
 

 

COUNCIL MINUTES 

January 17, 2017 

 

The regular Council Meeting was held on Tuesday, January 17, 2017 at 7:00 PM in the Euclid Municipal 

Center Council Chamber. President Monroe presided. 

 

Members Present:  Caviness, Scarniench, Hill, Jarosz, Mancuso, Delaney, Langman, Gorshe. 

 

All Present. 

 

Others Present: Mayor Holzheimer Gail, Fire Chief Haddock, Police Chief Brickman, Planning and 

Development Director Holody, Law Director Sweeney, Recreation Director Stephens, Service Director 

Knecht, Administrative Director Linker, Assistant to the Mayor Kristal Grida, Community Projects 

Manager Allison Lukacsy, Clerk of Council Elliott. 

 

COMMUNICATIONS 

 

No communications. 

 

COUNCIL MINUTES 

 

Councilwoman Scarniench moved to receive the Council Minutes of December 5, 2016.  Councilwoman 

Caviness seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

ADMINISTRATION REPORTS & COMMUNICATIONS 

 

Mayor Holzheimer Gail – I would like to extend my congratulations to David Paws.  David is a senior 

at Villa Angela/St. Joseph High School.  I presented him with a proclamation on behalf of the City and 

City Council on Sunday, on his achieving his Eagle Scout rank.  He is part of Boy Scout Troop 54 at St. 

Robert/St. Williams Parish.  His Eagle project was to make palliative blankets for severely ill cardiac 

patients at University Hospital Intensive Care Unit.  David is also active with several clubs and activities; 

baseball player at VASJ and has plans to go to college but is not sure where so always happy to celebrate 

the achievements of our youth and throughout the community.   

 I also would like to thank Reverend Cunningham Dogat and Lakeshore Christian Church as well 

as the faith in the city groups who hosted a Martin King Luther King Day program on Sunday.  It was 

part of the Unity and Community programming and celebration.  It was a wonderful tribute to Dr. King 

on what was particularly nice, it was a full crowd and it included several of our police officers; Captain 

Kelly and several officers were there and I think it was important both for the faith community but they 

made a special point to call them up and pray with them, pray for them, and so it was really a great 

example of the community coming together for a positive event and effort so I want to say thank you to 

them.   

 An announcement that you all received via email but worth repeating for the public, Simon’s 

grocery store will have a grand opening event on Saturday, February 4th at twelve o’clock.  They are 

located at 25831 Euclid Avenue.  The city contributed block grant funds and the Ohio Finance 

Association, Ohio Finance Fund helped to fund that project as well.  It brings food to an area that was 

previously deemed a food desert, so we’re excited about that.  Excited about Simon’s Grocery Store 

opening up. 

 Some good news I shared with Council but for those watching, our final numbers for the budget 

for 2016 are in.  Happy to say we exceeded our income tax projections, by a small amount but we did 

exceed them.  We exceeded revenue projections by $350,000.00 so our revenues for 2016 totaled 

38,780,000 roughly.  Our expenditures included encumbrances are 38,663,000 which means instead of 

going into the reserves as we had budgeted we will be adding a little over 200,000 to our cash balance.  

That’s great news.  I want to thank all of the directors and everyone for working had to make that happen.  

We are in the midst of putting the budget together and will as we said to Council have the budget to you 

by February 1st and then have hearings shortly after that to go through the budget.  That’s puts us in a 

little better position starting out so we’re very hopeful that we’ll be able to bring you a balanced budget 

and look forward to those conversations.  

 I want to thank the schools.  We had a very productive first meeting with them to work through 

the renovations and the “Finish the Job” project that will include improvements to Memorial Park, 

upgrades to their schools, and I know that we still have work to do.  I shared with council there’s some 

new time frames involved that we weren’t aware of at that date.  So, for those who watching that, making 

sure everybody understands, in order to go forward with some of the improvements as presented at 

Memorial Park, Council will have to make a decision by mid-February, by February 21st.  The reason 
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for that is that the schools need to make a decision with their architect of whether to go forward with 

Option “A” which was presented to Council which matches our Master Plan for Memorial Park very 

closely.  It would really enable us to do many of the improvements that we slated and we adopted for 

Memorial Park but at the school’s expense.  So I’m really looking forward to working with Council, 

working together with the schools to hold some meetings, hopefully in the near future.  Whether that’s 

Executive Finance, whether that’s through Recreation Committee to really get the work done that needs 

to happen so we can have a decision and we can really some of the improvements that would benefit our 

whole community through this project.  So look forward to those dates coming from Council, working 

with you, and we’re as I said happy to provide any information.  I know Dr. Smialek and the schools 

have offered that as well so look forward to those conversations.  And with that we’ll turn to a couple of 

our directors for a few announcements.   

 

Director Holody – There are a number of really great events that are being brought to our community by 

the Chamber of Commerce that I want to briefly mention.  First on Tuesday, January 24th at 8:30 in the 

morning, there’ll be a free “Coffee Connections” event at Tri-C’s truck driving academy located at 

Heritage Business Park at 23555 Euclid Avenue.  Then on Thursday, January 26th at 11:30 AM we’ll be 

hosting Cuyahoga County Executive Armand Budish at the Irish American Club on Lakeshore 

Boulevard.  On Tuesday, February 7th at 8:30, they’ll be another “Coffee Connections” event at Action 

Car Star located at 21200 Saint Clair Avenue.  This will be an especially exciting event as Action Car 

Star has just completed an expansion project and have made a really nice investment in our community.  

And then lastly, on Wednesday, February 22nd at 11:30 AM, the Chamber will be hosting Mayor Gail’s 

State of the City Address at Tizzano’s Party Center.  There’s more information on all of these events at 

euclidchamber.com and I hope to see you there.  Lastly, I’d like to recognize Marty Castelletti of my 

staff for being elected the Cuyahoga County Home Consortium Chairman.  City of Euclid’s been a 

member of the County Home Consortium since 1990 and through that organization we’ve brought 

millions of dollars into our community to support housing initiatives of various kinds so Marty’s election 

as chairman I think is a good indication that we remain in good standing in the home consortium and I’d 

like to congratulate him on being elected to that position.  Thank you. 

 

Chief Meyer – Just a quick announcement, the Euclid Police Athletic League Basketball sessions at the 

Central Middle School have started back up there on Fridays from 6:00 to 9:00 PM.  Any questions you 

can contact the Police Department or you can visit our website. 

 

Director Knecht – The Service Department continues to and will continue to pick up leaves.  This past 

week was a little trying between snow and the heavy rain events.  It’s the same employees that work on 

all those things but we do continue to pick up and will continue to pick up until we get through the city 

one more time.  Thank you. 

 

REPORTS & COMMITTEE MINUTES 

 

Councilwoman Scarniench moved to receive the Board of Control Minutes for December 19, 2016 and 

December 27, 2016.  Councilwoman Hill seconded.   Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE FOR LEGISLATIVE MATTERS ONLY 

 

 

Mr. Victor Goodman – I’ll be so short y’all you wouldn’t know it.  20201 Glen Russ Lane.  I want to 

talk about item nine, it says first reading.  I sure hope this Council I don’t know if legally we have to go 

through these readings but this house and this situation has lingered for years and if we’ve got the noose 

around the neck we cannot allow that noose to slip again.  That house is, I pity the person who has to 

walk into it so if legally we have to go through three readings, if you can waive it, let’s take that house 

down.  Thank you.   Oh, by the way, my first time back I got to say it, I even look beautiful.  I can see 

myself.  Thank you.  Somebody listened to buying new tv. 

 

Mr. Jeffrey Beck – 25540 Chatworth.  Item number five.  The ordinance requiring council to be the final 

approval for all projects that the schools are going to put forward to the Architectural Review Board and 

Planning and Zoning, I’m in favor of this.  I think that this council needs to make sure that everything 

presented is crystal clear as to what’s going on and they need to protect the city’s assets.  The schools 

job is to protect the schools’ assets, not the city so make sure that what is being done is crystal clear to 

everybody up here on council and before you move forward.  Thank you. 

 

Mr. Christopher Gruber – 2161 Waynoka Road.  I’d like to address item four on the agenda.  I suspect 

that this is for the boardwalk and some of the lakefront improvement.  I’m all for lakefront development.  
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I would like to maybe recommend or suggest, maybe we can collaborate with the Cleveland Metroparks 

or another body that has experience, manpower, and money to do this type of project.  They did a 

wonderful job when they took over from the State of Ohio.  I know our Parks Department is stressed.  

I’m concerned that if we put a lot of money into that property down there that it won’t be maintained 

properly.  The city has a pretty poor record for maintaining their properties and even on my side of town, 

they’re giving parks back to homeowners that they can’t take care of so we have to look to the future to 

make sure that their funds are available to maintain those parks.  Number nine, first reading.  I would 

too like to ask that that be waived if at all possible and just move ahead if we could we could even 

probably go ahead with imminent domain because this property meets the demands of it in the Berman 

vs. Parker case where the court ruled the blight could be cleared in order to make a city more visually 

attractive.  The court stated that further it is within the legislative power to determine whether a property 

can be condemned solely to beautify a neighborhood and this property definitely falls into that category.  

So I would really like to see some action on this as soon as possible.  Thank you. 

 

LEGISLATION 

 

Ord. (001-17) Amend Section 1 of Ordinance No. 2812 for U8 and U4 Use Districts 

 

An ordinance to amend Section 1 of Ordinance No. 2812, as amended, and the map and map 

designations, which map and map designations, as amended, form a part of Ordinance No. 2812, as 

relates to and designates U8 and U4 use districts relative to said property. (Sponsored by Planning and 

Zoning) (Sent to Council with Recommendation for Passage) 

 

Director Holody – This item will rezone the property at 19515 Euclid Avenue from U8 office to U4 

retail. The property is improved with a 10,000 square foot, I’m sorry it’s a 10,000 square foot parcel.  

It’s improved with a structure that was initially built as a house.  It was used previously as an office 

building.  The property is surrounded on either side by retail zoned properties and this rezoning would 

bring the zoning in conformance with the surrounding properties.  There is sufficient parking in the rear 

of the property to accommodate a retail use.  The item was reviewed and recommended for passage by 

the Planning and Zoning Commission on December 13, 2016.  As this is a rezoning it will require a 

thirty-day public notice which means the public hearing will be held on February 6th of this year. 

 

President Monroe – One request I have for the second and third readings, if you could provide us with a 

copy of the zoning map in particular that area enlarged so that we can see. 

 

Councilwoman Caviness – I don’t have a lot to say about this but I do know that I am glad it is a first 

reading and the public reading will be February 6th because we need to hear from the residents and also 

the adjoining property owners with the retail stores.  I know that I spoke with the potential buyers this 

late in the summer and they’re talking about having a resale shop there.  But there then a lot of headaches 

with this particular property and I think that it was scheduled for foreclosure not very long ago.  I don’t 

know where that stands now but we would like to have something in there because with it sitting there 

abandoned it’s a problem right now.  But I would like to make sure all the residents here and that we 

speak with the potential buyers before we make a decision.  Thank you. 

