
COUNCIL MINUTES 

January 3, 2017 

The regular Council Meeting was held on Tuesday, January 3, 2017 at 7:00 PM in the Euclid 

Municipal Center Council Chamber. President Monroe presided. 

Members present: Caviness, Scarniench, Hill, Jarosz, Mancuso, Delaney, Langman, Gorshe, 

Monroe. All present. 

Others Present: Mayor Holzheimer Gail, Kristal Grida, Director Sweeney, Director Knecht, 

Director Linker, Director Stephens, Director Smith, Director Holody, Chief Meyer, Chief 

Haddock, Clerk of Council Shawna Marie Elliott. 

 

COUNCIL MINUTES 

 

ADMINISTRATION REPORTS & COMMUNICATIONS 

 

Mayor Holzheimer- Happy New Year! Happy New Year members of Council, those watching in 

the audience I hope everyone enjoyed their holiday. I know we are excited and back to work 

looking forward to a happy, healthy, productive 2017. I am pleased to report that our end of the 

income tax receipts were above projections, not by much but they were above by $10,350. We are 

finalizing everything that came in getting all of everything done in the Finance Department and 

then we’ll have a report to you on last year’s numbers as soon as those are finalized, but thought 

you would like to hear we did meet our income tax projection.  

I did send it out to Council and residents may have seen it in the paper but I wanted to send my 

condolences to the family of Dorothy Fike. Many of you may remember Dorothy she sat in the 

back of council chambers for a number of years as well as School Board Meetings. She was a 

faithful advocate for the City of Euclid. She was part of the League of Woman Voters, she was 

part of the Euclid Creek Watershed, she served on our Citizens Advisory Committee for our Block 

Grant for I think a record number of years. She was a very intelligent and thoughtful woman and 

I know we the City misses her advocacy and so I want to send the condolences to her family. 

Brief announcements tonight. I will just remind people that City Hall will be closed for Martin 

Luther King Day on January 16th, which means our Council Meeting will again be that Tuesday 

which is January 17th. And I would like to invite Council and all of the residents to a Martin Luther 

King Tribute Celebration that will take place on Sunday January 15th at 3 PM at Lakeshore 

Christian Church. This is the third in the series of The Faith In The City Series and it will be 

sponsored by the Lakeshore Ministry Group it’s a tribute and celebration of Doctor Martin Luther 

King Junior. We will make sure Council gets the flyer and that it’s posted on our website as well. 



And a few announcements from Directors and Chiefs. We’ll start with Chief Haddock. 

Chief Haddock- Just a quick comment. We had a fire, structure fire in an apartment on the early 

morning of January 2nd and the resident did a very good thing that kept that situation getting way 

worse. They closed the door upon leaving the structure. So in the high-rise apartments we typically 

tell people to stay in their apartments if we would get a fire, obviously if it’s not in their suite. But 

upon leaving that door kept its remarkable photos of what it kept it kept its job it kept the fire from 

getting out in the hallway and spreading. So we’re very fortunate with that. Again should you get 

something in your suite close the door upon leaving. Thank you. 

President Monroe- Thank you Chief. 

Mayor Holzheimer- Chief Meyer. 

Chief Meyer- I just want to wish everybody a Happy New Year, and to say thank you to everybody 

for the support and appreciation that you’ve shown for the Police Department and particularly 

though the holidays. It’s so appreciated and we take public service very seriously. So thank you. 

Mayor Holzheimer- And probably the busiest person over the last several weeks Director Knecht. 

Director Knecht- I’d like to start off with trash collection. Trash collection will remain on schedule 

for Martin Luther King Day even though City Hall is not open our trash collection does remain on 

schedule for that week. 

Second thing is leaves, we continue to pick up leaves. We’ve been out since last Tuesday as of 

Friday our Street Department went on their winter shift schedule which puts people on working 

around the clock 7 days a week. While that reduces the number of people that we have on day shift 

to pick up leaves, it does give us the opportunity to pick up leaves on part of second shift as well 

as on the weekends. You may have seen them out this weekend as well as working on New Year’s 

Day picking up leaves. Those were scheduled employees that were scheduled to be in. We will 

continue to pick up as long as the weather holds out for us.  

President Monroe- Thank you. 

Mayor Holzheimer- Thank you Director Knecht. As you might imagine we’ve had lots of residents 

I’m sure Council has well calling us. We do appreciate the comments and suggestions. I will say 

on my way back from the funeral today on Wilson Mills and Trebisky there were leaves in South 

Euclid, there were leaves in Lyndhurst, there were leaves in Highland Heights, and there were 

leaves in Richmond Heights. And that doesn’t make anyone feel better it’s just that we’re not 

alone. Our Department… has worked very hard. Director Knecht and his Leadership Team has 

worked around the clock and really taken a lot of calls and messages from residents, so I just 

wanted to mention that.  

And the last thing I wanted to just mention in case anyone hasn’t seen it. Allison Luckacsy who 

works in our Planning and Development Department was featured in Cleveland Magazine. She 

was on the cover as one of Cleveland’s most interesting people. She lives in nearby Collinwood 

neighborhood and was mentioned in therefor the work she does here at the City and her work that 

she does. We’re pleased and thrilled to have her and we appreciate the recognition among other 



things the Art Walk and the great things she’s doing. Happy to have that recognition for Allison 

Luckacsy-Love married name now. And with that that completes our reports this evening. 

 

REPORTS & COMMITTEE MINUTES 

 

Councilwoman Scarniench moved to receive the Board of Control Minutes amended version for 

11-28-16, and a normal version for 12-12 and 12- 19, 16, seconded by Councilwoman Caviness. 

Yeas: Unanimous. 

 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE – PUBLIC PORTION 

 

President Monroe- At this time since there’s no legislative matters there will be no Committee of 

the Whole for legislative matters, no proposed legislation this evening. So we will go into the 

Committee of the Whole the Public portion. If anyone in the audience would like to address City 

Council and any matter effecting the City of Euclid please come to the podium, state your name, 

and your address, and limit your comments to five minutes. Thank you. 

Lou Shank- Thank you and good evening everyone. My name is Lou Shank and I’m the property 

owner and resident of 27001 Shoreview Avenue. 

