
COUNCIL MINUTES 
November 21, 2011 

 
The regular Council Meeting was held on Monday, November 21, 2011 at 7:00 PM in the Euclid 
Municipal Center Council Chamber. Council President Holzheimer Gail presided. 
 
Members Present:    Gilliham, Scarniench, Jones, Minarik, O’Neill, Wojtila, Langman, Van Ho,   
            Holzheimer Gail.   
All Present. 
     
Others Present:  Mayor Cervenik, Law Director Frey, CS&ED Director Pietravoia, Service Director Bock, 
Fire Chief Cosgriff, Police Executive Officer Capt. Brickman, Commissioner Beno, Asst.  Director 
Sweeney, Recreation Manager Stephens, Mr. Sonnhalter, Clerk of Council Cahill. 
 

COMMUNICATIONS 
Council received a request for a New D5 liquor permit to Shakerz LLC, DBA Shakerz LLC, 24680 Euclid 
Ave., Euclid, OH.   
 
Councilwoman Jones – This establishment is in Ward 3 and was owned by a previous owner and has 
switched hands since then.  I am going to request that Council declines this request.  There was an 
altercation at this location over the weekend where a shooting took place.  We need to work through those 
issues there.  I would like to make a motion to decline the request. 
 
Councilwoman Jones moved to object to the new D5 liquor permit to Shakerz LLC, DBA Shakerz LLC, 
24680 Euclid Ave.  Councilwoman Scarniench seconded. 
 
Director Frey – Ms. Sweeney will address the matters at the facility and have the information on this 
weekend’s event. 
 
Asst. Director Sweeney – As Councilwoman Jones stated, there was a shooting this weekend at Shakerz 
and while unfortunate, good timing here before the permit is issued we can voice that objection and 
hopefully they will take serious consideration.  We are also going to treat this bar exactly as we did the 
Olive Twyst and S&S.  As you will recall in September we advised council, there were shootings at both 
of those locations, we brought the owners in from both those premises, discussed our safety and security 
concerns with them.  I did file nuisance abatement actions in the Court of Common Pleas against both 
establishments in October.  Service was obtained on the Olive Twyst defendants on November 9th and on 
the S&S defendants on November 8th.  I anticipate an answer from both of those parties within 28 days 
unless they get an extension.  We will treat Shakerz the exact same way as these two establishments.  It 
would also copy Councilwoman Jones’ recommendation that we object to this permit. 
 
Roll Call on the Objection to the liquor permit: 
Yeas: Gilliham, Scarniench, Jones, Minarik, O’Neill, Wojtila, Langman, Van Ho, Holzheimer Gail 
Permit denied. 

Council Minutes 
Councilwoman Scarniench moved to receive the Council Minutes of  November 7,  2011.  Councilman 
O’Neill seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 
 

ADMINISTRATION REPORTS & COMMUNICATIONS 
Mayor Cervenik presented Resolution No. 164-2011 to David Carlson, in recognition of his receipt of the 
2011 Euclid Chamber of Commerce “Bright Star” Award. 
 
Mayor Cervenik – The Oath of Office Ceremony for myself and the existing and incoming council people 
will be Wednesday, November 30th at 7 PM.  We certainly invite all the public to attend as well.  We will 
be privileged to have Tim McCormack be the keynote speaker at that event to talk about municipal 
government and how important it is in our world. 
 Holiday weekend events, as you all know we mentioned it before, but it right around the corner 
our Holiday Lighting Ceremony at Shore Cultural Centre will be from 6:00-9:00 PM on Friday, 
December 2nd.  I want to thank the committee which included the staff at the Shore Cultural Centre, the 
Euclid Chamber of Commerce, the Euclid Public Library, Euclid City Schools, staff here at City Hall, 
Dolly Luskin, Sue McGinn, Mike O’Neill, Pat Brady and others as well as many of the businesses and 
organizations who have sponsored the event.  Holiday tree lighting, Santa sleigh rides, kids activities, 
choir concert, carolers, art exhibits, refreshments, holiday shops and more will all take place.  We really 
encourage all of you and your families to come to Shore Cultural Centre that night, December 2 at 7:00. 
 The Shore Cultural Centre is also having a Holiday fest on Saturday, December 3rd.  It will be held 
in the culinary school on the lower level of the Shore Cultural Centre, 6:00-9:30 PM.  Tickets for that 
event are available for $25 pre-sale and $35 at the door.   
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 The Euclid Orchestra Christmas Concert at Shore Cultural Centre is Sunday, December 4th at 3 
PM.  Tickets are $10 at the door.  We will be kicking off the holiday season in grand fashion. 
 Friday evenings in December will be extra special at the C.E. Orr ice arena.  On Friday, December 
2nd from 8:30-10:00, the Winter Freeze night.  Free pre-skate movie, make a snowman and have free hot 
cocoa, how can you do better than that.  On December 9th is Christmas Sweater night.  If you wear your 
favorite sweater or your tackiest sweater and you will get half price admission.  I think I’ll have to be at 
the door for that one. 
 Last but certainly not least, Toys for Tots weekend collection is Friday December 16th at 8:30 until 
10 PM and on Saturday, December 17th from 1:00-2:30 PM.  They’re asking you to donate a new or 
gently used unwrapped toy and then you can skate for free.   
 
Manager Stephens – Mayor you touched on most of the announcements.  One other announcement I 
wanted to make because we did have some of our councilmen and others throughout the city who made a 
donation to our two Euclid youth tackle football teams who traveled to Columbus this past weekend.  
Wanted to thank all of you who supported that endeavor, both teams unfortunately lost but the kids had a 
great time.  The monies that were donated were utilized for their hotel costs, food and we will also be 
providing trophies to all of the participants as well.  Thank you. 
 
Director Bock – Just a brief announcement on the leaf collection, we’ve been receiving a lot of calls, 
rumors were going around that we were done collecting leaves, we are not done collecting leaves at this 
time.  I would ask the residents to continue to rake out leaves through this week, up until Sunday.  We 
will be completing the pass of the city that we are on now.  We will make one more additional pass 
through the entire city to collect the remainder of the leaves.  My hope is that by December 9th I will be 
able to pull off my leaf crews and get ready for the white stuff to come.  We have to tear off the leaf boxes 
and hook up our spreaders and so forth.  As of now, continue to rake leaves out, place them on the tree 
lawn, not in the street. Please refrain from parking in the street on collection day.  You can figure out 
when we’ll be in your neighborhood by checking our website, we update it every morning.  We have been 
called back, people think we’ve skipped, picked up everyone’s leaves but theirs.  People tend to park in 
the street, we can’t get to them.  On the collection when you know we’re going to be close by, don’t park 
in the street where you’re going to block us from getting those leaves.  Continue to put them out through 
Sunday and we will make the pass through and after Sunday please bag your remaining leaves.   
 
Mayor Cervenik – That will conclude administration reports and communications. 
 

REPORTS & COMMITTEE MINUTES 
Councilwoman Scarniench moved to receive the Monthly Finance Report thru October 31, 2011; 
Executive & Finance Committee minutes of 11/2/11; Board of Control Min. of 10/31/11 & 11/7/11.  
Councilman Wojtila seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous.   
 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE FOR LEGISLATIVE MATTERS ONLY 
Mr. Jeffrey Beck – 25540 Chatworth Dr.  I would like to speak to Item #2 on the Agenda, the issuance of 
notes for the lighting fee.  The lighting fee was first enacted in early 2010 to cover anticipated shortfall in 
the 2010 budget.  Since the fee wouldn’t be received until 2011, the city borrowed $885,000 in advance.  
At the end of 2010, the City added one million dollars to the city’s cash reserves.  As it turned out, this fee 
wasn’t needed to cover the budget shortfall as we were told.  Instead of rescinding the fee in 2011, we 
were told a story of doom and gloom and that the fee was necessary for 2011 and beyond.  Council 
rewarded the administration with two more years of a lighting fee. 
 As we near the end of 2011, the Mayor states that we are ahead in income tax collections by one 
million dollars over last year.  The lighting fee wasn’t needed last year since we placed a million dollars 
in the bank and since we’re a million dollars over in income tax collections for this year, it is clear this fee 
still isn’t needed.   
 The only proper thing for Council to do is to rescind this erroneous fee on the residents of Euclid.  
It is wonderful that we can add all this money to the city coffers, but to do so at the expense of the 
struggling residents of Euclid is just plain wrong.  I urge Council to vote no on this piece of legislation, 
rescind the lighting fee and support the residents.  Thank you. 
 
President Holzheimer Gail – Seeing no other comments, we’ll move forward with Item #1 please. 
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LEGISLATION 
Res. 168-2011 (400-11)  CDBG 2012 Entitlement Year 
A resolution approving the Annual Action Plan for the FY 2012 Entitlement Year under the Community 
Development Block Grant Program of the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development 
as recommended by the Citizens’ Advisory Committee appointed by the Mayor of the City of Euclid and 
authorizing the Mayor to submit said Annual Action Plan to the United States Department of Housing and 
Urban Development.  (Sponsored by Council President Holzheimer Gail and Councilperson Scarniench) 
 
Councilwoman Scarniench moved for passage, Councilman Gilliham seconded. 
 
Director Pietravoia – I want to start off by thanking the members of the Citizens Advisory Committee that 
helped us through the process again this year for our Block Grant funding, determining what the 
community’s needs are and how to best spend our upcoming allocation for the year 2012.  Two members 
of Council, Council President Kirsten Holzheimer Gail and Madeline Scarniench participated.  Ed 
Dickson, Pat McLaughlin, Clifford Johnson, Paul Dietrich and Steven Caviness.  I wanted to start off by 
thanking all the members of the committee who went through about a half a dozen meetings or more.  I 
know both members of Council may want to comment after we give our brief report. 
 We issued a summary memo as we’ve done in the past.  As you know with Asst. Director Gliha’s 
passing, we’ve all stepped up and tried to fill some pretty big shows there.  Brian Iorio unfortunately is 
out on family medical leave so he couldn’t be with us here tonight, but he has taken over as the lead 
grants administrator.  Jim Sonnhalter is here who assisted Brian through the Citizen Advisory Committee 
process.   
 I would like to allow Jim to give a brief report on the outcome of the committee’s work and what 
their recommendations are for next year’s budget. 
 
Mr. Sonnhalter – As was stated 2012 is marking the 38th year of Euclid as being an entitlement 
community and therefore eligible to receive an annual community development block grant allocation.  
For 2012, the US Department of Housing and Urban Development advised the City of Euclid to budget 
for an estimated grant award of $974,000.  With that in mind, we followed through with our requirements 
to hold one public hearing that reviews past program performance, the ongoing needs of the community 
and programs that might address those needs.  We ended up having three committee meetings and two 
public hearings to do all of that.  The following summary and budget has been recommended for Senior 
Programs, $220,000; Storefront Renovation $100,000; EDCOR administration $50,000; Municipal 
Beautification $60,000; health safety and well being $350,000; neighborhood programs $22,000; 
administration $166,000; planning $6,000.  That brings us up to our budget of $974,000.   
 Through EDCOR and the revolving loan program, we have a program income of $100,000 so the 
grand total we’re budgeting for is $1,074,000.   
 The actual or final dollar amount for fiscal year 2012 grant is pending congressional approval of 
the CDBG budget.  As soon as we get that approval, we’ll process the grant contract for the City of 
Euclid.  Each year through this process Council reviews and approves this resolution to submit the annual 
action plan to HUD and therefore we respectfully request passage of this resolution so we can continue to 
provide great services to the citizens of Euclid and allow us the authorization to allow for the timely 
submission of the annual action plan to HUD.  Thank you.  I’ll be happy to take any questions. 
 
