
COUNCIL MINUTES 
March 7, 2011 

 
The regular Council Meeting was held on Monday, March 7, 2011  at 7:00 PM in the Euclid Municipal Center 
Council Chamber. Council President Holzheimer Gail presided. 
 
Members Present:  Gilliham, Scarniench, Jones, Minarik, O’Neill, Wojtila, Van Ho, Holzheimer Gail.   
    Excused:  Langman 
Councilwoman Scarniench moved to excuse Councilman Langman, Councilman Minarik seconded.  Yeas:  
Unanimous. 
 
Others Present:  Law Director Frey, CS&ED Director Pietravoia, Finance Director Brett, Service Director 
Smith, Fire Chief Cosgriff, Police Chief Repicky,  Clerk of Council Cahill. 
 
President Holzheimer Gail – Councilman Langman was not feeling well this evening and rather than passing it 
onto everybody he suggested that he take it easy.  Similarly with the Mayor, he is not feeling well as well 
tonight, so we wish both of them a speedy recovery and I’m sure they’ll be back with us soon.  
 

COUNCIL MINUTES 
Councilwoman Scarniench moved to receive the Council Minutes of February 22, 2011.  Councilman O’Neill 
seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 
 
President Holzheimer Gail – I would like to welcome, we have two students from the Academy of Court 
Reporting who are practicing with us this evening.  It appears that Professor Talbot from Cleveland State is 
back and has his class with him.  We welcome you and thanks for coming.  In the Mayor’s absence, I will turn 
to Law Director Frey for Administration Reports and Communications. 
 

ADMINISTRATION REPORTS & COMMUNICATIONS 
Law Director Frey with Fire Chief Cosgriff administered the Oath of Office to Fire Lt. Tim O’Neill. 
Law Director Frey with Police Chief Repicky administered the Oath of Office to new police officer Brett 
Buchs. 
 
Director Frey – We have a few other announcements that I would like to make on behalf of the Mayor and 
Directors.  First of all, this Thursday, 10:00 AM until 2:00 PM in City Hall a Blood Drive for the American Red 
Cross.  It goes without saying that the ability to donate blood is the gift of life.  We would encourage residents, 
employees of businesses, our city employees, and anybody who is available and capable of donating blood to 
come that day, 10:00 AM until 2:00 PM right here in the lobby at Euclid City Hall. 
 On Friday, May 13th and overnight through Saturday morning May 14th, the City of Euclid will be 
hosting again Relay for Life a function from the American Cancer Society.  We are looking for city teams, we 
are looking for individuals to donate to the program.  You can check details on the city website at 
cityofeuclid.com.  We are also looking for cancer survivors that can be honored in that event.  I will remind you 
that our last year goal was to raise $40,000.  We reached that goal last year.  We set an ambitious goal for this 
year to raise $50,000 for the American Cancer Society.  May 13th & 14th is the event, it is through the evening 
and overnight hours at the Euclid High School Stadium track.  We would ask that you consider becoming part 
of a team, forming a team or sponsoring walkers with pledges so we can reach that goal and come to eradicate 
cancer in our lifetime.  Details are available on the city website. 
 I’m indicating here in the notes from the Mayor that we are looking for volunteers to join the Euclid 
Shade Tree Commission.  The Mayor is intending to add replacement members to the Shade Tree Commission.  
If anybody is interested in joining that group who helps sponsor Arbor Day we have a resolution tonight.  Helps 
plan and promote the Euclid Pond and Garden Tour.  We need your assistance, if you’re interested in joining 
the Shade Tree, a Euclid resident, please contact the Mayor’s Office at 289-2751 or contact the Mayor by email, 
bcervenik@cityofeuclid.com 
 Our recreation programs, I want to announce that the ice arena closes on March 31st.  If you have an itch 
to skate, you better get there soon while the ice is still solid and we have public sessions for Tuesday and Friday 
7:00-8:30 PM and Saturday and Sunday from 1:00-2:30 PM.  
 Mini session for Learn to Swim begins Tuesday March 22 and Saturday March 26.  The lessons last 4 
weeks and it is a $15 for residents; $25 for non-residents.  More information on that program and all the 
recreation programs is available by contacting the Rec Dept. at 289-8114 or go on the city website to the 
Recreation Dept. to pick up current information.  I believe that concludes the Administration’s reports. 
 

REPORTS & COMMITTEE MINUTES 
Councilwoman Scarniench moved to receive the Fire Report – May – December, 2010; Police Report – January 
2011; Executive & Finance Com. Min.:  2-14-11; Board of Control Min.:  1-31-11; 2-7-11; 2-14-11; 2-22-11.  
Councilman Wojtila seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 
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COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE FOR LEGISLATIVE MATTERS ONLY 
Mr. Willie Brown – 26241 Lake Shore Blvd.  I’m here to speak regarding item #5, which is an ordinance 
amending Section 109.023 of the Administrative Code of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Euclid to 
provide additional criteria to be used when the city is determining the lowest and best bidder for a contract. 
 Now is an ideal time for council to enact and propose additional criteria for determining the lowest and 
best bid for contracts.  As the City moves forward with lakefront development and construction projects in our 
school system as they begin construction of four new elementary schools, it will be a positive reflection of our 
city’s leadership to take this pro-active measure.  Thank you. 
 
Mr. Christopher Litwinowicz – 21970 Morris Ave. Take a few minutes to speak about a couple of these issues.  
Concerning the lowest bid.  I consider lowest bid meaning looking into our community.  It will happen.  Not to 
get off the record but maybe that would happen if we would look into our community maybe our businesses 
would help that.  I know there’s a process but if somebody under bids that person and there’s 4-5 bids, you can’t 
say nothing if somebody donates their time.   
 Law Director, #5, what is this concerning a contract with Harold Thomas?   
 
President Holzheimer Gail – You can state all your questions and we’ll answer them during discussion.  That’s 
regarding medical services for the people in the jail. 
 
Mr. Litwinowicz – That is not covered by any of the State funds that was there?  I know for a fact you get a 
percentage like if you’re there so many days, you should get a credit and the State pays us money for that or the 
feds? 
 
President Holzheimer Gail – Not for medical but we will explain that. 
 
Mr. Litwinowicz – Resolution to celebrate Arbor Day.  You threw out 4th of July.  Right now I agree to have it, 
but I’ve seen this city throwing out to many things.  #8, there is no detail to that.  What neighborhood tenant 
association?  Does it mean anybody in the city can get a grant?  Because there’s been numerous committees in 
this city that have been told by our council their ideas don’t mean nothing.  Took a little different approach it is 
2011.  A resolution revising Section 6.  I think the public should be advised as to what the Ethics was and what 
it is now.  I’m for all these but it just the clarity of some things are not clarified.  Again, I would like to see us 
on a schedule so our public can get the stuff ahead, advance.  Not just four days.  We don’t have much time to 
do our research.  These are just ideas.  I’m done, thank you. 

 
LEGISLATION 

 
   Ord. (246-11)  CT Consultants for WWTP/Wet Weather Facility 
An ordinance authorizing the Director of Public Service of the City of Euclid to enter into a contract with CT 
Consultants, 8150 Sterling Court, Mentor, Ohio 44060, for Engineering services required for the Wastewater 
Treatment Plant/Wet Weather Auxiliary Treatment Facility improvements.  (Sponsored by Councilperson 
Wojtila by request of Service Director) 
 
Councilman Wojtila moved for passage, Councilman Van Ho seconded. 
 
Director Smith – Earlier today I received a few phone calls regarding this particular item along with the second 
and third item on the agenda as well.  Based on those conversations the administration was of the opinion that it 
would probably be best left sent to Service Committee.  That’s my suggestion at this time. 
 
President Holzheimer Gail – Councilman Wojtila, you have a tentative date scheduled I believe? 
 
Councilman Wojtila – We do have a tentative date of April 6th, first Wednesday in April.  We do have a long 
agenda that meeting.  I was thinking of this just prior to your comments, Director Smith, I would appreciate a 
tour of a swirl concentrator so if any of my colleagues would like to go with me, I’ll be going.  The meeting is 
April 6th.  Again there will be Chris Jones with Calfee Halter, he’s been our representative with the negotiations 
of the Consent Decree; Bob Fink with Maximus will be there working on the 2010 rate study for the Treatment 
Plant and also CT Consultants amongst other things to go over the three proposals that are part of the first three 
agenda items. 
 
Councilman Van Ho moved Ord. (246-11) to Public Service Committee.  Councilman Wojtila seconded. 
Roll Call:  Yeas:  Gilliham, Scarniench, Jones, Minarik, O’Neill, Wojtila, Van Ho, Holzheimer Gail. 
To Service Committee. 
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   Ord. (248-11) CT Consultants for U.S. EPA Consent Decree & Sewer Study 
An ordinance authorizing the Director of Public Service of the City of Euclid to enter into a contract with CT 
Consultants, Inc., 8150 Sterling Court, Mentor, Ohio 44060, for engineering services required to comply with 
the U.S. EPA Consent Decree and Euclid Sewer Study. (Sponsored by Councilperson Wojtila by request of 
Service Director) 
 
Councilman Wojtila moved for passage, Councilman O’Neill seconded. 
 
Director Smith – Once again these three items do run together, all pertain to the Waste Water Treatment Plant 
and once again the recommendation is to send it to committee as well.   
 
Councilwoman Minarik moved Ord. (248-11) to Public Service Committee.  Councilman O’Neill seconded. 
Roll Call:  Yeas:  Gilliham, Scarniench, Jones, Minarik, O’Neill, Wojtila, Van Ho, Holzheimer Gail. 
To Service Committee 
 
   Ord. (249-11) CT Consultants for CSO Swirl  
An ordinance authorizing the Director of Public Service of the City of Euclid to enter into a contract with CT 
Consultants, Inc., 8150 Sterling Court, Mentor, Ohio 44060, for engineering services required for the CSO 14, 
Upper Terrace Swirl Concentrator and Disinfection Improvements. (Sponsored by Councilperson Wojtila by 
request of Service Director) 
 
Councilman Wojtila moved for passage, Councilman Gilliham seconded. 
 
Director Smith – Once again the same recommendation to send to Service Committee. 
 
Councilwoman Jones moved Ord. (249-11) to Public Service Committee.  Councilwoman Scarniench seconded. 
Roll Call:  Yeas:  Gilliham, Scarniench, Jones, Minarik, O’Neill, Wojtila, Van Ho, Holzheimer Gail. 
To Service Committee. 
 
 Ord. 21-2011 (244-11) Dr. Harold Thomas Medical Services  
An emergency ordinance authorizing the Mayor as Ex-Officio Director of Public Safety of the City of Euclid to 
renew the contract with Harold Thomas, D.O., Inc., 26151 Euclid Avenue, Suite 201, Euclid, Ohio, to provide 
necessary medical service for City employees, jail inmates, and others for whom the City might need to provide 
medical attention for a period of one year commencing January 1, 2011 and expiring December 31, 2011.  
(Sponsored by Councilperson O’Neill by request of Police Chief) 
 
Councilman O’Neil moved for passage, Councilwoman Jones seconded. 
 
Director Frey – In the absence of the Chief, let me take a stab at this Dr. Thomas, assisted by paramedics served 
a medical needs for the inmates at the Euclid City Jail for a number of years.  The rate proposed for the 2011 
service period does not contain an increase over 2010.  The history here has been a staggered increase of 5% 
every other year.  This is the in between year so those rates would remain the same and we would ask that we 
continue with Dr. Thomas who has done an outstanding job of providing service as needed for our inmates.  
Obviously it does not prevent us from having to transport inmates to medical facilities on occasion where they 
need medical attention beyond that which can be provided in the jail facility itself.  This is an effective way of 
1) providing the service that we are required to provide 2) to do it in a cost effective way as opposed to 
transporting every time to hospital facility.  I know the Chief is back, I don’t know if you have additional 
comments but we certainly encourage passage of this tonight.  This will cover the balance of 2011 for that 
medical care in our jail facility. 
 
