeMinico – That is correct.  This whole process started back about 1997 when we were talking about 

renovating the Shore Cultural Centre and MRDD moving into a wing or taking up some space over there.  So 

it’s been a long road 5 or 6 years.  This lease in front of you is beneficial to the City of Euclid.  It is a 10-year 

lease, first 5 years and then there’s a renewal term for an additional 5 years.  The rent and the utilities over the 

first course of the 5 years of the first lease will be $149,000, which will be generated to the City, so the 

$29,800 per year.  The second term will be 33,900 or $169,500.  There’s a one-time payment of $50,000 that 

is in the lease agreement that we will use to defray cost of the purchasing furniture and fixtures for the new 

Center.  So this total package is $368,500.   

 Now, it was mentioned earlier in the evening by Mrs. Fike, that currently the money is not earmarked 

and for this Council to decide.  We’re always looking for ways to create additional revenue to cover our ever-

decreasing General Fund.  This is not a large amount of money.  It’s 29,800 a year, but it could go into the 

General Fund to keep our superior services in operation.  I think what you have to ask yourself is that $30,000 

better going to a debt payment that maybe we can borrow a little bit more?  That’s not a significant amount to 

decrease that payment or do we want to put this into our General Fund and increase that cash flow from year 

to year.  That’s about the only really debate that we have on this issue that was brought up tonight and 

whatever Council chooses we could put it into the lease or into this ordinance.  It really doesn’t matter to 

MRDD as far as they’re concerned.  They’re going to be writing a monthly check. 

 

President Gudenas – Finance Director Balazs, do you still think it’s important for that money to go into the 

Bond Retirement money? 

 

Director Balazs – It depends on the focus of the intention of the dollars on the Senior Center Fund.  I think you 

would apply to that.  If we did get 30,000 into the Bond Retirement Fund, that would decrease the debt burden 

and open up funds maybe for future borrowing.  Course, we’re in a predicament as well for the General Fund 

and we’re also looking for funds there as well.  So it’s entirely up to Council on the direction and their priority 

of where that money should be directed. 

 

President Gudenas – So if it goes to the General Fund, it’s for operating.  It’ll help us with that.  If it goes to 

the Bond Retirement Fund, it’ll help us with investments and permanent improvements in the future.  So what 

would you like to do?  Any comments on amending the ordinance to make sure it goes to the Bond Retirement 

Fund? 

 

Councilman McTighe – I think with this, the County Board of Mental Retardation and Development 

Disabilities is they came into here and were giving money to the City for investment, sound investment being 

made into our properties.  I think this money should be applied toward that for future investments even given 

what we have with our General Fund and the operating problems.  But I think investment is the goal and the 

way we can invest in any little bit amount of money that we can help out would be the way to go about this. 

 

President Gudenas – So you’re making that amendment? 

 

Councilman McTighe – Yes. 

 

Councilman McTighe moved to amend the legislation to put the rent money to the Bond Retirement Fund; 

seconded by Councilman Delaney. 

 

President Gudenas – And of course, the City is spending money to add that addition to the building that’s part 

of the debt.  So this basically would offset that investment that the City has and obviously make the money 

available for police cars and police stations and fire stations, all that other good stuff.  Any other discussion on 

the amendment?  Okay. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Delaney, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Langman, Lisy, McTighe, Miller, Sustarsic, Gudenas. 

Amendment passed. 
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President Gudenas – Any other discussion on the amended ordinance?  I see none. 

 

Councilwoman Miller moved to close debate; seconded by Councilman Sustarsic.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Councilman Delaney moved to suspend the rules; seconded by Councilman Gruber.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Delaney, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Langman, Lisy, McTighe, Miller, Sustarsic, Gudenas. 

Passed. 

 

  Ord. 225-2003 (587-03) F-250 Pick-up Truck - WWT 
An emergency ordinance authorizing the Director of Public Service of the City of Euclid to purchase a 2004 

Ford F-250 Pick-up for use by the Wastewater Treatment Department at a cost of Nineteen Thousand Seven 

Hundred Fifty-Two Dollars ($19,752.00) through the State of Ohio Cooperative Purchasing Program.  

(Sponsored by Councilman Sustarsic by request of the Service Director) 

 

Councilman Sustarsic moved for passage; seconded by Councilman Lisy. 

 

Superintendent Gall – This ordinance is fairly self-explanatory.  We’re replacing a 1991 Chevy Suburban it’s 

extensive rusted and almost turning unsafe.  I’d like to commend our Superintendent of Motor Maintenance 

for getting it replaced right away.  Discovered the sticker price of 1991 Suburban was 21,800, 12 years later 

and less than that in the program.  It’s a good program we have and I’d appreciate your support. 

 

President Gudenas – Any other discussion?  I see none. 

 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail moved to suspend the rules; seconded by Councilman Lisy.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Delaney, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Langman, Lisy, McTighe, Miller, Sustarsic, Gudenas 

Passed. 

 

                                                             Res. 226-2003 (592-03) Golf Course Clubhouse Final Budget 

A resolution approving the final budget for the Golf Course Clubhouse construction project and directing the 

administration to proceed with action and implementation.  (Sponsored by Council President Gudenas) 

 

Councilman Delaney moved for passage; seconded by Councilman Lisy. 

 

Director DeMinico – Several weeks ago we had this piece of legislation in front of Council.  We tabled it until 

the bids came in.  We did have our bids for the 7 construction packages.  I’m happy to report we came in 

about 1% a little less than 1% below our estimate from our Construction Manager.  Our total construction 

estimate is on the bids is $1.403 million and some change.  Coupled with the expenses that have already been 

incurred and anticipated additional expenses our anticipated project cost is $1,872,000. 

 Several questions were asked regarding this project a couple of weeks ago as well and I did have some 

estimated numbers of approximately $300,000 that was expensed todate.  The sheet that I passed out for 

Council has 273,764 those are actual dollars that are expensed for this project at this point in time.  Some of 

that money we would have had to pay anyhow no matter what we were going to do with the Knuth Senior 

Center because that was for abatement.  That total project is probably in the vicinity of about $110,000 

somewhere in there because the project had some additional demolition that we took into and saved a little bit 

of money for the long term of the project.  I’d be happy to answer any questions at this point in time. 

  

President Gudenas – And, Director DeMinico, it’s been brought up to do part of the work, what’s your 

reaction to that? 

 

Director DeMinico – I would not support doing part of the project at that existing building, the Knuth Center.  

I don’t see how that would be able to really be incorporated into the project. 

 

President Gudenas – Are we more or less at the deadline now to have something open for next year?  If it’s not 

approved now next year’s in jeopardy? 

 

Director DeMinico – This would be a, probably 6 or 7 month project.  If approved this evening, the soonest 

we’d be able to get started would be minimum of 4 weeks by the time contracts were signed, people mobilized 

and go in there so we’re look middle to late December.  Everybody knows we’re at the holidays.  In reality it 

may start right after the first of the year.  We could very well be opened by some time July or August.  If we 

are delayed and we move into the next Council term, it could be at the first meeting that it could past and we 

could just be a little bit behind or there could be another change of direction.  I couldn’t, I can’t predict that. 
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Councilman McTighe – Director DeMinico, 1.8 million totally furnished? 

 

President Gudenas – Out the door. 

 

Director DeMinico – That is our best construction manager’s along with our architect’s estimates at this point 

of time along with Administrative. 

 

Councilman McTighe – So that’s, I mean, that’s everything from, you know, the stools, the tables, equipment, 

everything? 

 

Director DeMinico –Yes. 

 

Councilman McTighe – Okay. 

 

President Gudenas – The architect is here. 

 

Councilman McTighe – No, that’s fine.  I still have a concern for the total price of the project.  I think 

probably for a little less money we probably could have had just as good a facility even though we’re already 

through this whole process and this is the final approval for it, but we’re right at the end.  So closure’s good 

for this project, it shows that this Council has moved forward on something, made a wise investment.  And I 

still have concerns and I probably will always have concerns on the initial cost of this.  But it’s good for the 

City of Euclid and it’s a wise decision to say that this Council has made a smart decision, invested money 

wisely and good luck. 

 

Councilman Sustarsic – When you indicate, Mr. DeMinico, that it’s their best estimate, does that mean that 

there is the possibility that it could go beyond that necessarily or? 

 

Director DeMinico – Anything is possible.  We have an existing site so there’s not a lot of issues with soil 

issues.  Things we’re experiencing with our project.  You know, we’ve gone through many, many different 

scenarios what could go wrong what could not go wrong.  But it is possible.  I can’t sit here and say that I 

would not come back for some unforeseen issue that might arise. 

 

Councilman Sustarsic – And in line with that also, what was the final price for the Park Clubhouse? 

 

Director DeMinico – Our bids and our contracts and all, everything is approximately 3.7, I believe. 

 

Councilman Sustarsic – I think it was just for the Clubhouse. 

 

Director DeMinico – I’m sorry, you’re asking about the… 

 

Councilman Sustarsic – Well ultimately it’ll be for the Park Clubhouse. 

