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COUNCIL MINUTES 

December 19, 2016 

The regular Council Meeting was held on Tuesday, December 19, 2016 at 7:00 PM in the Euclid 

Municipal Center Council Chamber. President Monroe presided. 

Members present: Caviness, Scarniench, Hill, Jarosz, Mancuso, Delaney, Langman, Gorshe, 

Monroe.  

Others Present: Mayor Holzheimer Gail, Kristal Grida, Director Sweeney, Director Knecht, 

Director Stephens, Director Smith, Director Holody, Chief Meyer, Chief Haddock, Paul Beno 

Zoning Commissioner  

 

COUNCIL MINUTES 

 

ADMINISTRATION & COMMUNICATIONS 

Director Sweeney- We have two liquor permits that are on for today and Sargent Arriza did do 

background checks on both applicants. One is Chipotle Mexican Grill, those are out of town folks 

from Colorado and the other one is a local person Jagman Inc. There were no issues with either 

any of the applicants. And I do believe Councilman Jarosz spoke with the proprietor of the 

established minute 525 East 185th Street, and I don’t know that Councilwoman Mancuso spoke 

with anybody at Chipotle Corporate but they both are in good standing. 

President Monroe- Councilman Jarosz any objection to the proposed permit at 525 East 185th ?  

Councilman Jarosz- No objection. 

President Monroe- So I believe the question before City Council this evening whether we want to 

request a hearing and whether that hearing be held in Columbus in or our County Seat.  

Councilman Jarosz motioned to request a hearing so moved by Councilman Jarosz seconded by 

Councilwoman Hill. 

Roll Call: Caviness, Scarniench, Hill, Jarosz, Mancuso, Delaney, Langman, Gorshe, Monroe. 

Nays: Unanimous  

President Monroe- At this time the second question in for the proposed Chipotle, this is a new 

permit application. At this time the question before Council is whether or not we would like to 

request a hearing on the issuance of the new proposed permit. 

Councilwoman Mancuso motioned to request a hearing seconded by Councilman Delaney. 

Roll Call: Scarniench, Hill, Jarosz, Mancuso, Delaney, Langman, Gorshe, Caviness, Monroe. 
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Nays: Unanimous  

 

COUNCIL MINUTES 

None. 

ADMINISTRATION REPORTS & COMMUNICATIONS 

Mayor Holzheimer Gail- We have a number of presentations to begin. I will ask Rebecca 

Wedowski who is here from the Auditor of State to come forward. She has a presentation of an 

award to present to Director Smith and Assistant Director Nancy Fisher if you would come forward 

as well. Each year a select number of cities receive this award so we are very happy to have you 

here to present it. 

Rebecca Wedowski- Just a little bit about the award. The Auditor State Award with Distinction is 

given to those entities that file annual CAFR and the Timely Financial Report in Accordance with 

GAP, as well as receive a clean Audit Report. The Clean Audit Report means that your financial 

audit did not contain (inaudible) for recovery, material citations, material weaknesses, significant 

deficiencies, single audit finding o, or any question costs. This is the highest award the State 

Auditor gives so congratulations. 

Mayor Holzheimer Gail- Thank you very much. This is due to the hard work of our staff in the 

Finance Department so we do want to honor them for their hard work. Thank you for coming out 

we will continue to work hard to get this award each and every year. We defiantly want to do our 

best for the tax payers. A great example and thank you for being here tonight. And I’m going to 

ask Nancy to stand up and if you want your family to join you if anyone would like to come up. A 

big part of why we get these awards is the staff in our Finance Department and a number of them 

are here. Nancy Fisher will be retiring at the end of December after, it’s got to be close to a record 

42 years of service to the City of Euclid. And for those who have been in our Finance conference 

room we have a wall of plaques and awards not quite as distinguished as this one and due as I said 

in part to the hard work, dedication, and ability of our staff in the Finance Department. Nancy has 

been here for 42 years served in many different positions but was really stepped up several times 

to serve as Acting Finance Director, and I know was very helpful to me when I became Mayor, 

and when I served as Council President and Chair of the Executive and Finance Committee putting 

the budgets together, making sure all of our debt is paid, really making sure the Finance 

Department runs smoothly. So Nancy it is my pleasure to present we thought rather than a 

proclamation to hang on the wall we wanted something that you could have and it reads “ you 

brightened our world for 42 years, thank you from the City of Euclid “. In addition to brightening 

our world from the finance side Nancy if anyone has a chance to be back in the Finance Department 

this time of the year is particularly festive because Nancy puts a lot of hard work into decorating 

for the holidays. So we always will remember you for that and I know you’ll we will see you and 

you’ll be back. Please join me in thanking and honoring Nancy Fisher for 42 years of service, 

dedication, and commitment to the City of Euclid, our residents and for that we are forever grateful. 

Wish you a long, happy, healthy retirement. 
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Nancy Fisher- It’s been 42 up and down years needless to say over here, 5 Finance Directors, 5 

Mayor’s over here. But I’d like to introduce my son Don, his wife Terry, my granddaughter Grace, 

and my grandson Donald over here who’s the light of my life over here. I couldn’t have 

accomplished a lot of the things I have accomplished if it wasn’t for the employees of the city 

everybody worked together over here even though they like to call me “The Principal”. But we 

always seemed to get things done and they knew where to come when they had a problem or 

anything. I am very thankful for working with you all throughout these years over here and I am 

going to miss you. And James tells me he’s putting my number on speed dial in case you’re worried 

about that. But God bless each and every one of you and have a wonderful holiday, I know I’m 

going to starting January 1st.  Thank you. 

Mayor Holzheimer Gail- Thank you very much. Thank you to the number of employees from both 

the Finance Department and many different departments. The Finance Department is really at the 

root of everything we do. Nancy has had her hands in making sure everything works smoothly so 

we are forever grateful Nancy.  

If I could as John Banacek to bring forward any of your family and members of the Euclid 

Police Auxiliary who would like to join us and Chief Meyer. I have the honor tonight to swear in 

John Banacek as the new Director of the Police Auxiliary. I will go ahead and swear him in and 

then Chief Meyer will have a few words. Mayor Holzheimer Gail swore in the new Director of 

Police Auxiliary John Banacek. 

Chief Meyer-Thank you. Couple of things about John. He grew up in Mayfield Heights, he is the 

son of a school teacher his mother, and his father was a Cleveland Police Officer. In 1993 he met 

his wife Jennifer, a Euclid resident, then in 1995 they married and purchased a home in the city of 

Euclid where he still resides. In 2005 he attended the Euclid Citizen Police Academy. In 2006 he 

joined the Euclid Police Auxiliary as a way to give back to the community, and as a way to assist 

the Euclid Police Department. He worked under the legendary Steve Haddock where he had 

assisted with uniforms and inventorying of Auxiliary items and equipment. In 2009 he was named 

Assistant Director and helped with the administrative duties and digitized documents and 

notifications brought us into the tech age. In 2011 began working in Corporate Security for 

Progressive. In 2016 he stepped into his current role as Director for retiring Mary Lou Jost. So 

congratulations we are looking forward. The Auxiliary is a huge help and is a huge compliment to 

the Euclid Police Department. Thank you. 

Mayor Holzheimer Gail- We also want to and I know she probably doesn’t want to hear this but 

we also want to recognize Mary Lou Jost who has retired from the Euclid Auxiliary Unit. So we 

just Mary Lou was recognized at the Auxiliary Dinner but we also wanted to publicly thank you 

for your hard work, your dedication to the Auxiliary as well as the Police Department. So I have a 

Proclamation for you that reads “The City of Euclid wishes to congratulate Mary Lou Jost on her 

retirement from the Auxiliary Unit of the Euclid Police Department after of 40 years of volunteer 

service. Whereas Mary Lou was born in Cleveland, Ohio to parents John and Geraldine Lusoski. 

She has a sister Helene, and a brother John. Mary Lou moved to Euclid in 1969 with her family 

and has continued to reside here and serve her community of Euclid. Mary Lou married the love 

of her life Richard Jost in September of 1983; whereas, Mary Lou began her career with the Euclid 
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Police Department when she joined the Euclid Police Auxiliary 1976 later she was hired as a Euclid 

City Dispatcher in 1978 and then promoted to Record Room Supervisor in 1989 where she 

remained until he retirement in 2011. Mary Lou was appointed Director of the Euclid Auxiliary 

Police Unit in 1998; whereas, Mary Lou had many duties as an Auxiliary Officer from house watch 

to traffic control, crowd control, and police ride-alongs. Always there to assist the Police 

Department and Euclid community in a moments notices. One of Mary Lou’s favorite memories 

of her time spent volunteering is when the Auxiliary Unit would do Crime Prevention Week at 

Euclid Square Mall. A police car would be parked in the mall for all the children to see up close. ; 

Whereas, Mary Lou’s passion for serving and volunteering in her community has shown through 

in the numerous awards and commendations she has received over the years. Mary Lou has worked 

under 6 different Mayor’s, 6 different Police Chiefs, and 4 different Auxiliary Directors. On behalf 

of City Council, myself, and all of the Directors I’m happy to congratulate Euclid resident Mary 

Lou Jost on her retirement from the Auxiliary thank you for your years of service congratulations. 

Mary Lou Jost- I don’t know where 40 years went. It seems like only yesterday. When I notified 

Chief Brickman that I was going to retire and he’s like “why?” I said well I can’t be like Steve 

Haddock and do 50 years and I’m not going to be like Bud Lilley who is still working 44 years 

and going strong. I said “I think I’m a little too old to play in traffic”. And Scott says to me,” When 

did you start?” I said “76” and he looked at me and goes “I was 6 years old”. So Chief Brickman 

and Capitan Savage were in high school, Scott was 6, our Sargent Mike Walsh was 3. So when I 

looked for those 40 years I see their smiling little faces and I see the 40 years. But this night should 

be about John he defiantly took us into the computer age because that machine still confuses the 

bejabbers out of me. The Euclid Auxiliary Police Unit is a group of dedicated volunteers and I’m 

sure John is always going to be looking for new people. It’s been my pleasure to serve the City of 

Euclid but its time as my grandmother would say “when the New Year starts you open the 

backdoor so the New Year can come in the front door.” I’m going out the backdoor John it’s all 

yours.  

Director of Police Auxiliary John Banacek- Thank you Mary Lou for the years of help and 

teaching. I do want to introduce my wife over here next to Sargent Walsh my wife Jennifer like I 

said she’s a Euclid resident and grad for her whole life. So when we married I didn’t take her out 

of the city. Like Mary Lou said there are a lot of opportunities for the Auxiliary Police anybody 

who is looking for a way to serve the community, volunteer, help out it’s a great organization, you 

get to meet great people and you’re in the good grace of the Police Department. Like I said it was 

just great that you could help the city out and be there when they need you. Thanks again to my 

wife for understanding when you get the call at 2 AM to take care of a telephone pole that’s been 

knocked down by and accident or whatnot. But let me go in saying be safe. I do want to thank her 

and thank the residents. 

Mayor Holzheimer Gail- Thank you and as you hear we are going to expect 40 years. Thank you 

very much we appreciate it.  

Mr. Chairman I would also like to congratulate some of you saw in the News Herald there 

was a news article Euclid completed its 25th  home rehab using NSP or Neighborhood Stabilization 

Funds at 94 East 212. So I want to congratulate Mary Costelletti and Johnathan Holody and his 
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department. The house is really remarkable the home was fully rehabbed but really a point was 

made to maintain the original architecture and as much of the character as possible, and they really 

did a wonderful job So I would encourage anyone who might be looking for a home to go look at 

94 East 212. This completes Euclid has received $3.5 million dollars from HUD to address 

foreclosed, vacant, and abandoned homes and it’s a way that we’ve been working very hard to 

strengthen our neighborhoods. So congratulations to them. 

I also had the opportunity yesterday to present a Proclamation to Conner McSween on 

earning the rank of Eagle Scout he’s a member of Troop 43. So I wanted to congratulate him 

publicly on that honor and thank his troop and parents and everyone who helped make that happen. 

Also wanted to congratulate the Moore’s and Martina Moore from Moore Counseling and 

Mediation. And Smart Business Magazine each year they have a Pillar Award for community 

service. And what that is is developed by Smart Business Medical Mutual to honor businesses and 

individuals dedicated to making Northeast Ohio a better place to live. And so Moore Counseling 

was one of the Pillar award honorees and so I want to acknowledge them and congratulate them 

on that.  

Last week I had the opportunity to attend the Christmas Tree Auction that was held at 

Gateway by the Ageing Services Network of Euclid. This was the first year they put this project 

together there were 14 Christmas Trees decorated and donated by various by Euclid based or 

Euclid Serving Ageing Organizations. They auctioned off the trees and raised $1400 to help 

support Euclid Senior Programs. So it was a wonderful even one that I hope becomes and annual 

tradition. I want to congratulate the people who helped put that together and help support our 

Euclid Senior Programs.  

Just wanted to also remind folks that City Hall will be closed Friday, December 23rd, 

Monday, December 26th, and Monday, January 2nd for the holidays. With that being said our next 

Council Meeting will be Tuesday January 3rd.  

And I would like to wish all of our residents and businesses a Merry Christmas, Happy 

Hanukah, and many blessings for the New Year ahead.  

We do have a few announcements from Directors we will start with Chief Haddock. 

Chief Haddock- Just a quick reminder as the snow starts to pile up if you have the ability to clear 

your hydrant if you have a hydrant in your front yard please do that. Or if you can help your 

neighbor out that would be greatly appreciated. Thank you. 

Mayor Holzheimer Gail- Thank you. Director Stephens.  

Director Stephens- Just wanted to remind everyone that we will have holiday skates December 

20th, 21st, 22nd, 23rd, 28th, 29th, and 30th. Pick up Sticks will take place noon until 2 PM on those 

dates and Open Skate 2:30 PM until 5:00 PM. So just wanted to make sure residents were made 

aware that we will have Skate with Santa December 23rd 7:00 to 8:30 PM. $3.00 admission and 

children will receive free skate rental if they bring a wish list for Santa. Thank you. 

Mayor Holzheimer- Thank you. Miss Grida. 
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Kristal Grida Mayor’s Assistant- Thank you. The Building and Housing Department I got an 

update. The Building and Housing Department is responsible for the residential and commercial 

structures in the City of Euclid.  I think this is an important distinction I’ll mention often.  We are 

responsible to make sure the interior and exterior of homes and businesses meet state codes and 

local ordinances which focus on health and safety items.     

To date, in 2016, we’ve performed 1,019 point of sale inspections and handled 325 

foreclosures.  A point of sale application is required when an owner wants to sell their property.  

The performed inspection will discover violations that need to be addressed and the seller can 

choose to make the corrections and advertise the sale of their property as violation-free or the 

owner may choose to sell the property as-is and the buyer can assume those violations. 

We monitor Sheriff Sale data weekly to make sure those property transfers complete the 

required point of sale procedure.  Per our ordinances, these transfers have 10 days to be compliant. 

Also, to date, in 2016, we’ve registered and inspected 546 new rentals and 2,599 renewals.  

Rental homes need to be renewed annually and our focus is on strengthening neighborhoods by 

addressing exterior violations.  We have identified a small number of common situations that will 

need to be addressed on a grander scale.  What do we do with an out-of-state owner that won’t 

comply?  What do we do with the long process for Cuyahoga County tax foreclosure?  How/who 

maintains those structures during the long wait?  How/who minimizes rodent issues that affect the 

neighbors?  How/who pays for the general upkeep?   

