
COUNCIL MINUTES 

December 16, 2013 

 

The regular Council Meeting was held on Monday, December 16, 2013 at 7:00 PM in the Euclid 

Municipal Center Council Chamber. President Holzheimer Gail presided. 

 

Members Present: Caviness, Scarniench, Jones, Lynch, O’Hare, Langman, Van Ho, Holzheimer 

Gail 

   Excused:  McLaughlin (arrived 7:15 PM) 

 

Councilwoman Scarniench moved to excuse Councilman McLaughlin.   Councilman Lynch 

seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Others Present:  Mayor Cervenik, Law Director Frey, Finance Director Malone, Planning &  

Development Director Holody, Asst. Fire Chief Haddock, Police Chief Brickman, Service Director 

Bock, Recreation Director Stephens, Mgr. Sonnhalter, Intern Kocha, Clerk of Council Cahill. 

 

COUNCIL MINUTES 

Councilwoman Scarniench moved to approve the Council Minutes of December 2, 2013.  

Councilman O’Hare seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

ADMINISTRATION REPORTS & COMMUNICATIONS 

Mayor Cervenik presented Randy Horton with a Proclamation for Rick Case Bikes for Kids. 

Director Stephens – The first event at the ice arena will be December 21st, Skate with Santa, $3 

admission, 17 & under receive free skate rental with a letter from Santa.  December 23rd is our 

Christmas sweater contest at the arena.  Most creative and ugliest sweater receive prizes.  The day 

after Christmas, December 26th we have extended open skate from 2:00 until 5:30.   

 I also wanted to make sure those residents that are taking swim lessons or utilize the lap 

swim at the high school pool, the high school pool will be closed starting December 23rd through 

January 5th and will re-open our indoor swimming activities on January 6th. 

 Starting January 6th, the week of January 5th, we will have the indoor walking track 

available at the high school on Tuesday and Thursday through April 10th.  It is free admission if 

you have a daily recreation pass to utilize the indoor track.  There’s also some new activities that 

will be coming up in the month of January.  Please feel free to access the City of Euclid’s website, 

click on the Recreation link to get more details on some of the new recreation activities.  If you 

want to contact the Department directly, please call 289-8114, option 8 if you have any questions. 

 

Director Holody – I would like to first announce on January 7th, there will be a Merchants 

Association Meeting for local businesses along E. 185 St.  The meeting will take place at 9:00 AM 

at Fears’ Confections located at 818 E. 185 St.   

 I would also like to announce on February 19th, the Euclid Chamber of Commerce will host 

the State of the City presentation by Mayor Cervenik.  That event will take place at noon at a 

location that is yet to be determined.  I’ll note that this presentation will take place following the 

Mayor’s presentation to Council of the State of the City which is required by Euclid Charter. 

 

Chief Brickman – I wanted to first of all announce that I’m very happy our new radio consoles 

were installed earlier today.  B&C Communications will be back for some final adjustments but I 

feel much better knowing we have the new equipment in place and it is operational, functional and 

it is being used right now. 

 I would like to announce a few of the Euclid Police Departments holiday safety tips.  I 

know that one of the major times of the year that everybody shops is the holiday time and want to 

advise people, don’t leave packages in your vehicles that are not attended, it is an invitation for a 

theft.  When you’re shopping, purse theft is a common occurrence.  Don’t be distracted by a 

shopper who is diverting your attention away from your purse that you leave in a cart.  It is an 

opportunity for them to be stolen.  Additionally, if a package or present is received, destroy the 

boxes.  Leaving boxes out that you’ve just got a new big screen TV is great, but you don’t want to 

announce to everybody that’s the case.  Your shopping or your vacation plans, it is not really a 

great idea to advertise those on Yahoo, Google or Facebook.  People know that you’re aware from 

home then and for those who are seeking, that is an opportunity to commit some type of theft 

offense, it is an invitation.  I want everyone to enjoy the Holiday Season, but to be victim free. 

 

 



 The other thing I would like to bring up which was prompted by an email from Councilman 

Langman is circumstances involving snow emergency parking regulations.  It seems to be a 

common question this time of the year when we start to see snow falling and it is accumulating on 

the streets.  Our ordinance indicates, during a period of 24 hours or less, snow falls in the city or 

any section or any sections thereof, to a depth of 2” or more, an emergency is declared to exist in 

such a heavy snowstorm constitutes a serious public hazard impairing transportation.  Such 

emergency shall continue until such time as the streets have been cleared.  The owners and 

operators of motor vehicles shall have full responsibility to determine if existing weather 

conditions constitute a snow emergency and they have to comply with the emergency parking 

regulations. 

 This was changed several years ago.  It used to be that the Service Director would get 

information from the plow drivers that the snow was an excessive depth and there would be a city 

wide declaration.  Because of the disparity of snowfall at different areas in the city, we could have 

a circumstance where snow up on the hill exceeds 4-6 inches, down by Lake Shore Blvd. is non-

existent.  It is on a street by street basis and the individuals who park their cars or leave their cars 

parked on the street need to be aware, if it is snowing outside, just because you parked and there 

wasn’t snow on the street, doesn’t provide forgiveness, you’re still obligated to get out, move the 

car from the street and it can’t be returned to the street until the snow plows have cleared the 

streets.  If anybody does have any particular questions, you can call our dispatch center at 216-

731-1234.  The Police Dept. does communicate with the Service Dept. if there are issues with 

vehicles parked on the street, the plow drivers have been advised they can contact the 

communications center via radio, advise an officer who will respond and attempt to remedy the 

situation.  Thank you. 

 

Asst. Chief Haddock – The Euclid Fire Dept. responded to over 8400 calls in 2012 and we’re going 

to exceed that total in 2013.  Recently two of the calls we went on were recognized by a Cleveland 

Clinic publication called The Siren.  The first call involved a pregnant woman who was involved 

in a motor vehicle accident on I-90.  Bystanders stated the pregnant woman stepped out of the car, 

took two steps and fell to the ground.  When our crews got on scene, the female was presented 

with no signs of life.  They immediately started performing advanced life support, doing the things 

they’re trained to do and transported to Hillcrest Hospital. 

 When you have a traumatic full arrest, which was the case here, the survivability rates are 

extremely low in cases like this.  We actually have two patients at this point, you have a female 

and the baby.  Members did their work, did what they had to do, showed up at the hospital, 

immediately a team of doctors were met by the crew and I’m happy to say that not only did Mom 

survive and the baby survived but they’re back to living normal healthy lives and she came back 

to the Fire station and cooked dinner for the guys.   

 Members of that crew were Firefighters Nathan Berry, Elton Murray, Lt. Jay Northup, 

Adam Reichmann and Firefighter Jeff Mann.   

 We had one other call when there was a blizzard going on last year and a call came in for 

chest pain, crews show up and we do get a lot of calls for chest pain but there’s a protocol that you 

need to go through and these guys had the sense that something else was going on here.  They 

performed some extra functions on this, they sent transmissions to the hospital and sure enough 

this patient was having a STEMI, an ST elevation myocardial infarction.  The sent this information, 

transported to Hillcrest and when they got to Hillcrest were met by a team of doctors and the 

information this crew provided got the team of doctors ready to go.  When the squad got to the 

hospital, they did a balloon on this gentleman, 9 minutes, and he was relieved of his injuries. 

 If you talk to any of these men on these crews, they will tell you they were just doing their 

job, but this was two exceptional performances and my hats off to them. 

 

Mayor Cervenik – Thank you all very much.  I’ve had the opportunity on a number of occasions 

to attend the awards dinner put on by the Cleveland Clinic as well and our squads are always up 

there and getting an award for some of the great things they have done.  We are very proud of the 

Fire Dept.  That will conclude our reports and communications, other than the fact that I would 

just like to wish all of you and the residents, a very Merry Christmas, Happy Holidays and 

especially a very happy, healthy and prosperous New Year.  We have a number of council members 

leaving tonight, it is their final meeting, we will hold our comments for that until we get to the 

portion of the meeting where you vote on Ceremonial Resolutions.  Thank you. 

 

President Holzheimer Gail – I would like to take a minute to recognize and thank, we’ve had a 

student from St. Ignatius, Mark Okocha, who has been working with us this semester.  Mark, we 

appreciate your support and hope you learned a little bit about local government and enjoyed the 



process in the meantime.  We have a small card and token to say thank you that I will give you 

now just in case you don’t get to stay through the whole meeting.  We know the end of the semester 

often brings extra assignments and perhaps studying for a test.  Mark we appreciate your help and 

support and wish you good luck as you finish your semester and your year. 

 

REPORTS & COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Councilwoman Scarniench moved to receive the Board of Control minutes from Nov. 25 and 

Dec. 2, 2013.  Councilwoman Jones seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

President Holzheimer Gail – I do want to acknowledge Councilman McLaughlin has joined us as 

well.  Thank you. 

 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE FOR LEGISLATIVE MATTERS ONLY 

There were no comments. 

 

LEGISLATION 

Ord. 138-2013 (369-13) 2013 Budget Amendment 

An emergency ordinance amending Ordinance #118-2013 which makes the annual appropriation 

for all expenditures for the City of Euclid for the period ending December 31, 2013.  (Sponsored 

by Mayor Cervenik by request of Finance Director) 

 

Comment:  FEMA storm reimbursements funds must be accepted into a separate account and 
transferred to the general fund to complete the reimbursement process for the fall 2012 storm clean-
up.  This ordinance appropriates the funds received. 
 
Councilman McLaughlin moved for passage, Councilman Lynch seconded. 

 

Director Malone – Thanks to the efforts of the Public Works Director and his staff, we received a 

grant reimbursement for the terrible storm last year.  The source of the grant is FEMA and it was 

forwarded through the Ohio Department of Public Safety in the amount of $49,132 to reimburse 

the city’s general fund from the storm damage activity from last year. 