I’m not here this evening to complain about leaf pick up or snow removal. I’m sure there’s enough 

resident’s that have complained about those things. I am here though to chastise Council for not 

taking a strong and vocal opposition to the School Board Bond Issue. And especially the Mayor 

for publically supporting it. If any of you have not looked at the Euclid Community Page on the 

internet and seen the complaints from property owners about the increase in their property taxes, 

and the comments from some who are on fixed income, you should look at it. Residents are talking 

about trying to sell their property and leave Euclid due to the increased taxes which might be a 

bonanza for the absentee landlords who buy the properties to put up his rentals. We certainly don’t 

need more especially since some have not paid property taxes in years. The School Board has 

stated that the new schools will entice more people to move to Euclid, but it appears that it may 

have the opposite effect. There were four new elementary schools built and so far it appears that 

none has had an impact on a new homeownership. It was also stated that the new schools would 

reduce the low test scores and that has not happened. Soon Council will be discussing capping the 

credit on the City income tax, and that would also hit the tax payers in the pocket book. A shared 

income tax with the school has been said to be illegal, but Council does not seem to have the 

backbone to correct that. Rumor has it that the School Board will be putting a levy on the ballot in 

2018. Where do they think that that money is going to come from? Council is supposed to represent 

the tax paying residents of the City. When is that going to happen? Thank you and have a good 

evening.  



President Monroe- Thank you. Any other members of the audience like to address City Council? 

Sir if you could state your name, and your address, limit your comments to five minutes we’d 

appreciate it. 

Joseph Udovic-Good evening ladies and gentlemen of Council, ladies and gentlemen of 

Administration. Like the resident my name is Joseph Udovic 21371 Naumann.  

I have nothing to complain about this evening. But this evening I would like to talk to you, not 

only as a property owner but as a shareholder of the City of Euclid and a stakeholder in this 

community. My one simple question is. Tomorrow if I come into City Council, into City Hall I 

would like to know, where is our plan for our Housing Department? As like the previous speaker 

spoke most of the homes we have here in Euclid are renter occupied. What are the long term vision 

to convert this into owner occupied? Example Councilwoman Mancuso, as a member of Life Flight 

did you not in the business community have a long term vision of when helicopters needed to be 

replaced, budgets? I have a Master’s Degree and I know you’re very educated in the same scenario 

as I am. So obviously you can tell that this is a very important issue.  

Councilman Langman. In your occupation being in the healthcare industry, does not Cleveland 

Clinic also have a long term vision of when properties need to be replaced? They have a program, 

a plan written down somewhere of what needs to be replaced, the life expectancy of something.  

Madeline Scarniench as a homeowner and you were a member of Heritage Park. Did you not put 

together plans of an agenda? Hey this needs to be done one needs to be done. A written plan 

somewhere that someone can look at, read, and follow. So my question is, where can I find this 

plan? Obviously we’ve worked on this, the Mayor has been in office here now two years going on 

two years now so obviously we have worked on this and I would like to see what the more detailed 

plan is of how we can convert over from renter occupied into owner occupied. I was told at the 

last Council Meeting, there was something on the agenda being housing inspections and the people 

who spoke were all renters who came here or property owners and they host and they have multiple 

properties in this community. What is the conversion ratio going to be? When is this going to 

occur? For example, I am of Christian values. This is God’s plan for us as citizens. Everything we 

have comes from God. Im assuming most the people on this podium as well as in this audience are 

of Christian values and we do believe in God, but we also believe that God has a plan for us and 

he wants us to do what’s right. If you read the bible you are reading God’s plan. So I am curious 

to know. If I come tomorrow what department would I get this plan at? Does it spell out a five 

year plan or a ten year plan on how we’re going to convert this over? Thank you have a wonderful 

evening. 

President Monroe- Thank you. There will be a Housing Committee meeting on January 25th at 

6:30. 

Donna McMickens- Good evening. My name is Donna McMickens, I live at 2194 Glenridge Road 

Euclid, Ohio. And I’m coming on behalf as a property owner. I’ve been in the city 13 years and in 

the area where I live on Glenridge Road I love it up there because of the park, the (inaudible), the 

quietness, but that is quickly changing and it’s not changing for the better. And just the gentleman 

just stated just a few minutes ago about the rental properties. We have homes who are being rented 



out to renters who are not keeping the property up and it is very frustrating if you spend of 

thousands and thousands of dollars like I have. When I bought my home it needed a lot of repair 

and I have worked hard able to retire and still working to maintain the home. I pay my mortgage 

on time, pay my taxes on time and I have to deal with the trash, I have to deal with the loud music, 

people wanting to just throw things, and just not taking care of their property which brings on the 

wild animals from the park. We have quite a few that come through there because it’s a park. We 

live in their domain. 

 And I’m also speaking about a situation that’s also going on with my property. I have a property 

owner on the backside of my property and they have not maintained their trees. And the last 

weekend in November my neighbor noticed by me a large tree has come down on my fence and 

destroyed my fence in one corner. I’ve made three attempts to speak to the homeowner with no 

avail. And right now I think that something needs to be done that’s going to be out of my hands 

because the way the trees are, if those vines and trees continue to come down our whole block is 

going to be in a blackout cause they are covered they have taken over and over and their wrapping 

around and wrapping around. Because my yard is very deep it does not affect me to look at it but 

it is effecting my property value because right now all of that is coming my way. And I was 

informed that inspectors do not go in that yard. I’m not sure of that, but I think that for inspectors 

to be able to see what going on there sounds be some kind of way they should be able to go onto 

property if there’s a complaint. And if there’s a complaint follow through within a reasonable 

matter. I have pictures of the trees it was a very large tree and I thank God no one was injured. My 

neighbor on the other side of the home, she said she had been talking to the homeowner the 

homeowner won’t even come to the door, won’t even address the situation. So I’m asking for help 

with this situation. I do have the address of the person and the person’s name and I hope that I can 

get some resolution to this problem, thank you. 

President Monroe- Thank you. Miss Grida will you take a look into that? 

Kristal Grida- Sure. 

President Monroe- Thank you. Mam. 

Rose M Allen- Rose M Allen 2641 Lakeshore Boulevard. First of all Id like to wish everyone a 

Happy New Year, hope that a lot of great things will happen in 2017.  