 

Director DeMinico -  The Senior Center? 

 

Councilman Sustarsic – Right, but ultimately for the total… 

 

Director DeMinico – The total project is 3.7, I believe. 

 

Councilman Sustarsic – Okay, because I think we were talking early on that it was going to be maybe 2.7 or 

something like that.  And I still have concerns.  I still have problems with the fact that with Bond ratings and 

everything else, again, based on what we were told by experts in the field by bond consul to our Finance 

Director at the beginning of the year.  So consequently, I really don’t think that this is a good spending of 

money when you consider that there’s still, where an estimate is still involved.  And that words of, could 

possibly go higher.  We don’t really have a definite figure, I don’t think.  So consequently I don’t think it 

would be worthy of our support. 

 

Councilman Lisy – Is the probability of the cost going up greater if we delay on this based on the trends of the 

market, the labor rates going up, materials cost going up that we’ve been told to by the construction managers 

over the last six months? 

 

Director DeMinico – I would say that would be a safe estimate that that could go up if we delay.  If we just 

delay just a short period of time, I believe our bids are good for a month.  If we were to delay into the next 

construction season and build, there probably is a certain percentage that it could increase. 
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Councilman Lisy – And how much do we have in the Golf Course Enterprise Fund right now? 

 

Director DeMinico – We started our cash balance in January of 03 with $368,414. 

 

Councilman Lisy – And so when you subtract off, according to legislation, we’re into $1.8 million project.  

We’re going to subtract off the first 190,000 from the funds we have $1.7 million.  So that leaves roughly 

$170,000 in the Golf Course Enterprise Fund.  I did that without my laptop.  And so with that $170,000 that 

would pay the debt service for this for the first 3 years, correct? 

 

President Gudenas – Bob says yes. 

 

Director DeMinico – We have 370,000 in the cash balance and so you’re going to borrow 1.7 if our estimate is 

1.89… 

 

Councilman Lisy – We’re committing to $70,000 coming from Golf Course revenue according to this 

legislation. 

 

Director DeMinico – 170,000. 

 

President Gudenas – Well, 50 the first year, 70 the next two years. 

 

Councilman Lisy – Right, right, and we basically have that in the Golf Course Enterprise Fund right now, 50 + 

70 + 70. 

 

President Gudenas – That’s before obviously new profits. 

 

Councilman Lisy – Right. 

 

Director DeMinico – That’s correct.  Our cash balance is at 370.  If our project is 1.89, 1.7 is borrowed so 170 

would come out of cash balance.  That would take our cash balance down to 100,000, correct? 

 

Councilman Lisy – 170,000. 

 

Director DeMinico – You’re the math major so… 

 

Councilman Lisy – The bottom line is that with this legislation we’re planning to pick up the first three years 

of payment assuming there’s no revenue enhanced increased over these years and we think there will be.  But 

given the cash balance in the Enterprise Fund as it stands we have $190,000 to make the first, to get it down to 

1.7 million and then we have 50,000; 70,000; 70,000 to make the first three years payments which takes us to 

2007.  And in that time period we should be generating additional revenues at the Golf Course.  And so I see 

this as a win for the City.  We’ll be able to attract more outings for the City.  When I see our Chamber of 

Commerce and our Auxiliary Police and other organizations are going outside of the City to have their golf 

outings I’d rather have them do the business in Euclid and have us promote Euclid to the Euclid residents and 

people playing golf.  And the money’s there right now.  If we delay, all I’m hearing from the industry out 

there is that costs will be going up.  Labor costs will be going up and materials cost will be going up.   So it’s a 

good time to do this project now. 

 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail – This Council has worked on this issue as well as other Councils and I think 

we all came to the consensus that this was one of the priority projects and that was when we agreed 2.2 million 

for the Senior Center and 1.2 million for this.  We consequently increased the Senior Center borrowing and I, 

the big question in front of us tonight, are we capable of borrowing 1.7 million without it, are we capable of 

doing that?  And will we do it without a negative impact to the City?  So those are the questions I think need 

to be addressed before, you know, and then the other question to throw out there is that this was our priority.  

Are we binding the next Council by deciding to do this now?  Is it better to wait and let them make that 

decision for themselves?  I guess I’d like your comments, Director Balazs, on are we able to borrow 1.7 

million?  And what would be the consequences of doing that? 

 

Director Balazs – When we first started off financing the Senior Center and the Clubhouse, I think, 

Councilman Sustarsic indicated that we started off with the Senior Center at 2.5.  At that time we estimated 

the Clubhouse at 1.2.  So consequently we had estimated those two projects would be 3.7.  Now as it turns out 

the Clubhouse alone is 3.7.  We’ve already borrowed 1.2 for the Clubhouse and if we go beyond that, then we 

do have a strain on the Bond Retirement Fund.  

 Dorothy Fike reminded the audience that revenue enhancements, and I did speak about that at one of 

the meetings, whereby instead of compounding the problem in the Bond Retirement Fund that if we could 
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pledge revenue from sources of either the Golf Course or whatever to pay of debt, that would lessen the 

burden of the Bond Retirement Fund.  But I do want to alert you that this type of money in the Bond 

Retirement Fund will have consequences in the future.  But if it’s Council’s priority to build the Senior Center 

to build the Clubhouse that’s your priority and that’s one of the things that the City has to live with.  What I 

mean by that is the, you might have to wait a couple of years for the debt to fall off to get back into a 

borrowing mode that is comparable to what this City is used to.   

 So basically if we push the Senior Center 3.7 and we go to close to 1.7 for the Clubhouse, that means 

that within the next couple of years that we would only have about 5 million to borrow.  And perhaps keep a 

rating of the City at that time.  Now when I said the rating is not entirely when Moody’s come in to rate any 

city, it is not entirely the bond retirement system they look at.  They look at the entire system.  So that means 

that we have to quickly, if we borrow this type of money and get into these projects, that our operating fund 

also becomes a priority.  So basically what that means we have to do everything at once next year and 

hopefully the City can maintain the double rating.  But it’s Council’s priority.  I think they dictated that in the 

legislation.  We will have minimum dollars to work with about 5 million within the next two years.  To run at 

that level if we do have to capacity to go beyond that, but then my cash balance gets down there to zero.  And 

we don’t want to be a community to have borrowing and go back down to zero every year.  Some 

communities are forced into that.  East Cleveland, Cleveland as well, we’re nearing that limit and that’s my 

best advice I can give you at this time. 

 

Councilman Lisy – Earlier legislation, we just pledged $50,000 a year to Bond Retirement, which in essence 

will subtract $680,000 from that total. 

 

President Gudenas – About 30. 

 

Councilman Gruber – Yeah, 30,000. 

 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail – 30,000. 

 

President Gudenas – It was 50,000 on the front and 30… 

 

Councilman Lisy – Oh, yeah, it’s a 10-year program.  I’m sorry.  So, yeah, $30,000 and we are also pledging 

$70,000 from the Golf Course Enterprise Fund and so when you do that that knocks another $942,000 off of it.  

So we’re in essence pledging monies so that we do not have our, to borrow as much money or pledge as much 

money for our debt service.  Isn’t that how revenue enhancement works? 

 

Director Balazs – I think you’re correct on that assumption and that does, when you pledge that revenue to pay 

off your debt, that does open up additional money in your Bond Retirement for other projects, such as other 

capital items the City may have. 

 

Councilman Lisy – And the Golf Course account was originally 1.6 million and we planned on pledging the 

full $400,000 of the Enterprise Fund or the ballpark of $400,000 and that’s why the number was at 1.2 million.  

But when we look at the low interest rates, we’re better off borrowing now instead of putting that full money 

toward it.  As it stands in this legislation, we’re putting 190,000 towards it and so when I look at what we’re 

actually increasing our debt service with for both projects this $3.7 million that we’re talking.  Or it was 

originally 3.7 it’s now 4.5 if we add today’s numbers onto it.  When you subtract off the 942,000 we’re 

pledging here and the 300,000 we’re pledging from the Senior Center, we’re back down to that 3.5 number, if 

I’m not mistaken.  Again, I’m trying to do the numbers in my head instead of on my laptop.  But we are 

pledging $70,000 here, roughly $30,000 with the Cuyahoga County Board of Mental Retardation towards the 

Senior Center.  And so I think that should be taken into consideration when we’re looking at this legislation. 

 

President Gudenas – Director Balazs, when you mentioned 5 million over the next couple of years, did you 

take into account the hundred thousand a year that you referenced to the Bond Retention fund? 

 

Director Balazs – We did have some revenue enhancements that we did include in that figure. 

 

President Gudenas – That hundred thousand? 

 

Director Balazs – Close to it, I believe. 

 

Councilman Gruber – Director Balazs, how much are appropriating for capital improvements next year in your 

proposed budget that’s coming to us for road and curbs and infrastructure improvements such as that? 

 

Director Balazs – Generally speaking in a year’s time the City would generally need a minimum of a million 

dollars just to do the minimum. 
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Councilman Gruber – And that money will be available this year? 