 

Councilwoman Scarniench moved to close debate.  Councilman Jarosz seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Ord. (002-17) Amend Section 1 of Ordinance No. 2812 for U2 and U4 Use Districts  

 

An ordinance to amend Section 1 of Ordinance No. 2812, as amended, and the map and map 

designations, which map and map designations, as amended, form a part of Ordinance No. 2812, as 

relates to and designates U2 and U4 use districts relative to said property. (Sponsored by Planning and 

Zoning)  (Sent To Council with Recommendation for Passage) 

 

Director Holody – This will rezone property at the intersection of Lindbergh and East 200th Street from 

the U2 district to U4 retail.  This is being proposed in order to accommodate the construction of a new 

O’Reilly’s Auto Parts store at that location.  This has been a vacant property for many years so we’re 

excited to see the proposal for new construction.  This item was also reviewed and recommended for 

approval by the Planning and Zoning Commission.  As this is a rezoning it also requires a thirty days 

and I’ll note that the applicants are working through our Architectural Review Board for approval of the 

building.  I’ll be happy to answer any questions that you may have on this item. 

 

President Monroe – Director, again if you could provide a zoning map at the second reading that would 

be helpful and particularly highlight how many lots this is going down into the east.  Thank you. 



Council Minutes – January 17, 2017 

 

Page 4 of 23 

 

Councilwoman Scarniench – This is an exciting event because this property has been vacant for a long 

time but it is the biggest eyesore on 200th Street.  It is not maintained.  It’s not taken care of.  There’s 

also junk vehicles and boats and things parked there illegally and the whole area is just a mess.  So I’m 

very excited about this project.  I’m going to give a little plug if it’s okay.  Samuel Grant will be the 

district manager.  He’s very excited about this and he’s looking for Euclid people who are interested in 

having a job.  You can contact him at sgrant5@oreilly.com and ask for an application.  He’s very excited 

and so am I and I can’t wait for it happen.  Thank you. 

 

Councilman Jarosz moved to close debate.  Councilwoman Hill seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Res. 1-2017 (003-17) Use District Exception for 25701 Lakeland Boulevard 

 

A resolution granting a Use District Exception, pursuant to Chapter 1375.01(a)(3) of the Codified 

Ordinances of the City of Euclid, to Allison Stewart, prospective tenant, to allow a hair salon in a U8 –

Office Building District, Permanent Parcel Number 643-25-010, an office building, 25701 Lakeland 

Boulevard, Euclid, Ohio 44132. (Sponsored by Planning and Zoning)  (Sent To Council with 

Recommendation for Passage) 

 

Director Holody – Council may recall that this proposal UDE was previously presented to council.  It 

failed to gain confirmation by council in 2015.  The applicant was required to wait one year before 

resubmitting.  They have done that.  My recollection was that there were outstanding fire department 

issues last time this came before council.  Those have been corrected.  The Planning and Zoning 

Commission did recommend approval of this item on December 13, 2016.  As was stated the use district 

exception would allow for a hair braiding salon and shop to operate at the Lakeland Medical Building.  

I’ll be happy to answer any questions you may have.  Council does typically have at least two readings 

on use district exceptions so I was anticipating this being a first reading tonight but again would be happy 

to answer any questions you may have. 

 

Councilwoman Gorshe – All of what Director Holody said is indeed true but when you said 2015, time 

does fly.  As a result of all of that I did go and meet with the owner of the building and the building 

manager and Ms. Stewart, separately.  We talked about looking at and abiding by our ordinances.  

Making sure that we’re following the rules so that we can give you the business that you’re looking for.  

Because if you don’t have tenants than you’re not in business and a building stands vacant.  We simply 

just don’t want that.  So I did attend the December 13th Planning and Zoning Commission.  The owner 

of the building was there.  He did speak to it.  I did ask the Commission to definitely let this salon go 

forward.  It is definitely in a U8 and U8 used to be popular as we see with the two previous cases that 

we’re changing kind of as we’re evolving into a different entity.  Being that it was a medical use building.  

Well y’all know that the medical doctors of yesterday are now being employees of UH and CCF, etc.  

So this U8 is definitely the practical difficulty of having retail.  Speaking with Mr. Beno, he did say 

they’re looking at making a softer U8 retail for this type of use but I think we have to start somewhere.  

The woman had not been in business since we don’t you know you need to go through our process.  You 

need to wait for the year and I’m looking forward to seeing what absolutely can be done in this building 

and wish it much success.  I do thank my colleagues for the support in not allowing this before until we 

went through that process of understanding and working.  We definitely cannot change the past but we 

definitely can change the future and I feel encouraged with this so if this does not have to be a first 

reading, if we can waive that and go forward with passage, that would be greatly appreciated.  Thank 

you. 

 

Councilman Jarosz – If we vote tonight, I’ll be voting no on this.  It’s to my mind this is no different 

than the daycare in the bank building that we discussed a few weeks ago.  I find very little to suggest 

that if we for for our community is to turn our office spaces into hair braiding salons.  It to me it just 

doesn’t make sense with any eye on the future that this is what we want to be and surely we can do more 

to bring office type businesses to the City of Euclid instead of you know in my mind this is giving up so 

we can vote you know but that’s my two cents.  Thank you. 

 

Councilwoman Hill – I would be supporting my colleague in this.  I think it is a wonderful opportunity.  

When we think of a stylist, they are professionals and this would be, their shop is their office so why not 

allow them to be in an office space.  They provide us a service no more than what a doctor would have 

at that in time when it was a medical service building so you will have my support if we waive the 

readings.  I’m okay with voting on this tonight. 

 

Councilwoman Caviness – Pretty much what I was going to say Mr. Chair because I know that as 

Councilwoman Hill stated that our stylists nowadays are not just doing hair, they analyzed, they make 

mailto:sgrant5@oreilly.com
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recommendations to for conditions of, that people may be having with their health that they see in the 

scalp and they can make recommendations to doctors.  So it’s not something that we’re just looking at 

where people are just doing hair and nothing else and I think it’s, I think that Councilwoman Scarniench 

said, it’s just one, it’s just one office.  I don’t know how many offices are in the building but this is just 

one that we’re giving up right now and I’m sure that if it doesn’t work out we have the right to say, you 

know you can’t be here any longer.  I know it takes a little while.  We know that but yet in still we should 

give her the opportunity.  She waited this long.  Thank you. 

 

Councilman Langman – To follow up on Councilman’s Jarosz’s point, Director Holody, the new buzz 

word in P&Z seems to be hardship.  That term comes up a lot when we see these things come before us.  

Is that an objective term or is it a subjective term and if it’s subjective, who decides what’s a hardship 

and what isn’t? 

 

Director Holody – The Law Director may want to weigh in on this as well but hardship is what we 

typically look for an applicant to demonstrate in order to justify their request for some type of 

consideration under our zoning code and the reason it’s important for them to present a hardship is to 

differentiate their proposal from any other property.  We want to discourage the Commission or Council 

from setting a precedent that is not just unique to the specific circumstances of this case but would 

essentially open up a door for anyone.  So, a hardship is really up to the applicant to demonstrate but 

then Planning and Zoning and Council to consider and determine if in fact it’s legitimate.  Of course, 

there’s always the appeal option which makes the Courts the ultimate body to determine these cases if 

they do in fact get to that point but that’s kind of how we look at at the issue of hardship. 

 

Councilman Langman – But isn’t it true if and I’m assuming it passes tonight that a similar business can 

go to Euclid Office Building say well, hardship and be granted the same privileges at that property that 

they may be granted at the Lakeland Medical Building? 

 

Director Holody – Well the applicant at the Euclid Medical Building would have to present an argument 

as to why they face a similar hardship at that location.  Commissioner Beno is not able to join us tonight.  

I’m sure that we can follow up with you to discuss the specific aspects of the hardship argument that was 

made in this particular case and whether or not we foresee that being able to be replicated at other office 

buildings but I do know that and Councilwoman Gorshe may have some input into this as well that with 

this particular property owner you know they’ve been working with us to make an argument specific to 

this particular property, the Lakeland Medical Building.   

 

Councilman Langman – To me it seems like once we grant something, that offers strong precedent for 

others to come in and make similar pitches to other buildings so I don’t see how this is unique to this 

particular building, I think we could have more applicants.  It doesn’t mean it’s good or bad, it just 

simply opens the door.  Thank you. 

 

Councilwoman Scarniench – I will support this.  Anybody that goes into medical buildings especially, 

you will find hair salons, you’ll find pharmacies, you’ll find restaurants because that’s all services that 

people in the building tend to use.  I have no problem with this being used for that.  You know if the 

clientele comes there they might start using the doctors that are in the building.  I’m not sure what’s in 

the building anymore but until you start doing something then nothing is ever going to happen and they 

do it all over the place and there’s never, I have never seen a problem with this kind, type of thing so I 

will support this.  

 

Councilman Delaney – I had a question similar to what Councilwoman Scarniench said.  Is this area 

going to be in the walk up part of the building?  The entry level? 

 

Director Holody – That’s correct.  The space is on the first floor of the building. 

 

Councilman Delaney – And usually there, we do find that in office buildings, a lot of retail space.  Is 

there a maybe a plan for the future of this building to move that first floor into a retail setting and maybe 

encourage some sort of renovation to, to actually bring in more of those services to the upper floors.  I 

mean I can only see that as part of you know a bigger plan.  So, in the future if this retailer tracks more 

retail, more services, they have to come in front of Planning and Zoning to get that space rezoned so is 

there a chance that we could go to the owner and maybe work with them on a bigger vision? 

 

Director Holody -We certainly can.  We’ve been in contact with the owner quite frequently through this 

process and as Councilwoman Gorshe alluded to Zoning Commissioner Beno has looked at our office 

regulations and our office zoning district and it’s important to note that that section of code hasn’t been 
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updated since the 1950’s or 1960’s, it’s been a very long time and so it may be the case that that district 

is too restrictive.  Certainly, we would have to spend more time looking at that, identify it, propose 

changes, and then ultimately Council would, would have to approve those if they were to go into effect.  

But in the meantime, we can certainly work with the property owner and continue to work with him to 

lend our support in any way possible to increase the activity and jobs at this location. 

 

Councilman Delaney – Okay.  Well I don’t think it’s an unusual use considering the trend in office 

spaces.  I think it would help them complement their tenants in the future so that would be my suggestion 

as you answered my question that we continue to work with the owner and maybe come up a bigger 

plan.  So in the future this is probably a little, little easier to accommodate.  Thank you. 