Chief Repicky – No additional comments unless Council has questions. 
 
President Holzheimer Gail – There was a question from the audience regarding whether we get reimbursed from 
the State for this payment.  I believe it is our responsibility. 
 
Chief Repicky – Yes it is unless it is a County prisoner, we unfortunately eat that cost. 
 
Councilman Gilliham – If an individual was incarcerated and they were part of a family unit that receives 
Medicaid, that could not be charged to their Medicaid case; is that what I’m hearing correctly?  I’m just curious 
because I think that is something that we need to look at if possible.  I know that requires more administrative 
work but my concern is an individual incarcerated has an open case with Medicaid as a member of a family unit 
and that would be able to pay for medical costs.  I’m just wondering are you aware of that or is that something 
you need to research? 
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Chief Repicky – We are looking into that and we will get back to you on that. 
 
President Holzheimer Gail – Could we add third party insurance as well if they do happen to have insurance?  I 
think it would make sense to look at all of those.   
 
Councilman O’Neill – To either the Law Director of Chief Repicky, it is my understanding that this is not 
something that they’re beating the doors down to try to get involved.  In other words medical treatment line to 
be involved with prisoners so it was brought to my attention that maybe we should look outside for an RFP or 
have a bid process on that.  If you could expound maybe why we’re sticking with Dr. Hill & Thomas.  I know 
they provide a pretty good service to us and again to my knowledge I don’t know of any other doctor offices 
that want to be involved with the jail.  If you could just explain that. 
 
Chief Repicky – I don’t know if anybody read in the paper today that they’re trying to get Metro to provide a 
service to the County jail and that’s not going over well because they say they can’t relate to those type of 
people.  Dr. Thomas is a business in the city.  He has provided for at least five years and we’re very happy with 
the service he provides us.  I ask that you pass this legislation tonight to cover the rest of 2011.   
 
Councilwoman Jones – Chief Repicky what was the total that was paid in 2010 and do you have a breakdown of 
the amounts that were paid for the different types of services for jail inmates as opposed to other categories? 
 
Chief Repicky – I don’t, unfortunately grabbed the wrong packet.  I believe it was around $53,000 for the  year 
for all the services provided by Dr. Thomas. 
 
Councilwoman Jones – Maybe after tonight, sometime during the week, supply a total for the different 
categories? 
 
Chief Repicky – Yes, I can do that. 
 
Councilwoman Minarik – Piggybacking on Councilwoman Jones’ question, I looked in the budget, Chief, I did 
not see it budgeted.  I went to page 44, 45, is there another place? 
 
Chief Repicky – Did you look in the Jail budget?  It should be 412, I don’t have the budget in front of me. 
 
Councilwoman Minarik – I looked under 423. 
 
Chief Repicky – It should be under professional services 33-05.   
 
Councilwoman Minarik – Because I knew you had to have it budgeted. 
 
Chief Repicky – It is in the budget, I just don’t have the book in front of me, 33-05. 
 
Councilman Van Ho – First of all a question, are you going to be within budget, your estimating this year baring 
any unforeseen problems? 
 
Chief Repicky – For the doctor, we will be within budget. 
 
Councilman Van Ho – Second question either Chief or Law Director, Dr. Thomas is a Doctor of Osteopathy, is 
there any difference between that and an MD that one can do something that the other one can’t? 
 
Director Frey – I’m not sure that I know the answer to that other than how they get their medical training and 
licensure.  As I understand it, the distinctions between the two forms is diminished over the years where other 
than seeing the initials after their name, you probably wouldn’t know the difference. Although one comment 
was made, it is probably several dollars an hour less for the Osteopathic doctor.  I don’t believe there is a 
restriction on the treatment.  He certainly has the support of the Cleveland Clinic Foundation behind him. 
 
Councilman O’Neill – Director Frey, to you knowledge, Dr. Thomas meets the medical standards for the State 
of Ohio for jails? 
 
Director Frey – Yes, I’ve been in this job for 6 ½ or so years and the quality of care provided in the jail has not 
been challenged but one time that I can recall during that period of time.  I would say that’s a pretty remarkable 
record of accomplishment. 
 
Councilman Van Ho moved to close debate, Councilwoman Minarik seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 
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Councilman Gilliham moved to suspend the rules, Councilwoman Scarniench seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 
 
Roll Call:  Yeas:  Gilliham, Scarniench, Jones, Minarik, O’Neill, Wojtila, Van Ho, Holzheimer Gail. 
Passed. 
 
  Ord.  (250-11) Amend Code Section 109.023 
An ordinance amending Section 109.023 of the Administrative Code of the Codified Ordinances of the City of 
Euclid to provide additional criteria to be used when the City is determining the lowest and best bidder for a 
contract.  (Sponsored by Mayor Cervenik and Councilperson Gilliham) 
 
Councilman Gilliham moved for passage, Councilwoman Jones seconded. 
 
Councilman Gilliham – The intent of this legislation was to increase qualified minority involvement on 
government contracts for goods and services.  These proposed amendments to our current legislation were 
influenced by the requirement of the State of Ohio for determining minority business enterprise certification.  
This MBA certification is listed with our State Administrative Code and clearly states the intent of the program.  
Tonight, the Mayor and I propose legislation and was written with the conscience of what our State has 
prescribed to be acceptable and fair.  The intent of the State for implementing the MBE certification program 
was to assist minority businesses in obtaining state government contracts for goods and services that will 
encourage business growth increasing the pool of qualified competitors and provide increase economic 
development opportunities.   
 In 2010 the State of Ohio spent over $1,554,637,432 in contracts in which 7.2% were earned by MBE’s.  
This was below the goal of 15% wanted by the State but it created different opportunity for many other 
organizations and businesses to contribute to the city and also to the state wide.  I ask that we look at this 
particular legislation as an opportunity to encourage minorities to attempt to apply to continue to apply so they 
can be a apart of this particular economic development opportunity in the City of Euclid.  I also state if this 
legislation is passed tonight, Euclid is taking a step forward to encouraging other qualified individuals to apply.  
In addition, if it is approved tonight, those minority applicants must take advantage of this opportunity because 
opportunity is wasted when it is not utilized.  I will answer any questions. 
 
Director Frey – On behalf of the Mayor, there’s a couple of points that I would like to make.  One looked in this 
model to provide a certification process that we would not be responsible for undertaking and so we went to the 
certification process that is administered by the Ohio Department of Administrative Services in the Department 
of Development.  They indicate that minority business enterprises includes, Blacks, Native Americans, 
Hispanics and Asians.  That’s based on their 2005 reference.  It would require qualifying businesses to actually 
be in business for a period of at least one year.  They must be a for profit business.  They have to be actually 
owned or controlled by qualifying individual that has at least 51% control of the company.  They have to be 
both an Ohio resident and a United States citizen and have to have, well I guess that would be the end of it, the 
other qualification is for economically disadvantaged entity.   
 Those five factors would be required to be met. There’s an application process on the Department of 
Development website to apply for that and it would give us a ready mechanism for determining what our 
qualifying businesses that would be entitled to the 2% code.   
 The other thing I’d like to point out is our neighbors to the west, the City of Cleveland, gives a 5% 
preference.  I looked at other regulations primarily from federal government and it had a similarly sized 
preference.  From two governmental entities in California that had actually larger percentages for minority 
owned businesses.  I think our 2% is an extremely modest amount but more than the amount it states to the 
Euclid community that we are committed to leveling the playing field to get new businesses engaged in the 
contracting with city government.  That’s certainly why the Mayor has asked to sponsor this along with 
Councilman Gilliham. 
 
Councilman O’Neill – First of all I do support this legislation, I do have a couple of questions.  One, what 
would the bid of the job size, the amount, would it include a minority business owner, how much money would 
the city be spending, would it be a project labor agreement type of job?  The other thing, if a contract is awarded 
to a minority business owner, do we have some safeguards that are in place so that the minority business owner 
doesn’t sub-out the work to other contractors and then really wipes out any minority workers that might have 
that opportunity to work on a job?  What I’ve seen in the past and it has happened in Cleveland and Cuyahoga 
County as minority business owner gets the business and then for whatever reason they sub it out to non-
minorities.  That goes against the whole principle behind awarding the contract to a minority business owner.  
Director Frey, if you could comment on that. 
 
Director Frey – In part, that’s why we were more comfortable in using a certified business, that’s been certified 
by the State of Ohio to try and prevent those shell games that did go on.  I’m aware of that where the minority 
business was essentially a front for a non-minority owned contractor.  If we use the State certification, we have 
more assurance that that kind of fraudulent activity will not take place.   
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 Secondly as we, locally we monitor the contract performance and if we were to contract with a minority 
business enterprise and surprisingly didn’t see their equipment but saw equipment from some other sub, one we 
would have to know about the sub, they’d be required to have that information in the bidding process.  If we 
were on the site, which we are, and didn’t see that minority contractors employees there, that would give us 
pause and warrant additional investigation. 
 
Councilman O’Neill – Is it possible that we can require as part of this if the job is awarded that the employee 
shows either a pay stub or something that shows they are an employee of that minority contractor.  Also if the 
performance of the company falls short of the expectation like any other company, is there a way to nullify the 
contract like we would sub-producing business of any other type of business.  Is there some teeth in that? 
 
Director Frey – Let me answer that later question.  All of our contracts would have a cancellation provision for 
performance.  So that would be in every contract.  If we look at public works contracts, again we have, part of 
what we normally do with our contracts is to have a construction inspection component to that so we would 
know if we were either getting poor performance or non-performance in the case of the those public works 
contracts.  I can tell you first hand, Director Smith is very diligent in staying on top of those to monitor the 
performance. You’re first question I didn’t jot it down. 
 
Councilman O’Neill – How do we ensure that the individuals working on that job is an employee of that 
contractor?  Obviously the contractor might have to sub some of the work out, they maybe a general, they may 
have certain expertise in certain areas.  We obviously want to have, if we award it under the minority status, we 
want to see as many minorities working on the project as possible. 
 
Director Frey – The contractor or the general and any subs are required to notify us of who is doing the work.  
Secondly because our jobs are prevailing wage jobs, they must supply payroll information to us.  As a third 
safety, we will frequently be out going to the individual worker and getting pay information, one to monitor the 
prevailing wage, but two, so we know who is on the job. 
 
Councilman O’Neill – Thank you I do support this legislation. 
 
Councilwoman Jones – Director Frey, in the ordinance it states minorities and you listed the categories that 
includes minorities but it doesn’t include women.  In some classifications women are considered minorities.  Is 
that not included in this for a reason and can you just go over why that is? 
 
Director Frey – Councilman Gilliham, we went back and forth with this so he’s probably going to want to add 
to this.  They are not currently certified as a female business enterprises are not currently certified on that Dept. 
of Development website.  There is an economically disadvantaged certification and there’s a minority business 
certification.  Female owned businesses were not a separately certified category.  Since we wanted to be able to 
take baby steps, it was our call back and forth to stick to the minority business enterprise.  I know Councilman 
Van Ho has had similar questions and concerns and my response to those is I would encourage us to take a 
small step, see how this works.  If it is an administrative nightmare, we need to come back and revisit it.  If it is 
not an administrative nightmare and as Councilman Van Ho has pointed out, there are other certifying entities 
then maybe we should expand it at that point in time.  I’d like to see us give it a go the way it is drafted and see 
if it works, maybe try it for a year and see what our results are. 
 