Councilwoman Scarniench – I was glad to be back on the committee.  I was on this committee some years 
ago and dropped off and was excited to be back on it, thank you. 
 
President Holzheimer Gail – I’ve been on the Committee for a number of years as well and these really 
are very important dollars to our community.  There’s a couple of main purposes, one is to eradicate slum 
and blight and the other is to serve people with low to moderate income.  Many of these programs serve 
the people who need it the most.  It helps in part fund our senior programs, it helps in part keep people in 
their homes longer through the EDCOR loans, through some of the accessibility issues through our own 
services, special projects here in the city.  It also helps improve many of our downtown and Euclid Ave. 
retail districts through the storefront renovation and municipal beautification projects which helps for 
other investments.  The block grant only funds a certain percentage, the other is required by the private 
investor.  It really has helped change the face of Euclid in many ways. 
 I also want to thank the staff, they’ve done a great job putting together all the information as they 
always do and managing these programs from a funding stream that has continued to decrease, slightly 
but has decreased over the number of years.  They work very hard to make the most of these dollars and 
we definitely see the benefit of that in our communities.  I do want to thank the staff for their hard work 
and the staff of the programs that are funded through this.  They all came to the public hearing and 
presented the outcomes, presented the impact that those dollars are having in our community, so I wanted 
to thank them as well. 
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Councilwoman Jones – Mr. Sonnhalter, with the allocations that you gave for 2012, are there any of the 
allocations that were different from 2011? 
 
Mr. Sonnhalter – Yes a few of them, I can say across the board some of them went up and some went 
down.  For example, health safety and well being, we did budget in fiscal year 2011 $340,000, we’ve 
increased that by ten for $350,000 this year.  The EDCOR budget remains the same.  We have increased 
funding to senior programs by $40,000.  Storefront and Municipal Beautification those are coming down 
slightly.  We’ve doubled the amount going into neighborhood programs, fair housing and neighborhood 
stabilization; decreased the amount going into general management and coordination as well as planning. 
 
Councilwoman Jones – What was our total allocation for 2011? 
 
Mr. Sonnhalter – The total allocation that we budgeted for in 2011 was $974,406.   
 
Councilman Gilliham – In some cases grants have carryovers.  Were there any allowable carryovers from 
the previous year until now included in this budget? 
 
Mr. Sonnhalter – Yes there were carryovers.  For the 2011 amount that we’re carrying over into this year 
is $201,716.  That’s comprised of carry over from each of our activities.  That does bump our amount up 
to $1,175,716.   
 
Director Pietravoia – I would like to explain further, both for the grant amount and the carryover amount, 
they’re both estimates at this point in time.  The grant we’ll know for sure, shortly after the first of the 
year, it is typically when HUD announces the specific amounts.  But they’ve advised us to budget for the 
same dollar amount as the current year grant.  I will caution that we are hearing, we monitor with the help 
of the county the congressional hearings that are being held currently and they’re estimating right now an 
average of about a 13% cut to the entitlement communities.  While they’re telling us to budget for 
$974,000 there is a potential that we could see anywhere from a 10-13% cut. 
 On the carryover side, it is the same thing, we’re pretty close to the end of the year so we have a 
pretty good guesstimate of what the final amounts will be to carryover, but those are estimates and they 
usually vary a little bit with the actual number at the end of the year.   
 
Councilman Gilliham – Based upon the final decision on the grant which could be potentially minus 13% 
of the estimated budget for 2012, that carryover will have a final number at the end of the year and that 
will allow to be added to the 2012 budget, or will that be an encumbrance set aside that you utilize?  I 
know in some grants you can combine previous years, you have to document the carryover a different 
way from the actual grant year that you’re actually in.  Can you just clarify that for me? 
 
Director Pietravoia – The carryover does become part of the official 2012 budget.  In each line item 
whatever is left in that line item at the end of the year stays in that same program.  If there were funds left 
in Senior Programs or in Storefront it would stay in that program area.  What we try to do with our 
estimates and when you heard Jim explaining that some of the grant amounts went up and down in each 
program, that’s based on what we think the carryover will be in an attempt to keep the budget at about the 
same level for each program.  We adjust the grant amount according to how much carryover funds we 
think will be left. Combine the two and that gives the actual budget for the program for 2012. 
 
Councilman Gilliham – We’ll be pretty much certain of this probably in February or late January? 
 
Director Pietravoia – This current year was pretty late, we didn’t hear until late spring the actual grant 
amount.  Typically we do hear in late January early February, we’re hoping they will be more timely. 
 
Councilwoman Scarniench moved to close debate, Councilman Gilliham seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 
 
Roll Call:  Yeas:  Gilliham, Scarniench, Jones, Minarik, O’Neill, Wojtila, Langman, Van Ho, Holzheimer 
Gail. 
Passed. 
 
Ord. 169-2011 (395-11) Note Street Lighting Assessment 
An ordinance to provide for the issuance and sale of notes of the City of Euclid, Ohio in a principal 
amount not to exceed $850,000 in anticipation of the collection of special assessments for street lighting 
purposes, pledging municipal income tax revenues for the payment thereof, and declaring an emergency.  
(Sponsored by Council President Holzheimer Gail and Entire Council) 
 
Councilman Van Ho moved for passage, Councilman Langman seconded. 
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Mayor Cervenik – City Council approved this in the 2011 budget.  We will be paying off the $885,000 
note that originally existed and will renew it only $850,000.  It will be held through the bond retirement 
fund unless Calfee Halter our bond counsel tells us there is a better way to do it.  It should be just like the 
last one, it will be held in the bond retirement fund.  We’ll be holding our own debt.  It is exactly as we 
did last year only $35,000 less.  
 To address some of the comments that were made, we’ve got to back in history a little bit and realize 
that these fees, the trash fee and the lighting fee were deemed necessary before the State of Ohio has made 
the cuts in the Commercial Activity Tax and the Local Government Fund.  In 2012 we’re expecting a 
$1,400,000 decrease in revenue irrespective of the street lighting fee.  Yes, we’re about $1.3 million 
ahead on income taxes, thank goodness, because if we weren’t we wouldn’t be able to handle that 
$1,400,000 decrease in State revenue. 
 In addition each month city council receives a financial report and it lists the revenue items.  We 
have serious shortfalls at the moment in both jail revenue from the County and the Estate tax, almost to 
the tune of one million dollars.  To not do this or eliminate the fee would put us in a very, very deep hole 
and we would be where we said we didn’t want to be two years ago when we started this and we’d be 
cutting services that our residents expect us to provide including safety services and recreational services.  
Although it is great and I’m thrilled and a lot of it is due to Director Pietravoia and you heard David 
Carlson say tonight that businesses are very happy working with us and our economic development 
program is working and bringing in more money; we’re losing it from the State and some other areas.  I 
would strongly suggest passage of this by City council as they did approve it in the budget and we will 
see where we are as we go through budget hearings exactly why this is very, very important. 
 Part of the reason for doing it this way was to just delay for one year actually assessing our 
homeowners both fees at one time.  It is our intention to continually lower the amount of the borrowing 
each and every year provided the finances of the city allows us to do so. This gives us a lot of flexibility 
to continue services that are very, very important to the quality of life in the City of Euclid. 
 
Councilwoman Minarik – Mayor why don’t we treat this the way we treat other taxes, we take the 
advance from the County.  We could have done that in 2010.  We borrowed, when we passed it in the 
spring, we borrowed the, if I understand this right, we borrowed $850,000 but we did not pay that back 
when the street lighting assessment came in.  Why didn’t we just take the advance like we do in the fall? 
 
Mayor Cervenik – The assessments for the street lighting did not take place in 2010, they started in 2011.  
However we needed at that moment we needed, the budget projections provided, so we needed the cash.  
We really should have done as you said and assessed everything at one time.  We did not do that.  We’re 
doing revenue anticipation note, holding it in our bond retirement fund, and as I said hopefully each year 
we will drop that down. 
 
Councilwoman Minarik – So we did not pay back the original $850,000? 
 
Mayor Cervenik – We’re paying back the $885,000 and only borrowing $850,000.  We’ll continue to try 
to drop the anticipation note balance hopefully by more than $35,000.  At the moment with the 
uncertainty of the State of Ohio and the economy, there’s a lot of talk about double dip. 
 
Councilwoman Minarik – I’m not questioning about the fee itself, I’m questioning the using notes and 
borrowing the money rather than paying it off.  That’s what I’m questioning why we’re doing that. 
 
Mayor Cervenik – It wasn’t assessed and the reason it wasn’t assessed as I read from City Council’s 
comments during those many hearings we had was that they really felt that would be a nice compromise if 
we did not assess the residents until the following year for street lighting.  The only way around doing 
that was to do this. 
 
Councilwoman Scarniench – Mayor, have we heard anything from the EPA yet?  Do we have any idea 
what is going on with that? 
 
Director Frey – We did get some comments back on the long term control plan submission.  There were 
additional items of information that the EPA requested.  They have not determined that we can go forward 
with our preferred alternative or not.  They have not given us the okay on our alternative, our preferred 
alternative, or told us we cannot go forward on that.  They have requested additional information last 
week.  We are getting that information together for them. 
 
Councilwoman Scarniench – Do you have any idea when we can expect to actually have a final say on 
this so we know what we’re going to have to convince the residents that we’re doing the right thing 
because we have no choice in the matter?   
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Director Frey – We know that we’re going to do at least the alternative that we proposed and that was in 
the area of about $60 million in improvements.  The upper range was in excess of $100 million in 
improvements.  Hopefully we’re not there, but we don’t know and I think our best estimate on timing was 
that we would have an answer from EPA before the end of the year. 
 
Councilwoman Scarniench – Is there a way and I’ll just switch back.  A lot of people understand why 
we’re charging these fees but the big gripe is an assessed fee and not a tax so they can’t write it off.  Is 
there a way to make that happen so people can actually take this off on their taxes like to do with 
everything else for the folks that itemize? 
 
Mayor Cervenik – City Council would have to propose an actual tax increase, real estate tax increase to 
the general public and have them approve it.  Then they’d be able to write it off as a tax.  
 
Councilman Van Ho – I’m going to vote for this legislation in spite of the well meaning comments at the 
beginning of the meeting because make no mistake, this is not to pay for lighting any more than the 
garbage tax is to pay for garbage.  It is a way to allow us to move funds around to keep people on the 
payroll and keep the budget balanced.  When people come up and say why don’t you get rid of it, I look at 
them and go, how many cops and how many firemen do you want us to get rid of?  That’s not a threat, it 
is just a simple number.  They make us the biggest chunk of our budget.  How many rec people do we 
want to throw out of here?  It is not popular but it is something that we as a council and the administration 
have to do. 
 
Councilman Wojtila – Mayor, what we’re expecting to do is issue the notes by the end of this year, 2012, 
for the money that is collected in 2012? 
 
Mayor Cervenik – We will pay off the prior note and re-issue notes at $850,000. 
 
Councilman Wojtila – Did I hear you correctly, you said that we will hold the note through our bond 
retirement fund?  We are not going to go to the general market to sell these notes? 
 
Mayor Cervenik – We held them last year in the bond retirement fund, we should do the same this year. 
 
Councilman Wojtila – Are we able to set the rate at what we want to set it at? 
 
Mayor Cervenik – The maximum is 5%.  We don’t expect to be anywhere near 5%.  We just issued notes 
and the yield was under 1% for one year note that we did for the pier.  It is going to be considerably less 
than 5%.  The bond counsel usually uses 5% in the legislation, sometimes 10% to make it, regardless of 
the circumstances that we wouldn’t have to do additional legislation.  We’re paying ourselves. 
 