 

Councilwoman Gorshe – Yes, there, this is not only a hair salon but it’s a boutique where you can buy 

some jewelry and some scarves and accessories and such and there is some vision for that consultation 

with the clients that come in.  Yes, it’s the first floor.  It’s glassed in.  It’s you know beautiful.  It’s 

definitely curb appeal for people walking through to go to the other businesses.  Keep in mind there was 

a fire there so some of businesses have found other places.  Some are coming back.  The owner of the 

building does indeed have some visions that their you know dreams and desires of what he would like 

this building to be.  It has a strong bone so to speak in the brick and there’s definitely fire floors or fire 

whatever you call that, between each floor so it definitely has lots of possibilities.  One idea that was 

floated around was you know maybe an extended stay facility.  That’s kind of been said, well we’ll have 

to work on that but Mr. Beno is working with him to really get some ideas for the success of the building 

to answer some of the questions that have been coming back and forth.  Thank you. 

 

President Monroe – I think a few notes are important here.  This is Use District Exception as to the 

particular premise so it’s not the whole building.  It’s the suite that’s identified on the application so I 

think that’s an important, it’s not a rezoning.  It’s a Use District Exception which is basically a variance 

and the legal standard is as Councilman Langman, the applicant needs to prove unnecessary hardship in 

strict compliance with the code.  I would suggest to you that hair salons, barber shops are typical 

accessory use to an office building.  I work in Class A 19-story office building.  We have a 

barbershop/salon on the first floor.  So I suggest it’s a typical accessory use to the main use and like one 

of my colleagues mentioned it’s often an incentive for tenants to have a cafeteria, a gym, a barbershop 

in the building so if that helps with filling the occupancy because I think we can all agree medical office 

buildings, that ship may have sailed and it’s going to take some time to re-tenant this building.  I agree 

with Director Holody that we probably should take a look at the definition of an office and the permitted 

uses in an office if we haven’t looked at that since 1950-something.  It’s probably time to reopen that 

can of worms.  My only concern and my suggestion amendment tonight is I know that it’s been a problem 

in the past.  I don’t know if it’s been a problem now but a portable sign in the parking lot and so I would 

offer an amendment to, to this proposed resolution and that amendment would be that the applicant 

comply strictly with all of the sign regulations of the City of Euclid.  So there are ways to have temporary 

signs to advertise your business and make it successful but I’ll defer to Director Holody and his staff, 

you can’t have cheap signs over and over, out front, hand-lettered signs, it makes it look cheap and there 

are ways to put up sufficient temporary signage to allow people to know that your business is open and 

we spend a lot of time redoing the sign ordinance in the City of Euclid and so I think this is an opportunity 

to address that. 

 

Councilman Langman moved to close debate.  Councilwoman Gorshe seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

President Monroe has moved to the amend the approval of the Use District Exception to require the 

applicant and the property owner to strictly comply with the City of Euclid’s Codified Ordinances 

regarding temporary and permanent signage.  Councilwoman Hill seconded.   

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Scarniench, Hill, Jarosz, Mancuso, Delaney, Langman, Gorshe, Caviness, Monroe. 

 

Passed. 

 

Councilwoman Gorshe moved to waive the second and third readings.  Councilman Jarosz seconded. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Hill, Jarosz, Mancuso, Delaney, Langman, Gorshe, Caviness, Scarniench, Monroe. 

 

Passed. 

 

Councilwoman Gorshe moved to pass the amended resolution.  Councilwoman Scarniench seconded. 
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Roll Call:  Yeas:  Jarosz, Mancuso, Delaney, Langman, Gorshe, Caviness, Scarniench, Hill, Monroe. 

 

Passed. 

 

 

 

Res. 2-2017 (008-17) Euclid Waterfront Improvements Plan Phase II 

 

A resolution authorizing the Mayor of the City of Euclid or her designee to execute and submit multiple 

grant applications with the Ohio Department of Natural Resources for Phase II of the Euclid Waterfront 

Improvements Plan, including a Coastal Management Assistance Grant (CMAG), a Clean Ohio Trails 

Fund Grant (COTF) and a Recreational Trails Program Grant (RTP) and the Sustain Our Great Lakes 

(SOGL) Grant administered by the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation. (Sponsored by Mayor 

Holzheimer Gail and All Members of Council) 

 

Comment: A total amount of $850,000 in grant applications will be made.  

 

Director Holody – As Council is aware, we are preparing for the next phase of construction on our 

exciting waterfront improvements project.  At this time I’d like to ask that Community Projects Manager 

Allison Lukacsy speak briefly about the legislation that’s before you tonight. 

 

Manager Lukacsy – So this legislation is to authorize the City to apply for four grants as you heard three 

of them are from the Ohio Department of Natural Resources and one of them is through the Fish, National 

Fish and Wildlife Foundation.  I will be writing these grants with support from our consultants 

SmithGroup/JJR who’s contract you authorized in December.  And I put together which I hope you 

received in your mailbox Council this sheet that gives you a brief overview of the four grants.  We are 

submitting these four grants as part of one legislation because they all have due dates in early or mid-

February and are relatively funding the same thing.  It is all, we are seeking these funds for the 

construction of Phase II of the Waterfront Improvements Plan which we seek to begin constructing this 

summer, summer 2017.  So, to quickly to run through the grants. So, the first one is from the Coastal 

Management Assistant Grant, we received that twice in the past and we submitted a pre-application 

which is a new requirement as part of the grant for this funding year and we were high encouraged to 

submit the full application based on what we submitted as a pre-application.  So, Jason our consultant 

from SmithGroup/JJR and I have had very encouraging conversations with the project manager at ODNR 

for that one.  That is, we are seeking 150,000.00 from ODNR through the CMAG grant and I should say 

that the matches that are indicated in the fourth column, all of those matches for all these grants are 

coming from the Casino Revenue Fund, the State Capital Grant, and the Harbortown TIF and all of those 

funds for matches exist right now.  We have them in place.  The second grant is called the Clean Ohio 

Trails Fund.  We’ve also been awarded that twice in the past for this waterfront project and for both the 

COTF and the third one on the list which is the Recreational Trails Program, that’s administered through 

the same project manager at ODNR and I, last week along with Jason also had a very good meeting with 

the project manager for those two grants who indicated to us that we would, we would likely have a very 

successful application should we apply for both of these.  The one caveat is that even though they’re two 

different grants per fiscal year, the most you can receive from this office is 500,000.  So, we will seek 

500,000 from the Clean Ohio Trails Fund and a separate 1,000 from the Recreational Trails Program but 

if you’re doing the math and finding that doesn’t equal the 850,000 that I’ve put in for, it’s because we 

can’t exceed 500,000 for that group so we may end up getting 400,000 from Clean Ohio and 1,000 from 

RTP but either way we’ll, we are seeking the full amount that we can get from those grants for this year.  

And the fourth one I’m very excited about because that’s actually a brand new funding opportunity for 

us through the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation.  The green storm water infrastructure is a new 

funding area for this organization and even though it is a very competitive grant, I think with the project 

that we put forth we have a good chance of getting that.  And that would be for $200,000.00 and that’s 

one’s due just a little bit later in February.  Some of these awards will not be awarded to us until after 

the project is to begin construction.  However they are retroactive which is the case for some of the 

funding we have currently have.  So, and if I could just also answer the gentleman in the audience who 

had a question about the maintenance and stewardship.  We have had multiple conversations with the 

Metroparks regarding future stewardship and ideally a third-party would take over that maintenance and 

so that’s something that’s ongoing and is clearly stipulated and the MOU’s and easements that we do 

have with shoreline property owners. 

 

Councilwoman Mancuso – Really no.  I think she covered it very well.  As you can see we’re not sitting 

still.  We continue to find funding sources.  I want to congratulate Allison for her efforts, keeping her 

eye on the ball.  Thank you very much and for former Councilman Gruber.  We’ve been talking to 
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Metroparks almost from the beginning.  We’re, we’re well aware of their expertise and they have more 

money than god so they can do a nice job.  So we have done both of those so I would ask my colleagues 

to support this as we move forward.  Thank you. 

 

Councilman Delaney – Just as I listen to as we submit our grants to try and get partners for all of our 

improvements, it’s always been for decades and decades, we want to bring in more people down to the 

lakefront.  We want to connect this resource to the whole city and beyond.  As horrible as the price tag 

for our storm water control project is I see it as a complement that we’re guaranteeing cleaner water.  

We’re guaranteeing rebounding of species.  We’re guaranteeing a more higher quality for that kind of 

recreation sportsman and overall health of the lake.  Does that help us when we go and ask to get some 

of this money back, the investment we’ve made in this storm water consent decree? 

 

Manager Lukasy – Absolutely.  That is indicative in many of the applications that we make that we have 

these improvements elsewhere.  Grants that we’ve previously received including an EPA Clean Water 

Grant for Sims and adjacent areas also is something that funders look at to see what we’re doing on a 

more holistic scale upstream and many of these grants are heavily focused on what we’re doing to create 

a nursery fish habitat that we’re using native plantings, that we’re really creating an environment that’s 

good for both people and for the wildlife and other natural, more natural inhabitants. 

 

Councilman Delaney – That’s great.  I just know that this hundred and fifty-million-dollar investment is 

just such a monumental thing to ask of our residents and I think that we should use this as often as 

possible and continue to put it in the limelight.  Just as I was coming in today I was listening to the radio 

how our Senator Portman in looking at the new proposee EPA director, the health of Lake Erie was his 

number one priority.  So we should be right there.  We should have our all of our elected officials from 

top to bottom have that conscience what our investment is in this project and I can only see it being more 

helpful down the road to get more investment to these improvements in the lake. 

 

President Monroe – It looks like the total ask is 850 although if you add these up it’s 950 but it’s because 

you can’t get the RTP fully funded if the COTF is fully funded?  So the maximum is 850.  Okay. 

 

 

Councilwoman Mancuso moved to close debate.  Councilman Delaney seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Councilwoman Mancuso moved to suspend any future readings.  Councilman Jarosz seconded.  Yeas:  

Unanimous. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Mancuso, Delaney, Langman, Gorshe, Caviness, Scarniench, Hill, Jarosz, Monroe. 

 

Passed. 

