
COUNCIL MINUTES 
January 3, 2012 

 
The regular Council Meeting was held on Tuesday, January 3, 2012 at 7:00 PM in the Euclid 
Municipal Center Council Chamber. Council President Holzheimer Gail presided. 
 
Members Present:    Scarniench, Jones, McLaughlin, O’Hare, Langman, Van Ho, Holzheimer Gail.   
    Excused:    Gilliham, Lynch, Van Ho (arrived 7:15) 
 
Councilman Langman moved to excuse Councilman Gilliham, Councilman Lynch and Councilman 
Van Ho.  Councilwoman Jones seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 
 
Others Present:  Mayor Cervenik, Law Director Frey, CS&ED Director Pietravoia, Service Director 
Bock, Fire Chief Cosgriff, Police Chief Brickman, Zoning Commissioner Beno, Clerk of Council 
Cahill. 

COMMUNICATIONS 
Council received an Order from Department of Commerce Division of Liquor Control stating the 
legislative objection was overruled on the Paradise Island Saloon at 830 Babbitt Rd.   
 

Council Minutes 
Councilwoman Scarniench moved to receive the Council Minutes of December 19, 2011.  
Councilman McLaughlin seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 
 

ADMINISTRATION REPORTS & COMMUNICATIONS 
Mayor Cervenik presented Resolution 1-2012, to Capt. Roller and members of the Euclid Police 
Department’s Citizen’s Police Academy graduates. 
 
Mayor Cervenik – A few short announcements, I’ll start with some good news. We’ve been trying 
to find funding to replace the sludge line which goes from the Lake Shore plant to the Lakeland 
plant.  The total cost of the project is about $3.9 million.  Director Bock applied for Issue 1 funding 
and we were notified today, although not officially, we’re up high enough on the list we’re quite 
sure we will receive it.  Of the $3.9 million project, we are going to receive a $3.1 million grant. 
Not a loan, not a no interest loan but an actual grant.  In the past we’ve gotten projects that have 
zero interest loan payments that have to be paid back, this is a grant.  This is very, very good and 
Director Bock I want to thank you for going out and getting this, it will really help in the long run. 
 Lateral police applications are being accepted now through January 20th.  The application 
and other specific information can be found on the city’s website, www.cityofeuclid.com.  We 
received eight applications already and that’s a very good thing because we have a number of 
retirements, quite a few, set for the year 2012.   
 Income tax collections, unofficially for the month of December 2011 came in at $1,751,173, 
which is $21,600 more than we projected for the year.  We had projected $700,000 in excess over 
2010.  We actually had an excess of $1,220,146.  The economic development work from the 
department has been paying off as well as the economy picking up.  We also, as most of you have 
read in the paper, Lincoln Electric’s bonus was their highest in 37 years.  The gross amount before 
the school’s portion is approximately $1.6 million, that will come in January which will help in next 
year’s 2012 budget.  We’re going to need help because retirement payouts estimated at the moment 
are about $880,000.  The initial preliminary budget figures that were sent to me have us in a deficit 
of about $2.8 million but I can guaranty you that at the end of January or beginning of February I 
will be presenting you with a balanced budget.  This always happens the first time out, the 
expenditures are high and the revenue projections are low.  We will hopefully have budget hearings 
the last week in January, first week in February, depending on Council’s determination.  That 
concludes the administration reports. 
 