Councilwoman Jones  - If we do add women in the future, we would have to write our own certification? 
 
Director Frey – Or find the entity and I believe Councilman Van Ho has pointed out who that is that would 
certify female owned businesses. 
 
Councilwoman Jones – I’m in favor of this, I just would like for us to look at what it would take to add female 
minorities in this in the future. 
 
Councilman Van Ho – I would like to see us put this in Councilman Gilliham’s committee, Business, and take a 
look at it.  We’re leaving out two very large minorities or economically disadvantaged or whatever you want to 
call them and that would be women which make up about 40% of the population and Vietnam Veterans are not 
included in there either.  I’m in favor of the concept of this.  I just do not want minorities that have been 
historically discriminated against to be left not at the table when we start to spend money because there are a lot 
of women who pay a lot of income tax and so forth in this city.  There are a lot of Vietnam Veterans even in my 
Ward, several of them, who would be left out.  That’s all I’m saying is do we need some type of program?  Yes 
we do.  There are all kinds of agencies where we can get a certification on a company.  Almost anybody who is 
certifying to my knowledge has most of those requirements in there.  I know the year being in business and that 
is in every one.  You can go to Cuyahoga County, City of Cleveland, you can go to RTA, or actually 
Department of Transportation where it is a unified certification program in Ohio.  There are a lot of ways to do 
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this without it being an administrative nightmare because you simply require that they send you in a copy of the 
letter from say Cuyahoga County that they’re certified with them, in the bid package and if they inadvertently 
leave that out you give them five days to submit a copy to you.  There’s no way that this should be an 
administrative nightmare but we have to look seriously at making sure that all minorities, DBE’s, economically 
disadvantaged have a chance at the table. 
 
Councilman Gilliham – I understand Councilman Van Ho’s statements.  Director Frey and I, when he wrote the 
initial draft it was basically based on State code and I asked about the question of female business enterprise 
and through my own research the State doesn’t offer that.  Councilman Van Ho is quite accurate that many 
entities offer female business enterprise certification, RTA, DOT, CMHA, but those particular ones are either 
prescribed by the entity or in your case unilateral certification policy. 
 My goal was to establish this particular legislation because we’ve minimized the administrative 
nightmare that could potentially happen, not saying that it will, and at the same time utilize the State as our filter 
to certify businesses. Other communities have their own certification processes which are a little bit more 
flexible.  It goes back to your statement Councilman O’Neill about issues of shell companies.  Cleveland has a 
very flexible minority business enterprise program which is actually less stringent than what the State requires.  
CMHA actually has a hire standard than the City of Cleveland.  I’ve worked in those particular areas and I’m 
familiar with the certification.  I actually have the whole entire packet for the MBE, FBE certification from 
CMHA.  
 My desire is not to exclude females.  That was my initial request.  When we found out that exists we did 
find other programs that support women and we would like very much to, down the road to see the State either 
honor it or this particular city honor that as well.  I think one of the issues that you talked about as far as 
compliant, administrative policies and then monitoring.  Councilman O’Neill talked about verifying the actual 
MBE.  I know when I worked at CMHA not only was the MBE certified, they had to write in time sheets of the 
employees, the hours worked, to submit.  That was a way of controlling that situation.  In addition to that, as far 
as issuing those particular certifications, depending on the number of pages 14-21-25 pages, it does require 
some intensive financial disclosures and some investigation.  The intent of this was not to exclude.  The intent 
of this was to at this point in time to set up a policy for individuals to apply using the state as the actual filter so 
an individual company could come into the city with the certification that allows us to utilize that and then we 
can move forward. 
 My only comment is this.  I’m in support of adding this but at this time I’m in support of the city taking 
on that responsibility even with some information from other entities because we would still have to cater it to 
our own particular needs.  Lastly and most importantly this does basically look at minority business enterprise.  
It doesn’t say gender so, African-American females, Latino females, American Indian or Asian females can 
potentially be certified in this as well.  It is just not exclusive to females, it is exclusive to minorities.  I have no 
problem with Council decision this evening, but I would not want this to go into committee.  I would prefer for 
it to exist and we either vote it up or down this evening.  Thank you. 
 
Councilwoman Minarik – I have a question because I have lots of questions about this.  I will hold them to a 
committee meeting if we vote on a committee meeting and it gets turn down and we vote on this legislation 
tonight, will I then have the opportunity to ask my questions?  If I were to second Councilman Van Ho … 
 
President Holzheimer Gail – We would have that discussion first.  If that fails then we would continue the 
discussion on the ordinance.   
 
Councilwoman Minarik – Then I could ask my questions. 
 
President Holzheimer Gail – yes. 
 
Councilwoman Minarik – Then I will, if there is no one else commenting on this, I will second Councilman Van 
Ho to send it to committee. 
 
Councilman Wojtila – My initial thought was not to send it to committee because if we wanted to include 
something else maybe the administration could come back or Council Gilliham with what other inclusive items 
we wanted to add to this.  Second for clarity, a comment was made about the schools and the work that they’re 
doing.  Anything that we do here would not apply to the schools.  Just as long as everybody is clear on that 
comment.  Thank you. 
 
President Holzheimer Gail – That’s correct. 
 
Councilman Van Ho – I would still have my motion to send it to committee because it will give time for 
everyone to ask questions and be answered.  If we haven’t had this program for the first 100 years of this city, I 
think we can wait a month to pass it. 
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Councilman Van Ho moved Ord. (250-11) to the Business & Commercial Committee.  Councilwoman Minarik 
seconded. 
Roll Call:  Yeas:  Scarniench, Jones, Minarik, O’Neill, Van Ho, Holzheimer Gail 
     Nays:   Gilliham, Wojtila 
To Business & Commercial Committee. 
 
  Res.  22-2011 (241-11) Arbor Day 
A resolution celebrating Arbor Day on Friday, April 29, 2011, in the City of Euclid, and encouraging all 
residents throughout our community to observe Arbor Day and appreciate the beauty, value, benefit and 
significance of trees to our City.  (Sponsored by Mayor Cervenik) 
 
Councilwoman Jones moved for passage, Councilwoman Scarniench seconded. 
 
Director Frey – I’m not sure I have much to add to what is already listed in the Resolution other than to assure 
you that we will have an honoree and a place.  I don’t know that either or both of those items have been 
confirmed so I don’t want to be speaking out of turn.  We will make sure we have someone present to be 
honored that day in the tree planting and we’ll give proper notice to the Council and to the residents and hope 
we’ll have a beautiful spring day and great weather to plant our tree.  I would ask all of Council to add their 
names to the resolution if possible and support this legislation. 
 
President Holzheimer Gail – Any objection to adding Council’s names? 
 
Councilman Van Ho – I would just make one comment and it is not even about this year.  I would suggest that 
we make plans in 2013 to have this ceremony at the present Roosevelt School which will be named Arbor 
Elementary when the new schools are built.  I think it would be good to do it there because of the names and 
also that the city and the schools are together on things. 
 
Councilman Van Ho moved to close debate, Councilman Wojtila seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 
 
Roll Call:  Yeas:  Gilliham, Scarniench, Jones, Minarik, O’Neill, Wojtila, Van Ho, Holzheimer Gail. 
Passed. 
 
  Ord. 23 -2011 (242-11) Amend Code Exhibition Halls 
An emergency ordinance amending the Business Regulation Code of the City of Euclid to amend business 
regulations on exhibition halls within the City of Euclid.  (Sponsored Mayor Cervenik) 
Councilman Gilliham moved for passage, Councilwoman Scarniench seconded. 
 
Councilman Gilliham moved for passage, Councilwoman Scarniench seconded. 
 
Director Frey – Very quickly on this piece of legislation.  The Fire Prevention Bureau inspects any event at any 
location prior to the permit being issued by the Mayor’s Office for that event.  The Police Dept., the Building 
Dept., similarly inspect and review the building plan and the safety plan for the show.  We would like to amend 
this legislation now that we have a little over a year in place with the Great Lakes Exposition Center to make 
sure that the fire safety plan is a condition of the permit being issued.  It would include such things as 
identifying employees who have to remain to operate critical equipment in the event of an evacuation.  
Procedures for accounting for employees after an evacuation has been completed.  Identification of personnel 
responsible for rescue or emergency medical aid that would be on site.  Methods of notifying fire, police and 
occupants in the event of an emergency and then electrical requirements for all exhibitors including the ground 
fault protectors and so forth for certain uses within these buildings.  I think these are pretty common sense and 
they come out of, not that we’ve had any serious fire or safety issues with the shows, but just in our experience 
of inspecting these now for the better course of a year.   
 There was a question about why this was an emergency legislation and the simple answer to that is to 
pick up any additional shows during the spring run.  The center is the busiest from January through March or 
maybe even into April on a good period and then it kind of goes dormant for that summer period and has a 
smaller fall program. We would like to be able to pick up any more shows that are still to occur at the center this 
spring season.  That’s why we asked for this to be an emergency legislation.  I don’t know if the Fire Chief has 
anything to add.  This information came from Fire Prevention. 
 
Chief Cosgriff – I really don’t have much to add to that just that our Fire Prevention Bureau works with the 
employees and the event coordinators at the Exposition Center on a weekly basis, anytime there is a new show.  
We make numerous trips out to make sure that everything is in order.  These are just some additional areas that 
we’ve identified and our goal is to have a profitable business but also to have a safe experience for both visitors 
and workers at the show.  I can answer any questions you may have. 
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Councilman Van Ho – Just a point of clarification.  For each show it would be one, $100 fee, that is paid by the 
exhibitor?  It is not $100 for each person who is setting up a table or something like that? 
 
Director Frey – It is $100 per day for the exhibitor, not companies that are setting up inside.   
 
Councilman Van Ho – The maximum that would be paid for any show, if you will is $750? 
 
Director Frey – I believe that’s the maximum yes, it says so right here yes. 
 
President Holzheimer Gail – That is not a change, it is part of the current ordinance.  The only change as part of 
this ordinance is the additional fire safety and evacuation requirements.   
 
Councilman Van Ho – I just wanted to be sure before I voted because if it had been for each exhibitor, I’ve been 
to gun shows over there where somebody will come in and have 4-5 guns that they want to sell and I just 
wanted to make sure they weren’t getting zapped $100 bucks a day. 
 
Director Frey – It doesn’t apply to them at all, only to the exhibitor or promoter would be a better term. 
 
Councilman Wojtila – Just a nit-picky item on the sentence that we’re adding, the Euclid Fire Prevention 
Bureau is not mentioned above, so I didn’t know why it would be so limiting and not include the city or chiefs 
of police and fire.  I guess they would be a subset of that group.  If I were drafting that I would prefer to keep it 
broader than more defined. 
 
Director Frey – In that same paragraph we do have the requirement that they submit a safety plan that’s subject 
to reviews by the Chief of Police and Fire and approved by the Director of Public Safety.  I guess we’re trying 
to emphasize that through our learning curve here we have identified these additional requirements that we have 
not up to this point in time said, these are part of the permitting process.  We are trying to do that in a manner 
that would say that these additional requirements are a condition of the permit will be appended to the permit 
that goes to the promoter or exhibitor.  It is a style issue in how we point that out to the exhibitors.  Certainly it 
was not our intent to diminish the required general fire safety plan that general police facility security plan, the 
building review plan take place in each of these events.  
 
Councilwoman Scarniench – Just for clarity for myself, when we originally passed this exhibition halls, it was 
primarily because of the Expo Center.  Does this change at all now like if the Irish American Club does their 
health fair or craft fair or Recher Hall does something, is that part of this now or is it still strictly the Expo 
Center? 
 
Director Frey – If it is a show that falls under these guidelines, these same guidelines would apply regardless of 
where the exhibition occurred.  We would apply them at the Mall if there was an exposition that fit these 
guidelines at the Mall, they would apply there. 
 