 The Ohio Department of Public Safety and the Auditor of State Office were very clear on 

how to account for this.  It is what it is, because the source of monies is federal grant monies, it 

has to first be placed into a special FEMA fund which we can quickly do on the books, create a 

fund and account for it.  Once the dollars are deposited or accounted for in the FEMA fund, then 

we may be council-matic ordinance transfer it to the general fund $49,132, which is the next 

ordinance (370-13).  Bottom line is because of state and local government and some of the 

regulations required by the Auditor of State, we have to appropriate the grant reimbursement from 

a FEMA fund by Council legislation transfer it to the General Fund which would put it into the 

right accounting fund to reimburse us for it.  We request both ordinances to be passed 

simultaneously. 

 

Director Bock – I would just like it known that this reimbursement was from Hurricane Sandy, not 

our recent storm of this year but Hurricane Sandy.  While we were going through the 

reimbursement process for this year, Asst. to the Director Swetel was informed that we had some 

available funding there from Sandy.  He quickly put together the needed paperwork and got that 

in.  We had a week and a half before the funds would not have been available.  In a week and a 

half time we had to gather up the necessary paperwork, get it in and get it back to the city. 

 

Councilwoman Caviness moved to close debate, Councilwoman Scarniench seconded.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

 

Councilman Lynch moved to suspend the rules, Councilman McLaughlin seconded.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Caviness, Scarniench, Jones, Lynch, McLaughlin, O’Hare, Langman, Van Ho, 

Holzheimer Gail. 

Passed. 

 

Ord. 139-2013 (370-13) Inter-Transfer 

An emergency ordinance providing for the schedule of inter-transfer of funds between all funds.  

(Sponsored by Mayor Cervenik by request of Finance Director) 



 

Comment:  Transfer ordinance from FEMA fund to the General Fund. 
 
Councilman Van Ho moved for passage, Councilman Langman seconded. 

 

President Holzheimer Gail – This is the accompanying piece that actually makes the transfer that 

Director Malone just explained.  Any questions?  Seeing none. 

 

Councilman Lynch moved to close debate, Councilman O’Hare seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Councilman Langman moved to suspend the rules, Councilman Van Ho seconded.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Caviness, Scarniench, Jones, Lynch, McLaughlin, O’Hare, Langman, Van Ho, 

Holzheimer Gail. 

Passed. 

 

Ord. 140-2013 (371-13) 2014 Budget 

An emergency ordinance which makes the annual appropriation for all expenditures for the City 

of Euclid for the period ending December 31, 2014.  (Sponsored by Mayor Cervenik by request of 

Finance Director) 

 

Comment:  2014 annual budget.  
 
Councilman Lynch moved for passage, Councilman O’Hare seconded. 

 

Mayor Cervenik – This is the culmination of the work that we discussed last Saturday as well as 

Monday.  It is the budget for the city.  We did add in the $10,000 temporary labor as well as the 

part-time position in the Police Dept. for the Evidence Room that we discussed.  I did talk with 

Councilwoman Scarniench and we are not at this time proposing to add the part-time Animal 

Control Officer.  We can look at that later in the year.  The Animal Control Officer has stated that 

she needs some help in a different format, more of office help and we will see what we can do on 

that end. 

 I thought the Saturday session went fairly well, a little long, but it was good food and good 

company and we can discuss if we want to do it next year.  What is really important is that we will 

be able to have a budget passed by City Council, subject to amendment as the year goes on.  From 

an administrative point of view, it allows us to have the budget numbers in the accounts so people 

can process purchase orders and do what they need to do instead of doing estimates and then 

changing those estimates and putting in the full amount.  It also makes us all work a little bit harder 

when we’re not relying totally on final numbers for the year.  I appreciate all your input and I 

certainly would appreciate this budget as well as the transfer ordinance following this be approved 

this evening. 

 

President Holzheimer Gail – I would like to thank Council too for their willingness to meet on 

Saturday and Council-Elect as well.  Thank you also for your preparation, there was good 

questions, good emails sent both ahead of time and during the discussion.  I thought the Saturday 

format worked well as well. 

 

Councilwoman Scarniench – I will vote for this budget.  I did have a conversation with the Mayor 

because I was going to ask for an amendment to the 290 account, Shore Corporation.  If you look 

farther down the budget, 370, the transfer from the Endowment Fund, it is at the $125,000 number 

which is the one that I’m most comfortable with.  We will be having a meeting within the first 

couple of weeks in January to go over Shore’s budget.  Also, to discuss the $20,000 for capital 

funds they want to do.  At this time I will leave this as is until then and as the Mayor said, 

amendments can be made any time and that is when I will be making my amendment.  Thank you. 

 

Councilman Lynch – For the public, Mayor you provided us a memo regarding in budgets in the 

past as well we’ve often calculated to be operating at a deficit, but when you look at the cash 

balance on hand end of the year doesn’t look like that.  The residents, many maybe aware that the 

numbers of operating are $444,000 less than projected revenue at this time.  I was just hoping that 

you could for the record tonight share your reasoning for that and budgets of year’s past. 

 



Mayor Cervenik – How we formulate the budget is we first sit down and go over with each 

department, director and chief, the expenditure items and what we feel we need.  We do it two 

ways, one we start off with what we’d like to do and then we go back and say we know we’re not 

going to be able to do that, but what we can do and where we can improve from the prior year.   

 When that’s done, I sit down and go through the revenue.  We get revenues from the State 

of Ohio and County on estimated real estate taxes, estimated local government funds and such.  

Many times that number comes up a little short of what we want to expend.  Keep in mind we have 

approximately a $4 million cash carry forward which from the State of Ohio says you can use cash 

surplus and it still counts as a balanced budget.   

 In this case, as did last year, we ended up about $450,000-$460,000 below revenue.  I could 

have gone through and started increasing the revenue here and there, but that is sort of 

counterproductive.  The bottom line is we normally spend at least one and three-quarters to 2% 

less than what is budgeted.  Knock on wood it lasts for years, we actually had an increase in 

revenue or met our revenue projections.  We probably will add a few dollars into our general fund 

balance, even though after the $400,000 beginning deficit when we went through budgets last year, 

with budget amendments, you look in the book, we actually projected an $800,000 eating into the 

cash balance.  That won’t happen. 

 The other thing we do is meet on a quarterly basis, we review these numbers and we make 

adjustments as needed.  Certainly if revenues were to drop we would make adjustments 

immediately.  We also give Council a report each and every month, not only on the income tax but 

the expenditures on both the general fund and the expenditures in Waste Water.  Between the 

quarterly meetings and the information you receive we keep a pretty good tag on it.  You need to 

remember the budget is a plan, it is guidance and yet money needs to be appropriated, we can’t 

spend money that is not appropriated.  We’ve been pretty lucky. 

 

Councilman Lynch – Thank you.  My last question and comment is we brought up from a number 

of different angles review of some of our issues we’re facing with municipal finance and capital 

projects.  I think Council is continuing increasingly being aware that general fund revenue should 

be looking towards direct contributions either to capital or to the bond retirement fund.  I would 

ask you to comment, Mr. Mayor, if those revenues do come in higher than expected, or if our costs 

as they often had by 1-2% come in lower, those next available dollars, which you envision those 

going towards capital issues and bond. 

 

Mayor Cervenik – Yes, that is what we must look at very closely this year.  We will finish 2014 at 

a positive balance in the bond retirement fund.  I can’t necessarily say the same thing for 2015.  

We have lost Commercial Activity Tax, Intangible Tax, most importantly when the valuations of 

our assessed value throughout the city which is both commercial, industrial and residential, we 

have received a significant decline of about $550,000 of revenue.  That’s a lot of debt service, 

$550,000 a year. 

 You don’t see that in the other funds, such as Rec Capital and other real estate collections 

because those funds are protected by the 920 provision.  The 920 provision does not apply to the 

debt service therefore that’s where our problems in the Bond Retirement Fund and ensuing capital 

programs have taken a significant hit two years ago. That’s a problem all of us together are going 

to have work at this year. 

Councilman Lynch – I look forward to the administration and council being able to address that.  

There’s been a lot of forces from the outside that have made it very difficult on cities. 

 

Mayor Cervenik – Our problem in this community right now is not our level of expenditure.  We’re 

expending virtually where we were in 2010-2011.  Our problem is these outside forces continue 

to deteriorate and erode our revenue streams that for so many years we had counted on.  That’s 

something we can’t control and yet we need to deal with it and act appropriately. 

 

Councilman Lynch – I think this budget reflects that, thanks. 

 

Councilman Lynch moved to close debate, Councilwoman Scarniench seconded.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

 

Councilwoman Caviness moved to suspend the rules, Councilwoman Jones seconded.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Caviness, Scarniench, Jones, Lynch, McLaughlin, O’Hare, Langman, Van Ho, 

Holzheimer Gail. Passed. 



Ord. 141-2013 (385-13) Fund Transfers 2014 

An emergency ordinance providing for the schedule of inter-transfer of funds between all funds.  

(Sponsored by Mayor Cervenik by request of Finance Director) 

 

Comment:  Fund transfer ordinance for 2014 annual budget. 
 

Councilman Langman moved for passage, Councilman Van Ho seconded. 

 

Mayor Cervenik – This is legislation to allow the inter-fund transfers that are included in the 2014 

budget as presented. 

 

Councilman Van Ho moved to close debate, Councilman Langman seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Councilman Lynch moved to suspend the rules, Councilwoman Jones seconded.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Caviness, Scarniench, Jones, Lynch, McLaughlin, O’Hare, Langman, Van Ho, 

Holzheimer Gail. Passed. 

 

Res. 142-2013 (374-13) 2014 Shore & Golf Course Budgets 

A resolution to adopt the 2014 operating budget for the Shore Cultural Centre and Briardale Greens 

Golf Course as attached herein.  (Sponsored by Mayor Cervenik) 

 

Comment: 2014 annual budget for Shore and Briardale.  City makes no contribution for Briardale and 
a $125,000 transfer for current operations for Shore from the Endowment Fund. 
 

Councilwoman Scarniench moved for passage, Councilman Lynch seconded. 

 

Mayor Lynch – This Resolution allows the Shore Cultural Centre and Briardale Greens budgets to 

be approved.  I don’t know if there’s going to be any change in Briardale but the Councilwoman 

Madeline Scarniench has suggested there may be some changes in the Shore Budget.  