REPORTS & COMMITTEE MINUTES 
Councilwoman Scarniench moved to receive the Board of Control Min. of 12/12/11.  Councilman 
Langman seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 
 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE FOR LEGISLATIVE MATTERS ONLY 
Ms. Rose M. Allen, 26241 Lake Shore Blvd. – Hi everyone.  You’ve just heard Capt. Roller speak 
about the Euclid Citizen’s Police Academy which is item 7, Ceremonial Resolution.  I would like to 
add something so other people get the full experience of what this program means to the City of 
Euclid.  I am a graduate, coming up on ten years pretty soon, of the Euclid Citizens Police 
Academy.  I’m currently the vice-president of the Euclid Citizens Police Academy Alumni 
Association.   
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 Beyond being able to learn something about firearms, the program also gives people an 
experience of seeing a small portion of what it is like to be a police officer and understand as Capt. 
Roller said, why officers have to do what they do.  I encourage anybody to take the class and I do 
have applications, all the members have applications for those who would like to take the class that 
is coming up on January 24th.  It gives people a greater sense of appreciation for what police officers 
have to do.  It helps people understand law enforcement.  It also makes people better citizens 
because they begin to understand how they can make a difference in their own communities.  
Anything that council can offer in support of the organization, I really ask you to give the support to 
the organization because there is a pay back that comes from the organization that goes back not 
only to the police department, but to the entire City of Euclid.   
 It was mentioned some of the things we’ve done, we support a lot of the programs, but we 
also provide some financial support for things the city does not or cannot provide for the officers.  
We’ve bought light suit, digital cameras, tazer cartridges and many other things.  We also have an 
ongoing program with Body Armor, for new officers and we’re changing that to open it up to 
officers.  All I ask is that people really think about it and be willing to take the class, learn more 
about how law enforcement works, and there are perks to being part of the class.  It is an experience 
that I cannot describe and considering it is free.  Everybody forgot to mention something that is 
very important, it is free.  You pay nothing other than your time.   
 Again I ask Council to please support the organization.  I ask the city departments to 
continue to support the organization and I really, really encourage any citizens out there to sign up 
for the class, come and learn and get a great experience that you can’t buy if there was a cost for it.  
Thank you. 
 
President Holzheimer Gail – Seeing no other comments, we’ll move forward with legislation. 
 

LEGISLATION 
 
 Ord. 2-2012 (013-12)  Cuyahoga Cty. Land Reutilization 
An emergency ordinance authorizing the Mayor or his designee to enter into an Agreement for 
Conveyance and to accept the transfer of ten (10) vacant parcels of land from the Cuyahoga County 
Land Reutilization Corporation and into the City of Euclid Land Reutilization Program.  (Sponsored 
by Mayor Cervenik) 
 
Councilman O’Hare moved for passage, Councilman Langman seconded. 
 
Director Pietravoia – I’m pleased to report this is the first round of lots that are available through 
the County land bank.  You may recall for those that have been around on council for awhile that 
we have a memorandum of understanding with the fairly new county land bank, they’ve been 
acquiring properties through Fannie Mae and HUD and other organizations.  They take on the 
responsibility when they acquire those properties of not only the acquisition itself if there’s any cost 
involved, but the demolition of any structures if they’re not rehabitable, then make it available to 
the communities that they’re operating in, in this case the City of Euclid. 
  Paul Beno has been our primary liaison with the County Land bank and he is here tonight to 
report on the ten parcels that are before us for consideration. 
 
Commissioner Beno – As Director Pietravoia said, the lots have been taken in through bulk 
purchases from lending institutions.  They are all tax free and free of any liens.  We will hold them 
in that status.  Our plan is to offer them through our land bank system and during the course of the 
winter we will be contacting and notifying adjacent property owners to let them know of the 
availability of these lots.  I’ll be glad to answer any additional questions if there are any. 
 
Councilman Van Ho – All of these lots are vacant?  I notices the three in Ward 8 were, are all of 
them vacant? 
 
Commissioner Beno – These are all vacant, yes. 
 
Councilman Van Ho moved to close debate, Councilman Langman seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 
 
Councilman McLaughlin moved to suspend the rules, Councilman O’Hare seconded.  Yeas:  
Unanimous. 
 
Roll Call:  Yeas:  Scarniench, Jones, McLaughlin, O’Hare, Langman, Van Ho, Holzheimer Gail. 
Passed. 
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Ord. (015-12) Harbor Line in Lake Erie 
An ordinance establishing a harbor line in Lake Erie waters in the City of Euclid, Ohio. (Sponsored 
by Councilperson Jones) 
 
Councilwoman Jones moved for passage, Councilman Langman seconded. 
 