In 2017, we are committed to holding at least two public meetings on some of these topics.  

We’re very interested in hearing what neighbors and other residents have to say and offer as 

possible solutions and we’re equally anxious to provide as much clarity as possible about the codes, 

ordinances and constitutional rights that govern our work. 

I’m confident in this – Joe O’Donnell and I have made sweeping improvements in the 

Building and Housing department in 2016.  Most of these have been done with the staff in 

supporting processes they’ve been requesting for a long time.   

We’ve also made some staff changes and are happy to announce that we’ve added Danielle 

DeSico to our inspector team.  Danielle is training right now to take over inspections of all 70+ 

apartment complexes.  Tricia Harcher has joined our housing clerk team and is training to take 

over the nuisance process which is a vital tool council passed in 2006.  And Randi Ferritto joins 

us with years of experience on the building side of our business regarding commercial structures 

and specialized residential permits. 

It remains a privilege to be involved with a department that at one time or another may 

have a hand in assisting with 22,000 households. 

Mayor Holzheimer Gail- Thank you. And Director Knecht. 

Director Knecht- I’d like talk a little bit about the storm we experienced starting on December 8th 

through that weekend into the following week. First off I’d like to thank the staff, thank Council, 

and thank the Chiefs for all the help that was given. Fielding calls, sending emails, keeping an eye 
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out, alerting us to situations. The safety forces were a big help, it was very good chance for us to 

work together in an emergency response situation. We learned a lot from it and we will be doing 

debriefing over the next several weeks to take a look at what was good, what was bad, and figure 

out where we can go from here. This storm was a little bit odd for the City of Euclid. Dumping a 

lot of snow in a hurry. It was defiantly not our typical storm, our typical storm is 2 to 4 inches this 

one gave us about 15 inches of snow in 18 hours. That’s a lot more than we’re typically used to 

handling. It brought up a lot of interesting situations, with the highways, ODOT, and the County 

not being able to keep up, frequent accidents, motorists were using our streets to try to get back to 

their homes which created a very interesting situation where our plow trucks weren’t able to get 

to where they needed to be. This is something that is typically not an issue the amount of traffic 

that was coming home on a Friday during rush hour defiantly overwhelmed our streets, many of 

us were caught for several hours trying to get to our homes. I do have to say that our staff did a 

very good job through that weekend of keeping things going. Besides the snow on the road we had 

vehicles that had broke down, Safety Forces had some vehicles that broke and needed repaired, 

our Motor Maintenance Staff did a phenomenal job of keeping everything running around the 

clock. The other Public Service Staff that came in over the weekend gave up their off time to able 

to come in and give us a hand. We had several buildings that were without heat as well as our 

traffic lights on Lakeshore Boulevard. Those lights being LED they did not build up heat so when 

they become snow covered it actually requires for somebody to go up and remove that snow from 

those lights. All these things were defiantly more of a perfect storm than we are used to handling 

at one time, that’s for sure. I do agree with a lot of the residents that I had talked to there can be 

improvements made. We are looking at everything that we’ve done through this storm and we will 

continue to investigate new ways. I invite any of you that has suggestions to please schedule some 

time and let’s talk about them and see what we can do to do things better. The residents that did 

take the time to call in as well as the ones that I did see while I was out I do appreciate seeing 

residents helping the seniors out in our neighborhoods. Making sure that their driveways were 

snow-blowed if cars needed a hand residents pitching in to give cars a push. All those things were 

very nice to see that the residents do take the time to keep an eye out for their fellow neighbors in 

the neighborhoods. The one last thing I’d like to talk about is parked cars. That became a very 

trying situation for our plow driver with 20 inches of snow on the side streets. With cars parked 

on the side streets as the trucks tried to get down it really created more of a mess than it did good. 

When a truck comes down the idea is for the snow to roll off up onto the curb. When they have to 

go around those parked cars the truck loosed momentum and then ends up piling up snow around 

that parked car which can actually last for a couple house lengths. By the time the truck maneuvers 

around the car and comes back in to get back on the curb line so when that car does leave as you 

look down the street it looks like it is unplowed and ends up leaving a lot of snow that then freezes 

and becomes a nice bump in the road which is what we have been battling this weekend and into 

this week. Between the rain and yesterday’s freezing temperatures we went through and salted all 

the side streets yesterday. They refroze again over night and today the salt defiantly was not 

working well as you can see. But we are having a cold spell again through this evening and we 

will hopefully start with a little bit of a hold up here to get these streets melted. Those of you who 

have been down some of the side streets you can see where around the man holes where things 

have melted and created holes actually. Warmer temperatures from the sewer lines coming up 
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around those man holes actually melts the snow and creates kind of a hole where the hard packed 

snow was on the streets. But again I’d like to thank everyone who gave a hand through this storm 

I really do appreciate the help and look forward to any feedback that you do have. Thank you. 

Mayor Holzheimer Gail- Thank you. Thank you Mr. Chairman. 

President Monroe-One quick question for the Director. With the Christmas on Sunday this year is 

there any change in garbage or recycling schedule? 

Director Knecht- No 

Mayor Holzheimer Gail- Thank you that completes our remarks. Thank you Mr. Chairman. 

REPORTS & COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Councilwoman Scarniench moved to receive the Board of Control Minutes 11/28/2016 & 

12/5/2016. Seconded by Councilwoman Hill. Yeas: Unanimous. 

 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE FOR LEGISLATIVE MATTERS ONLY 

Fay Miller- Good evening my name is Fay Miller. I have to give you my address 25601 Zeman 

Avenue. I’m here to speak to number 14 & 15. Ordinance 163-16 and 164-16. I would like to 

suggest that this be put into Committee, simply because great deal of issues involved with this. 

Number one, if this passes you will be taking away for the citizens of this community another 

opportunity to vote. Now they vote for the Mayor, this they would not be voting. The other issue 

is finance. Where would you get the money to pay for a City Manager? I think you really have to 

analyze that find out which programs will be eliminated and if you have to lay off employees. 

Because to pay a City Manager it’s a tremendous amount of money compared to what we’re well 

compared to our budget. So my recommendation and hopefully you put it into committee and 

really analyze. Thank you. 

President Monroe- Thank you. Any others members of the audience like to address specific items 

on the agenda this evening? 

Jeffery Beck- Jeffery Beck 25540 Chatworth. And I was the Chairman of the Charter Review 

Commission. Items 13, 14, & 15 are all Charter Amendments. Item 13 is probably the closest thing 

to a housekeeping issue that we have our Charter currently states if you want our initiative charter 

petition you have to have 10% of the electors of the city. Well there was a law suit filed in Kent 

whose Charter said the same thing and the State Constitution says 10% of those who voted in the 

last general election. And the law suit was decided in favor of the State you can’t trump State 

Constitution. That made that portion of our Charter against State Code. So we have to just try to 

comply with the State Code on that one. You can put that in the committee and take about it but I 

mean it’s probably the closest thing you’re going to come to a housekeeping issue on Charter. 

Items 14 & 15 Charter Review (inaudible) discuss these issues mostly this year and I’m looking 

forward to hearing the discussions on that. I echo formal Councilwoman Fay Miller’s request to 

put this into committee I’m guessing Executive and Finance Committee would be the proper 
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Committee to put this in. And I did speak with Ken Filipiak which is the City Manager of Mentor. 

And he we couldn’t get him together with our schedules to come and speak with us we did speak 

with the Cleveland Heights people. But he agreed that if you have a Committee with the proper 

notice he’d be more than happy to come and appear. He now is the City Manager of Mentor and 

has been for a while, he is also the Northeast Ohio Representative of the International City and 

County Manager’s Association so he’s got a lot of knowledge on that too. I urge you to put that 

into Committee and thank you. 

President Monroe- Any other members of the audience who would like to address specific items 

on the agenda this evening? Sir. 

Robert Modic- Yes I am here to speak on behalf of this Resolution 147-16 the redistricting of the 

U-8 of the code to allow for a daycare center at this office used premises. 

President Monroe- I think you were here at our last Council Meeting but for the record could you 

just state your name and your address again? 

Robert Modic- Yea Robert Modic 26410 Lakeshore Boulevard (inaudible). I imagine was past 

sometime back in the 60’s back when daycares weren’t even thought about and home offices were 

I mean were not computers were not thought of neither. So it’s sort of out of date and I’m sure 

Council finds them self-making exceptions in the districting on other occasions. Then we had a 

hearing in front of the Zoning Board we invited neighbors, neighbors were invited also to speak 

on behalf of the reuse of the property. We met with no objection, nobody really objected to use of 

the property. It’s going to be and infant daycare center with average 7 to 2 to 7 years old, and Miss 

Farley is going to the proprietor of that she would be my tenant. In similar situations here in Euclid 

City Council has granted a daycare use in a office building at 26100 back of Brush Avenue and 

I’m hoping they would consider afford us the same opportunity to have a exception to the 

Ordinance for the daycare. Councilman Delaney showed some objection but really expressed no 

real object reason for the objection, reason that he would rather see something else in that location 

than an infant toddler daycare center which I don’t think would pose any harm or objection to the 

area or to the neighbors. So with that I’d like to close and say, ask Council to afford us the same 

opportunities as they’ve done others in the community and allow us to operate a daycare center at 

that location. 

LEGISLATION 

Ord. (167-16) (142-2016) A resolution to appoint and vote Shawna Elliott in as 

Clerk of Council effective 12/6/16 

 

A resolution appointing Shawna Elliott as Clerk of Council. (Sponsored by Council President John 

Monroe) 

 

Comment: Ms. Elliott replaces the former Clerk of Council who resigned effective 12/6/16. 
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Councilman Delaney motioned for passage, seconded Councilwoman Gorshe. Yeas: Unanimous. 

President Monroe- So just to remind everyone our Council Clerk resigned earlier this month and 

we had to find another Council Clerk to replace her. Shawna came in last Friday during the snow 

storm. Councilwoman Caviness Councilwoman Hill and I interviewed her along with Director 

Sweeney and Kristal Grida from the Administration I think we’re all impressed by her attitude and 

she’s a Euclid resident and so that’s another reason. So I hope that you will all join me in voting 

for this purposed Resolution to bring in Shawna Elliott as Council Clerk. So with that Ill entertain 

a motion so moved by Councilwoman Scarniench, Councilwoman Caviness seconded. 

Roll call: Yeas: Jarosz, Mancuso, Delaney, Langman, Gorshe, Caviness, Scarniench, Hill, Monroe. 

Resolution Passes. 

 

Res. (147-16) A resolution granting a Use District Exception to allow 

prospective tenant Natasha Farley to have a child daycare center in a U8 –

Office Building District. 

A resolution granting a Use District Exception, pursuant to Chapter 1375.01(a)(3) of the Codified 

Ordinances of the City of Euclid, to Natasha Farley, prospective tenant, to allow a child day care 

center in a U8 –Office Building District, Permanent Parcel Number 645-19-007, 008, 045, in a 

former bank building, 26410 Lake Shore Boulevard, Euclid, Ohio 44132. (Sponsored by Planning 

and Zoning)    (Sent To Council By Planning And Zoning With Recommendation For Passage)  

 

Comment: The P&Z Commission approved the UDE with certain conditions that must be 

fulfilled.  

President Monroe-Thank you just to remind everyone this is a third reading of this proposed 

resolution. 

A motion for passage to open the debate made by Councilman Jarosz, seconded by Councilwoman 

Scarniench. Yeas: Unanimous. 

President Monroe- This time Director Holody or Commissioner Beno and then we’ll go back to 

City Council. Thank you. 

Director Holody- At this time I’d like that Zoning Commissioner Paul Beno speak to this item. 

Commissioner Paul Beno- The U-8 district permitted useless if applied strictly to this property is 

very restrictive and would constitute a hardship to the point of being the taking of substantial 

property rights. The U-8 District is out of date and was passed in 1967 and has not been amended. 

The office demand has been dramatically reduced by technological changes unwillingness to grant 

some regulatory relief to the U-8 District would constitute would contribute to this hardship. 
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Council has agreed with this principal in 2 recent cases it has granted use district exceptions by 

Ordinance 920-15 for 25701 Lakeland Boulevard and Ordinance 143-15 for 26191 Brush Avenue. 

Specifically the Brush Avenue property is similar to the 26410 Lakeshore Boulevard. This city 

may be ruled arbitrary by failing to give similar properties equal treatment. The U-8 District does 

permit uses which have longer hours and have more intrusive traffic patterns than a daycare center. 

Permitted uses in the U-8 District include fire stations and post offices. Both of these uses present 

a more negative impact on the surrounding neighbors than the daycare use. Permitting these 

intrusive government uses in a U-8 District but not a relatively low impact use such as daycare 

does not reflect a reasonable application of good planning principals. In the Planning and Zoning 

Commission’s public meeting 14 neighbors were given notice of the meeting. One resident did 

come to the meeting of the Commission when this resident heard the presentation he raised no 

objections to the proposed daycare. The daycare operator has had her architect locate the play area 

in a location which protects both the children from any traffic and neighbors from noise the 

children might make while outside. The proposed parking and designated drop off spaces are 

adequate but the proposed daycare should have no negative impact on nearby neighbors. And I’ll 

be happy to answer any questions Council may have. 

President Monroe- Thank you Mr. Beno at this time Council we’ll start with Councilman Delaney. 

Councilman. 

Councilman Delaney- Thank you. This is in my ward and I am not in favor of the zoning change 

and it’s true I did have a brief discussion with the owner at the last meeting. But it’s not as simple 

as just saying something else. I disagree with the similarities between the other daycare centers in 

the same use. This building the setbacks its right on top of Lakeshore Boulevard, it’s very very 

very busy and I’m just, I’d hate to see daycares put in that position where the infrastructure of that 

building was built as a bank. Things were generally built for that kind of convenience, that kind of 

traffic. I don’t see a, I understand where the outside player is to go but meeting the minimum is 

just not good enough. Considering the alternatives that is much better suited for office use. We 

only have to look a few blocks away to see that Hudec Dental went into another formal bank 

building. So I also disagree with the hardship measure that if the correct marking is applied and 

there is more emphases put on those addresses. The traffic pattern that is there very much makes 

it a better location if it’s marketed correctly for office use. We had 3 4 years ago a study done on 

the whole block over there. The residents still have that in their recent memory. Of all the 

suggestions that were put there that they would’ve liked to have seen none of them have come out 

of the city, the recent one being the low income apartments and now this a daycare. So after the 

Planning and Zoning Meeting I did get a few emails of residents close by that object to it and I can 

simply certainly forward that onto you. We also heard from residents at the last Council Meeting 

about saturations of daycares in the city and that maybe we should take a step back and look at 

how many we have throughout the city and some of them may not be meeting of course the 

standards we’d like to see not just the bare minimums. We also had a letter circulated by the school 

board that also shared those concerns or actually came from Doctor Smialek. So I think we really 

got to take a step back I would like to see the city working much harder and try to fill that area 

with designated uses what that infrastructure was built for. Those are the things that are available 

they’re out there we just need to get behind it. I would certainly encourage continue working with 
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this landlord, continually work with the tenant. I’m sure there are places where a daycare is more 

better suited but this is a bad location for a daycare but it does lend itself very very well to a lot of 

the zonings that would offer that kind of building. Thank you. 

President Monroe-Thank you Councilman Delaney, Councilwoman Caviness. 