 There’s a lot of different ways we can handle this, we can do one-quarter of this but we 

have budgets both entities presented and I would recommend we approve them.  The majority of 

both of those budgets are payroll, they can’t be pre-paid, so there’s no way we’re going to spend 

near this type of money in the first few months until you make your amendments.  This will keep 

our certificate in balance.  We do look forward to the meeting on Shore.  I talked to the Coral 

Group and told them to anticipate a meeting and to start getting information together.  When we 

know when that meeting is, it would be helpful to let them know as well. 

 

Councilwoman Scarniench – I don’t have a problem approving this.  I do first of all have a problem 

that these are both together.  I mentioned this last year.  I would prefer to have them separated.  

They are separate pieces of legislation.  Hopefully next year we’ll remember to do that.  We just 

passed another resolution that shows we are only transferring $125,000.  That’s the money right, 

that’s where we are at, that’s where I intended to be.  I’ve spent the whole weekend going through 

every piece of paper that I have on Shore.  I have a whole list of things, I will get with the Mayor 

and set up a meeting with Coral ahead of time so they know exactly what it is I’m looking for and 

then we’ll go forward with that.  As soon as the Council Committees have been selected, I will 

pick a date and we will set a date for the meeting.  Thank you. 

 

Councilwoman Scarniench moved to close debate, Councilman Van Ho seconded.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Caviness, Scarniench, Jones, Lynch, McLaughlin, O’Hare, Langman, Van Ho, 

Holzheimer Gail. Passed. 

 

Res. 143-2013 (367-13) 

A resolution approving and accepting the conceptual Euclid Avenue Corridor TLCI Plan, entitled 

“Destination Euclid: The Euclid Avenue Recreationway Corridor” Plan, dated December, 2013, 

as approved by the City of Euclid Planning and Zoning Commission. (Sponsored by Mayor 

Cervenik and Councilpersons Caviness, Scarniench and Jones)  (Approved to Council by Planning 

& Zoning Commission) 

 



Comment:  TLCI plan, if approved, would be submitted to NOACA for funding approval. 
 

Councilwoman Scarniench moved for passage, Councilwoman Caviness seconded. 

 

Director Holody – Euclid City Council authorized the submission of a grant to the NOACA for 

the TLCI plan in December 2010.  The City was awarded $75,000 to undertake the planning study 

and contracted with Peter J. Smith & Company to lead us through the comprehensive study 

process.  

 Public involvement for the project began in December 2011 with a series of public 

involvement meetings.  This process culminated in the summer of 2013 with the presentation of 

the final recommendations of the plan to the project stakeholders by the consultant.  By referral by 

this Council, the plan was presented to the Euclid Planning & Zoning Commission at its meeting 

on December 10th.  Three city council members that represent the planning study area, Council 

members Caviness, Scarniench and Jones and Council President Holzheimer Gail were present for 

the presentation.  The plan did receive conceptual approval by the Commission with a 

recommendation for acceptance by Council. 

 I do want to point out that since the plan was sent to Council members for its last meeting 

electronically, we did work with the consultant to make one minor change to page 56 in reference 

to the quick win portion of the plan that deals with the green creek area.  This is in response to 

some public feedback that we got on that portion of the plan at a recent public meeting and we 

wanted to be attentive to some of the concerns raised by the residents in that area.  There was a 

minor change to page 56 that I would like to draw your attention to. 

 With that said, it is important to point out that similar to previous plans approved by 

Council, such as the Downtown TLCI plan and the Memorial Park Plan, your approval this evening 

does not indicate unconditional support for each and every specific element of the plan.  Rather 

your granting conceptual approval of the general planning themes and showing your support with 

the understanding that individual improvement projects contained in the plan will require 

additional study, refinement and discussion.  We had some good discussion at the Planning & 

Zoning Commission meeting about the implementation of round-abouts along Euclid Ave. which 

is another one of the elements called for in the plan. 

 Certainly as we look to implement specific elements of the plan we will absolutely engage 

with Council and the public residents, business owners, to gather further information and input on 

each of those elements. 

 At this time I would like thank the residents, businesses and public officials who 

participated in the planning study and I would encourage the passage of the plan at this time in 

order for our department and the city to shift its focus on the refinement and implementation of 

the plans recommendations.  If you have any questions for myself or Jim Sonnhalter, our Manager 

of Urban Design and Planning, we’d be happy to answer those questions. 

 

Councilman O’Hare – Director Holody, or this could go to any member of the administration or 

Council for that matter.  I understand this is conceptual and we’re essentially saying we’ve received 

this, we may have issues or future councils because this could go on 4-6 years or a long period of 

time before it is fully implemented.  But, is there any other situation, any other class of legislation 

that we passed that is like this?  What the Mayor just mentioned with the budget is we’re passing 

the budget, and it is a hard dollar figure and we hope to stay right to it but as things move along 

there will be amendments, they’ll be additions, they’ll be things taken out.  

 It is very easy for everyone, including citizens and including council members to wrap their 

head around a piece of legislation such as when the Chief came and needed the piece of 

communications equipment and the console and $34,000.  We’re not appropriating any funds, 

we’re basically saying this is a good idea let’s see how it goes.  Is that how you would characterize 

it?  Are there any other examples that you can think of that helped put this into buckets, if you 

will? 

 

Director Holody – The next item on the agenda that we’ll be asking for support for authorizes our 

expenditure of a grant.  We had previously came to this Council and asked for authorization to 

apply for the grant.  That might be a good analogy for this particular piece of legislation on the 

TLCI plan.  At this time we’re asking for conceptual approval and acceptance of the plan, but as 

we implement various aspects of the plan, we’ll have to come back to Council for authorization to 

implement those elements, whether it’s for involving real estate or zoning or the expenditure of 

city funds, the application for city funding to implement a portion of the plan.  There will be many 

opportunities for future councils and the public to comment on the specific elements of the plan as 

we seek to implement those. 



 

Councilman O’Hare – I appreciate that it is not done lightly.  But a couple examples that come to 

me are the two basketball courts for example.  It was in the big master plan and then it came on 

and we had to appropriate that.  With the Sims Park, involving a number of different things 

including intersection at 228 for example and that’s what’s recommended there.  Again, things 

need to go from there.  There’s a lot of work that has been put into it, a lot more work to be done 

and hopefully NOACA will smile favorably on it. 

 

Councilwoman Jones – I first want to thank Director Holody and your staff for taking us through 

this process.  Even though it may have been what seemed a long process, I know some of the 

studies that we’re initiating now and in the past, this is a longer area than the study was done for.  

So I look forward to whatever the next phase is to start working on some of these projects to get 

things done. 

 My other question is and I brought this up at the Planning & Zoning meeting, as the 

business changes or enters into the City of Euclid along Euclid Ave. and the others as well, that 

they’re in agreement with this plan that’s instituted so they know going in this is the plan that we 

have for Euclid Ave. or whatever the other areas are and they’re on board from the beginning of 

that process.  I’m looking at this plan going to take years down the road and maybe the same faces 

that are in the administration may not still be there.  Is there something when someone applies for 

a new business, occupancy or whatever the proper word is called, that information as far as 

adapting the Euclid Avenue Plan is in that application process.  If it is not, I don’t know how, 

maybe adopting the plan for whatever their business is open to because I’m not looking just at 

Euclid Avenue, but others that we’re doing the study for as well.  Is there a way to engage someone 

new moving in or a business that is changing in a plaza, engage them into that process? 

 

Director Holody – Absolutely and if I could ask if Jim Sonnhalter talk a little bit about how we’ve 

used the Downtown TLCI plan to interact with businesses. 

 

Mgr. Sonnhalter – It is a plan, it is also a marketing document something as we do talk to new 

businesses who may want to relocate to the Euclid Avenue Corridor, it is something that we would 

sit down and say here’s the idea we’re after, here’s how we want to improve the look and the feel 

of the corridor and here’s a set of design guidelines that even in their draft form are things that we 

think you should follow so you have a business that fits in well. Again, it is a good planning 

document is flexible so it can spark conversation and we can work with businesses to come out 

with a better product, a better site plan and let them know that we’re involved with them in the 

development of the community.  In the Downtown Plan, we did exactly that.  As you recall when 

we adopted it, it was conceptual, we had a set of draft design guidelines and we had a lot of 

different businesses looking to relocate.  Burlington Coat Factory being one of them and we sat 

down with draft design guidelines and said we appreciate what you want to do, but here’s how we 

think you can do it better and we just sketched out what their building could look like under the 

new design guidelines and we came out with a much better product. 

 

Councilwoman Jones – Do you think this will also initiate some of the existing businesses and 

plazas to maybe initiate some storefront renovation projects looking at now that we have this plan 

that’s been accepted and adopted and going forward to attract new businesses coming in their 

plaza.  Do you think that’s going to institute or maybe initiate some of that requests? 

 

Mgr. Sonnhalter – Absolutely.  We’ve gotten a lot of interest from Euclid Avenue businesses, 

many new businesses that they’re happy to be there, they’re looking for some assistance and one 

of the things we’ve talked to many of them about doing immediately was just helping them with 

new signage to improve the look of the building, whether it is a standalone building or a multi-

tenant shopping plaza.  We recognize there’s a lot of work that can be done, so any bit of assistance 

we can provide, we’re happy to do it. 

 

Councilman McLaughlin – Director Holody, or Mr. Sonnhalter, this plan seems to be focused on 

the feel, like you said of the economics of the road.  With Euclid Ave. being east to west, the base 

of a large hill and a lot of storm water runoff, does any part of the plan take into consideration the 

Consent Decree we’re under and what we can do with the storm water runoff? 

 

Director Holody – The plan does lay out an ambitious recreationway along Euclid Avenue which 

does create a lot of opportunities for us to look at storm water in a different way.  I’m going to ask 

Jim Sonnhalter to comment on any specific points in the plan that address storm water. 