I mostly have just a couple of questions more so than issues, well combined. First of all I needed 

to know, is there any way that the intersection at East 260th and Lakeshore Boulevard can have 

dual regulated crosswalks? I’ve seen them at other intersections here in the city. Because as it 

stands, although there isn’t a bank there anymore on the southeast corner if a person wants to cross 

Lakeshore Boulevard with can be pretty busy, they have to walk and at least want to cross at a 

crosswalk, they have to cross over toward the side where the fire station is and then cross again in 

front of the fire station because that’s the only side that has a regulated crosswalk. Now they may 

not be a big deal for some people but for people who walk in the mornings having to wait for 2 

lights or having to cross the street twice would be easier to just cross the street once that is crossed 

from Lakeshore Boulevard onto the Southern part of Lakeshore Boulevard heading up 260th. It 



would be a whole lot easier if there were another crosswalk there. And I have seen some similar 

intersections elsewhere in the city but I can’t think of where they are at this time.  

Another thing because I spend a lot of time walking I’ve kind of gotten the reputation of being 

“walking woman” and to our Police Chief yea I’m the one who waves at the Police Officers in the 

morning. And I guess they figure, why is she waving? I just tend to do so. But one other concern 

is street signs. An example of there not being a sign that identifies an intersection exists at East 

260th and I guess it’s Forestview. The eastern side of East 260th, this is where I guess is the Euclid 

Lutheran Church and Saint Williams, Saint Roberts Church there is no sign that indicates what 

that street is if you’re on the eastside of East 260th. And if someone is not familiar with the area 

they would not know that’s whatever I think its Forestview in order to turn there. So can the city 

look at some of these places where there are no street signs indicating what the street name is at 

an intersection? And also about crosswalks that cause people to have to walk across the street twice 

instead of just once. 

And something else that popped into mind on my way over is, I need to find out if the city has any 

ordinances or regulations that require apartment complexes to repair garage doors, and reduce the 

chances that accidents by forcing too many cars to go through one door? Because that exists 

currently at North Pointe. There’s a door that’s been broken for about 3 months now, it forces 

people to come around the north side of the building and there’s a lot of traffic then. There’s been 

some accidents there because people park and then somebody has to move left of center in order 

to get to the garage. So those are the three questions I’m throwing out for 2017 and I’m hoping 

that the city will look for a lot of actionable projects in 2017 that will move Euclid in the correct 

proper direction because I really love the city and I’d hate to leave it but it’s getting to a point now 

things need to start happening and at a much more rapid pace. Thank you, and again Happy New 

Year to everyone. 

President Monroe- Thank you. Director Knecht will you look at items number 1 & 2? And Kris 

Grida will you look at item number 3? 

Kristal Grida- Yes 

President Monroe- Thank you. Mam. 

Brenda Presswood- My name is Brenda Presswood I almost forgot my address. 20350 Blackfoot 

in Euclid. And I just come just to ask, when we come to the next meeting could you let us know 

what did Housing what did the Council people accomplish in 2016? And what are going to expect 

from you all in 2017? Our taxes is going up, we want to know what are you going to give us for 

2017? Thank you, Happy New Year. 

President Monroe- Thank you, I’ll ask my colleagues to answer that in their short comments at the 

end of this evening’s portion. Thank you. Sir. 

Earl Woody- Earl Woody 297 East 280th Street. First of all I’d like to thank that they’re going to 

keep picking up leaves because mine have only been picked up once the whole season. I have the 

new neighbor that completely cleaned their yard because it was vacant for 2 years with the leaves 

on the curb like they’re supposed to, there was so many they went into the street. She got a letter 



from the city that if she didn’t get them out of the street she would be cited and fined. Now brand 

new people shouldn’t get that kind of treatment and I think that city knows when a new home has 

been occupied and think that they should take that into consideration. A new person should at least 

be greeted and treated fairly instead of just I’ll give you a citation if you don’t get those leaves. 

And the man is partially disabled and he and his wife were out in the street trying to rake the leaves 

back onto the curb. I went out there it was too late by the time I got out there because it was dark 

already and I didn’t see them out there. But they shouldn’t of had to do that. And I hope that they 

do start picking up the leaves on the northeast side of town because that’s where I live and I haven’t 

seen anybody but once this season and as I drove here leaves were on the curb all the way to 

Babbitt Road. So where are the trucks going? They were supposed to be at Eastbrook and 

Westbrook today I drove over there, none of the leaves are picked up. The chart on the internet 

says Eastbrook Westbrook. Why aren’t they there? There’s got to be some kind of oversite or 

somebody’s got to be watching what these guys are doing. What are they sitting in the truck? 

Sitting parked someplace? I mean I don’t know but we used to get them once a month, I mean 

once a week. The leaves used to be picked up. Now you’re lucky to get it once a season. That’s 

not fair. Thank you. 

President Monroe- Thank you Sir. Director Knecht will you take a look at that? Any other members 

of the audience? Sir if you could state your name and your address. 

Christopher Goodrich- Good evening Christopher Goodrich 2161 (inaudible) Road. Happy New 

Year everybody. Light agenda tonight. Good night huh. I’m here at a common theme tonight. 

People in Euclid don’t think their getting what they’re paying for. I’d like to discuss tonight the 

property located at 2129 Waynoka Road the Beard property. I’m sorry 2129 Miami Road, the 

Beard property. Most of you folks know and according to Councilwoman whose been helpful and 

Kelley Sweeney that this house has been a blight of the community for several years. The person 

that used to live there Miss Beard it went into foreclosure twice against Wilmington Trust, and 

both times somehow she avoided foreclosure on the property. Now the last time that there’s been 

any action on this was August 5th of 2016 when the law firm of Thompson Hines informed the city 

that the Commission’s decision, this is the Euclid Planning and Zoning Commission’s decision to 

condem the house and have it torn down. The Commission’s decision is void. The homeowner 

was not properly served in accordance with the ordinance that gave the Commission’s authority or 

the due process clause of the 14th Amendment**. I just want to know, now I know that Miss 

Sweeney had did some action just on the 30th of December to remove some tree limbs from the 

front yard. When will this house be tore down? What are the next steps the City are taking? And 

what does this mean? That the Commission’s decisions void in the Thompson Hines opinion? I 

will move forward. Isn’t it easier to ask for forgiveness and permission? Can we just tare the house 

down? My 6 year old is afraid to walk by the house. It’s a beautiful community the house has 

lingered way too long. I know like I said again I commend you on the 30th asked to have the tree 

limbs removed from the front yard, which did fall on the neighbors powerlines and the 

Councilwoman had a heck of a time getting them removed and I appreciate that. Thank you very 

much. This has gone on too long, it’s unacceptable. Somebody’s not doing what they’re supposed 

to do. So I would appreciate it if this was moved on. In fact, the home was featured in (inaudible) 

Mayor O’s candidate’s literature. Not the current mayor but a mayor candidate. A post office on 



Euclid Avenue the 44117 is no longer an active post office, it’s just a service window, so we lost 

all of those employees, all the mail carriers that work there. Significant number. People are voting 

with their feet in Euclid. Thank you. 