Councilwoman Caviness- I agree with Councilman Delaney and that we are allowing too many 

daycares just popping out all over the city. Ironically when unemployment is high you happen to 

find that cities that have daycares that pop up all over. It makes it and I’m not saying that this is 

the situation here but a lot of times when a person can’t find a job it’s easy to babysit or open up a 

daycare and that is guaranteed money. What we do have to do I think in our city is to look have 

more stringent rules, look at these daycares, make sure that they don’t have violations from other 

cities and really actually examine them before we give them permission to open. Because we can’t 

afford to have what we call a babysitting business we really want a daycare that educates our 

children that’s what we want in this city. We want on that will transition them into our school 

system and raise our level of education in our schools as well and expectations have to be high. So 

I agree I would not be in favor of this at this time. Thank you 

President Monroe- Thank you Councilwoman, Councilman Langman. 

Councilman Langman-Mr. Beno you mentioned some things in your oral summary that I don’t see 

in the staff analysis. Can you explain what we actually got via the legislation versus your assertions 

that this hardship would constitute if we weren’t to grant the district exception? 

Commissioner Beno- I’m not sure I quite understand that. I’m not sure that I quite understand the 

question.  

Councilman Langman- Well we had before us a matter to consider a resolution to grant this Use 

District exception. Your oral statements don’t match the actual analysis that we received. Now you 

may have sent that along etcetera. But you have made some assertions in your oral arguments that 

basically say if we don’t approve this it’s basically taking a property because the property’s under 

hardship. That’s not part of the analysis I’m looking at. For me Mr. Chairman if I’m going to 

consider such matters I want the full take prior to the third reading. So I know you’re saying if we 

don’t grant this this could provide a hardship almost to the taking of the value of the property but 

it’s not contained in the written documentation provided with the resolution legislation. Can you 

explain that? 

Commissioner Beno- My oral statements are really more of an encapsulation of the full 

presentation that was made to the Planning Commission. And basically what we have here is a 

situation where there is an oversight of the Planning Commission. So there has been a public 

hearing that went into basically the standards for the grant of these types of conditional uses or use 

district exceptions. And basically the applicant made their presentation there with full public 

notification and there’s a recommendation for approval.  

Councilman Langman- My point is Mr. Chairman if we’re going to have dialog back and forth on 

these matters then I would like the full picture presented with the particular piece instead of having 

additional factors introduced. The idea of somehow that this creates a hardship to the point of 
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taking a value which would lead me then to Law Director Sweeney for her evaluation which is this 

is the third reading we’re really not going to get that. Also Mr. Chairman in the staff analysis 

presented to us while it’s true that zoning hasn’t been modified since 1967 6 or 7 years ago we had 

a zoning code update where we looked at things such as campus regulations etcetera. And the 

language used in the staff analysis is in itself subjective. It maybe, it seems to be. That’s not 

compelling to me and to make the assertion that Brush Avenue is the same or very similar to 

Lakeshore Boulevard that’s not a compelling argument for me. I don’t see the actual traffic pattern, 

I don’t see the operator here. So for those reasons Mr. Chairman I will not support this resolution 

thank you. 

Councilman Jarosz- I agree with my colleagues. Just for a little background I was curious if Euclid 

is suffering from a dearth of daycares. So looked around, I went to the Ohio Childcare Listing. 

And for a little context some of our neighbors there are 24 registered Ohio childcare centers in 

East Cleveland, there are 21 in South Euclid, Richmond Heights has 4. You could say well those 

are much smaller than Euclid what about a comparable city. When we go over to the near Westside 

of Lakewood they have 22, Euclid has 83. So I find it very difficult to believe that somehow we 

are in sore lacking of another daycare in the city of Euclid. But I also want to mention too that we 

all talk about planning and creating a vision for the city and I think when we have since 1967 the 

thinking that this is an office space is what is appropriate, that this is what’s proven, that this is 

how we create the vision for what our city to be then to frankly have it somewhat undermined 

rather arbitrarily in the planning and zoning to me is almost antithetical of what we’re trying to do. 

So I don’t see in anyway how this is part of the greater plan for the city or how this gets us to 

where we want to be. You know so with that Im with my colleagues and I will vote no and for the 

record I vote no on daycares in the past.  

Councilwoman Scarniench- I don’t mean to be a broken record but I also agree with my colleagues. 

84 that’s a shocking number to me. We are over saturated in every time a daycare comes up it 

seems Planning and Zoning approves it, they just approved one on Euclid Avenue in an old car 

dealers and I am totally against that. We have to stop and look at where we allow these to be for 

the children’s safety, for the public’s safety, and for what we want to see our city turn into. We 

can’t do anything as it was stated (inaudible) We’ve got to market and if the owners of the 

building’s don’t want to spend the money to do it that’s not our fault. We have to draw a line 

somewhere and I really think this begins the drawing of the line. Thank you. 

Councilman Delaney moved to close the debate, seconded by Councilman Langman. 

Yeas: Unanimous. 

Councilwoman Scarniench moved for a resolution granting a Use District Exception, seconded by 

Councilwoman Caviness. 

Roll Call: Mancuso, Delaney, Langman, Gorshe, Caviness, Scarniench, Hill, Jarosz, Monroe. 

Yeas: 1 Nays: 8 

Resolution: Fails. 
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Ord (138-16) Ordinance amending a sign code change that is consistent with 

the state code. 

An ordinance amending Section 1390.09 “Illuminated and Changeable Copy Signs” of the Signs 

Chapter of the Planning and Zoning Code of the Codified Ordinances for the City of Euclid to 

match the standards set forth in the Ohio Administrative Code regarding outdoor advertising.  

(Sponsored by Mayor Holzheimer Gail)  (Sent To Council By Planning And Zoning With 

Recommendation For Passage) 

 

Comment: This change will make our sign code consistent with the state code. 

Councilwoman Gorshe moved for passage, seconded by Councilman Langman. 

Yeas: Unanimous. 

Director Sweeney- This change to our local code is intending to match the Ohio Administrative 

Code as it pertains to illuminated changeable copy signs. ODOT has regulations that govern these 

types of signs on the freeway. It is 650 feet or 850 feet from the freeway. So ODOT regs??? are in 

place here but we would like to put the same regs in place for all illuminated and changeable copy 

signs for example the city does have a reader board and 222 Babbitt and Lakeshore. So we will be 

under the same guidelines that this code has. I think Councilwoman Gorshe has recommended an 

amendment and I think we need to discuss that amendment. 

Councilwoman Gorshe- Yes this if this ordinance is truly going to align and make our sign code 

consistent with the state than it should talk about that 650 feet away from a freeway with 

illuminated signs. This matter came to be probably in the early summer or late spring with one of 

our businesses getting cited for signage that was too not within our code but then as a result of 

many continuances through Planning and Zoning Commission was brought the attention of the 

Administration that there was a code in the Ohio Administrative Code. Not a very interesting read, 

quite boring actually but I does talk about the ODOT having jurisdiction over signage that is over 

650 feet from the freeway. And I’m thinking with especially the last item we had talked about I 

think we have better things to do with economic development and finding the right businesses, and 

the right places than we do wondering about signage seconds and turning of the message from one 

transition to the other. Whereas: I had mentioned in an email to my colleagues and did forward 

that same email off to Director Sweeney so I’m going to just read it that I would like to make an 

amendment under (a) 130909 (a) where it says the electronic changeable copy sign an electronic 

changeable copy signs when permitted on a lot shall and the change will be if not otherwise subject 

to regulations and enforcement by the Ohio Department of Transportation and Enforcement by the 

Ohio Department of Transportation then go onto say meet the following standards. I believe 

freeway signage is much much different than a sign at Lakeshore and East 222nd. In my journey 

through finding out all about the signs if you for instance look at the Sims sign or even the RV 

sign across the freeway they are much smaller than some of the clear channel signs that we’ll see 

on 271 that or even going through downtown. There was many studies made where the seconds 

will takes five seconds to drive pass a message if you don’t get the message through in that timing 
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thank your message is lost. I think we owe it to our business’s to make sure that we’re able to 

support them in their business here in the City of Euclid since we are a meaning business. Also 

Clear Channels stated that the texting of people in their cars would cause more accidents than a 

sign second changes as you see in the ordinance as it goes through changing the seconds on this. 

So I was thinking that if we’re really going to make it like the ODOT Administration the Ohio 

Administrative Code I felt that it might be prudent for us to do that. For somebody that has a 

Marketing Degree the first thing you do when you’re marketing one on one (inaudible)  And many 

of you probably who have taken those classes they talk about product place price and promotion 

and we should be doing that when we’re looking for businesses. I don’t think we should be 

spending our time managing or timing of signage that ODOT would certainly take care of and I 

thank you for engaging in the conversation. 

Director Sweeney- I do respectfully disagree with Councilwoman Gorshe’s clause that she wants 

to put in if not otherwise subject to regulation enforcement by ODOT because that gets rid of our 

jurisdiction over those freeway signs. I still want to be able to cite if appropriate I’m hoping that 

we are not going to have any issues with the sign with the businesses that have these signs now 

that we have put the same regs in place that ODOT has. The reason I would like to be the enforcer 

primary enforcer is we are right there, we have Mr. Muscatello, Mr. Beno available to cite if 

possible, we have myself and Assistant Director Weymouth to assist in mediating in these types 

of things or prosecuting if necessary, if we no longer have the jurisdiction. And have to forward 

these thing to ODOT I don’t know if they are going to come out and handle it, number 2 should 

they do come out and handle it the business owners are looking at very heavy fines and potentially 

injunctions in shutting signs down. We did get that information from ODOT attorneys. So I still 

would like to keep jurisdiction in our hands and should we not get cooperation from the business 

owners then loop in ODOT and ODOT attorneys in the matters. 

Councilman Delaney- So Law Director what you’re saying is that you prefer to have an ordinance 

that’s more restrictive than ODOT. 

Director Sweeney- No Councilman Delaney it is the same as ODOT. 

Councilman Delaney- Right. 

Director Sweeney- The clause that the Council would like would give us we would give up 

jurisdiction on any of the freeway signs. That I don’t want to give up. 

Councilman Delaney- Well the reason I’m hesitate is because, I think that there tends to be an 

overreach. I’ve seen the sign issues throughout time in this city where businesses are always 

restricted. I look at the advertising aspect as a fundamental part of business. And no one is going 

to try, well I’m sure it happens but rarely do people try to put the best face on their business’ more 

obnoxious or over the top. I think we tend to discourage businesses by restricting the especially 

with the new technology, especially with the electronic signs that are coming. Those are huge 

investments and they only want it to be the best, so I think that you know that we should have we 

certainly should have some issues to save up. But I agree with Councilwoman Gorshe, the laws 

that ODOT have put in are pretty much solid and I don’t know if I they are going out there and 
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restricting more and going after our businesses after the sign is already up. To me it doesn’t make 

sense to continually chase down businesses and retailers activity when trying to advertise. 

Councilman Jarosz- Just a question on clarification. Obvious I think what we want to do is what’s 

the most business friendly and most reasonable. So to be clear what there is nothing more 

restrictive its where adopting essentially the same thing as ODOT. So there’s nothing more 

restrictive the only question is really who has ultimate enforcement. The proposed amendment 

would freeze the City of Euclid from any enforcement at all and bring in only ODOT. Is that 

correct? 

Director Sweeney- Mr. Chairman of the Council that is correct. Our previous vote was more 

restrictive than ODOTS code. We have changed it to make it match ODOT. So we are now less 

restrictive by a few seconds. But yes that clause would prevent the City of Euclid from doing any 

type of enforcement on any of the freeway signs. 

Councilman Jarosz- Would a concern be that if we simply removed ourselves? And had ODOT 

the primary enforcement agent in this regard that ODOT not knowing the businesses not being part 

of this community could come in and actually put more restrictive fines on them than we may? 

Director Sweeney- Mr. Chairman of the Councilman correct that is what the ODOT attorney’s 

advised. Their types of enforcement can include stiffer fines than what we have in our 1390 code 

and potentially injunctions to make them turn the sign off or take the sign down. 

Councilwoman Gorshe- So I would then like to make a motion to add the verbiage in the 1390.09 

as I stated after shall in (a) if not otherwise subject to regulation and enforcement by the Ohio 

Department of Transportation. And then it goes onto say meet the following standards. 

Councilman Langman moved to close the debate seconded by Councilwoman Gorshe.  

Yeas: Unanimous. 

Councilman motion to amend the proposed ordinance particularly section 1390.09. (A) Inserting 

the words otherwise subject to regulations and enforcement by the Ohio Department of 

Transportation after the word shall and before the word meet? In the first line. 

Councilwoman Gorshe motioned to amend the proposed ordinance seconded by Councilman 

Langman. 

Roll Call:  Delaney, Langman, Gorshe, Caviness, Scarniench Hill, Jarosz, Mancuso, Monroe. 

Yeas: 2 Nays: 7 

Motion fails 

Councilman Scarniench motioned for passage of the proposed ordinance as written seconded by 

Councilwoman Hill. 

Roll Call: Langman, Gorshe, Caviness, Scarniench, Hill, Jarosz, Mancuso, Delaney, Monroe. 

Motion passes. 
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Ord. (148-16) Authorizing services for the Euclid Waterfront Improvements Plan 

 

An ordinance authorizing the Mayor or her designee on behalf of the City of Euclid to enter into a 

professional services agreement with SmithGroupJJR for Phase IV (C) of the final design and 

engineering, construction documents and bidding assistance for implementation of the central 

shoreline capital improvements recommended as part of the Euclid Waterfront Improvements 

Plan, not to exceed Six Hundred Seventy Six Thousand and 00/100 Dollars ($676,000). 

(Sponsored by Mayor Holzheimer Gail and Councilpersons Langman and Mancuso) (Referred 

Back To Council by Planning and Commercial Development Committee with Recommendation 

for Passage) 

 

Comment: This is for design and engineering services for the Waterfront Improvement Plan.  

 

President Monroe- Just to remind everyone this is a second reading of this proposed ordinance. 

This was also referred to the Planning and Commercial Development Committee which 

recommended for passage. 

 

Councilman Jarosz motioned for passage to open the debate seconded by Councilwoman Mancuso. 

Yeas: Unanimous 

 

Director Holody- As a brief reminder to Council this engineering will take us to the completion of 

the 100% construction drawings as well as the bidding documents so that we can proceed with the 

next phase of construction of our Waterfront Improvement Project. That includes the construction 

of the public shoreline including the public trail and shoreline reinvestments along three quarters 

of a mile of our waterfront extending east from Sims Park. This item is to be paid for out of County 

Casino Revenue funds as well as remaining fund in our 2014 State Capital Grant and if needed 

Harbor Town TIF’s. So there are no funds coming from the General Fund in order to pay for this 

contract. We are working with our permitting agencies right now and are making very good 

progress with JJR’s help in order to obtain the necessary permits for this project. And with your 

approval tonight we will be in a position to move forward with JJR as soon as we receive positive 

and final feedback from the permitting agencies so that we can be prepared to undertake instruction 

as soon as possible with this exciting project. I’d be happy to answer any questions that you may 

have.  

 

Councilman Jarosz- Just a few brief comments. We did have a meeting, JJR Group made a 

presentation open to the public. We did then suggest as a Committee I believe it was unanimous 

for our recommendation for passage. Back at Council while we are here today and obviously the 

ultimate goal is to get to phase five. But from environmental purposes we can’t do phase 5 without 

phase 4. So look forward to getting this up and going and the sooner the better. Thank you. 