Councilwoman Jones – Director Frey, the application that the applicant submits, is there some wording on there 
that they have to at least check off or initial that they are to comply with the fire bureau?  Just so to make the 
awareness that needs to be done. 
 
Director Frey – If this is approved, we’ll make sure we’ll make that modification to the application that’s 
available now. 
 
Councilwoman Jones moved to close debate, Councilwoman Minarik seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 
 
Councilman Gilliham moved to suspend the rules, Councilman O’Neill seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous.   
 
Roll Call:  Yeas:  Gilliham, Scarniench, Jones, Minarik, O’Neill, Wojtila, Van Ho, Holzheimer Gail. 
Passed. 
 
  Ord. 24-2011 (247-11) Neighborhood Tenant Condo Assoc. Grant 
An ordinance authorizing the Mayor of the City of Euclid to issue the 2011 
Neighborhood/Tenant/Condominium Association Grant.  (Sponsored by President Holzheimer Gail) 
 
Councilwoman Scarniench moved for passage, Councilman Gilliham seconded.   
 
President Holzheimer Gail – I ask that this ordinance be put on the agenda so that we can continue our 
Neighborhood Association grant project.  We have, I don’t know how many years, it has been quite awhile that 
we have provided this grant to neighborhood associations.  There are certain criteria within the application 
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process.  I believe that neighborhood associations, resident associations, tenant associations help provide for a 
strong neighborhood, gives people the opportunity to connect to other residents and become involved in their 
neighborhood.  I did ask Lisa Mayernik for a brief overview of last year’s program and I did not bring it with 
me but my recollection is that about 75 applications went out.  There were only 22 grants awarded and they 
typically for things to help cover the cost of block parties or annual events, newsletters, flyers, $200.  
Newsletters or flyers, in some cases beautification projects; they’ve picked an area within their neighborhood to 
help beautify.  I think all good things. 
 I did also speak with Kristal Skovira who most of you know is very active with the neighborhood groups to 
discuss why 22 of 75.  We’re going to continue to talk and see if there is perhaps other avenues or other things 
we can do that would help support this and provide assistance to the neighborhoods so that they do become 
stronger and they do become more active in the community.  I think many of the neighborhood groups depend 
on this money for their good work and ask for your consideration. 
 
Councilwoman Minarik – I believe we budget this every year.  Do you recall how much we budgeted in 2011? 
 
President Holzheimer Gail – I meant to look at that, is it $10,000? 
 
Director Frey – I don’t believe it was that much.  The number that came to my mind was $4,000 but I’m not 
sure. 
 
President Holzheimer Gail – I do know it is in the budget, that’s why I waited to put this, it is under the Special 
Grants in non-departmental city promotion. 
 
Councilwoman Minarik – We already approved the budget and this is in it, I would like my name added to it. 
 
Councilman Van Ho – I have found that there are several groups that are listed on our list where the clubs are 
not active any more.  We need to take a look at that.  I know the active ones in my ward appreciate the $200 
because they have said, everyone of them have said that it helps us with various little expenses that they have.  I 
would like to have my name put on this in support of it. 
 
President Holzheimer Gail – Your question about the active clubs, that’s why 22 out of 75.  There are certain 
requirements when they fill out the application.  They have to have been in existence for a year.  They have to 
have had three activities in the previous year.  They do have to have a treasurer.  There are certain things that if 
they have not stayed active, they would not qualify.  That was my point, I’m wanting to have more conversation 
about how we can support some of these organizations that maybe have fallen into inactive mode. 
 
Councilman Van Ho – I have a friend that was listed as the President of one of them.  I never heard from him 
about any meetings and they didn’t apply.  So I just happened to ask him and he said, Oh my God, I haven’t 
been involved in that 5-6 years.  Obviously they’re not real active. 
 
President Holzheimer Gail – Did all of Council want to be added? We’ll add all of Council. 
 
Councilwoman Minarik moved to close debate, Councilman Van Ho seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 
 
Councilwoman Jones moved to suspend the rules, Councilman O’Neill seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 
 
Roll Call:  Yeas:  Gilliham, Scarniench, Jones, Minarik, O’Neill, Wojtila, Van Ho, Holzheimer Gail. 
Passed. 
 
 
 
 Res. 25-2011 (243-11)  Amended Ethics Policy 
A resolution revising Section 7.6, “Ethics,” in the City of Euclid’s Personnel Policy and Procedure Manual.  
(Sponsored by Mayor Cervenik) 
 
Councilman Gilliham moved for passage, Councilwoman Scarniench seconded. 
 
Director Frey – We’ve drafted this Ethics Policy based on the model of policy from the Ohio Ethics 
Commission as would be applicable to municipal government.  I had a conversation earlier with Council 
President and I know she sent members of Council an email asking that we modify both the policy itself and the 
resolution to clearly define who it covers to include elected and appointed city officials.  If it is council’s 
intention to do that I would ask that you amend (243-11) to indicate that and then we will make those changes 
before we publish the final version of Section 7.16 of the policy and procedure manual and make those changes 
in the resolution itself. 
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 It is a clear, pretty straight forward discussion.  It has ample references to the Ohio Revised Code.  It 
provides a reference section at the end of it with the website to the Ohio Ethics Commission.  Also makes the 
Law Director responsible to provide or get that information if an employee or an elected or appointed official 
would have questions regarding any practice that they maybe engaged in and whether or not it violates this 
contract.  Most of all we want to make certain that we state loud and clearly that we are committed to high 
standards of ethical conduct.  The Mayor has pushed to get this both drafted and then to City Council.  We 
wanted to take the opportunity to vet it through the city departments to make sure we answered those questions 
that we could.  We would ask for your support.  First I think to amend the resolution to include elected officials 
so that we understand that it is elected officials, appointed officials and other employees of the city.  Then to 
support that amended legislation. 
 
President Holzheimer Gail – Law Director Frey did mention my email to everyone.  For those who may not 
have seen it or for the public, I do think it is important that we add, specifically a reference that this also applies 
to elected and appointed officials.  I think it is only fair that we hold ourselves to the same standard.  We are 
bound by Ohio Ethics standards as well as elected officials.  I think it is important that we clearly state that as 
part of this. 
 
Councilman Van Ho- Move to amend. 
 
Councilwoman Minarik – Before we do that, Director Frey, the first point in the general summary.  If we 
include elected officials and appointed officials, I’m thinking for example the Shade Tree Commission.  I just 
need a little bit more clarification because that first point says, solicit or accept anything of value from anyone 
doing business with the city.  I’m thinking in terms of elected officials, fundraising.  Does that mean that 
anyone who does business with the city, because that’s basically anyone who pays their taxes to the city or if 
they have a business, whatever, does that mean that elected officials may not receive a contribution?  Or have a 
city employee contribute to their campaign, would you clarify that?  Piggybacking on that, appointees, like the 
Shade Tree Commission, would this include them as well?  Thank you. 
 
Director Frey – First of all , you might consider it a legal nit-pick but the contribution is not to the elected 
official, appointed official or the employee, it is to a campaign committee. So there is a legal distinction.  Those 
would continue to be permitted.  A city employee or an individual, obviously not a corporation, but an 
individual doing business with the city could continue to make contributions to campaign funds.  Those 
contributions must be reported on a semi-annual basis I believe to the Board of Elections and those are public 
records that can and are typically scrutinized to see who has been making those contributions.  That would 
continue to be permitted, this does not change that. 
 The business contractor or the city employee could not give cash to that elected official in exchange for 
continued employment or continued business.  There is a distinction to be made, again in part because there are 
pretty stringent uses of those campaign funds and reporting responsibility for that.  I think, yes, that would 
continue to be permitted, this policy would not change that.  The Shade Tree Commission would be covered.  
Any appointed, whether they’re compensated or not, would be covered by this.  Planning & zoning, Civil 
Service, Architectural Review Board, Recreation Commission, Shade Tree Commission, Tax Board of Appeals, 
all of those groups that either council and/or the Mayor makes those appointments to would be covered by this 
policy as appointed officials. 
 
Councilwoman Minarik – The only deviance I would suggest then is, that we include appointed officials who 
actually have some kind of authority in terms of purchasing, that they can be influenced.  I don’t think the 
Shade Tree Commission can, I’m at a loss for the right words.  I don’t think you can influence the Shade Tree 
Commission, even the Rec Commission, I don’t know but I don’t think the Rec Commission has any purchasing 
authority.  That’s why I would wonder if we’re being a little to restrictive on those types of organizations, does 
that make sense? 
 
Director Frey – The rank and file city employees are covered by this.  None of them have the ability to bind or 
purchase on behalf of the city unless they are specifically authorized.  Typically that happens at the managerial 
or director level.  They are covered by those same concerns.  The point of this is to suggest and require of all of 
those individuals that when they are working on behalf of the city, whether it is compensated or not, that they’re 
doing it for the benefit of the city and not the benefit of themselves.  If you wanted to put this in a sentence, 
what this is all about.   
 
President Holzheimer Gail – I certainly don’t want anyone to think that I’m implying there are issues with those 
groups, with anybody.  I just think anyone doing business as a city official, I think should be held to the same 
standards. 
 
Councilman Van Ho – Do we have, what I call the standard $25 out?  If you and I go to Skinny’s and I buy you 
lunch, are we in violation of this policy?  Or Weslock comes in and gives you a pen, are we in violation of this 
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policy?  I’ve seen it done both ways.  The feds are fanatical about it and most state and county governments 
aren’t quite as fanatical. 
 
Director Frey – We have a provision in our codified ordinances that prohibits city employees from accepting 
gifts.  This doesn’t change that.  We also have a requirement, you as an elected official have a requirement to 
report to the State Ethics on gifts in excess of $75 and all of us who sit on the Board of Control have the 
requirement to file a disclosure with the Clerk of Council on an annual basis, one as to where our sources of 
income come from and two, any gifts that we have received.  None of that is effected by this. 
 
Councilman Van Ho – I’m still confused, if I bought you lunch at Skinny’s, which generally is going to be 
under $25, are we in violation? 
 
Director Frey – Not necessarily no.  It depends on what the purpose of that lunch would be.  If you were trying 
to get business with me or through me from the city, that would be a problem under our city ordinances that 
exist right now.  If you and I were going to lunch and you said, I’ll pick up the tab this time, and we’re talking 
about whatever, not trying to solicit, you’re not a contractor trying to solicit business from us, that’s not a 
problem.  There’s nothing in this that would affect friends going out, whether those friends happen to be friends 
because they work together or not.  What the gift prohibition is trying to do is prevent undue influence over my 
decision, if I had the decision to make, it would be try to prevent that undue influence. 
 
Councilman Van Ho – I would hope it would cost me $25 to bribe you.   
 
Councilwoman Scarniench – Just a clarification.  This is being added to the employee’s handbook, correct? 
 
Director Frey – Yes. 
 
Councilwoman Scarniench – This is something we didn’t have? 
 
Director Frey – We had an ethics section. 
 
Councilwoman Scarniench – I have no problem with the change because like it has been stated, we already fall 
into that category.  If it is good for the employees, it is good for us.  Every year we have to file paperwork, to 
the Ethics Commission of Ohio, on exactly this kind of a thing.  It is nothing new for us, but it just shows the 
employees, we are all in the same book. 
 
Councilman Gilliham – Director Frey, this is just more of an updating of the current ethics, is that correct? 
 
Director Frey – Yes, we thought because of the availability of Ethics opinions from the Ohio Ethics 
Commission, if we adopted their model municipal government ethics code as our code, it would readily give us 
a source if there was a question being able to go to the Ethics Commission because it is essentially the code 
they’ve drafted and be able to get those qualified opinions if necessary. 
 