 

Ord. (010-17) Requirement of to be Final Approval for Euclid City Schools “Finish the Job” Plan  

 
An ordinance requiring Euclid City Council to be the final approval body for all projects that the Euclid City 

Schools present to the Architectural Review Board and Planning and Zoning Commission for their Phase 2 

“Finish the Job” Plan. (Sponsored by Councilperson Gorshe, Delaney, Langman, and Scarniench)  

 

Directory Sweeney – I first drafted this legislation, excuse me I’m still, I’m still under the weather.  It’s 

three weeks now.  I want this to be over.  I drafted this at Councilwoman Gorshe’s request and then in 

doing more research after this was submitted to your, for your agenda.  I did some research and looked 

at our Planning and Zoning Code.  So, per Euclid Codified Ordinance 1327.12, any appeals of ARB 

decisions should go to the Planning and Zoning Commission.  There’s no provision that any appeals of 

ARB should go to Council.  Then also in Euclid Codified Ordinance 1301.03, the only types of matters 

that should come to Council from P&Z are change in zoning, plaques, street dedications, and use district 

exceptions.  What the school would be giving to you or giving to P&Z is conditional use approval and 

those do not require council approval.  So, your request that Council be the final body to hear matters 

from ARB and P&Z is not in our revised code, in our Euclid Codified Ordinances and that is in Planning 

and Zoning code also.  So, that would in essence be a changed of our Planning and Zoning code.  We 

would have to change our ordinances for Council to be the final arbiter of some of these items.  Again 

that would entail a change in the Planning and Zoning code and any changes of Planning and Zoning 

code have to first go to Planning and Zoning for approval and we’ve not done that.  So, it was my 

recommendation to pull this piece and also Council will be the final body to approve a number of items 

that would include matters that you know somewhat would go to P&Z and ARB.  As we discussed, it’s 

going to cover what properties and facilities this MOU or shared use agreement that we’re going to draft 
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with the schools.  Council will approve what properties and facilities are covered.  Any financial 

contributions that the City will make to this project; contribution of land, what is going to be constructed, 

maintenance responsibilities of all the items that will be constructed, any types of easements, and any 

types of shared use of any of the facilities.  Mr. Higley has given me a very rudimentary draft of what 

he thinks will be the city’s responsibility versus the school’s responsibility.  We still need to hammer 

that out a little bit.  I would recommend and I think the Mayor would also recommend that maybe we 

have a the schools come forth at ARB or at P&Z, Council’s present.  Maybe some of items might be in 

front of the Rec Commission but have you or a commission of you hear these items that we would discuss 

in the shared use agreement and I would hope that would satisfy Council that you wouldn’t necessarily 

have to decide final ARB items like what color brick and fencing and things of that nature.  Of course, 

you’re welcome to attend ARB meetings and P&Z meetings and voice your opinion at those but I just 

didn’t think this was the best piece to accomplish what Council wants.  

 

Councilwoman Gorshe – Yes Directory Sweeney, thank you for bringing that up.  Just this afternoon 

after thinking that this would be okay but I felt it was that it was on the agenda, that it went out to the 

public, and that we owed the public an explanation as to what the spirit and the intent of this legislation 

is.  So, if I may, I’d like to read the legislation fact sheet that I put together to accompany this legislation.  

Euclid City Council’s been elected to be good stewards of the finances of the City, and to protect its 

valuable assets.  City Council is also elected to protect the citizens they serve and ensure that their hard-

earned tax dollars are spent wisely.  This increased tax, the bond issue is costly on the citizens and their 

share over 37 years is in the thousands of dollars.  Requiring that all cases pertaining to the Euclid Public 

School’s Phase 2 “Finish the Job” Plan that go before the Architectural Review Board and/or the 

Planning and Zoning Commission shall require council confirmation, ensuring additional oversight and 

approval.  Additionally, since the Euclid City Schools will be using land belonging to the City of Euclid 

for their Phase 2 “Finish the Job” Plan, Euclid City Council is to be the final approval body for all 

projects as I mentioned a moment ago.  The desire of the community is to have the schools improve their 

collaboration with City leadership.  City Council is very interested in improved collaboration.  City 

Council’s responsible for being good stewards of residents’ tax dollars being spent well.  They also 

charged with protecting City assets and where it pertains to the use of City land, making sure that we 

protect our assets.  This ordinance ensures that City Council is at the table to be able to do so.  I think 

that the plan that we were presented when one we got the larger map looks wonderful.  There’s some 

tweaks that we need to have.  There’s some things that we need to discuss, absolutely.  This is our once-

in-a-lifetime opportunity to take this plan to ensure its success.  We also have to take the time to 

thoroughly explore this opportunity that’s been presented.  This particular area of the city is indeed in 

Ward 8.  I did talk with Mr., Director Holody this afternoon and we did talk about some of the conditional 

approvals that have to be made by Planning and Zoning because this would be within the 150 feet of 

limits, boundary limits that we have to ensure that this also not a nuisance to the residents.  If I want to 

go back historically, there’s been some difficulty with street parking down residential streets to get to 

Diamond 5 I believe where even a referee had changed from his street clothes into his referee uniform 

on someone’s tree lawn so we really need to protect and really think through all the what if scenarios 

and that really is the spirit of what the intent was here.  We definitely want partnership.  We definitely 

collaborate.  We want to have the best plan we absolutely can have because our residents deserve it.  I 

would also include a suggestion to my colleagues of course Chairperson Monroe, Councilwoman 

Scarniench, and myself were all Planning and Zoning and know the code and have the resources.  So, 

let me give you a resource.  I would suggest that you look at the Chapter 1364 which is the C1, Campus 

and Institutional District specifically 1364.09 which is the approval procedures and familiarize as we go 

through this process what, what would come of this and so I really felt that this would be our opportunity 

to express what we felt and what the intent of this legislation was.   Thank you. 

 

Councilman Langman – I think this proposed legislation is basically to sum up what the process through 

ARB is and Planning and Zoning, it comes back to Council.  I’m not expecting any major fireworks if 

in fact we were to pass this and the plan came with a final approval.  But I do want to bring up something 

that I’ve mentioned at the joint meeting and I will mention again, we’re going to be taking down 

approximately 85 mature trees.  They’re going to be putting artificial fields which drain water.  My 

concern that as chair of the Service Committee I guess it should be my concern is how do we address 

the storm water.  Storm water issues transcends what’s being built on our land versus the school land, 

the water could very well wind up in our storm water system which is a burden on all of us because we 

have to handle that storm water.  So, that is my concern.  I want to see how this project is mitigate that.  

The natural mitigation is going away because we’re taking out most of the mature trees and new trees, 

smaller trees will not absorb as much water so how is this done and I’ve talked to Director Knecht about 

the potential opportunities but ultimately it’s the schools call.  I need to see that plan before I approve 

the MOU’s are anything else.  That’s what I’m looking for.  I think this legislation brings up everything 

after everything is done through our normal city processes and hopefully we’ll have answers to all our 
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questions by time if in fact this did pass we were to consider the plan before the school’s deadline.  So, 

but I think the point is again the individual questions that we all have.  Mine happens to be around storm 

water.  I want to see information about that and how it’s going to be addressed Thank you. 

 

Councilman Delaney – Just to the Law Director’s point about the codes.  This isn’t a Panini’s.  This is 

an enormous impact and it a totally public project and this is what we do and this is what the legislation 

is asking for.  I was glad we had the meeting with the schools.  It was great that it came in with the spirit 

of collaboration.  I agree with Councilman Langman.  I don’t see a lot of fireworks on things that go 

through the process but what I see here is a criticism I’ve had for all my years on council is that 

Architectural Review Board, Planning and Zoning, they’re appointed by the Mayor and there isn’t an 

approval of council.  There’s no mechanism for that and they’re not accountable to the voters.  We’re 

accountable to the voters and although we are two separate governments we are brought in and asked to 

collaborate and this is what we do.  So, I’m happy that this legislation came forward.  I think we need to 

be very careful.  I think Councilman Langman goes too far.  I don’t think we should take out those trees.  

So, we want to have those discussions.  I think I want to see some Plan B down the road.  I’ve seen 

various versions of this plan throughout the campaign.  So, I want to make sure that it has to have its 

time and it has to be prioritized.  This made us the number one taxed community in Cuyahoga County.  

I opened up my water bill.  It was over $500.00 and I’ve been looking at the same pile of leaves since 

Halloween on my front lawn.  You have to be careful with this.  We can’t look at this plan and say it 

looks great.  It’s a shiny glossy color futuristic thing.  We have to take each piece of it and we have to 

understand how it’s going to impact our residents and we have to look at what we’re losing and what 

we’re trying to gain here.  So, I think that this is asking all parties to just bring it through a little further 

and I don’t think anyone can disagree with that.  I think that what we’re asking of our citizens here is 

enormous and I want people to trust that and I want to feel good about it myself and I think that passing 

this and going forward with this is gonna give that confidence to more people because I don’t think in 

the end as I express this is in private conversations with as many people as I can talk to I don’t think 

anybody understood the gravity of the whole levy.  I don’t think they understood exactly what was being 

change out even people who voted for it heard about the demolition of Euclid Central and thought, had 

I known that I wouldn’t I don’t think I’d voted for it.  So we still have to bring these things we have to 

communicate these things in public and this this is what this piece does.  It asks for the collaboration and 

basically the system of what we do which is legislation.  Thank you Mr. Chairman. 

 

Councilwoman Hill – Honestly I think we need to allow that ARB and Planning and Zoning to do their 

job.  I don’t think they need to be micromanaged every step of the way by us.  It sounds like we couldn’t 

pass this if we wanted to without changing a lot of codes, other codes that we already have in place in 

ordinances.  Again I know we have to talk through a couple of the details but I want to remind us first 

and foremost the levy has been voted for.  It has passed and we are now paying for this so our 

responsibility to the citizens is to ensure that they’re getting what they’re paying for not by rearranging 

it or micromanaging the details so much that we’re missing deadlines.  They can’t get the maximum 

amount of their tax dollars that are spent.  The master plan that council voted on a few years, it matches 

the plan almost to the tee so I have to ask why are we, what is our motive behind this.  Why are we really 

looking to micromanage because if we would have to move trees; if we put the plan forth, it’s the same 

trees we have to move.  So, let’s move forward on this.  Let’s now hinder this because our taxpayers are 

already paying for it.  When they make their payment if they have not already made their tax payment 

this month they’ve already paid for it so give them what they’re paying for.  And then I just think again 

we need to allow Architectural Review Board do their job.  Let Planning and Zoning do their job.  Let’s 

show up at the meetings so we can be a part of it.  Let’s show up at the meetings that the schools have 

so we can voice our opinions but let’s make sure this gets done because the reality is we are gaining the 

opportunity will not come back around for us to be able to do the project of our own.  We don’t have the 

two million dollars to put into Memorial Park that we want to put in.  This way its already paid for.  The 

school is looking to do it.  They’re looking to beautify it.  It is an asset to our community.  Let’s not 

hinder this.  Thank you. 

 

Councilwoman Scarniench – I’ll throw my two cents into this.  This is the first reading for this legislation.  

It was brought up to make sure that we were doing our due diligence to make sure our residents as was 
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stated are getting what they paid for.  It is important as far as I’m concerned that we have that memo of 

understanding immediately.  And then we have an immediate meeting of council by ourselves to discuss 

it, to make sure that everything that we think should be there is there.  Then we would have a second 

meeting and with the school board with the administration as we did before and have this good dialogue 

and make sure that everything is the way we want it to be.  If there are changes that happen we need to 

know about it because too many times things happen and I didn’t know and we can’t keep doing that.  

One of my big concerns is the opening of the street.  Now I know that has to come back to us so they 

can’t open the street unless it comes back to us so we need to have this discussion and find out everything 

that there is and I understand the whole thing with the endangered species and the bats.  I get that about 

the trees and that’s an important thing but I think we can really make that determination and make that 

happen in a timely manner if we go about it in the right way and by the time we have the second our 

second reading we may be ready to say okay.  We’re satisfied with what’s here.  The important this is 

we need to have a say.  I’m sorry I don’t agree with a whole lot of what goes on with Planning and 

Zoning anymore and I make no bones about that and as was stated, they’re not elected we are and I need 

to watch the pockets of my residents because they’re all in the same boat as we all have been because 

this passed and because it passed we move forward and so I’m saying go ahead make this the first reading 

but let’s move forward as quickly as possible to get that memo to us so that we can have a meeting and 

set it up and do the things that we need to do.  Thank you. 