 

Councilman Langman- I support this particular ordinance however as we spend more money on 

the lakefront it does become more and more apparent. We will have to build a marina to leverage 

private investment on the lakefront that would generate the revenues to maintain what we’re 

proposing to build. So as I mentioned at the Committee Meeting we’ve talked about this project 
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for a long time and a lot of it is in the abstract for many many years. Now we’re getting to the 

point where we’re spending real dollars and we’re going to have to think real hard about what the 

final outcome should be. I favor marina the Administration say they for marina because ultimately 

lakefront development in Euclid has to be about leveraging real private investment. That 

investment will generate the revenues to maintain whatever portion of the boardwalk or the full 

boardwalk that we build and peer and other amenities that we have planned along the lakefront. 

So I hope the Administration is continuing their efforts to secure the financing for the entire 

Lakefront Project I’m confident that they are. But as we spend more money that becomes even 

more critical to do. 

 

Councilman Jarosz moved a motion to close the debate seconded by Councilwoman Mancuso. 

Yeas: Unanimous 

 

Councilwoman Mancuso motioned to suspend the rules seconded by Councilman Jarosz. 

 

Rollcall: Gorshe, Caviness, Scarniench, Hill, Jarosz, Mancuso, Delaney, Monroe 

Yeas: Unanimous. 

 

Councilman Mancuso moved for passage for the proposed ordinance seconded by Councilman 

Jarosz. 

  

Rollcall: Caviness, Scarniench, Hill, Jarosz, Mancuso, Delaney, Langman, Gorshe, Monroe. 

Yeas: Unanimous 

 

Motion passes. 

 

Ord (153-16) An ordinance to amend domestic violence as a criminal activity as 

a nuisance 
 

An ordinance amending Section 529.07 “Criminal Activity as a Nuisance; Cost of Abatement” of 

the Nuisance Abatement Chapter of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Euclid to make an 

exception for domestic violence, E.C.O. 537.17, being considered a criminal activity. (Sponsored 

by Mayor Holzheimer Gail)  (Referred Back To Council By Public Safety Committee With 

Recommendation For Passage) 

  

Comment: Domestic Violence should not be considered a nuisance activity as it runs afoul of 

fair housing laws.  

 

President Monroe- Just to remind everyone this is the second reading of this proposed ordinance. 

It was sent to Councilwoman Mancuso’s Public Safety Committee. It appears there was a 

recommendation for passage. 

Councilwoman Mancuso moved to open the debate seconded by Councilman Langman 
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Yeas: Unanimous 

Director Sweeney- A couple months ago we were approached by some students at Cleveland State 

and Cleveland Marshall who took Euclid on as a pet project to take a look at our Nuisance 

Abatement Ordinance and they made some suggestions where we could make some changes and 

one of the changes was removing domestic violence as a nuisance activity. Often times the 

domestic violence victim because of the nuisance declaration at the house has been forced to be 

evicted and the nuisance abated by the landlord. The domestic violence category as a nuisance run 

a follow of Fair Housing Laws. And to be have this piece in committee and the students from 

Cleveland State and Cleveland Marshall came and I appreciate the committee hearing this and I 

think it was good exercise for these students to see how city government is run. At that meeting 

the Safety Committee did have some questions for us on what we do with domestic violence cases. 

Chief Meyer just handed the Mayor a pamphlet she can talk about that a little bit. What I do want 

to say is we do have we do contract with Cuyahoga County, we do have a Domestic Violence 

Advocate her name is Victoria she’s fantastic she does contact every single victim on every dv 

case that we have. She comes to court with them on temporary protection orders and arraignments, 

pretrial, all the way through the sentencing phase, she’s very engaged with the victims, she assists 

us in the Prosecutor’s office on helping to mediate between the defendant or criminal defense 

attorney and with the victim and she’s a super help. So I will turn it over to the Mayor now. 

Mayor Holzheimer- Not much more to add we can certainly share copies with Council if they 

would like. But this is a brochure that the Police Department uses it has helpful information 

numbers and in it both Euclid numbers and County 24 hour crisis services. There is many county 

resources, I shouldn’t say many resources there are county resources, I’m sure never enough 

resources for those who need it, as well as some things about their rights and the process to go 

through. So our Police are very supportive they offer assistance where they can and appreciate 

efforts of our officers and appreciate the partnership with the County Domestic Violence Center 

and the advocate. Which is grant funded. 

Councilwoman Mancuso- I would ask my colleagues for the entire Council to add their name to 

this it is an important change in our ordinances that will help protect the victim at a time when 

they’re feeling pretty powerless, and disassociate the crime so the victim is not attached to the 

household where this is occurring. What we heard that night was very telling where woman 

actually run out of the house because they don’t want the police to know they were in the residence 

where they may be evicted from because they’re a part of domestic violence. We had planned to 

have a second Safety Committee Meeting in January to talk further about this I would appreciate 

if everyone on Council would get not just the pamphlet but some of the information that the police 

officers have so that they can be educated to what we are already doing. Euclid has always, always 

been on the forefront on how we treat our domestic violence victims on the street and then 

thereafter. As I said at the Public Safety Meeting I’ve had the fortune or misfortune to work with 

these people afterwards to deal with them physically and then try to get them connected 

emotionally and the Advocate is a key very key part of this that not every city appreciates and not 

every city reaches out to. So we are doing a good job. We could always do better. But I think it 

speaks well to our officers that they don’t just turn a blind eye or see it for the third or fourth time 
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and start looking at it differently. So again I would ask my colleagues put their name on this so we 

could change this to be more productive. Thank you. 

Councilman Jarosz- Just one quick question. If a situation takes place at a home but the victim 

isn’t a resident but the perpetrator is or the, the occupant of that home is that not domestic violence? 

The only thing I’m trying to get at, if the victim isn’t living there. Does that just become assault or 

some other crime? 

Director Sweeney- It depends on the situation Mr. Chair to the Councilman. We also do charge 

every DV case with assault also, so we have both charges on the docket because DV is for a family 

or household member. If it turns out it is not a family or household member their charged with 

assault or would plea to whatever the case maybe. So assault is considered a nuisance. 

Councilman Jarosz- Thank you I just wanted to make sure that we are not letting potential 

perpetrators off to Councilwoman Mancuso and those students that brought this to our attention 

this is obviously very important thank you. 

President Monroe- Any other comments questions or concerns? At this time I’d entertain a motion 

to close the debate so moved by Councilwoman Mancuso, seconded by Councilman Jarosz. 

Yeas: Unanimous. 

Councilwoman Mancuso moved to suspend the rules, seconded by Councilman Delaney. 

Roll call: Scarniench, Hill, Jarosz, Mancuso, Delaney, Langman, Gorshe, Caviness, Monroe. 

Yeas: Unanimous. 

At this time I’d like to entertain a motion to the merits of this resolution so moved by 

Councilwoman Mancuso, seconded by Councilwoman Scarniench. 

Roll call: Hill, Jarosz, Delaney, Langman, Gorshe, Caviness, Scarniench, Monroe. 

Motion passes. 

Res. (161-16) Authorizing the Mayor to enter into an agreement to have two 

rescue teams merged joining a new team resulting in reduction of to city’s 

annual contribution. 

A resolution authorizing the Mayor to enter into an agreement with the Heights-Hillcrest Technical 

Rescue Team for special rescue services. (Sponsored by Mayor Holzheimer Gail) 

 

Comment: Two special rescue teams have merged and joining the new team will allow for a 

reduction in the city’s annual contribution.   

President Monroe- At this time I’d entertain a motion for passage to begin the discussion this 

evening so moved by Councilwoman Mancuso, seconded by Councilwoman Scarniench. 
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Yeas: Unanimous 

Mayor Holzheimer- Thank you Mr. Chair, Chief Haddock will address this item. 

President Monroe- Okay Chief. 

Chief Meyer- The Euclid Fire Department has been a member of the Heights Area Special Rescue 

Team since 2008. This team responds to low frequency, high risk emergencies such as structural 

collapse fine space entry, trench rescue, high angle rope rescue, and swift water rescue. Ten 

members of the Euclid Fire Department train with members of the following department South 

Euclid, Cleveland Heights, University Heights, Beachwood, and Shaker Heights. The Heights 

Area Special Rescue Team is combing with the Hillcrest Technical Rescue Team and this team 

consists of members from Lyndhurst, Beachwood, Gates Mills, Highland Heights, Mayfield 

Village, Highland Heights, Pepper Pike, Richmond Heights, Willoughby Hills. The team name 

will be Heights Hillcrest Technical Rescue Team. This merger will provide technical rescue 

services to 14 communities the benefits of this merger will included, standardization of operating 

procedures, reduction in apparatus and equipment costs, even distribution of resources, reduction 

in operating costs, redistribution of annual operating costs, opportunity to reduce overtime costs, 

increased ability to obtain outside funding, and the ability to participate if future projects and 

collaboration. The Euclid Fire Department will also receive, and the City of Euclid will also 

receive dive rescue capabilities as a part of this merger. So the City of Euclid’s annual based fee 

is derived from a formal that includes (inaudible) Acres, census population, and assessed 

evaluation. In 2016 the City of Euclid payed $12,630 to belong to this team. After the merger the 

proposed annual base contribution for the city of Euclid will be $75,000 it will be a decrease of 

$5,130 and it will go a couple hundred dollars over the next six years. Are there any questions? 

President Monroe- Thank you at this time I’d entertain any questions, comments or concerns 

Council Members. Seeing none.  I’d entertain a motion to close the debate. 

Councilwoman Mancuso moved to close debate, seconded by Councilwoman Hill. All in favor. 

Yeas: Unanimous.  

Thank you. Madam Clerk could you please call the roll as to the proposed resolution. 

Roll Call: Jarosz, Mancuso, Delaney, Langman, Gorshe, Caviness, Scarniench, Monroe. 

Motion passes. 

Ord. (166-16) An amendment that prohibits all individuals from possessing or 

altering a replica firearm. 

  An ordinance amending Section 571.15 of the Weapons and Explosives Chapter of the General 

Offenses Code of the Codified Ordinances for the City of Euclid to prohibit all persons from 

possessing or altering a replica firearm. (Sponsored by Mayor Holzheimer Gail) 
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Comment: This amendment prohibits all individuals, not just minors, from possession or 

altering a replica firearm. 

 

President Monroe- I believe this is a first reading of this proposed ordinance. At this time I’d 

entertain a motion for passage to begin the discussion this evening. 

 

Councilman Langman moved for passage, seconded by Councilwoman Gorshe. 

 

Yeas: Unanimous. 

 

President Monroe- Mayor, Director? 

 

Mayor Holzheimer- Chief Meyer can address this one. 

 

Chief Meyer- The Euclid Police Department has been experiencing an increase in crimes involving 

the use of replica firearms portrayed to be authentic firearms. These crimes are being perpetrated 

by juveniles and adults alike. Additionally, our officers are encountering juveniles and adults 

processing these replica firearms and we want to any potential deathly confrontation between 

officers and these individuals. Our currents ordinance pertaining to possession of such firearms is 

only applicable to juveniles those under 18 years of age and not adults. The Euclid Police 

Department would like to see this change so that possession section of the statute applies to both 

juveniles and adults. Also there is current legislation in the Ohio Legislator referred to House 

Committee that may outlaw these types of firearms. Thank you. 

 

Councilwoman Caviness- To the Chief I have several questions about this ordinance. One is, what 

are the specific goals that you see for the Police Department itself? I mean why did you want this 

change? 

 

Chief Meyer- Well due to the increase I had our Kate McLaughlin our Crime Analytics individual 

look this up and so far in 2016 we’ve had 48 replica firearms that were indicated in out TAC 

records management system. Of those 16 of those were listed with adult suspects and 14 with 

juvenile suspects, the other 18 were unknown. We’d like to try to dissuaded juveniles and adults 

alike from possessing and carrying these types of firearms. Particularly what we are running into 

where there carried in a manner that there pushed down the front of their pants, that there 

concealed. These firearms are unfortunately being used in aggravated menacing’s, there being used 

in robberies, and additionally our officers are encountering these individuals who are carrying 

these weapons or these replica weapons in a manner that doesn’t serve any other purpose. Many 

of these individuals are taking off the red the red tips at the end, or they’re repainting them to look 

and they seem to like the weapons that look more authentic. So we’re just trying to that we don’t 

theirs aren’t a lot of citations for these types of offensives for adults. But we’d like to have this as 

a tool to address this and try to dissuaded folks from this behavior. 

 

Councilwoman Caviness- I have a couple more questions. I know I’m thinking about this being 

Christmas time and a lot of our kids especially the boys may receive these toys as gifts. And I 

recall a few months ago in one of the schools where I worked we actually round a replica gun in a 

book bag in the classroom where I was and the teacher had to run it down to the office and they 
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suspended the young man and everything. We had to make sure it was a replica and not a real one. 

But I’m just wondering how we’re going to disseminate the information throughout our 

community to make sure that everyone is aware of this ordinance change. My other question is if 

someone does have a replica where can it be used? Are there restrictions on where it can be used 

and where it cannot be used? Because on private property in their home could they use it? We’re 

not restricting them from there. But how far from their property are we then saying that they could 

be before they will be charged with something? And also besides the penalty being a misdemeanor 

are there any is there any dollar assigned to that when they are charged with a misdemeanor? I 

think that’s all the questions I have right now. 

 

Chief Meyer- I’ll try to remember all of those, I’ll defer to Law Director Sweeney. With any of 

the misdemeanors the fine schedule is set, and it’s similar to any of the other misdemeanors. It’s 

more about the manner of carry. I think everybody’s reasonable. You know to have that to possess 

it in a home is something completely different. To have it carried appropriately but I don’t bringing 

into the school or having it crammed down the front of your pants or in the back being held in your 

waist band and then to have it used later in menacing you know where they’re pointing the firearm 

or to use in these other crimes we’d like to have just additional consequences for those rare 

circumstances where we are seeing it. There’s a big difference between somebody who’s getting 

this and playing with it at the house, and there’s a between that and what we are seeing on the 

streets. So I don’t know if that clarifies that enough but it’s those types of things. We I can just 

think of one particular one of our OVI check points and one of the individuals and he was a this 

was a adult who came through and he had the replica and I don’t know what he was thinking but 

he had it clinched in his hand as the officers approached the door and our officers used quite a bit 

of restraint so there was no there were no firearms discharged or anything of that nature. But it’s 

that kind of thing that we’re looking to the things that don’t make any sense. This isn’t about 

playing cops and robbers, this isn’t about you know the general just having it in the home and it’s 

kind of a collector’s item or a toy. These are weapons that they’re that some individuals are using 

a portraying in a manner that would lead people to believe that these are authentic firearms. 

 

Councilwoman Caviness- Okay. And my one question that I think is important also, since we’re 

changing it and actually striking out underage 18 years old , under 18 years of age and we are 

including everyone how do we disseminate this information or what is your plan to disseminate 

the information throughout the city? 

 

Chief Meyer- Well at this point this now is going to deal with adults so if it was the other direction 

I would communicate it with the schools. We can certainly put it on our website but it’s for adults 

to know what our laws are and that’s incumbent upon them. And I think that in these particular 

cases to again somebody whose older and just likes collecting these sorts of these things and having 

in the home or transporting them in a way in the car that is not nefarious that is not or its put down 

the front of their pants or its being used in a situations where had menacing and the police show 

up and this individual has one of these firearms on them or where they get a suspicious activity 

where somebody appears to be casing a store or something of that nature. In their contact with that 

individual they find them with one of these kinds of weapons. But it’s certainly something that we 

could make known on our webpage and hopefully get the word out. 