President Monroe- Thank you. I know this house. There’s been several emails so Miss Grida if we 

could have a update or Director Sweeney on that house. 

Director Sweeney- I apologize for my voice I came down with something over the weekend. 2129 

Miami the Housing Department did cite it for demo. The Planning and Zoning Commission upheld 

the demolition and then the bank appealed that decision. So briefs were done, Wilmington filed 

their first brief we file a response brief. They filed the reply which is what Mr. Gruber was talking 

about. That was the last brief that was filed August 5th.  That’s just their allegation that the decision 

is voted and all that. The judge has not made a decision yet, so it has been in the judges hands 

since the last brief was filed on August 5th. When we were made aware of the tree that fell Jessica 

and I went up there last Wednesday, took some photos, I filed a supplement to our brief on Friday, 

I’m giving the court the photos of the blue tarp that is shredded, and the tree that is down on the 

property. I was hoping that was going to spark some action with the Judge, because it has been 

languishing for quite some time. I’ve also been in contact with the attorneys from the bank. Mr. 

Gruber is correct in the properties still owned by Miss Beard. There were 2 foreclosure filings, 

they were dismissed for want of prosecution because the banks could not confirm, there were two 

competing banks they couldn’t confirm who truly owns the mortgage or the note. So those cases 

were dismissed. And Miss Beard is living in South Carolina and was not even aware the house is 

still sitting there unoccupied and in its current state. So technically, legally the bank does not have 

an obligation to take care of anything on it right now. But I did ask the attorney’s, they are going 

to check in with their preservation company. I was going to give them a couple days. If the tree 

limbs are not gone within a couple days our Nuisance Abatement Contractor will contact a tree 

service company to remove the limbs and will put a lean on the property. So unfortunately we can 

only take limited action with respect to the house right now because it’s in litigation. We can take 

care of the tree right now and then we will await a decision from the Judge. Should we not get a 

favorable decision it’s something for us to consider a further appeal to the 8th District Court of 

Appeals. So that’s where we’re at with that house. 

President Monroe- Thank you Director. Sir. 

Christopher Litwinowicz- Christophe Michael Litwinowicz 2970 Morris Avenue. Happy New 

Year. To the Council. How long do we have to pay for the amount of four times the water? Due 

an investigations is the city who chose years ago to make an allocation to the property tax. No talk 

no discussion. I guess that’s the way you pay for 100 million. Question. Finance Director, 

somebody give me the information about how much we collected over the last 10 years. They can 

go back into the Petersen Fund and go back into all these other ones. We shouldn’t be charged 

over a 100 million dollars for this and it’s ridiculous. Law Department. It is my understanding that 

for public record this city chose to go to a higher court or an applicant has chosen to go to a higher 

court. Remind you I’m not their legal attorney. I got best interest in this legislation because it could 

effect. If a Federal Judge says you’re either going to allow this business to do it or you don’t allow 

none. If we have a passed ordinance from actually buying a business in 2009 coming to the city 



properly through that administration and that leadership it’s almost like we grandfathered in. And 

I’m talking about 940 East 22nd. Also I believe the address is 470 East 200. We didn’t have it 

abided by all the regulations of their first year only staying up until 11 o’clock.  

So drugs, drugs. Willow Arms in our city Euclid for over 25 years has been what we call you know 

that the bad areas. For excuses after excuses for someone who spent 2.5 million. Who is in charge 

of Block Grant? Where is 2.5 million dollars of concrete? Doesn’t that consist of Block Grant 

money going back to the Marathon owner? Which I don’t care what he looks like. I don’t care who 

he is, he’s a good business friend to me. Because I reached out and there has nothing been done 

for that ward. So why is there stipulations? And I feel badly because I’m the only one that followed 

the law. So yes it does benefit me all the business do come after 11 o’clock to the gas stations. I 

really gave my presentation on this. 65,000 dollars sometime soon. I need somebody to speak up 

it’s already to where it needs to go in the administration level. This professional. What happened 

is a million dollars disappeared from this city and went to someone in Cleveland. The Cleveland 

Cavs flew in people for the games. Turn on your radio stations we’re promotion $9.99 

McDonald’s. Other than that, I’m probably going to get cut off the mic but I really want to urge 

the people and I do think I do have the right to speak. Is that I am walking the neighborhoods and 

I am pulling a petition. So those voters out there thank you for your support. To the Mayor, to the 

Administration, to Council, the first year congratulations the streets got done, snow got removed, 

police services. Let’s move forward. Now we’ve got 3 more years and what we need to do is 

structure those three years. For this last 30 seconds I urge Council to really look at what has been 

approved and what type of money we need to be funding. There is the Memorial Park Concept 

Plan, 5 million dollars that’s already approved. I urge y’all to allocate 65 emergency ordinance so 

then 2.5 million dollars could be raised for that and a match from the city is 2.5. Miss Sweeney we 

need that in MOU. 

President Monroe- Thank you. Anyone in the audience like to address the Committee of the 

Whole? Seeing none Ill close that potion of the evening. At this time we’ll have Councilmember 

Comments and we’ll start with Councilman Delaney. 

 

COUNCIL COMMENTS 

 

Councilman Delaney- Happy New Year to everybody. First I’d like to remind everybody as Mr. 