 

Director Balazs – It will be available in 2004. 

 

Councilman Gruber – Right, we’ll have a million dollars for that? 

 

Director Balazs – Yes. 

 

Councilman Gruber – How about the work on the retention basin behind the Braeburn Medical Plaza, there’s 

about a half million there.  Will we be able to handle that too? 

 

Director Balazs – Well, I can’t say at this time.  I think what has to be said at this particular time because we 

have a new Council coming in December 1st.  What your goals on this Council certainly may be different next 

month.   

 

Councilman Gruber - Shore’s been on every Council agenda.  Do we have money to fix that up? 

 

Director Balazs – Well, we had money to do a Senior Center and a Clubhouse.  It depends on what your 

priorities are. 

 

Councilman Gruber - I think we lost our priorities kind of on this Council.  I’ve still got a Senior Center on the 

south side that needs about a million dollars worth of work.  I’d like to see something like that.  I’m all for 

doing a nice building at the Golf Course, million dollar building, new building would be fine.  I was very 

touched by the 6 people that spoke in favor of it and 1 didn’t even golf.  And the one guy’s going to take his 

thousand-dollar golf outing somewhere else because we won’t spend 2 million for him.  But we have to look 

at our priorities.  I don’t know if it’s right to encumber the next Council and the next Councils for many, many 

years, 20 to be exact.  What’s the payment on this building that we’re sitting in?  How long ago was that 

financed? 

 

President Gudenas – About 15 years ago payments over a million a year. 

 

Director Balazs – We’re still paying on that. 

 

Councilman Gruber – Right and we’re still going to pay on a lot of other things.  We just need to refocus on 

this.  I’m all for a new building at the Golf Course.  I talked extensively with Bobbie.  Do we need two 

kitchens at this facility, Bob DeMinico? 

 

Director DeMinico – We looked at about 7 different plans in that building to try and make everything work 

and to get the catered kitchen.  Unfortunately, we had to put two kitchens in those locations.  We tried a whole 

bunch of different configurations. 

 

Councilman Gruber – Would a new building  maybe benefit a single kitchen a little better going from scratch? 

 

Director DeMinico – If you build from scratch, yes.  That would, you would a single kitchen absolutely serve 

your snack bar/lounge and then your meeting room or whatever your banquet room. 

 

Councilman Gruber – I’m all for it, but I’m very hesitant about the amount of money we’re going to spend on  

this project.  I’ve got 53,000 other people in the City that want the roads paved.  They want their streets fixed.  

They want their curbs fixed and some of that money could go to that.  And I’ve got seniors that can’t even use 

the bathroom on the south side because it’s not handicap accessible. 

 

Councilman Delaney – Roughly, a year and a half’s worth of work went into this project and as we heard 

earlier $230,000 are already invested.  Councilman Gruber raises some excellent points.  We have a lot of 

work to do.  Every year we have a lot of work to do and every year we collect money and money is tight.  

We’re always going to spend a lot of money.  The only way to get to the next priority is to finish the work we 

started.  We can’t continue to drag our feet.  We can’t continue to spin our wheels in the sand.  Councilman 

Lisy mentioned the Chamber of Commerce, also the Softball Hall of Fame moved their golf outing to 

Concord.  We lose thousands of rounds of golf a year and we have to keep up.  If we’re not going to put a golf 

course there, we better have a park.  If we’re going to have a golf course, we better compete.  Because what’s 

happening is, whether you golf or not your City has to be kept up in all four corners so in order to move on to 

the next priority, we have to take care of this one.   

 We’ve heard before that interest rates are lower, probably never going to get a better deal on this.  If 

we were to leave this for a whole other few months, it won’t be a few months.  It might be a year plus.  People 
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have to be brought up to speed.  They have to be shown.  They have to bring on all the data.  I have full 

confidence in Panzica Construction.  You know, we haven’t mentioned enough that this came in lower.  Is that 

right?  The actual bids came in lower.  That’s a very, very positive attribute to this project.   

 And I remember back to a previous Committee meeting we had, Director Balazs, and we were looking 

at the project costs and I even wrote in my notes that you’re opinion of that and your synopsis you said that 

this price you’re home free.  And I’m quoting you verbatim.  Do you remember the meeting we had on the 

Senior Center that followed directly after the Council meeting? 

 

Director Balazs – I’m not sure of the home free but revenue enhancement does help. 

 

Councilman Delaney – Well, I’ll find the minutes for you.  So again, you know, two years ago these were our 

priorities.  Priorities will change in two years and we have to attack that.  We have to take that work as it 

comes.  So it’s time now to put this behind us.  Vote for it.  Let it get built and move on to the next one with 

this Council.  Thank you. 

 

Councilman McTighe – To my colleague in Ward 4, I agree with you and I go with your concerns all the way.  

But if we look at all the resolutions and ordinances that were passed months before these meetings, everyone 

was in support of this going forward.  And now we’re here at a standstill?  I mean, I was the one who wasn’t 

supporting this in the beginning saying the drawings were not right.  We’re spending too much money.   I 

think we should have been doing it a different way etc. etc.  Now all of a sudden, when the final resolution is 

presented in front of us, you’re going to bail out.  All these months of hard work from the construction 

company and so forth are there.  We need to move forward on this. 

 I totally agree the amount that we’re paying for is not right.  It’s totally not right.  We can’t do nothing 

now.  Even Panzica Construction said we’re better off building one, destroying that building and rebuilding it.  

And that’s what I thought should have happened to begin with.  We should have said look, we’re only 

spending $1.2 million.  Bob, deal with $1.2 million and get us a nice new building.  Instead we did it 

backwards.  Again, you know, so this was a priority from this Council.  We went through it.  My concerns are 

look we’re here to make sure we have Safety Forces, the streets are paved; but we need investment in the City 

too.  And if this is going to increase some money some going forward, we might as well go forward with it.  

So, Chris, I agree with you, you know, you have the issues in Ward 4 and I totally understand.  But we need to 

finally have closure on this project. 

 

President Gudenas – Good idea.  The seniors have already moved.  We’ve put them at a great inconvenience 

so that this work could progress.  The work has started.  Panzica Construction has been hired.  Again, we were 

told there were going to be savings because of that because they can oversee two projects at the same time and 

save money.  The work is started almost 300,000 has been spent.  If it’s not improved almost immediately we 

will not be able to open next year, which means the revenue coming back will be another year later.  It makes 

little sense to open a new golf course facility in October just in time to shut it down for the wintertime 

So at this stage, the work is done.  It’s exactly as we’ve been talking about.  We’ve had numerous 

votes on this thing over the last year and a half.  I think they’ve more or less been either 8-1 or 9-0 in favor 

throughout this whole process and all that’s left now is to finish the work and open up next year.  And of 

course, we’re not even taking into account all the new revenue that whoever it be either the City or private 

operator will bring in from the new facility.  We already have seven private firms giving us proposals for us to 

review, which will clearly be additional money coming in and there’s no ifs, ands or buts about it.  They’re 

already willing to sign a contract right now guaranteed minimum amount of revenue for the City.  So all that’s 

left is to vote one last time.  Actually, it’s the last thing on the agenda, very fitting, anything else to add? 

 

Councilman Sustarsic – Yes, I’d like to talk again.  Okay, sure, there has been a lot of legislation, resolutions, 

various amendments made to various pieces of legislation.  But at the same time, there was like something on 

our part because we were told, and shame on us because we believed it, that was going to be the final price.  It 

was going to be a hell of a lot less than it is now.  And so consequently there are concerns because it is a 

higher price.  And I don’t care what anybody says I can remember golf outings in the past, there was no 

problem with organizations that would go to the Manor, with organizations that would go to the Irish 

American Club or to Tizzano’s.  And at the same time it helps those businesses because they’re struggling 

right about this time in our economy just like everybody else.  So I think it would behoove this City and 

especially the next Council for us to step back and rethink this as far as the monies that are getting spent.  

Because if, say you do put in a banquet facility, I think it’s redundant with the facilities that we have now with 

the catering companies with party centers because we’re hurting them.  And I don’t think we should be in 

competition with them.   

 In the past, councils have been accused of being in the real estate business now among other things, 

we’re going to be in the catering business.  And I don’t think that’s right and from a monetary standpoint it’s 

definitely not right.  So again, that’s all I have to say.  I’ll let everybody, you can vote your conscience on this, 

but at the same time I think it’s a mistake because I think it will be money ill-spent because in the long run it’ll 
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be hurting other businesses in the community.  And we’ll be taking on more debt that I think is unnecessary.  

Thank you. 

 

Councilman Sustarsic moved to close debate; seconded by Councilman McTighe.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Delaney, Holzheimer Gail, Langman, Lisy, McTighe, Miller, Gudenas 

                 Nays:  Gruber, Sustarsic 

Passed. 