 

President Monroe – First of all I apologize for missing the meeting that was held about a week ago.  My 

son had an event that I didn’t want to miss so I did miss that but I think it’s important to step back and 

look at where we are and how we get to going forward.  The first of all, the first thing that’s important 

remember is a good part of what is shown on this plan is owned by the City of Euclid and that’s our job 

and so if they want to use part of our property, there has to be an agreement to do that.  That’s the 

leverage I would suggest to you and that I agree with my colleague Councilwoman Scarniench is the 

how the MOU gets a negotiated and there’s going to be some give and take and I will, I’ll put it right out 

on the table you know what my issues are but it concerns me that even from the Administration that 

there’s a suggestion that’s there’s contribution here and I just want to make it very clear this would be 

in my mind a lease of city property for a defined term upon certain conditions.  The City of Euclid isn’t 

contributing anything at least in my book.  So I just want to make that absolutely clear.  Another issue 

that kind of threads through a couple of the comments is I agree with Councilman Langman, I think you 

know and I see this in my job a lot, there a site plans and they’re developed and then low and behold 

when they go to engineer them, the proverbial you know it doesn’t go well because all of a sudden we 

need oh we need a drainage basin that will have to be four acres large and make no mistake all the 

regulatory bodies that regulate storm water management don’t give political sub-divisions a pass 

anymore.  And so that’s going to be a very contentious and expensive process.  Okay so and how that 

goes through Councilwoman’s Scarniench’s comment is if something changes then the MOU changes 

and they come back to this body because say oh well here’s the plan we were shown and it was attached 

to the MOU well we can’t really do that because of drainage well then if that’s the case then I think it 

should have to come back to this body for review because it’s the use of city property.  So the master 

plan, I need to grab a copy of that just to make sure.  My own going back to where we started the 

legislation before us tonight, I have concerns about I don’t think we can legislatively overlay something 

onto the Charter and the existing ordinances I think that would have to be fine-tuned.  I don’t think this 

particular ordinance would stand review but that could be tweaked and there could be specific line items.  

But I think a more positive path forward is what has been suggested is the school board needs to come 

to city council with a memorandum of understanding.  We need time to digest it.  Have a public hearing 

on it and then vote on it.  And I think in that process many of the issues that we’re concerned about will 

be flushed out.  That’s my own personal opinion and just you know so everybody knows where I stand 

is like I agree with Councilman Delaney that I’m not sure so sure this athletic field and shown behind 

the ice rink is in the best interest of the city of Euclid.  I don’t think it makes a whole lot of sense to tear 

down a old growth forest to put something else up but that’s just me and people may agree or disagree 

and I guess we’ll find out if there’s five amongst us that feel the same way but I think the mechanism 

we have is the school district come to the MOU to the city council.  We have a meeting if we need to I 

guess we’ll do two but I think we get one just to get everybody’s comments.  We’ve heard Councilman 

Langman’s concern about storm water management and I think I heard some of the folks are concerned 
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about ongoing maintenance as if all this is allowed to happen on some of it to happen on city property 

in a year from now we don’t want it to look like it’s shaggy and run down and not maintained so that’s 

going to be part of the discussion at least it’s one of my concerns is we have in Northeast Ohio we’re 

great about this.  We make big splashy new projects and then we run for the hills and oh it’s falling apart 

and we all laugh like well what do you know we got to go back to raise taxes to fix it so we want to make 

sure that’s all done up front.  So the timetable that’s been presented to us and again I think last, first time 

I saw this was last Friday, was this 21st date because if the school board wants to do that then I’d say 

okay well then it’s up to your lawyers to get something to City Council by next week because I, you 

know we have budgets and it’s no secret that we have budget hearings in February so you know unless 

we’re every day of the week which I think we could do but would rather not, we need enough time to 

digest what’s being suggested and that’s not to say that people here, I’ve heard a lot of support tonight.  

There may be some tweaking that has to happen and maybe some people get what they want, some 

people don’t but our job is to be a steward of the city’s property, that’s our chip in this game and I 

understand the voters voted for the levy but this wasn’t attached to the ballot and so it’s our job to protect 

everything from the library basically north and to make sure it’s done in an appropriate manner so what 

I would suggest tonight is that we do the Councilmen’s proposed ordinance as a first reading.  We could 

come back to it and I think it has to be tweaked a little bit but I think in the meantime I think it would be 

our understanding if the school board wants us to keep on this schedule that they do the homework, 

present the first draft, and if you want to stay on the timeline that we’re talking about than that first draft 

has to come back I’d say in a week that we schedule a meeting maybe sometime early February, talk 

about it, and try to hash some of the specific issues and see what we can do but I think that’s the kind of 

the path forward and then also as far as ARB and P&Z their going to have to go through those hoops as 

well.  I don’t think there’s just because you’ve participated in the MOU for use of portions of this park 

that that bypasses those review processes that are required by both the Charter and the Codified 

Ordinances.  So that’s the what I think we can work forward to and see how that process goes and 

everybody if we could get a document to take a look at and I agree with some of the comments that we 

want to, we’re going to attach something and if it varies from that it’s going to have to come back and 

we’d like to see the attachments and maybe the attachment at this point is this.  Okay we’ll undertake 

that but there may not be support for every specific change to the city’s property that appears on this 

drawing.  So with that I think I would entertain a motion to close the debate for this evening’s reading 

of this proposed ordinance.  We’ll keep it on the agenda for two weeks.  I would ask that the school 

board if the intention is to use the city property then to produce a Memorandum of Understanding in 

short order and we don’t want to get it the night before.  We’re having a hearing or trying to do 

something.  I would suggest a week out.  A week and a few days.  This isn’t our schedule so if we had a 

schedule I’m sure we go a little bit more deliberately but we’re being asked to do it quickly so I’m asking 

to the school board to do their job and to produce the document they want us to and that’s where we’ll 

start and we’ll work backwards and then we’ll look at scheduling a meeting maybe in the first week of 

February and I think we have a housing committee on the 25th of January so potentially that first week 

of February on Wednesday. 

 

Councilman Delaney – One more quick thing.  You mentioned a land lease.  Should we also have some 

sort of coming from the city’s end, some sort of rough draft of the land lease that we could look at things 

all at the same time. 

 

President Monroe – Yes, I think that would be appropriate. 

 

Councilman Delaney – Okay.  Make sure that we have it all together so we can do this at once.  Thank 

you. 

 

President Monroe – So obviously we can’t tell the school district or make it conditional upon what we’re 

doing this evening but if we don’t have something by middle of next week what we’re going to find is 

we’re against the deadline.  Everybody’s going to be upset and so this is the timetable that the applicant 

for lack of a better term wants to use.  We’ll go on that.  That would be my recommendation.   
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Councilwoman Mancuso – Just let me clarify.  So are we going to have a special council meeting?  Are 

we going to the rec committee?  Are we going to Executive/Finance?  How are we going to do this?  I 

would hate to hold a council meeting with other business when this is what we should be focusing on. 

 

President Monroe – I agree.  I think it should be an exclusive meeting.  I think the best mechanism would 

be a work session of the Executive and Finance Committee so we can roll up our sleeves and really dig 

into it and I think that’s, we’ve had good success of that in the past but I agree that’s probably the best 

way to start.  And we can tentatively schedule that for, it’s like February 1?  Is it February 1, 6:30, work 

session of Executive and Finance.   

 

Councilwoman Gorshe moved to close debate.  Councilwoman Mancuso seconded.   

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Delaney, Langman, Gorshe, Caviness, Scarniench, Hill, Jarosz, Mancuso, Monroe. 

Passed.  

 

Ord. 3-2017 (007-17) Lease-Management Agreement with Coral Management Company for Shore 

Cultural Centre 

 

An emergency ordinance authorizing the Mayor of the City of Euclid or her designee to enter into an 

extension of the current lease-management agreement with the Coral Management Company; such 

agreement outlining the terms for Coral to lease the Shore Cultural Centre from the City and to manage 

the property through December 31, 2017. (Sponsored by Mayor Holzheimer Gail) 

 

Comment: This would authorize a one year extension of the contact with the Coral Management 

Company.   

 

Mayor Holzheimer Gail – This is as you know Coral Company has been managing Shore Cultural 

Centre.  This is a renewal of their contract.  They agreed to, they agreed to extend it at the current rate 

and with the same conditions and so I know Council is well familiar with the work that Coral’s done.  

Proud of the progress that we’ve been making at Shore and would ask for your approval this evening.  

Happy to answer any questions.  I know Miss Kidder had reached out to Council and if there were no 

questions she was not going to be so I don’t believe there were any questions but happy to answer any. 

 

Councilman Langman moved to suspend the rules to waive the second and third readings.  Councilman 

Delaney seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas: Langman, Gorshe, Caviness, Scarniench, Hill, Jarosz, Mancuso, Delaney, Monroe. 

Passed. 

 

Ord. 4-2017 (004-17) Brandywine Pump Station SSO Elimination Project  

 
An ordinance authorizing the Director of Public Service of the City of Euclid to advertise for bids and enter 

into contract for the Brandywine Pump Station SSO Elimination Project. (Sponsored by Councilperson 

Langman by request of the Public Service Director)  

 

Comment: This SSO elimination is required by the US EPA Consent Decree.  
 

Director Knecht – This is for one of our final two SSO projects.  This is the Brandywine Pump Station.  

For those of you who aren’t familiar with it this is up off of Highland Road on the top of the ridge in the 

Scotty Highlands neighborhood.  This is an area where we had put in a pump station years back to replace 

a treatment facility that was up there.  During periods of high flow, this pump station does currently 

overflow which ends up making its way down to Euclid Creek helping to contribute to some of those 

high numbers that we’ve seen the last few years there.  This will allow us to advertise and enter into an 

agreement with the contractor that’s found to be the lowest and best bid.  The work that we are doing for 

the pump station will include a overflow tank which will capture the flows during high flow and once 

the flow comes back down to a normal rate we’ll be able to pump that tank out essentially not letting 

any of the overflow escape anymore to the creek as it previously was.  One of the other things that we 

will be doing on this project, there is a access driveway that comes off the main road down to the pump 

station, that will be rebuilt with what they call a turf-stone product which is a green type of pavement 

that will allow our maintenance trucks to be able to go down to the pump station when it needs work 
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done without disturbing the ground but from a distance it will look like it’s a grass patch going down.  I 

ask for your support tonight and be happy to answer any questions. 

 

Councilman Langman – Since the latest consent decree that the city approved and the 

w……………..structural install, how many SSO’s have we addressed? 

 

Director Knecht – Total we had about seventeen roughly when the consent decree started and these are 

the final two that we’re down to. 

 

Councilman Langman – Can you provide a list of those SSO’s and just a rough map of where they were 

located? 

 

Director Knecht – Yes. 