Councilman Gilliham –If I’m hearing you correctly, this gives us a reference point to minimize possible, 
various interpretations of ethics via the municipal code and via our particular code.  This is not based on any 
previous series of ethics violations by the city in any case.  The reason why I assume that and I state that is 
because I am comfortable with the current language in the amendment by Council President Holzheimer Gail.  I 
feel until we are in a situation where we are challenged on this, I think this is definitely a positive step, it gives 
us a reference point, it minimizes differences of opinion and I’m comfortable with the current language right 
now. 
 
Councilman Van Ho – A request.  I know that ignorance of the law or policies is no excuse.  So I’d like to see 
that we make sure that everyone of our employees is given some type of seminar, training session or whatever, 
before they sign that form.  Preferably by the legal department or the HR department.  That’s not in the form of 
a motion, it is a request. 
 
Director Frey – We intended to distribute the updated policy to have the employees review it, sign, 
acknowledging the receipt of that policy.  I did meet with two of the Captains from the Police Dept. who had a 
series of questions as this would apply to police officers and was able to talk to the two of them.  The part of 
this that we’re saying to the city employees whether we include elected and appointed officials, what we’re 
saying is, if you have a question, first of all if you have a question, ask it. There is a source for getting those 
answers either through the Law Dept. or go directly to the Ethics Commission.  If I’m uncomfortable in being 
able to provide that answer, I’ll go to the Ethics Commission to get the answer.  We want to impress on the 
employees that they ought not guess because that is where people get in trouble. 
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Councilman Van Ho – That’s why I’m saying I’d like to see up put on a seminar at least at the major facilities.  
If there are a group of them there, a question can be asked and someone would say, that could be a problem for 
me.  So we can get that stuff cleaned up, if there is anything out there and they don’t get caught and I didn’t 
understand.  Just a seminar at each major facility for maybe an hour or two so that the employees can say, what 
about this Director Frey, type of thing.  I just think it would be good for our employees. 
 
Councilwoman Jones – Director Frey, I just wanted to go something along with what Councilman Van Ho said.  
Is it a normal practice for policies when they’re added, it goes into a policy and procedural manual but over 
time some things get forgotten.  Is there a practice for things such as this that once a year there’s a review of 
whether it is the ethics or some certain policy?  I’m not saying the whole manual, but some certain policies that 
are maybe more important than others and the employee reviews those on a yearly basis and either initials or 
checks off whether it is online or something that it has been reviewed? 
 
Director Frey – I know the Police Dept. is very good about that on several on their policies they require all the 
employees, the officers of that department to review and acknowledge them on an annual basis.  I’m not aware 
that we’ve done that in any other city department and it is certainly something that is worth looking at and 
potentially incorporating into the process.  I’d like us to be able to use internet or intranet technology to 
accomplish some of that so that maybe a way to look at it to try to allow somebody to have access to it and be 
required to review and acknowledge it on an annual basis and not necessarily be able to access it remotely as an 
employee. That is something we should work on, it should be a goal in our human resource management to do 
that. 
 
Councilwoman Minarik – Regarding the motion that’s on the floor, I have the original from our packets, what is 
the language and where is it being inserted? 
 
President Holzheimer Gail – In the Resolution itself, I would suggest in both the 1st and 3rd whereas, we include 
the last part that says for municipal employees, we make that, for municipal elected officials, appointed officials 
and employees or something in that range.  Then in the third whereas which talks about that document that they 
receive it and sign off on it that it also include elected and appointed officials.  Really the only change that I 
thought would be needed in the actual document 7.6, most typically throughout that document it does say city 
officials and employees.  So my only suggestion for that was in the very first sentence which I think this was 
probably more a mistake than anything, it says city members and employees.  Rather than saying city members, 
I think that should say city elected and appointed officials and employees.  Those really were my only changes 
unless Law Director Frey you had other suggestions. 
 
Director Frey – No, what I was anticipating doing is in the actual 7.6 to indicate that the city elected and 
appointed officials hereinafter officials, so that wherever we track it after that it would apply to both to elected 
and appointed as well as the employees. 
 
Councilwoman Minarik – If there is nobody else, I would second it. 
 
Councilman O’Neill – Once we come up with a final product can we get this posted on the city’s website so the 
general public can link to it and with full disclosure and transparency. 
 
President Holzheimer Gail – This is just on the amendment, Councilman Van Ho made an a motion to amend to 
include elected and appointed officials.  Is that enough Law Director Frey, you don’t need specific reference. 
That is seconded by Councilwoman Minarik. 
 
 
Councilman Van Ho moved to amend as stated above. Councilwoman Minarik seconded. 
Roll Call:  Yeas:  Gilliham, Scarniench, Jones, Minarik, O’Neill, Wojtila, Van Ho, Holzheimer Gail. 
Amendment passed. 
 
Councilwoman Scarniench moved to close debate, Councilman Gilliham seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 
 
Roll Call:  Yeas:  Gilliham, Scarniench, Jones, Minarik, O’Neill, Wojtila, Van Ho, Holzheimer Gail. 
Passed. 
 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
 
Mr. Christopher Litwinowicz – 21970 Morris Ave.  What is for Euclid?  A personal website of a constituent in 
our city.  For Euclid shouldn’t be if somebody put a remark up there, it shouldn’t be taken away.  Concerning 
our grant program, $4,000 for the budget for having committees that can bring you guys ideas, is not a lot of 
money.  I really expect next year to give an organization over $2,000 to put back into my community.  Time for 
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change.  What is wrong with Euclid right now?  Look outside.  How are we going to attract people to come to 
our city that we’ve lost over $30,000 per residential home?  Is there a program out there city council for these 
homeowners who have lost $30,000 that over the years haven’t taken advantage of the yearly tax break for the 
City of Euclid.  We’re not talking about State.  Can’t we help them out if they’re $30,000 in the whole and give 
them a break on our city taxes?  Yes we can, we can do anything we want in Euclid.  Time for change. 
 Memorial Park.  I like to see this council and the committee that is involved with it, to bring it up to this 
council as soon as possible.  They’re working so hard, the committee has, but there’s a business out there that’s 
willing to put up, I don’t care if people don’t want it, if a business is ready to put up a building that you could 
use to look at your budget that you’re supposed to be saving our taxpayer dollars that’s not being done, you’re 
still spending money.  Question two is, where is our Directors at?  Where is the Mayor at?  If he’s sick, why did 
he have his campaign the other day?  He wasn’t sick then. 
 
President Holzheimer Gail – Mr. Litwinowicz, I announced at the beginning that he was not feeling well and 
was not here tonight. 
 
Mr. Litwinowicz – I wasn’t aware of that, that’s all.  We don’t have a Sgt.-at-Arms so I would have already 
spoken with them.  We dealt with Gudenas the Council President years ago.  As far as, the issue on what you’re 
allowed to do in your ethics committee, is something funny?  This is my five minutes.  He’s laughing, what is 
he laughing for? 
 
President Holzheimer Gail – Mr. Litwinowicz if you would address the Council please. 
 
Mr. Litwinowicz – Okay, I’m not addressing him, but there’s problems in his ward with people shooting.  Drug 
deals and everything. 
 
Councilman Van Ho – Madame Chair, I move that we turn the speaker off.  This is not a campaign speech. 
 
Mr. Litwinowicz – It is not a campaign speech, I’m making my speech to the public and he’s laughing at me. 
 
Councilman Van Ho – When you directly attack a council person, not for saying anything, not for criticizing 
you, they may have looked out and smiled at somebody else.  Campaign somewhere else. 
 
President Holzheimer Gail – We do have a prohibition, he has not said anything about a campaign.  We do have 
a prohibition about advocacy for political campaigns.  You may speak to a city issue. 
 
Mr. Litwinowicz – This is a city issue. 
 
President Holzheimer Gail – Please continue.  But if I do have to call you out of order, that will be the end of 
your time.  Thank you. 
 
Mr. Litwinowicz – Council President, his ward is in seven, direct the public where that at?  That’s on Lake 
Shore correct? 
 
President Holzheimer Gail – Ward 7 Council person is not here this evening, Councilman Langman. 
 
Mr. Litwinowicz – Ward 6.  It is directed to his council, where is Ward six at, Council President, Lake Shore? 
 
President Holzheimer Gail – It is on the website, do you want me to answer on your time?   
 
Mr. Litwinowicz – It is what is wrong with the community and I’m trying to help the issue out and we just went 
through authorizing neighborhoods and I just said I want to give the neighborhood committees more money so 
they can be future involved in our community.  I didn’t mean to take and I apologize, I apologize.  But he’s on 
the committee for the Rec Dept.  When I have a business that’s willing to, back to what I’m saying, business is 
willing to put up a building in Memorial Park.  We have not had no public committee meetings, no public 
advice for that, just been all secret.  So I did the initiative, called up Daugherty Construction, Hal Daugherty.  
All he has to do or the Council has to do is submit a letter to him and he’ll submit a letter back and we will get a 
building at Memorial Park.   
 
President Holzheimer Gail – Councilman Wojtila will share. 
 
Mr. Bud Hilf – 891 E. 237 St.  I’m here tonight to speak on behalf of the Euclid American Cancer Society 
Relay for Life which will be taking place May 13 & 14th at the Euclid High School track.  It will be Euclid’s 
third year for holding a Relay for Life.  Last year we were able to raise almost $50,000 in only our second year 
which is pretty amazing for a city of our size and for Relay for Life really not being all that organized at that 



Council Minutes 
March 7, 2011 
Page 15 
point.  I’m here tonight to talk a little bit about it and ask anybody interested in the community that may want to 
start a team, we’re looking for more teams.  We’re currently at 12, I’m looking for any businesses or 
neighborhood associations, community organizations that maybe interested in starting a team to walk in the 
relay.  It will start Friday night at 6:00 with a kick off where we have survivors do a lap around the track.  Then 
we have the team’s walk and then we walk overnight, starting for 6:00, camp out on the track, on the field.  
Every team has a tent with a theme.  This year’s theme is holidays.  Each team will have a holiday and try to do 
fundraising for that based on their theme.  Then you have a member of your team try to walk at all points 
throughout the night until noon the next day where we have a closing ceremony.  We will have bands playing, 
there will be other forms of entertainment.  Last year there was karaoke, we had Jazzercise in the morning, 
different things for sale.  It is a very family friendly event, there was a lot of kids there last year.  Our one goal 
this year is to increase the amount of teams that we had and to increase the attendance that we had last year.  It 
was nice we had a lot of the city officials there last year.  I believe some were even on teams last year and we’re 
just trying to make it a bigger event because we’re looking to exceed $50,000 this year and we can’t do it just 
with 12 teams and the 72 people that have signed up so far to be on teams.  With just the amount we have so far, 
we have raised almost $10,000. The goal this year was $50,000; I want to beat that.  We’re already 20% there.  
That’s why I’m here tonight to talk about.  You can go to Relayforlife.com/Euclid for more information if you 
are interested in signing up or for more information about our relay.  I am the committee chair for team 
development this year.  I can be reached at shorereport@yahoo.com or 216-978-2419.  This really is a big 
event.  A lot of preparation goes into it.  I have to say last year was my first year.  I walked with another team 
last year from Ss. Robert and William, a family that I knew.  I was just amazed at how it worked and how much 
fun it was.  We walked because we were walking for their father and husband.  This year I’m walking on behalf 
of in memory of my father.  As most of us are on many of the teams, we’re walking usually on behalf of 
somebody that either has cancer or cancer has taken them from us.  Anyone that is interested, we’d be more 
than happy to have you.  It is May 13th starting at 6:00, walking through the night through May 14th.  We’ll have 
entertainment throughout the night.  There will be more information and we really look forward to having you. 
 