Councilman Wojtila – I’m hoping there’s not a big origination fee or what they call it, cost of issuance? 
 
Mayor Cervenik – Doing it this way, the cost of issuance is minimal as compared to going out on the open 
market. 
 
Councilman Wojtila – You mentioned earlier that the street lighting, you referred to homeowners but just 
so everybody is clear, it is not just homeowners. 
 
Mayor Cervenik – It is all, the 1.34 mill and that is assessed on your property value. 
 
Councilman O’Neill – I’ll just be brief, we visited this a couple of years ago and very reluctantly we 
passed it, we knew we needed to do it.  We are holding the administration to a yearly renewal of the fees 
and there’s a reason for that, it creates more work for the administration and council but we wanted to 
keep it like that so that if there is a time when it can go away, it is the end of that particular year.  We are 
not passing these things just to pass them and just to create a slush fund for arbitrarily spending that 
money, that’s not the case.  Truly it is because we did not want to lay off cops and firemen.  That’s 
ultimately where this would lead if we do not pass this legislation.  I didn’t like it back then but I knew it 
was something that we had to do.  I will stick with those words and I will urge my fellow colleagues on 
council to pass this legislation.  It is needed, we’re not quite sure what the future is going to hold but this 
gives us some stability.  I would request my colleagues to pass this.  Thank you. 
 
President Holzheimer Gail – A reminder, we did approve this as part of the budget process.  This is not 
the approval the street lighting fee, this is the issuance of the notes. 
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Mayor Cervenik – If I might say, it was also mentioned that last year it wasn’t needed because we added 
one million.  We need to remember, again going back in the history that after, back in 2003, we had about 
$600,000 give or take dollars in the general fund and we were able to build that up to about $4.6-$4.5, 
somewhere in that neighborhood.  Then we went down considerably, we went down about $1.6, $1.8.  So 
the fact that a million dollars was added to the general fund cash balance is a very positive thing and it is 
something that was needed to be done because as this note issuance gives us flexibility, having the cash in 
there also gives us the flexibility so that if we have the double dip recession or something else in the 
economy happens, we can, like we did the last time, when we had the four million, deal with it. It is very 
important that cash balance is more than 2% of our total budget.  I think they ask for at least one month 
maybe two months worth of revenue of cash balance, Moody’s does.  We’re not going to get there that’s 
for sure, unless something really good happens.  We’ll look at it again during budget hearings.  We’ll 
determine where we are and as always Council will have the ultimate decision in passing the 2012 budget. 
 
Councilwoman Jones – Mayor Cervenik, you mentioned that this is, we’re paying of the $885,000 and 
we’re borrowing the$850,000, does that mean there’s going to be an adjustment in the fees for the 
assessment for 2012 because of that difference? 
 
Mayor Cervenik – No, the legislation that was passed by city council millage covers probably about 95% 
of the cost of the actual street lighting in the city.  That will not be adjusted down.  What we did is we 
borrowed this money even though the assessment wasn’t taking place until the following year.  We’re 
going to slowly pay it down, hopefully faster than $35,000 a year, pay this off, but the assessment unless 
city council feels it is not longer needed after our budget hearings, would then have the ability to reduce 
that assessment.  This is just the issuance as the Council President just said, this is the issuance of the note 
as we talked about during the budget hearings and this is the timing for that note. 
 
Councilman Gilliham – You talked about specific programs being affected.  You talked about the jail 
revenue being down and I understand that.  My question goes a little bit deeper.  There could be potential 
issues in recreation as far as programming.  There are only four employees in there, I don’t know how 
much more we can cut in there.  But are there any other specific services that the people need to know 
about if this money was not necessarily approved and this particular ordinance was not passed, what 
specific services, outside of the two that you just mentioned, would be adversely affected by this? 
 
Mayor Cervenik – I don’t think anything is untouchable if we had this drop in revenue.  Certainly safety 
forces which comprise over 60% of our general fund budget.  It would be very hard to escape not some 
damage being done there.  Just about everything we do, leaf pick ups, City of Cleveland quit picking up 
leaves.  We’ve done a pretty good job this year, I meant to say that when you were done Director Bock, 
tell the guys they’re doing a good job.  We can eliminate things like that, the overtime on all of that.  
That’s up to city council once they see the budget.  But as I went and had the two town hall meetings and 
talked with you and talked with people to eliminate not only this fee but the trash fee will make this a 
community that we don’t want to live in.  Specifically cuts, everything, we would be cutting everything 
that is paid for out of the general fund.  I would hate with some of the things that are going on now to 
eliminate economic development personnel, I would hate to eliminate finance personnel.  As you 
mentioned, recreation is very tough.  We’re down to bare bones on what we can eliminate.  The plan we 
have is working and it is very important that it continues. 
 
Councilman Gilliham – My only concern is that when we first approved this in 2010 we didn’t collect 
2010 until 2011 and we’re expected to collect 2011 in 2012.  It was my understanding in supporting the 
one year there were a couple of things that had to exist.  One we would have a long term financing 
committee set up at some point to address our long term financing needs.  I don’t like extending this 
because I think we do have alternative ways of doing this.  I was one of those dissenting votes on the 
budget for reasons beyond this, so this was not a reason for it.  My concern is going into 2013 that this 
continues to be an ongoing thing.  I’m asking you and I’m asking Council President Holzheimer Gail and 
Councilman Langman, are we going to be looking at a committee of citizens, of business people, 
sometime next year to look at long term financing.  I think it is something that we did not do in the past 
18 months.  I take blame for it and I hope that the other of my colleagues take culpability as well.  I think 
there are other avenues that we can utilize.  I’m just concerned about extending it to 2013, but there has 
been some progress I will admit.  I’m not here to say that this was useless, I will never say that.  My 
concern is when I talk to the residents, I have a split, some say okay and some say why are we still doing 
this, you guys are going to make this permanent or what?  There’s a little bit of instability that comes with 
this.  I’m going to withhold my vote until it is time for roll call but those are my particular concerns.  If 
this does pass, there are certain areas that I’m sure all of council would like to have addressed and I hope 
that we can address those in the budget. 
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 The other issue that I have is the talk of laying off safety services, I did not like to do that but I also 
know this is a negotiating year and I’m hoping that if this were to pass tonight that there’s some flexibility 
in negotiations about certain things for safety because whether or not we want to admit it, we need the 
safety services and people are very satisfied.  But there’s also concerns about the cost of living here and 
this is just another fee that maybe we can down the road eliminate and there has to be a little bit of 
conciliatory behavior amongst all parties whether you’re a city hall employee, elected official or a 
resident.  Those are my comments at this point in time.  Thank you. 
 
President Holzheimer Gail – We are planning to move forward with the long term committee.  
Councilman Langman and I have had a conversation, the Mayor and I have had a conversation.  
Unfortunately when we asked for citizens input, when we asked for people to participate, I only got one 
letter of interest.  That put a little bit of a stall on it, Councilman Langman and I were going to reach out, 
that was during the political campaign process.  It was hard to get somebody to commit to doing that until, 
I think now we’re looking at and I know the Mayor has another idea of some resources that we can call on 
to help do that.  I certainly am committed to seeing that through, I don’t know if Councilman Langman 
has a comment or the Mayor. 
 
Councilman Langman – First off, I guess I’m a little confused about why we’re having such a long debate 
on this particular item because we committed to this already.  Now that doesn’t mean that it is going to be 
extended forever, that is what the idea was to get us through this particular year with the uncertainty of 
some of the State budget matters, with the failure of Congress’ super committee, we don’t know when the 
next recession is going to happen, next year or the year after.  Obviously a lot of our increase in income 
tax came from better performances by our existing business; profit tax is way up, that may change.  I 
think since we committed to extending the lighting fee, it doesn’t make sense to short circuit the process 
and not collect the money.  We agreed that we needed the money and not to collect the money now, when 
there is still so much uncertainty I don’t think is a wise course.   
 Yes, I’m still committed to the Finance Review Committee and yes it is difficult to pull all of that 
together in September or October of campaign year but I still think it is a good idea and I’m glad to hear 
the Council President and the Mayor think so also. But that is important to develop longer term strategies.  
We need to pass this as we discussed several months ago and then we can take a look at where the 
community is and all of those factors that were raised are perfectly legitimate.  What’s the burden on the 
community; our poverty rate is going up, we have to factor that into what the community can actually 
bear going forward.  All of that needs to be looked at and as the year turns we can do that in a careful and 
considerate manner.  Thank you. 
 
Mayor Cervenik – I was at a wake over on the west side and I ran into an attorney that has some local ties 
and he brought to my attention that there’s one of the major accounting firms that is doing research for the 
City of Toledo and I think they’re beginning with the City of Cleveland too to examine on a professional 
manner the impact of various taxes, how to restructure the whole tax program of a community.  Although 
we’re a little bit smaller than Toledo and Cleveland, he’s going to get back to me sometime after the first 
of the year and see if we can’t tap into that as well.  The best thing about that is it doesn’t cost us 
anything.  That would be a real professional analysis if all of our revenue streams and what we do with 
them.  We are committed. 
 
Councilman Langman moved to close debate, Councilman O’Neill seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 
 
Councilman Wojtila moved to suspend the rules, Councilwoman Minarik seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 
  
Roll Call:  Yeas:  Gilliham, Scarniench, Jones, Minarik, O’Neill, Wojtila, Langman, Van Ho, Holzheimer 
Gail. 
Passed. 
 
Res. 170-2011  (399-11)  OML Deferred Compensation Plan 
A resolution adopting the amended Ohio Municipal League Deferred Compensation Plan as required by 
the Pension Protection Act of 2006.  (Sponsored by Mayor Cervenik) 
 
Councilwoman Scarniench moved for passage, Councilwoman Jones seconded. 
 
Mayor Cervenik – There’s been a number of changes to municipal pension plans, deferred compensation 
plans or 457 deferred compensation plans and they include changes in military service and a number of 
other items, minimum distribution exclusion distribution for 2009, even though that already happened we 
need to follow their specific amendments and that’s what this piece of legislation is for.  It will bring our 
457 plan into compliance with what is required by law. 
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Councilman Gilliham moved to close debate, Councilwoman Minarik seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 
 
Roll Call:  Yeas:  Gilliham, Scarniench, Jones, Minarik, O’Neill, Langman, Van Ho, Holzheimer Gail. 
Passed. 
 
Ord.  171-2011 (376c-11)  Amend Code Chapter 705 Internet Café Regulations 
An ordinance enacting Chapter 705 of the Euclid Codified Ordinances, Entitled, “Sweepstakes Terminal 
Cafés.”  (Sponsored by Councilperson Gilliham) (Referred from Executive & Finance Committee with no 
recommendation) 
 
Councilman Gilliham moved for passage, Councilman O’Neill seconded. 
 
Director Frey – As we had a committee meeting last week on this matter and have before you tonight 
legislation that would allow the sweepstake terminal café both as a primary and as an accessory use.  We 
went through the details of that, there is one change that was discussed at some length at the committee 
meeting that was not incorporated into this legislation but that would be a minimum distance requirement 
between facilities and Director Pietravoia has some update on information from a seminar that he was at.  
I had indicated to Council that I had placed a call to the Ohio Attorney General’s office but had not 
received a return call for discussion on the State legislation.  I got that call Friday.  The Assistant Attorney 
General sent me the legislation. It is probably ¾ of an inch of printed material and we’re working our way 
through that.  Essentially it is the State’s position that they will not permit cash payouts, they will limit 
non-cash payouts to no more than $10.  They will limit the number of machines in any one location to 
five.  The State Casino Commission will be the licensing agency.  They have not set fees and that’s all yet 
to be determined by rules from the State Casino Commission. 
 However, while we anticipate this version of the state legislation to be introduced and acted on by 
the State General Assembly sometime in 2012, we think it is important to nonetheless go forward with 
our licensing legislation and our zoning legislation in the interim recognizing as I think we’ve said from 
the very outset that we expect at some point for the State to pre-empt us on the licensing.  It does create an 
era of risk if you will to the sweepstake operators if they choose to enter into the leases, if they choose to 
lease the equipment and by the software licenses and so forth.  That’s their risk, not ours. 
 We would ask to go forward with that to codify our section, our Chapter 705 that would regulate 
the sweepstakes terminal café both as a primary and accessory use as we’ve discussed.  Director 
Pietravoia can provide update from the seminar he was at but we believe that with the exception of the 
distance requirement between facilities, our legislation is appropriate as we’ve presented it to city council 
and we would ask again with that one modification that it be approved tonight. 
 
