
COUNCIL MINUTES 

December 15, 2003 

 

The regular City Council meeting was held on Monday, December 15, 2003 at 7 p.m. in the Euclid City Hall 

Council Chamber.  President Sustarsic presided. 

 

Members Present: Daly, Delaney, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Hufnagle, Langman, Mancuso, Sustarsic, 

Sustarsic 

 

Others Present: Mayor Cervenik, Finance Director Johnson, Service Director Gulich, Acting Parks & 

Recreation Director Will, Acting CS&ED Director Gliha, Acting Law Director Vento, 

Zoning Commissioner Hayes, Building Commissioner Apanasewicz, Fire Chie Dworning, 

Police Chief Maine, Budget manager Beckwith, Housing Manager Tollerup, Senior 

Programs Manager Hastert-Wolf, Sgt.-at-Arms Nagy, Clerk of Council Cahill 

 

COMMUNICATIONS 

Council has received the following communication: 

A summary of legislation on tonight’s agenda by Acting Law Director Vento. 

 

COUNCIL MINUTES 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail moved to approve the Council Minutes of December 1, 2003; seconded by 

Councilman Gruber.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

ADMINISTRATION REPORTS & COMMUNICATIONS 

Mayor Cervenik – I’ve got a quick report from our Service Director Hank Gulich. 

 

Director Gulich – Just to remind all our residents out there the final two weeks right up to December 31st, 

you’ll be able to sign up for the Summer Sprinkling Program for 2004.  We need to have you get your card in 

and your one-time $10 fee by December 31st so that we can get all this information into the Cleveland Water 

Department.  In our first year 2003 we realized $35,000 worth of benefits to residents who signed up for this 

Summer Sprinkling Program in its first year.  And again, you have until December 31st to get that in if you 

want to get a discount for 2004.  Please remember if you’re already signed up, you’re in it for good.  You 

don’t have to sign up ever again.  And again to realize a savings, you have to use more water during the 

summer billing period as opposed to the winter period.  If you don’t use more water if you don’t sprinkle a lot, 

you really have to think, look at your past bills and see if it’s worthwhile for you to sign up for this program.  

Thank you, Mayor. 

 

Mayor Cervenik presented Res. 237-2003 of Appreciation to Chris Wilbur and Cameron Zwagerman of 

Hilltop Village. 

 

Mayor Cervenik presented Res. 236-2003 of Appreciation to Diane Hovan, Lois Calderwood, Barb Comiskey 

of the Aging Services Network of Euclid. 

 

Mayor Cervenik presented a Proclamation declaring December 15, 2003 Bikes for Kids Day to Mitch Ury, 

General Manager of Rick Case Honda for their participation in the Bikes for Kids Program. 

 

Mayor Cervenik – Mr. Chairman, outside of wishing City Council, members of my Administration and the 

residents of Euclid a very happy and healthy holiday season and New Year’s.  The Administration reports are 

concluded. 

 

REPORTS & COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Councilman Gruber moved to receive and approve the Minutes of the Organizational Meeting of Council of 

December 1, 2003; Humane Officer’s Report of 11/10/03; Board of Control 11/10/03, 11/17/03, 11/24/03 and 

12/1/03.  Councilwoman Mancuso seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

Councilman Sustarsic moved to go to the Committee of the Whole for Legislative Matters Only; seconded by 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail. 

 

President Sustarsic – And again to remind you that this is the public portion of the meeting where the public 

can address any item on the agenda.  If you can come to the podium, please, on my left, state your name, 

address.  The 5-minute limit is appropriate and at the same time just to give everyone a heads up prior to going 

into that there will be no need for discussion that is we have second and third readings this evening on Items 1, 

2, 3, 4 and 5.  Thank you very much. 

 

Dr. Vic Leanza – 25653 Edgecliff.  Right on the lake, moved to Euclid little over 5 years ago after living in 

Cleveland Heights and being active in community affairs up there, Board of Education and so on.  I really am 
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gradually falling in love with this community.  I’ve been to a few Council meetings, but now I’m going to 

attend more.  With the new Council here I expect all of you to live up to your full potential.  My comments 

tonight are not about any content of any resolutions but on procedure.  After last Council meeting I spoke a 

few days later with Acting Law Director Vento and asked… 

 

President Sustarsic – Excuse me, sir, but we’re only addressing this to the particular comments from the 

audience relative to issues on the agenda this evening.  And that’s strictly, there will be comments at the end 

of the meeting.  There is a Committee of the Whole at the end of the meeting as well, but at this particular 

point in time we only deal with what is on the agenda. 

 

Dr. Leanza – And procedural matters are not included on the agenda? 

 

President Sustarsic – No sir, they have… 

 

Dr. Leanza – When would be the appropriate time to speak to that, sir? 

 

President Sustarsic – That would be at the end of the Council meeting. 

 

Dr. Leanza – I’ll be glad to do that, thank you. 

 

Mr. Matt Sharver – 26550 Shoreview Ave.  I’d like to discuss Items 1 and 2 on the agenda.  For the record I 

oppose the current proposal by the Providence Baptist Church, American Church Builders and their affiliates.  

Therefore, I am also opposed to the zoning necessary to facilitate this project. 

 First problem I have is the loss of tax revenue.  Twenty-three acres will be permanently removed from the 

tax rolls.  It is my understanding that the City stands to lose an estimated $165,000 in tax revenue annually 

with $131,000 of that total figure being forfeited by the Euclid Schools.  Doesn’t make so much sense to me to 

allow this potential revenue to slip through our fingers, especially when we’re already short of cash and at a 

time when the schools are having a tough time passing a levy.  Whether it’s strengthening our safety forces, 

early retirement programs or infrastructure improvements, all these things require capital.  The bottom line is 

we’ll be losing out on capital with this project. 

 Second issue I have is that American Church Builders have nothing to show for themselves in regard to 

any specific developments they have completed in the past.  Last week I visited the American Church Builders 

website, what I saw was a lot of nondescript computer-generated images of what appeared to be church 

buildings.  There was no specific information or details of any kind given as to project locations, clients or 

even actual photographs of actual completed projects.  The website offered nothing except for flashing colored 

graphics and simple audio CAD line drawings.  The same model of vagueness is found in their original project 

literature provided to the City.   

 American Church Builder claims to have been around since 1980.  I would think that after 24 years in 

business they would have a portfolio that would make your head spin.  I would think that they have a library 

of finished projects to entice any city they were courting.  And I would think that former clients would be 

endorsing them loudly and proudly.  I cannot help but think that the City is being kept in the dark for some 

reason or reasons that are yet unclear.   

 Additionally, I take issue with the credentials and qualifications of SRP 8 and SRP Investments Limited 

Partnership.  These are but two of the eight affiliated groups, not counting the church group itself, that appear 

in the project literature.  Under the heading SRP Investments Limited Partnership, it reads and I do quote the 

two partners of SRP are the Smoot Corporation and Roebuck Investment Partnership.  Through this 

partnership we were able to team with Apcoa Parking Company, one of the largest parking operations in the 

country.  From this union we currently operate and manage several large mid-western airports.  And then it 

goes on to say that they manage 3800 airport parking spaces at Port Columbus International Airport and 8,000 

spaces at St. Louis Airport.  So according to their own literature their primary experience seems to be the 

management of large airport parking lots.   

 Quoting once again, this time under the SRP 8 heading, quote development of low income tax credit 

projects concentrated on scattered site vacant and abandoned properties.  Currently we have completed 

approximately $5 million in structures that have been syndicated to create low-income rental housing for a 

minimum of 15 years.  The expertise of this group seems to be low-income housing.  We have plenty existing, 

affordable low and fixed income housing opportunities within the boundaries of this City.  We keep hearing 

the term empty nester.  Euclid has a plethora of mid-size and smaller homes that are ideal for independent 

seniors as well as parents that are looking to downsize after their kids have left home.  Many of these homes 

are for sale at any time, any given time throughout the City. 

 So in summary we have a group that specializes in low-income housing, another group that specializes in 

parking lot management and a church building firm that seems to exist only on paper.  It is my feeling that 

these would-be developers lack the necessary credentials to develop this or any other 68-acre parcel.   

 In a November 28th Plain Dealer article regarding this proposal Rev. Rodney Maiden of Providence 

Baptist along with another local Reverend attempted to villanize those who are opposed to this project by 
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making an issue of race.  The statements made in the article are nothing more than an attempt to shift the 

spotlight away from the real issue at hand, which remains, what is the best possible use for the largest 

undeveloped parcel of virgin land remaining in this City?  I believe that the answer to this question can be 

found on page 67 of the City’s current Master Plan from which I quote plan and develop the Brush Road 

property for single-family use offering opportunities for trade-up housing to Euclid residents.  It does not say 

building mammoth tax-exempt church; it does not say build low-income housing; it does not say build small 

homes for empty nesters. 

 In closing I will say this if this parcel is thoughtfully developed, it will breathe new life into not only the 

south side but indeed all of Euclid.  If it’s allowed to be developed irresponsibility, we will all suffer in the 

long run.  That being said I ask that this Council send this into special committee where it can be exhaustively 

studied and evaluated.  Thank you very much. 

 

Ms. Regina Hauck – 116 E. 197 St.  I, too, would like to comment on agenda Item #1, the rezoning of what is 

being called the Hillandale property from light industrial to church use.  There’s been quite a bit written in the 

local paper of this piece of legislation.  It seems according to this paper that anyone that opposes this rezoning 

must be a racist.  Well, I am here tonight to say that I oppose this rezoning and it is not racially motivated. 

 I don’t care if the Pope himself wanted to build on that land, my position would be the same.  This City 

cannot afford to let this land become tax-exempt.  The church is proposing the following for this land.  A 

church that will seat 2,142; a multipurpose room that will seat 440; a fellowship hall that will seat 300; a 

coffee shop that will seat 75; an annex that can hold up to 800 people; a children’s church that can hold 325; a 

meeting room that will hold 80 and a youth room that will hold 60.  This is a grand total of 4,222 people that 

could be using this facility at any one time.  This is not a once-a-week service type of church.  I checked with 

them and they have activities every day of the week.  After seeing these numbers, I have some questions that I 

would like the Administration to answer prior to Council’s voting on this project.  I would hope that all the 

members of this Council would insist on answers to these questions so they can make an informed decision 

before voting. 

 Number 1, what is the cost of the infrastructure of this land?  Who will be paying for this infrastructure, 

including the analysis of the impact of the additional sewer lines on lower land?   

 Number 2, what is the total hours of City employees’ time that will be spent working on any aspect of this 

project?  What is the dollar value of that time?  This includes not only hourly but Directors, Administrative 

and Legislative time as well.  This question is important because this is time that could be spent on working on 

issues that affect the taxpaying members of this community. 

 Number 3, what impact will the additional influx of people into our City at any one time have on our 

safety forces?  Will there need to be an additional personnel hired to the forces to cover this area?  If not, if 

there is an emergency, will we have enough response in that area or will we have to pull from other areas of 

the City leaving residents in those areas at risk? 

 Number 4, if we need to hire additional safety forces to ensure the safety of this influx of people, where 

will that money be coming from?  Since this land will not be paying taxes, the money will have to come from 

our current tax base.  What services will have to be cut from our taxpaying citizens to cover this expense? 

 Number 5, what is the benefit to the City to rezone this land?  How will the City and our current 

taxpayers benefit from making this land tax exempt? 

 And finally, during the campaign Mr. Cervenik continually promised that he would be bringing many 

high paying businesses and jobs to Euclid.  If this is his plan, shouldn’t we leave this land zoned as light 

industrial so these companies have a place to build and expand?  I would like to ask the Administration to 

perform an analysis to provide the answers to these questions not only to myself but for Council’s benefit also.  

Please e-mail me the analysis when it is complete.  Regina Cahill has my e-mail address and I’m sure she’ll 

furnish it to you. 

 I would like to ask Council to please put this legislation into the Building Committee until the 

Administration can answer these questions.  I believe these are important questions that must be answered.  