 

Councilman Langman – Thank you. 

 

Councilwoman Caviness moved to close debate.  Councilwoman Scarniench seconded.  Yeas:  

Unanimous.     

 

Councilman Jarosz moved to suspend the rules to waive the second and third readings.  Councilwoman 

Hill seconded.   

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Gorshe, Caviness, Scarniench, Hill, Jarosz, Mancuso, Delaney, Langman, Monroe. 

 

Councilman Langman moved to accept the proposed ordinance.  Councilman Delaney. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Caviness, Scarniench, Hill, Jarosz, Mancuso, Delaney, Langman, Gorshe, Monroe. 

Passed. 

 

Ord. 5-2017 (005-17) Effingham SSO Elimination Project 

 

An ordinance authorizing the Director of Public Service of the City of Euclid to advertise for bids and 

enter into contract for the Effingham SSO Elimination Project. (Sponsored by Councilperson Langman 

by request of the Public Service Director) 

 

Comment: This SSO elimination is required by the US EPA Consent Decree. 

 

Director Knecht – This will be the last SSO project that needs to be done.  This is on Effingham Road.  

This is between Glenbrook and Sherwood.  Currently that SSO when it overflows finds a couple of 

different paths that it takes out of there.  We did some extensive camera work in that neighborhood this 

year and found besides hitting the storm sewer it’s also getting into a stream that is in that same area.  

This will eliminate that SSO as long, as well as do some point repair on the line from Glenbrook to 

Sherwood and do some lining on that pipe to tighten it back up to eliminate some of the I&I issues that 

we do have up there.  I’d be happy to answer any questions and ask for your support tonight. 

 

Councilwoman Scarniench – This will solve the problem that everybody had last week that the streets 

were flooded and everything was just a big mess? 

 

Director Knecht – Yes in that neighborhood there we have some catch-basins that are very poor condition 

and currently the water goes in and does not have an easy time getting out as pipes are collapsed so yes 

it will help in that aspect. 

 

Councilwoman Scarniench – Okay, you were not the Service Director but just a couple years ago, we 

tore up all that part of Effingham, is that what’s going to happen again that those yards are going to be 

all a mess? 

 

Director Knecht – Yes.  We will be going back through there unfortunately. 

 

Councilwoman Scarniench – We will have a meeting with those folks so that they will understand what’s 

going on? 

 

Director Knecht – Yes.  Once we have a contractor on board, we will hold a public meeting, go through 

everything with them, let them know timetables and you know what they can expect during the project. 
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Councilwoman Scarniench – Great.  Thank you. 

 

Councilman Langman moved to close debate.  Councilwoman Gorshe seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Councilwoman Scarniench moved to suspend the rules to waive the second and third readings.  

Councilwoman Hill seconded. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Scarniench, Hill, Jarosz, Mancuso, Delaney, Langman, Gorshe, Caviness, Monroe. 

 

Councilwoman Mancuso moved to accept the proposed ordinance.  Councilwoman Scarniench 

seconded. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Hill, Jarosz, Mancuso, Delaney, Langman, Gorshe, Caviness, Scarniench, Monroe. 

Passed. 

 

Ord. 6-2017 (006-17) Demolition of 2129 Miami Road 

 

An ordinance authorizing the Director of Planning and Development of the City of Euclid to enter into 

a contract to demolish the property owned by Robyn Beard located at 2129 Miami Road, Euclid, Ohio, 

PPN 649-18-061 due to it being a health and safety risk to the neighbors and surrounding community 

with the total amount of the contract not to exceed $15,000.  (Sponsored by Mayor Holzheimer Gail) 

 

Comment: The demolition appeal is still pending, but we will be prepared for demo should the 

Court rule in our favor. 

 

Director Sweeney – As Council’s aware back in 2015, Council passed an ordinance that requires Council 

approve any houses that the City Administration recommends for demolition prior to us going in and 

demolishing the property.  In this particular house, 2129 Miami Road, there were a couple foreclosures 

that were filed against the property owner Ms. Beard.  The most recent foreclosure filing was back in 

September 2015 and the court dismissed that foreclosure case because the particular bank could not 

prove they were the assignee of the mortgage.  That mortgage bounced around between a couple banks 

and you know the last bank allegedly holding the note couldn’t prove they were the rightful note holders.  

Gentleman from our Housing Department issued a violation notice and condemnation order September 

28, 2015.  Our condemnation order was upheld by the Planning and Zoning Commission.  That bank 

then appealed the condemnation order and it’s been stalled right now in Common Pleas Court.  They 

filed their briefs.  Jessica Weymouth, Assistant Law Director filed her brief and that’s been sitting on 

the judge’s desk since August 2016.  Most recently there was a tree that fell down in the front yard there.  

I went to the property.  Took photographs of the property and still the disintegrating tarp on the roof of 

the house.  I supplemented our brief approximately three weeks ago.  I was hoping that might spark some 

action with the judge on maybe making a decision on our demolition request.  That has not happened 

yet.  So, this is a little premature but I am hopeful that we’re going to get an order from the judge soon 

and when that does happen I hope it’s in our favor and that I hope to be ready to be able to demolish the 

house once we get that order. 

 

Councilwoman Caviness – Naturally I have something to say.  I would love to go see the judge and get 

on my hands and knees and just beg for it because this has been a sheer nightmare and I can’t even tell 

you how many times I’ve spent nights over there and the last one when half the tree fell on someone’s 

power line and we had to go through the Service Department then, well the Fire Department, the Service 

Department, CEI, and then CEI’s tree cutters who said they would not haul away the debris but we 

wanted to make sure that the resident, the next door neighbor was without, was not without power that 

night and so that was the reason the tree was leaning and the debris was in the yard but I don’t know.  I 

just want, if this is something that can tell the judge that we’re serious about it.  I know what my question 

is.  What about imminent domain Director Sweeney?  We cannot do anything about that, I mean it’s late 

in the game now but is there anything that we can do in that regard? 

 

Director Sweeney – I will do more research on the subject but just off the top of my head you know 

imminent domain has to be for a public purpose.  Yes we can say there’s a public purpose in removing 

this you know this blight from the neighborhood but with that we also have to pay fair market value for 

that property and we would demolish as well so you know I can exactly say what fair market value is for 

that property but it’s something and I don’t know if we have the money necessarily to you know pay Ms. 

Beard.  We would be in essence paying Ms. Beard for her house and then tearing it down and I just don’t 
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think that’s the route we want to take.  If Council passes this I will again supplement my brief and advise 

the judge that you know Council is really eager to get this property down as well. 

 

Councilwoman Caviness – Okay no.  We don’t want to pay Ms. Beard or Robin Symone whoever she is 

now for the property that she refuses to acknowledge that she owns and she’s been given the opportunity 

many times over.  I’ve had several people request her and inquire about purchasing the property.  No 

one wants it now but last year, the year before they did and couldn’t go anywhere so I beg you please 

please let’s first look at waiving the second and third reading and I appreciate Mr. Goodman, former 

Councilman Gruber for speaking out about this too.  You know that even you former Councilman you 

said your son is afraid to walk and daughter around, near the house.  We don’t need that in our area.  We 

don’t need that.  We don’t need our residents living near a property like that.  I hate to see a house being 

torn down because that becomes, we become snaggle tooths you know as we tear down properties we 

lose our tax base there but this is a headache so please if we can let’s waive the second and third reading 

and vote on this tonight please. 

 

Councilman Delaney – Just a quick question, how are the taxes?  Are the taxes paid up on this property? 

 

Director Sweeney – I don’t know that off the top of my head.  I can report back to Council tomorrow.   

 

Councilman Delaney – What would be fair market value of a house that’s falling in on itself considering 

that there’s tax arrears involved? 

 

Director Sweeney – I don’t know exactly what the fair market? 

 

Councilman Delaney – Cause I think what, rather than imminent domain I think what we’re talking about 

here is spot blight that we’ve gone through before and my question is is what is a fair market appraisal 

on a house that might have lower than, there might be more owed in taxes than what it’s valued at and 

we need to find out if we can use these things to clear these properties and get it done sooner and not 

have to wait two years.  So if you could get back to us I’d really appreciate it.  Let’s find out what the 

fair market value is on that house.  How much taxes are owed and maybe a spot blight ordinance is in 

our future.   

 

Councilman Langman – I agree with Councilman Delaney and Councilwoman Caviness, we have spot 

blight ordinance on the books.  It’s been on the books since 2006.  I know we have not used it in the past 

and I’m not saying that it would always be the best tool but that house has been in poor condition a lot 

longer than a year and a half and it’s been a drag on the neighborhood.  So, what’s the cost of that 

accumulatively?  So we need to explore whatever tools are at our disposal to try and resolve these issues 

as quickly as possible.  So I think spot blight in certain cases might be the correct way to go and even 

though it might be too late here we should look into that for future use because there are other properties 

in similar condition around the city. Thank you. 

 

Director Sweeney – If I recall correctly now, I’ll again report back, the spot blight is also, it specifically 

says it’s when no other mechanisms are available to correct the condition and right now we are in 

litigation so there is a mechanism to try to resolve that.  Let’s say, let’s say we lose the appeal and let’s 

say they don’t you know we’re going to appeal to the Supreme Court of Ohio of course, that would be 

our next step.  Say we lose in the Supreme Court of Ohio, the house still continues to sit there and no 

one’s coming forward, that’s when we’re going to do spot blight because all resources and all 

mechanisms are now done. 

 

Councilman Langman – I think the way it reads, when there’s no remedy to get the violations repaired, 

not necessarily you have to go through all these different venues and court before you can do anything.  

It’s, has the house been rehabilitated or repaired to city code, obviously that has not happened there but 

you go ahead and double check.  Thank you. 

 

Councilwoman Scarniench – I believe and I could be wrong, the very first house we demolished was on 

North Street and I think it was spot blight.  If you can check into that and see if that’s what we did but 

I’m positive because we took the house down and it was like okay, it’s down.  It’s gone.  So yes, if you 

could check into that but I believe that’s what that one was.   

 

Director Sweeney – I will check into that.  I remember they kind of did the first demos maybe my first 

year right when I was coming to the city and I don’t know if we did spot blight.  We did the process that 

we’re currently doing and in most cases way back when ’05, ’06, ’07 people weren’t fighting our 

demolitions.  You know we took in my number of years here, we took over a hundred houses down in 
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there, we have very very few cases where they’re fighting us.  2129 Miami is one of them and 28271 

Lakeshore is another one.  

 

Councilwoman Gorshe – So this just in from a concerned citizen watching from home, the taxes are paid 

but the lady who owns the home lives in Wisconsin.  The value is eighty-four two and the tax value is 

twenty-nine four seventy so those answer those questions.  Thank you. 

 

Councilwoman Mancuso moved to close debate.  Councilman Jarosz seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Councilwoman Caviness moved to suspend the rules to waive the second and third readings.  

Councilwoman Scarniench seconded. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Jarosz, Mancuso, Delaney, Langman, Gorshe, Caviness, Scarniench, Hill, Monroe. 