Mr. Joseph Udovic – 21371 Naumann Ave.  I do have some things to pass out, I promise you I will be very 
quick.  I’m involved with a Cleveland State  marketing strategy class, it is also one of my capstone classes for 
this semester.  What my group is doing, we’ve called graduates 2011, we’re looking at Wal-Mart.  What the 
purpose is and I’m going to give you a little background, where Wal-mart is, where Wal-mart went to and 
where they are going in the future.   
 In the past Wal-mart has been low quality merchandise a discount department store.  What they did is a 
new marketing strategy and new market penetration.  Wal-Mart tried to in the past few years go into what they 
called boutique type stores, upscale merchandise.  They opened these stores up and they realized that the 
traditional Wal-mart customer were not being satisfied with what Wal-mart was offering and they actually went 
to lower discount stores to be taken care of.  Wal-mart now is re-inventing themselves. What they are doing 
right now is going back to the original formula of going back into the low class discount merchandise.  What 
Wal-mart would like to do is open up stores in the ballpark of 10,000 sq. ft. to 50,000 sq. ft. buildings.   
 The reason why I’m bringing this up this evening is because my group is studying this program and I 
think Euclid is on a cutting edge of a great place to be, a right place at the right time.  We have square footages 
in that market that Wal-mart is looking for and our group would like to do the investigations, do a squad 
analysis, a five point analysis to determine the pros and cons if this is a feasible study.  For example, Euclid 
Square mall, this would be a great location for Wal-mart to open up.  Like I said this is 50,000 sq. ft. facility.  
The Main Event on Lake Shore Blvd, these are just two ideas off the top of my head.  The former Kmart on the 
hill, on Richmond Rd.  This is something we thought about and we’re working on this as our final exam project 
and I think this is very much something that’s going to spearhead further development in this City of Euclid.  
From what I understand the City of Euclid currently right now is in a diseased-type state.  We’re tightening our 
budgets, we’re tightening our belts.  We do need businesses and we do need businesses to fill up our storefronts.  
I would like to know, has anybody from the city read this article?  What you think about this proposal?  Get 
some feedback because this is something I think is very, very important when we can bring in jobs, we can 
bring in income, we can bring in a tax base.  I’m sorry Councilman Langman wasn’t here if he could get one 
copy, I’d very much appreciate that and also the Mayor.  This is something that we are studying and we’d like 
to go as far as contact someone from Wal-mart, bring them into the city and show them the benefits of the City 
of Euclid.  One of the greatest benefits is the fact that the Mall is located right by the highway.  We have some 
great strengths and some great opportunities for new development.  I think this is a plus plus, win win situation 
and especially I would like to hear from the Council because just this evening you were talking about new 
businesses.  I would also like to mention that even though this is a gift from an ethics standpoint, it only cost 
$1.20.  Have yourself a very good evening and thank you. 
 
President Holzheimer Gail – Director Pietravoia, any comments from your department?  I know you regularly 
meet and talk with businesses and our working hard to attract businesses. 
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Director Pietravoia – I’d be happy to talk with Mr. Udovic about his ideas and the class he is working with.  We 
have probably over the course of the last three years been in contact through third party developers that are 
interested in trying to work with Wal-mart, to have them take a look at what is available here in Euclid.  Most of 
the time the larger corporations like Wal-mart will not respond to a direct contact, but they will work through 
developers that commonly build buildings for them.  I was aware that they are looking at a strategy of down-
sizing their stores and looking in urban areas of doing smaller stores.  There’s definitely a potential here that 
could apply to Euclid and I’d be happy to talk to Mr. Udovic about it.   
 
Mr. Jeffrey Beck – 25540 Chatworth.  The City of Euclid has experienced many changes over the past 15 years, 
some good, others not.  A few good recent changes include the downtown Euclid renovation and then 
beginnings of lakefront development.  Some of the negative changes in the city over the past 15 years have been 
the loss of businesses, the loss of good taxpaying citizens and the influx of low income rental property.  There 
are many reasons for these negative changes.  Recently our country’s economic conditions has played a part, 
but Euclid has been on this downward path even when the economy flourished. 
 I have spoken with many people who currently live in Euclid or once did and moved away.  I have also 
spoken with real estate agents, as well as prospective homeowners who looked at purchasing a home in Euclid.  
I asked them what issues make this dissatisfied with either living here, not purchasing here or moving away.  
Various reasons were given but one thread ran through our conversations and that was the high taxes paid by 
Euclid residents.  With current residents the high taxes we pay was the top reason given, even above safety 
which in many cases wasn’t even mentioned. 
 This wasn’t by any means a scientific poll, just my observations from the many discussions I have had 
over the past few years.  I myself have owned a home in this city for over 30 years and have the exact same 
concerns.  Over 15 years ago the residents passed an income tax increase from 2% to 2.85% on a shared basis 
with the schools system.  Many statements and promises were made at that time, which have not come to pass.  
One thing has become evident though and that is no community has ever taxed itself into prosperity.  In fact, 
just the opposite occurs and the long term ramifications of higher taxes mean a lower standard of living for 
those we remain.   
 I am therefore asking this Council to bring legislation forth and debate publicly an income tax decrease 
from 2.85% to 2.5% and have this issue placed on the November ballot for the residents to vote their approval 
or disapproval.  This .35% decrease will mean an extra $175 with a household with a $50,000 income.  Not a 
gigantic sum but a welcome relief for those families struggling to make ends meet.  More importantly, it will 
take away the stigma the city possess on having the largest income tax in the state.  No longer will businesses be 
able to use the fact that Euclid has such a high tax rate to locate elsewhere.  No longer will prospective 
homeowners be steered away from Euclid due to us having the highest income tax around.  Other communities 
thrive on lower tax rates than Euclid and we can also.  Can Euclid afford this? The answer is yes.  A year ago a 
lighting fee was imposed on the residents who were told at that time the money was needed in order to balance 
the budget.  This was not true.  The money advanced for the lighting fee, $885,000 today sits in the bank unused 
but the lighting fee is still in place.  By lowering our tax rate to 2.5% this city can thrive by taking a step in the 
right direction to bring in more tax paying citizens and businesses to our community instead of low income tax 
using citizens and vacant commercial property we now see.  I look forward to hearing feedback on this proposal 
and look forward to Council acting upon it.  Thank you. 
 
President Holzheimer Gail – Mr. Litwinowicz, please refrain. These meetings should be held with decorum and 
we would appreciate your working with us.  Thank you.  Excuse me, you’re out of order.   
 
Ms. Sharon Swiatkowski – 334 E. 195.  Hello Council, Hello Ms. President.  This is my first council meeting, 
I’ve been a Euclid resident for seven years and a light bulb switched in my head this weekend and said I need to 
get active in my city.  A mother of two small children and recently been thinking about several ideas, low cost 
ideas actually to get families and young people involved.  So I just wanted to say that you’ll see more of me in 
the future.  I’d like to come forward and talk to some of the council members about some of my ideas and 
hopefully will implement them in the future.  Thank you for your time this evening. 
 
President Holzheimer Gail – Seeing no other comments, we’ll move forward with Council Members’ 
Comments. 

COUNCIL MEMBERS’ COMMENTS 
Councilman Van Ho – I’d ask when I get done that the questions be answered.  Director Smith, did you get my 
email about giving us an ongoing report about whether we’re making or losing money on the recycling 
program?  Much like the Finance Director has to do on a much broader basis for monthly finances because I see 
all kinds of numbers flying around. 
 Director Pietravoia, question, before I left the house tonight, it was brought up that American Greetings 
is staying in northeast Ohio.  They’re considering several sites, several cities I guess I should say and Euclid 
wasn’t one of those.  Why is Bluestone not in consideration for that type of a thing?  Instead I see the normal 
ones like Westlake, and on and on.  Is there a way that we can aggressively go after American Greetings and 
say we’ve got a site that you can develop it the way you want to pretty much.   
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 Next, to away with any confusion, there has been talk of Hal Daughterty donating a building to this city.  
I was with Hal Saturday night and the only thing he said is, he can’t afford to do that.  It is a nice thing to say it 
is a tax deduction, but you only get tax deducted one-third of that approximately.  There is no building coming 
from Hal Daugherty. 
 I have a request from one of my constituents who is a crusty old marine and says it the way that it is.  He 
asked me, why don’t you take that damn sign down about jake brakes on the 222 St. exit because you don’t 
enforce it, so take it down, let’s be done with it.  I’ve actually been over at his house when he had a noise meter 
and the noise of trucks coming off far exceeded what OSHA says is safe. 
 Also I keep hearing about the horrible housing market, so yesterday having lots of free time on my 
hands, I had my wife pull up because she’s a Realtor, the sold houses in the last three months.  Good news, I’m 
just going to read off some of these, I’m reading the street off, not the address because some people get touchy 
about everyone knowing what they paid.  E. 196 north of the Boulevard $135,000; E. 260 south of the 
Boulevard $140,000; Beachview $140,000; Brush Ave. $149,000 and these are all single family homes.  E. 214 
south of the Boulevard was $150,000; E. 272 south of the Boulevard $138,500; Briardale $122,000; Farringdon 
$122,000; Greenwood $134,000; Trebec $129,000; Morris $129,900; Glenbrook $128,000; Glen Ridge 
$129,550; Greenwood $134,000; Breckinridge $146,000; E. 202 north of the Boulevard $235,000 and E. 243 
south of the Boulevard $134,900.   
 The reason I bring these up is I always hear about this damn $9,000 house that somebody sold in this 
city and everything is going to, as my grandmother used to say, hell in a hand basket.  Well it is not.  You’ve 
just heard actual sale prices.  These are closed sale prices.  So when it is an arm’s length transaction, we’re 
getting market values for these houses.  When you have a bank or an investor dumping a house, yes, you’re 
going to get a $9,000 occasionally and you’ll get a lot of $20,000 and so forth. But as you can see a lot of 
people still have faith in Euclid because they are investing a whole lot of money in houses here.  I just wanted to 
bring that up that to quote W.C. Fields, the news of our death has been greatly exaggerated, we’re alive and 
well.   
 
Director Smith – Yes, I did receive your email and I have no objection to providing some type of monthly 
report.  I’m sure we’ll be able to establish the specific criteria you’d like to see in the repot.  There’s been a lot 
of information going out, whether it be every other day or weekly in regards to the recycling numbers and I 
would like to get some thing set specific that we will try to deliver it on a particular date, but of course we need 
to be mindful that we’ve certainly had our fair share of snow events and rain events lately and sometimes that 
takes precedence.  I just ask that you be patient and work with me, we’ll establish the format that everyone is 
comfortable with and has the information that everyone is looking for because the information is readily 
available but sometimes it takes some time to compile it. 
 
Councilman Van Ho – I’d be happy to work with you, and all I want to do is have it in a simple form where I 
can go, we made “x” amount in the month of January type of thing.  So we have it simple so that when 
somebody says, how are we doing on recycling, hopefully I can say great, we’re $50,000 bucks ahead. 
 
Director Pietravoia – I, too, was a little bit surprised today, in fact I brought the article with me and printed it 
out to learn that American Greetings has announced as part of their announcement to stay in Ohio that they 
were considering other suburban locations locally and, to quote them would welcome other offers from other 
communities in the region. 
 Certainly we’ll pursue an opportunity like this just like any other city would.  I would caution however 
if you look at the list of communities that they named so far, the ones that you said were not surprises, 
Beachwood, Brecksville, Independence and Westlake.  You’ll note that you don’t see any First Suburban 
communities in that list including Euclid.  Brooklyn is a member of the First Suburbs Consortium and we do 
have an agreement amongst all the member cities that we will not go after businesses that are located in those 
communities when they’re looking to either expand or certainly to expand within the community they’re 
already in.  While we will respect that, we’re also not going to lose an opportunity if it might be there.  We will 
explore through Team NEO and others that are at the forefront of this effort what kinds of possibilities might be 
there.   
 I would also agree with your comment that if it were a possibility for Euclid, Bluestone Business Park is 
the only job ready site certified site in northeastern Ohio.  If that’s part of their criteria that really narrows the 
field and we would potentially have a shot at it.  I will keep council informed.  Again I was surprised at their 
announcement and we will look into it and be talking to Team NEO and others to see what possibilities are out 
there. 
 