Director Frey – The purpose of this legislation is to provide both police powers and other authority 
over the area off shore for a distance allowed under State law which would be two miles out, limited 
by our municipal boundaries on the east and west.  There have been some questions that I think are 
good questions that would warrant a discussion in committee.  I’ve mentioned that to Chief 
Brickman, Prosecutor Gallagher and I would ask this be placed in the Public Safety Committee.  I 
understand that we already have a committee meeting scheduled for January 11th, so if we could add 
that to the agenda, that would be good and we’ll make sure we’re available to answer the questions 
in addition to the memo from Pat Gallagher that I sent earlier today. 
 
Councilwoman Jones moved Ord. (015-12) to the Safety Committee Meeting to be held January 
11th at 6:30 PM.  Councilman McLaughlin seconded. 
 
Roll Call:  Yeas:  Scarniench, Jones, McLaughlin, O’Hare, Langman, Van Ho, Holzheimer Gail. 
To Safety Committee. 
 
Ord. (016-12)  Amend Code - Pulled 
An ordinance amending Section 941.05 “Placement and Storage of Containers; Enforcement 
Procedure”, Chapter 941 “Garbage and Rubbish Collection and Disposal”, of the Streets Utilities 
and Public Services Code of the Euclid, Ohio Code of Ordinances.  (Sponsored by Councilperson 
Scarniench) 
 
Councilwoman Scarniench moved for passage, Councilwoman Jones seconded. 
 
Councilwoman Scarniench – I would like to pull this piece of legislation and the reason is because it 
is already an ordinance.  I have a letter that’s been given to me and I’ve been passing it out for the 
last four years and it talked about a $500 fine which I thought was kind of ridiculous because we’re 
never going to charge anybody $500 fine.  Then in a conversation with Director Frey, he had 
mentioned that Asst. Director Sweeney was already doing a $75 fine for this type of thing.  She 
emailed today the legislation that was actually passed back in 06 and it was legislation by 
Councilman Langman at the time that changed it to $75.  What it amounts to is the letter was never 
corrected, but it has been now. Director Bock has updated the letter.  It does have $75 on it so there 
is no reason for this legislation so I ask for it to be pulled. 
 
Ord. (016-12) has been pulled by the sponsor. 
 
Ord. (018-12)  Sewer Rates 
A ordinance amending Ordinance No. 112-2000, that established sewer rental and other related 
charges and authorized sewer service agreements, to reflect new sewer usage rates.  (Sponsored by 
All Members of Council) TO BE REFERRED TO PUBLIC SERVICE COMMITTEE. 
 
Councilman McLaughlin moved for passage, Councilman Langman seconded. 
 
Director Frey – We’ve asked these next three pieces, this piece and the two that follow be sent to 
Public Service Committee as they all relate to our fee structure relative to our waterline program 
and more significantly to our sanitary sewer and storm sewer collection system the treatment plant 
and so forth as relates to the US EPA.  I know that these are significant rate increases that are being 
proposed for Euclid resident and commercial customers as well as the communities that we serve 
that are our satellite sewer communities in this project.  We will have Bob Fink from Maximus 
available, as well as be able to detail what we know at that point in time as far as the improvements 
that we’ll be undertaking.  Again this rate structure is proposed to address the capital improvements 
and the operating improvements and maintenance program in the sewer system to cover our 
preferred alternative that was submitted to EPA which we have not yet gotten a definitive answer on 
whether that’s going to be accepted by EPA. 
 We are significantly lower even with this increase than the Northeast Regional Sewer 
District for comparable service.  I know this is a significant increase but by relative standards we 
are in good shape.  We will address this fully at the committee meeting. 
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Councilman McLaughlin moved Ord. (018-12) to Public Service Committee.  Councilman 
Langman seconded. 
Roll Call:  Yeas:  Scarniench, Jones, McLaughlin, O’Hare, Langman, Van Ho, Holzheimer Gail. 
To Service Committee. 
 