 

Mgr. Sonnhalter – The Recreationway concept is envisioned as a piece of green infrastructure in 

itself that can not only support recreational opportunities, multi-purpose trail development, parks, 

playgrounds.  It also looks at ways you can introduce green infrastructure into that to handle the 

storm water issues and also enhance the natural environment.  Probably one of the most significant 

ways you’d see in that document, in some areas could we introduce a strip of green of the center 

median to take up some of the storm water runoff.  In other areas you’ll see to the north where you 

have large industrial properties with very large front lawns, you can see opportunities where you 

might want to negotiate easements to start creating rain gardens, bio-swales, different types of 

treatments that could handle excessive storm runoff. 

 

Councilman McLaughlin – With the introduction of this plan, it might be a good idea to do the 

Tier 2 from Strand to maybe integrate within this plan better concepts.  The recreation I saw is 

decent but I don’t think it is going to be able to handle the kind of run off that we have if we are 

really and truly considering reducing the amount of rain runoff.  I’ll be looking for a Tier 2 from 

Strand or another firm if we have to go rebid it.  Because this is an important stretch of our 

landscape, I’d like to see more with what we can do with it.  I will be supporting it anyway as a 

guideline. 

 

Councilman Langman – Director Holody, could the next step be looking at a specific district for 

an overlay approach especially in the more heavily commercial areas, retail areas? 

 

Director Holody – The plan does identify a number of areas that could benefit from overlay 

districts and some specific design guidelines to be considered in creating those.  I believe that one 

area that strikes me as having a lot of potential is the area around our historical society, the original 

village of Euclid.  Areas like that are identified in the plan as being good candidates for overlay 

districts and those are things we’ll certainly look at as we look to implement various portions of 

the plan. 

 

Councilwoman Scarniench moved to close debate, Councilwoman Caviness seconded.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Caviness, Scarniench, Jones, Lynch, McLaughlin, O’Hare, Langman, Van Ho, 

Holzheimer Gail. 

Passed. 

 

Res. 144-2013 (375-13) Cuyahoga Arts & Culture Shore 

A resolution authorizing the Mayor to accept the FY2014 Cuyahoga Arts and Culture (CAC) 

Project Support for Units of Government Grant to support arts and culture programming at the 

Shore Cultural Centre, and to expend the grant funds to support those activities approved through 

the CAC grant.  (Sponsored by Mayor Cervenik by request of Planning & Development Director) 

ADD COUCILMAN LANGMAN AS SPONSOR 

 

Comment: Approved grant from Cuyahoga Arts and Culture would provide Shore $17,068 in 2014 for 
arts programming.  City match comes from the annual operating budget.  
 

Councilman Langman moved for passage, Councilman O’Hare seconded. 

 

Mayor Cervenik – Before they start talking on the actual grant itself, I wanted to address 

Councilwoman Scarniench’s question about $125,000 versus the $142,000.  It is the $17,000 grant 

that we’re talking about right now.  It took me a minute to figure that out but that’s exactly what 

it is.  The $17,000 grant is included in the Shore Funds, not necessarily their operating budget.   

 

Director Holody – With Council’s support pursuant to Resolution 325-13, the administration led 

by Jim Sonnhalter applied for $20,000 of assistance to the Cuyahoga Arts & Culture program for 

units of local government.  I’m happy to report that we were awarded $17,068 for the 2014 grant 

program.  At this time I would like to introduce John Farina, Executive Director of Shore Cultural 

Centre to talk a little more about what kind of activities that funding is going to allow to occur at 

Shore. 

 

 

 



Mr. Farina – The dollars that we’re getting from the Cuyahoga Arts and Culture allow us to create 

and execute a youth and family arts series.  It is a series of arts education and performance art 

programming that we can do to help draw people into Shore which we think is a very good thing 

both from Euclid and from outside the city to help us build a base of support.  As well as offer 

programming that is focused on arts and culture that we can share with our community and give 

families an opportunity to do something together so youth and families offer a benefit to our 

residents. 

 

Councilman Langman – I would like to add my name to this.  I think this is great that we 

successfully applied and received the grant and hopefully there’s more to come. 

 

Councilman Lynch – A question perhaps to Mr. Sonnhalter.  The matching dollars that were 

required for this grant, is there any expectation that this should be additional and separate dollars 

that we would have already been doing budget for Shore?  Or are we just fortunately in this unique 

position because we’re supporting Shore already through the city’s budget that the $20,000 plus 

counts towards that grant? 

 

Mgr. Sonnhalter – Yes, the later.  We are fortunate the grant program is structured to require a 1:1 

match and with the funding already in place for operations at Shore, we’ve got that built in.  It is 

a great addition. 

 

Councilman Lynch – I’m happy to support this. 

 

Councilman O’Hare – With the CAC grant and this could be to Mr. Sonnhalter or to anyone, it is 

a two year cycle for one of the grants, correct?  There’s program grants and also operational grants.  

This is a program, correct? 

 

Mr. Farina – This is a program grant.  There are two sets of program grants, program support one, 

program support two.  We actually are recipient of both of those categories.  The one for units of 

governments which this is the one we’re talking about.  We also received an additional grant in 

support of the Wind Festival.  That goes to the Shore Cultural Centre Board, the 501.c3 associated 

with Shore and that was a grant of approximately $13,000 and that supports the Wind Festival. 

Those are both project support grants.  We don’t qualify for the operating support grants because 

we are not the type of entity like a dedicated arts organization like the Cleveland Museum of Art 

or Playhouse Square or the other organizations that are within that guideline. 

 

Councilman O’Hare – The grants University Circle Corporation gets for Wade Oval Wednesday 

or that sort of thing. 

 

Mr. Farina – This is in the same category as those and those are not operational, those are project 

support grants.   

 

Councilman O’Hare – Can you see any pass forward either in how we reorient our self, where we 

could qualify for some of those because those dollars tend to come regularly once you’re in and 

receiving them they seem like they repeat every year and the project support is great but I would 

think the operational would be even more budgetable and expected. 

 

Mr. Farina – Absolutely, with some future restructuring as we move forward and as we look at 

how we structure Shore and how Shore moves forward, we definitely could set ourselves up to 

qualify for those.   

 

Councilman O’Hare – July is the deadline? 

 

Mr. Farina – It won’t be that quickly but certainly moving forward maybe in the next cycle we 

could see ourselves in position to do that. 

 

Councilwoman Scarniench – Mr. Farina, the $13,000 for the Wind Festival, that’s totally for that, 

it has to be used strictly for that program? 

 

Mr. Farina – Yes it does. 

 

 



Councilwoman Jones – The $17,000 is for 2014 with the anticipation that we were maybe going 

to get this grant, are there programs that you’re all ready to start or you’re going to be looking for 

programs for 2014.  Is the hopes that this will take the program through the whole year?  My 

question is, what are your plans for the $17,000? 

 

Mr. Farina – Not having been the person who wrote the grant, I am inheriting what was written 

which was to create a youth and family arts series.  As of right now there’s nothing specifically in 

place although there is a framework to do arts programming, educational programming and 

performing arts programming within this arts cycle.  This now allows us the budget to go out, work 

with our current instructors, work with other groups that we can bring to Shore, perhaps entice 

some outside groups to come to Shore to help us provide performing arts programming that again 

fits within the guidelines and framework of the grant.  So it is kind of, a little bit of both.  There’s 

some that is there, I will evaluate that and look at that and see how it fits within this.  To me the 

goal here is really how do we build an audience for Shore and how do we draw more people in to 

the organization.  I’ll evaluate what was in the grant, keep within the guidelines and perhaps even 

refocus that to make sure it is both, stays within the guidelines of the grant but also is truly a benefit 

for the organization. 

 

Councilwoman Jones – Does the grant, I know it is for programming, does the grant include the 

networking or communication to draw those others in? 

 

Mr. Farina – There are various categories that are in budget that were budgeted out so there’s 

everything from administrative support to direct program support. 

 

Councilwoman Jones moved to close debate, Councilwoman Scarniench seconded.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Caviness, Scarniench, Jones, Lynch, McLaughlin, O’Hare, Langman, Van Ho, 

Holzheimer Gail. 

Passed. 

  

Ord. (372-13) Bids Towing 

An emergency ordinance authorizing the Mayor, as Ex-Officio Director of Public Safety of the 

City of Euclid, to enter into contracts for the towing of junk, abandoned and impounded vehicles 

or vehicles that must otherwise be removed at the direction of the Euclid Police Department for 

the period through December 31, 2015. (Sponsored by Councilperson Jones by request of Police 

Chief) 

 

Comment:  Police Chief has recommended continuing the towing contract with the vendors being 
used by the City.  No cost to the City as the party owning vehicles towed, required to pay tow/storage 
costs.  
 

Councilman McLaughlin moved for passage, Councilman O’Hare seconded. 

 

Chief Brickman – Towing once again.  I know it is something that we discussed at length in the 

past.  In December 2011 we had gone out for bids, the bids were received, we made a 

recommendation based on price at that time.  Because of some concerns, this all went to 

Committee, a committee was formed and the committee existed to analyze the towing situation.  

They came back and it consisted of members of council and the police administration with a 

recommendation to share the towing services between two vendors, 50/50 split and that towing 

rotation began in the middle of 2012 and continued in 2013.  

 Essentially what we want to do now is just continue with a recommendations that were 

made then.  We have had no problems with the service provided by either vendors.  I do try to 

communicate on a regular basis in terms of the cost for tows.  It is interesting but I sent out earlier 

today through November the vendors, the disparity in the amount of tows is one; with O’Connor’s 

having towed 346 vehicles so far this year and United 347.  The response time has been acceptable 

for both of the vendors.  United’s has been a little bit better, they’ve been faster six months out of 

the ten that we’ve been keeping the records.  The amount of vehicles that have had extra fees, is a 

disparity of one with O’Connor’s having 35 vehicles that had extra fees, United having 36, the 

cost is $200 difference. 

 

 



 With that being said, with us being pleased with the service that we’re provided, we just 

want to continue with the recommendation that was made by the committee and continue at an 

adjusted price point for 2014 and 2015.  I know the information was sent out earlier today, the 

prices are extremely close and for the basic tow price $80 to $75 between the two vendors without 

getting into all the particulars.  I know the information was sent out.  With that being said and 

without going through the whole process once again, we’d like to continue with the contracts with 

the adjusted prices for the next two years and I’ll be glad to answer any questions that you would 

have about this. 