 

Councilwoman Caviness moved to accept the proposed ordinance.  Councilwoman Scarniench 

seconded. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Mancuso, Delaney, Langman, Gorshe, Caviness, Scarniench, Hill, Jarosz, Monroe. 

Passed. 

 

President Monroe – And just to clarify for those at home, this does not mean that the city is going to go 

out tomorrow and demolish the house.  Everyone would probably like to do that but we’re going to let 

the court rule.  Directory Sweeney is going to take a look at a couple of other options and the ordinance 

is in place that if the Common Pleas Court Appeal runs its course that we’ll be in a position to demolish 

the house sooner rather than later.   Thank you. 

 

Res.7-2017 (09-17) Re-appointment of D. Fay Miller to Euclid Landmark Commission 

 

A resolution to re-appoint D. Fay Miller to the Euclid Landmark Commission. (Sponsored by Mayor 

Holzheimer Gail) 

 

Comment: Ms. Miller would be appointed for a three-year term.  

 

President Monroe – I am going to amend the proposed ordinance (9a-17).  You didn’t get a copy of this 

when they’re were doing the handouts here.  So the, I believe we have another name added to the 

proposed Landmark’s Commission as well.   

 

Mayor Holzheimer Gail – And I apologize you just got this tonight if you’d prefer to wait til the next 

meeting, that’s okay but Landmark Commission is meeting this week.  We have two spots open.  Fay 

Miller would like to continue with her service.  Everyone knows Fay Miller.  She’s served on Council 

and been active in the community for a number of years.  The second gentleman Geoff Englebrecht is a 

lifelong Euclid resident.  He’s been a homeowner in Euclid for eleven years on Shirley.  He’s a housing 

specialist with the Cleveland Housing court.  Euclid High School grad and studied at urban studies, 

sturdy Urban Planning at Cleveland State.  So, will be a great addition and we feel to the Landmark 

Commission and would encourage your support this evening. 

 

Councilwoman Hill moved to close debate.  Councilman Jarosz seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

Councilman Jarosz moved to amend the resolution to add Geoff Englebrecht.  Councilwoman Scarniench 

seconded. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Delaney, Langman, Gorshe, Caviness, Scarniench, Hill, Jarosz, Mancuso, Monroe. 

 

Councilwoman Mancuso moved to accept the proposed resolution.  Councilman Jarosz seconded. 

 

Roll Call:  Yeas:  Langman, Gorshe, Caviness, Scarniench, Hill, Jarosz, Mancuso, Delaney, Monroe. 

Passed. 

 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE – PUBLIC PORTION 

 

Ms. Rose M. Allen – 26241 Lakeshore Boulevard.  I know some people have had their mixed feelings 

about the school levy passing.  My comments are not necessarily for or against the passing of the levy.  

In fact, it’s passed but my comments tonight are about my visit to the Maltz Museum exhibit yesterday.  
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There’s an exhibit that’s called and I think Victor Goodman can clarify it, it’s called This Light of Ours 

and it’s an exhibit of photographs that were taken during the early days of the civil rights movement.  

And there’s one picture that really moved me and brought back some memories of my early education.  

It was that of sparse, sparsely furnished room where black children were educated and it just made me 

think about my own education.  There those who think I came from privileged or from money with my 

education but I’ll let you know and the reason why I’m saying this, I’m outraged at how I see some 

children squandering the education that’s available to them in this country.  It infuriates me that they 

don’t care enough about education because when I started school in first grade, I grew up in the 

segregated south, we had separate and certainly significantly unequaled schools.  We had no electricity.  

No air conditioning.  No heat.  If the skies were dark because of weather, we could read so we had to sit 

our heads down and figure out what we could think about.  We had hand-me-down everything.  Desks 

that were falling apart.  Scratched on.  We had books that were hand-me-downs from the Caucasian 

schools that were missing pages and had been written in and their binders broken but we were determined 

to become educated and from my high school class which was very small compared to most high schools, 

we have a person became, we had two people that became physicians.  We have nurse.  We have a PHD.  

Myself a pharmacist and a number of other professionals who manage to use the poor, the so called poor 

conditions of education that we had but we were determined to learn and become something.  And until 

we teach children the value of an education I don’t think they’ll appreciate that it doesn’t matter what 

the school looks like, what the buildings look like, if you really want to learn, you will learn.  If you 

don’t want to learn, you’ll go to school, act like a fool, and be a fool for the rest of your lives.  And I 

think not enough of that is taught to children because I see them squandering an education and laughing 

at the fact that they can skip school.  I had one year I think in my entire twelve years of school that I did 

not have perfect attendance.  Today children are proud of how they manage to skip school so I get a bit 

intolerant of what I see with today’s youth and education.  And I’ll move on from that because I get very 

emotional about it. 

 Euclid’s future, I can look at some late actions that put Euclid where it is now.  Yes, I ran for 

councilman 1981 at the same time D. Fay Miller ran for council.  There was no incumbent.  She won.  I 

proposed lakefront development way back then.  We’re acting on it now, thirty some years later.  So I’m 

going to say one more time, I’ve listened to a number of people talk about how they would utilize a golf 

dome if there were one closer than Chagrin Falls.  So I’m hoping the city will take a look at it and think 

about the money that can come in and if they don’t, if they can tell me who owns the land and what kind 

of price it may cost, I invite anybody that may want to join me, I’d be willing to put my own money if I 

had it to do this project.  So I hope that Euclid does not wait another thirty years to act on something I 

think that can be a true asset to this city.  Thank you and good night. 

 

Mr. Christopher Michael Litwinowicz – 21970 Morris Avenue.  Council, Law Director, City, being 

thrown in jail is not fun.  Being deprived rights that are known on the media is really not fun.  Situation 

is arise and I reoccurred finding out what really earmark which actually has across the nation Kentucky, 

PA, New York, Miami.  Somebody needs to reach out to Sunny Simon, that is who our council liaison 

for the county.  I also urge this council, it’s nothing on our courts or our judge, I urge this council put 

yourself in a situation if you can.  Go sleep there for a night.  Now you’ll hear the cries that’s always, 

just to let this council know I’m not going after the city and I’m not going after the county but I’d like 

us to work together.  No offense Chief of Police.  No offense Judge LeBarron.  No offense to all the 

correction officers all the sheriffs that actually, or don’t know what’s really going on.  It’s malnutrition.  

If you’re not getting fed the proper, something needs to be done.  One, one company basically was 

awarded a bid.  I’m not sure if I’m correct of not but I think they lost that bid.  I think we communicated 

but then how with the county they were able to attain this bid.  And for tax payer dollars, our own 

residents cannot be sitting in our own jails so we had to go to the county to figure this out or it would be 

in our own jails.  And coming back, just to let council, I urge council to establish a law, an ordinance 

stating within 72 hours just because of who I am and I know how to communicate correctly.  I was 

ensured that federal right which gave me an opportunity to say no contest and and the fairness of the 

system was allowed.  Again I reiterate to council and to this administration I am not a threat.  No will be 

a threat ever.  I urge this council to go ahead and put two metal detectors at these front doors and inside 

this podium.  So this will never happen again just because of a push of a button and somebody says their 

statement.  Again what I saw is really a deprival of civil rights, rights that actually entertains me that I’m 

innocent until proven guilty.  I know it’s a budget strain.  I know that’s what they talk about and that’s 

why this company knew that and throughout the whole United States they’re somehow affiliated with 

the food distribution.  Now I wrote a civil cover sheet.  Presented it to the Chief of Police.  Also gave 

the other copy to the Police Department to give to the Law Department.  I know I’m welcome to assemble 

in my city and I’m going to let bygones be bygones but this nonsense has got to stop.  I’m here to take 

my time and effort and assist this city in the only way I know how to which is music.  So further down 

we need to really be business ladies, city officials, businessmen and really be taken seriously because 

for this last year all this nonsense is because of hooplas and honestly again this last thirty seconds is 
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going to talk about council you have a couple weeks, a couple months to allocate and budget a budget 

budget.  I’ve come into this podium too many times not to be heard.  This ain’t a threat but we have 

paperwork filed for the federal courthouse.  We’re not filing it.  The last steps is for this council to agree 

to transfer two million and two million to public access.  Education access.  This five million dollars.  

Thank you.  Good Evening. 

 

Mr. Victor Goodman – 20201 Glen Russ Lane.  I might have to ask for a couple of seconds more.  Only 

had a few things to talk about now I have a whole bunch.  First and please answer all questions at the 

end.  I want to talk about just getting my notice from the water bill.  This is my last quarterly bill.  I’m 

now a month-to-month resident.  So, we hired a lawyer to look at the consent decree with the EPA.  If I 

missed it, did we ever get back anything about what he said we couldn’t couldn’t do.  Okay.  If so, is 

there something that can be done that would alleviate some of the costs to the residents and the cost of 

the project.  Also, as much as I hate to say this, I shouldn’t say it that way, wrong way.  We have a new 

president coming into the administration who is already vowed to disavow the EPA.  So would it also 

behoove the city in the next months or month, month to look at what is going to happen at the EPA, aww 

light bulbs went on, what is going to happen maybe at the EPA that we could now go back and get a real 

different descent decree okay because new administration, new rules, new regulations.  Please let’s save 

the citizens money because they’re going to start getting a monthly bill for water that may have people 

leaving the city and leaving their homes.  Then something that my wife did preview to the Law Director, 

I want to dogs.  I am extremely upset.  I’ve gone to Ann Miller on two occasions. I’m not saying she 

hasn’t done anything but I at least understanding the law that from Ann, it is illegal for you to house 

your dog in your garage.  It’s illegal but it is legal to house your dog outside no matter what the weather 

is.  We have a neighbor that just moved in.  I am, I’m a dog owner and I cried to watch that dog during 

the freeze stand out there with a metal bowl.  Yes they have dog house and yes they put down straw and 

I’ve hinted and hinted and hinted until I decided to go down to Ann.  We need to look at our laws.  We 

need to look at our laws and you know what human beings have rights, so do animals.  And if by the 

way nobody plays with this dog.  Nobody talks to this dog.  The only thing this dog does is bark at the 

deer that come by.  It’s a nice dog.  I don’t think that chained but also they’re not fenced.  That dog ever 

breaks loose of the chain and I’ve been informed by Ann’s group that it is a pit bull right, I think it was.  

It is a pit bull so you know they don’t have a fenced yard.  We need to look at our regulations.  We need 

to protect the animal as well as the public so that’s that case. 

 Want to take a second to which I’ve already said, man I had a captain and two lieutenants come 

out and put fire detectors in my house.  I want to commend the fire department for everything they do 

and the courtesy and for that I gave them a whole bunch of mugs.  Anyway, I want to talk about 

somethings happening at my museum.  Coming up on February 20th is President’s Day in which it is 

another free day just like yesterday Martin Luther King Day.  We broke all records at the Maltz Museum.  