Director Pietravoia – I had an opportunity on Friday, I attended a scheduled workshop sponsored by the 
American Planning Association and one of the sessions was specifically targeted for those communities 
that are considering legislation for internet sweepstakes cafes.  I have to tell you, I would guesstimate 
there were about 300 in attendance at that particular session, it was one of the most highly attended 
sessions of the entire day that I was there.  Todd Hunt, local attorney, also serves as Law Director through 
contractual arrangement for several communities including Richmond Hts., was the gentleman that gave 
the presentation.  In a nutshell I’ll just capture a couple of points that he made.  I’m pleased to say that in 
most areas our draft ordinance already covers some of the concerns that he was aware of through his 
experience with many communities that he’s working with.   
 The one area that we would like you to reconsider after hearing his presentation is the spacing 
requirement.  He did strongly encourage a consideration of a spacing requirement and he specifically 
explained, he broke down the impacts or affects of these businesses into two areas, what he called primary 
negative effects and secondary negative effects.  The primary were in two categories, traffic congestion 
circulation and parking.  Those were the two main areas that negative impacts were experienced where 
these have located.  The secondary effects were related to safety and police calls.  I’m pleased to report 
again as Capt. Brickman indicated there have been no real police problems locally, minor calls in some 
communities, but nothing major in the area since these have opened.  The primary affects have been 
related to parking and congestion.  One way that you could help to minimize those impacts would be to 
make sure that these don’t locate right next to each other, particularly in shopping centers or multi-tenant 
buildings by having a spacing requirement, it would help to keep them separated a reasonable distance 
and any parking or traffic congestion would be minimized.  
 That recommendation from Councilwoman Scarniench we do support and would recommend that 
Council give that serious consideration.  It is not in the version that you have tonight but we can easily 
add it and we would recommend that it go in 705.13A and we would add it as a number 8.  I can read our 
draft, it is a simple one sentence that would read, basically it is saying that the operations would operate in 
such a manner, and then it would read each item, in this case, so as not to be located within 1,000 ft. from 
another licensed sweepstakes terminal café.  The addition of that item #8, would accomplish that spacing 
requirement.   
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 We believe in a quick look at all of our major shopping centers that the only area potentially where 
you might see two is a property as large as the mall if there was interest in the mall site but all the other 
major shopping centers would be under that 1,000 ft., so if one located in a center and if this provision 
were passed we wouldn’t have more than one in each shopping center. 
 He did cover a good number of other items that are already in our code.  Most communities are 
attempting to regulate rather than prohibit altogether.  He did strongly encourage if you have a 
moratorium as we do that it is not reasonable per case law passed in Ohio to go beyond nine months to a 
year and if the State doesn’t act quickly, he had a slightly different opinion but he hadn’t had as current a 
conversation with the Attorney General’s office as Director Frey.  Last he had heard he thought they 
might not actually take action on this at the State level until they would start hearings again in the spring 
and probably not take action until fall.  We’re hoping they’ll act quicker as Director Frey was informed in 
the past couple of days.  One thing that he made very clear, strongly recommended all communities, if 
you’re going to pass regulations, do it within nine months to a year, don’t expect that you can continue a 
moratorium for another year, which would be almost a two year period.  The courts in Ohio have not 
upheld moratoriums lasting that long.  I do think it is important that we act and that we act soon on this. 
 All the other items that he covered, he did get in the fees.  I talked to him privately afterwards.  He 
was supporting our approach and just cautioned everyone in the audience that the fees have to be 
justifiable and represent a reasonable cost of actually enforcing the regulations.  He felt from what we 
described, we were in a good ballpark.  There were some areas that if we had to do training or we needed 
an expert witness because of a legal case, we might incur added expenses, but if that occurred, we always 
had the option of increasing the fees at a later date. 
 I believe that covered it.  The only other point I wanted to add to House Bill 195 which is the State 
law that Director Frey was referring to.  If that passes as currently written, it would limit the number in 
each county based on the population and in Cuyahoga County, the entire County would be limited to 64 
licenses.  I would guess, I’ve heard estimates that the State already went from 100 to 1,000 just in the past 
year statewide.  I would guess that we’re already approaching that limit in Cuyahoga County.  We don’t 
know if the law will pass intact, there usually are revisions as it goes through the process but as it is 
currently written it would limit to a total of 64 in the entire county. 
 
President Holzheimer Gail – We had several hearings on this so hopefully we don’t have to rehash all of 
the details, but I’ll start with Councilwoman Scarniench with the distance. 
 
Councilwoman Scarniench – I’m sorry that I couldn’t be at the meeting last week, I had another 
commitment.  I did ask for you to discuss the 1,000 ft. and it doesn’t sound like that went over to well 
then, but I hope you will consider that now.  The whole purpose of it was the fact that our fees are very 
low.  I would imagine there’s a lot of people out there right now who would be willing to jump wherever 
they’re at and move to Euclid because of those fees.  What I don’t want to see is that we have more than 
one in a shopping area.  When I met with Director Frey last week, this is what we talked about and I 
spoke with Mr. Beno this morning.  It is very important that we allow business to grow, that’s fine, but 
not to over saturate.  I hope everybody on Council will agree to that and what that does as Director 
Pietravoia says would limit what goes on except at the mall area and that’s okay because it is one spot 
where we would only have them in one place in each of the strip malls if that is what somebody chose to 
do.  Thank you. 
 
Councilwoman Jones – Director Pietravoia, I just wanted to verify, this space limitation is only for 
independent internet cafes so within that 1,000 ft. if there’s an accessory business that has the terminals, 
they’re allowed to be within that 1,000 ft, is that correct? 
 
Director Pietravoia – Yes, that is a correct interpretation.  Or if there were two businesses that were 
accessory uses only, they could be closer than 1,000 ft.  The 1,000 ft. would only be limited to the full 
internet cafes, if that’s the only use, not the accessory uses. 
 
Councilman Van Ho – I will be voting against this legislation, I have no illusions that it is going to go 
down.  We talked about distances and I had asked for a distance of 500 ft. from a church or a school, 
which is the same thing that bars have, and we can call this not gambling if we want to, but it is gambling.  
Therefore, I think it should be regulated and kept away from our schools and our churches.  I think  it is 
setting a bad example and I’m not going to vote for this unless that happens to get put in. 
 
Councilwoman Minarik – Director Pietravoia back to this congestion issue, was that congestion because 
we have parking space requirements for these, so when they referred to congestion was that on the street 
or in the shopping areas? 
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Director Pietravoia – As I understood in the presentation, it was more specifically to the property itself 
and more typically a shopping center or a multi-tenant building.  I don’t believe it was limited to just 
those areas, but he did indicate most of the complaints were received from multi-tenant buildings. 
 
Councilwoman Minarik – For example at Shore Center, the Carter property, there would be so many cars 
in the parking lot that it would inhibit the shopping area for the other locations? 
 
Director Pietravoia – The fact you would have pretty frequent turnover, a lot of customers coming and 
going is part of the concern, not just the number that are visiting but the frequency of turn over as well. 
 
Councilwoman Minarik – To my colleague about the over saturation, in America this is a capitalist 
society where the consumer actually determines what is over saturation and what is not and they do that 
with their dollars.  I don’t think it is government’s responsibility in a free market system to start 
regulating what is saturation and what is not.  In our society, the consumer will determine when 
something becomes over saturated.  The other problem I have with this 1,000 ft. is what was brought up 
by the vendors last week.  Because we’ve now limited how many we can have, you get in a bad operation, 
one that could be a lot better but because people don’t know what really good is, this one vendor stays 
there and has the sole opportunity to attract consumers dollars.  Whereas if we allowed another better 
vendor in there, internet café, the consumer would see which one was better and using their own dollars 
and their own freedom of choice, probably drive out the one that was not so good. I would always prefer 
to let the consumer determine what is over saturation and what is not.  I don’t support the 1,000 ft. at all.  
Thank you. 
 
Councilman Langman – Director Pietravoia, the idea of congestion.  How different would one of these 
internet café be for example compared to a popular restaurant where you have people coming in, they sit, 
they go there’s turnover, etc.  It doesn’t seem like from the places I visited over the weekend that’s a huge 
issue.  I went to the T-N-T, I went to the one at Shoregate and it didn’t seem like there was this overflow 
of automobile parking that would cause congestion. 
 
Director Pietravoia – I think what we’re trying to do is benefit from those folks out in the community that 
have had some experience with this.  I should qualify, Mr. Hunt was not specifically advising the City of 
Euclid, I was there as I said a member of an audience of about 200-300 people.  But, to Councilman 
Langman’s question, I’m sure it is similar in some ways to a popular restaurant that would have high 
turnover.  He was merely trying to boil it down to if you’re concerned about what kind of impacts these 
things might have, here’s what we’ve been hearing through our experience through other communities.  
The primary issues have not been ones of crime but instead of have been related to parking shortages, 
congestion within the parking lots.  I would imagine that could extend to the roadways around the 
properties as well depending on how popular a particular site is.  Again, I don’t know whether it is right 
or wrong at this point, with Councilwoman Scarniench’s request and with an expert in the field telling us 
that this is an area you might want to consider having as part of your ordinance, we didn’t currently have 
it until the recommendation from the Councilwoman.  We thought it was reconsidering after hearing the 
comments that he made at this seminar. 
 