 

Councilman Langman – Chief Brickman, I appreciate the information.  As we did the last time, I 

prefer this go to Safety Committee to discuss this along with some of the other items that we talked 

about during the budget process to discuss regarding the Police Department, the EDGE issue, the 

communication issue.  I would like to have a little more time to review the figures and then ask 

some questions.  I would be more comfortable if this went to committee. 

 

President Holzheimer Gail – Point of order, this is the last meeting for this term, so the legislation 

will have to be reintroduced. 

 

Councilwoman Scarniench – I really don’t have a preference if this goes to committee or we do it 

now, but I wanted to make a statement that back in 2011 when we started this whole thing, United 

gave us a price for 3 years, I’ve got it right in front of me.  Those prices have stayed the same, 

what they’ve bid for this coming year, that hasn’t changed.  When you look at O’Connor, they’ve 

almost doubled in some cases because of the fact that this was an open bid, it wasn’t really a bid.  

They already knew what was going on and we knew back then that they bid so low so they would 

make sure that they would get part of that contract.  I still think that has a lot to be said.  I would 

like to know before this Safety Committee Meeting, Chief, how many and this would be for both 

companies, how many private Euclid tows have been made and were they given at the price they 

were told.  We were told back then that they agreed that they would tow Euclid people for the 

same price as what they were towing for us.  I would like to see those figures if possible. 

 

Chief Brickman – That might be an issue because I don’t know if it is possible.  When it becomes 

a private tow, it becomes as agreement between the individual whose car is being towed and the 

towing contractor.  It is nothing that we keep records on.  We’re not involved in collecting any 

type of payments or making any type of payments on those.  Other than knowing that there have 

been private tows and we could tell you how many private tows have been achieved through each 

of the vendors, we would have information in terms of what exactly was charged to all the 

individuals.  We just wouldn’t have records on it. 

 

President Holzheimer Gail – Councilman Langman, was that a motion to send to Committee? 

 

Councilman Langman – I wanted to clarify since you are right, it is the end of the term, do we send 

it to committee or it dies or do we wait and can we have the same piece of legislation in committee? 

 

Director Frey – If I could comment on the comment on the open pricing.  If you recall because 

there are no expenditures of city funds involved in this agreement, there is no requirement for 

bidding of any type.  The fact that the Chief has taken this approach is certainly within the 

parameters of the authority to enter into agreements.  This isn’t much different than when we take 

in prices for senior snow plowing or sidewalk concrete work.  We get a price list from vendors, 

the difference here, the difference between those examples and this, is that we are assigning work 

based on that 50/50 split to the two vendors.  It does not need to be competitively bid because there 

is no outlay of city funds involved. 

 

President Holzheimer Gail – Councilwoman Jones, you are the sponsor although it is by request, 

would you like to pull this and re-introduce it at the next meeting? 

 

Councilwoman Jones – I know there were emails going back and forth about questions and 

concerns and maybe further discussion about it, so I would suggest we pull it, reintroduce it to the 

first meeting in January.  I know we haven’t formally set our committees up yet, but if I’m the 

Chairperson of the Committee, I had mentioned that I would like to have a Safety Committee 

Meeting after that first meeting in January, maybe January 8th or 13th and we can discuss this.  If 

all the questions are answered at that time, I can go back on the agenda for the 2nd meeting in 

January.   



 

President Holzheimer Gail – The sponsor and the requestor have both asked that this be pulled.  

Item #8, has been pulled from the Agenda. 

 

Ord. 145-2013 (379-13) Funding Edgecliff 2 SSO Elimination Sewer Project 

An ordinance authorizing the Mayor to apply for, accept and enter into a Water Pollution Control 

Loan Fund Agreement on behalf of the City of Euclid with the Ohio Environmental Protection 

Agency, Division of Environmental and Financial Assistance, and the Ohio Water Development 

Authority, through the Water Pollution Control Loan Fund, for planning and/or design of the 

Edgecliff 2 SSO Elimination Sewer Project; designating a dedicated repayment source for the loan; 

and declaring an emergency.  (Sponsored by Councilperson McLaughlin by request of Service 

Director) 

 

Comment:  Funding for ongoing sewer improvements being made as part of US EPA consent decree. 
 

Councilman McLaughlin moved for passage, Councilman Lynch seconded. 

 

Director Bock – This SSO elimination project is actually a break off from the original Edgecliff 

SSO Elimination, that’s why the 2 after it.  After recent storms and flooding in the area we did 

some additional filming to see if we could identify any contributory factors and what we found 

was a sewer that had collapsed that is originally scheduled to be replaced under the Edgecliff SSO 

Elimination project.  My fear is that by having with the larger project and the sewer work, it would 

delay getting this one repaired.  Generally when you do sewer work you start at the lowest point 

and work the pipe out and across and around.  These pipes would be at the last part of that project, 

it could delay it by a couple of years before we actually see it repaired.   

 I think it is important we break this out.  It is really not going to add a lot of extra money 

to the project but it will get this work done that much quicker. This project will run, a little over 

$600,000 out of a much larger, over $5 million project.  By breaking this out, having its own 

separate funding we can design it and get it going quicker. 

 

Councilwoman Jones – Director Bock, this is an additional SSO that’s being added to the plan? 

 

Director Bock – It is not an additional SSO.  It is an SSO that’s been identified, SSO #28 that was 

part of the original five SSO projects that were being eliminated under one program.  We’re taking 

this one out of the group of five and beginning the design work so we can get this project 

accomplished because it is a big factor in some of the flooding that has been occurring around the 

Edgecliff area. 

 

Councilwoman Jones – This is just separating this one? 

 

Director Bock – It is separating it out from the other five.   

 

Councilwoman Jones moved to close debate, Councilman McLaughlin seconded.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

 

Councilman McLaughlin moved to suspend the rules, Councilman O’Hare seconded.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Caviness, Scarniench, Jones, Lynch, McLaughlin, O’Hare, Langman, Van Ho, 

Holzheimer Gail. 

Passed. 

 

Ord. 146-2013 (380a-13) Funding Equalization Basin-Phase 1 Sewer Project 

An ordinance authorizing the Mayor to apply for, accept and enter into a Water Pollution Control 

Loan fund agreement on behalf of the City of Euclid with the Ohio Environmental Protection 

Agency, Division of Environmental and Financial Assistance, and the Ohio Water Development 

Authority, through the Water Pollution Control Loan Fund, for planning and/or design of the 

Equalization Basin – Phase 1 Sewer Project; designating a dedicated repayment source for the 

loan; and declaring an emergency.  (Sponsored by Councilperson McLaughlin by request of 

Service Director) 

 

Comment:  Funding for ongoing sewer improvements being made as part of US EPA consent decree. 



 

Councilman McLaughlin moved for passage, Councilman Van Ho seconded. 

 

Director Bock – This is to begin the design work for the EQ basin at the Waste Water Treatment 

Facility.  The amounts in this were based on the original estimated cost for the EQ basins.  That 

cost being $28 million.  We are doing several studies on alternative methods for these basins.  I 

am very hopeful, we’ve done a lot of examination on a couple of new ways of getting it put in 

place that we’re very hopeful will be cheaper.  I don’t want to throw out any numbers yet because 

they are not firm.  We’re still doing a lot of talking with different construction and different places 

where it has been used.  I’m very hopeful it will be a much reduced price from what this is.  This 

loan will allow us to begin the design work and get that loan application in so the funding is there 

when we do come up with the final. 

 

Councilman McLaughlin – Director Bock, Director Frey, I’d like to amend the first Whereas.  It 

says, Whereas the City of Euclid has nominated the planning and/or design of improvements to 

the Edgecliff 2 SSO Elimination Sewer Project.  Should that not read, the planning and/or design 

of the Equalization Basin – Phase 1 Sewer Project? 

 

Director Bock – Yes. 

 

Councilman McLaughlin moved to amend first Whereas and remove, improvements to the 

Edgecliff 2 SSO Elimination Project, and insert the Equalization Basin – Phase 1 Sewers Project.  

Councilman Lynch seconded. 

 

Roll Call on Amendment: 

 Yeas:  Caviness, Scarniench, Jones, Lynch, McLaughlin, O’Hare, Langman, Van Ho, 

Holzheimer Gail. 

Amended. 

 

President Holzheimer Gail – We spoke earlier about our very limited ability to borrow.  I know 

this is separate funds but for those at home hearing $28 million and hearing $600,000 and the next 

several to come, Mayor or Director Bock, would you just briefly explain this is part of our sewer 

rate that has already been approved. 

 

Mayor Cervenik – The reason we can borrow for these projects and these projects are required 

EPA and Consent Decree, is that city council approve the setting of the rates for the sewer charges.  

In contemplation of setting those rates, these projects were all included at various times of 

construction. They are the user fees that pay for all the debt service and they’re scheduled into the 

rates.  It should be noted that most of these projects also have the payment from the outside user 

communities as well, unless the project is completely a Euclid only project, we get the user fees 

from Lake County and Cuyahoga County users as well. 

 

Councilman McLaughlin moved to close debate, Councilman Lynch seconded.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

 

Councilman O’Hare moved to suspend the rules, Councilman Langman seconded.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Caviness, Scarniench, Jones, Lynch, McLaughlin, O’Hare, Langman, Van Ho, 

Holzheimer Gail. 

Passed. 

 

Ord. 147-2013 (381-13) Funding WWTP Sludge Transfer Force Main Sewer Project 

An ordinance authorizing the Mayor to apply for, accept and enter into a Water Pollution Control 

Loan Fund Agreement on behalf of the City of Euclid with the Ohio Environmental Protection 

Agency, Division of Environmental and Financial Assistance, and the Ohio Water Development 

Authority, through the Water Pollution Control Loan Fund, for construction of the WWTP Sludge 

Transfer Force Main Sewer Project; designating a dedicated repayment source for the loan; and 

declaring an emergency.  (Sponsored by Councilperson McLaughlin by request of Service 

Director) 

 

Comment:  Funding for ongoing sewer improvements being made as part of US EPA consent decree. 



 

Councilman McLaughlin moved for passage, Councilwoman Jones seconded. 