Ord. (019-12) Sewer Service Rates 
An ordinance amending Ordinance No. 231-2008 establishing  the incremental rates to be added to 
the sewer service charge to provide sufficient revenue to fund new sewer construction and control 
inflow and infiltration in the sewer system within the City of Euclid.  (Sponsored by All Members 
of Council) TO BE REFERRED TO PUBLIC SERVICE COMMITTEE 
 
Councilman McLaughlin moved for passage, Councilman O’Hare seconded. 
 
Councilman McLaughlin moved Ord. (019-12) to the Public Service Committee.  Councilwoman 
Jones seconded. 
Roll Call:  Yeas:  Scarniench, Jones, McLaughlin, O’Hare, Langman, Van Ho, Holzheimer Gail. 
To Service Committee. 
 
Ord. (020-12)  Sewer Service Rates 
An ordinance amending Ordinance No. 133-2005 establishing  the rates required to finance 
necessary street resurfacing and repair in conjunction with  waterline replacement and repair within 
the City of Euclid.  (Sponsored by All Members of Council) TO BE REFERRED TO PUBLIC 
SERVICE COMMITTEE 
 
Councilman McLaughlin moved for passage, Councilwoman Scarniench seconded. 
 
Councilman McLaughlin moved Ord. (020-12) to Public Service Committee.  Councilman Van Ho 
seconded. 
Roll Call:  Yeas:  Scarniench, Jones, McLaughlin, O’Hare, Langman, Van Ho, Holzheimer Gail. 
 

CEREMONIAL RESOLUTION 
Res. 1-2012 (017-12) Citizens Police Academy 
A ceremonial resolution in support of the Euclid Police Department Citizen’s Police Academy 
program and its contribution to Law Enforcement efforts in the City of Euclid. (Sponsored by 
Mayor Cervenik and Entire Council) 
 
Councilwoman Scarniench moved for passage, Councilwoman Jones seconded. 
 
Roll Call:  Yeas:  Scarniench, Jones, McLaughlin, O’Hare, Langman, Van Ho, Holzheimer Gail. 
Passed. 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
No comments. 

COUNCIL MEMBERS’ COMMENTS 
Councilwoman Jones – I would like to say Happy New Year to everybody.  We’re starting off fresh 
with a new year.  As we mentioned earlier today, we are having a Safety Committee meeting on 
January 11th at 6:30.  We will have two agenda items, one will be the towing contracts and the other 
will be the item we discussed earlier today. 
  I would like to say congratulations to Chief Brickman on becoming the Police Chief of the 
City of Euclid.  Thank you for everything that you do. 
  I would like to make an announcement the Hunger Center is looking for board members.  If 
anyone feels that they would like to serve as a board member on the Hunger Center, please contact 
the Hunger Center.  It is a voluntary position so it is not anything that is a paid position.   
  We had conversations and talks today about the Citizens Police Academy and it is a great 
training tool to go through.  I went through it.  It has been over 10 years ago since I went through it 
and it was an eye-opener for some areas for me.  Even though the training was just a small part of it 
on the firearms, that was the challenging part as well.  For someone like me who has never shot a 
firearm it was an eye-opener for that as well.  If you have the opportunity for that time commitment, 
please take the time and do it, it is well worth your time. 
  Martin Luther King Day is coming up, January 16th and there are a lot of events going on to 
celebrate that event.  There is a community open house at Severance Hall which is free admission 
from 12:00-5:00. There will be performance and entertainment by the Cleveland Orchestra, the 
Youth Orchestra and the Cleveland Orchestra Youth choir.  If you have an opportunity to attend 
that, please do.  Rock-n-Roll Hall of Fame is having free admission for that day as well. There will 
be dancers and songstress for that day to celebrate the event. 
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  One other event I want to announce is on January 15, Sunday from 1:00-4:00 PM at the 
Celebration United Methodist Church, 771 E. 260th.  For those of you who may go by the older 
names, it used to be Master’s Church.  It is now a different Methodist group that is in there call 
Celebration United Methodist Church.  They’re having a program called HYMS.  HYMS stands for, 
Helping Young Men Succeed.  There’s a brunch and there will be guest speakers from former 
college athletes, college administrators, college coaches and community leaders.  If you know any 
young men between the ages of 12 and to the young adult ages, please have them stop by.  For more 
questions and to register, call 216-797-1990.  Please take the opportunity to participate in that event 
as well. 
  I would like to wish everyone a Happy New Year and this is a record breaking time for our 
meetings.  Thank you and Martin Luther King Day is celebrated as a holiday so our trash collection, 
Director Bock, maybe I can ask you.  Will trash collection be on schedule or delayed a day? 
 