Councilman Gilliham – Director Pietravoia I’m glad that you were able to do to this particular conference 
and hear this information.  My concern has always been the same.  I had the opportunity to visit T-N-T 
but I could not and I apologize but thank you for the invitation.  But I did actually go to a couple of 
places, one on Chardon Rd. next to Michael’s bar and grill.  That was a business that was actually an 
accessory to an established business.  You go a little further up Chardon Rd. and you have one that is 
actually inside a strip mall with other established businesses and across the street, there was an 
independent at the old Friendly’s that was established as an internet café. 
 The concern that I have is this, I’ve drove in other communities where I’ve seen six dilapidated 
buildings and then I see a sign that say internet sweepstakes café.  They’re just putting it there just for 
business.  My concern is we have a significant number of vacant properties in some of our strip malls.  
My concern is who will be that accessory business that may come into there.  Over saturation of any 
business is bad for a city.  People will say we have all of the best steak houses or the best restaurants, that 
would be great.  But at some point competition begins to sharpen when you have individuals who are 
expected to perform well.  I would not want to live in a community and I can speak and maybe this is 
selfish but I live in Ward 1 where I’m working with the owners of the property, we have seven vacant 
buildings.  I would not support that individual putting in a bunch of businesses that would not necessarily 
be beneficial to the whole entire community.  Some people are going to go and use this facility and some 
are not.  I have been to places where people have sat six or seven hours and there wasn’t a parking 
problem because there wasn’t any more parking spaces so they just left and went across the street.  That 
goes to Councilwoman Minarik’s argument about having more than one. 
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 My concern at this point in time is I think 1,000 ft. per business is fair and the reason why I say 
this is because we have to make sure that when we’re allowing these vendors to come, of course they have 
all these regulations and registration fees and things they have to pay for and follow, but we also want to 
attract certain businesses to attach to these particular places.  I do not want to live in a community where I 
could possible have 2-3-4 and I’ve got to wait for the competition to massage itself out when the city has 
to utilize resources for good businesses and worst case scenario bad businesses.   
 I don’t think it is an infringement on how businesses operate.  You regulate pawn shops and they 
don’t seem to be screaming and suffering about anything that we’re doing.  They seem to establish 
themselves.  Check cashing places, we can even talk about some of the more amoral stuff such as adult 
centers and things of that nature, we regulate those as well.  It just seems to me that we haven’t got any 
kick back from those industries that are currently regulated.   
 Is this a bad particular business?  As far as I know, no.  I have yet to hear anything negative about 
this.  My concern is that we had 3-4 people come to the city and they specifically chose areas where they 
said okay there’s a vacancy let’s just move here.  There wasn’t a lot of thought, there wasn’t a lot of 
planning, all they wanted to do was arrive in Euclid.  Once certain things happened, you have a situation 
where other businesses can follow.  If we play it conservatively we can remove the 1,000 ft. and if the 
State takes over we’ll be totally out of the ballpark anyway.  My concern is that if we don’t have this 
1,000 ft. we’ll be dealing with businesses, good and bad, that could potentially be a problem and then the 
State comes in and regulates anyway and then what do we do then?   
 I just feel comfortable with the internet cafes, but I’m playing this close to my best saying the 
1,000 ft. is fair.  Of course there’ll be a rush if this passes to try to get these applications in, but that’s on 
the business community to make that effort.  I’m very comfortable with that in the 1,000 ft. provision and 
moving from that point on.  The accessory uses are fine and as Councilwoman Jones has stated, we could 
potentially have bars across the street having accessory uses, restaurants and bars within 1,000 ft.  There 
will be options for the person or the people who have already invested in Euclid and for those coming in. 
 
Councilman Wojtila – Are there other uses we currently regulate the distance between competing uses? 
 
Director Pietravoia – Yes there are several, pawn shops, adult uses, Commissioner Beno may want to 
comment on this as well. 
 
Councilman Wojtila – Thank you, that’s good enough. 
 
Councilman Langman – Have we formally made the motion to add?  I think we should do that and then 
discuss it more.  I don’t necessarily support it.   
 
Councilman Langman  moved to add the 1,000 ft. restriction as per the administration’s verbiage to 
section 705.13A8.  Councilwoman Scarniench seconded. 
 
Councilwoman Minarik – I’m going to try again.  It is not government’s place to regulate what business 
comes in unless it is an immoral business and it is detrimental to the health and welfare.  When we start 
encroaching upon free enterprise in the country, we become no better than many of the European nations 
that are going under because government knows better than the consumer where they should spend their 
dollars. 
 The other problem I have with this, we put this on, I guaranty Planning & Zoning is going to have 
ten of these on the next Agenda.  Who gets the first pick?  The first one on the Agenda?  How are we 
going to handle this if we do 1,000 ft. distance and we get 10 of these people saying I want to be in here 
and they all suddenly decide they all want to be in this one little area.  Who gets first dibs?  That is just 
not fair.  It is not right.  It is totally not American.  I know I’m not convincing you this because this 
Council has mandated that pet shops give $15 to the pet shelter every time they sell a dog or cat.  This 
Council and I’m going to do this because this is my last meeting, this council has regulated the business 
environment of this city so much that businesses are not operating freely in the city of Euclid because they 
have to comply with our standards.  Who made us gods?  We’re not taking the risk on these businesses, 
they are.  We’re getting the benefit of the fees.  We’re getting the extra traffic, we’re getting the 
peripheral businesses to enjoy extra commercial traffic when these people leave.  We’re going to know 
have to figure out who gets first dibs on a chosen spot like the hot dog vendors, all right.  We don’t have 
the right to encroach on their risk, they’re taking the risk.  Unless we’re going to say this is immoral at 
least Councilman Van Ho has an ethical problem with this.  He said it.  If you all have an ethical problem 
with it, just vote it down.  But if you don’t have an ethical problem with the nature of the business, why 
would you restrict it?  We’re about to have a McDonald’s, there will be a McDonald’s, a Burger King, a 
Wendy’s, a Dunkin Donuts and how many others.  We don’t think that’s over saturation.  Why don’t we 
put a distance between those because that food is definitely not the best food in the world and that is a 
health concern and we don’t have a problem with that.  I don’t think I’ve convinced you but I have 
definitely tried my utmost.  Thank you. 
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President Holzheimer Gail – I think it is our job as city officials, city leaders to help guide the way we 
want our city to be.  I appreciate your concern but I would much rather err on the side of being a little bit 
cautious with something that we don’t know.  We’re not the only ones looking at this, the State in their 
legislation is looking to limit the number per county.  That’s a little more limiting than what we’re 
looking at doing.  Until we know what these are going to bring, until we know what exactly it is going to 
entail, I would rather err on the side of being a little bit cautious, especially given the issues potentially 
with traffic and parking.  Every vacant storefront is not going to be able to do this because they may not 
have the parking, they may not have the right space.  I don’t know that we’re going to get, I guess my 
question to the administration is, if we do happen to get several proposals at one time for a certain spot, 
has that happened in the past, how will we decide who gets first shot at it? 
 
Director Pietravoia – Commissioner Beno may want to comment on this as well, but we typically place 
items on the agenda in the order that the applications come in.  If they literally all came in at the same 
time, same day, next morning, it would be a little bit difficult to judge that.  It is typically the order that 
the applications come in.   
 I did want to comment, every community has to decide what they’re comfortable with.  While I 
respect Councilwoman Minarik’s position, it is reasonable and it has been upheld by the courts to regulate 
spacing of businesses for concerns like what we’ve been discussing tonight.  When we first discussed it, 
for lack of experience, we were hard pressed for what might be the reasons to support Councilwoman 
Scarniench’s distance requirement.  After hearing the remarks, I was convinced that those that have been 
established in the region, have had enough problem with parking and congestion that it seemed reasonable 
to include a spacing requirement.  That’s one position we could take. 
 The other extreme is some communities are regulating them to the point where in essence they are 
prohibiting them.  They’re in such a limited area, limited districts, owners requirements that are in essence 
they’re not going to have any in their community.  That’s a very extreme position.  I think judging from 
what I’ve heard, we’re actually and I hope Councilwoman Minarik finds comfort in this, we’re actually at 
the other end of the spectrum where we’re being more liberal than most communities that have already 
passed regulations.   
 
Councilman Langman – Director Pietravoia, can the hot dog vendors have one of these machines?  No, 
I’m kidding.  I think we are making a little bit of a moral judgment because correct me if I’m wrong that 
we all know that this is gambling, it just is.  The lottery is gambling and I know that many convenient 
stores can have lottery terminals and because the State says that’s okay, then that’s a good thing and a lot 
of folks can have it all lined up in a row.  I would tend to think that a restriction of this kind is simple 
more of a moral judgment, how you feel that these businesses operate and the impact on the community.   
 We’ve heard that it doesn’t bring in any crime or vice or anything like that from Capt. Brickman 
and Director Pietravoia’s investigation.  I tend to agree with my colleague, Councilwoman Minarik, some 
people might say fast food is bad, we should do something about that because it has a detriment to the 
health of our children and the general population.  I know we could probably kick this around all night.  I 
think we should vote on the amendment.  I don’t particularly agree with it and we’ll see where it goes 
from there. 
 
President Holzheimer Gail – Questions about the amendment so we can get the amendment done.  If it is 
about the general ordinance, let’s hold it until after the amendment vote. 
 
Councilwoman Jones – It is about the amendment.  We’re just starting with this so I do agree with having 
some spacing limitations for establishments because I have been to some in other cities where they’re in a 
plaza and it is only one in that plaza and the parking is taken up from patrons going there to a point where 
the other businesses have to have spaces designated for their patrons to use.  I will agree with the 
limitation of the spaces for the independent businesses and have it accessories can be in there also.  But 
this is something that we can change in the future if we feel that everything is going fine and the parking 
in the plaza and that’s my major concern is, I have a problem with the actual businesses itself, internet 
café even though I think it is still classified as gambling.  My concern is how will a plaza or a multi use 
space be able to handle the additional people now.  I’m sure they would love to have the additional 
business and people traffic, but then how is it going to affect their business that they’re trying to attract as 
well?  I will go along with it.  If six months down the road we revisit it and feel that it needs a change, I’m 
sure we can do that.  I think there needs to be something to start off with just like we started off with 
creating this legislation with the ordinance for the internet café, we at least need to put something in for 
the provisions of spacing for other businesses as well. 
 
Roll Call on Amendment: 
 Yeas:  Gilliham, Scarniench, Jones, O’Neill, Wojtila, Holzheimer Gail. 
 Nays:  Minarik, Langman, Van Ho. 
Amendment passes. 
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President Holzheimer Gail – Any additional questions on the ordinance? 
 
Councilwoman Scarniench – Just a clarification, I guess this would go to Mr. Beno.  Because this is an 
ordinance it will be 30 days before it is enacted.  Would we be able to send out letters to all the business 
owners that have the strip malls, the shopping centers, so that they know what we’re looking at what 
we’re expecting from them which would in turn make sure that they’ve got only one person that is 
attempting to get into their space at a time. 
 
Commissioner Beno – We could do that.  I think the people involved in the industry are fairly up to date 
with what the ordinances are going to be saying.  I think the problem will take care of itself really.   
 
Councilwoman Scarniench moved to close debate, Councilman O’Neill seconded. Yeas:  Unanimous. 
 
Councilman Gilliham moved to suspend the rules, Councilwoman Jones seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 
 
Roll Call:  Yeas: Gilliham, Scarniench, Jones, Minarik, O’Neill, Wojtila, Langman, Holzheimer Gail. 
       Nay:  Van Ho. 
Passed as amended. 
 
Ord. 172-2011 (377-11)  Amend Code 1359 Internet Café  
An ordinance amending Section 1359.03, Entitled, “Permitted Uses”, Section 1359.04, Entitled, 
“Definitions of Specific Uses” and Section 1389.03, Entitled, “Schedule of Required Space”  of Part 
Thirteen of the Planning And Zoning Code of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Euclid to provide for 
the inclusion of Sweepstakes Terminal Cafes.  (Sponsored by Councilperson Gilliham) (Referred from 
Executive & Finance Committee with no recommendation) 
 
Councilman Gilliham moved for passage, Councilwoman Scarniench seconded. 
 
Director Pietravoia – I’m going to let Commissioner Beno explain the zoning piece.  Before he does I just 
want to thank him again publicly, because of the research and work that he did along with help from the 
law department, the licensing piece did include most of the points that were discussed at the seminar that I 
attended.  The same attention was given to the zoning matter and it was quickly acted on by the Planning 
Commission so I want to thank them as well.  They got it back to Council right away so we can get 
something in motion for the city.  With that I’ll let Commissioner Beno explain this pretty straight 
forward piece. 
 
Commissioner Beno – This is a companion piece to the licensing ordinance that we just passed.  Basically 
it authorizes the internet sweepstake café to operate U4 and U5 districts and also places the use in the 
parking table that requires one parking space for each two terminals within the business.  It really is just a 
companion for the other piece and the Planning Commission voted to recommend approval on this and 
basically we’re recommending the same. 
 
President Holzheimer Gail – I know we have discussed this twice in committee meetings so I don’t know 
if there’s additional comments from Council? 
 