Our City budget is already stretched very thin.  We cannot afford to rezone this land to church use.  Our City 

needs this land to be taxable and to be used to generate income into and for our City.  Thank you. 

 

President Sustarsic – Let me make a comment relative to the last two presentations.  You can be assured that 

this Council and this Administration will do everything that we can to make sure that that land is utilized in 

the best possible manner and in the best interest of all the City of Euclid.  Thank you. 

 

Mayor Cervenik – I may add that, I don’t know if all of you received my e-mail today going over the past, my 

first 2 weeks of being Mayor; but in that e-mail one of the points was that we are going, I’m going to talk with 

the church builders group and we are going to have a session that would not be a general Council meeting.  

We’ll have an Executive Committee meeting if the President so desires and we’ll be able to discuss these 

issues any more before final decision is made.  There’s four new Council people on here and some other 

Council people that have come back but didn’t attend the P & Z presentations and it’s just a very important 

thing.  And it will be done so we’re not going to, this will be steamrolled through on January 5th.  And I 
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believe the organizations involved with this will be very conducive to going that route.  And you’ve got my 

word on that. 

 

President Sustarsic – Thank you, thank you very much.  No one else? 

 

Councilman Daly moved to rise and report; seconded by Councilwoman Hufnagle. 

 

  Ord. (572-03) Rezone Hillandale Area 
An ordinance rezoning P.P. #648-52-001 – Parcel A, located on Magnolia Dr., from U-7 (light industrial) use 

district to UR-2 (church) use district and further amending Ord. No. 2812.  (Sponsored by Planning & Zoning 

Commission) 

 

President Sustarsic – This is the third reading… 

 

Councilman Delaney – Mr. Council President, in light of the Mayor’s e-mail and the meeting that will go on 

tomorrow, is this the appropriate time to Item #1 and #2 in committee?  I believe that in light of the public, if 

I’ve heard from 2 I’ve from 200 and I think putting these in committee will give us the time to schedule that 

committee meeting as a result of this, tomorrow afternoon with Council representation. 

 

Councilman Delaney moved to place legislation into the Building Standards & Zoning Committee; seconded 

by Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail. 

 

President Sustarsic – Do you think it would have been more appropriate to put it into Executive Committee, 

though, being of value? 

 

Councilman Delaney – Well, in light of our Committees and what they’re outlined to do, housing, building 

and zoning is probably very appropriate for this.  As the magnitude of the project, I’m sure that all Council 

would want to be at that Committee meeting as well.  So I can’t imagine that anybody representing their 

respective constituency would not want to be involved with every step of the way. 

 

President Sustarsic – Okay, could we get a vote on that from the Law Department? 

 

Acting Director Vento – I would suggest sending it to the Executive Committee.  All of the Council members 

are members of the Executive Committee and, therefore, if any formal action were taken, each Council 

member would get a vote. 

 

Mayor Cervenik – I agree. 

 

President Sustarsic – So would you agree to possibly rescind that so consequently everybody on… 

 

Councilman Delaney – I’m agreeable to Executive Committee, but again, we have a lot to press for. 

 

President Sustarsic – And this could be, actually, this could be set after the Public Hearing, right?  You could 

make a motion that evening to put it in Committee or… 

 

Acting Director Vento – You could make the motion now, yeah.  You can have the Public Hearing any time 

after 30 days after the, you can either postpone the public hearing.  Perhaps you’d want to, you know, put it 

into Committee and then have a public hearing because then, you know… 

 

President Sustarsic – It has already been advertised. 

 

Acting Director Vento – Okay, well… 

 

President Sustarsic – So would it be a matter of having the, sending it to Committee on that date or could we 

do it this evening? 

 

Acting Director Vento – Well… 

 

President Sustarsic – What if we were to hold the Public Hearing and then send it to Committee? 

 

Acting Director Vento – I think you could. 

 

President Sustarsic – Would that be amenable? 
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Councilman Delaney – Well, again… 

 

Mayor Cervenik – If I may, that sort of defeats the purpose of the public hearing. 

 

President Sustarsic – Right, okay. 

 

Mayor Cervenik – I really think a lot of comments are being made about this project when they have the right 

to answer.  They can.  If we can’t change his public hearing, then we’re just going to have to, it’s all going to 

have to be done that night and you’re going to have to vote on it immediately.  And I think you’re going to 

have enough information thrown at you that you’re not going to want to vote on it on the 5th.  So whatever 

legal steps we need to cancel the public meeting there’s got to be legal ramifications for us to advertise it.  Put 

this into Committee tonight.  Let’s, we’ll set up a date for the Committee meeting and then reschedule the 

public hearing. 

 

Councilman Delaney – Wouldn’t putting it into Committee reschedule the public hearing? 

 

Acting Director Vento – The public hearing is, has to be advertised, the date of it.  And then you have to have 

the hearing 30 days afterwards.  So if you have, I’m not… 

 

Councilman Delaney – Tonight’s vote of this Council would not push the date further ahead? 

 

Acting Director Vento – Well, yeah, we would have to re-advertise it, though. 

 

Mayor Cervenik – We will re-advertise it. 

 

Councilman Delaney – Re-advertise it, that would be fine. 

 

President Sustarsic – All right, so the motion again would be, well, as was suggested if you would agree to put 

it into… 

 

Councilman Delaney moved to place the legislation into Executive Committee; seconded by Councilwoman 

Holzheimer Gail.   

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Daly, Delaney, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Hufnagle, Langman, Mancuso, Sustarsic, Sustarsic 

Placed into Executive Committee. 

 

  Ord. (573-03) Rezone Hillandale Area 
An ordinance rezoning P.P. #648-523-001 – Parcel B, located on Brush Rd., U-7 (light industrial) use district 

to U-1 (single family) use districts and further amending Ord. No. 2812.  (Sponsored by Planning & Zoning 

Commission) 

 

Councilman Delaney moved to place the legislation into Executive Committee; seconded by Councilman 

Langman. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Daly, Delaney, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Hufnagle, Langman, Mancuso, Sustarsic, Sustarsic 

Placed into Executive Committee. 

 

  Ord. (582-03) Rezone 1200 Babbitt Road 
An ordinance rezoning P.P. #647-06-002, located at 1200 Babbitt Rd., from U-4 (Commercial) use district to 

U-6 (Industrial/manufacturing) use district and further amending Ord. No. 2812.  (Sponsored by Planning & 

Zoning Commission) 

 

Third Reading.  Public Hearing January 5, 2004. 

 

  Ord. (005-03) Rezone 25080 Lakeland Blvd. 
An ordinance rezoning P.P. #648-05-001, located at 25080 Lakeland Blvd., from U-6 (Industrial/ 

manufacturing) use district to U-4 (Commercial) use district and further amending Ord. No. 2812.  (Sponsored 

by Planning & Zoning Commission) 

 

Second Reading.  Public Hearing January 5, 2004. 
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  Ord. (006-03) Rezone 1535 Dille Rd. 
An ordinance rezoning P.P. #646-29-005, located at 1535 Dille Rd., from U-3 (Apartment House) use district 

to U-2 (Two Family) use district and further amending Ord. No. 2812.  (Sponsored by Planning & Zoning 

Commission) 

 

Second Reading.  Public Hearing January 5, 2004. 

 

   Ord. 239-2003 (025-03) Temp. Appropriation March 31, 2004 
An emergency ordinance which makes the temporary appropriation for all expenditures for the City of Euclid 

for the period ending March 31, 2004.  (Sponsored by the Entire Council by request of the Finance Director) 

 

President Sustarsic moved for passage; seconded by Councilwoman Hufnagle. 

 

Director Johnson – Ohio Revised Code Section 5705 requires the City have a budget for the ensuing year in 

place before December 31st of the previous year.  In the absence of a full permanent appropriation for that year 

the Revised Code also allows for us to pass a temporary appropriation, which allows us to operate for the first 

thee months of the year.  And by March 31st of that year we have to adopt a full and permanent appropriation 

for that year.  What I’m asking for in this piece of legislation is to adopt such a temporary appropriation for 

the first three months of the year.  If there are any questions, I’d be glad to answer them. 

 

Councilman Langman – Director Johnson, the figure at the bottom is just above $11 million.  Is that what 

you’re asking for?  Is that correct?   

 

Director Johnson – It’s an estimate, Mr. Langman, of what we would need to carry us through until we adopt t 

the full and permanent budget.  The Mayor has instructed us this afternoon at the Directors meeting that we 

are to begin, department heads are to begin to comply their budgets and we hope to have budge hearings 

underway by February. 

 

Councilman Langman – Okay. 

 

Director Johnson – So we’re hoping that before March we’ll have a budget in place. 

 

Councilman Langman – Well, this, this figure is approximately a third of 2003’s budget, and projected out we 

would be spending $44 million for 2004. 

 

Director Johnson – It’s an estimated amount, Councilman Langman.  It’s not meant to be an exact 25% of 

what we expect next year’s appropriation to be.  It’s just an estimated amount that allows us to operate until 

we adopt a full and permanent budget for the end of the year.  Once a full and permanent budget is adopted 

this particular ordinance goes away. 

 

Councilman Langman – Could you give us some idea of what these numbers are based on?  What the 

methodology was of arriving at these figures? 

 

Director Johnson – Our Budget Manager, Mr. Beckwith, is here and he might be able to enlighten you. 

 

Manager Beckwith – These figures are basically taking the 2003 budget and using 25% of it, basically that.  

There are some figures in this, for example, Sanitation Department $1.8 million.  That’s what we’re obligated.  

We have to come up with, enter into a contract in January of 2004 for that amount.  So there are some that, 

there are some figures in here that are, the departments are obligated to pay those funds. 

 

Councilman Langman – Mayor, did you want to add something? 

 

Mayor Cervenik – Yes, some such as Sanitation, that’s a contractual agreement and that’s not going to change 

regardless.  Mr. Beckwith just put the $1.8 million in there. 

 

Councilman Langman – Mr. Beckwith, you just said that it’s approximately 25% except for like the 

Sanitation. 

 

Manager Beckwith – That’s one of the examples.  There are other contracts that are also in here for the entire 

year. 

 

Councilman Langman – Okay, well, the figures are still rather large when you consider $11 million is a third 

of this year’s budget. 
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Director Johnson – Councilman Langman, there are some other items in addition to contractual obligations.  

We have a number of Collective Bargaining Units that were settled.  There are a number of retroactive pays 

that we’re going to have to calculate and probably pay in the first 2 or 3 months of the year.  So there are a 

number of expenses that are going to be unusual for the first three months of the year that are not going to 

persistent throughout the balance of the year. 

 

Councilman Delaney – I understand that we’re all going to have growing pains the Administration, new 

Council members.  Would it be appropriate to send this to Finance Committee if we have until February? 

 

Mayor Cervenik – No. 

 

Councilman Delaney – And then we can… 

 

Director Johnson – This particular… 

 

Councilman Delaney – When the Directors have, you said this is an estimate, when the Directors have tighter 

numbers to present, I would feel a lot more comfortable passing this.  Right now I don’t want to vote no and if 

we can have a Finance Committee meeting for the next three months that would get us closer.  As Councilman 

Langman pointed out, 44 million is something we can’t go for.  I trust what you’re saying but we need to get it 

a little more closer than just an estimate to vote for it. 

 

Mayor Cervenik – Mr. Delaney, we need something passed this evening or Council will need to make an 

amendment and hold a Special Council meeting because if you don’t vote for a temporary appropriation we’re 

shut down January 1st.  I won’t have the authority to spend any money.  I won’t have the authority to pay our 

employees.   

 

Councilman Delaney – And I think we did do that. 

 

Mayor Cervenik - If you want to do that, that’s fine.  If you would like to make, if you would like to change 

some change some numbers here tonight to fit it in where you want, I would say that’s a little more acceptable.  