Shank brought up the challenge that we had with the schools. Tomorrow night in Council 

Chambers 6:30 there’s going to be a work session, some presentation, and hopefully that will be 

open to the public. I would express or I would encourage everybody to come express their ideas. I 

believe that their plan is going to have a big impact on Memorial Park taking up some of that green 

space. So there’s going to be a lot of questions as far as where the footprint of this new plan is 

supposed to go.  



My first question for the Administration is that I always understood that we were to encourage 

residents to put leaves on the tree lawn and not on the street. Do we have an ordinance on the books 

that says, someone can be cited if the leaves roll into the street?  

Director Knecht- There was never any letter that was sent out that said that a person would be 

cited, it asked them to kindly remove them from the street so they do not block catch basins and 

or catch on fire if a car parks on top of them. That is the reason we ask for them to be out of the 

street as well as enabling the pickup. There was never anything citing an ordinance that said you 

would be cited for that or a monetary number placed on that. 

Councilman Delaney- Well I haven’t seen the letter myself, and I’m sure I’ll call on the resident 

to find out. I’m a little bit relieved and I’m just sorry that they misunderstood that. No one should 

have to be put on the spot like that and I don’t see how it’s enforceable anyway considering the 

leaves weren’t picked up in the first place.  

I don’t know what to think about a meeting with no legislation. This is the first time in my memory 

that this has ever happened. I think it’s a problem. I really do. What it appears to be, no one’s 

working. This is what we do and considering the challenges we have it seems this really falls 

somewhat short. A lot of good comments were brought up about these issues that if gone on and 

on and on and on. And I brought it up time and time again about the shortfall when people don’t 

do their job how much time it takes of the residents of us Councilmembers that want to bring new 

things to the table. We want to push initiatives, we want to grow the community and our time is 

deflected to meeting those immediate needs of people that are just pushed out of their health, 

safety, and welfare. My hope for 2017 is that we don’t see another meeting like this. There has to 

be more open communication. We need to be brought in on these issues. My whole schedule today, 

the phone calls I took, the people I talked to, nothing has changed in 2 years. It’s all in a holding 

pattern. And Councilman Gruber is right that somebody’s not doing their job. Things have to 

change. So I hope that this is the first meeting moving forward to try and change things for the 

better. Thank you Mr. Chairman. 

President Monroe-Councilman Langman. 

Councilman Langman- Glad to see folks on the first meeting of the New Year. I hope to see a 

similar crowd for future meetings. Sometimes our meetings are sparsely attended so we need to 

see folks, we need your input. I always say that you are our eyes and ears because we can’t be 

everywhere. Obviously the past few weeks snow removal and leaf pick up have been big issues 

but some of you have touched on the bigger economic challenges that we have. The bond issue for 

the schools did pass. I did not support the bond issue for a varieties of reasons but I think ultimately 

it’s a disincentive, because if it costs more money to live here people aren’t going to stay. People 

are mobile. I don’t think you can get away from that fact. If you don’t believe me just look to our 

west about 15 20 years ago East Cleveland had brand new schools built, it didn’t keep anybody 

there. They’re nice facilities for the kids and I don’t think anybody is against new building for 

children, or new buildings for the police, or new fire stations, or anything else. But what is the 

return on investment? That’s I think the lease we have to look at everything for 2017. We have to 

focus on growth. Because if we’re not going to grow this community there’s not going to be enough 



revenue to pay for new schools, pay for sewer upgrades, to pay for library’s, and health and human 

service issues, and all the other things that you all expect from the city and the county. There won’t 

be enough revenue. So growth has to be our principle focus. 

The other thing is that we have to protect property owner’s that are in this city. The average 

property owner, I’m not talking about the LLC’s that have washed our city. I’m talking about the 

average homeowner. We have to do our very best to protect their interests.  

On Miami, what I would have done former Councilman Gruber we have this on the books you 

were on Council then we have a spot blade ordinance. Use it, it may not work but it’s going to get 

somebody’s attention, because that home has been like that for years and years with the blue tarp 

and everything. And after a while people just give up they don’t want to put up with it. And I’ve 

been around long enough where I’ve seen people say you know what things aren’t getting better 

this issue isn’t being addressed. So it’s a new year, new way to look at things, but I think some of 

the same challenges that I’ve been talking about for many years, still remained. We have got to 

focus on growing this community throughout the entire spectrum of government, because growth 

means more tax revenue without raising your tax rates.  That’s what we need to focus on, because 

ultimately all that money comes out of one pocket and that pocket’s pretty threadbare. Our 

residents are struggling. So that’s what we need to do for 2017. With that Ill say goodnight Mr. 

Chairman. 

President Monroe- Thank you Councilman. Councilwoman, 

Councilwoman Gorshe- Well how can I follow those past 2? But I can. Alright so Happy New 

Year to everyone and defiantly condolences to Dorothy Fike. I found out today that she was a 

graduate of Parma High School as am I so we do have some commonality. And yes there’s a plate 

on a chair back there where Madeline sat next to her for years and years and years so rest in peace 

Dorothy and thank you for all of your service. 

To Allison in Cleveland Magazine that’s a great win that’s good PR for the city when we hear so 

many bad things.  

And to Mr. Shank several of us did not want that shared tax to go through. I did not support the 

bond issue. I can’t believe it passed actually. There was a contingent of people who were out there 

trying really hard for that not to have to happen. People who weren’t aware of what was going on 

are now waking up to their tax bills wondering what happened.  

Yes there is a Housing Committee Meeting on the 25th of this month at 6:30. We’ll be exploring 

some new software that we’ll be looking forward to seeing and some other things to be determined 

and the agenda for that will be out very soon. 

Tomorrow there is a meeting with the schools here at 6:30. So if you came out tonight in this 

weather come out in tomorrow’s weather as well. 

You know our budget is going to be tight in 2017. There’s no room, no wiggle room at all and we 

do defiantly have to grow businesses here. But we also have to put the right businesses in the right 



places. Not just putting businesses in places that doesn’t make sense, because they’re not joint to 

be successful.  

And I do agree with my colleagues that we do have to protect our property owners not only for the 

value of their home but their safety. I have a resident that has been broken into 3 separate time 

within the past month she’s 71 years old, lost her husband 3 years ago, and is deathly afraid and 

now living with her daughter. So we really have to look at what’s going on here and our Police 

Department does a wonderful job. But it makes me wonder. Why 3 times? What could a 71 year 

old woman have? There’s no jewelry or cash being stolen and of course she’s in fear. We have to 

protect our property owners not only the property, not only our neighbors, but the people living in 

safety and wellness and not in fear. And with that I will say goodnight.  