Director Bock – It will be on schedule. 
 
Councilman McLaughlin – These short meetings must be because of the new council.  I had one 
question for Director Pietravoia.  I was wondering if you could tell me what is going on with the old 
Alexander property? 
 
Director Pietravoia – We’ve had quite a few questions after the demolition of the building itself.  
The current owners, Carter Properties decided to take the building down because of some 
outstanding code violations and ongoing costs associated with taxes on the property, etc., while 
they’re waiting to determine if the site can be developed.  We’ve had a number of questions through 
emails from area residents that are hearing various rumors.  We’re trying to get definitive answers 
for those residents.  Part of the reason there’s been a delay in determining if this site can be 
developed is because of the EPA mandate that Director Frey mentioned earlier and what types of 
improvements will be required at the Waste Water Treatment plant.  Once we have a better handle 
on the extent of those improvements and physically how much space they’ll require, we’ll have a 
better idea if there can be private development that can occur on the Alexander site.  There has been 
a request, I think most people are aware now, was delayed at Planning & Zoning for a McDonald’s 
proposed at that site and McDonald’s agreed until there’s a more definitive answer they don’t want 
to proceed with Planning & Zoning review and all the other reviews through Architectural Review 
Board, etc., until we know for sure whether the site can be privately developed. 
 
Councilman McLaughlin – Thank you. 
 
Councilman O’Hare – I wanted to continue with support for the Citizens Police Academy.  I 
likewise looked at the commitment and coming on a Tuesday night, I couldn’t commit to the full 
prospect, along with council members I’m hoping that one of us can represent each of the 11 
sessions.  I will be there at the first and commit to 2-3 others and whatever I learn, whatever we 
learn I know will benefit all of us.  As was mentioned, there are so many people who have gone 
through this program that we don’t even know it and it wasn’t until some discussions started that I 
realized that Councilwoman Jones was an alumni so I’m thinking she needs a badge or a patch so 
we can recognize her throughout so she’s the first one here. 
  In keeping with a brief meeting but also a meeting where trash and sludge and other things 
have come up, I’d like to commend the other side of the trash, recycling.  The residents of 266 St. 
from Lake Shore to Forestview, on a day in early December.  I was driving down the street and just 
noticed all these yellow bins out and did an unscientific, un-mathematical calculation and well over 
50% had there bins out and full of recycling.  That is not only a benefit in terms of savings from 
landfill, but it also money that gets returned to the city.  It is a win/win for all of us.  Again, keep it 
up and do all that you can along that line. 
  Tentatively the first Housing & Building Standard committee meeting of this session is 
scheduled for January 25th.  Arguably our housing stock is at the heart of what the city is all about.  
It represents great value and it is places where we live, where we live our lives, raise our families 
and provides the basis for everything.  A lot of interesting concepts and ideas are bubbling out so 
look for a formal announcement on that and encourage citizens to attend, we need your input, we 
need your ideas as well. 
  Lastly Happy New Year to everyone. 
 