This is done a regular basis in this City forever.  We don’t have our permanent budget passed by December 

31st.  If you want to delete some of the contracts or obligations in Sanitation, we can sit here right now and 

work it down to whatever number you’d like.  What number would you like it to be?  9 million?  8 million? 

 

Councilman Delaney – 9 million sounds really nice. 

 

Mayor Cervenik – Hm,hm. 

 

Councilman Delaney – Well, I’d like more input from our Council members. 

 

Manager Beckwith – Councilman Delaney, what you have to understand is as of March 31st this budget, this 

temporary budget ceases to exist.  The new budget takes over at that time.  So this is an estimate just to get us 

through us through the first three months of the year.  This is basically the same way it was last year.  This is 

the exact same way we did last year.  And there really wasn’t much debate last year about that either. 

 

Councilman Delaney – So we’re not expecting many over runs to get to $11 million by March 31st? 

 

Manager Beckwith – There, this should not go over $11 million.   

 

Councilman Delaney – Should not, but would an official vote of this Council right now, wouldn’t that 

appropriate that? 

 

Manager Beckwith – I’m sorry, what was that? 

 

Councilman Delaney – Wouldn’t a vote of this Council right now appropriate this amount $11 million?   

 

Manager Beckwith – Just like you did last year.  My temporary appropriation last year was calculated the 

exact same way it is now and there was no discussion last year, really, about that.  As I said, as of March 31st 

the temporary budget ceases to exist.  So if we go, we can’t go above the 11 million.  If we go over 11 million 

at the General Fund, then we have to cut back in the next three periods of the year, correct?  Is that correct? 

 

Councilman Delaney – That’s right on the money and that’s exactly the concern that Councilman Langman 

had if we appropriate 11 million for three months, our next few months are going to be looking very tight. 
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Director Johnson – I’ve been here for at least 15 years and this is exactly the same procedure that we followed 

for at least the last 15 years.  Director Balazs followed this procedure for the 25 to 30 years that he was here as 

Finance Director.  Nothing has changed.  The temporary budget has always been an estimate for the first three 

months of the year. 

 

Mayor Cervenik – Mr. Beckwith, if we were to reduce all these numbers by 20%, is there any one of these 

departments that wouldn’t be able to operate through the end of February in your estimation?  Looking at it 

myself I believe we would be safe to reduce these numbers by 20% if it would please Mr. Delaney and Mr. 

Langman.  And we will move forward with… 

 

Manager Beckwith – The only thing that would concern me is the Sanitation.  You couldn’t go with a full year 

contract.  That’s exactly what the contract’s going to be for the entire year. 

 

Mayor Cervenik – But we’re only going to expend 1/6 of that through January and February. 

 

Manager Beckwith – Okay, then that just means that when they do the purchase orders, Mayor, they would 

have to do it for only three months then. 

 

Mayor Cervenik – So if one of the Council members, to keep the peace here, and we will try and get this more 

of an understanding why we do this during budget hearings.  Amend, reduce it by 20%.   Make an amendment 

and the Administration will live with that.  Okay? 

 

Councilman Langman – That will be amenable, Mayor. 

 

Mayor Cervenik – Good. 

 

Councilman Langman moved to amend the legislation reducing it by 20%, which is… 

 

Mayor Cervenik – So we’re down to that $9 million figure. 

 

Councilman Gruber – Is there any danger that we would run out of funds before the end of that date and public 

service, safety? 

 

Mayor Cervenik – If it looks like we’re going to, I will come to Council with an amendment for the budget.  

But I’m fully confident that we will have budget hearings over the first two weeks in February and we will 

have our permanent appropriations at that time. 

 

Councilman Gruber – Because this is really nothing more than a housekeeping measure. 

 

Mayor Cervenik – This is a housekeeping business so that we can operate on January 1st by State law, yes, 

that’s all it is.  So I’m fine with reducing it by 20%.  You don’t want to have a meeting about this over the 

holidays.  You really don’t. 

 

Councilman Gruber – Third week in office you reduce the budget by 20%.  Way to go. 

 

Mayor Cervenik – That’s right. 

 

President Sustarsic – Okay, we need a motion to reduce it by 20%.  Counselor, what exactly would be the 

language that you would recommend for this? 

 

Acting Director Vento – I would make it a motion to reduce the total General Fund temporary budget by 20% 

and that way you would have flexibility within the line items as long as the bottom number was 20% less. 

 

Councilman Gruber – Service Director Gulich, will there be any penalty with our waste hauler for not 

fulfilling the contract to its full degree? 

 

Director Gulich – I don’t think they’ll lose any faith in us.  But I don’t believe there would be any such 

problems with their contract.  But I’ll definitely get with Phyllis and we’ll make sure of that. 

 

Director Johnson – Councilman Gruber, that should not be a problem.  The reason for the full amount 

appropriated is because the Finance Director has to certify their contract that there’s funds that are fully 

appropriated and available.  And what we’ll have to do is certify a lesser amount. 

 



Council Minutes 
December 15, 2003 
Page 9 
Councilman Daly – Does anyone know what the amount appropriated last year was approximately for this first 

three-month period? 

 

Mayor Cervenik – Mr. Beckwith, do you have those figures here?   

 

Manager Beckwith – I do not. 

 

Mayor Cervenik - No?  We could get those for you.  My assumption is it would be very close to what it is now 

because it’s the same standard that they use.  They base it on the previous year’s but we can live with the 

amendment.  It’s fine and dandy.  We don’t need to belabor it unless you care to continue. 

 

President Sustarsic – All right if there’s no more comments, can we have a motion for approval of 

amendment? 

 

Councilman Gruber moved to amend the legislation to reduce the total General Fund by 20%; seconded by 

Councilwoman Mancuso. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Delaney, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Hufnagle, Langman, Mancuso, Sustarsic, Sustarsic 

                   Nay:   Daly 

Amendment passed. 

 

Councilwoman Hufnagle moved to close debate; seconded by Councilman Gruber.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Councilwoman Mancuso moved to suspend the rules; seconded by Councilman Sustarsic.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Daly, Delaney, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Hufnagle, Langman, Mancuso, Sustarsic, Sustarsic 

Passed as amended. 

 

  Ord. 240-2003 (018-03) Annual Appropriation for 2003 
An emergency ordinance amending Ord. No. 196-2003 which makes the annual appropriation for all 

expenditures for the City of Euclid for the period ending December 31, 2003.  (Sponsored by Mayor Cervenik 

and the Entire Council by request of the Finance Director) 

 

Councilman Sustarsic moved for passage; seconded by Councilwoman Hufnagle. 

 

Director Johnson – This is a little bit easier, 5705 of the Revised Code also allows us to amend our budget 

throughout the year.  This particular ordinance is a final amendment for our 2003 fiscal year.  The major items 

in this amendment or I should say the only two items that have changed from the previous amendment is in 

Fund 350, 370, I’m sorry, which is the Euclid Endowment Fund, allows us to make the final payment on the 

E. 205 and Edgecliff property.  We received the money, if you will recall, the property was closed on 

November 4th, I believe, and this allows us to make that final payment on that property. 

 In Fund 515, the Peterson Trunk Line, the $1 million, there’s been some changes in requirements for our 

accounting procedures and Government Accounting Standards Board is now requiring that we reflect even 

grants for projects such as the Beverly Hills project on our books.  Even though we didn’t actually receive the 

money and make the expenditures, we’re required to reflect that grant as a revenue and reflect the expenditure 

to the contractor as an expenditure on our books.  What is does is allow to show that appropriation so it’s 

mainly bookkeeping error, I’m sorry, bookkeeping adjustment. 

 

President Sustarsic – Any comments from Council on this? 

 

Councilman Langman – I just would like to thank the Chiefs and Directors for holding to the budget 

amendments that we passed back in October there’s no December surprises this year.  I know it was difficult, 

but we appreciate your efforts in showing fiscal discipline.  And just one question from Director Johnson, will 

we continue to get the monthly budget updates as you get settled in and as we go forward?  I found them very 

helpful. 

 

Director Johnson – Well, I would certainly hope so, Councilman Langman.  As you can appreciate I’m still 

working between both offices and… 

 

Mayor Cervenik – That’s my fault. 

 

Director Johnson – And I’ll get to them as soon as we can. 

 

Councilman Langman – Well, we’ll give you a couple more weeks.  Thank you. 
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Councilman Daly moved to suspend the rules; seconded by Councilman Delaney.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Daly, Delaney, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Hufnagle, Langman, Mancuso, Sustarsic, Sustarsic 

Passed. 

 

  Ord. 241-2003 (017-03)  Agreement with Oscar Knicely 
An emergency ordinance authorizing the Director of Finance of the City of Euclid to enter into an agreement 

with Ohio Municipal Income Tax Service, Inc., to continue providing distribution of the municipal income tax 

from the City of Euclid to the Board of Education, provide auditing and monitoring of distributions of the tax 

from Central Collection Agency (CCA) to the City of Euclid, provide a delinquency program and taxpayer 

assistance for Euclid taxpayers and to provide revenue projections based on the anticipated income tax 

collections at a cost not to exceed $33,000 for the year 2004.  (Sponsored by Council President Sustarsic by 

request of the Finance Director) 

 

Councilwoman Hufnagle moved for passage; seconded by Councilman Gruber.  

 

Director Johnson – This is another rather routine piece or has become a rather routine piece of legislation.  Mr. 

Knicely has conducted our delinquency program and has distributed our income tax between the schools and 

the City for a number of years now.  He’s done an outstanding job.  I’m sure most Council people that have 

met him know Mr. Knicely and know what a great job he’s done for us here.   

 Just one note, I got a report from him and during 2003 delinquent taxes that were collected amounted to 

$1,300,000.  So in addition to the distribution and making sure that residents are registered with CCA and are 

filing their returns and that kind of thing, he does a very good job of also collecting our delinquencies.  And I 

would ask for your renewal of this particular contract.   

 

President Sustarsic – Can he refer to the Plain Dealer, too, with people that he would not be able to get in 

touch with otherwise, the list they have? 

 

Director Johnson – We’ll talk; we’ll talk about this. 

 

Mayor Cervenik – If I could just add a little more to this contract, I was one of the original sponsors.  I was the 

original sponsor of our delinquency program and Mr. Knicely has been administering that for some time now.  

He works very hard to actually expand our tax bases.  He goes after those people that are not our rolls.  He 

compares, he buys the list from the Internal Revenue Service in the State of Ohio and then compares it to the 

list that CCA has, which greatly increases, when we get $1.3 million in delinquent collections coming from his 

office every year, you know he’s doing a good job.   

 The sad part of this is that Mr. Knicely is getting to a point in his life where he thinks he’s going to retire, 

which is something my Administration is going to have to look at later in the year.  Our bill with CCA for 

collections is quickly approaching the half-million-dollar mark.  A number of cities in the last few years have 

been leaving either CCA or Regional Income Tax Agency and have been collecting the taxes themselves.  

That will be looked at.  But in any case we will need to find a replacement for Mr. Knicely if he decides to 

retire from this work.  But I’ve had nothing through my 12 years on City Council and now as Mayor but good 

things to say about Mr. Knicely and his work. 

 

Director Johnson – I would also point out he is in the audience if you did have any questions he would be here 

to answer them. 

 

Councilman Gruber – I worked with several residents that have had contact with Mr. Knicely and they’ve all 

come back, believe it or not, happy.  I don’t know if happy is the right word to pay their taxes, but he does 

work well with the citizens and I’ve gotten a lot of good reports.  And we’re probably pretty lucky to have a 

guy like him with us.  So I support this. 

 

President Sustarsic – Thank you, thank you for the kind words.  Any other comments? 

 

Councilman Gruber moved to suspend the rules; seconded by Councilwoman Mancuso.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Daly, Delaney, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Hufnagle, Langman, Mancuso, Sustarsic, Sustarsic 

Passed. 