Councilwoman Scarniench moved to close debate, Councilman Gilliham seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous 
 
Councilwoman Minarik moved to suspend the rules, Councilman O’Neill seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 
 
Roll Call:  Yeas:  Gilliham, Scarniench, Jones, Minarik, O’Neill, Wojtila, Holzheimer Gail 
      Nay:    Van Ho 
Passed. 
 
  Ord. 173-2011 (405-11)  Codification Supplement 
An emergency ordinance to approve the editing and inclusion of certain ordinances and resolutions as 
parts of the various component codes of the codified ordinances; to provide for the adoption and 
publication of new matter in the updated and revised codified ordinances; and to repeal ordinances and 
resolutions in conflict therewith.  (Sponsored by Council President Holzheimer Gail) 
 
Councilman O’Neill moved for passage, Councilman Wojtila seconded. 
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Director Frey – American Legal Publishing provides our both online and print versions of our codified 
ordinances.  We’ve last updated our codified ordinances in 2009.  This ordinance would adopt changes 
that we have made through legislation and that’s in Section 1 of ordinance.  In Section 2, are changes that 
are recommending that we accept that were changes made in State code and we want to adopt those 
changes into our local ordinance.  We went through a Table of all the State Code changes as they pertain 
to our municipal ordinances and picked only these out with consultation with our Judge as sections that 
we wanted to adopt.   
 The cost of this update is approximately $4500.  We’re paying for that out of the general fund.  It 
would be my intention and desire to budget that we update our online and print versions on an annual 
basis.  In today’s world and as often as you can see from these tables the number of items that change in 
our codified ordinances, to wait three years which as been our custom has been to long for the people that 
use the code and particularly those that use it online.  We need to do it more often.  Our intention would 
be to budget this as an annual expense.  It is not going to be a third of what we’ve spent, it is going to be 
somewhat more but I think it is reasonable and necessary as we continue to legislate that we make sure we 
give everybody a fair opportunity to know what our code.  I’d ask for your approval on this item.   
 
Councilman Gilliham moved to close debate, Councilwoman Scarniench seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 
 
Councilwoman Jones moved to suspend the rules, Councilwoman Minarik seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 
 
Roll Call:  Yeas:  Gilliham, Scarniench, Jones, Minarik, O’Neill, Wojtila, Holzheimer Gail 
Passed. 
 

CEREMONIAL RESOLUTIONS 
Res. 164-2011 (401-11) David Carlson Chamber of Commerce 
A resolution of congratulations for David Carlson, in recognition of his receipt of the 2011 Euclid 
Chamber of Commerce “Bright Star” Award.  (Sponsored by Mayor Cervenik and Entire Council) 
 
Res. 165-2011 (402-11) Councilwoman Minarik 
A resolution of thanks and congratulations to Mary Jo Minarik for her years of faithful service to the 
residents of her ward and the entire City of Euclid as Councilperson – Ward 4.  (Sponsored by Mayor 
Cervenik, Council President Holzheimer Gail and Councilpersons Gilliham, Scarniench, Jones, O’Neill, 
Wojtila, Langman, Van Ho) 
 
Res. 166-2011 (403-11) Councilman Wojtila 
A resolution of thanks and congratulations to John M. Wojtila for his years of faithful service to the 
residents of his ward and the entire City of Euclid as Councilperson – Ward 6.  (Sponsored by Mayor 
Cervenik, Council President Holzheimer Gail and Councilpersons Gilliham, Scarniench, Jones Minarik, 
O’Neill, Langman, Van Ho) 
 
Res. 167-2011 (404-11) Councilman O’Neill 
A resolution of thanks and congratulations to Michael F. O’Neill for his years of faithful service to the 
residents of his ward and the entire City of Euclid as Councilperson – Ward 5.  (Sponsored by Mayor 
Cervenik, Council President Holzheimer Gail and  Councilpersons Gilliham, Scarniench, Jones, Minarik, 
Wojtila, Langman, Van Ho) 
 
Councilwoman Scarniench moved for passage, Councilwoman Jones seconded. 
 
Roll Call:  Yeas:  Gilliham, Scarniench, Jones, Minarik, O’Neill, Wojtila, Holzheimer Gail 
Passed. 
 
Mayor Cervenik and President Holzheimer Gail presented Resolution No. 165-2011 to Councilwoman 
Mary Jo Minarik. 
 
Mayor Cervenik and President Holzheimer Gail presented Resolution No. 167-2011 to Councilman 
Michael F. O’Neill. 
 
Mayor Cervenik and President Holzheimer Gail presented Resolution No. 166-2011 to Councilman John 
M. Wojtila. 
 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE – PUBLIC PORTION 
President Holzheimer Gail – Thank you, that completes our legislation and brings us to the Committee of 
the Whole, the public portion.  This is where you may speak to anything for the good of the city.  Please 
state your name and address for the record. 
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Mr. Christopher Michael Litwinowicz – 21970 Morris Ave.  I come here brief.  All I want to be is heard.  
Still they don’t understand the law, what a flaw.  They counting on a curve, above the law, but should be 
working for you and me, we.  CCBE, that’s Cuyahoga County Board of Elections.  Everything costs but 
should be free.  Running for mayor making change politically.  My life who I be, only if you could see, 
I’m just like you and you just like me. 
 What has happened is, Rose Hunter stand up.  She filed a protest but she’s not being heard.  Now, 
we’re going to file in the Common Courts of Pleas, Pleas of Court, for one trillion dollars.  Violations of 
civil rights.   
 Attached with the copy is federal civil rights claim.  The Court of Common Pleas jurisdiction, oh 
thanks to the people that endorsed the mayor, wants to hang up a phone on me.  What is this?  I’m not a 
threat.  I just feel unjust that I have not received a letter from the Cuyahoga County Board of Elections, 
which is entrusted by you guys, the City of Euclid.  So whatever they do, I guess our taxpayer dollars got 
to pay for mishaps.  I’m not here to sue the city.  I’m not here to humiliate nobody, but when you find 
information out about a correct name and by the way it is not filed change of name.  There is no change of 
name filed with the County Auditor, with the County Recorder.  I’m not losing my mind.  What’s going 
to happen is the more I investigate it the more you find out.  Wendel, Miss Wendel, is the other name and 
there’s another name too that goes along with it.  All I ask is that our city investigates who is being 
elected and not working campaign for them.   
 To those prosecutors out there, that was so illegal, so illegal.  It is like I’m competing against 
who’s already is in the city.  By the way, the political action committee, Time for Change, is lowering the 
income tax to zero percent.  Zero.  This ain’t a game for me.  This is my life that is being played with.  
Now we can get into a court room and we can argue or the resignation of a nomination petition could be 
at the Board of Elections and cause all this nonsense and just retire.   
 Now these are strong words coming from a strong man.  But when you file a protest and you’re 
not heard and the Law Director is sitting right there and wants to recount and say no, you did get to speak, 
well the law, above the law.   
 Now I’ve brought action on a five hundred million dollar law suit.  I’ve tried so hard.  Now this is 
just not once.  This is also retaliation for my misdemeanor criminal record, which I cannot get a job.  I 
have to become my own CEO, make my own money, invest it into a business in the city.  And by the way 
Ms. Scarniench, I do own a gas station and you’re next.   
 
Mr. Jeffrey Beck – 25540 Chatworth.  Just a suggestion after the internet café ordinances were passed.  
Based on the amount of people I saw getting up to leave it looks like you might have quite a few 
applications.  You do have an issue as to how do you put all these applications together, who gets them in 
first, do the get the right of refusal for the first spot.  I just have a suggestion on that, hold a lottery, make 
it simple.  You get so many and you put a date and you get your application in by that date, you get 
assigned a number, numbers get picked out of a hat, first one up goes before P&Z first, has his location if 
passes, he’s got that spot.  Number two comes up, if they happen to chose the same spot within 1,000 ft. 
they’re going to have to have an alternate spot.  Just going on down the line like that would be a fair way 
of doing it.  Thanks. 
 
President Holzheimer Gail – Seeing no other comments, we will move forward with Council Members’ 
comments. 

COUNCIL MEMBERS’ COMMENTS 
Councilman O’Neill – For I’d just like to start with offering my condolences to the family of Fred Bashel.  
Fred was a 90 year old World War II Army Veteran who passed away a few weeks ago and my 
condolences go out to his daughter Pat and grandson Brandon in his passing.  A member of former Holy 
Cross Church.   
 I would also like to request that the listening audience remember the Wounded Warrior Fund, and 
their website is, supportwwf.org.  It is an organization that supports the veterans coming back from Iraq, 
Afghanistan  that are injured.  It is a very worthwhile cause. During the Holidays, Thanksgiving and 
Christmas I’m sure that any donations would be appreciated.  You can Google that and they’ll give you 
all the information you’ll need. 
 I want to wish all the residents of the city and Ward 5 specifically a Happy Thanksgiving.  
Congratulations or condolences, I’m not sure to Councilman Elect Patrick McLaughlin.  He’s going to be 
a good guy and he is going to work well with the administration.  Ward 5 I believe is in pretty good 
hands, congratulations to Pat. 
 I want to thank the city council members for three and a half years of working with them.  Didn’t 
always agree on everything but I think we accomplished a lot with this council and my thanks go out to 
them and Council President as well. 
 To the administration, I learned a lot and I really appreciate what you guys did, for what you do.  
Last question I have to the administration is, Mayor Cervenik, what am I going to do with 12 suits, 15 
shirts, and 20 ties because I really have no use for them after this?   
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Mayor Cervenik – Councilperson you have no idea what’s ahead for you so hang onto those suits, put 
them in a cedar closet but there maybe a reason. 
 