 

CEREMONIAL RESOLUTIONS 

  Res. 218-2003 (584-03) Councilman Michael McTighe 
A resolution of appreciation for Councilman Michael McTighe in recognition of two years of dedicated  

service to the residents of the City of Euclid as Councilman-at-Large.  (Sponsor Mayor Oyaski and Council) 

  Res. 219-2003 (585-03) Dr. Frederick Lisy 
A resolution of appreciation to Dr. Frederick Lisy for his distinguished services to the City of Euclid while 

serving as Councilman-at-Large.  (Sponsored by Mayor Oyaski and the entire Council) 

  Res. 220-2003 (588-03) Council President Ed Gudenas 
A resolution of appreciation to Council President Ed Gudenas in recognition of his two years of service to the 

citizens of Euclid.  (Sponsored by Mayor Oyaski and entire Council) 

  Res. 221-2003 (589-03) East Shore Church 
A resolution of congratulations to the East Shore Church on the celebration of its 75th Anniversary.   

(Sponsored by Mayor Oyaski and the entire Council) 

  Res. 222-2003 (590-03) Donna Sudar 
A resolution of congratulations to Donna Sudar upon being awarded the National PTA Life Achievement 

Award.  (Sponsored by Mayor Oyaski and the entire Council) 

  Res. 223-2003 (591-03) Councilwoman D. Fay Miller 
A resolution of appreciation to Councilwoman D. Fay Miller for an outstanding 20 years of public service on 

Euclid City Council.  (Sponsored by Mayor Oyaski and the entire Council) 

 

Councilwoman Miller moved for passage; seconded by Councilman Lisy.  Passed by acclamation. 

 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

Councilman McTighe moved to go into the Committee of the Whole; seconded by Councilman Delaney.  

Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Mr. Jerry Corbran – 24250 Maplewood Dr.  As we bid farewell to this Council and its leadership, perhaps a 

review of its accomplishments is in order.  You twice saved layoffs by reducing spending for City workers in 

Spring 2002 and the Police and Fire layoffs in early 2003.  Perhaps Mayor Campbell of Cleveland should hire 

outgoing Councilmen Gudenas and Lisy to help them make their, avert their massive police and fire layoffs.  

This Council averted a threatened try for a tax levy with spending cuts of $3 million.   

 In construction start, the long-sought lakefront development with the marina is underway with 

taxes generated from private investment paying the City’s share of a breakwall through a long-ignored 

procedure called Tax Increment Financing, TIF.  There are no new taxes required for the general public in this 

project.  A long delayed Senior Center is underway using capital improvement funds.  There are no new taxes 

for that project.  A Golf Course Clubhouse renovation is underway using golf revenues to pay for it no new 

taxes there.  A magnificent private housing development is underway at E. 205th and Edgecliff featuring 

homes in the half-million-dollar range.  No new taxes or rebates by the City.  A much-needed renovation of 

Memorial Park is in our future funded by a brilliant lease arrangement for a billboard.  No new taxes required.  

We have disc golf at Sims Park with a new City Fayre site there.  Revitalization has taken place at Russell 

Avenue and Hillandale parks, no new taxes required.   

 As I speak, the Council inspired Shore Center revitalization is underway.  A new restaurant 

building, a bank opening and a major building and parking lot renovations are underway at the shopping plaza 

containing Dave’s Supermarket.  No new taxes required there.   

 The formation of the Vision Committee Community Development Corporation will surely lead 

to business development in this City.  The Council inspired hiring of C Richard Ellis real estate brokerage has 

successfully sold several properties throughout the City, notably PMX and the old fire station. 

 This Council inspired confidence in its citizenry.  The Lakeshore Group was formed promoting 

the City and its businesses.  The Shore Cultural Centre and its orchestra have come alive.  The Upstage Player 

continue to charm.  This Council and its leadership has this great City on a roll.  Thank you. 

 

Ms. Regina Hauck – 116 E. 197 St.  First I would like to congratulate all the winners in the recent election.  I 

wish everyone the best of luck.  I hope you continue to move the City in the forward direction started in the 

past two years.   
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 I also want to recognize some members of Council that will not be here at the next meeting.  

Councilwoman Miller, you have given us many years of your service.  You are leaving because of term limits.  

I know this would not be your choice otherwise.  Thank you for all your years of hard work for our City.   

 Councilman McTighe, I don’t know what to say.  The Councilman McTighe I saw tonight I 

wish I had seen for the last two years.  I wish you well in your new job and your new city. 

 Councilman Lisy and Council President Gudenas, I am honored to have been given the 

opportunity to know each of you.  I admire each of you more than you will ever know.  You are both honest, 

ethical, intelligent men.  I am thankful that you have shared your vision of Euclid with me.  You had given me 

the hope for the future of our City.  You are both extremely successful businessmen far exceeding our City’s 

boundaries.  You have both unselfishly given up your personal and professional lives in order to make Euclid 

a better place for all of us.  For the sake of the City I hope that each of you remains in Euclid and continues to 

stay involved in some way.  Thank you for everything you have done to move this City forward and I want to 

personally thank you both for the time you have spent with me.  I’m a better person for having met both of 

you.  God bless both of you. 

 

Ms. Linda Erb – 25511 Edgecliff.  I think it’s very fitting, as President Gudenas said, that the last piece of 

legislation was the golf course.  And I think it just proves yet again that Ed Gudenas and Fred Lisy never gave 

up on us.  And I just want you to know how much I appreciate your service and it’s been an honor to know to 

you. 

 

Ms Susan McGinn – 141 Sunnycliff Dr.  Some of what I’m saying is a little bit redundant to Mr. Corbran, but 

I’m going to go ahead with it.  I’m here tonight because I want to thank two gentlemen who in my opinion 

have done more to help move our City forward in the last two years than anyone else in our recent history.  

Let me just remind you of a few things these men have done for our City. 

 When the Mayor proposed layoffs of the school crossing guards, these men went to the School 

Superintendent and worked out a plan to avoid the layoffs.  When the Mayor proposed layoffs of the fire, 

police and fire, these men worked with the safety forces and unions to develop a plan to delay compensation.  

As a result, there were no safety force layoffs.  When the Animal Shelter was closed because of budgeting, 

these men worked with the citizens to reopen the Shelter.  These men found that the City was paying property 

taxes on land that should have been tax exempt.  These men voted not to put a tax increase on the ballot twice.  

These men vowed to maintain City services without increasing our taxes.  These men helped bring lakefront 

development to the City that has been promised and only talked about for 25 years.  Ground has been broken 

for a new Senior Center.  Plans are underway for an improved Golf Clubhouse.  Thank you. 

 The E. 205th Street project is worth more money because these men got involved and would not 

settle for a mediocre plan.  Homes in that development will range from $350-565,000.  This is more than 

anywhere else in this City.  These men worked to form the Vision 2020 and the Euclid Community 

Development Corporation.  Both of these groups will, hopefully, change the future of our City. 

 These are all tangible things.  But the most important thing they gave the people of this City is 

hope.  And I know, speaking for myself, my neighbors, my friends and approximately 5,000 voters give or 

take a few. We had hope.  Hopefully, this new Council can continue this.  I’m not sure. 

 It was St. Augustine that said of this virtue, hope.  Hope has two lovely daughters, anger and 

courage.  Anger so that what must not be will not be and courage so that what can be will be.  These men have 

sacrificed their families and businesses to serve our City.  They have performed many selfless acts as our 

representatives.  They have made me proud of my City once again.  I want to publicly thank these men for all 

they have done for us.  These men are Council President Ed Gudenas and Councilman Dr. Fred Lisy.  Please 

join me in giving them a round of applause. 

 

Mr. Tod Guntner – 390 E. 257.  In just two short weeks from tonight, someone is going to win a $1500 

computer system.  This was donated to Euclid Pet Pals by Soho Tech Village so that we can raise money to 

help keep the Animal Shelter open.  We are well on our way to our goal of approximately $2,000 as the 

donations keep coming in.  I would like to ask everybody that does not have a ticket to buy one.  They are 

only a dollar or 6 for 5.  Don’t miss out on your chance to win a brand new computer. 

 Now, we have a couple of special things going on at the Animal Shelter.  First of all is we have 

a special schedule this week.  Tomorrow, Wednesday and Friday we’re open our regular hours from 11 to 5.  

And for the first time in almost a year we’re going to be open on Thursday evening.  The hours will be 1-7.  

We are continuing our hours at this time on Saturday from 11 to 4.  So if you can’t buy a ticket tonight, drop 

by the Animal Shelter or give them a call.  It’s 289-2057.  Do appreciate everyone’s support.  We need all 

your help so please continue to support the Animal Shelter.  And for those of you that saw the white shepherd 

on the cliff that was rescued by our Fire Department and the Animal Shelter.  He has a deposit on him.  With 

any luck he will be going home tomorrow.  And if it is not so luck, one of our Council members has offered to 

adopt that animal.  Thank you, Mr. Gruber, if we cannot find a suitable home for this shepherd.  Well, we’ve 

had contacts from as far away as Tennessee.  So that particular animal will be adopted.  I see no problems with 

that at all. 
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 Again, I’d like to thank everyone for their support of Euclid Pet Pals over the last 5 months.  

And hopefully, continued support from the new Council and the public.  Have a great evening. 