 

Director Bock – As opposed to the first couple, this is an actual construction loan.  What happens 

to this is we apply for the construction loan, we include the cost of the design loan, roll it over into 

this loan so we’re making one payment when construction is complete.  This project was scheduled 

for early spring to begin construction. 

 

Councilman Langman – Director Bock, for the folks that are watching, can you explain what the 

sludge transfer forced main is? 

 

Director Bock – I will try to do that and be appropriate in doing so.  This is the transfer of the 

sludge after treatment that is left over is pumped to our Lakeland Waste Water Treatment Plant 

from the Lake Shore plant.  There it is dried out and the sludge is hauled to a sanitary landfill once 

it is dried out.  Any liquids that are left after the drying out process are then pumped back to Lake 

Shore and treated again.  It is an ongoing circular process that takes place. 

 

Councilman Langman moved to close debate, Councilman McLaughlin seconded.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

 

Councilwoman Caviness moved to suspend the rules, Councilwoman Scarniench seconded.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Caviness, Scarniench, Jones, Lynch, McLaughlin, O’Hare, Langman, Van Ho, 

Holzheimer Gail. 

Passed. 

 

 

Ord. 148-2013 (382-13) Funding Edgecliff SSO Elimination (SSO #28, #33, #37) 

An ordinance authorizing the Mayor to apply for, accept and enter into a Water Pollution Control 

Loan Fund Agreement on behalf of the City of Euclid with the Ohio Environmental Protection 

Agency, Division of Environmental and Financial Assistance, and the Ohio Water Development 

Authority through the Water Pollution Control Loan Fund, for construction of the Edgecliff SSO 

Elimination (SSO #28, #33, #37) Sewer Project; designating a dedicated repayment source for the 

loan; and declaring an emergency.   

 

Comment:  Funding for ongoing sewer improvements being made as part of US EPA consent decree. 
 

Councilman McLaughlin moved for passage, Councilwoman Jones seconded. 

 

Director Bock – This is a construction loan for the original Edgecliff SSO Elimination, the 

combination project, which will take place around the Waste Water Treatment Plant on Lake 

Shore.  This designates the engineering firm but it is a requirement of the application process and 

it will change as far as the designation of the firm once we get the CMAR on board.  We are going 

through that rating system for the CMAR, Construction Manager at Risk, and hope to narrow that 

list down and send out the proposals very close to the first of the year. 

 

Councilman Lynch moved to close debate, Councilwoman Jones seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Councilman McLaughlin moved to suspend the rules, Councilman O’Hare seconded.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Caviness, Scarniench, Jones, Lynch, McLaughlin, O’Hare, Langman, Van Ho, 

Holzheimer Gail. Passed. 

 

Ord. 149-2013 (383-13) CT Consultants Engineers SSO 28 – Phase 2 

An emergency ordinance authorizing the Director of Public Service of the City of Euclid to enter 

into a contract with CT Consultants, Inc., 8150 Sterling Court, Mentor, Ohio 44060, for 

engineering services required for the preliminary and final design, bidding services, construction 

observation and construction management for the SSO elimination project known as SSO 28 - 

Phase 2.  (Sponsored by Councilperson McLaughlin by request of Service Director) 

 



Comment: Engineering services for project to replace and re-route approximately 340 feet of a trunk 
line that overflows and causes other sewer back-ups. 
 

Councilman McLaughlin moved for passage, Councilman Van Ho seconded. 

 

Director Bock – Same comments as the previous.  This is part of the application process we have 

to name these firms in the application it will change once the CMAR is on board. 

 

Councilman McLaughlin – Could you just, for the public, discuss what 28 is?   

 

Director Bock – 28 is the designated SSO that’s going to be repaired at Edgecliff.  The Edgecliff 

SSO that 217 to 221, there’s multiple sewer lines that run underneath those properties.  A couple 

of them run underneath garages, they’ve collapsed.  We need to re-route those sewers and get them 

out from underneath there. 

 

Councilman McLaughlin moved to close debate, Councilman Lynch seconded.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

 

Councilman Lynch moved to suspend the rules, Councilwoman Jones seconded.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Caviness, Scarniench, Jones, Lynch, McLaughlin, O’Hare, Langman, Van Ho, 

Holzheimer Gail. 

Passed. 

 

 

Ord. 150-2013 (384-13) CT Consultants Engineers WWTP Wet Weather Auxiliary 

An emergency ordinance authorizing the Director of Public Service of the City of Euclid to enter 

into a contract with CT Consultants, Inc., 8150 Sterling Court, Mentor, Ohio 44060, for 

engineering services required for the preliminary and final design, bidding services, construction 

observation and construction management for the SSO elimination project known as Wastewater 

Treatment Plant and Wet Weather Auxiliary Treatment Facility including Phase 1 equalization 

tank. (Sponsored by Councilperson McLaughlin by request of Service Director) 

 

Comment:  Engineering services for the first eq tank and other major components of the wastewater 
plant upgrade.   
 

Councilman McLaughlin moved for passage, Councilman O’Hare seconded. 

 

Director Bock – Same comments.  We have to name the firms in the application process and again 

as soon as we bring our CMAR on board we will do the process of changing that over to the 

Construction Manager at Risk. 

 

Councilman McLaughlin – When we do change over to the CMAR, will that come back up to 

Council or will that transition happen behind the scenes?  If you could let the Committee Chair 

know, I’d appreciate it. 

 

Director Bock – Yes it would be new legislation the CMAR being brought on board, as well as the 

prices.  If the alternative method of doing these equalization tanks lowers the price that will also 

come back and lower our engineering service price. 

 

Councilman O’Hare – A quick question.  When we were going to renovate and rebuild the jail, it 

was one of the first times, matter of fact, the first time we had considered hiring a Construction 

Manager at Risk for a building and all of us got educated on the benefits of that.  We had the 

company there, we understood that and we all shook hands on that and it seemed like a great idea.  

We’re doing Construction Manager at Risk for individual discreet projects like #28 or other pieces 

and we’ve got Strand engaged in the green standpoint.  We’ve got CT who is primarily an 

engineering firm and they’ll do the drawings and that sort of thing.  Is it fair to say then that the 

City of Euclid and your department is the construction entity at risk because we’re managing the 

entire project, the entire $150 million scheduled over 10-12 year project? 

 

 



Director Bock – Yes, it is kind of fair to say that.  I’m put in charge of getting these projects 

underway, getting these design firms in there.  Any time you’re dealing with public funds you’re 

at risk, you better make sure it is right.  I guess that’s fair to say. 

 

Councilman O’Hare – I guess where I’m going with this is due to the length of the project, it is 

going to be going on for quite a long time, and you’re doing a wonderful job, there’s all these 

moving parts.  Has there ever been any thought of hiring a firm to oversee the entire project and 

they to be the construction firm at risk.  They may get some of the rewards too by bringing together 

the green infrastructure, re-evaluating where the equalization tanks go and you could build into 

there an incentive for them to satisfy the EPA Consent Decree but come in underneath that $150 

figure that we had as an estimate.  Two years, four years, ten years from now, you may still want 

to be managing this and you may not want to.  Then we’re going to bring in someone else and 

they’re going to be picking up from there.  I understand with the firm you would hire, individuals 

would change, but is that an idea that has ever been kicked around? 

 

Mayor Cervenik – As the Director commented on, we will be choosing a construction manager at 

risk, they will be, just as we did in the jail, provide us with the maximum guaranteed price so that 

from that standpoint we are not at risk.  When we go into that contract, they are saying I will get 

this done for you at no more than this dollar amount.  From that standpoint we’re protected. 

 My gut is the Manager at Risk will be the same company for all of the Waste Water 

improvement projects. We do have that guaranty of removing some of the risk.  They’re also not 

saying this is what it is going to cost, it very well can cost us less and that’s where the city comes 

into play is we have to watch that, we have to manage that, we have to rely on CT and their 

professional evaluation of what’s going on as well.  Although we’re protected by them setting a 

maximum guaranteed price, we want to make sure that if there are some things they can do as 

they’re going on that can reduce that maximum guaranteed price, we want to take advantage of the 

savings. 

 I think we are doing what you’re asking us to do, regardless of what changes happen at this 

table and what changes may happen inside the department, the contract continues to go and that 

maximum guaranteed price will be there and will have to be upheld by the Construction Manager 

at Risk. 

 

Councilman O’Hare – Is CT as close as we have to being the general contractor? 

 

Mayor Cervenik – They are much more than just drawing up the plans, they are designing as well 

from their experience what works best.  I’m sure there will be constant conversation with CT and 

the Construction Manager at Risk as well as the administration. 

 

Councilman McLaughlin – Understand where Councilman O’Hare is coming from.  When you 

look at a project of this magnitude it is broken down and it is finite.  What I see with a table that I 

will be sharing with the Service Committee at our next meeting, I was looking at January 8th or 

somewhere in the first couple of weeks of January to go over it.  It is finite and as we move towards 

construction things are moving out and it has been going well.  As we get CMAR’s on board I 

think the risk is transferred to the CMAR’s and we have a pretty good grasp of it right now.  I 

understand what you are saying, he was looking for someone to do a global outlook of the whole 

project and it has been broken down to the point, through CT and the Consent Decree where it is 

manageable.  Thank you. 

 

Director Bock – CMAR is brought on generally when you 60-70% with design work.  They come 

in, take a fresh look at it, they may have ideas that could be cost savings and better ways of doing 

things, they are engineering firms as well as construction firms.  They’re able to assist CT with 

fresh ideas and no looks at things and that is why you bring them on when you bring them on at 

the 70% stage.  They come up with the prices.  The Mayor says they give a guaranteed price that 

they have to meet, it could come in less but it would never go higher than that amount.  That’s the 

advantage, it is another set of eyes on what I consider a very important major steps that we’re 

taking here, huge expenditures.  The more eyes on a project the better. 

 

Councilman McLaughlin moved to close debate, Councilman O’Hare seconded.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

 

Councilman Van Ho moved to suspend the rules, Councilman Lynch seconded.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 



 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Caviness, Scarniench, Jones, Lynch, McLaughlin, O’Hare, Langman, Van Ho, 

Holzheimer Gail. 