Councilman Wojtila – I would like to recognize the Boy Scouts, Cub Scouts and Girl Scouts that did their 
annual Yard Charge.  I was hoping Mr. Beck would talk about it and have more information than I had.  
There are four different groups in Euclid that did go out on November 12th and did a great job of raking 
the leaves of yards throughout the city, in particular Ward 6 was served by the Pack and the students from 
the Ss. Robert & William Girl Scouts, Boy Scouts and Cub Scouts.  That was November 12th and it was 
coordinated by Cindy Munz so I would like to recognize not only that group but all the groups throughout 
the city on that day. 
 As far as my closing comments since this is my last city council meeting, I would like to start off 
by thanking the residents of Ward 6 for entrusting me with the position of their councilman.  This is a job 
I took very serious and a job I worked very hard at.  Approximately four years ago I started my campaign 
and I remember walking up to the first house that I was going to knock on the door and it was a cold, cold 
day because we ran in March, it was probably January a very cold day.  I’m walking up the driveway and 
I’m thinking, what am I doing?  This is just out of my character, not something I would do in the past.  I 
knock on the door and the door opened up about an inch, just enough for me to say what I wanted and 
passed my card through the door.  I got to the end of the driveway and I was on the sidewalk and I heard 
somebody yelling at me, I looked back and sure enough it is the lady at the front door yelling, this is very 
nice, about my piece of literature.  That to me was a great start of my campaign, my political career.  
From that point on I met many great people and made many new friends, many who are situated here 
tonight. 
 I thanked my family earlier but I would like to again thank them for all the inconvenience if not 
other things.  I do travel a lot for my other job, I’ll be gone tomorrow night.  At times it got a little bit 
much but I would like to thank them all for their patience and tolerance. 
 I would like to thank the Mayor and administration and staff.  We can’t do much, we get the calls 
and we get the complaints, but there needs to be somebody on the other end of the email and other end of 
the phone.  Like Councilman O’Neill stated, I have the utmost respect for the work that you folks do.  It is 
long hours, we know we get emails at 7 AM, 7 PM, weekends and we appreciate that and your tireless 
work needs to be recognized. 
 Two people in particular I need to call out for the outstanding work they do, especially for Ward 6, 
both Kelley Sweeney and Margaret Slotnik.  Anytime I got a housing call, those were easy calls for me 
because I knew I would have to send one email and it would get taken care of, there wouldn’t be any 
follow up necessary.  I would like to publicly recognize those two individuals for the outstanding work 
they do. 
 I would like to recognize and thank Council President for her leadership.  She’s somebody that I 
can easily talk to and call and bounce opinions off of, questions off of, so I thank you for your leadership.  
I thank everybody I had the pleasure of working with on Council.  I respect you all, I respect all your 
opinions and it has been great.   
 A few anecdotal stories that I may have shared with a few of you that just happened very recently.  
I work with some national real estate companies and I wasn’t traveling with them but they had some real 
estate reps that were driving through the area and they happened to drive through downtown Euclid.  The 
comments I heard back from again these national real estate representatives were, they had been to Euclid 
in the past and they just couldn’t get over what the changes had been in downtown.  It was great to hear 
that. I’m not taking credit for the downtown and the work that was done, but I do want to point it out the 
good things that I had heard.  Probably within a week, I worked in Lakewood and one of my co-workers 
very active in Lakewood and Lakewood Alive, came up to me and said everybody in Lakewood is talking 
about Euclid and their lakefront development.  He said, is that real or is that just smoke and mirrors?  I 
said no, that is as real as can be.  We have a plan in place, the path is ahead of us.  We know the path and 
we know how to get there it is just a matter of implementing that path.   
 The grass is always greener on the other side of the fence but I wanted to share those stories 
because again I’m not taking credit for lakefront development, but it just shows if we work together and 
we work hard for the goal we can make progress.  We recognize our weaknesses and there’s areas that we 
have to work on, but that is where the intelligence come, recognizing what we’re good at and building on 
that but also recognizing our weaknesses and working on those and I’m sure we have the people in place 
to do that. 
 For my last time saying goodnight, again I would like to state we’ve made great strides working 
together.  I take comfort knowing that most of you folks will be here working at this and I also want to 
wish best of luck to my successor in Ward 6 Councilman Jim O’Hare.  I know he’ll do a great job as a 
servant of Ward 6.  Thank you, goodnight and good luck. 
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Councilman Langman – Since tonight is about our colleagues that are departing, I’ll just wish the 
community a very Happy Thanksgiving and we’ll see you for the first session of the new Council in 
December.  I do want to mention that during the campaign my lady friend said that when we’re done we’d 
go by her schedule so I will not be in town for the Swearing in Ceremony but I’ll go ahead and get that 
taken care of, want to be all legal, but I think I owe her that after a very long campaign.  With that I’ll say 
goodnight. 
 
Councilman Van Ho – First of all I would like to thank everybody for taking down their political sign.  I 
never thought that would get done.  Also a question to Director Bock, political sign frames, why are they 
not recyclable?  I’ve been listening to Ms. Minarik too long so I decided I was going to be good and 
recycle everything. Pulled the signs off, wrapped the frames all up so it would be easy for the recycle 
people to pick them up, but the garbage people beat them to it.  When we talk about tonnage, those frames 
weighed much more than the signs that I put into the recycle bin.  Do we not recycle any metal? 
 
Director Bock – We do recycle metal.  Why the garbage men took the signs, I don’t have an answer for.  
My guys were instructed to pick up anything that was put out there as far as the metal.  If J&J, I’ll have to 
have a talk with them, that’s the first I heard that their guys were grabbing up the frameworks.  I don’t see 
any reason why we couldn’t have recycled them.   
 
Councilman Van Ho – Metal would take a whole lot of tonnage out real quick out of our garbage.  
Second, I would like to welcome Michael Anthony Van Ho to this world.  He is Kay and I first grandchild 
and was born to Tina and Adam on Friday.   
 To the Mayor because we had had a conversation before, how are we figuring out to protect these 
houses on Gay for the attack of the golf balls?  Since it is not golf season, I would presume we could have 
this problem fixed by the spring of next year.  I’ve gone over and looked at that and I sure wouldn’t want 
to be setting in my backyard trying to grill and have golf balls flying around.  I’d really be an unhappy 
camper if I were getting them banged up against the side of my aluminum siding like I’ve seen over there.  
If we need to put nets up, lets do it, whatever we need to do we should do because those people have a 
right to a quality of life.   
 To Law Director Frey, Cleveland according to the Plain Dealer is passing some legislation to 
make sure they go after people when they have to tear down a house.  I was wondering if we could get 
copies of that legislation and look at it to see if all of it or part of it would be beneficial to us.  I know it 
costs about $6,000-$8,000 to tear down a house in Euclid.  I’d much prefer some slum landlord pay that 
than we pay it out of our funds or out of fed funds.   
 On the political scene, I’d like to thank everyone who voted for both Kay and I.  Me because I 
enjoy doing the job; Kay because I was going to have to move out if she lost.  So we came out very good 
on that. 
 If we take the income tax to 0% as was suggested earlier tonight, this place would not be a good 
place to live because you will not have near enough police, you won’t have near enough fire, there will be 
no rec.  Yes, we could save a few bucks but the quality of life in this town would go to pieces.  We’ve 
seen what happens to cities and suburbs when that happens.  I would sincerely ask that the person who is 
suggesting this or persons that they think long and hard before they do it.  With that I’ll say goodnight and 
I’ve appreciated working with all three of you who are leaving us.  I wish the new people good luck but I 
wish we could keep all of you.  Thank you. 
 
Director Frey – We do on property that we don’t own and demolish, we will bill the property owner and 
we have collected on a number of those including from banks.  If we don’t get paid in a reasonable period 
of time, we will put a lien on that property so that before the property can transfer we will collect our 
demolition costs.  We are trying to protect ourselves, we will get the Cleveland legislation to see if there 
is some additional protection that maybe available through that. 
 
Councilman Van Ho – That’s my point, is if we can learn another trick to put in our bag to make sure that 
we minimally pay for what we have to to tear houses down. 
 
President Holzheimer Gail – I know the Mayor mentioned this at the beginning but I wanted to, I thought 
it was worth repeating and Dolly Luskin had called to ask as well.  There are many events happening at 
Shore Cultural Centre starting Friday, December 2nd, a community Holiday Lighting.  This is free 
admission from 6:00-9:00 at Shore Cultural Centre.  It will include Holiday lights, a visit from Santa, 
sleigh rides, kids activities, a choir concert, carolers, art exhibits, refreshments and holiday shops.  The 
Coral Company in conjunction with the city and with the Board have done a great job in making progress 
at Shore.  We really need and want the community to support them in their efforts.  This ceremony, 
Holiday Lighting Celebration is a joint effort by many people including the city, Chamber of Commerce, 
corporate sponsors, Shore Cultural Centre.  We always talk about we need more events, we need 
opportunities for the community to come together, this is a great opportunity to do that and see the great 



Council Minutes 
November 21, 2011 
Page 19 
work that they’ve been doing, start the holiday season off.  Again, that will be Friday, December 2 from 
6:00-9:00.  They are also in need of some volunteers earlier that afternoon.  Starting at 3:00 if anyone is 
able to help screw in some light bulbs and light some luminaries and do things like that, please call the 
Shore Cultural office and let them know.  They do have some boy scouts who have already committed to 
helping but would like some additional help as well. 
 Following that event is a fundraiser on Saturday.  This is not free but the benefits go to support the 
center.  Also at Shore Cultural Centre, Saturday December 3rd from 6:00-9:30 will be the Holiday fest and 
that is a fundraiser. 
 Capping off the weekend, the Euclid Symphony Orchestra will play on Sunday at 3 PM.  Again, 
I’ve said this before but for those who have not seen the orchestra it is a real treat and we’re very lucky to 
have them here in our community.  If we don’t support things like this it will make it that much harder for 
them to stay here.  Please join for all three of those events. 
 Just another thank you, I was able to attend two what I thought were very special events over the 
last couple of weeks.  One was Veteran’s Day here in City Hall.  It is a wonderful event to be at and I 
want to thank the Joint Veterans Council for putting that together, to the City for hosting it.  This year 
particularly they honored three gentlemen who were Pearl Harbor survivors.  Two of the three were able 
to be here and they received a special proclamation.  I just wanted to recognize them this evening as well. 
 Euclid Hospital holds community leadership awards every year and last week at Landerhaven, the 
same day the Vice President was in town, they had that planned and scheduled and they honored Fr. 
Goebel but also honored Bob Gliha. Euclid Hospital chose two and Hillcrest Hospital chose two.  They 
honored Bob Gliha for his service to the city, to the community and for his long history of public service.  
Many of us were there from the city but also Bob’s family, his wife and his son Patrick, who gave a 
wonderful, very moving tribute to Bob’s commitment to this community, loving the job that he did, 
putting everything he had into it and really his long standing focus on community and being a public 
servant.  I wanted to make sure that everyone knew that Bob was honored for that and it is a great 
testament to Euclid to have two people representing us who have served the community so well. 
 With that talk of public servants, I would like to thank Councilwoman Minarik, Councilman 
O’Neill and Councilman Wojtila for their service.  Those of us who are up here knows that you really put 
a lot of time, effort, heart, sometimes heartache into the job.  It can be very stressful at times, it can be 
very enjoyable at times.  It is something that is a commitment and I want to thank each of you for that 
commitment.  We heard in the Resolutions and we wanted to do those tonight because it is very fitting to 
provide that tribute to you tonight while you’re here.  Often times we wait until after and I thought it was 
important to do that while you are here tonight.  We do have a cake in the lobby so after the meeting we’ll 
celebrate your accomplishments, your commitment to the city and your public service.  I do want to thank 
you it has been my pleasure to work with all of you and I think all three of you have had an impact in a 
very positive way in this community in the neighborhoods that you served.  We didn’t talk about your 
commitment to the residents and to the ward clubs and to the business districts and they are better because 
of you so we appreciate your service.  I appreciate working with all of you.  I’m sure we will all see your 
involvement continue in one way or another.  Best of luck and thank you. 
 