 

Mr. Tom Cooke –23100 Chardon Rd.  Just a few comments, thank you for the passage of the Golf Clubhouse 

budget.  It is definitely a step in the right direction.   

 Mr. Gruber, I understand your concerns and Mr. Sustarsic, regarding the budget and the 

spiraling cost.  One thing I can guarantee you as a builder for 28 years the cost will do nothing but go up every 

year.  That’s one thing you can pretty well guarantee.  So the quicker you build it the cheaper it is. 

 Also there is risk involved in moving a City forward.  It does not come risk free.  That is 

something that I see more people hedging on.  And if you do not take the risk, you are not going to gain 

anything.  We must look forward.  We cannot look to the past.  We live in the present and we look to the 

future.  Just a few examples, Richmond Mall, everybody knows that place was dead 10 years ago, 12 years 

ago.  When Simon Properties took that over and started to renovate it, it spiraled as far as new businesses and 

people coming to shop there.  You have a new theatre; you have a new Kaufmann’s.  It just keeps on going.  

People like brand new buildings.  They like brand new facilities.  Same thing at the University and Cedar 

Shopping Center, that place is just going out of control.  It’s actually gone to the point where it’s really not 

conducive for people to live there, in my opinion, because the traffic is so high. 

 Legacy Village, another prime example, the traffic there is horrendous but the developers love 

it.  Although I am not condoning that, what I am saying is that people like things that are brand new.  Build it 

brand new and they will come.   

 Also regarding capital improvements, I understand streets and curbs are definitely a priority.  In 

the next Administration I’m not looking at your streets and curbs, I’m looking at, I would like to see the fire 

station reopened.  I would also like to see, looking forward to not only building new fire stations but also a 

new police station.  You have a police station that was built in 1951.  It is not exactly providing the services to 

the City of Euclid that it was at that time.  The demands have definitely, have definitely changed.  So we 

definitely have to be looking in that direction.  We have to look that far out.  Thank you. 

 

Mr. Victor Goodman – 20201 Glen Russ Lane, Indian Hills represented.  This is a marvelous country and a 

great City to live in.  I now have the option of choosing any long distance company I prefer at a competitive 

rate and it comes to me miraculously over the same exact wires that were monopolized only years ago.  I can 

even today get local phone company competitive rates over the same monopolized lines that used to bring 

only one.  Why even the City, and I received this in my mail today, even the City has helped the citizens of 

Euclid to achieve better rates for electric and gas.  And miraculously and unbelievably, those also come over 

lines and pipes that used to be monopolized.  But there is a company servicing this City that is a monopoly and 

is ripping off the people of Euclid. 

 Ironically also because this came in the mail, but when I got my little love letter from Adelphia 

telling me once again they’re improving my services by reducing them or raising them.  I currently pay $60, 

$67.50 not counting tax or whatever.  For that I receive great cable that I want and two premium channels.  

Now they tell me that they would like to save me an incredible $48.60, of course, I have to lose one of my 

premium channels; but they’re giving me better service.  But of course if I’m willing to pay $83.40 more, I 

can have exactly what I’ve had now.  This would be like going to McDonald’s and getting a value meal and all 

of a sudden for $4 every day and now they tell me, gee, guess what?  It’s only 3.95, but we’re not including 

the drink.  But hey, it’s okay.  They’re raising our prices continually. 

 The Plain Dealer, thank God we have a newspaper, on the Plain Dealer on Saturday, November 

8th, issued a front page business article that said Adelphia to raise its rates in northeast Ohio.  Adelphia has 

reshuffled its digital television and Internet offerings into, which basically means that there will be higher 

rates for all services in northeast Ohio.  So I ask an outgoing Council and an incoming Council, an outgoing 

Mayor and an incoming Mayor, an outgoing Council President and an incoming Council President, why is that 

the cities of Shaker Heights, North Randall, Westlake, Independence, Maple Heights, North Olmsted, 

Middleburg Heights, Brooklyn Heights, Berea, Strongsville, Garfield Heights and Cuyahoga Falls, all have 

competitive people to bid for the services of cable?  All those, this article also states that if you live in Shaker 

Heights for the same service I will pay in Euclid, I would pay considerably less because it’s competitive.  So I 

urge this Council and the Council to come to protect the City of Euclid residents from being ripped off by 

Adelphia because there is no competition. 

 I called Adelphia when I got my letter and said let me know this is going to work.  And what 

they told me was that, you know, if you stay, if you want to get a reduced rate, you have to lose a premium 

channel.  I said well, do I tell you which one I want to lose if that is the case?  They said no, we choose it.  

Okay?  That’s what the service guy told me.  There’s something rotten in Denmark leaking into Euclid when I 

pay for a service and am told what I’m going to get or not.  It is the duty of Council.  It is the duty of 

Administration to protect its citizens from being ripped off and Adelphia is ripping us off.  And I urge all 

citizens to inundate the phones of Adelphia and let them know your opinions.  Thank you.  I’ll be watching 

what you do.   
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President Gudenas – Incidentally because of Federal laws, cities can no longer have exclusive agreements.  

Monopolies are no longer permitted including here in Euclid that we are open to competition.  It’s just that no 

other company has yet shown an interest.  Usually they’ll go to the more affluent areas first and then work 

their way down. 

 

Mr. Goodman – Let’s encourage them to come to Euclid. 

 

President Gudenas – That’s a good idea.  I’m sure the next Council will have it on their first agenda. 

 

Mr. Dennis Berzinskas – 20890 S. Lake Shore Blvd.  Council, Council that’s staying, pass on your 

knowledge, what you’ve gained over the past 2 years to our new Council members.  They’ll need the help.   

 Fay Miller, thank you for being an educator in our City and thank you for being an educator 

here at Council and all your committees.  And I’m sure at times during different Council meetings you thought 

you were in school with unruly kids.   

 Fred Lisy, enough cannot be said about you from your friends.  I’ll leave it there. 

 Edmond Gudenas, thank you for your help.  Thank you for your inspiration.  I hope it goes a 

long way with the new Council that we can get to be the City that we want, the City we need.  Ed, thank you; 

Fred, thank you; Fay, thank you. 

 

President Gudenas – Wait one second, we’re just going to switch the tape.  We’re not going to do our normal 

7-minute break because we may never come back again.  So stay right there.  We’ll take a break for 2 minutes 

just so they can switch the tape.  Don’t leave the room and then we’ll finish up. 

  

Mr. William Hilf – 891 E. 237th.  First, I’d like to congratulate those who won in the election on November 4th 

including my opponent, Mr. Daly.  I wish them luck and all the success. 

 As I did in 2001, I’d also like to thank the outgoing Council and this time Mayor for all the 

work that they’ve put in and  ask that, as I did in 2001, that you remain involved because it is the citizens and 

the citizen groups, such as the Pet Pals and the Police Athletic League and other neighborhood associations, 

etc. that make this City as strong as it is. 

 And speaking of such community groups, I’m here tonight to shill for Upstage Players.  Our 

theatre company that we have at Shore Cultural Centre in Room 227.  Upstate Players is proud to announce 

auditions for Annie.  This is our 10th Anniversary season.  We’re doing a show that we did back in our second 

season and auditions will be December 6th and 13th for actors and actresses ages 6 to 15.  We’re asking that 

any of the actors that are 10-15 prepare a song as well.  We’ll be teaching everyone a song.  Everyone wants to 

attend the full audition slot and that performance dates will be in April.  I did leave flyers out in the lobby.  

I’m hoping that it’ll make it onto Channel 23.  I’ve given the notice to the Euclid Sun Journal and now that 

I’m back to being just Citizen Hilf I will once again be writing the Shore Report for The Euclid Observer 

where it will also be printed.  They’ll be in the December issue.  What I have here is a copy of the November 

issue, one of the copies that wasn’t burned at a rally by Ms. Hufnagle.  So I don’t know what in here but in the 

December you will have the Shore Report coming to you again from William Hilf giving you all the ins and 

outs that are happening at Shore Cultural Centre, the jewel and the heart of downtown Euclid. 

 I thank the people that thought enough of me to vote for me on November 4th and I do, again, 

wish Mr. Daly all the luck and success as he serves the City for the next two years.  Thank you. 

 

Mr. Mike DiDomenico – 24770 Farringdon Ave.  I’d like to offer my thanks to Mr. Gudenas and Mr. Lisy for 

their two years of outstanding work.  During your short tenure, I saw the City move forward.  You gentlemen 

have talent, intelligence and integrity.  Because of your diligence, you made things happen and solved tough 

problems and you had to do this through an economic, a national economic downturn.  I’m sorry to see both of 

you leave the City service.  I for one didn’t believe the City needed to be saved.  I felt we were on a good 

course.  I hope we can stay that course and I know in a couple of weeks from now there will still be some 

intelligent and talented people sitting in these chairs.  So thank you, again, and that’s all I got to say. 

 

Ms. Jennifer Trickett – 74 E. 197th St.  I would just like to offer my sincere thanks and gratitude to the 

majority of Council who have truly worked hard to put this City on the right track to living up to its potential.  