President Monroe- Thank you Councilwoman. Councilwoman Caviness. 

Councilwoman Caviness- I agree with everything that my colleagues have expressed. There’s so 

much on the list.  

I would like to address Donna McMickens on Glenridge and you know you and I spoke about the 

tree when it first came down. The Law Director mentioned that if you were not able to get in touch 

with the owner that you would probably have to begin and start a lawsuit in order to have those 

repairs made and that should not. I don’t know what else we can do about that. If we could get in 

touch with the person and just have them agree to making repairs that would be one thing but it 

doesn’t seem like that is what they are willing to do. 

The Miami 2129 Miami. As formal Councilman Gruber stated you know we have been dealing 

with this forever. It is the most frustrating thing and I know that when half that tree came down 

about a month ago that tree was on the neighbor’s powerline and I was out there at 10 o’clock at 

night making sure that that tree was cut so that she would not be without power for that night. And 

they did not say that they would remove the debris, they said that they would cut it and that would 

be it. So we have to deal with that issue. But Miss Beard is in South Carolina. I found her on 

Facebook, I called where she works, and she no longer wants to speak with me about it, and that 

issue when they disagreed with who owns the property reverted back to her and I was just trying 

to let her know that she could sell that house, get it off her hands and everything. But she thinks 

just like a lot of people who move away from property that once they leave they no longer have 

ownership. It’s very difficult and I know Director Sweeney we are where we are with the lawsuit 

but it is very frustrating for the neighbors to live next to that. You know you’ve received time and 

time again, pictures of trees that we’ve taken pictures of the homes, I don’t know what else we can 

do and it’s very frustrating. But we are where we are right now with that lawsuit.  

I know that there are a lot ills that exist right now in our city that we need to repair. Those are the 

things that we need to look at, I think more than anything. Looking at and talking about what does 

exists in our city and then going toward the growth of the community, cause we can’t grow a 

community unless we look at what’s wrong with it, and that’s what we have to be very honest 

about. And that’s my opinion because unless we can really be open and honest about what people 

feel and what exists and the lack of concern with the schools or the need for people to feel they 

cannot and should not contribute to the schools or the schools not contributing to the community 



the students not contributing to the community. All of those things exists and the reason why we 

have the problem, we need to talk about that openly and then start talking about also the growth of 

the community.  

But I’d like to address also some of the other things as well in my short time that I have. I’d like 

to thank Chief Haddock and all your staff for the (inaudible) job that you did with the Indian Hills 

fire. I know that you stated that because a resident closed the door that was the reason that it was 

contained. However I know that there’s a lot of damage done. I visited the apartment building 

yesterday and spoke with residents on the 2nd and 1st floor they’ve receives a lot of damage. But I 

know that lives could have been lost had it not been for your response. So thank you very much 

for that. 

And Director Knecht you addressed the leaves issue which I was going to ask. But what about the 

Christmas tree pick up? That’s a concern. And also the guardrail on Miami. Where are we with 

that repair? And I close with that thank you. 

President Monroe- Director the guardrail on Miami. 

Director Knecht- We have only received on bid at this point for the guardrail on Miami. We are 

going to proceed forward even though we were only able to secure one bid.  

As far as your second question was the Christmas trees. We are out picking those up. If we are not 

taking them Kimble is taking them in some instances for some strange reason but we are out 

picking them up. 

President Monroe- Thank you. Councilwoman Scarniench. 

Councilwoman Scarniench-I want to talk a little bit about my friend Dorothy. I knew Dorothy for 

40 years. She was my mentor, the day that I met her was when my young son was starting 

kindergarten and she came up to me and said you have to be part of our Vision Screening 

Committee so you need to work and you need to help us and that’s what I did. She guided me 

through so many things over the years. Because of her I was Council President, all the different 

things that I did and it’s because of her that I started coming to City Council Meetings. And the 

joke about the sign on the back there, former Mayor Cervenik said, “Dorothy is the only person 

who has ever spent more time in this building than anybody, elected of otherwise”. She was at ever 

Committee Meeting every Council Meeting every Commission Meeting every School Board 

Meeting, she was everywhere. And when it came time for elections if you wanted to have a good 

debate Dorothy and the League of Women Voters put it on it was always up to par just the way 

you wanted to see it done, and it’s never been the same since then. I’m going to miss my friend 

tremendously. I even got a Christmas card from her this year, so she was still doing okay. 95 years 

old and still strong and only because she was forced to leave her house to move into a smaller area 

that she stopped coming to our meetings. She came for as long as she could and I will truly miss 

her. God bless Dorothy. Okay off of that. 

Director Sweeney I had asked you last week about the moratorium for the daycares and you 

referred to the piece that is in Councilwoman Caviness’s committee. Well to me that’s not the 

same thing. I really believe we need a piece of legislation that hold the moratorium whether it’s of 



6 months or a year because that’s the only way that Planning and Zoning will not be able to go 

forward and do anything else until we talk about it. So I would really appreciate us having that for 

the next meeting if that’s possible. 

President Monroe- Thank you Councilwoman. 

Director Sweeney- Mr. Chair can I respond to that? Councilwoman Scarniench we had a meeting 

with the Mayor and Councilwoman Mancuso and Jessica Weymouth and myself about daycares 

after the last meeting. We are gathering some data. We don’t know if we have the amount of 

daycares that Councilperson Jarosz had on his list. We’re doing some investigation with the county 

and the state and we’re also getting lists the Fire Department has, the Building Department has to 

make sure we have a good grasp on the types of daycares where they are located. We are also in 

discussions. Mr. Beno was out for the holidays so he couldn’t join us for that meeting. We’re also 

going to be in discussions with him. If the Mayor could help me if I’m forgetting a couple items. 

Used District Exceptions what were the things we talked about I can’t remember? Councilwoman 

Mancuso can assist on some items I’m forgetting. But we’re gathering data right now. We don’t 

know if a moratorium is the best solution or if we still pursue the piece that’s in Councilwoman 

Caviness’s Committee with potentially some changes or some additional pieces that will assist us 

in where these daycare’s should go or ought to go things of that nature. 