 

Councilwoman Caviness- Alright thank you Chief. 
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President Monroe- And what I’m thinking on this is maybe just this evening a first reading we can 

all kind of digest it see if well we’ll see maybe there’s more interest in moving along. 

Councilwoman Scarniench. 

 

Councilwoman Scarniench- If I remember correctly back in my mind I was the one that sponsored 

this legislation some years ago. We had much discussion about it I don’t know why we didn’t 

make it including the adults at that time, so I’m in total support of this it needs to happen. These 

folks that do this maliciously, they change the look of these guns so you can’t tell that they’re not 

real, it needs to take place before someone really gets hurt by it. So I’m in total support of this. 

 

President Monroe- Thank you. Councilwoman Hill. 

 

Councilwoman Hill- Defiantly understand why we would have the ordinance. We obviously 

wouldn’t want another Tamir Rice situation to take place. I guess my question is it just leaves a 

lot to be assumed because I hear well if it’s not in menacing if they’re not using in menacing way, 

if they’re not carrying it a certain way, but it doesn’t really spell that out in the ordinance. Is there 

any way we can add that verbiage so that it’s spelled out? Because I would hate for let’s say we 

have a family that’s coming back from their campground and they have these weapons in the 

backseat or in a trunk or whatever and for whatever reason their car is searched, well the way the 

ordinance reads if you possess it then you’re in violation, even though I don’t have it in a menacing 

way, I’m not threatening anyone with it. Clearly they’re legal to be sold because they’re on the 

shelves of Walmart every time I go in. So I’m just wondering can we get it where the verbiage 

specifically states if you have it in this manner so that there is a distinction. Or my other thought 

is someone who has a lot of land in their backyard and they’re back there with their kids and 

they’re shooting these guns at their beer cans or whatever, the neighbor has a problem with it they 

call I know that the ordinance said that they can’t possess these items can you come up here. I’m 

just thinking of the grey area that could come into play. 

 

Chief Meyer- Well the verbiage, you would be in absolute violation for a pellet gun or a bb gun. 

You are not allowed to discharge any of those within city limits period. So that wouldn’t be an 

issue to have. 

 

Director Sweeney- I’m not in favor of putting an adjective or adverbs about handling it in a 

menacing fashion that is too subjective. The point of this is they are allowed to have replica 

firearms with the orange tip on the end. Should they remove that orange tip and alter it and possess 

it in a manner that it is indistinguishable from a firearm that’s when we have a problem. So if they 

keep the orange tip on it we don’t have an issue. 

 

President Monroe- Any other comments, questions, or concerns? Councilman Langman. 

 

Councilman Langman- Law Director Sweeney does paragraph (a) doesn’t that address’s some of 

the concerns? I mean it’s pretty specific in that you can have it in your car but it’s really about 

brandishing it in a threatening way that a reasonable person would determine. I am interpreting the 

language correctly. 
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Director Sweeney- Yes. Absolutely that is spelled out I think that would be sufficient for the 

Councilwoman. Also I wanted to mention Chief Meyer briefly touched upon it after Tamir Rice 

happened two members one in the House and one in the Senate or two in the House put together 

legislation to completely outlaw replica firearms that is currently in a sub house committee I am 

currently keeping tabs on that. We are just a little bit ahead of the game till the legislator potentially 

outlaws these. 

 

Councilman Langman- Thank you and Mr. Chairman I’m comfortable voting on this this evening. 

 

President Monroe- Councilwoman Hill. 

 

Councilwoman Hill- I’m sorry. I was speaking to part (b) where it says no person shall possess or 

alter that’s what brought up my questions about that because this doesn’t just say alter it says 

possess or alter. Meaning whether I possess it or I make an alteration or am I reading that 

incorrectly? 

 

Director Sweeney- You have to read the rest of that sentence. In such a manner that the object is 

indistinguishable from a firearm. So if the orange tip is on there I don’t think that any police officer 

would believe that that is a true firearm. 

 

Chief Meyer- That is correct Director Sweeney. Additionally when you’re doing things, just not 

removing the tip at all so spray painting to make it more subdued or dark in color and doing things 

in that nature. It’s one thing I understand collect them and play with them but to be in a situation 

where we get somebody suspicious activity report or somebody seems to be casing there and you 

show up and it’s down the front of their pants with the tip there’s not a legitimate reason for that 

to happen. No we’re not you know the Police Department is not going to be targeting going door 

to door looking for replica firearms that things of that nature this is something it’s a tool to use and 

just due to the number of citations it’s used with great digression. We seize a lot more of these 

weapons or deal with a lot more of these. A lot of times we have parents call that want it especially 

juveniles who want them out of the home but a lot of these are seized or we deal with it and there’s 

no charges because it just doesn’t fit that criteria. 

 

President Monroe- Okay any other questions comments or concerns? 

 

Councilwoman Scarniench moved to close the debate, seconded by Councilwoman Caviness. 

 

Yeas: Unanimous 

 

Councilman Langman moved to suspend the rules, seconded by Councilman Jarosz. 

 

Roll Call: Mancuso, Delaney, Langman, Gorshe, Caviness, Scarniench, Hill, Monroe. 

 

Yeas: 8 

 

Nays: 1 
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Councilman Langman motioned as to the proposed ordinance seconded by Councilwoman 

Scarniench. 

 

Roll Call: Delaney, Langman, Gorshe, Caviness, Scarniench, Hill, Jarosz, Mancuso, Monroe. 

 

Yeas: 9 Nays: 0 

 

Motion Passed 

 

 

Ord. 165-16 An emergency ordinance to enter into a contract with MarinerTek IT Solutions 

 

An emergency ordinance authorizing the Mayor to enter into a contract with MarinerTek IT 

Solutions, 33801 Curtis Boulevard, Suite 112, Eastlake, Ohio 44095, for Building and Housing 

software and support, from January 1, 2017 through December 31, 2023, in an amount not to 

exceed $85,000. (Sponsored by Mayor Holzheimer Gail) 

 

Comment: MarinerTek will provide software and support for the Building and Housing 

Department and will expand to other related areas. 
 

President Monroe- This is a first reading of the proposed ordinance. At this time I’d entertain a 

motion for passage to begin the discussion this evening. 

 

Councilman Langman moved to begin discussion, seconded by Councilwoman Mancuso. 

 

Yeas: Unanimous. 

 

Mayor Holzheimer- One of our goals in the Housing Department has been to upgrade our 

technology so that we can moved to a web based system that our inspectors can go out with an 

iPad or some device like that,. We believe it will increase their efficiency, our consistence, and 

would be a real asset to the Housing Department. So Kristal Grida and Joe O’Donnell have been 

working diligently on this project so I will ask Miss Grida to provide an update tonight. 

 

Kristal Grida- On October 18th I provided information for Council on the various building and 

housing software packages for 16 northeast Ohio communities. Housing manager Joe O’Donnell 

and I encourage the Euclid Inspector Team and the Clerk Team to contact the cities of their choice 

and shadow their counterpart. In addition to their feedback we also consulted the report published 

in 2016 by the Case Western Reserve University the Center on Urban Poverty and Community 

Development and the Jack Joseph and Morton Mandell School of Applied Social Sciences that 

focused on building and housing software in those same communities. Comparing it and including 

overall satisfaction levels with support provided by each vendor. The only web based program 

from all of those cities was Gov Q A being used by Lakewood and Berea. The housing portion 

would be modifications for our needs the building software portion was far from sufficient for our 

current and future plans. We held off meeting with MarinerTek until we had some frame of 

reference with other products. We’ve had several meetings now which I’ve kept Council posted 

on and felt confident making this software recommendation to the Mayor. If its Council’s desire 
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for this to go to Committee I would respectively request to be sent to Executive Finance on January 

11th, 2017. MarinerTek is prepared to update on their overall audit and plan for IT as well as this 

software. This would also allow for potential passage in January so we don’t have to delay 

implementation. 

 

President Monroe- At this time I would certainly entertain this going to Council Committee 

whether its Executive and Finance or Building and Housing. I’ll leave that to the discretion of 

Council, but we can have discussion this evening. Councilman Langman and the Councilwoman 

Gorshe. 

 

Councilman Langman- **** usually quite busy *** while the budget related committee hearings. 

So I would recommend that this piece go to Councilman Gorshe’s Housing Committee for 

discussion there. 

 

President Monroe- Are would the MarinerTek people be available for 1-25. 

 

Kristal Grida- I don’t know. I can ask them. Is that okay to do the audit then? 

 

President Monroe- Okay if you could check on that I think that’d be helpful. Is there any more 

discussion? Sorry, Councilwoman Gorshe. 

 

Councilwoman Gorshe- I do want to thank Mrs. Grida for giving us the updates and then updating 

us again this afternoon about not having that multi departmental meeting that looked like it had 

happened. So we’re looking forward to seeing that as well. And I do believe that we will be very 

very busy with what the budget hold for us in the future. So I would like this to go to committee, 

the reason why the meeting for Building and Housing Standards is on the 25th is to make sure that 

everyone can make it and that seemed to be the best date that Housing Manager O’Donnell, that 

Law Director Sweeney, and that Mrs. Grida could make it so that’s why it’s so late in the month 

just to answer those questions. So hopefully we’ll have as you indicated Mrs. Grida a couple other 

items on the agenda for that evening but I really feel it should be in the Building and Housing 

Standards Committee. If you could check with MarinerTek could make it that would be greatly 

appreciated. And I’m really looking forward to that because I really will be applauding and maybe 

we’ll have a when party when new world **** exits this city. So thank you very much. 

President Monroe- Any other further comments, questions, or concerns? At this time I’d entertain 

a motion to close the debate this evening, just on the first reading. 

Councilman Langman moved to close the debate, seconded by Councilwoman Gorshe. 

Yeas: Unanimous. 

President Monroe- Is there a motion on the floor to send it to some Committee? 

Councilwoman Gorshe- I’d like to make a motion to send Ordinance 165-16 to the Housing and 

Building Standards Committee which will be at 6:30 in the evening on January 25th. 
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Councilwoman Gorshe moved to send the ordinance to the Building and Housing Standards 

Committee, seconded by Councilman Langman. 

Roll Call: Langman, Gorshe, Caviness, Scarniench, Hill, Jarosz, Mancuso, Delaney, Monroe. 

Yeas: 9    Nays: 0 

Motion Passes. 

President Monroe- So this will go to Housing and Building on the 25th of January. 

Ord 170-16 An emergency ordinance to enter into a contract with SAFEbuilt Ohio, LLC 

An emergency ordinance authorizing the Mayor, or her designee, to enter into a professional 

services contract with SAFEbuilt Ohio, LLC for the provision of certified building official and 

inspection services for an additional year from January 1, 2017 through December 31, 2017.  

(Sponsored by Mayor Holzheimer Gail)  

 

President Monroe- At this time I’d entertain a motion for passage to begin this discussion this 

evening. 

 

Councilwoman Gorshe moved to begin discussion, seconded by Councilman Jarosz. 

 

Yeas: Unanimous 

 

President Monroe- Mayor. 

 

Mayor Holzheimer- I’m going to ask Miss Grida to address this one as well. 

 

Kristal Grida- On March 16th a multidepartment team was brought together to determine the best 

approach for the services of the Certified Building Official for the City of Euclid. We were 

examining 4 scenarios. In House Building Department, Regional Building Department, partially 

outsourced Building Department, and completely Outsourced Building Department. We focused 

on structure and process changes, increased products and services, and financial projections. This 

team presented their recommendation for to the Mayor for consideration and after weighing all 

benefits and challenges the Mayor agreed with the team and posted a position for our own CBO. 

We had a total of 5 applicants which were screened and interviewed. One candidate met the 

qualifications to be interviewed a second time however he was hired by SAFEbuilt. As it turns out 

he was assigned to Euclid. We have maintained our 15 hour a week CBO from SAFEbuilt since 

2014. This contract also covered inspections that are required and cannot be done by our current 

in house team. Our position remains open and has recently been tweaked however we have had no 

further qualified applicants. The SAFEbuilt contract in front of you was for one year maintaining 

the same level of services, we do have a 30 day out clause should we acquire our own or should 

our needs change. We ask for passage this evening.  

 

President Monroe- At this time I’d entertain any discussion, Councilwoman. 
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Councilwoman Gorshe- I have to say I’m disappointed that this such a specialized service we can’t 

find the right person. So I kind of go back to yea having it still open so we maybe hopefully get 

the right person and we have that 30 day out, I liked that. But how far reaching is it to have 

somebody internally go through the licensures process to become that person, so promoting from 

within? Is that a viable option Miss Grida? 

 

Kristal Grida- The licensing itself I don’t think is the big stumbling block. It’s the amount of years 

of service doing the work that’s required to be able to even take the licensing. So we don’t currently 

have anybody in House that would be eligible for that. You’re welcome. 

 

Mayor Holzheimer- Council President if I could. Councilwoman Gorshe we agree. We’re 

disappointed as well. I mean we put a lot of work into coming up to the recommendation that we 

wanted to do this ourselves. We tried very hard interviewing, we’ve posted it in several different 

places, we’ve posted it at the in the Building Official Association websites, and reached out to 

everyone who we knew. I would certainly to ask Council, if there’s people you come across that 

you, you know if you hear of anyone interested we defiantly are still interested in going that way. 

Whether its full time or part time, I mean we could do part time. In our conversations were there 

other people that do this other than SAFEbuilt.  One of the conversations I had with an organization 

that said really they’re the ones that do it locally they said what you might want to do is exactly 

what you said work on bringing somebody in then getting them then getting them the certification. 

But it’s a long process it’s defiantly an investment in their training and their and it’s a very difficult 

threshold to get to. So that’s something we could consider, and that’s why we wanted to make sure 

the 30 day clause in case we do come up with a better solution. But we do need a COB on board. 

And we have we will be continuing we’re pulling together again a similar team to look at the whole 

process, working with businesses as their coming in as their expanding, existing businesses that 

may have violations is important to our economic development so we want to make sure that it’s 

as seamless and easy to go through but we also with the recent fire in California we realized the 

importance of building codes, fire codes, and making sure that we do hold standards. So appreciate 

your question. Keep spreading the word. 

 

President Monroe- Any other comments, questions, or concerns? Councilwoman Mancuso. 

 

Councilwoman Mancuso- So we have advertising or stopped looking? 

 

Kristal Grida- No it’s still open. The position is still open. 

 

Councilwoman Mancuso- Are we going to advertise in any different places? Or are we kind of out 

of ideas? 

 

Mayor Holzheimer- We can certainly consider. It’s important to have the Ohio Building Code. We 

did have somebody who we interviewed that was from outside the DC area who had previous 

experience in Northeast Ohio that (inaudible) Building Officials Council of something has a 

national reach, we’ve done the local one of that, we’ve done the national one of that. We’ve looked 

at you have to pay for other ones. Who we’ve looked in Municipal League and places like that. 

But what we’ve been told by the Building Official that that’s where they go to look for this type 

of job. I will say other communities are having similar issues. Many of them have gone to 
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SAFEbuilt and the Building Officials who are working seem to be rotating between communities 

as their open. 

 

Councilwoman Mancuso- Thank you. 

 

President Monroe- Any further comments, questions, or concerns? I guess in my mind we need to 

have a CBO and it’s the last meeting in December,  so I think this might be a proposed ordinance 

we might want to suspend the rules. I also verified that in that Kristal mentioned that there’s the 

30 day termination which is found in section 6 of the attached proposed contract with the vendor. 