Despite the roadblocks thrown up by certain members of the current Administration so much has been 

accomplished by this Council and spending has been reduced by almost $3 million.  They were able to see the 

big picture.  They have served the City for the betterment of the community as a whole. 

 There are a few people in particular I’d like to thank personally for their service to this City.  

Councilman Miller, thank you so much for your years of dedication and service to the City to the best of your 

ability not only as a Councilwoman but also as a teacher.  I wish the best to you in your retirement. 

 Council President Ed Gudenas, thank you.  You have been the true visionary for the City for 

many years.  You have restored the faith in many that good things can actually happen for Euclid.  Under your 

leadership plans that had only been discussed for years were turned into action.  Actions speak louder than 

words; but unfortunately and sadly, political money speaks louder than them all.  You have definitely shown 
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your bright light for the future for the City of Euclid.  I sincerely hope the incoming Administration led by Bill 

Cervenik realizes that we must continue this forward progress and not revert back to the status quo decline of 

the years prior to two years ago.   

 Councilman Fred Lisy, thank you, from the bottom of my heart, thank you.  Thank you so 

much for working so incredibly hard so passionately for the good of our City as a whole.  You’re undying 

commitment to making this City work and thrive has been truly amazing and unmatched.  Your passion for 

wanting to make this City better and having the faith that it can be better and that its citizens deserve better has 

been truly inspiring.  I sincerely hope the new Council realizes the importance and success of the Vision 2020 

organization and the Euclid Community Development Corporation formed by you along with Councilwoman 

Holzheimer Gail and keeps these programs in tact.  Your knowledge and understanding of the figures and your 

business background have been an invaluable asset to Council the past two years.  I appreciate the sacrifices 

you and Angie have made for all the other families who call Euclid home, have down roots here and 

desperately want to stay.  You have instilled hope in all of us, thank you. 

 

Ms. Alexandra Corp – 104 E. 197 St.  I would like to thank this Council for its  hard work over the past two 

years.  I’ve been impressed by your innovative ideas and strong-will dedication to improving Euclid.  Thank 

you for the development that has started.  I hope it will continue through the incoming Council.  For those 

Council members who will not be returning, I hope your dedication to Euclid will be expressed in other 

capacity for you’ll be sorely missed.   

 I’d also like to thank this Council for recognizing Donna Sudar with a proclamation this 

evening.  She is an advocate for children, public education and this community and to have her recognized 

tonight was wonderful.  Thank you very much. 

 And last, just a quick note of concern that I would like to express to Mr. DeMinico, it came to 

my attention on Friday at the Euclid Hockey Association meeting that it may be the plan of the Recreation 

Department to raise the fees for the hockey parents.  And it’s not the fee raise that I’m concerned about, my 

concern is where that money will be spent.  My hope is that if you will be raising our fees that you’ll be 

putting some of that money toward the ice rink.  As you know, it’s in desperate need of repair.  And if you’ve 

ever been in those locker rooms and looked up at the ceilings, they’re cracking and falling down.  And I hate 

to bring this up at a Council meeting but if you were ever to go in those bathrooms in the locker rooms, they 

are so atrocious and they smell so bad because they are so old and some of the sinks don’t work.  And 

whenever we have out of town, away teams come in and they get assigned the back rooms, I groan knowing 

that they have to go through those locker rooms.  And they really, that money needs to go to the ice rink.  So 

on behalf of the ice rink, I hope that when you raise our fees please show us what you’ll be doing with our 

money and show us that it will be going towards the ice rink and not other programs.  Thank you. 

 

Director DeMinico – As a matter of fact, we have a meeting on Friday regarding the ice arena locker rooms.  

We’re going to be addressing the ceilings and the lighting situation in there.  So you are correct, we are 

anticipating an increase taken to our Recreation Commission in the January meeting.  We’re still talking with 

Board members but we are going to be making some improvements, hopefully, before the first of the year to 

those locker rooms. 

 

Ms. Corp – Thank you very much, thank you. 

 

Mr. Dennis Fricky – 141 E. 280th.  To all the outgoing members, thank you very much for your service.  

Second thing, I want to just kind of thank all the volunteers for the Taxpayers Alliance that did hours and 

hours and hours and hours and received no pay for that. 

 Next thing, I guess, would be thank you for your leadership again, Council President Gudenas 

and Councilman Dr. Lisy about the golf course.  Our head was spinning back there with all the numbers, but 

Mr. Balazs, I think, understood what was going on there and that’s all that counts.  By the way probably, Mr. 

Balazs, you’re going to miss Dr. Lisy very much like all of us will. 

 I just have a couple comments about ideas.  You know, in politics if you don’t have any ideas, 

nobody’s against you.  It’s when you come up with ideas that, you know, there’s always going to be somebody 

against you, I mean, to say something about you.  I mean, whether it’s right or wrong, in fact, I think in 

America we had a party it was called the do nothing party at one time.  In other words, you could get elected 

by just not doing anything so thank God that you guys came along and want to do something but, you know, 

you get a lot of enemies doing that. 

 The next thing, to all the new members, I hope you have some ideas.  This was kind of the 

main point and this is kind of simplifying it, but you need to bring in money into this City with ideas just to 

bring money in through business and no new taxes.  I’ve said that many times to everybody, but only once up 

here this is twice.  No new taxes, no new taxes. 

 The next thing I’d like to especially thank Councilman President Gudenas and Councilman Dr. 

Lisy.  I mean, I could stand up here all day and talk about your accomplishments but I think everybody kind 

of, kind of covered that.  All Euclid will miss you, your ideas, your energy, Fred, your energy and your 
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dedication.  And the last parting thought goes out to all the Euclid residents.  You don’t know what you have 

until you lose it.  Thank you. 

 

Mr. Dennis Glasney – 731 E. 263rd St.  I’d like to just take this opportunity to congratulate those of you on 

Council who won re-election to those of you in the audience who will be about to take place up here on the 

Council floor.   

 Councilman McTighe, I’d like to personally thank you on behalf of the employees for the 

support that you showed for us repeatedly through legislation that you either tried to get passed yourself or 

that you voted on in support of the employees. 

 Councilwoman Miller, I don’t think there’s anything I can say that already hasn’t been said 

about you this evening.  I want to personally thank you for all the things you’ve done for the employees over 

the years.  You made a statement up there about how important your relationship with the employees was and 

it showed over the years.  You repeatedly supported us and stood up for us and I want you to know on behalf 

of all City employees, we appreciate that and we thank you and we’re going to miss you. 

 I’d also like to say that on behalf of the election and what has culminated as a result of that that 

I hope this will be a new era for the City of Euclid.  And I hope that this will start an era of cooperation 

between Council and the new Administration and that everyone’s priority will be what is best for the City and 

moving this City on into the future.  And I hope that any personal, political agendas or anything of that nature 

will be put aside and we will work for the betterment of this City in the future.  So I’d like to thank all of you 

for that tonight. 

 

Mr. Jon Herak – 78 E. 224th.  I would like to thank Councilmen Ed Gudenas and Fred Lisy as well as all the 

Council members for all the hours of work they have put into trying to make Euclid a better place to live.  I 

hope the new Council will meet our future objectives with as much as vigor, dedication and intelligence as this 

past Council has displayed.  I really feel that with the last election newly elected Council members Daryl 

Langman, Pat Delaney, Fred Lisy and Ed Gudenas raised the bar from what we had experienced in the past 

from our Council members.  My hope is that our new Council members don’t that bar.  Thank you. 

 

Ms. Maureen Kolenc – 27261 Forestview.  I just wanted to thank a few members of the Council here tonight 

for settling this thing with the lawsuit with the lifeguards.  Ed Gudenas, Pat Delaney, Kirsten Holzheimer Gail, 

Daryl Langman, Fred Lisy worked wonderful with us parents.  Police Chief Maine, who helped us along the 

way.  But I can’t say too much about the other members of the Administration on this.  Thank you and good 

night. 

 

President Gudenas – I see no one else to congratulate us. 

 

Councilwoman Miller moved to rise and report; seconded by Councilman McTighe.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

COUNCILMEN’S COMMENTS 

President Gudenas – And as we started so we shall finish, Councilman Delaney, you’re number 1. 

 

Councilman Delaney – Mayor Oyaski, what can I say?  Remarkable, 25 years of service to this community, 

one of the things that you’ve always said that I believe was that you had your dream job.  This was it.  Well, 

you’re a young man and you’ve got a whole other life in front of you and I wouldn’t be surprised to see you 

back. 

 

Mayor Oyaski – Thank you. 

 

Councilman Delaney – It’s an honor to be on this Council with you as our Mayor. 

 Mike McTighe, incredible young man, bucked a lot of voting trends, got himself elected.  He 

stuck in there, showed a lot of guts.  In spite of his own mistakes, he kept coming back and I do appreciate his 

voracity and his work ethic. 

 Fred Lisy, Ed Gudenas, remarkable, the hours you put in, too bad I couldn’t keep up.  But the 

leadership you showed, the intelligence, truly amazing.  And I most of all would thank you for your 

friendship. 