Councilman Van Ho – We should also talk to the city where they’re presently located because as I listened to it, 
it pretty much sounded like they were going to walk, it was just a matter of to which suburb.  For some reason 
they’re not happy there.  If we could talk to them and say, hey, we’re going after it, unless you have something 
pretty much in the bag that it is going to stay. 
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Director Pietravoia – I can guess that my colleague in Brooklyn had a number of calls today and will be 
receiving more calls this week as a result of this article that came out today. 
 
Director Brett – I believe it is still Fran Migliorino out in Brooklyn and I think not only can she tell you the 
details of what is going on but give you some background history that might also give you an idea of why 
Euclid might not be considered at this point.  I think American Greetings decision this whole time has been 
pretty self-serving on the part of its upper management, but that’s just my opinion. 
 
Councilman Van Ho – My only comment is if the article was right, they have $138 million payroll and that 
would do wonders for our income tax collections. 
 
President Holzheimer Gail – The other question, Chief Repicky, about the jake brakes and our ability to enforce 
that, do you have any comments? 
 
Chief Repicky – We’ll look into that tomorrow, was that west bound? 
 
Councilman Van Ho – Yes. 
 
President Holzheimer Gail – There are signs at 222 off ramp and I believe 200 off ramp, potentially Babbitt as 
well. 
 
Councilman Van Ho – I was asked specifically about 222 St. and I told him I would present it just as he said it. 
 
President Holzheimer Gail – We will move forward because your time is up.  A couple of quick 
announcements, in Councilman Langman’s absence I will remind you this Wednesday at 6:30 PM the City 
Growth Committee will be meeting and discussing the standards of the regulations as they pertain to the 
storefront renovation project and standard and quality of work, 6:30 here at City Hall, City Growth Committee, 
this Wednesday March 9th. 
 I spoke to the Mayor very briefly this morning and Director Brett, correct me if I’m wrong, but I believe 
we’re looking at March 23 fro the Executive & Finance Committee Meeting in which case we will have the 
budget review, capital budget, the bond counsel will be present and we can begin our discussion or planning of 
our long range revenue discussion. 
 Just a couple of quick thank you’s or acknowledgements.  The Mayor held a Youth Task Force Meeting 
last week and invited many members of the faith community, the schools, community organizations and it was 
really a wonderful first step in some work being done by the community to help promote positive youth activity 
and help improve our community.  I want to thank everyone who participated.  This is the first of a series of 
meetings so they will continue and look forward to good things happening through that youth committee. 
 Also just very quickly, I was at the Euclid Hospital Advisory Committee meeting almost two weeks ago 
and some very positive things happening.  They’re making some changes to the way they do things in the 
Emergency Room that have shown already in the early stages that it is quicker for the patients, very high results 
from patient surveys.  They reported that they had a positive financial year last year which in this time of our 
economic crisis is very good locally.  They really are a very strong anchor in our community and I want to 
acknowledge their good work and their continued effort at bringing the community together at these meetings. 
  
Councilman Gilliham – I would just like to possibly schedule a Business Committee Meeting on the 30th of this 
month, 6:30 and we can talk about the agenda.  I know one of the items is here today but there is an additional 
item that needs to be discussed as well but we’re looking at the 30th at 6:30 PM.  I’m sure Council will be 
informed and I will make sure of that. 
 A couple of questions for Director Smith, is there an update on the status of the GM Inland Plant?  
Secondly has there been any movement in the issues of the Georgetown Condominium Association regarding 
the garbage issues? 
 I have one last comment that may take up most of my time.  First of all I want to thank the Service Dept. 
for their response on this past Monday.  A week ago we had a tremendous rainstorm and I received seven calls 
of basements flooding.  Four in one area that they’re has been previous flooding and three in another area and 
the Service Dept. did a heck of a job to respond to those needs and 6:30 that morning the Mayor even responded 
when I shot the email out to Director Smith.  So I would like to say thank you. 
 There is one issue since I’ve been council that reoccurs and I receive numerous phone calls, in fact four 
phone calls from property owners who live on Shawnee.  An additional caller on the corner of Upper Valley, 
Genesee and Shawnee as well.  The issue is the flooding in the basements.  That particular day three homes lost 
their furnaces and they were very concerned about the issues in that area between Upper Valley, Genesee and 
Shawnee.  They said prior to 2005/2006 they had no issues with flooding.  They do remember the re-pavement 
of Upper Valley and also the hydro-cleaning being done, but they still have a concern about flooding.  Two 
homes reported that between deductibles and estimate it is over $24,000 worth of damage, just for this past 
storm and the Spring is not even here yet.   
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 The only thing that I ask of the Service Dept. and the Mayor is to look into this.  I know that Mentor in 
the News Herald and also Wickliffe were looking at ways to prevent flooding in certain neighborhoods and 
pulling the resources together to try to address those issues.  That is not to minimize what the city has done, but 
I am asking that maybe we can have a camera go down those sewer lines on Upper Valley, Genesee and 
Shawnee to see if there’s any compromised pipes that have led to the possibility of these houses reoccurring.  
My first incident was May, 2010 four houses flooded.  Once again after this last major rainstorm and snow melt, 
those same homes flooded again.  It is not determining culpability, there maybe issues with the home itself.  But 
I just wanted to let you know Director Smith and the Mayor that they are calling, they have concerns about their 
home values, they have concerns about filing claims and not being insurable, they have some concerns about 
the value of their home being diminished and they’re looking for assistance from the city.  They reside in my 
ward, they are very active residents.  I don’t hear a lot of complaints about them, they’re in the Indian Hills 
Neighborhood Association and it is important that I basically beg to see if we can possibly look at putting a 
camera down those lines, just check for any compromised piping that maybe an issue.  That is my comment and 
the two questions about the GM Inland Plant and the Georgetown Condominium Association, are there any 
updates at this time sir? 
 
Director Smith – Working backwards, I, too, had some of those phone calls from the residents, specifically of 
Shawnee; one as late as today.  The one commitment we did make to the homeowners and I would make it to 
you is that portion of sewer will be placed on the camera list to occur this year.  There’s been worked performed 
in the past as far as cleaning and so forth.  I know one resident in particular is adamant that there has been some 
change up above that has resulted in this problem.  I have had conversations with Supt. Reese.  We actually had 
a joint conversation with the property owner and tried to work through some of the what if’s or what had 
happened before and from Scott’s perspective, Supt. Reese’s perspective, there was no work that would be 
impacting this sewer.  There was a blockage that occurred, somewhat of a blockage that occurred that impeded 
some of the flow and the crew was dispatched and addressed that.  That’s basically where we stand there and I 
know to of owners are aware that is our position in how we’re going to move forward on that.   
 With regards to the GM Inland plant, I’m aware there was a meeting, but I do not know the outcome of 
the meeting.  Our Building Official was there along with some fire personnel representatives.  I don’t know if 
anyone else has information to offer, but I can get those details and forward it to you probably tomorrow.  Does 
the Chief or anyone else have any specific knowledge or not? 
 
Chief Cosgriff – I know our Fire Prevention Bureau was sent out there and they would like to see the building 
come down at least the one portion that is really not safe to inhabit.  The owners are not going to invest the 
money to repair it, so we are pursuing that option in this point in time. 
 
Director Smith – In regards to Georgetown, I did have a meeting two weeks ago tonight with various 
representatives of the condominium association.  We’ve discussed some different options.  I know they wanted 
an opportunity to perform some of their own calculations.  It was a lively discussion.  Obviously there’s some 
monies owed for services rendered.  I need to get in touch with the one representative because they may want to 
schedule a meeting either with the Mayor or Council.  That’s how it was left that they were going to perform 
some of their own calculations with regards to the information that I had shared and they may want to present 
an argument either to Council or have some dialogue with the Mayor on outstanding bills in the future service. 
 
Councilman Gilliham – Thank you very much for your information.  Thank you as well Chief. 
 
Councilwoman Scarniench – Councilman Van Ho talked about housing,  I want to talk a little bit about our 
industrial base because no matter what anybody thinks, Euclid is growing.  Lincoln, Starch, Hose Master, PPG, 
Babcox and Wilcox, Sopko and their new program with Case Western Reserve, University Hospital, Dialysis 
Center.  They are all adding jobs to our city.  We have been very fortunate I think because we’re not losing like 
people think we are.  We are growing and these businesses all need to be commended.  They’ve tightened the 
belt when they’ve needed to and done what they had to and they’re all doing fine. I thank them all for their 
service to this City of Euclid. 
 I want to thank our Service Department.  For every one person who complains about either the 
snowplowing or the sewers, I get three people who say how great it is.  This has been an unusual winter and this 
water is very unusual.  I know the Mayor told me we probably had around 300 houses that had water in their 
basement and that’s a lot for us but we get through it.  Just like Councilman Gilliham talks about his area, we’ve 
had a conversation about 219 and once we get all of that paperwork all together, I would like to have a meeting 
with the neighbors on that street, really to find out what is going on because there is only one person who has 
complained to me but I think that would be the best thing to do. 
 Some years ago we used to have a program, the HIP program, Housing Improvement Program.  I don’t 
have any of the paperwork on that, but I would love for us to kind of start looking to revisit that program which 
would help homeowners who want to do housing projects in their home to upgrade.  We had a committee that 
worked on it and picked the people that would qualify for it.  Any available information that we could pull 
together would be great.   
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 Last but not least and I know this will offend a certain person but that’s okay.  I want to thank 
everybody, every resident that I’ve been in contact with who has been praying for my father.  This past week 
has been very trying, we almost lost him three days ago.  I truly believe through your prayers that he’s okay 
now.  I actually got to bring him home last night.  I has been a crazy week.  I thank you all.  I thank everybody 
at the Veteran’s Hospital.  People talk about the VA a lot around our country and I know there’s a lot of people 
who live in Euclid who work at the VA, they were outstanding.  They did incredible things so I want to thank 
all of those Euclid residents who work at the VA hospital. 
 