 

  Ord. 242-2003 (022-03) Contract with DMG-MAXIMUS, Inc. 
An emergency ordinance authorizing the Director of Public Service of the City of Euclid to execute a 

professional service contract with DMG-MAXIMUS, Inc., formerly known as “David M. Griffith & 

Associates, Ltd.”:, relating to the performance of audit and cost analysis studies of the City’s Waste Water 
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Treatment Plant as well as other agreed upon services specified in the proposals for the year 2004, at a cost not 

to exceed $29,820.00  (Sponsored by Councilman Tony Sustarsic by request of the Director of Public Service) 

 

Councilman Sustarsic moved for passage; seconded by Councilman Gruber. 

 

Councilman Sustarsic – I’ll give it to Mr. Gulich. 

 

Director Gulich – The comprehensive audit is performed on an annual basis for our Waste Water Treatment 

Plant expenditures.  It is a requirement as part of our agreed with the member communities.  We do service all 

or part of seven different cities.  It’s a prudent thing to do.  I would just ask that we do a very minor 

amendment.  It’s the same corporation we have been using, the same dollar amount as last year.  DMG-

MAXIMUS is actually MAXIMUS Inc.  It’s the same company, slightly different name, but people are 

streamlining names and if we could just amend it to MAXIMUS I’d appreciate it.  If there’s any questions, I’d 

be glad to answer them. 

 

Councilman Sustarsic moved to amend the legislation to read MAXIMUS Inc. instead of DMG-MAXIMUS; 

seconded by Councilman Langman. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Daly, Delaney, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Hufnagle, Langman, Mancuso, Sustarsic, Sustarsic 

Amendment passed. 

 

Councilman Sustarsic moved to suspend the rules; seconded by Councilman Gruber.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Daly, Delaney, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Hufnagle, Langman, Mancuso, Sustarsic, Sustarsic 

Passed as amended. 

 

  Ord. 243-2003 (001-03) Honeywell International Agreement 
An ordinance authorizing the Director of Public Service of the City of Euclid to enter into an agreement with 

Honeywell International, Inc. to retrofit various public buildings for the purpose of energy costs savings, 

utilizing Ohio House Bill 300 at no cost to the City of Euclid.  (Sponsored by Councilman Tony Sustarsic by 

request of the Director of Public Service) (From Public Service Committee with a recommendation for 

passage) 

 

Councilman Sustarsic – We had the committee meeting for Public Service & Utilities Committee and the 

Honeywell group spoke to us, gave us a nice presentation.  I’m very impressed with them.  It’ll be a great cost 

savings measure.  It’s a win-win situation for the City and I support it a hundred percent.  The Committee 

recommended it for passage to the entire Council and I could get Mr. Gulich to give you more comments.  

Thank you. 

 

Director Gulich – Vince Lehman is in the audience from Honeywell Corporation.  They did give an extensive 

presentation as Councilman Sustarsic said.  Again, what Honeywell will do, they will design; they will install 

in excess of a million dollars worth of improvements to our public buildings as this phase of House Bill 300 

measure.  There’s no out-of-cost expense to the City.   It is guaranteed.  I don’t think we need the entire 

presentation from Vince again, but if Council does have a question, I think he can step up to the mike and 

address it very quickly.  And again, I’d appreciate Council’s support and look forward to getting these 

improvements into our buildings, which are in need of them. 

 

President Sustarsic – Are there any more comments or questions? 

 

Councilman Gruber – Either for Director Gulich or Acting Director Will, has the ice rink and our pools been 

looked at for energy savings in any of this because the ice rink is a large consumer and our pools are very 

large consumers of energy?  Or is this something maybe in the future we can look into? 

 

Acting Director Will – We have looked at the ice arena and I can look into the paperwork and get back to you 

on the results of that.  But as of the pools, no, it’s not been looked into; but I can get together with the Service 

Director and take a look at that. 

 

Councilman Gruber – Might be something to have them look at, you know, just let them go and see if there’s 

something they can save. 

 

Director Gulich – Certainly I’d like to impress upon Council this is an ongoing type thing.  It’s not something 

you can do just once.  We did the Waste Water Treatment Plant.  Our School System has utilized it throughout 

their buildings around the City with great success and I look forward to a continued improvements in all kinds 

of areas of the City utilizing House Bill 300. 
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President Sustarsic – Okay, thank you very much.  Any more comments? 

 

Councilman Sustarsic moved to suspend the rules; seconded by Councilwoman Hufnagle.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Daly, Delaney, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Hufnagle, Langman, Mancuso, Sustarsic, Sustarsic 

Passed. 

 

  Ord. 244-2003 (021-03) Payment to Board of Education 
An emergency ordinance authorizing the Director of Finance of the City of Euclid to make a payment in an 

amount not to exceed One Hundred Three Thousand Fire Hundred Thirty Dollars ($103,530.00) to the Board 

of Education as required under Ohio Revised Code Section 5709.82.  (Sponsored by Council President 

Sustarsic by request of the CD&ED Director) 

 

Councilwoman Hufnagle moved for passage; seconded by Councilman Delaney. 

 

Acting Director Gliha – If I may or the benefit of our new Council members, I would like to present a brief 

history background that pertains to this ordinance.  This is the 9th year and the 10th year tax abatement granted 

to the Lincoln Electric Company for the research and development project.  The company agreed to do certain 

amount of investments and create a certain amount of jobs for receiving the tax abatement.   

 To this year the actual investments made by Lincoln Electric are in real property 3.2 million and in 

personal property 31.5 million.  Those are new investments brought about due to the tax abatement.  They also 

guaranteed or promised to create X number of jobs.  Todate they have created 178 new jobs through this 

project.  And pursuant to State law when a city grants such a tax abatement and the new jobs associated with 

the tax abatement generate over $1 million annually in new payroll we are required to share 50% of the new 

income taxes with the School System.  So that being the case and this being the 9th year with 178 new jobs 

created by the project, a payroll of $8.7 million was estimated for the year 2003.  That 8.7 times by 2.38 that 

the City collects, because you have to remember that the Schools already receive .47 from that new payroll, 

the total is $207,060.  We must share 50% that totals $103,530.  So we are doing our due diligence by State 

law and we will be making out a check to the Euclid Board of Education for $103,530.  They’ve already 

collected $40,890 because of the .47 so the total School income due to this project for 2003 income tax-wise 

only that is, is $144,420.   

 There is some other bright news in this.  Not only is this the 9th year so there’s one more year of the tax 

abatement to be granted.  During this 9th year though most of our businesses had still not reached bottom, we 

believe Lincoln has bottomed out.  They are currently hiring.  There’s a sign posted at St. Clair and  E. 222nd 

Street and the R &  D Division actually gained 9 employees during the year 2003.  So there is some positive 

news coming about and this tax abatement is doing what we had promised to do.  Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

 

President Sustarsic – As I read in the paper too, I believe, they recently came out with the bonuses for the 

employees and I think there's a possibility they were speaking of re-introducing contributions from the 

company to the 401(k) plans. 

 

Acting Director Gliha – Our recent conversations with the company have been positive.  We’re very glad.  It’s 

much easier talking to them when we’re hearing positive news than it has been the last two years.  And we 

hope that the overall economy for the City of Euclid will be reflected of that. 

 

President Sustarsic – Very good.  Any further comments? 

 

Councilman Gruber moved to suspend the rules; seconded by Councilman Langman.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Daly, Delaney, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Hufnagle, Langman, Mancuso, Sustarsic, Sustarsic 

Passed. 

 

  Ord. 245-2003 (016-03) EDCOR Contract 
An emergency ordinance authorizing the CS&ED Director of the City of Euclid to enter into a contract with 

the Euclid Development Corporation (EDCOR) for the purpose of implementation and administration of the 

single-family low interest Home Improvement Loan Program, at a cost not to exceed $42,000.00 for a twelve 

month period, from January 1, 2004 through December 31, 2004.  (Sponsored by Councilwoman Holzheimer 

Gail) 

 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail moved for passage; seconded by Councilwoman Mancuso. 

 

Acting Director Gliha – Once again a little background for the new Council members, this is a Block Grant 

funded activity.  It was originally funded in 1978 and 1979.  That was the last time the direct funds went to the 

Revolving Loan Program and the revolving part is exactly why that was the last time funds went to the 
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program.  As the loans are made, the funds are paid back.  The interest is paid back from the money received 

goes back into continuing the loan program.  But due to Federal regulation we are not allowed to pay for the 

administration of that program out of the funds that are revolving.  So each year we must come to you and ask 

for a renewal of the EDCOR contract.   

 A little more history, total loans given since the beginning of the program are 660.  The total amount 

loaned 4.6 million.  The remaining outstanding balance of those loans or portfolio is 1.4 million and this year 

we have completed 31 loans at the tune of approximately 290,000.  Now these loans all go to low, moderate 

income citizens specifically for correction of the Code violations found in their homes.  Once Code violations 

are corrected they are allowed to do some other modernization, such as, updating kitchens and such.   

 The contract calls for 42,000 for the year 2004.  That is about 14% of the administrative, of the total 

going to administration.  The national average for such programs is 25+% so EDCOR has done an outstanding 

job for us all these years.  Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

 

President Sustarsic – Any further comments on that?  It’s a very good program. 

 

Councilman Daly moved to suspend the rules; seconded by Councilwoman Mancuso.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Daly, Delaney, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Hufnagle, Langman, Mancuso, Sustarsic, Sustarsic 

Passed. 

 

                                                      Ord. 246-2003 (024-03) Breckenridge Senior Independence Contract 
An emergency ordinance authorizing the CS&ED Director of the City of Euclid to enter into a contract with 

Breckenridge Senior Independence for the provision of Home Health Services and Nursing Services in the 

amount not to exceed $42,000.00 for the period of January 1, 2004 through December 31, 2004.  (Sponsored 

by Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail) 

 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail moved for passage; seconded by Councilwoman Hufnagle. 

 

Acting Director Gliha – Our final piece of legislation for the year 2003, we’ll have more for you in 2004.  

Once again, this is a Block Grant funded activity.  It is part of our Senior Programs.  I believe we’ve been 

funding such activities since approximately, once again, since 1979, 1980.  It actually consists of a 

combination of two programs.  In prior years we contracted out separately for the home health aide and we 

contracted out separately to Cuyahoga County for the nursing assessment program.  Margaret and her staff did 

some research.  Went out for some RFPs and by necessity were sort of forced to sort of fine tune the program 

this year.  By necessity I mean that we lost 2 out of 4 social workers this past year.  And the reason for our 

social workers leaving is they felt a little insecure in their jobs and we couldn’t really blame them and we 

didn’t want to hold them back.  But still with tight times and no guarantee of us being able to replace those 

two social workers, Margaret and her staff looked at a way to alleviate that shortfall by combining the two 

contracts and having some of the duties that were performed by those two social workers picked up by the 

contract.  So the two services will be the home health aide and this service helps the frail seniors to manage to 

stay in their homes.  It’s a very important program.  We have many frail seniors that have no other recourse.  

They can not necessarily go to a nursing home.  They cannot stay in the hospitals.  Through this program we 

can help them live a comfortable life in their own home.  

 The second part of the contract is nursing services.  These services include health education, nursing 

assessments, nutritional screening and various health clinics.  As I mentioned before, the previous contract 

was with the County Board of Health.  We are not renewing with the County Board of Health, not because of 

their fine services, but we were able to find an organization that would be able to help us administer both 

programs together.  And if there are any specific questions on the operation of the program, Margaret is here 

and she’d be glad to answer them.  Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

 

President Sustarsic – Are there any questions? 

 

Councilman Langman – Margaret, approximately how many seniors benefit from these services, 

approximately? 

 

Manager Hastert-Wolf – Approximately 150 seniors benefit from the home health aide contract.  The home 

health aide program is a program that serves the frailest of the community.  It’s limited.  We contract for 40 

hours a week of service.  It is limited because it is an intense service that happens week after week.  If you 

commit to a bathing program for an older person, in order to maintain that you are dealing with a small 

number of people an intense amount of service.   