Councilman Gilliham – Yes, I’d also want to thank Councilpersons Minarik, O’Neill and Wojtila for their 
years of service.  Being the youngest one on here my expectations were to learn and I also realized that 
this job can be a little bit overwhelming at times but all three of you have shown that you’ve been able to 
work in the spirit for the good of the city and basically make solid decisions that are basically enhancing 
the city.  Councilwoman Minarik, I am going to miss your spirit; even when I didn’t agree with you I 
respected it because I appreciate those who speak with a certain level of passion.  Councilman O’Neill, 
very direct and to the point and I will miss the fact that we are losing some level of skill and expertise 
when it comes to our safety forces.  Councilman Wojtila, the Chair of Public Service and having the 
knowledge of engineering and construction was very valuable, that will be missed.  I am welcoming the 
new council people, Councilman Scott Lynch, Councilman Patrick McLaughlin and Councilman James 
O’Hare to bring their expertise so we can begin to enhance.  All of us up here have different levels of 
expertise and skill with strong knowledge and I think we work well together and this was very enjoyable 
so I thank all three of you. 
 Moving onto Ward 1, there will be a follow up Safety Meeting December 8th, Thursday at 7 PM at 
the Euclid Central Middle School.  We will have some individuals from the City of Euclid discussing 
some of the various volunteer programs that you can participate in to help deal with our youth, to give 
mentoring, to give them direction and to also give them programming.  We hope to have Administrative 
Judge Thomas O’Malley from the Cuyahoga County Juvenile Justice coming in to speak about sentencing 
issues dealing with juveniles.  He says he wants to come but I haven’t gotten a confirmation but I’m 
expecting either the Judge or his Clerk to attend. 
 For those individuals who are receiving Medicare, you don’t have to be a senior to receive it, be 
mindful of a deadline, December 7th for the last day to enroll.  If you currently have Medicare you’ve 
been bombarded with information about changing, using Medicare supplemental plans or things of that 
nature.  By mindful of a couple of things, one, if your satisfied with your plan be very firm in that. 
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Number two, if you are not, please look at the literature, talk to someone, an advisor, who is actually an 
advisor not a salesman saying he’s an advisor.  Or an individual from the Senior Center, call United Way 
2-1-1, to make sure that you have the opportunity to get all the benefits that you’re eligible for and 
entitled to. 
 The other thing I wanted to talk about was congratulations to the Panthers and Vikings for a 
successful season.  You rode a very high peak and to lose in Columbus could be a down turn but you 
represent the city well and you’ve played a heck of a year this year and you should be commended for 
your actions, your behavior and also your performance.  Thanks to the coaches and parents who have 
supported this as well. 
 Lastly this is something that gets brought up to me by the residents and this basically applies to 
anybody who has a business on Euclid Ave. and Director Frey I just wanted to put in your head, even 
though we haven’t had the snow, the residents have already called about the possibility of snow down the 
road and making sure our merchants and business owners keep those particular areas plowed.  We have a 
lot of pedestrian traffic and I can guaranty that I’m going to get one call from one particular place two or 
three times a week.  I love to talk to her, I’m saying it now because I know you’re still going to call.  I just 
want to make sure that we can at least alert those businesses to the number of pedestrian traffic with all 
the bus terminals and things of that nature.  Young adults, seniors, wheelchair access have difficulty 
sometimes going up and down the sidewalks on Euclid Ave. I wanted to point that last thing out to you.   
 Exciting news from Mr. Sonnhalter regarding the Euclid Avenue Corridor project.  The contract 
has been awarded. I ‘m very grateful that we’re the position to plan and look at Euclid Avenue.  I look 
forward to great things and as we receive more information, the residents will be involved in some 
capacity.  It has not stalled, it just took some time but we are moving forward.  Those are my final 
comments.  I do want to say one more thing, I apologize with my 42 seconds left.   
 A lot has happened to a lot of different people, we’ve had different impacts, loss of family, loss of 
income.  In some cases we’ve had some great things happen too but at the end of the day you still have to 
be thankful.  We’ve had some challenges in the City and in this County but we haven’t been in a situation 
where it is far more worse than other parts in this great nation and also in this world.  So if you are 
celebrating Thanksgiving, which I am, the one thing, I’m going to be happy about the food, but I’ll be 
thankful just being with my family and having an opportunity to just sit down with them and reflect on 
what we’ve accomplished and what we’ve learned.  I’m just saying Happy Thanksgiving to all and yes be 
thankful.  Goodnight. 
 
Councilwoman Scarniench – I, too, would like to thank the Veterans, it was a very moving ceremony that 
they put on every year.  The sad part of it is every year the room gets smaller, there are less Veterans 
sitting here.  I thank them and also Mr. Telich who provides lunch every year, it was very nice.  I would 
like to say Happy Birthday to our former Councilman Chris Gruber.  Also Happy Birthday to my father 
who is  a WWII Vet, he’ll be 88 years old in a few days.  So congratulations to both of them. 
 I’d like to thank Noble Academy for inviting me to a program that they had Friday night, I was 
there along with the Mayor.  It was amazing to see the Charter School that is doing so well.  Three years 
of excellence and this is their first year Excellence with Distinction.  I believe that’s the first one in the 
State.  Noble Academy should be commended for all the work that they do for the children, it was very 
nice to be there. 
 September 7th we passed legislation about going out for bids for the Annex, the 30 days has been 
up for awhile, have we started that process yet? 
 
Director Bock – No I have not.  I intend to visit the site with Dan Kulchytsky our Building Commissioner 
who is also an architect and see if we can’t get an estimate together in-house rather than paying a 
consultant to give us an estimate on that.  I plan on visiting there within the next couple of weeks, 
working with him and drawing up some type of estimate as to costs. 
 
Councilwoman Scarniench – Would you let me know when you’re going, I’d like to go with you on that 
also. 
 
Director Bock – Absolutely. 
 
Councilwoman Scarniench – Capt. Brickman, the towing contracts, have we done the bids yet, has that 
process started yet? 
 
Capt. Brickman – We have not, it should be done shortly with the restructuring we have distributed some 
of the responsibilities and other people are going to be involved in that process.  It will be happening very 
quickly. 
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Councilwoman Scarniench – Last but not least, thank you to my colleagues.  It has been an interesting 
four years.  We all come up here with different expectations, some good, some not so good.  But I think 
we’ve worked really well together.  We’ve watched this council move forward and move projects forward 
that have been talked about for years.  It is all because of everybody sitting here.  You will be missed, 
even the late night hours.  I’m letting the new people know, do your homework so we don’t have to stay 
here until 11:00-12:00 at night.  Don’t be strangers, don’t walk away because your involvement is very 
important to this city, to me.  On that note, Happy Thanksgiving everybody, goodnight. 
 
Councilwoman Jones – Director Bock, I just wanted to, I know you talked about the leaf pick up earlier, 
but the website still doesn’t have the current date, it says November 12th date.  Is the date just not updated 
but the information there of where the locations are? 
 
Director Bock – I will check on that.  I haven’t looked at the site today myself.  I can tell you that we are 
in what would normally be termed as Tuesday section this evening.  We probably just finished up for the 
evening here.  I would expect to complete that in the morning and move into what is normally Wednesday 
garbage collection and start working on that through the holiday, which we will not be working over the 
holiday.  I don’t want to pay the overtime to be honest with you so we’ll pick up where we leave off on 
Monday and continue the route from there. 
 
Councilwoman Jones – Hopefully we won’t get any snow in the meantime.  I want to say Happy 
Thanksgiving to everybody.  Even though we’ll be celebrating with families on food items, don’t eat to 
much, I want to make the awareness that everybody has something to be thankful for.  I know the 
economy is going through some strained times right now and housing and loss of jobs and everything like 
that are things that may get you down but we all have something to be thankful for.  I also want to remind 
those that may be with their families celebrating that take a look at a neighbor  or someone across the 
street or a family or friend that may not have a family to celebrate with.  Either offer them to come with 
you to celebrate or maybe bring something for them to eat.  Unfortunately not everyone has family to 
celebrate and some may spend the time alone.  Holiday times it gets a little depressing for people who are 
in that situation.  Take the time now to look around your neighborhood for those that maybe spend the 
holidays alone and just go by and see if they’re okay. 
 I want to say congratulations and thank you to my three colleagues that are leaving us.  Don’t be 
strangers.  It has been great getting to know three people that I may not have known, got a chance to know 
any other way.  I thank you for having you as neighbors and for all of your wisdom that you shared with 
us.  Again, don’t be strangers, I expect to see you in the audience at times as well.  Congratulations into 
whatever life has in store for you.  Just as the Mayor said, Councilman O’Neill, you never know what is 
in store for you, so keep those suits cleaned and pressed. 
 Capt. Brickman at the September 19th Council Meeting we talked about the two establishments 
that we were going to close down.  We talked about pro-active ways on existing establishments that 
maybe having some issues or problems.  You mentioned that we have a, we can be pro-active as far as 
approaching some of those establishments as far as finding out how many calls they’ve had so far.  The 
one establishment that we talked about tonight, as far as decline their liquor permit was one of the 
establishments that we talked about being pro-active. I wanted to find out, did we have the opportunity 
and I’m not saying this incidence wouldn’t have happened, but I just wanted to know have we had an 
opportunity to be more pro-active in some of these establishments? 
 
Capt. Brickman – Presently as I mentioned we were going through some restructuring with the promotion 
and new rank.  We are going to have an individual who is going to be responsible for crime prevention 
initiatives and part of his responsibility is reaching out to these different businesses, particularly the ones 
that we’ve identified as an area where we may have had some issues or some problems.  That will be 
addressed, it has not been yet, but that is for the delay as a result of our need to reorganize in order to 
accomplish that more effectively. 
 
Councilwoman Minarik – Thank you to my colleagues.  It has been the most interesting four years.  I 
have learned an awful lot.  To the administration, I am constantly amazed at the patience that you have 
taken my questions and my comments with and the good humor that you’ve done it with.  I truly 
appreciate your work ethic, it is just an amazing, an amazing thing. 
 I wish my successor, Scott Lynch, all the best.  I’m sure he will fill these seats well.  Since I have 
four minutes and twenty-five seconds, it is my last opportunity to talk about the American Republic.  
Thanksgiving was officially made by Proclamation by Abraham Lincoln in 1863.  It is only 500 words 
and I think I can get this in.  With the situation in the country today, it does mirror a little bit the Civil 
War era of that time.  This was the justification for our President in 1863.  I want you all to think about it 
as you celebrate your Thanksgiving this week. 
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 “The year that is drawing towards its close, has been filled with the blessings of fruitful fields and 
healthful skies. To these bounties, which are so constantly enjoyed that we are prone to forget the source 
from which they come, others have been added, which are of so extraordinary a nature, that they cannot 
fail to penetrate and soften even the heart which is habitually insensible to the ever watchful providence 
of Almighty God. In the midst of a civil war of unequalled magnitude and severity, which has sometimes 
seemed to foreign States to invite and to provoke their aggression, peace has been preserved with all 
nations, order has been maintained, the laws have been respected and obeyed, and harmony has prevailed 
everywhere except in the theatre of military conflict; while that theatre has been greatly contracted by the 
advancing armies and navies of the Union. Needful diversions of wealth and of strength from the fields of 
peaceful industry to the national defense, have not arrested the plough, the shuttle, or the ship; the axe had 
enlarged the borders of our settlements, and the mines, as well of iron and coal as of the precious metals, 
have yielded even more abundantly than heretofore. Population has steadily increased, notwithstanding 
the waste that has been made in the camp, the siege and the battle-field; and the country, rejoicing in the 
consciousness of augmented strength and vigor, is permitted to expect continuance of years, with large 
increase of freedom.  
 No human counsel hath devised nor hath any mortal hand worked out these great things. They are 
the gracious gifts of the Most High God, who, while dealing with us in anger for our sins, hath 
nevertheless remembered mercy.  
 It has seemed to me fit and proper that they should be solemnly, reverently and gratefully 
acknowledged as with one heart and voice by the whole American people. I do therefore invite my fellow 
citizens in every part of the United States, and also those who are at sea and those who are sojourning in 
foreign lands, to set apart and observe the last Thursday of November next, as a day of Thanksgiving and 
Praise to our beneficent Father who dwelleth in the Heavens. And I recommend to them that while 
offering up the ascriptions justly due to Him for such singular deliverances and blessings, they do also, 
with humble penitence for our national perverseness and disobedience, commend to his tender care all 
those who have become widows, orphans, mourners or sufferers in the lamentable civil strife in which we 
are unavoidably engaged, and fervently implore the interposition of the Almighty Hand to heal the 
wounds of the nation and to restore it as soon as may be consistent with the Divine purposes to the full 
enjoyment of peace, harmony, tranquility and Union.  
 In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, and caused the seal of the United States to be 
affixed.  
 Done at the city of Washington, this third day of October, in the year of our Lord one thousand 
eight hundred and sixty-three, and of the independence of the United States the eighty-eighth. “ 
 With that God Bless America, goodnight and God Bless You. 
 
President Holzheimer Gail – I will remind folks to join us for cake to acknowledge and thank our 
colleagues. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
Councilwoman Minarik moved to adjourn.  Councilman O’Neill seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 
 
Attest: 
 
 
 
__________________________________  __________________________________ 
Clerk of Council     President of Council 
 