Passed. 

 

CEREMONIAL RESOLUTIONS 

Res. 135-2013 (376-13) Councilman Van Ho 

A resolution of thanks and congratulations to Greg Van Ho for his service to the residents of Ward 

8 and the City of Euclid as Councilperson. (Sponsored by Mayor Cervenik and Entire Council)  

Res. 136-2013 (377-13) Councilman O’Hare 

A resolution of thanks and congratulations to James O’Hare for his service to the residents of 

Ward 6 and the City of Euclid as Councilperson.  (Sponsored by Mayor Cervenik and Entire 

Council) 

Res. 137-2013 (378-13) Councilman Lynch 

A resolution of thanks and congratulations to Scott Lynch for his service to the residents of Ward 

4 and the City of Euclid as Councilperson.  (Sponsored by Mayor Cervenik and Entire Council) 

 

Councilwoman Scarniench moved for passage, Councilwoman Jones seconded.   

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Caviness, Scarniench, Jones, Lynch, McLaughlin, O’Hare, Langman, Van Ho, 

Holzheimer Gail. 

Passed. 

 

Mayor Cervenik presented the Ceremonial Resolutions to the respective outgoing Council 

member. 

 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE – PUBLIC PORTION 

Mr. Christopher Michael Litwinowicz – 21970 Morris Ave., Euclid, Ohio.  Again, thank you Mr. 

Van Ho, Mr. O’Hare, Mr. Lynch for your service.  A couple issues that’s regarding our city, 

violence.  Every day at the Euclid Public Library kids are unruly, fighting.  I think it is time to 

put up a building and work with the Euclid Public Schools and get tutors in a building.  Basically 

amend our Memorial Park Plan.  I’m asking this Council in 2014 to really consider the budget.  

I’m also asking this Council in 2014 to move forward, when will we ever see Memorial Park 

plan allocated funds?  The time is now. 

 Concerning and this is a note and this is just an idea, a loan on something that the 

taxpayers are already paying through I believe and I make the argument, our water bills.  So isn’t 

we paying for that?  No comment, just I think so.  I also think that there’s the money allocated 

already that the taxpayers and each resident pay out of their water bill for some of our projects.  I 

hope we can move forward in Ward 8 and get some of these ideas on the agenda. 

 What is the operating budget for Shore Cultural Centre and Briardale Greens, it is not 

attached here?  What would be that figure that was a Resolution?  I also got a couple of questions 

and concerns with the Cultural Arts, a Resolution authorizing the Mayor to accept the FY 2014 

Cuyahoga Arts and Culture CAC.  That is a grant and I really think we need to look into the 

public access of that involving the arts, the cultural center.  It’s got arts, people have events, 

people pay, people do other things, they have art shows.  We really need to take advantage of 

that and we already give them so much money anyway to manage it.  I think that money is 

misappropriated and it should go into Euclid Community Television. 

 My only other concern is we’re moving forward this city.  I want to see this Council start 

allocating funds in voting up here so we can move these projects forward even though they don’t 

get done.  Even though if they don’t get done this year coming 2014, at least the money is 

allocated and it is basically being like what you call a City Auditor, you’re basically knowing 

where the money is going.  I’m going to leave these last few comments and congratulate the 

outgoing Council and the new going Council and I would like to see the process and myself 

coming up here and speaking to you all, just like how I did tonight and we can move forward and 

maybe 2014 will see some of the agenda items that I have that we can move this city forward.  

Thank you, Happy New Year, Merry Christmas. 

 

President Holzheimer Gail – A couple of comments.  The water bill, the water portion goes to 

Cleveland Water Dept., the City does not receive that.  The funds that are part of your Cleveland 

Water Bill for the sewer rate does come to Euclid and that’s what pays for all of the projects that 

are part of the Consent Decree and EPA plan that goes forward, long term control plan.  That 

money is allocated for all of those projects.  I have the budgets if you’d like them after the 



meeting or I can leave them at the Council Office for Shore and the Golf Course.  The Cuyahoga 

Arts and Culture Grant is only for activities that are arts and culture related so that could not be 

used for other purposes.   

 

Mayor Cervenik – The Shore Budget shows a request of possibly up to $167,000.  Council in the 

budget ordinance only approved up to $125,000 and they are meeting to discuss that.  The Billy 

Casper Budget is about $836,000.   

I know there was a comment made, you were good tonight Christopher.  There was a 

comment made however concerning every day the library and every day at the high school and 

that is very much far from the truth.  Since the new procedures and practices were put into effect 

at the school at the library and with cooperation of the Police Dept., there have been very, very 

few incidences at all and I’m very proud of our kids in the high school and I’m very proud of the 

work the administration of the schools has done to stem those incidences from escalating.  

Occasionally kids will be kids but for the most part it has been a very good positive year so far 

and we expect it to continue. 

 

Mr. Jeffrey Beck – 25540 Chatworth.  I read with great interest the article that appeared in the 

News Herald last week discussing the findings and making recommendations for the old 

Holzheimer’s/US Bank properties.  The recommendation is that this property be developed into 

lower income apartments for ages 55 plus.  Immediately after reading this I thought it was a joke.  

I looked for the punch line but there wasn’t anything else.  I then realized the joke is on the 

residents.  We already have several complexes in Euclid that offer low income seniors a place to 

live that have space available.  We have 100 Richmond Place, Gateway, Indian Hills, Hilltop 

Village, even Benton Village.  We don’t need more.  It makes me wonder that this land may 

have been promised to a specific development to build more Section 8 housing on the south side 

of Lake Shore and hopefully this study wasn’t catered to that end. The last thing this city needs is 

more low income apartments.  The brain trust in this city needs to find another use for this land, 

a use that will benefit and help revitalize this city. 

 On another note, I would like to thank the outgoing Council people for their service to the 

city also.  Councilman Van Ho congratulations on your retirement, you’re leaving your ward in 

very able hands.  Councilman O’Hare, I hope we haven’t heard the last from you, please stay 

active.  Councilman Lynch, I know you’re onto bigger and better things and I look forward to 

helping you get there.  To everyone, have a great holiday season and we’ll see the rest of you 

next year.  Thank you. 

 

Mayor Cervenik – Maybe I misunderstood the speaker but it sounded as if there was some belief 

that the administration has already promised that land for someone to build what was suggested 

by the professional and if that is the case, I’m offended and it is the farthest thing from the truth. 

 What we did is bring a professional planner in to make suggestions as to what he thought 

would work there.  Nothing is set in stone.  The administration has no promises of use for that 

property at all right.  What we want to do is bring it back to some type of productive use and the 

conversations are just beginning, not ending.  Thank you. 

 

President Holzheimer Gail – Seeing no other comments, we’ll move forward with Council 

Members’ Comments. 

COUNCIL MEMBERS’ COMMENTS 

Councilwoman Scarniench – Merry Christmas and Happy and Healthy New Year to all the 

residents in Euclid.  I’m going to defer to my colleagues and let them speak.  Congratulations on 

the new baby, I know you will spend a lot of time with the grandkids.  Councilman O’Hare 

please don’t go away.  We need you with our housing.  Councilman Lynch, I look forward to 

your endeavors on statewide office.  Good luck to you and that’s it for tonight. 

 

Councilwoman Jones – Thank you to the Fire Dept., we had two fires in Ward 3 just recently, the 

one in Euclid Ave. with the duplex home and the one on Brush in the apartment complex.  The 

one on Brush, I was able to see the actions of the firefighters for that incident because I happened 

to be coming down the street when they were going to the fire.  I want to say thank you to the 

dedication in getting the fire out as quickly as they did and getting those victims, the one lady 

was rescued off the balcony and rescuing those that were still in their units.  Luckily there wasn’t 

anybody who had a severe injury, I think there was one dog that had a little scratch on its head 

but that was about it. The Euclid apartments have been working in getting the residents relocated 

into other areas, so I want to thank the Red Cross for reaching out and placing those residents in 

hotels until the Euclid apartments can get them relocated.   



I want to say thank you to the Fire Dept. for all the work they did and thank you Chief to 

the Police Dept. because there were police officers on hand at that time as well and they were 

answering questions for those people who were walking by and trying to get through.  Thank you 

for keeping the scene professional and working scene as well.  

Merry Christmas, Happy Kwanza, whatever holiday that you celebrate and please 

remember the safety tips that were reviewed earlier today.  They’re on the website as well.  This 

is the time of season where people get together with families if they have families, but there’s 

also a time where some people go into depression because they don’t have families or funds to 

do what they want to do.  I want to say not just today but it should be on a regular basis to reach 

out to your neighbors that maybe inbound or seniors that maybe inbound that can’t get out and 

can’t get around or maybe don’t have family members to reach out to them as well.  Just knock 

on their door to see if they need anything for the holidays.  This is also the time of year, we’re in 

Cleveland, when you never know, we could have a snowstorm today and it could be sun shiny 

the next day.  Getting around and about maybe difficult as well. 

Welcome to Fusion Fitness which is located in the Richmond Euclid Plaza.  They’ve 

been in there for maybe almost a month now but it is a new fitness place.  They’re open to 

anyone who wants to take advantage of the programs they have to offer.  This is December and 

what does everybody usually have for Resolution is to lose weight or get on a fitness program.  

Fusion Fitness is more than welcome to get you on a fitness program. 

Welcome to Mitchell’s.  Many of you may have noticed the sign change at 24900 Euclid 

Ave.  It used to be the Vibe, it is now called Mitchell’s.  It is a new owner that took over almost 

two months ago and has done a lot of renovation inside and outside and look forward to many 

improvements coming up.  In the past with the previous owner and previous management, this 

was a problem location.  I’m sure the Police Chief can attest to that but since the new owner has 

taken over and I’ve talked to some of the police officers that have frequented that location in the 

past, there haven’t been any incidents or problems at that location.  I welcome the new business 

owner for Mitchell’s and hope you take the opportunity to check them out.  They have live jazz 

on a regular basis, Thursday, Friday, Saturday.  If you like smooth jazz or jazz music, they have 

something for your pleasure.  I just want to wish everybody a happy holiday and I want to say 

happy holiday to my 100 Richmond Plaza Euclid Hill Villa residents.  I know they’re planning a 

special New Year’s Eve party so I want to say have a good time and they are already inside their 

surroundings so I’m sure they will.  Happy Holiday to all the residents of Euclid whoever maybe 

listening. 