 The nursing contract is much broader.  The nursing contract assists older adults in all of our venues, 

which means we provide those services at both the senior centers and also the nursing services are provided in 

the homes.  So approximately 300 to 350 people benefit from the nursing services.  Excuse me, let me refer to 
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my notes.  Excuse me, I’m sorry, it’s 450 to 500 clients a year for the nursing services.  That does not include 

the flu clinic, the flu shot clinics where another, this year we served 300 people in the flue clinics. 

 

Councilman Langman – Thank you. 

 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail – I just want to commend, Margaret and Director Gliha, for coming up with a 

way of making sure these services are kept intact.  They are very important services for our seniors and with 

the hiring freeze and with staff leaving I commend you with figuring out a way to keep those very important 

services going.  I appreciate that and I’m sure the residents do as well. 

 And I also just wanted to take this opportunity to let Council know that both this and the previous 

ordinance had been looked at.  We have a Citizen Advisory Committee that looks at the whole Block Grant 

budget every year and has hearings.  The groups come in and tell us the services that they’ve performed that 

year and what they’re going to do in the next year.  So each of these items that are greater than 15,000 will, 

obviously, come before Council.  These are the first two of them.  But the previous Council did approve the 

overall general budget, but we will be receiving a number of these as they come up for contracts that are 

greater than 15,000.  So I appreciate the Citizen Advisory Committee’s involvement in this as well. 

 

President Sustarsic – Okay, thanks. 

 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail moved to close debate; seconded by Councilwoman Hufnagle.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

 

Councilman Gruber moved to suspend the rules; seconded by Councilman Sustarsic.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Daly, Delaney, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Hufnagle, Langman, Mancuso, Sustarsic, Sustarsic 

Passed. 

 

  Ord. (023-03) Repeal Chapter 1399 
An ordinance repealing Chapter 1399, Wireless Communication Antennas and Towers, of the Codified 

Ordinances of the City of Euclid to be replaced.  (Sponsored by Councilwoman Mancuso) 

 

Councilwoman Mancuso moved for passage; seconded by Councilwoman Hufnagle. 

 

Councilwoman Mancuso – Yes, in bringing this forward to Council not so much for a vote tonight, but to 

frankly take it to Committee so that we can all learn more about the revision of this ordinance.  Our ordinance, 

I believe, currently is about 5 years old and as wireless communication has changed not just in the last 5 years 

but probably in the last month, the last week, the last several days, I think we need to look forward and kind of 

stay up to date.  The ordinance was originally proposed in the last Council, went to Committee and died there.  

So I would like to ask that it be put into committee, so that the entire Council or at least the people sit on the 

Committee and then the additional new Council people, I hope, will come to that particular committee meeting 

to learn about the revised ordinance and what it has to offer us. 

 

President Sustarsic – Then what I might suggest is pick Public Service only because it usually goes with 

utilities. 

 

Councilwoman Mancuso – Doesn’t matter to me which committee.  Whichever is the most appropriate. 

 

Councilwoman Mancuso moved to place the legislation into the Public Service & Utilities Committee; 

seconded by Councilman Gruber. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Daly, Delaney, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Hufnagle, Langman, Mancuso, Sustarsic, Sustarsic 

Ordinance placed into Public Service & Utilities Committee. 

 

CEREMONIAL RESOLUTIONS 

  Res. 236-2003 (019-03) Aging Services Network of Euclid 
A resolution of appreciation for the accomplishments and contributions of the Aging Services Network of 

Euclid in 2003.  (Sponsored by Mayor Cervenik and the entire Council) 

 

  Res. 237-2003 (020-03) Hilltop Village 
A resolution of appreciation to the Management and Staff of Hilltop Village for their on-going contributions to 

Euclid Senior Programs.  (Sponsored by Mayor Cervenik and the entire Council) 
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  Res. 238-2003 (026-03) VASJ High School Football Team 
A resolution of congratulations to Villa Angela-St. Joseph High School Football team for their successful 

2003 season.  (Sponsored by Mayor Cervenik and the entire Council) 

 

Councilman Sustarsic moved for passage; seconded by Councilman Gruber. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Daly, Delaney, Gruber, Holzheimer Gail, Hufnagle, Langman, Mancuso, Sustarsic, Sustarsic 

Passed. 

 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

Councilman Gruber moved to go into the Committee of the Whole; seconded by Councilwoman Hufnagle.  

Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Mr. Tod Guntner – 390 E.257.  Last Saturday the 6th and last Wednesday the 10th, Euclid Pet Pals held a 

Pictures with Santa at Doc Hammond’s Animal Medical Clinic on Lake Shore Boulevard.  This was a very 

enlightening event.  We had some animals in there that we have not seen in a long time.  We had a show 

quality Boxer in there, an Old English Bulldog.  If you’re familiar with these types of animals, the beauty is 

unbelievable.  And we had so much fun we could hardly contain ourselves.  We earned about $350.  Like to 

thank Doc Hammond and his staff at the Animal Medical Clinic and all of our volunteers.  Everybody had a 

great time.  

 On a sadder note if you remember the cliff dog at the Metroparks, the little white Shepherd that was 

rescued by Ann Mills and the Fire Department.  We adopted that dog out the very next day.  Unfortunately 

that dog has been surrendered back to us.  The owners could no longer take care of that animal.  So we need a 

home for Queenie, who is a white Shepherd, she is about 6, 7 months old.  She is a very affectionate, very 

loving dog.  She does need a home with no other animals in it.  So I implore the citizens of Euclid to take it 

into your hearts to help out the 4-legged animals this season.  The Shelter will be open tomorrow and 

Wednesday for adoptions from 11-4.  Wednesday is the last day we will do adoptions for the Christmas 

holiday season.  So from the 18th through the 25th there will be no adoptions.  That will start up again on the 

26th.  Thank you for your time.  Have a great evening. 

 

Mr. William Hilf – 891 E. 237th St.  Euclid is a city with lots of potential and this Council and Administration 

has the opportunity to improve our City and make it a much stronger and vibrant city.  And I’m here tonight to 

call upon all of you to do so without having to take a dime out of our General Fund.  And what I’m referring 

to is the letter that came home from Superintendent Jones in regards to the School levy that will be on the 

ballot in March.  I know that from campaigning with all of you during the last election that every candidate 

spoke in favor of this from the Mayoral candidates and Council President candidates down to the At-Large 

and Ward Council people.  So I don’t think this will be a problem.  I know that in November we were all busy 

with our own campaigns.  Abut I would like to see and there’s a lot of us out here that would like to see this 

Administration and this Council get behind this levy and actively campaign for it this time because it didn’t 

fail by much.  And this levy has the ability to make major improvements in our City and in our School System 

and our School System is vital to the future of this City.  So I ask that all of you actively campaign and give 

your time and support to the school levy.  Thank you. 

 

Ms. Jessica Wrenn – 925 E. 248 St.  I’d like to make an announcement on behalf of the Lakeshore Group.  

The Lakeshore Group is proud to be the co-sponsor of the Candlelight Cuisine Harmonious Holiday Dinner 

and Concert on December 20th.  The event was a sellout last year so the Lakeshore Group, of course, will be 

doing it again.  It’s a great opportunity to enjoy a candlelight dinner with friends and family followed by the 

world renown Euclid Orchestra Holiday Concert.  This year’s benefactor, the Euclid Hunger Center, in 

cooperation with the Lakeshore Group will host the fundraiser in the Community Room of the Shore Cultural 

Centre.  The wine bar opens at 5 p.m. with dinner following.  The Euclid Orchestra will perform their concert 

at 7 p.m.  The tickets are $25 and will be available in the lobby following this meeting.  A number of the 

Lakeshore Group members will be present.  You can meet with any of them for your tickets.  Tickets can also 

be had at St. Robert’s Rectory during business hours, Shore Cultural Centre Programming Office or you can 

call the Hunger Center directly at 731-3329.   

 You may also wish to mark your calendar for some of these up and coming events.  This year the 

Lakeshore Group is taking Mardi Gras on the road.  They’re planning a Mardi Gras bus trip.  Not to New 

Orleans but a grand tour originating in Euclid making several stops at surrounding area pubs of interest.  This 

is slated for Saturday, February 21st and will include stops in Tremont among other locations.  This is the 

second year for the Lakeshore Group’s Mardi Gras.  You won’t want to miss it.  It’ll be limited by bus 

capacity so don’t delay. 

 Later this Fall, the Lakeshore Group is anticipating the return of the Mosspoint Wine Fest.  Even though 

the Lakeshore Group experienced some last minutes challenges last year, they were able to raise a significant 

amount of money for their co-sponsors the Friends of the Henn.  The previous Administration agreed to help 

to get the appropriate legislation on the ballot to clear the path for the Mosspoint Wine Fest so that it can 
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return to its preferred and intended site, the historical Henn Mansion in Sims Park.  With the help from Ward 2 

Councilman Daryl Langman the Lakeshore Group is hopeful they will be able to make this an annual event for 

Euclid.  Additional information for this and other Lakeshore Group activities can be found on the Group’s 

website at www.lakeshoregroup.org.  Remember it’s all one word, no spaces or by phone at 216-731-5213.  

For those of you not familiar with the Lakeshore Group, it is a coalition of citizens committed to promoting 

the beauty and resources of our lakeshore by hosting events that spotlights Euclid’s location, culture and 

history.  The Lakeshore Group organized a year and a half ago and meets regularly at the Erie Waters on 

Shore Center Drive.  Please consult the website for the next scheduled meeting.  Thank you. 

 

Mr. Brian Palisin – 27100 Oriole Ave.  First off, on behalf of the Euclid Hunger Center, I want to thank 

everybody here, Administration for supporting the resolution to continue to waive the rent for the Hunger 

Center.  It truly is amazing to see the need for many folks here in the City of Euclid and it does a lot of good 

for a lot of people who need it. 

 Second question, Mr. Chairman, at the Hillandale meeting in the Executive Committee meeting will there 

be time for the residents to ask questions or? 

 

President Sustarsic – We’ll check on that.  We’ll see.  What we want to do is, is have Council, I’m sure  

through Council representatives they can pretty much field questions that they might have.  We will, I think 

we can entertain the audience.  We’ll let you know when it is and what’s going on.  Again with that, we want 

to get the fullest information on everything. 

 

Mr. Palisin – It’s an important issue and it’d be great to have residents be able to ask questions at the 

appropriate meeting.  Thank you. 

 

Mr. Harvey Mlachak – 23831 Lakeshore Blvd.  Publicity has never been a reason for my being here.  

However, it is my primary reason for being here.  I hope I can get through this without anyone 

misunderstanding or getting the wrong impression.  Last week I happened to be in the basement of the Shore 

Cultural Centre when I saw two rows of people with somber faces waiting in line for their name or number to 

be called.  At the end of the line it dawned on me that the room in front of me was the office of the Hunger 

Center.  The only happy, smiling faces around were the people in the office going about their labor of love.  

Distributing food and staples less fortunate than most of us.  You know the wives and mothers of those folks 

don’t have the option of asking their families what would you like for supper tonight?  Whatever is in that 

gunnysack has already determined that.  My point when you’re done with your Christmas shopping and 

should you have a couple of bucks leftover in your kick, drop them off at the Hunger Center.  It’ll be much 

appreciated.  It won’t hurt and it’ll even make you feel good.  Thank you very much.  Happy Holiday to you 

all. 

 

Mr. Dennis Fricky – 141 E. 280th.  Happy holidays to everyone.  First of all, I want to thank the 17 fellow 

Euclideans who gave me the opportunity to have my 5 minutes tonight.  I missed it last week.   

 Second, I’d like to urge everyone that’s involved that’s everybody on Council and the Administration that 

if they could get a copy of the last Planning & Zoning Committee meeting in October.  That I think that would 

be really helpful with the Hillandale.  Kind of gives you a flavor of where that’s all going.  One comment 

about that, now that the economy is picked up, Euclid has seen an increase in business to Century Corners.  I 

think that should give us some kind of indication that maybe the Hillandale land should be left zoned light 

industrial.  But what I really came up here to talk about tonight is the Golf Course Clubhouse. 