Councilwoman Scarniench_ Thank you I look forward to hearing more about that.  

I want to respond to Mr. Shank, as he knows I was actively involved in trying to stop the bond 

issue from going through and now that’s over and done with I got my tax bill it’s like oh my God. 

But anyway what I’m doing in 2017 is actively working to change the shared income tax. That’s 

my goal for the year and hopefully people will listen and come out and decide what’s best for our 

citizens because we can’t afford it. I know I can’t afford it anymore, and that’s all I’m going to say 

about it. Thank you and goodnight. 

President Monroe- Thank you Councilwoman. Councilwoman Hill. 

Councilwoman Hill- I’ll proceed through my questions so that I actually remember my list today. 

Good evening Happy New Year everyone. First question, if you could jot it down for me. One is 

do we have any word as to when to the Chipotle will be opening? I know we have the shell and it 

is moving along nicely, but if we have a tentative date of its opening that would be great.  

I want to announce to the city and of course ward 2 and ward 3 residents. Simon’s Supermarket 

has opened for their soft opening they are located at 25831 Euclid Avenue. And this is a big deal 

and I don’t know if people are fully aware as to why it’s such a big deal, not just because we have 

a new business coming to the city or that their providing up to 60 new jobs which of course is 

going to generate income for the city. But our area had been declared a food dessert, and so if you 

are a shopper and some plum market** or if you are a Heinen’s shopper or Giant Eagle shopper 

you may say oh no it’s not sure. You know we have great food choices. But for those people that 

live in that area that may not have access to anything other than Save A Lot we were declared a 

food desert. So basically saying that we don’t have access to fresh and affordable produce and also 

fresh meats. And also Simon’s is contributing to making us no longer be a food desert and that is 



an awesome thing. I have gone in there the store is clean, it is fresh, it is well lit, it’s bright, their 

produce is fresh and affordable. Typically you get rotten bananas at .13 cents a pound. I want them 

for free if there rotten I don’t want them at all really. So its fresh affordable the meat is fresh. You 

know you’re not finding rotten meat on the sales. So it’s not just about the jobs and the income but 

it is really we have a lot of seniors in that area. They deliver at no extra cost and they’ll deliver as 

low as $50.00 worth of items. So it’s really a good thing for that community and I’m very excited 

to have it there.  

Also a question for Miss Grida for the Housing Department. I know we’ve talked a lot about 

housing, rentals things of that nature. Do we have a plan for our apartments? I have a few buildings 

in my area and I get quite a few complaints. Be it from Euclid Apartments, be it from Euclid Hill 

Villa, or Richmond Tower Apartments. I have a resident who sent me a picture of raw sewage 

backing up in her kitchen sink. And it seems the answers that I have for her is you could put your 

money in escrow or you could move. But what as a city are we doing with our apartments? So just 

asking, of course not saying that we’re not doing anything I just want to be aware of the plan if we 

have one maybe that could be our next phase as far as you know revitalizing that plan for our 

Housing Department because they seem to feel like they’re kind of at a loss. You know if I’m on 

disability I may not have the ability to simply move or you know a lot of them the residents are 

fearful about putting money in escrow even when we say there can’t be any retaliation. They’re 

already receiving comments or threats from either the housing the apartment manager or someone 

that they know, you know that they’re cool with or whatever. So just that question. 

Also mattresses on the street. Now Sunday morning on my way to church I addressed this young 

man and said, “Sir you cannot put that unwrapped mattress out.” He put it out anyway, he told me 

“Oh they’ll pick it up”. No they will not and it’s too early, but I sent a message to Mr. O’Donnell 

he sent someone out the mattresses are still there. It is reigning the mattress is already filthy. Hoe 

is, I know it’s 3 times but can we kind of speed? What can we do to get this doggone mattresses 

off of the street? Cause it just looks terrible. So just to remind residents please remember that you 

have to have your mattresses wrapped or they will not pick them up and do not put your trash out 

when it’s 6 o’clock Saturday and trash doesn’t come until Monday. Because these are the types of 

things that are going to, these are the types of things that are going to contribute to a healthy 

community. 

And lastly really quick. Just to remind everyone. I do apologize for any missed calls. I switched 

phone carriers and it is the worst decision I’ve ever made. So I checked my voicemail and I had 

40 missed voicemails that I never even knew that came through my calls. So please do not think 

I’m ignoring you. I will be in the process of returning those calls. But again please accept my 

apologies for that. And with that goodnight and Happy New Year. 

President Monroe- Thank you Councilwoman. Councilman Jarosz. 

Councilman Jarosz- I really didn’t intend on speaking. I think a lot of my colleagues made a lot of 

very good points but I do want to address the daycare issue. Because I think lets to be very clear. 

When I spoke at Council Meeting I did not say,” the City of Euclid has 83 daycares”. I said “When 

you run a search the state of Ohio it comes up 83.” Compare that to single digits, teens, you know 



low 20’s for a lot of other surrounding communities, because to me the number is almost irrelevant. 

What is relevant is why is it, what is it happening in our community which makes it seem okay to 

do this? What is the message we are sending? Are we sending the message when it goes before 

Planning and Zoning, and our Commercial Development Department thinks it’s a good idea to 

change Use District Exemptions from office buildings to daycares? That that’s the message we 

want to send to folks? That’s proper use that we’re going to turn office space and medical buildings 

into daycares and hair salons and pawn shops and God knows what else. To me that’s the problem. 

It’s that message and then what we’re willing to accept. I hear a member of the Administration tell 

one of our Councilmembers when we were having this daycare discussion was “hey somethings 

better than nothing.” Well no it’s not it’s absolutely not. And frankly whether were better this 2017 

is better than 2016 and 18 etcetera it’s going to have to be about leadership. It’s going to have to 

be about; what is the vision? What are our standards? Who’s going to step up and say no that’s not 

good enough for our community we can do better. And that’s and sorry folks on Planning and 

Zoning, sorry folks on whatever else committee we form or meeting we hold that we are now 

raising our standards, it’s a new game in town and we’re going to ask ,and we’re going to demand 

better. And if a building has to sit an extra six months so be it. Let’s get what we want their let’s 

get what our community deserves here. Have a lot of people coming up today and God bless you 

for coming who say look “we’re not the richest community around, and we’re not going to be, 

that’s just the way it is”. But that doesn’t mean we have to settle for less. That doesn’t mean we 

can’t raise our standards. But that doesn’t mean we have to settle for less. That doesn’t mean we 

can’t raise our standards. That doesn’t mean we can’t just look in the mirror and say hey let’s bring 

the vision to a reality and work the best we can. I mean not everything’s going to be perfect we 

know that, but I’m just sick to death of well we’re Euclid and we’ll put in another whatever. 