So with that I think if someone were to come out of the woodwork for this position then we could 

certainly interview them and it would go throughout the process. 30 days I think would give us 

enough time. So with that id entertain a motion to close the debate this evening. 

 

Councilman Scarniench moved to close the debate, seconded by Councilman Jarosz. 

 

Yeas: Unanimous 

 

President Monroe- At this time Id entertain a motion to suspend the rules. 

 

Council President Monroe moved to suspend the rules, seconded by Councilman Jarosz. 

 

Roll Call: Gorshe, Caviness, Scarniench, Hill, Jarosz, Mancuso, Delaney, Langman, Monroe. 

 

Yeas: 9 Nays: 0 

 

President Monroe- At this time id entertain a motion to pass the proposed ordinance. 

 

Council President Monroe moved for passage, seconded by Councilman Delaney. 

 

Roll Call: Caviness, Scarniench, Hill, Jarosz, Mancuso, Delaney, Langman, Gorshe, Monroe. 

 

Yeas: 9 Nays: 0  

 

Motion Passes. 

 

Ord 160-16 an emergency ordinance authorizing the Director of Public Service to advertise 

for bids to enter into a contract for labor materials for the Street I & I Reduction Watermain 

Replacement Project. 

 

An emergency ordinance authorizing the Director of Public Service to advertise for bids and enter 

a contract necessary for the labor and materials for the East 219th  Street – East 221st Street I & I 

Reduction  and East 221st Street Watermain Replacement Project. (Sponsored by Councilperson 

Langman by request of the Public Service Director) 
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Comment: This project will repair the inflow and infiltration to the collection system on these 

two streets.  

President Monroe- This is a first reading in this proposed ordinance. Id entertain a motion for 

passage to begin the discussion this evening. 

Councilman Langman moved to begin the discussion, seconded by Councilwoman Gorshe. 

President Monroe- Mayor Director. 

Mayor Holzheimer- Director Knecht can address this one thank you. 

Director Knecht: This project has been a long standing issue that we’re all well aware of on East 

219th and East 221st Street off of Euclid Avenue. The collection system in that neighborhood has 

had tremendous in flow and infiltration for years which has contributed to a lot of basement 

flooding. While we were putting this project together we had also applied to get a water main 

replacement project on East 221st Street from Cleveland Water. We were awarded that money so 

that project will be paid for by Cleveland Water and would be done in conjunction with this project. 

I would ask for passage tonight and if anyone has any questions I’d be happy to answer them thank 

you. 

President Monroe- Councilman Langman. 

Councilman Langman- Director Knecht, former Director Bach*** indicated that when this project 

came up that we could look at perhaps integrating green features into the construction. We’re you 

able to look at that? And if so what were the results? 

Director Knecht- At this point what we have taken a look at because the project itself the pipe 

repair work is all underneath the pavement we have talked about trying to a connector road at the 

end which would be a fantastic place to be able to do a bio swell, because it’s the lowest point on 

those 2 streets. If we’re able to secure the funds to be able to do that connector street loop that 

waterline around finally that would be part of the project that we would like to do the green 

infrastructure at that point cause we would have the area to do and we would have the natural 

drainage to be able to do it in that area. 

Councilman Langman- And who would provide the funding? What agency? 

Director Knecht- We would try for a grant for that work through multiple agencies to see where 

we could secure that money. 

Councilman Langman- Okay and the State of Ohio is the main granting agency for these types of 

projects? 

Director Knecht- That is correct. 

Councilman Langman- Thank you. 

President Monroe- Thank you. Councilman Scarniench. 
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Councilwoman Scarniench- to the Law Director just so we do this legitimately. Am I allowed to 

vote on this? Seeing that it’s my street. 

Director Sweeney- Yes you can Councilwoman. Thank you. 

Councilwoman Scarniench- Thank you. 

President Monroe- I have a quick question. The waterline replacement would be done 

contemporaneously with the ripping up of the street so it doesn’t have to get cut twice? 

Director Knecht- That is correct. It would be the same contractor doing both jobs simultaneously 

so we only had to go through the area once. 

President Monroe- Thank you. Any other comments, questions, or concerns? Seeing none at this 

time I’d entertain a motion to close the debate this evening. 

Councilman Langman moved to close the debate, seconded by Councilwoman Scarniench. 

Yeas: Unanimous. 

At this time I’d entertain a motion to suspend the rules. 

Councilman Langman motioned to suspend the rules, seconded by Councilman Delaney. 

Roll call: Scarniench, Hill, Jarosz, Mancuso, Delaney, Langman, Gorshe, Caviness, Monroe. 

Yeas: 9 Nays: 0 

At this time I’d entertain a motion for passage to the proposed emergency ordinance. 

Councilman Langman moved for passage of the proposed ordinance, seconded by Councilwoman 

Gorshe. 

Roll Call: Hill, Jarosz, Mancuso, Delaney, Langman, Gorshe, Caviness, Scarniench, Monroe. 

Yeas: 9 Nays: 0 

Motion Passes. 

Ord 168-16 An emergency ordinance allowing the Director of Public Service to solicit for 

bids to enter into an agreement with an engineering services company to perform routine 

engineering services. 

An emergency ordinance authorizing the Director of Public Service to solicit for bids and enter 

into an agreement with an engineer or engineering services company for the purpose of performing 

routine engineering services for a period of one year, from January 1, 2017 through December 31, 

2017, with an option for one year renewal. (Sponsored by Councilperson Langman by request of 

the Public Service Director) 
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Comment: This will allow the Director of Public Service to solicit proposals and enter into a 

contract for city engineering services. 

President Monroe- At this time I’d entertain a motion for passage to begin the discussion this 

evening. 

Councilman Langman moved to begin discussion, seconded by Councilwoman Gorshe. 

Yeas: Unanimous 

Director Knecht- Earlier this year at a Service Committee meeting Councilman Langman and 

myself had spoken about our city engineers contract at that point I made the statement that I would 

go ahead a solicited some qualifications from different firms which we have done. Councilman 

Langman and myself have gone through these, the Mayor’s been briefed on them, we’ve narrowed 

it down now and would like to solicit a proposal from what we feel is firms we’re interested in. 

President Monroe- Councilman Langman anything additional to add? 

Councilman Langman- Just (inaudible) we’re looking at 2 firms both highly qualified (inaudible) 

Do they have some exposure to the City of Euclid in various ways, so if we were able secure one 

of them I think the city would be in good standing. Thank you. 

President Monroe- Procedurally how would you anticipate this would go forward if Council were 

to pass this this evening? There’s still the 2, would you come back with a successful bidder. 

Director ????- We could go to Board of Control with that. 

President Monroe- Okay. Any other questions, comments, or concerns? Seeing none I’d entertain 

a motion to close the debate. 

Councilman Langman moved to close the debate, seconded by Councilwoman Hill. 

Yeas: Unanimous 

At this time I would entertain a motion to suspend the rules. 

Councilman Jarosz moved to suspend the rules, seconded by Councilwoman Caviness. 

Roll Call: Jarosz, Mancuso, Delaney, Langman, Gorshe, Caviness, Scarniench, Hill, Monroe. 

Yeas: Unanimous. 

At this time I would entertain a motion for passage of the proposed ordinance. 

Councilman Langman moved for passage, seconded by Councilwoman Scarniench. 

Roll Call: Mancuso, Delaney, Langman, Gorshe, Caviness, Scarniench, Hill, Monroe. 

Yeas: 9 Nays: 0 

Motion Passes. 



Council Minutes December 19, 2017 
 

Page 34 of 49 
 

Ord 169-16 An emergency ordinance amending 16-2016 to make annual appropriation for 

all expenditure for the City of Euclid 

An emergency ordinance amending Ordinance 16-2016 which makes the annual appropriation for 

all expenditures for the City of Euclid for the period ending December 31, 2016. (Sponsored by 

Mayor Holzheimer Gail by request of the Finance Director) 

 

Comment: This is the annual budget amendment for year end.   

President Monroe- At this time I would entertain a motion for passage to begin the discussion this 

evening. 

Councilman Jarosz moved for passage to begin discussion, seconded by Councilwoman Mancuso. 

Yeas: Unanimous 

President Monroe- Okay. Mayor or Director. 

Director Smith – This is the piece of legislation that we talked about at the Executive Finance 

Meeting last week. There are no changes to the ordinance as we spoke of on that meeting. I will 

remind Council that this has to be passed by December 30th and has to be then sent to be submitted 

to the Budget Commission by January 6th. Thank you. 

President Monroe- And I believe this also included the 7 changes. Yes that we discussed in the 

Finance Committee.  

Director Smith– Correct Mr. Chairman 

President Monroe- Okay, I think everyone had an opportunity to ask questions at that hearing. But 

any other further discussion? Seeing none I would entertain a motion to close the debate this 

evening. 

Councilwoman Caviness moved to close the debate, seconded by Councilwoman Scarniench. 

President Monroe- At this time I would entertain a motion to suspend the rules. 

Councilwoman Hill moved to suspend the rules, seconded by Councilman Jarosz. 

Yeas: Unanimous 

Now I’ll take a roll call vote on the proposed ordinance. 

Councilman Jarosz moved to vote on the proposed ordinance, seconded by Councilwoman 

Mancuso. 

Roll Call: Delaney, Langman, Gorshe, Caviness, Scarniench, Hill, Jarosz, Mancuso, Monroe. 

Yeas: 9 Nays: 0 

Motion Passes. 
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Ord 162-16 An ordinance for submission to the electorate of the City of Euclid. 

An ordinance providing for the submission to the electorate of the City of Euclid, the question of 

whether the Charter of the City of Euclid, Article X, Amendments to the Charter, Section 1, 

Submission by Council or Petition, shall be amended to provide clarification of the amount of 

signatures necessary for the submission of a Charter Amendment to the electorate by petition, in 

accordance with the Constitution of the State of Ohio Article XVIII, §§ 9 and 14, requiring that 

the number of signatures is based upon the total vote cast at the last preceding general municipal 

election. (Sponsored by the Charter Review Commission)  (To Be Referred To Executive And 

Finance Committee) 

 

Comment: This was recommended by Charter Review to clarify language for the amount of 

signatures necessary for a petition.  

President Monroe- This is the first reading of this proposed ordinance. At this time I’d entertain a 

motion for passage to begin the discussion. 

Councilman Langman moved to begin discussion, seconded by Councilwoman Gorshe. 

Yeas: Unanimous. 

Again this is a first reading and I think there should be pretty unanimous to send this to Committee. 

Looks like Executive and Finance Committee is the place to start. I have tentative scheduled a 

meeting in January, January 11th at 6:30 so that’s just the scheduling. Mayor do you have anything 

to add on this? No? Anybody? Any further discussion? Councilwoman Mancuso. 

Councilwoman Mancuso- Just a point of clarification Sir. When are our budget hearing going to 

occur? 

President Monroe- That’s a good question. I think we had talked about February 8th in there and 

the first. 

Councilwoman Mancuso- So we’re open in February or we’re open in January? 

President Monroe- Well we’re going to start the discussion. I don’t think there’s any rush at least 

in my mind. I don’t anticipate any special election, unless somebody wants to pay for it. I don’t 

know how we can afford to do that. So I think we had asked the Director to take a look into the 

calendar for getting on the ballot if eventually it goes that way. But I think we had that for the 

general election would be at least June July, I think so. 

Director Sweeney- I do have the 2017 election calendar for Charter Amendments for the fall 

election that is November 7th is the fall election. Charter amendment filing deadline is September 

8th, so we certainly have some time to discuss this. 

Councilwoman Mancuso- So let me reiterate, do we need to do this in January? 
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President Monroe- We don’t if that’s not a. 

Councilwoman Mancuso- That’s the first of the year there’s a lot going on. 

President Monroe- Okay so why don’t we just this evening send it to Executive Finance, then I’ll 

check everyone’s schedule for scheduling at a later date. 

Councilwoman Mancuso- Thank you. 

President Monroe- Fair? Okay at this time I would entertain a motion to close the debate on the 

first reading. 

Councilwoman Mancuso moved to close the debate, seconded by Councilman Delaney. 

Yeas: Unanimous. 

Ord 163-16 An ordinance providing submission to the electorate of the City of Euclid with its current 

Mayor-Council to amend to provide a City Manager appointed by Council. 

An ordinance providing for the submission to the electorate of the City of Euclid, the question of 

whether the Charter of the City of Euclid, Articles I, II, Sections 1,2, 6 and 7, IV, Sections 1, 2,6 

and 7, and V, Section 1 with its current Mayor-Council form of government shall be amended to 

provide for a Council-Manager form of government, to provide for the administration of the City 

by the City Manager, who will be appointed by City Council, such amendment to become effective 

January 1, 2020. (Sponsored by Charter Review Commission) (To Be Referred To Executive And 

Finance Committee) 

 

Comment: This was recommended by Charter Review to amend Euclid’s form of 

government to City Manager-Council instead of Mayor-Council.  

President Monroe- At this time I’d entertain a motion for passage to begin the discussion this 

evening.  

Councilwoman Scarniench moved for passage to open the discussion, seconded by Councilwoman 

Hill. 

Yeas: Unanimous. 

President Monroe- So like the prior ordinance I would suggest we keep these three together, send 

them to Executive Finance at a meeting to be scheduled at a later date. With that I’d entertain a 

motion to close the debate this evening. 

Councilman Jarosz moved to close the debate, seconded by Councilwoman Hill. 

Yeas: Unanimous. 

Ord 164-16 An ordinance providing for the submission electorate of the City of Euclid to 

allow Council to approve of an appointment by the City Manager of the Director of Law and 

Director of Finance.  
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An ordinance providing for the submission to the electorate of the City of Euclid, the question of 

whether the Charter of the City of Euclid, Article V, Section 1 shall be amended to allow City 

Council to approve of an appointment by the City Manager of the Director of Law and the Director 

of Finance, such amendment to become effective January 1, 2020. (Sponsored by Charter Review 

Commission)  (To Be Referred To Executive And Finance Committee) 

 

Comment: This was recommended by Charter Review for the City Manager’s appointments 

of Director of Law and the Director of Finance to be approved by Council. 

President Monroe- This is the first reading of this proposed ordinance. At this time I’d entertain a 

motion for passage to open the discussion this evening. 

Councilman Jarosz moved to open discussion, seconded by Councilwoman Caviness. 

Yeas: Unanimous. 

President Monroe- Again my recommendation would be to keep these three proposed ordinances 

together, send them to Executive Finance at a date to be scheduled in the future. 

Councilman Delaney moved to send proposed ordinances to Executive and Finance, seconded by 

Councilman Langman. 

Yeas: Unanimous. 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE – PUBLIC PORTION 

President Monroe- At this time this is the Committee of the Whole where members of the audience 

can address City Council. Mr. Litwinowicz. Hold on. You can address the City Council by coming 

to the podium, stating your name, your address, limit your comments to five minutes. If you have 

something to submit you ask to do so and we’ll dispatch the new city clerk to pick up the materials. 

Okay? No Mr. Litwinowicz I’m going to call you out of order. Thank you Sir. 