 Here are my concerns by not accepting the bids for that.  One is the interest rates have never been this 

low.  Mr. Greenspan, who controls monetary policy, said that interest rates are going to go up next year.  The 

second thing is that price of materials and wages are going up with the economy doing better.  Third one is the 

bids that came in are 1% lower than were estimated.  With the economy getting better I don’t think that’s 

going to happen next time around.  Also by doing both the Senior Center and the Golf Course that was 

supposed to be less expensive.  Well, now we can’t do that. 

 I also read in the paper, this is four if you’re keeping track.  I read in the paper about building a new 

clubhouse.  That would mean that we’d be wasting $330,000 that we’ve already got into the old building.  And 

that’s not counting the cost of moving the seniors and the cost at Euclid Square Mall.  I don’t know how much 

that is, but it’s got to be something.  If you recall on November 17th, Councilman McTighe, he said we’ve got 

too much money invested in this because he wasn’t gung ho on it but he could see that we’ve already got the 

money invested.  We’re throwing away $330,000. 

 Number 5, also in the paper was talked about the City was getting into the banquet business and never, 

never was that the plan.  I heard many times Council President Gudenas say we’ll take, we’ll take out leases to 

the highest bidder.  And then the City gets a percentage over a certain dollar amount.  That is very common. 

Manakiki, any place you want to go.  Whatever is done on this new clubhouse I would recommend that the 

City stay out of it except running the golf course.  I mean as far as anything that is going to be done now I 

would want the City out of it. 
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 Number 6, the project also would create jobs.  Not only in the building trades but in the people that work 

there.  The bigger banquet facility, more people working, you know what that means, they’re going to be 

paying City Income Tax.  There you go.  Also by putting this off it’s not going to 2004 for sure maybe not 

2005, we’re losing money; we’re losing money. 

 Number 7, considering the size of the clubhouse, I can’t imagine playing golf for 5 hours in 90-degree 

heat with 80% humidity and sitting outside eating with bees and flies all over you.  To give you analogy it’s 

like having a bowling banquet in March and sitting outside in 50-degree weather eating.  You can do that, but 

I don’t think you would want to do that.  The clubhouse was the right size. 

 Number 8, I think it needs to be mentioned that at the Vision 2020 more than one CEO said the new 

Administration needs to be more favorable to business.  By not awarding any contracts I think it sent the 

wrong message.  It cost them time and money to do this bidding.  Next time we go out for bids maybe they’ll 

be less people, less competition, maybe not as good as bids.  Probably, I don’t know whether some of you 

younger people don’t know him and I didn’t know him that well either I just moved here, but you know way 

back when in 1996, Mr. DeNiro, remember him? 

 

President Sustarsic – Excuse me, sir, you’ll have to wrap up your comments pretty quickly because of the 5 

minutes. 

 

Mr. Fricky – Already?  Oh no, oh no, already I’m talking to long.  Let me wrap up the last give me one 

second.   Okay, in summary after one year of studies that, which cost money, Administration salaries and time 

they all reach a consensus.  Isn’t that what Democracy is all about?  This was the right plan.  We’re back to 

square 1.  Hopefully, we will get some kind of clubhouse.  As I said Mr. DeNiro in 1996 said we want it.  We 

don’t have it yet.  Thank you. 

 

Ms. Regina Hauck – 116 E. 197th St.  I wasn’t going to talk about this again, the Hillandale property, but Mr. 

Palisin brought up a good point and I was kind of concerned about the answer that he received.  I think it’s 

very important that the public is able to speak at the Executive meeting.  Mr. Peter Rubin of the Coral 

Company had to have three meetings with the public so that he was able to explain the project fully and 

answer the public’s question before the Council would vote on it.  I would expect since according to Mr. 

Gruber’s words this project will dwarf anything on the lakefront that the same, if not more, effort would be put 

into getting the public’s views on this project and making sure that the public fully understands this project 

before it is voted on.   

 Next thing I want to ask, I have some questions about the Council Committees.  Who, made up the 

Council Committees?  Was that like an input of all of Council or were Council people assigned to 

committees? 

 

President Sustarsic – Council people were assigned to the Committees. 

 

Ms. Hauck – All right, I have a question.  I don’t know who assigned them, but we have a Council member 

who’s entire campaign was based on expertise in finance and budgeting and years and years of experience in 

the professional world and education in this field.  And I’m sure, I’m speaking of Charlene Mancuso, and I’m 

sure many voted for her because of this expertise and I want to go on record as saying I’m very disappointed 

that this expertise is not being used and she is not the Finance Committee.  And I think every resident in this 

City should be upset about that.  We are at a time in our City when we are at a budget crisis and we need all 

the expertise that we can have to help with this.  I’m very upset.  I don’t know, like I said, who assigned these 

Committees but I think whoever did should really explain themselves to the citizens of the City and really 

rethink the makeup of this Committee.  And actually, I would like it to be all Council members on this 

Committee.  I think it’s important.  The budget is probably one of the most important things in this that this 

Council will have to deal with and I think all Council members should have a vote on how this money is being 

spent.  And I would like to ask that that Committee is redrawn and all Council members are made members. 

 Another comment I want to make, I was out of town for a while and when I came back I was trying to 

catch up on things and I noticed that this week on ECTV there is no Board of Control meeting.  And I just 

wanted to ask is that just a fluke because, you know, people with new jobs and that we can expect that to be 

caught up next week? 

 

Mayor Cervenik – No, that’s, that’s a decision made for budgetary constraints.  We are going to have to do 

some reduction in the amount of ECTV.  And I made the decision that would be done.  Minutes of the Board 

of Control can be obtained at the Clerk’s office or I’m sorry in the Finance Department. 

 

Ms. Hauck – Can you please get the e-mail list then from Regina Cahill and e-mail that as she does the 

agenda?  Because I know I like to keep abreast of that.  I mean $15,000 can add up pretty easily and I’d like to 

make sure I know where the money’s being spent for the City and I know I’m not the only one.  With the time 

of that meeting being at 4 o’clock in the afternoon, citizens aren’t able to attend that meeting.  So if you could 
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e-mail that to people that are interested I’d appreciate it.  Or else perhaps they could be posted on the website 

so people can go there at their leisure and get the minutes themselves. 

 Let’s see I do believe that’s it for today.  I have a minute and 16 left.  Thank you. 

 

Ms. Susan McGinn – 141 Sunnycliff Dr.  I’m here to speak about the change of plans for the golf course also.  

I’ll start off quoting the Sun Journal of last week that Mayor Cervenik said Monday that Finance Director Jack 

Johnson announced the Board of Control will not award a contract because the proposed facility is larger than 

needed at the golf course.  I have a couple of questions about that quote. 

 I’m curious about the process that this decision, how you came to this decision.  How was it made?  

Who made it?  Where’s your research, data, findings?  Who was consulted?  It was my understanding that the 

previous city council had already completed this process, voted on it several times.  They did the research, 

they had the data, they did the leg work and they found the opposite of what you are proposing.   

 The Sun Journal goes on to say by Mayor Cervenik that our average golf outing is for 60 people.  My 

question to that is, yes we can only now accommodate small outings and that is a small outing, but isn’t our 

goal here to grow and to enhance the facility so our outings can be larger and more profitable for the city.   

 I’ll close by saying it is a waste to throw out the efforts of the past Council and the plan should remain 

as it was voted on.  Thank you. 

 

Ms. Rose M. Allen – 26241 Lake Shore Blvd., for 27 years.  I don’t have any complaints or questions at this 

time, but more of a request.  I’m very proud to call Euclid my home.  I’ve done so for 27 years.  I believe this 

is one of the best locations in the entire nation and I’d like to see that the new Council, the new President of 

Council and the new Mayor, all work together.  Whatever goes on in the business of running Euclid, that each 

council person take the time to think about what is best for the City of Euclid.   

I’d like to continue to be proud of calling Euclid my home and I’m hoping that any of the troubles of the past 

will go out as this year goes out on December 31st.  When January 1 comes in that we all come, the citizens, 

the council, the council president and the Mayor all work together to make Euclid the most beautiful city that 

it already is. And that it shows to the rest of the country, the rest of the State of Ohio, that we are definitely a 

very viable city and that Euclid is a place that everybody is proud to call home.   

 

Mr. Joe Udovic – 21371 Naumann.  I, too, would like to talk about the golf club house this evening.  Being the 

fact that my landscape season is temporary, right now, suspended until spring time, I’ve had time to do a little 

bit of research.  I called a number of golf courses and found out what they had as far as banquet room facilities 

and/or facilities for outings. 

 Most of them had pavilions, similar to what Euclid has, so they cannot have a full-blown type of a 

party.  Pine Ridge, they do have a facility.  They have two party facilities.  The downstairs seats up to 100 

people.  The upstairs seats 240 people.  Both facilities are not only for golfers.  They can be for weddings, bar 

mitzvah’s, birthday parties, reunions, any type of celebration events.  I also had a chance to talk to Manakiki.  

They have a minimum of 25 people to a maximum of 250 people.  Golfers use it and all kinds of parties are 

attracted to Manakki. 

 Yesterday I had a chance to work at La Vera Party Center.  We had a birthday party, only 100 people 

use the facility.  I was looking at the Browns game, I noticed that Willoughby Hills station was advertising the 

new community center that they opened which is also a party facility.  I talked with the management of La 

Vera, they are not worried about the competition of people going to the community center to host a party.  La 

Vera has their own draw.  They have certain people who like to go to La Vera and have the food of La Vera.  

Our golf clubhouse, we can bring in a caterer, or we can have a list of recommended caterers that come to our 

facility.  We have here a chance, in Euclid, to bring more people to come in. 

 A number of years ago I did play golf with Sunny’s Bar in Wickliffe. After the outing we had to go 

somewhere else to eat.  We went to James Catering in Downtown Euclid.  We did not have a facility, but we 

can have and indoor facility where we can enjoy and relax.  This would be great to have if we would think 

bigger.  I noticed also on St. Clair by 200th St., there’s a huge billboard that states, Dream Big.  Why isn’t our 

community dreaming big?  If we’re encouraging children to think big and look to the future and have big 

dreams, why isn’t this community doing the same thing?  I would also like to recommend City Council during 

the Christmas break try to locate a book called, The Magic of Thinking Big.  If you think big, you are going to 

expect to have big things come.  Thank you.  Have a good evening. 

 

Dr. Vic Leanza – 25651 Edgecliff Dr.   Must be nice to be called new.  I wanted to react a little bit to the 

meeting of a couple of weeks ago.  The meeting of a few weeks ago was a good meeting, a little bumpy start, 

but what would you expect with a new Council and I think it is nice to be called new.  I wish somebody would 

call me new.  I wanted to speak to decorum and procedure, just as the Council President spoke to us before the 

meeting in the audience.  A short lecture on decorum, dignity and that kind of thing.  Since the main vehicle 

here is language, I think what we really need to do is be very precise and dignified in our language. 

 First of all when we move, we move.  We don’t make a motion.  That’s making a motion.  We move 

and of course it is called a motion.  If a motion is on the floor, if someone moves and seconds and it is not on 
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the agenda, I think it should be audible, particularly to Americans with Disabilities since the Congress passed 

that Act in 1989 and it was signed by President Bush, Sr. in 1990. That’s called a reasonable accommodation. 

 When a motion was removed by Chairman Sustarsic to cut the time from 5 minutes to 2 after the 

amendment to 3 minutes was defeated.  I did not hear the person who made the second to that motion, 

withdraw their second.  I’m not unsophisticated in parliamentary procedure.  Therefore when a motion is 

pulled off, the person who seconded it first indicates that they are pulling off their second. 

 Also, I believe that when we use the term signified by saying aye and the people answer  yes.  I think 

you should say something other than that because that’s technically correct to say signify or call for your yes 

or no or something like that. Technically correct would be to say, indicate by saying yes or no.  Or indicate by 

saying aye or nay.   