 Fay Miller, the Dean of Council, I think that name should be retired after tonight.  We may 

never have a dean of Council, certainly your work will never, ever, ever be repeated.  As the time you put in 

and the great things you brought to the City.  And you’re one of those few people that when I think of the 

cornerstones of Euclid, you’re one of the first that come to mind.   

 But I look forward to the future and say good night, tonight, and hello, tomorrow.  As everyone 

will, the sun will come up.  Thank you. 

 

Councilman Gruber – Leaf pickup, Mr. Gall, would you like to touch that subject for a minute.  I try to explain 

to folks we’re about a week or so behind and be patient that they’re on their way. 
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Superintendent Gall –I as well have been fielding a lot of calls in that regard.  I can assure you all that our 

employees are working as diligently as possible.  As was stated in the newspaper, most of the leaves fell on 

that one weekend, the first weekend in November.  It simply overwhelmed the Department.  And as well I 

should note it overwhelmed the neighborhood communities’ departments as well.  Everybody seems to be 

having a problem with that. 

 Current status, we should be through with Friday’s group tonight, I was told.  And it’s going to 

take a couple days to get caught up on Monday’s route.  We’ll continue to pick up until December 5th.  I’m 

confident we’ll get all the leaves up by then and I’d appreciate your patience until then. 

 

Councilman Gruber – Thank you, Director.  I’d also like to congratulate Ed Gudenas and his fine work he did 

here at the City.  We didn’t always see eye-to-eye but at the end of the day things, most of the time, worked 

out for the best.  So I wish you the best of the luck.  

 Fred Lisy, Dr. Lisy, same thing, it was a pleasure working with you.  I always thought you 

were one of the brightest stars to come along in a long time. 

 Councilman McTighe, always a pleasure.   

 Councilwoman Miller, you never stop teaching.  You were always there whenever any of us 

needed you.  Give guidance, support, wisdom and it was a true pleasure and I’m glad you consider us part of 

your family.  Hope I’m not the red-haired stepchild.  It was a true pleasure and I wish the best of luck to you 

and your mother in any future endeavors you do. 

 Mayor Oyaski, thank you for your service to the City of Euclid, the time you spent, the advice 

good, bad and ugly that you’ve given us all.  I appreciate what you’ve done for the City and all the good that 

you’ve accomplished. 

 I’m looking forward to serving with the new Council and I’d like to thank the people of Euclid 

for their support in the last election and I’d like to wish a Happy Birthday to Bobbie Christopher.  Thank you. 

 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail – First, I’d like to add my congratulations to Donna Sudar.  I’ve had the 

chance to work with her both as the president of her neighborhood association as well as through some of the 

PTA’s and school committee program and campaigns.   And she certainly is somebody who walks the walk.  

She’s not just talk the talk.  She works very hard and Euclid schools are better for it as well as her 

neighborhood and our whole community.  We’re lucky to have her in Euclid. 

 Mike, best of luck to you, it’s been exciting and interesting working with you and I appreciate 

the chance that we had to do that.   

 Ed, also to you, thanks for your support through the years.  We’ve accomplished a lot and I 

think Euclid’s a better place for the work that you’ve done. 

 Fred, I’ve really enjoyed working with you.  I think you’ve put more into being a Councilman 

than a lot of people I know and you’ll be missed for that.  I will work very hard to make sure that the work 

we’ve done on Vision 2020 and starting the CDC will continue with the new Council.  Thank you and it’s 

been a pleasure. 

 Fay, it’s been an honor for me to work with you.  You’ve taught me a lot.  I certainly am a 

better Councilwoman for knowing you and for the help you’ve given me.  I will miss you; Euclid will miss 

your service.  I know you’ll find a way to help in another way and we’re all fortunate for that.  Thank you very 

much for all that you’ve done not only to help me but to help our community. 

 Mayor, I could say basically the same for you.  You’ve taught me a lot.  Euclid is certainly a 

better place for your service.  You’ve been forward thinking on a number of key issues.  You’ve represented 

Euclid well through your service with the First Suburbs, with the wonderful development projects we’ve 

undertaken.  I have no doubt that in your next job, your next service, you will continue to benefit Euclid in 

some way.  I’m confident of that and you’ve been wonderful public servant.  It’s been my pleasure and honor 

to work with you and to know you.  Good luck to you in what you do next. 

  

Councilman Langman – I’ll echo some of the same sentiments.  Mayor, good luck to you on your future 

endeavors, I know one of them will be fighting urban sprawl, which is a threat throughout the State and I’ll be 

there fighting with you. 

 Fay, even though you will no longer be on Council, you live in the second ward you can always 

call on me; but I’ll calling on you more.   

 Ed, in the world of ideas, you are champion.  There’s no question about that and the City’s 

benefited for your public service probably since you were a teenager.  So hope you stay involved in the 

community in some capacity because the community needs our input and needs your talents. 

 Mike, as long as your grandmother still lives in the second ward, I know I’ll be hearing from 

you.  It’s been a pleasure working with you.  Give me a call any time. 

 And Fred, well, I really the best seat in the house sitting up here the past two years because I 

get to see Fred use a laptop and crunch all those numbers.  I think especially Fred brought the right attitude to 

this table in that he didn’t just offer criticism, instead he offered a healthy skepticism and he backed it up with 

those numbers.  And you can see it in the budget process.  When you look at the 02 budget he found savings 
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about $800,000 and in the subsequent budgets he helped prevent layoffs of our Safety Forces.  He helped save 

the Animal Shelter.  You worked with the Blade and Edge Club to help preserve the ice arena and you can go 

on and on.  And so for my money, Fred Lisy brings the right qualities to public service and, Fred, thanks.  I 

appreciate working with you. 

 

Councilman Lisy – Tom Cooke came to the microphone and asked what the Hillandale project may cost, that 

23 acres of non-profit.  Well, ballpark figures, roughly $200,000 in income, in taxes to the school system 

would be lost with 23 acres of non-profit and the City would lose roughly $150,000.  That $350,000 a year if 

we use 23 acres for non-profit activities.  So I think that’s just something to, for the new Council to remember 

and my last bit of number crunching.   

 And with that I’d like to thank the Mayor, it’s been a pleasure working with you and serving 

with you.  Councilwoman Miller, it’s been a real pleasure.  I don’t know if you get to see this at home but 

every so often she leans over and gives us all advice and I really appreciate all your insights on Council.  To 

say that I served with Councilwoman Fay Miller is really a pleasure.  And the thank yous go on and on, 

especially with the Administration.  There’s a lot of people in the Administration that had a can do attitude.  I 

hope they will be continuing their efforts in the years to come along with the Council members.  We have to 

keep raising the bar in the City of Euclid.   

 Finally, I’d like to thank the Euclid residents.  I was only on Council for two years, but I was 

able to communicate and work with many outstanding employees as well as residents throughout those two 

years and it really was a joy serving you.  Thank you. 

 

Councilman McTighe – The night’s not over, I was kind of disappointed that I wasn’t able to get this on 

tonight’s agenda.  But I’m going to present this to the next Council coming in, hopefully, with the Mayor-elect 

Cervenik.  This resolution is a resolution in support of the Administration’s efforts to reorganize and 

streamline the process of housing code enforcement within the City of Euclid.  Whereas the challenges and 

trends in housing, challenges and trends in code enforcement require constant evaluation and modification in 

order to effectively protect and increase neighborhood quality value etc.  This is very important going forward.  

We saw change is good.  And, you know, I think within some of the Administration change is good too.  I 

know I’ve talked with Erik Tollerup with us and it’s something for the future Council.  We did raise the level 

within this Council and we plan on maintaining the quality of the housing stock to offer.  And hopefully, you 

know, I’ll present this Council.  Councilmen Sustarsic, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail and the other ones that were 

elect so hopefully this will come next for the next Council. 

 On that notion before I start anything I’d like to offer support and congratulations so far to the 

Villa Angela-St. Joseph football team and the best of luck in this semi-final for State Championship on 

Saturday. 

 And finally, I’d like to thank all residents in the City of Euclid for the two years of support.  I 

sit up here and I got involved within the City of Euclid because I thought there needed to be a different 

mindset perspective, thoughts.  I think I’ve offered that at times.  I’ve grown a lot, I’ve grown a lot 

individually.  I’ve learned a lot.  My business and my work has even said so and it’s been well welcomed. 

 I’d like to thank the Administration and all the individuals working with from the Police Chief, 

the Fire Chief to all the Directors up there, Director DeMinico.  To every one of my Council it’s been an 

honor.  I never thought I would see eye to eye with everyone.  I don’t think everyone saw eye to eye with me 

either, but that was good because it opened a different opinion, a different view and that’s where the future of 

Euclid is going.  I do plan to keep my residency within the City of Euclid.  I do plan to run for Council in the 

next two years so I will be keeping an eagle eye on everything that’s going on here.   

 To the Dean on my left, it’s been an honor; it’s been a privilege.  You offered a lot of support 

and, you know, we’ve gone back here and there so thank you for that. 