Councilman Langman- I would like to wish everyone a Happy New Year.  To the administration a 
Happy New Year, to the residents.  Congratulations Tom on your promotion to Chief, I know you’ll 
do a great job.  I don’t know, maybe everyone is a Michigan fan and want to get home to watch the 
game, but I doubt it.  I’ll say goodnight. 
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Councilman Van Ho – Question for the administration.  Can we turn the old volleyball courts into 
community gardens?  The little patch that we had this last year, was great and I understand there are 
more people than we can accommodate.  It is not like that is something permanent that if some other 
plan came up for it.  I would think we could look at that. 
  I would like for the housing department, legal department and economic development, to 
look at the concept of if we could get some way to sell at dirt cheap prices or give away vacant 
houses that we acquire to Veterans.  We talk a lot about doing things for our Veterans, this would 
seem to be a win/win situation where we would be paying them back a little bit for their service to 
the country and at the same time allowing vacant houses to be filled up helping the city.  There 
would have to be some conditions that they bring them up to code within a period of time, but we 
could actually do that through EDCOR.  I would just like to see if there is a way that we could 
legally do it.  I think it is going to take a little bit of all three department’s knowledge. 
  Last but by far not least, everybody that is out there and in these chambers, please tomorrow 
be careful in the mornings because tomorrow will be the first day that all high school students will 
be walking to school unless their parents take them.  All junior high and elementary school students 
that are less than a mile and a half from their school will be walking.  It is going to be, a lot of these 
kids haven’t had to walk before, we need to watch out for them and also we’re not used to the 
number of kids that are going to be running across streets without looking in order to make it to 
school on time and just be careful. 
  Tom, congratulations.  As Daryl said, I have every bit of confidence you’re going to do a 
great job.  That’s all I have to say. 
 
President Holzheimer Gail – I have a couple of brief comments too.  Congratulations Chief 
Brickman and welcome.  Your ceremony was very nice and very inclusive and speaks volumes for 
the leadership that you will provide to the department.  I really was happy to be a part of that and 
congratulations.   
  Just a reminder our next council meeting because of the Martin Luther King Holiday will be 
Tuesday, January 17th.  Councilman McLaughlin and I will be meeting with Director Bock and 
Director Frey to get some dates together.  We want to make sure all the correct people are here for 
the Service Committee.  We will need Maximus and I don’t know if we need a representative from 
our legal department with the EPA but we’ll figure out who needs to be there, that we have all the 
information that we need.  I think it is also important that we notify the communities that are part of 
our system so they’re aware this is happening and what impact it will have on them.  We should 
make sure they’re invited as well and Happy New Year to all. 
 
Councilwoman Scarniench – Happy New Year.  Have a safe and healthy new year to everybody out 
there.  Congratulations Chief Brickman, I know you’ll do a fine job. I’ve enjoyed working with you 
over the past few years and I know that will continue. 
  I want to say thank you to Ss. Robert & William.  Last week we had an alumni get-together 
and I was there and Councilman McLaughlin was there but we didn’t go to the same school.  We 
had a lot of fun. Father Betters was wonderful. There were two ladies there that I went to school 
with that I get to see them all the time because they’re in one of my homeowner associations.  It was 
really great to go through the school and see all the statues that had been taken from St. Robert’s 
and brought over to St. William’s.  That was a very enjoyable evening so thanks to Fr. Betters and 
Ellen Ivory and everybody who put that together. 
  An unusual thank you to the Development Dept.  I was in the bank and I can’t even tell you 
who these people were.  There was a gentleman from the land bank there and they all told me their 
names but forget it. There was another gentleman who was there who owns property here in Euclid.  
They’re in front of me and they’re talking about Euclid is the best place to work, the community 
development department.  The one gentleman is telling another one, no I wouldn’t go to work in 
this city, I wouldn’t do anything in this city and they were just praising the department and the work 
they’ve been able to accomplish.  I said that’s really wonderful to hear and I told them who I was so 
we had this little conversation.  I wanted to pass that on even though I can’t tell you who they were. 
  For the Safety meeting, Chief Brickman, can we please have the officers that were involved 
in the audits?  I know Tim Veers was one of them.  If we could have them here because I do have 
some questions.  With that I’ll say goodnight. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
Councilman McLaughlin moved to adjourn.  Councilman Van Ho seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 
 
Attest: 
 
____________________________ ________________________________ 
Clerk of Council President of Council 



Council Minutes 
January 3, 2012 
Page 7 
 
 