 Also, I want to talk about appearance.  Since we’re talking about decorum and dignity and I think its 

important that the two members of Council who are related even though they are elected in their own right, do 

not give the appearance of nepotism by playing up the familial relationship.  That should be played down 

because you’re all individual members of Council elected by the citizens and it should appear that way, 

especially since its on television and so on.  

 That’s very important that we have those kinds of technically correct use of language.  I congratulate 

all of you.  It’s a tough and demanding job.  It is also a job that puts you in the public eye and gives you a lot 

of responsibility.  So have a healthy and safe holiday.  We’ll be watching for the decorum that we expect.  

Thank you. 

 

Mr. Ron Emser – 26501 Farringdon Ave.  Congratulations to you one and all.  Took me awhile to get around 

to that, but again congratulations on your victories.  I really wasn’t intending to get up here.  I just wanted to 

make a candid observation as being a former employee of the city and being with community television.  I 

find it ironic that the only meeting necessarily being cut for budgetary reasons happens to be during the 8:30-

5:00 schedule where the staff should be here anyway.  I just find that curious.  I hate to, I’m not going to 

second guess why things are getting done, but I might question motives.   

Primarily that’s all I really wanted to say.  Other than I thought it was really interesting that you’re 

giving a resolution out to Hilltop for a golfing event at the same time, primarily eliminating or down-sizing the 

location.  If it rains on their day, I'm sure the former Mayor can tell you about soggy steaks and the rest of it.  I 

hope you reconsider that as well.  Thank you. 

 

Mrs. Ann Rocker – 246 E. 272 St.  Of course I’ve been here before.  Mayor Oyaski used my property for his 

personal use to reward Harold Daugherty for what reason I don’t know.  The Mayor would not permit city 

workers to condemn a building code violation installed in 1993 by Daugherty Construction on my neighbor’s 

garage that was seriously damaging my property.  Not finding a lawyer to take my case, I took Daugherty 

Construction and the neighbor Mrs. Kalounis to Euclid Small Claims Court.  After a brief statement by me, 

Magistrate Syracuse said I was over the two year statute of limitations.  It appeared the case was cut and dried 

before we got to the court because he got no information from me.  Harold Daugherty presented two pictures.  

One of my backyard and the second picture of a 10 ft. drainage drain pipe on the edge of the neighbor’s 

driveway with a shallow elbow directed towards the drain.  It is not fastened down.  It is less than one foot 

from my yard.  Daugherty said he installed it in 1994.  I said he is lying and handed the Magistrate a copy of a 

violation notice sent to the neighbors to correct their violation and not cause water issues with the neighbor.  

The violation notice was dated October 18, 2001.  A difference of 7 years.  This caused confusion.  It may 

have blown the Magistrate’s prepared script.  The Magistrate was talking to Daugherty and as they were face-

to-face, I heard very little of what was said until the Bailiff was calling the next case.  The hearing ended 

abruptly and in a very questionable manner.  I received the verdict in 7 days.  My claim was precluded by the 

two year statute of limitations for negligence.   

 I wrote a letter to the Magistrate and Judge LeBarron, my case should not be judged by any time limit 

because Mayor Oyaski would not permit any corrections to the violation until outside intervention on the part 

of Daryl Langman, at that time a candidate for Council.  I applied for a hearing with Judge LeBarron.  Five 

weeks and some days later, I received a letter from the Judge stating on review of my case the objections were 

documented.  The finding of the Magistrate reviewed my objections were overruled and I lost my case.  

Nothing was said about the perjury by Harold Daugherty.  I requested a hearing granted by Ordinance 235-92 

on page 108 E.  I was told by Councilman Langman a meeting of this nature would be hard to assemble.  I did 

wonder about the 20/20 Committee.  I guess its shut down now with this new administration.  I received a 

letter from Mr. Tollerup trying to white-wash the administration’s involvement in trashing not only my 

property but my rights as an honest taxpaying citizen who never made trouble for anyone.  Now I am in 

trouble and fighting these corrupt home-grown Mafia who are only interested in protecting their own turf and 

their friends as well at the expense of the taxpayer instead of doing the job they were elected or appointed to. 

 I wonder if the Court has performed in this slip-shot manner in other cases. 

 

President Sustarsic – Excuse me ma’am, your time is up.  I would suggest that you get in touch with the 

Mayor’s office and maybe we could ... 
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Mrs. Rocker – Pardon me. 

 

President Sustarsic – Get in touch with the Mayor’s Office ... 

 

Mrs. Rocker – The resonance in this hall makes it a little difficult with my almost 93 year old ears. 

 

President Sustarsic – We’ll have somebody from the city get in touch with you.  Thank you. 

 

Councilman Daly moved to rise and report.  Councilwoman Hufnagle seconded.  Yeas: Unanimous. 

 

COUNCILMEN’S COMMENTS 

Councilman Delaney – I’m glad to see that we’re going to follow the round-robin procedure.  First, Merry 

Christmas and Happy New Year to all of our city.  But what I really need to discuss to piggy-back on some of 

the concerns that the residents, was the cancellation of the bids at the golf course.  I was involved at some 

point or another at different meetings throughout the two years.  I read Director Johnson’s memo.  I’ve taken 

great exception to it.   

 In your memo you have concerns about the other project also meaning the senior center and you fear 

that it was to late to stop it. Were there intentions to stop construction at the senior center at the Euclid Park 

Clubhouse? 

Mayor Cervenik – Are you addressing me Mr. Delaney?  I definitely looked and will continue to look at ways 

to save money on that project too.  This is a temporary hold on the golf course.  We received bids that were 

quoted as saying lower than thought were coming in.  That’s provided we use the lowest bid. There’s some 

concern whether two of the bids that were extremely low compared to the next bidders up, we know are the 

lowest.  We’re not sure they’re the best.   

 I met with bond counsel before I took office.  I met with their underwriter before they took office.  

They are extremely concerned.  Regardless of what was told to you before I took office.  They are extremely 

concerned about our ability to borrow and our ability to pay.  There’s a big difference between what we can 

legally borrow and what we can legally pay back.  As Mayor of this City, I can’t go forward with the project 

blindly without looking at a few other alternatives that could save us $700,000-$800,000 including what we 

spent on the building.  Because the asbestos removal was going to be done whether we used that building or 

knocked it down.  All I’m asking for as I put in my memo, a little bit of time, first week in January.  We’re 

going to sit down with parties and I’m going to ask the President to put Hugh Daly as the Council 

Representative because he’s on the Recreation Committee to resolve this. 

 If it appears that a smaller building that’s more suitable to the golfers we entertain right now, then we 

would probably yes go forward because the building does need to be done.  But we need to understand and 

there’s some items in here.  If  our goal is to have more outings, then we have 63% of our rounds of golf, 

12,500 are played openly by our residents.  We had 20,000 rounds of golf in 2003 which is higher than 

virtually any course around here.  Common wisdom says if we start having more larger outings, we’re going 

to be knocking out some of our residents’ open play.  That needs to be looked at.   

 I do not feel that the plan that was proposed before I was Mayor looked at everything and I know we 

didn’t use the golf course’s personnel’s expertise on the matter.  I’m just asking for a little patience.  For two 

years the former council blamed my council for all the ills.  This Mayor will not do that.  I took this office 

knowing what I had to deal with and I will do it.  All I’m asking for is give me a little bit of time to make sure 

we’re not bankrupting the city for this building. 

 

Councilman Delaney – Please, incrementally, as you heard from the residents, incrementally there are some 

things in this memorandum that I’d like to address.  Fine I’d be more than happy for you to address it.  Fine, 

I’d be more than happy for Director Johnson. I, in faith, come to this job, of course expecting politics to be 

behind us, as it was two years ago, very much was.  Mayor Oyaski had a great deal to do with the input of this 

project as well. I appreciated your e-mail.  I wish I had more time to read it.  I went down it very quickly. You 

did say you opened yourself up to communication.  I promise to take advantage of that.  However, this in 

action, is exactly opposite of what to expect.  I’ll expect every time for your open communication.  But my 

action right now, for this project, is not open.  It was done quickly and in haste.  What we have here in no 

input from staff, our regular customers.  We’re you aware that the plans hung in the golf course for over a 

year?  Everyone saw them. Bob DeMinico the Recreation Director whose 25% of his salary is billed to the 

golf course.  I’m assuming 25% of his time should be spent there.  He was at every meeting.  I, myself, was in 

a meeting with a member from Clearwater, Florida that came up here and specifically gave us ideas and 

expertise.  Cawrse and Associates, Land Planners at Chagrin Falls that had done hundreds of golf courses.  

Jeff  who’s built hundreds of golf course communities, high-end homes around beautiful expensive golf 

courses.  Public courses, private courses, the whole gambit.  No one asked.  Panzica construction was brought 

in.  You mentioned in your e-mail that Mr. Koss had reservations about this plan.  He pushed very much so for 

the projects to go side-by-side and to put the seniors in the Euclid Square Mall.  As a representative of this 

government, to say that you would look into stopping the senior center with the seniors that being their biggest 

concern that they’d be marooned at the Mall, that really needs to be clarified.   
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 You go in and say supporting documentation.  I don’t see documentation.  I’d like to see the 

documentation from Mr. Koss.  I need to see these things from Alan Baca.  Because what you’re saying here, 

is exact opposite of the two years work that went on.  The $300,000 that was invested.   

 

President Sustarsic – Mr. Delaney .... 

 

Councilman Delaney – Let me close with two things.  The Irish American Club and the Vets Club are both 

mentioned here.  Did they complain?  If so, I need to know if they’re going to be mentioned as really moving 

this project down the tubes.  The last thing I have to say is the rounds of golf are down.  Our own Chamber of 

Commerce uses Quail Hollow.  The Soft Ball Museum goes out the Chagrin Falls.  These are all the things 

that were outlined by people who use the course, people who work at the course.  It was all brought to the 

table.  There’s a lot of documentation for that, so please follow this memo up with documentation. Thank you. 

 

A short break was taken. 

 

Councilman Gruber – I would like to thank the Indian Hills Association for inviting me to their holiday event.  

It was ...... 

 

President Sustarsic – Excuse me please.  If we could keep it down.  We have reconvened. 

 

Councilman Gruber – I didn’t talk during their 5 minutes.  Also I would like to congratulate Councilman 

Delaney, he had a nice little write up in yesterday’s Plain Dealer in the magazine.  Alumni Museum 

dedication, Dec. 20th at 5 PM.  I would like to ask Acting Director Gliha, we’ve been talking recently about 

some pretty significant movement in some properties on Euclid Ave.  You don’t have to give us any specific 

details, but things are looking up for several of the properties, Century Corners and probably the old Argo-

Tech property? 

 

Acting Director Gliha – We’ve had some very active, hot, inquiries.  The Administration is specifically 

working with 4 different businesses.  We’ve already received one letter of intent for 3 acres at Century 

Corners.  We spoke with the individuals today.  They hope to get us a bid on the three acres before year’s end 

and they were even thinking by week’s end.   

 We have one business, we are working with the new development corp with, the administration is.  

That company after a series of meeting with us has cancelled their plans to buy a facility in Mentor.  They are 

now in the process of putting together building plans with a developer and gathering cost estimates for a 

proposed new complex at Century Corners.  We fully expect to receive a bid on an additional three acres from 

that company before the year ends. 

 We also have one major company who has been looking throughout the State of Ohio.  They’ve ruled 

out the City of Cincinnati, and they’ve ruled out several other cities.  They did meet with the City of Cleveland 

last week, but they have told us they would be getting back to us with hopefully some very good news on their 

plans for Century Corners once again.   

 Ironically there is another business who we just met with last week.  The contact is a little new, 

although we’ve worked with the business in the past, unsuccessfully to try and find them something suitable in 

Euclid.  We are working with them, not only at Century Corners, but throughout the City of Euclid.  

 There is very good news.  We fully expect at least two bids on property by the end of the year.  