 Councilman Sustarsic, consistency, you know, that’s the one thing I can say and, hopefully, 

order and everything will come back and we can move and stabilize this City. 

 Councilman Delaney, I’m looking for the YMCA.  You know, this is going to be fun.  I think 

what you did with Sims Park was a great idea.  We came back here and said look what we need to do brought 

back involvement in the City.  

 Councilman Gruber, Ward 4 does need a lot of work.  I agree with you and best of luck out 

there. 

 Wardwoman from Ward 1, Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail, it’s been a blessing.  The one 

thing that I can say is that on 205 is that the whole combination of mixed housing and I just remember you 

coming over in the summer and you said, look, Mike, you know, you were right.  And that’s all right, you 

know, ideas flow and it was. 

 Councilman Langman, I’ll be calling you we have an issue, you know, will be taken care of. 

 Councilman Lisy, thank you, it’s been, I was wondered what was going on over there.  I never 

could figure it out.  I thought you had the game or something. 

 Council President Gudenas, you know you and I went back and forth.  I grew up on the same 

street with you.  We had the same goals and dreams for the City and I think, you know, even the battles that 

we’ve gone the City is better off where it stands now. 
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 The one thing I’d like to thank is my family, my father, my grandmother.  Everyone who had 

McTighe signs years ago, hopefully, two years from now we’ll see them scattered around to the City again.  

And I look forward to growing more as an individual, coming back to the City again with new ideas and 

continue where I left off.  So the best of luck to this coming Council.  The one thing that I would like to 

recommend to all the individuals coming in is that you’re a voice.  You’re here to make tough decisions.  We 

need the Safety Forces; we need streets to be paved; we need new businesses come in.  But just keep in mind, 

you know, be true to what you believe in and stand up for everyone that you represent.  And the best of luck to 

everyone and it’s been an honor and a pleasure to serve the residents, employees and everyone else within the 

City of Euclid. 

 

Councilwoman Miller – I said a lot before but I would like to thank, the statement I made before about an 

extended family, that’s exactly what I meant.  This Council has just been like family to me.  We worked hard 

together; we disagreed as you do in families and you agree on many things.  And I’m going to miss it.  I’ve 

been honored and a pleasure to serve the citizens of this community.  I hope I can still be involved with the 

community and I’m going to miss not sitting next to a Sustarsic since I got elected, 20 years ago I sat next to a 

Sustarsic, all those years. 

 Mayor, I want to wish you luck in your future and want to thank you for being a good leader 

too.  And I want to thank, as I said before, everyone, I want to wish Fred, Mike and Ed good luck.  I’m sure 

that you will still be involved in the community as you should be.  I think anyone who has been on Council or 

anyone who has run for Council and lost cares about the City and should continue to work for the City.   

 I want to thank the citizens that came up to the microphone and their kind comments to me.  

Thank you very much.  I also want to thank the phone, the people who called me and the e-mails and the cards 

that I received.  Thank you, I appreciate everything.  I shall always remember the 20 years.  Thank you and oh, 

the flowers, of course,  I can’t forget those.  Roses, my favorite, thank you. 

 

Councilman Sustarsic – First, I’d like to thank the Academy, oh, no, okay.  No, I appreciate greatly working 

with Ed, Fred, Mike and all of my colleagues on Council.  All those people that ran for Council, that’s what 

the country is all about.  You have to get involved and you don’t make improvements anywhere if you don’t 

get involved.  You have to, however, at the same time have the right, you have to agree to disagree.  I look 

forward to working with the new Council.   We’ll have some very exciting times ahead of us as you can see by 

the various issues. 

 I’d like to thank Fay for sitting next to me for I think it was 10 years the first time and 12 and 

Uncle Ed took up the rest and yeah, well, anyway.  It was a little rough at first because you were next to Uncle 

Ed, but then it got a little easier when you were next to me. 

 I’d like to thank, Paul, for his service.  Mr. Mayor, a job well done with all your expertise and 

all of your years in the Law Department and Community Development as well as the Mayor’s chair.  I’d say 

that’s about it and I’d tell people to stay tuned because this, we’re just going to keep this thing going.  

Obviously, it won’t necessarily be as contentious.  What I would like to do is get the ratings back to Monday 

Night Football a little bit and get our ratings down.  But at the same time I think we have to roll up our 

sleeves, have to put the past in the past.  Put the politics aside regardless of which side you supported and you 

all have to remember that the way you campaigned that we do have to work together and we all pledged to 

work together for continuation and progress in the City of Euclid.  Thank you. 

 

President Gudenas – One more, I had this little things prepared but I guess everything’s already been said so 

I’ll start all over.  Two years ago about this time, I really had no idea that I’d be elected so I really didn’t’ 

know what to expect when I came back to City Council here.  And I have to say every single meeting I never 

knew what to expect.  When I showed up here today, saw all the people here I go, oh-oh, are the Dancing 

Queen people back?  And I have, again, just as surprised and extraordinarily grateful for all the kind words 

and wishes that I’ve heard.  It was something that I never received before and was very grateful for all the kind 

words that I heard today.  I will remember that and am very, very grateful for all the good things that I heard 

today.   

 And I do go back, as the Mayor said, long time.  That’s about 26 years ago, right there, that the 

Mayor and I have known each other for many years.  I worked with him when he was Development Director 

and we played on the same softball team together.  Believe it or not, when he and I were running against each 

other 8 years ago, we were on the same team.  And we’ve also played against each other and he won in 

softball and he won the election too. 

 I go way back with Councilman McTighe.  I knew you before you were even born.  Your 

mother was  the treasurer of our street association and I was the president there.  And I remember going to 

your house, working on all kind of issues then and to this day, your father still lives on one end, my father’s on 

the other end.  And it’s a nice street over there and we go way back. 

 Councilwoman Miller, I remember, also probably about 20 years ago you paid a visit to our 

street association over there.  Known you ever since, served with you on Council for 6 years before and 

clearly you’re an institution here.  You’ve been, it just shows it’s a big town but a small town.  That this is the 

kind of City where public service is truly public service.  We don’t really have professional politicians like 
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you might have at the County level and other big cities.  People come to public service, they leave, they do 

this they do that they come back.  They go out, you know, they do a variety of different things as we see here 

just with the group we have today. 

 We did have quite a challenge from the very first day the very first thing on the agenda was 

approving the  resolution to make sure Shore Cultural Centre is preserved.  That was unanimously approved.  

And the last one on the agenda was to move ahead and finish up the golf course project.  And in between we 

had all kinds of big decisions that had to be made, obviously, with the Senior Center and the layoffs and tax 

increases and all kinds of neighborhood issues and budget issues and different kind of computer issues and 

cellular towers and lakefront development.  I have to say every single meeting we had was a challenge.  When 

I was back in the Ward 2 days, Joe Farrell was up here.  We would be able to more or less show up, have a 

good time.  Joe Farrell was quite an entertainer.  He did a great job.  Had a good time and go home, basically.  

Here we really had to be on the ball every single time we were here.  We always had important things to do, 

important decisions to make and because they were always important there was always passion on both sides 

to do it, not to do it or do something else.  And we had a lot of debate here.  I’d say more so than I ever 

remember because we encouraged it.  We encouraged everybody to say what you think and even like today I 

really didn’t know what the vote would be on the golf course thing.  I’m very pleased it turned out that way 

but as far as just stepping in this meeting, I thought it was just as likely it would not be approved as it was 

approved.  So every meeting was interesting.  That’s why our ratings were high ‘cause you never knew what 

would happen.  And at the end of the day I think we did a good job.  I have no regrets.  I can’t think of 

anything else that I could have done differently that I could have done better over these last two years.  I’m 

very satisfied with the way we ended up.  What we started we finished whatever we could finish and 

everything else is in the works. 

 The one thing that I will read that was in today’s Wall Street Journal editorial said leaders who 

aim for little nearly always achieve it while scurrying much less opposition.  And that is certainly the case 

because if you don’t try anything, than no one’s going to be against you.  And we did try; we did achieve.  I’m 

very grateful, grateful for the Mayor.  I’m sure you’ll do very well.  To all of our Council members, to all the 

great citizens here who’s support I’ve had since, some people told me they voted for me when I was 19 and 

they’re still voting for me.  And one of these days it may work out.  In the meantime, thank you for everybody 

and wish everyone the best of luck and good luck to you.  God bless and stay tuned for two weeks from now. 

 

Councilwoman Miller – On behalf of Council, I would like to thank Regina and Paul for all of their work 

during the two years. 

 

President Gudenas – Regina actually makes this seat work here and Paul’s done a great job.  You’re an 

institution here so you’ll be the Dean of Council Clerks.  And we do have I believe a reception in the rotunda, 

cake, so please stay for it and the good stuff also.  Good night and God bless. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Councilman Lisy moved to adjourn; seconded by Councilman McTighe.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Attest: 

 

 

 

 

 

_______________________________________                 ____________________________________ 

Clerk of Council                         President of Council 

 

 