Another whatever that sure isn’t going into Rocky River another whatever that sure isn’t going 

into you know Lakewood you know. So 2017 I guess Happy New Year and let’s raise our 

standards. Thank you. 

President Monroe- Councilwoman Mancuso. Councilwoman Mancuso. 

Councilwoman Mancuso- I have to agree with all my colleagues. I think we are all being put on 

notice on both sides of the aisle, that we need to do better this year. We’ve all been here for a year 

now, we’ve got our feet wet, and we’ve made some mistakes. We need to get it together this year. 

We have a plan, we need to say what the plan is, we need to say what our priorities are, and then 

do it. Sounds simple. It takes money. We have some big money decisions to make, we’re going to 

make them, and we’re going to make them. 

On a lighter note. I also want tonight to be the first announcement of a fund raising event for one 

of our city assets. The Henn Mansion on the lake is holding on of only 2 fund raising events they 

have all year. On February 25th they’re going to have a wine event. There will be 8 international 

wines offered with appropriate appetizers for each wine. The catering will be done by Mamma 

Catena’s. So you know they will be nice appetizers that will go well with the wines that you’ll be 

served. It is from 5 to 8 PM. There is information on our website, on EC TV, on community 

calendar. I did all this tonight with Matt. And what else? One other place. And you can also just 

go on the Henn’s the Henn website itself and the information is there about tickets, pricing 



information, and anything else you want to know about it. And with that I’m going to say Happy 

New Year to everybody and you need to pay attention to us and you need to keep coming to keep 

us (inaudible) with our feet to the fire. That’[s why we’re here. We want to do a good job for you. 

I think everybody sitting here wants the best for the City. We all live here too. So we’ll get it done. 

Goodnight. 

President Monroe- Thank you. Just a few issues and I’d like to address the residents and what I 

think this Council’s accomplishments were in 2016. First of all our primary job is budget oversight. 

It is the number one job of the legislative branch. And I’d love to take credit for the projections 

but they were spot on. And what we did as a Council was to make sure that there were no end of 

the year surprises and that the big budget items that were addressed by the Administration that we 

knew what was going on, how much money was being spent. I’ll give you an example. You can 

all remember the pools all needed to be redone and for years there’s been no investment in that 

project. What we found is like when we all do our houses, sometimes there’s unexpected problems. 

We stayed on Director Knecht, and Mac Stephens to make sure that job got done in a reasonable 

budget. Obviously there had to be some more funds allocated to it, because there were some 

unanticipated problems. But you can go to Memorial Park, you can go to the neighborhood pools 

and see improvements.  

I’d also like to point out from the Economic Development Department some of the improvements 

that we over saw as Council. Particularly downtown improvements. Triangle Park looks 100 times 

better than what it did. It’s safer, it’s cleaner, you can walk down what used to be a troth, the 

parking lot behind the businesses is better to find, it’s more environmentally friendly. I know 

Councilman Langman likes to keep on those items. So I would take a look at those as well. We 

entered into a new collection contract that hopefully will generate additional funds from people 

who don’t pay the various fees, taxes. That’s part of what we need to do is evaluate. Are there 

better vendors out there who can do a better job at some of the things so we’re not just doing 

business as usual? And we did that. There’s been if you go back through the agendas for the last 

year there’s been, I would suggest 10 -15 ordinances that were passed, tweaking the criminal code 

to continue to address as best we can. The specific items that cause people irritation from nuisance, 

noisy neighbors, to etcetera So I would like you to look back and take a look at a number of pieces 

of legislation that address those.  

I’d like to Chief Haddock as you know Council has approved and oversaw the fire equipment, 

purchases, we made sure that there’s been full shifts, and we even had to approve budget increases 

to address overtime to maintain those levels. So with that being said in 2016 what I would like to 

look forward to in 2017 is first our first order of business is going to be addressing the budget. We 

have a Budget Hearing tentatively set for February 4th which will be a Saturday session and we’ll 

probably follow up with one evening session to get through that. Again this is not easy work it’s 

detailed. I invite you all to be there to ask questions, to talk about priorities. That’s what those 

hearings are for.  

Second item is we’ve kind of come back and every week we hear about continuing to improve our 

code enforcement efforts. I think the Mayor has heard this loud and clear and I know my colleagues 

will stay on Miss Grida to make sure that this is moving forward, and that timelines are established 



and adhered to with understanding that there is people have due process rights. And yes it would 

be great to just tare (inaudible) down a bunch of houses. Unfortunately we can’t do that and when 

you don’t follow the procedure to the letter the city has significant liability. My jobs as City 

Council President is to make sure that we minimize the city’s liability. We must continue our 

efforts on economic development like Councilman Langman say “we need to grow the economy 

to take the tax burdens off the residents”.  

And finally and I challenge the Mayor to keep on when she talked about that back on February 1st 

at the State of the City Address. I’m sorry. Was to address the clean part of the city, to make sure 

that we do everything we can to make sure that the City of Euclid is clean and safe. I think those 

are priorities for each one of my colleagues and should be in 2017.  

So with that I’d like to entertain a motion to adjourn. As I mentioned we will have the Work 

Session tomorrow night for the School Project. And just to be clear what it is to talk about the 

potential memorandum of understanding for the use of city property by the school district, and that 

meeting will be starting here at 6:30. And then we have our regularly scheduled Council Meeting 

is delayed one day to Tuesday the 20th of January. And then we have a Housing Committee 

Meeting on the 25th. So I think that’s everything that’s scheduled at this time. With that I’ll 

entertain a motion to adjourn. 

President Monroe entertained a motion to adjourn. 

Yeas: Unanimous. 

ADJOURNMENT 
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