Hopefully if all of this comes through, we’ll fill Century Corners plus maybe some land at Heritage Park and 

some other areas.  Thank you. 

 

Councilman Gruber – Thank you Director Gliha.  I know that I recently got an inquiry from a gentleman about 

property over at the Incinerator Plant and I forwarded that to you. Also I was on a little field trip with Gary 

DeWine to Mentor to look at some buildings that might have a possibility at the Calabrese property, just to get 

an idea of what they may look like.  There are people definitely interested and its amazing how the flurry of 

activity is all of a sudden started up again and we’re really happy for that.  As you know, if there’s anything I 

can do to assist, I’ll be glad to help.  Have a Happy, Merry, Holiday Season. 

 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail – Director Gulich, could you remind the residents what our procedure is for 

snow removal and salting the roads.  I did have a call from a resident over the weekend concerned about the 

shape of the roads. 

 

Director Gulich – I’ll be glad to go over our priorities.  Our priorities are rather simple.  Dealing with blizzards 

sometimes are a little less than simple. Our number one priority is the hills.  That’s the first thing we try to 

keep clear, salt and plowing.  Second priority is our mains.  By the mains I refer to our State routes, Euclid 

Ave., Lake Shore Blvd., the interconnecting main streets between them, including E. 260 and onward across 

our city.  After that, the priorities move to some secondary streets.  I hate to try to list them off because I’m 

sure I’ll leave some out.  Shore Center Dr., streets like that are secondaries.  Those are our primary concerns.  
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When we are assured that those are safe, we have enough people then we can move to the side streets and 

concentrate on the side streets.  We do it on a priority basis.  We deal with it as best we can.  Sometimes we 

have varying conditions across the city.  We could have drifting snow at Lake Shore and at the same time 

there’s already 5-6 inches fallen on the hill.  Obviously we modify that as the needs change across the city. 

 

Councilwoman Holzheimer Gail – I wish everyone a Happy, Healthy Holiday and New Year. 

 

Councilwoman Hufnagle – I want to thank the Treadwell Homeowner’s Association for inviting me to their 

Christmas meeting last week.  I enjoyed it.  I would also like to take the opportunity to extend my sympathy to 

the family of a long-time Euclid resident, Mr. Edward Czyzycki.  Mr. Czyzycki and his wife, Mary, life across 

the street from me.  They’ve raised 5 children in the city. They have 12 grandchildren and 2 great 

grandchildren.  Mr. Czyzycki was a teacher for 33 years, putting in 23 years in the Euclid Schools.  Mr. 

Czyzycki passed away after a brief illness last week and I’d like to extend my sympathy to his family.  He’ll 

be greatly missed. 

 I would like to wish everyone Happy Holidays.  Thank you. 

 

Councilman Langman – Mayor, I did not have a chance to see your e-mail.  I don’t know exactly what is in it.  

I did have some concerns about the process regarding the golf course.  As you know, the men and women that 

worked on the project during the last season, I think you’d agree are people of integrity and want to see what’s 

best for this city.  I’m concerned that we don’t simply toss all that work aside because of election cycles or 

opinions or what not.  If we are going to do something, we need to do it based on the facts.  I believe that there 

were quite a few facts gathered regarding the plan that has been put on hold or thrown out.  

The golf course represents a microcosm of where this city is.  We’ve got to raise the bar. In other 

words, we’ve got to make the proper investment so that the golf course is not only adequate today, but is 

adequate and competitive tomorrow.  If we don’t do that, we will build something that will be obsolete right 

off the bat.   

As for competing with the caterers, it doesn’t have to be a competition.  They can be part of the 

process with the facilities.  All it takes is a matter of negotiation and offering them a chance to share in the 

success of the potential facilities.  I’m hoping that, in fact, that the process is not closed and we’re not simply 

going to move ahead and demolish the current structure.  Even though it may not be suffice as is, it also has 

some historical significance.  I don’t want to read in the paper that okay we’re going to get rid of this.  I want 

to make sure that the process is open and all the facts are laid on the table, so its not simply somebody’s 

opinion versus somebody else’s opinion.  We need to have the facts so that we can move forward.   

I think the last plan was a good one.  Council voted 5 times on various ordinances to move forward and 

it was done in an open forum.  People had a chance to comment.  We’ve lost sort of this synergy that was 

proposed behind the original concept.  I am afraid that the cost may rise and that the building we get may not 

generate the revenues that we were expecting and therefore its going to come out more from the bond 

retirement fund.  I hope that everybody will have an open mind in the administration and that we’re not just 

set on billing something that I think could turn out to be inadequate 2 years from now, 5 years from now, 10 

years from now.  We’ve got to keep raising the bar in this city.  Be it housing, development of all kinds, that’s 

what we need to do.  Thank you. 

 

Councilwoman Mancuso – I, too, would like to ask, I’ve gotten to see the Mayor’s e-mail this afternoon.  Just 

briefly got to see it.  I would like to know if they’re going to have open communications on not just this issue 

but some of the other issues that are coming up. Especially for the newer council people, the budget is very 

important to us.  I’m hoping this statement was true and look forward to some open dialogue about the budget 

as this goes forward.   

 On a different topic, our cable TV station, and I know you’re our expert, Mr. Johnson.  I would like to 

know if we couldn’t do something with our high school students to keep that forum open.  There are a 

tremendous number of residents who really can’t catch what’s going on during business hours and do use it as 

a mechanism to stay current.  Frankly I want them to be current so that they ask us good questions.  That’s 

why we’re here.  I would ask, did you try to investigate even something that we can do with the high school 

kids doing an internship or something, so that we can keep that mechanism open for them.   

 On a little different venue, I’ve been working with Mr. Hayes on the Wireless Communication.  One of 

the other things that I think I’m not alone as a citizen, I would like to see some competition for Adelphia as 

one of our citizens had opened up at the microphone and said he would talk with you.  You’ve had some 

workings with people before and I’m wondering if you’ve had an opportunity to open that venue as far as do 

we have other ways that we can draw people into the city to produce some competition which in the long run 

is usually a good thing. 

 

Director Johnson – I can address those now on both of those subjects.  The previous Council even passed a 

Resolution supporting our investigation of looking at, entering into some kind of arrangement with the public 

schools to create an internship program.  We did meet with Mr. Gilliotti and Mr. Burkhart and this was in 

September.  What they told us is that number one, they were working on a program to try to create a learning 
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experience for the students and make it curriculum based.  At that point, they were in the process of 

developing that curriculum and they hope to have something by the second semester of this year, which should 

be after the first of this year. 

 There second concern was that they were very much concerned about any effort to supplant employees 

with students.  They were not particularly interested in doing that.  They are more concerned with the 

education of the kids.  If there was something that they could utilize in terms of our facilities that would fit 

into the curriculum they develop, there was a possibility of doing that.  

In terms of Adelphia, I have talked to Councilman Gruber and we are investigating that.  One of the 

issues that you have to understand.  We have talked to, I believe Ameritech at that time before they became 

SBC, had a cable company, I believe it was called Cablecast or Americast.  We have talked to them.  We 

talked to them years ago about coming into the city to provide competition in the cable TV area.  One of the 

major considerations is a company has to find a pretty good return on investment.  If they are going to come 

into the city and string all the telephone poles with fiber co-ax copper cable, Adelphia, which they acquired 

the system from Cablevision, has a tremendous investment in wiring and facilities on the poles.  The big 

challenge is to find a company that can come in and compete with them and start completely from scratch.  

They would have to put their own wires on the poles and everything.  That’s the challenge in that, but we are 

looking at it. 

 

Councilwoman Mancuso – I would appreciate if I could be involved with that.  I do think competition is a 

good thing.  There are people out there that would be more than willing to at least take a look at it.  With that, 

I wish everybody Happy Holidays.  Thank you. 

 

Councilman Sustarsic – I would like to thank the service workers for digging us out of the snow Sunday.  

They did a heck of a job.  I work on 185th Street at the Chevy Dealer and there was a noticeable difference 

between the Cleveland side of the street and the Euclid side of the street.  Job well done.  I would like to wish 

everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays and a Prosperous New Year.  Thank you. 

 

President Sustarsic – Just a few brief comments.  I was fortunate enough to attend the VA St. Joe’s ceremony 

last week with the Mayor, honoring the football team and the accomplishments they had in the past year.  It 

was very, very gratifying and had a lot of good, young, youth, as opposed to what makes the papers the 

majority of the time. There is a lot of promise out the of the young community. 

 Also I would like to say as far as Mr. Czyzycki was concerned, his contributions to the community, 

along with those of his wife, as well as to the education of many children in this community are greatly 

appreciated and his presence will be sorely missed. 

 In as far as committee assignments, committee assignments do stand as they have been.  I might only 

remind everybody that regardless of expertise and if they may not be happy with the committee assignments, 

ultimately people have to remember that once issues are taken up and worked on in a committee, they are 

forwarded onto the whole council whereby the whole council has the final or ultimate vote on particular 

issues.  At that time they can ask any questions that might need asking that they feel the committee did not. 

 On that note, I’d like to wish everybody a Season’s Greetings, Happy Holidays and a Healthy, Happy 

and Prosperous New Year to everyone throughout the City.  Council, look forward to working with you next 

year, the Administration, Chiefs.   

 

Mayor Cervenik – I would just like to add to the last few comments that were made concerning the golf 

course.  Strictly finances.  I’ve got the book, I’ve got the facts on my desk.  It’s about this thick.  You’re 

welcome to come in and look at it.  I just couldn’t justify awarding contracts today that we would have to hold 

onto that would put our capital funds in jeopardy when I talked to our Safety Forces and find out that over the 

next 4-5 years we’re going to have to spend $2.5 million on communication equipment.  Strictly prioritizing.  

That’s all it is.  I think when its all said and done, we will have a beautiful building there, it could be what you 

have now, if this study is done.  So that’s why it was done today.  Open communication, like I said in my e-

mail, I want to work with all of you.  Stop in my office.  To make sure I’m there, call first.  Stop in, say hi.  I 

let residents do it.  I let you do it.  If I’m not in a meeting, and I’m in this building, stop in and I can tell you 

what’s going on.  As I said in the e-mail, I’m going to try and do that every two weeks, just to let you know.  I 

may do it every week, if its a busy week like this week is starting and today is only Monday.  Just to let you 

know little things that are going on.  I want you’re input.  Please do the same for me.  If you’ve got things 

going on in your ward in the city that you think I should know about, I might want to know about it.  There’s 

something going on that maybe I could stop in, please do.  It is going to make our job a lot easier.  Okay, we’ll 

be working on it in the beginning of January and we will all come to a final conclusion on it.  I just ask for the 

patience because I’m very concerned about the finances.  Everybody, great Holiday Season. 

 

Councilman Daly – Mr. Hal Daugherty’s name came up tonight.  I’ve known Hal for a long time.  He had an 

opportunity, his business was very successful to move.  He looked at locations outside the City.  He choose a 

location inside the city. Invested a lot of money into that facility on Lakeland.  He’s an active sponsor of youth 

activities in this city by sponsoring teams that play.  He’s also involved individually coaching, I know he’s 
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involved with the boy scouts.  Hal is a contractor that I recommend, I use.  Honest and integrity is something 

that he is all about.  I for one, knowing him, wanted to make sure that was heard.   

 Secondly, Mayor, congratulations on your election.  I know that its your authority that if you or your 

finance director are concerned over the dollars or figures at the golf course, and I commend you for using your 

authority to put a stay on this project until we are sure this is something we want to move forward with.   

 On Ed Czyzycki, I want to echo the other comments.  Ed Czyzycki was a long time family friend and 

will be sorely missed.  I will just wrap up with Happy Holidays to our entire city.  Thank you. 

 

Councilman Daly moved to adjourn.  Councilman Delaney seconded.  Yeas: Unanimous. 

 

Attest: 

 

 

 

_____________________________     ______________________________ 

Clerk of Council       President of Council 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