Ron Emser- Greetings Ron Emser 26501 Farrington Avenue. Quite frankly I had oratory put 

together here, but I really want to just ask some questions. Of course everybody was speaking I 

got in here late to hear about the snow story so I’m not sure if I caught all of that. But prior to that 

I made a comment called into the Mayor’s office. I didn’t find the Mayor but I found Linda and 

asked about the leaf collection, and back in the day we used to get our leaves collected on the day 

our garbage was collected. My wife is diligent on picking up every damn leaf and bringing it to 

the curb. And I’m just trying to figure out even though we had a beautiful fall and well into 

December we mustered up no more than one leaf collection. I called up Linda said how much of 

my taxes are going toward leaf collection? She said “well we used to have 40 people now we have 

5” She said “probably 20 bucks”. I said okay well that’s interesting perhaps I could underpay my 

taxes by 20 dollars and there’s my lack of leaf collection here. But I’m trying to figure out the 

solution is not so much how many of these are we getting. If we’re not going to do it, tell us to 

find leaf bags or supply them, or just say this is no longer a service from our city. Mayfield Village 

believe it or not I know a whole different demo there. They do daily leaf collection. That’s absurd. 
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But one spells incompetence to me. So if we don’t have the competent people in there to make this 

happen perhaps we should discuss it or say we don’t offer leaf. Now you get to the part of what 

those leaves look like when the snow plow comes down a smears these things around. If anybody 

saw any of my Facebook stuff, it’s a mess the cosmetic so be it the esthetics. But when we came 

down to this snow storm I work up in Beachwood, got home Friday about 10 pm got stuck 

immediately on Farrington and 260th. Had a neighbor pull me out, I suggest to go around the other 

way to get to my house, I get there I’m in the middle of the street, dead in the water, I do have to 

do some shoveling. Understood we got a whole bunch of snow in a short period of time, but the 

other part of the deal is we were not passable until Tuesday,  Tuesday. I got my car out of the 

garage on Friday because I thought it was passable, but I did some damage the undercarriage of 

my car with the ruts, the ice, stalagmites if you will I mean when everything started melting created 

big dips in the road and the ice you know elevated. So I had some repairs to do there. Just trying 

to figure out our big excuses. We didn’t get state funding for trucks for three years. We had 4 days’ 

notice that we’re going to get some snow, and we had 3 years to understand that we needed trucks 

or that we couldn’t fund them. None of this stuff sounds of competence to me. What’s going on? 

And I’ll stop now, and let somebody explain why we don’t have trucks. You know we’re not 

necessarily in the middle of the snow belt, but we’re close enough to it. So what’s going on? Why 

do we not have but 4 trucks out there that could move that snow? And I’m sorry inexcusable. 

Explanations? 

President Monroe- Okay. Two questions on the floor I’d assume for Director Knecht but the first 

is leaf collection and the second is the snow response for 12-9. Director. 

Director Knecht- Yes I’ll start with the leaf collection. A typical fall leaves star falling the 

beginning of October. Crews are usually out the first or second week of October. From that point 

on as the leaves get heavier the leaf collection gets slower and it’s typically wrapped up by the 

beginning of December. This year we did not start going out until the end of October because there 

were not enough leaves to pick up. We did a few spot areas earlier in October where the leaves 

were falling the closer you got to the lake the slower the leaves fell. We we’re still out picking up 

leaves as of last Thursday morning. That is not the first time around the city but we as I said had 

started in late October. The south end of the city which is where the majority of the leaves fell first 

it takes approximately 2 weeks during the heaviest period to collect the leaves just on the south 

end of town with our current equipment and the amount of crews we have out, We still intend to 

if we get a melt here, continue the collection to get those picked up. It was our intent to go right 

through the end of December and hopefully finish out the city the snow changed that plan but we 

do intend to further collect those leaves and get that finished up.  

The second question as far as the snow. Not making any excuses, 20 inches of snow is hard to 

move no matter what you do. We have at any given time if we have full staff on our Street 

Department we have 22 people. On the given day the snow started with a couple of people off on 

medical leave as well as several on vacation that lowered it. We had to staff that department 24 

hours. That left us approximately 6 people per 8 hour shift to cover the whole city. With 143 miles 

of roads in on direction it’s a lot of territory to cover. We did fully plow the side streets on Saturday 

and into Sunday. We then had to replow them starting early on Monday morning as the rain came 
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down and turned everything into slush making the streets very difficult to travel. I apologize again 

for the inconvenience. The crews were out there continuously doing the best they can with what 

we have. 

Ron Emser- So is there any plans for trucks? I mean I found that excuse to be at best lame. I mean 

I would of just not offered an explanation and to say we’ve been waiting 3 years because the state’s 

cutting our our our tax receipts or whatever on it. I mean that that just hit me the wrong way. And 

then I’m not sure what Linda is talking about as far the leaf people are depleted and we have 5 

instead of 40. But I would say even, even just go and say listen I’m sorry. The superior service has 

slipped a bit, we don’t do leaf collection, we’re going to give you six bags you can fill them up 

and put them on your tree lawn and let Kimble or whoever picks up this stuff. I would just offer 

that the thing is to set the bar here and then deliver down here doesn’t seem very good. 

Mayor Holzheimer- Thank you. Mr. Chairman if I could just add. I do appreciate we all do 

appreciate your comments. I’m not sure what Linda was explaining and where those figures would 

of come from. I will say Director Knecht has done a great job of cross training his department and 

so in and I think the trucks and the equipment and the personnel is not the excuse, the excuse was 

that this was and extraordinary storm. We will we need to do better we are working to do better as 

Director Knecht said earlier after every event after every storm we debrief and we figure out what 

we can do better how we can better utilize the resources that we have. Our residents do deserve 

and expect quality services and we are working very hard to make sure that we get there. In terms 

of leaf collection we are going to be look at every option. This year in the past the city was did 

have the expectation that it would be on your garbage collection day. That we have not don’t this 

year. If you were to watch the website you could see what we described and what we tried this 

year was to start in the northeast, southeast, southwest corner, and moved to the northeast corner. 

We’ve talked about is we need to look at it for next year. But the crews are cross trained so when 

the need is there multiple people are doing multiple services. So I’m not quite sure what Linda 

explained but we’ll work on that. I do appreciate your comments and appreciate the suggestions, 

we will be talking with Council and as you might imagine we’ve been talking with residents all 

week both via email and on the telephone and we do appreciate everybody’s patience we appreciate 

everybody. I think snow storm was a great example of residents stepping up to help residents. So 

we saw a lot of people out helping to push cars, a lot people helping shoveling aprons, and I 

defiantly want to acknowledge that. And thank you for coming and sharing your thoughts. 

Ron Emser- Sure no problem. It’s just that it’s like 2 of the most visible things you guys offer us 

even if we pay no attention to the website. And we don’t get into all the other legislative stuff that 

you guys are dealing with. These are thumps and we look out our front window and see or don’t 

see. So it’d be a good place to start as you know more visibility. Thank you. 

President Monroe- Any others? Please state your name. 

Christopher Litwinowicz- While Distribution LLC 21970 Morris Avenue.  Right here is 2 t-shirts 

for the Law Director, the Mayor, and the Rec Director. These first 2 cd’s are for the police and 

fire. From here it goes to the Law Director the first 2 copies are for the Mayor and the Law Director 

additionally going down the row. Start there. Also Miss Gorshe here is the Council’s copies, please 
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pass into each individual one copy take this, look at it, and pass it all the way around. I only have 

5 minutes unless somebody could speak up now and give me more time. What is being presented 

is a cd that is called Game Time. This is something we want to fund raise for. In the copies of the 

Law Director, the Mayor, and all of Council today is a memorandum with understanding and a 

letter of and intent between Wile Distribution LLC, and the City of Euclid doing government 

business as the City of Euclid Recreation Department. The purpose as scope is as follows. 

Eventually an emergency ordinance to allocate and transfer $65,000 or donation to While 

Distribution as match on a fund raiser whatever we got to do to make it happen. It is to purchase 

100,000 jewel case cd’s with a bar code to wholesale to the Cleveland Indians this is a 

memorandum of agreement. Also we’re in contact with the Cleveland Browns, Cleveland Cavs, 

and so on so be forth. I urge this Council to invest this money we’re talking 3 million dollars is 

something you don’t have no idea how to build Memorial Park. This sorry to be that lame. The 

acritical 2 is the conditions. This a written there aint no clauses, the conditions are set and in the 

memorandum understanding only to fund the project. Okay. It’s how much money you want to 

raise as a city organization. You are none profit organization I’m a prophet. Let’s do business. For 

all future businesses with the business of the future after this agreement we’re agreeing upon 365 

days. So if the time keeps ticking and we cannot produce these albums that is more time that needs 

to be necessary onto another agreement and wasting more tax dollars and more of my money 

negotiating this. Again I urge this Council to look at the opportunities for a profit organization to 

take a tax break within 2 weeks from now. This is in negotiation to collect a million dollar check. 

They cash out, and put it under, while distribution name and we can wait a week or 2. That is 

because a procrastination and when comments are made and asked yes people procrastinated 

because it could have been on tonight’s agenda to have and discuss. So I bring it tonight so we can 

discuss. Again the opportunity to build us a Rec Center, the opportunity to raise 5 million dollars. 

And yes I do have to pay tax on 5 million plus there is a donation for the $65,000 $250,000. So 

can you spend 53 cent and get $5 back right now? Can you supply these kids with merchandise to 

go out there and raise that they do not have to play the programming. They would love the idea to 

get 100 cd’s just to play a sport for our city. Again there’s many opportunities and we need to 

come to the table eventually on a Council Meeting and we also need to be in backstairs I mean 

next door having a Law Director meetings. This needs to happen and there’s a lot of ideas to 

venture off. Also there is an inter position that’s going to be put back I urge this Council to go grab 

somebody and put them to work this year. If it’s not me then put somebody else to work this year.  

Also to that resident that talked about plowing. It’s not the Administration its actually the Council 

no offense that hasn’t allocated or changed their polices as far as what their used to. There is a 

divinable snow coming out and it do get removed properly. So just give this Administration and 

the Mayor another 3 years and your time and your vote and your taxes will pay off. Again thank 

you and I’m just here on a positive not trying to move forward and that’s what we’re doing. Even 

if I got to come to this podium and have to speak when I think that I have already spoken. But 

again Merry Christmas, Happy New Year, and lets do big business in the city. And Euclid Square 

Mall is not going to come down its going to get rebuilt. Thank you. 

President Monroe- Thank you. Any other comments members of the audience?  Sir if you could 

state your name and your address. 
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Karrie Austin- Carrie Austin 267751 Lakeshore Boulevard. Thoroughly enjoyed Councilman 

Jarosz’s. The daycare I like the one liner the intelligent argument.  

To follow up about the snowplows. Can’t complain enough of course I’m sure your phone rang 

Director. You said something about 15 inches and 18 inches and the amount of time, and the 

average snowfall is 2 to 4 inches. What can our services handled? 

Director Knecht- A snowfall of 2 to 4 inches over a 6 to 8 hour period is very very easy for us to 

handle. When you start getting that 8 15 inches in 18 hours it becomes much more difficult for us 

to be able to keep up with. And then on top of that you add in the rush hour traffic that we battled 

with and it becomes very very difficult to try to keep up with. 

Karrie Austin- So I’ll reiterate. What amount of inches would you say you could handle in what 

time frame? I’d like to narrow you down Sir. 

Director Knecht- that is a very difficult question. 

Karrie Austin- Sure. 

President Monroe- Here let’s. 

Karrie Austin- Okay I know it’s late. 

President Monroe-Why don’t you move along and then. 

Karrie Austin- Okay I apologize. Okay. 

President Monroe-I’ll keep your questions down here. 

Karrie Austin- Okay. Cause I think that’s a fair assessment is we can handle x for this amount of 

time. 

President Monroe- Here you can, Sir you can handle anything if you say we got a 40 million dollar 

budget and we throw 3 million dollars in snow removal. 

Karrie Austin- So it was an economical decision too. 

President Monroe- To be somewhat realistic. 

Karrie Austin- Understood. Oh, the positive note the little tracker that goes around and does the 

sidewalks. I think that is saving grace, it might not be out there every minute but it is refreshing 

when it is done. So you know not totally negative here, but I just think that conversation should 

be. Thank you for your time. 

President Monroe- Thank you. Any other comments questions or concerns? Seeing none at this 

time I’d close the Committee of the Whole public portion. At this time we’ll entertain Council’s 

comments. This week we will start with Councilwoman Mancuso. Thank you. 

COUNCIL COMMENTS 
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Councilwoman Mancuso- First I have to say as a Council Representative, that I have to say that 

each and every time that I was called and I gave the direction or the street or the circumstances to 

Director Knecht it was handled. Even to the point where it came to neighbors who were saying 95 

year old couple who won’t let anybody in their yard, is very proud would not could not get out of 

their driveway after they had it plowed, because it had rained and it was ice and he made sure that 

the driveway was plowed out. Now we all had a horrible time for a few days, me included. But I 

have to say to what we could manage which is probably not where any of us want to be for the tax 

rate we are p0aying that at least from a leadership capability I do believe that when we requested 

you responded to the best of your ability. That’s I greatly appreciate that because that doesn’t 

happen all the time. So to have to call and be responded to, it does help. We didn’t all get what we 

wanted and the residents were certainly upset and probably need to be. I think we all need to look 

at the services we give and how to do it better. To just sit on your head is not the answer however. 

So I do appreciate the fact that you did respond the best you could.  

I have a question and I’m not sure who this goes to in Administration. Having heard that we have 

over 80 daycares A, B, and C type. My question now becomes who, how, and how often are we 

holding these people accountable? 80 and it kind of speaks to Councilman Delaney’s and 

Councilman Langman’s thoughts about we need to be using places for the way they were built and 

not just throw in whoever come along and can fill the building. And that’s how I felt this particular 

bank was handled. But I am now like the hair of the back of neck went up when I heard we had 80 

daycares. So how do we go about making these people accountable? When I have and I know 

Councilman Jarosz I have people who are calling me constantly telling me there is a daycare going 

on in a residence that I’m being told by our Commissioner no there isn’t when nobody has gone 

to visit. 

President Monroe- Director. 

Director Sweeney- Soon as Councilman Jarosz mentioned those numbers I immediately wrote 

down on my notepad moratorium on daycares. So I would like to take a look at maybe putting that 

in place for the next Council Meeting maybe we need to put some regs in place on time place 

manner etcetera, you know whatever we feel necessary or potentially that we can do. We do have 

North Star who does a lot of work for us in the Planning and Zoning area and maybe they’ve done 

something of this nature. Elsewhere maybe we need to tweak a little bit. I have to say that daycares 

are regulated by the State not by us so folks get licenses from the State. We do though have an 

annual fire inspection the Fire Prevention Bureau annually checks on daycares, adoptive homes, 

foster homes, and other homes that the County may require annual inspections. We also have our 

Building Department that could cite for code violations if necessary. As far as the licensing goes 

that is with the State but I do have it you know I’m going to check on moratorium on daycare and 

let’s maybe put some better regs together if we feel the need. 

Councilwoman Mancuso- Thank you. I don’t want to belabor this here but I think we actually need 

to look at what we can do here in the city because I know those of us who are calling and our 

meeting no I talked to the owner and there’s no daycare center there. And when you asked, did 

you go look? No. and I understand there’s time commitments and all that. But at 80 we need to be 

doing something in the city here because we’re not serving our children very well at 80 of them 
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because they can’t all be stellar. And with that I will wish everybody a Merry Christmas, Happy 

New Year and goodnight. 