Councilwoman Jones – I want to say thank you to Today’s Future Foundation.  They hosted a talent 
competition for youth ages 9-15 on February 26th.  It was a great event.  There was about 10 performers that 
performed in the event.  Not only did their talents come out as far as dancing and singing but they were cheering 
each other on.  These were some youth that may not have normally run into each other for any other 
opportunity, they went to different schools, maybe lived in different neighborhoods.  It gave them an ability to 
help cheer others on for something that they may not have normally done.  It didn’t matter who came in first, 
second or third, in my book they were all winners because they came out and gave 100% of their talent for that 
day.  Thank you to those that performed in the competition and thank you to Today’s Future Foundation.  
 On March 19th, Saturday, Today’s Future Foundation will be hosting a Who’s the Best Speller spelling 
bee for grades 3-5 and it will be held at Shore Cultural Centre at 2 PM.  Youths can register by calling 289-7720 
to register and to get the word list.  I support or recommend those who want to be able to participate in that call 
that number.   
 This is the time of the year when the nice, whenever we had white snow, even though it turns dirty after 
awhile is melting and going away.  We have rain but we have remnants of what’s left underneath the snow piles 
and it could be trash or debris that was left there from who knows when.  We’re going to be getting into the nice 
weather time now and I know normally every year it is around Easter we get another snow burst.  But Easter is 
later this year, it is not until the end of April so hopefully we’re into that springtime a lot sooner than that.  I 
would encourage residents, as well as business owners to get out and clean up around your properties.  It 
doesn’t matter who left the trash there, it is there on your property just clean it up so that we can help get a nice 
spring kick off for the city. 
 As one of the speakers mentioned earlier, the Relay for Life is May 13 & 14th and I do have a team that I 
am forming and I invited all my colleagues and council to be a part of that team.  Some have responded that 
they will and there’s so many tasks that a team needs to do.  It is walking, which is one of the main things, but if 
you can’t walk, you can still be a team member.  You can help put up the decorations for the spot that the team 
will be in.  As the speaker mentioned the theme is holidays, so each team will have a different holiday.  My 
team will be Independence Day.  So creating decorations for the spot the team will have.  Collecting donations 
before the event and during the event.  We can sell as fundraiser type of things at the event, sell different 
trinkets or food products or things like that.  It is not just walking.  I encourage those who think I can’t be a part 
of that because I can’t walk the track, you don’t have to do that to be a team member.  You can still be a team 
member and participate in other ways as well.  Just promoting the event to family, friends or people outside of 
the city of even inside the city to be a part of the event the day of and going forward for the whole event.  It is a 
lot more encouraging for those that are walking to, if we see people on the sideline to encourage them along.  
As the speaker mentioned, there will be different types of fun activities throughout the whole night.  I 
participated the past two years and it is a fun event.  You have a lot of fun, you meet people that you don’t 
normally meet any other time, whether they’re residents of Euclid or not, but I encourage you to take the 
opportunity to be a part of that. 
 I have a couple of minutes and I’m going to announce the Great St. Paddy’s Day Lunch/Dinner will be 
at the Briardale Greens Golf Course.  You can have great ST. Paddy’s Day lunch and dinner.  It will be on 
Thursday, March 17th to celebrate St. Patrick’s Day.  Stop by Stick’s at Briardale Greens to partake in some of 
their St. Patrick’s Day festivities.  Thank you.   
 
Councilwoman Minarik – A couple of questions, you can answer at the end.  Director Smith with fuel going up, 
I’m curious if we’re in any kind of danger of J&J giving us a surcharge on that because I’m not sure what the 
diesel is at now.  The next question, piggy-backing on Councilwoman Scarniench’s idea, Director Pietravoia do 
we have any programs that are in place to attract mid or upper income people into existing housing facilities, 
and that is where I think HIP could fit in.   
 Regarding the resident who asked about the income tax, Director Frey, tell me if I’m wrong here.  My 
understanding is of the 2.85 that shared portion which is the .85, first of all, we need to get permission from, 
approval from the School Board to put it on the ballot because it is a shared tax.  Secondly if the voters turn that 
.85 down to any degree, the City will lose its .38% of all non-resident income tax paying.  They’ll still keep all 
the non-resident that are paying the 2%.  The Schools will lose their .47% of all non-resident.  So a couple of 
things that we have to do is I’ve asked Director Frey already if we can lower our 2% portion and it will not 
impact the non-residents.  But as it stands now, any change, the non-resident tax based on $7 million in non-
resident tax paid to the city in 2007, the Schools of that $5.5 million that they typically take in, $5-$5.5 million 
a year, the Schools will lose if we lower that .85 that we raise, the Schools will automatically lose $1.5 million 
in non-resident tax.  The City will automatically lose, I think it is about $500,000 in non-resident tax.  That’s 



Council Minutes 
March 7, 2011 
Page 21 
where a discussion needs to be taken place and I believe that’s pretty accurate Director Frey. 
 Director Smith, I have another point.  Residents keep calling me or running into me saying weekly, it 
seems weekly, a truck get stuck under the 200th street underpass.  Can we put signs on the exit ramps coming 
off 200th St. letting them know the height of that bridge because cars are typically getting backed up because of 
the trucks, which would be a good thing. 
 I wanted to thank all of the people who turned out for the Town Hall that we had at the Lake Shore 
Coffee House last week, we had about 20 people and it was good feedback, good input and the discussion was 
the Jail.  That was also excellent. 
 Now because we only have two meetings in March, I wanted to promote the rain barrel sale.  Saturday, 
April 30th, from 10:00 AM until 11:30.  You’ll have your choice, you can get the 50 gallon blue barrel where 
you attend the Workshop and that’s $60 or you can get the 60 gallon brown barrel and that will be $85.  You 
can call myself if you want to order a brown barrel, 216-486-9513.  If you want to join the Cuyahoga Water and 
Soil Conservation Workshop and build your barrel call Claire Posius at 216-524-6580, ext. 16.  We will have a 
display at the Library beginning March 25th, but the registration for buying or signing up for these two barrels 
ends April 17th in order that we can get everything together.  Look for the flyer at the Library, the barrels and 
look for the flyer being on Euclid TV.  That’s it and thanks. 
 
Director Smith – For the most of last year, I just had a brief discussion with Director Brett and we were under a 
fuel surcharge in 2010.  Of course that continues at this time.  In regards to your second question, I have no 
problem taking a look at that particular bridge and posting an appropriate height restriction.   
 
Director Frey – On the shared income tax.  I don’t know if I’ve ever asked the question or gotten an answer as 
to whether or not we could lower the 2% income tax leaving the .85% intact and whether that would be a 
permitted activity.  I will confirm that if we are to alter the .85 because of when that tax was imposed, any 
change to that tax would result in the schools losing any non-resident tax portion.  The .47 that is currently 
collected by the City and paid over to the schools, on a non-resident taxpayer would be lost.  So people working 
in the City of Euclid, but not residing in the City of Euclid pay that .47 to the Schools.  That portion would go 
away on any change up or down on the shared tax because the new shared tax would fall under the current 
version of the Ohio Revised Code which does not permit a school component to be charged to non-resident 
taxpayers.  The City’s loss or gain if you will would not be affected because we would have the ability to charge 
non-resident taxpayers for city services.  It is just the school portion that would be automatically wiped out.  
The city’s portion, if we lowered it of course we would lose whatever the value of the lower tax but we’d still 
be able to charge that to non-resident tax payers.  There’s a distinction under the current version of the code as 
to how that shared tax would apply to non-resident taxpayers.  I do need to get an answer then as to whether or 
not we could leave the .85% intact and affect the2%, I don’t know the answer. 
 
Director Pietravoia – To Councilwoman Minarik’s question about programs that would aid mid to upper income 
families that might be interested in coming to the community or improving their homes in the community.  This 
is an area that over the years we’ve attempted to operate a number of programs.  I believe the one that 
Councilwoman Minarik mentioned was one of them.  The challenge that we have is the funding for financial 
assistance as you all know primarily comes from the federal government through the Community Development 
Block grant and that is restricted to middle income or lower.  We did just with Council’s support pass down 
payment assistance that would get us finally into 120% of median income.  That’s the first time we’ve been able 
to go up that high under the NSP program.  We’ve also for many years participated with the County on the 
HELP program, which is low interest loans for housing rehab.  There are no income restrictions on that 
program.  They’re about 7-8 banks that are still participating that offer lower interest rates to the first suburban 
communities that are part of that program.  That was more attractive when the interest rates were higher.  It does 
still exist.  It is not as much of an incentive now because the interest rates have come down so low.   
 The final program that has been in place for sometime but is one that only a few homeowners have been 
able to take advantage of and that is under the Community Reinvestment Act.  Our abatements do apply without 
income restrictions to homeowners that are making improvements that change the value of their property.  
Typically that means a new addition, a new garage that didn’t exist before, it is adding square footage, livable 
space or a new garage that didn’t exist before.  It is a program that has been in place for sometime but hasn’t 
been widely used because not many of the improvements qualify.  Like if you’re remodeling existing space in 
your home, even though that might add value to your home from a sales standpoint, it doesn’t add value from a 
taxing standpoint, so you can’t take advantage of that program. 
 The last thing that is on the horizon is more in the energy front that would not have any type of income 
restrictions and could apply to mid and upper income and that’s the Special Improvement District that we’re 
partnering with the First Suburban Communities on for energy related improvements.  Initially it will only 
apply to commercial and industrial properties but eventually the goal has always been that will be opened up to 
residents of all the member cities.  Any type of, not just solar, wind, geothermal, but also insulation, new 
windows, things of that nature, you’d be able to finance through this special improvement district over a long 
term 20 year period as an assessment on your property taxes.  In a nutshell that summarizes what’s out there 
now.  
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Councilman O’Neill – Just a brief statement, pretty much a lot of the discussion at the end of the meeting is 
taking place about taxes in Euclid and the need for more business and more people moving into the city.  I just 
want to remind the residents that it is very important to patronize the businesses in the City of Euclid, the retail 
establishments, the restaurants because they put money right back into the City.  Hopefully with our economic 
development people, Director Pietravoia’s office who is out there day in and day out trying to attract new 
businesses to the city.  I would reach out to every resident of the City of Euclid and make you a salesman for the 
city as well.  Be aware of what is going on where you live, the availability of different storefronts that maybe 
vacant, the Director is always available to listen if somebody has some ideas about new businesses that come 
into the city.  We’ll take one storefront at a time, bring them in, get these vacant houses re-occupied, puts them 
into a tax generating entity, whether it be property tax or a person who is in there that has income tax, which is 
very important to the City of Euclid and it is also important to the Schools themselves based on the 2.85% 
income tax.   
 That kind of segways me into what has been coming up the 18th of March, the day after St. Patrick’s 
Day, the Atlas Cinemas, Lake Shore 7, there’s a movie coming out this Friday called Kill the Irishmen, they 
will be previewing it on the 18th and they will have the author of the book that the movie was made at the 
cinema.  He will be signing autographs.  I assume there will be books for sale there as well.  Please patronize a 
local theater.  It is Lake Shore 7.  The movie does come out this Friday but it will be in Euclid on the 18th.  
 I want to thank the Service Dept. for their diligence with the most recent snowfall, pretty excessive, I 
think it was over 12 inches.  I was in contact with the Mayor quite a few times on his cell phone.  I was out of 
town on the inner coastal waterway in 85 degree weather having a beverage.  The Mayor kept me informed that 
the streets were plowed diligently.  Unfortunately the wind blew the snow back over after a half hour but the 
Service Dept. did a great job and I want to pass that along.  Thank you and I’ll say goodnight. 
 
Councilman Wojtila – Regarding the Memorial Park Concept Planning Committee, we will present the plan at 
our next council meeting, March 21st, and ask that it be referred to Planning & Zoning.  Planning & Zoning 
folks in anticipation of that referral are looking at scheduling a meeting sometime between March 23 and April 
8th and we hope to know that fairly soon, perhaps before the meeting on March 21st.  What we’re looking for is 
a joint meeting with Planning & Zoning and also the Recreation Committee of Council that Council person 
Jones chairs.  We’re looking at sometime between March 23 and April 8th.  That will be a joint meeting with 
Planning & Zoning and Recreation Committee of Council.  If there’s any substantial changes, instead of having 
to go back and forth from Council back to Planning & zoning, it is helpful if we’re all there so that any major 
changes that become an issue would then be heard by Planning & Zoning and voted on by Planning and Zoning 
and avoiding that ping pong back and forth. We’ll let you know as soon as possible on that meeting date 
between March 23rd and April 8th.  With that I’ll say goodnight. 
 
President Holzheimer Gail – That concludes are meeting this evening.   
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
Councilman O’Neill moved to adjourn.  Councilwoman Minarik seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 
 
Attest: 
 
 
 
___________________________________   _______________________________ 
Clerk of Council      President of Council 
 
 
 