 

Councilman Lynch – The one point of policy in my last comments that I did want to state and 

reiterate for Council and the Administration is to continue the renewed sense of urgency towards 

capital projects.  We’re in a very unique time in history with the County devaluation from 2012 

where the City of Euclid although was quite conservative in what it was doing with the bond 

retirement fund and capital projects that we were doing, overnight because of the Constitutional 

limitations of municipal debt, had the rug pulled out from under it.  That with what is going on 

with the housing crisis, the economic downturn and the one-two punch, the second being the 

punch of State cuts which are about $3 million every year that the City of Euclid is forced to 

make up has made one of the core services of a city which is building our roads and doing 

development and buildings made it very, very difficult.  I hope the policy discussions that came 

up during the budget in these last couple of weeks has helped us move towards that. 

 This next Council and Administration currently as well are going to have tough decisions 

to make and decide how we make some very impressive and exciting projects, meaningful 

projects for the City of Euclid, how are you going to make it a reality.  I’m going to continue to 

help and fight for that.  But that’s going to be one of the core policy points of the City for years 

to come.  I already had my moment on the floor so I’ll just add again, thank you and God bless 

the City of Euclid. 

 

Councilman McLaughlin – I hope the incoming councilmen to the left and right of me is as 

forgiving as you two gentlemen have been for me.  No comments, I’m anxious to get home and 

fix my heat.  Thank you. 

 

Councilman O’Hare – Will do a couple of things a little bit differently with your leave and as 

long as somebody is ready for that too.  It was mentioned about inspiration at budget meetings.  

What have we all become if we get inspired at budget meetings?  That’s actually pretty good.  

Some of you know that my genealogy is I’m half Irish and I’m half German.  You’ve got mixed 

up in me, you’ve got Thornton, Dickard, Bertling, O’Hare and that’s all well and good. But, I 

also have a philosophy and this came up from Director Stephens.  I kept little tic marks here.  As 



he was going through his budget presentation, he must have used the word philosophy about five 

times.  Clearly he was a philosophy major in college.  It came up more times and believe it or not 

afterward it came up with others as well. 

 I mention Irish and German and I have a philosophy too that none of that really matters.  

What matters is who you are now.  It is nice, it is fun, it is part of your heritage but what matters 

is where you are now and where you’re going.  

 Speaking of Mr. Stephens I’ll get right to that and I have other comments that I’ll send 

out via email, we’ve got a couple of different lists and they’ll go out that way.  Believe it or not, I 

was a pretty good arm wrestle in grade school.  I was really pretty good for my size and I was 

even smaller back then.  Director Stephens, if you could.  I have a score sheet, the Finance 

Director here, he’s pretty good with numbers and we have Councilwoman Jones, you’re pretty 

good with numbers and the Clerk of Council can read off our instructions in how we’re going to 

do this.  By the way, this is only going to take ten seconds. 

 

Clerk Cahill – Those competing should stand toe to toe, shake their hands and keep their hands 

grasp in a neutral zone.   

 

President Holzheimer Gail – The object is to earn as many points as possible in ten seconds. 

 

Clerk Cahill – To ensure accuracy one member of the administration and one member of council 

will keep score. 

 

President Holzheimer Gail – A point is earned when one participant’s elbow passes his or her 

hips. The participants must then return to the neutral position before any new points can be 

earned. 

 

Councilman O’Hare – How many points were scored? 

 

Councilwoman Jones – Three. 

 

Councilman O’Hare – Can you read the yellow part again? 

 

President Holzheimer Gail – The object is to earn as many points as possible in 10 seconds. A 

point is earned when one participant’s elbow passes his or her hips.  The participant must then 

return to the neutral position before any new points can be earned. 

 

Councilman O’Hare – Ten seconds again.  Councilman McLaughlin is trying to make the point 

that I scored one more.  The point is not that.  It is a lot more interesting to do with a group of 

100 people all doing it because they will all be going crazy, people will be falling over.  Nineteen 

or twenty.  The point is when you work together the idea is scoring points, the idea is to move 

things along.  It is not really one person, Mac you did score the three, I agree.  It is not just 

administration and Council, it is all the partners, Ad Hoc, Finance Committee, Chamber of 

Commerce, Housing Task Force, number of different people.  When we work together and 

there’s the handshake and the agreement and nobody is a push over, one against the other.  As far 

as Mac, I am a pushover as far as that goes.  But it is the give and take, both sides have to win in 

order to score the most points.  Thank you very much and I’ll be sending out an email. 

 

Councilman Langman – I just want to wish everyone a very Happy and Festive Christmas and a 

safe New Year.  The best of luck to Scott, Jim and Greg, I’ve enjoyed working with each of you.  

We’re looking forward to the next term which starts January 1st, we’ve got a lot of work to do.  

Have a wonderful holiday season and we will see you soon. 

 

Councilman Van Ho – I’m not even going to try to top Councilman O’Hare.  I just want to say 

Happy Holidays, Christmas, New Year’s, and urge everybody to drive safe so we don’t have to 

have our police and EMS out during the holidays.  Other than that, it has been fun these five 

years as well as rewarding.  You’ll hear from me occasionally.   

 

President Holzheimer Gail – We will have the Swearing in Ceremony for the new Council 

members and some returning council members will be Sunday, December 29th at 3 PM here in 

Council Chamber.  Everyone is welcome.   

 

 



 We will be having a Work Session for the Council Elect and returning Council members 

this Wednesday at 6:30 and that should be the last meeting we have this year.  We need to 

discuss Committee Assignments and some other council ways we’re going to do things, there’s 

been some suggestions for how to alter that.  We’ll discuss those Wednesday 6:30 here.   

 I would like to thank all three of our outgoing Council members, it has been a pleasure 

and honor to work with all of you.  Councilman Lynch, I really enjoyed the World Café concept 

and your commitment to engaging residents in a new and different way.  Your focus on bringing 

the younger perspective and involving them in a new way has been really nice to see so I 

appreciate that. Wish you well in your future endeavors and I’m sure we will see you active 

throughout Euclid and our commission to be named and other avenues.  I appreciate the 

opportunity to work with you.  Thank you. 

 Councilman O’Hare as expected tonight, you bring wit and lots of good analogies and 

stories to help make the point.  That’s been fun, I appreciate that about you.  Not knowing where 

you were going, my thought was how you look at things.  Since your elbow went one way and 

passed your hips, Director Stephens passed his as well.  I was thinking that while we said there 

was only three points, there probably were six points.  Just depends on how you look at it, 

looking at the positive perspective. 

 The pop up party for the knock down of the vacant home was fun complete with pop tarts 

and residents to celebrate the house that was knocked down.  I really appreciate your creativity 

and your hard work and your roll up your sleeves.  Meeting you for coffee but then being told, 

no, get in the car we’re going for a ride to look at some of the things you’ve been dealing with.  I 

appreciate that and I do know we will see you again in other areas of involvement but it has been 

a pleasure and honor to work with you.  Thank you for your service to Ward 6 and the City of 

Euclid. 

 Councilman Van Ho, worked with you a little bit longer and appreciate all of your hard 

work, your commitment to the ward meetings throughout your term was really notable.  The way 

you represented your residents and always kept their issues and their needs at the core of the 

discussions in a calm way but very diligent way when needed.  Appreciate that and wish you 

well in your enjoying your retirement, enjoying your grandchildren.  I know we’ll see you 

throughout the community as well. 

 I look forward to working with Council Elect.  As terms change we have more people to 

work with and new ideas and we look forward to that.  With that, Merry Christmas, Happy 

Holidays and Happy New Year.  I look forward to a productive and hopefully prosperous 2014. 

 

Councilwoman Caviness – I would like to say the Euclid Democratic Holiday Party will be held 

Thursday, December 19th at 7 PM at Mitchell’s, 24900 Euclid Ave., $8 per person.  I would like 

to thank you Chief for the officers who responded to a call on Pontiac last week.  I know they 

responded to a call from the resident earlier that day and from myself that evening.  They just 

came out and diligently went through the home because there was a trespasser there and they 

made sure no one was there in the home.  I understand from Director Holody that house is on the 

list for demolition at the beginning of the new year and that is a great thing for us and the 

resident.  

 Director Holody, I would like to publicly thank you for listening to the concerns of the 

residents and the Indian Hills Association in regards to the Greenway Project.  Thank you very 

much for being concerned about their major concerns of safety. 

 I also would like to share for you for a brief moment because the Euclid Historical 

Society had a holiday party yesterday and I made just the last portion of it but I was able to pick 

up a book that was written by John Williams, he is one of the curators of the Euclid Historical 

Society.  It is a very interesting book so I would like to encourage everyone to take a visit to the 

Historical society and pick up one of the books that John has dedicated himself to writing and 

understanding the history of our beautiful city.   

 I have some cards for our outgoing colleagues and I’m not going to pass them down.  I 

would like to thank Greg Van Ho, I wrote a little something in each one just to thank you for 

everything that you have done for me in coming in.  Greg I thought you were really kind of mean 

when I first saw you.  I learned that you are a big teddy bear and I love your hugs and words of 

reassurance when things didn’t seem to be too easy in the process.  Thank you very much.  Jim I 

love your passion for sustainability and that was something that I was really attracted to in the 

beginning and I hope we can continue that and you continue working with us.  Scott thank you 

very much for your youthfulness, for your passion, for non-violence and peace.  I think we can 

learn a lot from young people.  We don’t always know everything as we get older.  Thank you so 

much for allowing me to get to know you and helping me along the way.  I appreciate 

everything.  With that, Merry Christmas, Happy Kwanza and Feliz Fiestas.   



 

ADJOURNMENT 

Councilman Lynch, Councilman O’Hare and Councilman Van Ho moved to adjourn.  Seconded 

by the same.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Attest: 

 

 

_________________________________  ____________________________________ 

Clerk of Council     President of Council 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