President Monroe- Just to follow-up in that real quickly. Because I was Planning Commission for 

9 years as were a couple of my colleagues. First of all I wouldn’t I might dispute that there’s 

actually 80 operating 80 may have been approved. What we found was that a lot of times in P&Z 

there was multiple daycare applications they would be approved and wouldn’t open for whatever 

regulatory reading. But I would also suggest that maybe we look at the Use District Exception 

language in the code for permitting childcare child daycares. Just to follow up I’m sorry to 

interrupt. Councilman Delaney. 

Councilman Delaney- If you notice the 2 people who came and spoke tonight left their houses and 

actually wanted to be heard were from our northeast part of the city where I’ve. You’ve seen my 

emails from the end of the storm. We’ve all taken a lot of calls waver all a lot of emails. I’m not 

used to being that in demand but I was on the phone quite a bit and heard quite a few disheartening 

tales. 

You had mentioned that there were medical leaves and there’s some vacations and we also have 

people cross trained to do these jobs. Are you saying that we couldn’t pull people from other places 

to put them where their needed in this emergency? 

Director Knecht – On Saturday and Sunday there was staff available that would be able to pull off 

at certain periods of time. There’s also times that staff was not available. Buildings still have to 

operate things still had to get accomplished. The waste water treatment plant had to run, the solids 

handling facility had to run, we couldn’t pull all staff from every place. As I said we had heat out 

in buildings which required our tradesman to be there, we had a full burial that had to go on at the 

cemetery that required people to be able to dig the grave, get the area cleared, and make it available 

for the service, as well as taking care of the traffic lights that required an electrician as well as 

somebody to drive the boom truck. We pulled people from everywhere we possibly could. This 

time of the year as we all know there’s people on vacation, we limit the amount of vacations, but 

the one thing that we can’t limit is medical leaves, we have many people in Public Service who 

are out on medical leave, it’s an unfortunate thing but it it’s something we can’t anticipate. So we 

did the best with the staff we understand. 

Councilman Delaney- I understand and I read your thoughtful paper on the debriefing of the storm. 

So you’re saying that we had more than normal amount. I’m not trying to say be radical and pull 

people out of places where they’re absolutely needed, but there was enough people and more that 

you were able to access tap into to help with the snow removal. 

Director Knecht- That is correct. 

Councilman Delaney- Okay. Late Saturday and we’ve gone back and forth in this there was still 

streets around that were not plowed. I saw in your paper you said that plows go up and down both 

sides of the street which we normally are accustom to seeing that. Many streets I saw in the area 

had a plow that went down the middle, didn’t get to the curbs, and didn’t come back. Tonight 

driving here the ruts and the ice 6 and 8 inches you know the kidneys bouncing off your rib cadges 
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at 15 miles an hour. We’ve had a couple days now we’re outside of this storm and we still haven’t 

seen salt, we still haven’t seen the plows. We need to get that attention over there. The amount of 

senior citizens that were laid up that need to get out for their prescriptions, the people that have 

part-time jobs that really depend on those part time jobs were on the weekends. The Barring’s on 

Burch Drive Mrs. Barring is under hospice care and her nurse couldn’t get to her. That might had 

been the biggest indigent story I heard that carried out through this storm. But it is an emergency 

and I guess the point I’m getting to see that, if we have an emergency declared can we do any sort 

of legislation that can get more of our resources into a storm like this? So we’re not letting streets 

go or we’re not doing them half way, that we can get plows on all the streets to clear them. Because 

3 4 days out and I mean there’s evidence in those streets if you ride through them from Forestview 

to Lakeshore Boulevard that they were touched once you know they didn’t plow all the way up 

and it’s very difficult to get around. And when I ad emailed you today that people are still locked 

in their houses a week later they just can’t go over those roads, they’re too rough. And like I said 

they still need attention and we got to come up with a better because we can’t have people locked 

in. we’ve had storms like this in the past and we’ve heard a lot of these challenges but I just got to 

believe that if we need to expand it I understand that there’s union rules some people can’t do that 

that have done it before but we have to find a way that if an emergency is declared that we can get 

more resources to these roads to make sure that these people are safe. Thank you Mr. Chairman. 

John Monroe- Thank you. Councilman Langman. 

Councilman Langman- I don’t want to belabor the point because everyone’s talking about the 

snowplowing and so forth and you know everybody knows that sometimes that can be hard on the 

Administration but sometimes you also have to be fair about the criticism. And I know that this 

particular storm provided some really significant challenges because of the weather conditions, 

had a lot of snow, warmed up, you get a sleeting rain. And I know from past experience plowing 

that really only the heavy trucks can do that. So to answer the residents question I think part of it 

is the water content of the snow. 6 inches of fine fluffy snow is much easier to plow than 4 inches 

of slushy sleety accumulation. That freezes and causes as Councilman Delaney said real rough ride 

for the kidneys. I’ve had complaints about all those things. So I know we put salt down but now 

it’s very cold, salt doesn’t work when it gets down below a certain temperate. So while I know we 

can improve I think we can use Blackboard earlier more effectively. I think that there’s techniques 

that we do need to work on. I know that Director Knecht was very responsive to any particular 

conditions that iPhone to him or emailed to him about particular areas. I know everybody thinks 

their street is last to be plowed. My street has been last to be plowed on 1 or 2 occasions in the past 

and it’s not fun. Then you get the calls. So without a major influx of revenue and therefore 

equipment and personnel we have to do the best we can with what we have. So I do believe it’s 

going to warm up over the weekend so I’m looking forward to having my leaves finally picked up 

on the week before New Year’s. Hopefully it does melt like they say. And with that Mr. Chairman 

I will wish everyone a wonderful Kwanza, a Merry Christmas, a Happy Hanukkah, a safe New 

Year’s Eve, and a prosperous New Year. Thank you. 

President Monroe- Thank you Councilman. Councilwoman Gorshe. 
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Councilwoman Gorshe- First of all I’d like to welcome Shawna. I will be working closely together 

I’m sure so we’ll get to know each other very well. So welcome to you. 

Also wanted to mention about the snow emergency and hopefully a desire to have Blackboard 

Connect engaged quicker on that but I have to say yes it was a horrible  storm and we’ve all said 

that so I’m not even going to repeat that. But I do want to talk about communication. A comment 

was made several Council Meetings ago where email is not effective or we don’t use it correctly. 

Let me tell you something about Director Knecht and you all could take some notes. That 

gentleman probably, slept, ate, showered with his phone. I can imagine I know what I sent the poor 

man, I could imagine what my colleagues did. You all could take a page out of his book on 

communication. He had to manage so many things juggling balls in the air and whatnot I just 

wanted to really thank you and my resident’s thank you. He was responsive. I think though the 

longest response I waited was maybe overnight but the very next morning very early on a Sunday 

I got an answer. So resident were able to be communicated with they felt they were heard even 

though they might have taken some time to get taken care of. I wanted to thank you from the 

bottom of my heart and for the residents of Ward 8. You are absolutely amazing. And I think each 

of you, your communication or lack thereof need to sit and talk to him about how his email 

effectiveness is because he is amazing. So thank you very much, Merry Merry Christmas to 

everyone, Happy Holidays. Hopefully everybody will have a safe and healthy New Year and with 

that I’ll bid you goodnight. 

President Monroe- Thank you. Councilwoman. 

Councilwoman Caviness- Welcome Shawna. You have 9 different personalities to deal with.  Get 

used to it. You know we love your humor, your sense of humor so that should help us along the 

way.  

I’d like take you back on Councilman Gorshe’s comments because I know for a fact if I had to 

wait 5 minutes for a response from Director Knecht that was a little longer than usual. And I know 

that I text you that’s what I do better, I do best especially since I’m out a lot and even at 11:30 at 

night I did one time and you responded, not only to the text but also with the trucks to where they 

needed to go. So I thank you very much for that. And you’re right his response time is fantastic, 

and you dedicated to the work that you do for the Service Department thank you so very much. 

I’d like to mention one other thing I’d like to extend my condolences and prayers to the Sommers 

family. The Sommers family lost their 16 year old son on the 13th of this month Demonte Sommers. 

He passed away suddenly in his sleep and their still trying to determine the cause of death. But his 

services will be held at the Chapel of Peace on Friday December 30th, wake at 10 o’clock, funeral 

at 11 and the Chapel of Peace is at 12519 Buckeye Road, phone number is 216-921-6400. Demonte 

was also a student at Euclid High School so my prayers go out to his family in this time of need. 

His Mom said you just cannot imagine the heartbreak in finding your child deceased. 

And I guess I can’t it’s hard for me to make that switch but I would like to wish everyone a Merry 

Christmas, a Happy Hanukkah, Happy Kwanza, and a very safe New Year. Thank you. 

President Monroe- Councilwoman. 
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Councilwoman Scarniench- First I’d like to congratulate Nancy Fisher on her retirement. Nancy’s 

put up a lot from me over the years even before I was on Council she’s always been very gracious 

and always done everything she could to help. So I know she will enjoy herself especially with 

those grandkids.  

Also to Marylou on her second retirement. She left before but she stayed around and took care of 

Auxies and she’s done a wonderful job so I know John will do just as well so congratulations to 

all of them. 

I guess I’ll throw my two sense in on the snow. Director Knecht I don’t think you sleep any more 

than me and I’m up all night, because you answer all those calls just like my colleagues said. All 

of the people that had issues for me that mad those calls you took care of them and they all called 

me back and said thank you, thank you, thank you. This was a phenomenon anyway you want to 

look at it we were the snow belt. They talked about us on the news because Euclid has never had 

this and I can’t remember maybe once I can’t remember having this type of snow. When the 

freeway is closed and our trucks had to deal with all the traffic that was all over the roads it was 

safety of the residents first. We had to close the hills down because we couldn’t get to them. Our 

trucks were breaking down they couldn’t get there. They did the best they could and I appreciate 

everything they did. 

Also to the Sewer Department my neighbor had issues the other day. Sewage was backing up, they 

came out and they’re out there and they’re trying to find this and stuff and they couldn’t do 

anything for them. But then later that night I got another knock on my door and it was from one of 

our guys, I thought he was at the wrong house cause soon as I open the door he say “Oh, you got 

rid of the ramp.”. He came to check to see if there was anything he could do to help him. I don’t 

know who it was I don’t know his name but please thank them because these are the kinds of 

people that we need in Euclid who work here and they care about the city so I appreciate every 

one of them.  

Merry Christmas, Happy Hanukkah, to all my Jewish friends, and Happy New Year, a happy and 

safe one to everybody.  

President Monroe- Thank you Councilwoman. Councilwoman. 

Councilwoman Hill-Thank you Mr. Chair. I have my notes hopefully I won’t leave anything out, 

I even got a coding system here. Defiantly want to thank Director Knecht I know my initial email 

probably came off very harsh and I try not to be that way which is why I don’t like emailing. But 

I was also sitting in the snow myself for like 4 hours and 45 minutes, so I probably was just a little 

bit irritated. However I do thank you because you did respond to each and every one of my emails. 

I also want to thank a couple officers. I know I had residents that called and said “Hey I’m stuck 

in the snow do you think they’ll help me?” And I always say of course our officers will help with 

anything, hope I’m never lying but they called and they did they came out they got them out of the 

road. So hats off to that so I appreciate that. And thinking out of the box because this was a 

phenomenal was something that we’re not used to and I don’t know all the ways that things work 

together but I one thing that a resident brought up to me and she said, “ you know we regionalize 

so many other things”. One of the things we talked about was the task force that come together for 
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the different areas. Is there every a time that we could maybe reach out to nearby cities that didn’t 

get hit with such the snowfall to come over and maybe help clean out our streets as well? Is there 

a program or something we can get involved with that? Maybe that will help. Also I thought about, 

you know while I was out there I thought about boy I sure wish our tow truck company was here 

to pull me out of this ditch right now. Is that something that maybe we could look in? Not just 

about using the tow contract for towing cars but actually hey because my thought is the plows 

can’t come down the street if cars are stuck on the street and people can’t get off the streets if 

they’re stuck. So how do we get the cars off so we can get the streets plowed? So that our residents 

in essence are safe again, because I was thinking about you know firetrucks. If there’s a fire, how 

am I going to get down if we’re gridlocked on every single street? So just some ideas, thoughts 

maybe it’s a possibility maybe it’s not maybe no one’s ever thought to ask. 

Then Fisher. Fisher and East 248th right there off of Rockwell is that considered a side street? 

Director Knecht- yes it is. 

Councilwoman Hill- The only reason I ask is because I’m there on 252nd. Fisher I can literally 

see the blacktop and it’s always been that way to where that whole back street it’s plowed and 

it’s salted but 252nd Treadwell and 250th is kind of like looks like all the other side streets. So I 

was wondering if there was a reason why that one is better? 

Director Knecht- Because right there on Tungsten is one of the secondary’s that is salted. That salt 

gets drug through the intersection and taken that way as well as the salt coming down off of Euclid 

Avenue so that street always ends up melting up real nice. 

Councilwoman Hill- Okay. I need to move. I’m just playing. Thank you for that thank you.  

My next thing is for Mr. Beno’s gone so maybe Director Holiday can ask this for me, answer this 

for me. The daycare that is coming to Ward 3 the Hannah daycare. I noticed is that not coming to 

Council? Is there a reason why that particular daycare. It seems like somethings come before 

Council and some things don’t come before Council. Can you help me understand more? 

Director Holody- My understanding is that that particular item we needed a variance, which in that 

case could be granted by the Planning and Zoning Commission. Our code requires the Use District 

Exceptions go not only to the Planning Commission but also to Council and it pertains to the 

permitted uses and the zone of the property that the daycare is proposing to go into in terms of 

which of those processes it has to follow. We can get more specific information for you on the 

different zones and the processes that have to be followed in that case, perhaps in coordination in 

Law Director Sweeney’s research on the prior question 

Councilwoman Hill—Okay yeah I would like to talk more about that. 

And then lastly in my 18 seconds I going to say Merry Christmas, Happy Kwanzaa, Happy 

Hanukkah, Happy New Year. But I also want to say to you Director Holody you know Meyer’s 

store’s is coming into Northeast Ohio and just like I said something about Ikea I think this would 

be a great opportunity for us to market for that. I know they’re look at Mentor right now. However 

I think we have a great space right out here off of the highway and it’s something that we really 
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should be reaching out them about to see if we can get that store here. For those that don’t know 

what Meyer’s is it kind of like a smaller scale Walmart type of store, but we have that old Twin 

Value place, lord knows we have Euclid Square Mall they could just plot right on top of that and 

I’d be happy and I’m sure everybody else would. But that’s my time thank you. 

President Monroe- Councilman. 

Councilman Jarosz- Just one more thing before I wrap up. This weekend I had the opportunity to 

go to an open house. It’s called the Green House, now you might know it as the old Knights of 

Columbus building right there on the corner of Ardwell and Lakeshore Boulevard. Actually the 

owner’s name kind of escapes me right now but I just want to say that open house was going to be 

a yoga studio. Going in the upstairs they got a nice bit of holistic arts, crafts, sort of things they 

want to do, they even have temporary office space. so it was nice to see you know somebody take 

a chance in that building spend a lot of money put a lot of work in and it looks great and look 

forward to a lot of nice things happening in that location.  

And also I will say that Simmons opens. Simons is open 

Alright with that Merry Christmas, Happy Hanukkah, Happy Holidays, thank you. 

President Monroe- With that we’ll entertain a motion to adjourn. I think our next meeting for 

everybody is on Tuesday January 3rd and then I believe we have a special session with Euclid 

City Council on the 4th. Thank you. 

ADJOURNMENT 

President Monroe moved to adjourn. Yeas: Unanimous.  
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