Sixteen hundred plus people came into the Maltz Museum and if you haven’t seen this new exhibit, it 

will emotionally move you whether you’re black or white.  Okay, February 20th, free day and you’ll 

meet some presidents and you might even recognize one or two of them.  We have to be good stewards 

so I may go over but oh by the way I want, I think we should know the name of the judge that’s giving 

you a pain in the neck.  We should know because these are the kind of judges that we got to un-elect in 

the future, really, I mean they’re public servants.  We have to be I have no idea what all these extras on 

the school levy and yes as a councilwoman point out, we passed the school levy but that doesn’t mean 

that we just then close the books, look away, and worry about what’s happening tomorrow.  We have to 

be stewards and I think that in the future and I may make it actually that we have to think and I mentioned 

this to Jeff Beck maybe we need to change our laws and maybe the board of the P&Z needs to be elected 

and not appointed because they have they control things that sometimes maybe more personally 

controlled.  So maybe we should think about that but we have to good stewards and thank you. 

 

Director Sweeney – It’s Judge Robert McClelland.  He’s normally a very fantastic fine diligent judge.  I 

don’t know why this is taking so long so I intend to spark some movement with him.  The consent decree, 

I’m going to talk to Director Knecht about that.  I might have to give my old boss Chris Frey a call.  He 

handled the consent decree and see if he knows anything or if something was sent to outside counsel.  

I’m not sure about that.  I can check into that and I can certainly keep tabs on President-Elect and what 

he intends to do with the EPA and you know might there be some movement there I can certainly keep 

tabs on that.  And about the dog, Mrs. Goodman did email me about the dog.  I did contact Ann Mills.  

It might be pit-bull/boxer mix.  So we’re going to check on that.  I don’t know that it’s necessarily a 

dangerous dog but we’re going to look into that.  And I do want to check with our code and care 

requirements and see if maybe we do need to beef up our code.  I do agree that we did have some cold 

weather there and it probably wasn’t good for the dog to be outside and I would ask Chief Meyer to 

assist me if we need some movement with Ann on a particular situation. 
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Superintendent Charles Smialek – Actually, I have a question that’s directed at you.  You were indicating 

a need to have a legal proposal by next week, is this different from what we sent to Law Director 

Sweeney? 

 

Director Sweeney – What Mr. Higley gave me was very rudimentary on who’s going to be responsible 

for maintenance of different areas.  I don’t think that’s what Council is exactly looking for and I would 

ask Mr. Higley to look at the Fairview agreement that we first looked at and picked out things that might 

be relevant for for us here at the city.  I did mention some bullet points in email and I can send those to 

him as to what I think Council is looking for here.  But I think it was going to be on the half of the school 

that your council would draft that MOU. 

 

Superintendent Smialek – Thank you for that detail there.  And just to Council, you know we continue 

to believe that this is best.  We know there’s some challenges.  We know that it is an ambitious timeline.  

In all honesty, I wish we would have known a little more about the timeline before the end of the joint 

meeting that I had or that we had.  I thought that was a great collaborative spirit and walked out and 

learned about the Indian Bat Law so we were moving up our timeline quite a bit but we want to work 

together.  We believe that sharing the land is in the best interests of our residents as well as our school 

district and we hope that we can accomplish that.  We will work to meet the timeline that Council 

President Monroe stated in terms of the legal piece.  And Council Members, we would continue to try 

to answer all of the questions that you may have.  Councilwoman Gorshe emailed me directly.  I 

responded to her.  It did take me about a week or so but got her the information that she requested.  

Councilman Langman I know you’ve given some questions to the Administration.  We are researching 

those through our architect in terms of some of the environmental questions that you’ve asked.  So, we 

continue to believe that it’s best to share that property and we’ll work toward attaining that end.  Thank 

you. 

 

COUNCIL MEMBERS’ COMMENTS 

 

Councilman Delaney – I’m in.  I would like to reserve my comments tonight to express my sympathy to 

the Hongosh Family.  We lost Norbert Hongosh and he, what a great family man.  He, father, grandfather, 

great-grandfather, huge family.  Very renowned polka musician.  He was, he was very accomplished in 

that heyday of the Cleveland style polka that we’re so proud of but a lot of the time that the longtime 

residents we talk about you know they raise their families, they, they paid into it, and then we say they 

built this town.  Well, Nor put so many room additions on houses in Euclid.  You could literally say he 

was one of those people that built this town.  In an era when people, when their families were growing, 

they weren’t looking at other communities they were just looking to put a room on their own house and 

stay put.  So, I’ll, well I’ll miss him waiting for me in the back of St. Williams.  He was an avid watcher 

of all the council meetings.  He always had a lot of energy, wanted to know.  He always had a ton of 

questions so rest in peace Nor Hongosh.  Thanks. 

 

Councilman Langman – I too wish to express my sympathies to the Hongosh Family.  Even though it’s 

been eight years since I represented Mr. Hongosh’s house over on Parkwood.  He would still call and 

not always about city stuff.  He would ask about how my family was doing.  How I’m doing.  He was a 

firecracker, just filled with energy.  In fact, I talked to him about four months ago and he still had that 

spirit within him.  So again, deepest sympathies to the family.  He was truly a remarkable man and his 

family is remarkable.  All of his children and grandchildren, even great-grandchildren.  Just wonderful 

people.  So, it’s a big loss to our community and it’s a big loss to me personally.   

 Director Knecht, I did some have residents comment about the leaf pick-up schedule for lack of 

a better term.  And it does seem like one day we’re in the Haley/Walworth area and then the next day 

the trucks are maybe in 280th in that area and today they’re done by 193rd.  Can you explain why the sort 

of hopscotch pattern? 

 

Director Knecht – Yes, as equipment has broken down.  We’ve gotten to the point where we’re using 

front-end loaders and dump trucks to remove the leaves.  That process works best on dead end streets 

where there’s not a huge traffic flow so that the loader can do its work and the trucks can get loaded out.  

When we do have the equipment available to go down the normal streets then we have done that. 

 

Councilman Langman – Okay, so it’s really, this is just a function of what equipment is available and in 

working order. 

 

Director Knecht – That is correct. 
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Councilman Langman – Okay, thank you.  Mrs. Grida, I have a housing question for you and perhaps 

the Law Director can chime in to.  It seems like now some of these rehabbers, they’re using these debris 

disposal bags which are rather large than maybe ten feet in diameter bags and some of them are just 

leaving them there so it’s not a dumpster that our code addresses and yet these disposal bags are very 

unsightly and sometimes nobody’s taking and responsibility for that.  I have an issue on 258th where in 

fact that’s going on and part of the debris that’s in one of these bags is an old toilet.  Now you can 

imagine neighbors did not appreciate looking at this for six, seven, eight weeks or the holiday.  So, my 

question is, to me this is basically a glorified tarpaulin, wouldn’t our code on littering and debris and 

junk, wouldn’t that supersede any other consideration and couldn’t we have cited the owner of this 

particular property or any property to remove the debris?  

 

Director Sweeney – I was going to say I mean I would treat this debris disposal bag similar to a dumpster 

because that’s in essence what they are using it for, that was going to be my suggestion. 

 

Councilman Langman – Okay but the way the code is written, can we apply that as it is right now or do 

we need to modify it? 

 

Director Sweeney – We may need to modify it.  Let me take a peek at that and that I can easily make an 

addition into our dumpster code and add debris disposal bags. 

 

Councilman Langman – Okay but wouldn’t our code in general handle the fact that this front lawn looks 

like a garbage dump with old furniture and bags and so forth.  It’s just sitting there and if we can handle 

it, why hasn’t it been handled? 

 

Director Sweeney – I think nuisance then comes into place there into play there and I would say that we 

should take a look and have an inspector take a peek at that and see what the conditions are and maybe 

give our usual forty-eight hours to remediate. 

 

Councilman Langman – Okay because I’ve sent several emails and I’m still waiting for a reply on how 

we’re going to resolve this situation and the neighbors would like to see it resolved. 

 

Director Sweeney – Do you have an address that you are able to give to me? 

 

Councilman Langman – I do.  It’s 715 East 258th.  You are copied on emails about that as is Ms. Grida.  

They were sent to Mr. O’Donnell and with that Mr. Chairman I will make one last announcement.  A 

very Happy 66th Wedding Anniversary to my folks this coming Friday.  Thank you. 

 

Councilwoman Gorshe – I would like to congratulate Marty on his election to the County Consortium 

as chairman.  That’s exciting so I expect better things from him as he goes on.  On the 25th, there is a 

Housing and Building Standards Committee.  The agenda will be out this week.  Director Knecht, when 

do we anticipate being done with leaf pick-up or just screaming uncle and having people bag them? 

 

Director Knecht – We would like to continue through and finish out the city one last time before we call 

it quits but that is all weather dependent.  As I said a week like last week you know we had to pull people 

off, we had over sixty homes that had flooded basements the guys were taking care of as well as snow 

earlier in the week so we’ll continue to go as long as we possibly can. 

 

Councilwoman Gorshe – Thank you and I’ve heard over the last several council meetings about the 

deplorable condition of your trucks and equipment, can you speak to what’s breaking down and what’s 

the hold up on maybe repair? 

 

Director Knecht – Yes, it is the age of the leaf collection equipment.  That equipment is old.  Some of it 

from 1950’s.  As those pieces’ break, the companies that manufacture them are no longer in business 

which requires us to go source those parts, order them in hoping that they’re the right thing.  Some of 

the parts have a long lead time.  We have some that take three to four weeks just to get the part before 

we can even attempt fix it.  The maintenance crew does a very good job once the parts are there to get it 

back together.  Just whenever you put a wet frozen object through a leaf picker, it tends to do damage to 

the bearings as well as the impeller in there that cuts up the leaves. 

 

Councilwoman Gorshe – Thank you very much. 

 

Councilwoman Caviness – I was going to ask the question about the leaves because as you know we’re 

near the Metro Parks and we have a lot of trees but I’m not going to belabor that but Director Knecht, 
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there is a build-up of water in as it looks like its draining down from the Euclid Cemetery but that is 

icing over often with our cold weather.  Can we look at that to find out where the water is actually coming 

from because it has been a hazard with the as the weather becomes cold and you know as it changes? 

 

Director Knecht – Yes we will take a look at that. 

 

Councilwoman Caviness – Okay because I know last week I called just to have them put salt down as I 

was passing through.  Almost slid through Highland because of that so that would be good.  Thank you 

and just one announcement, that is that the Heritage Park Community Association will be meeting 

tomorrow, January 18th at 6:30 PM at the Police Mini Station on Euclid Avenue.  Have a good night. 

 

Councilwoman Scarniench – A couple quick things.  Director Sweeney, I think the State just changed 

the rules about dogs being confined outside.  If you could look at that because I really think that is 

something we need to fix in our code.  I have a dog that lives next door to me who’s never been in his 

house because he lives outside and we can’t do anything about it, so if we could look at that that would 

be really a good idea.   

The only other thing is, should we be putting together the legislation for its Shore and Golf Course 

budgets.  We heard them in November and usually it’s about the first meeting in February where we 

approve them or do we wait until after our budget? 

 

Mayor Holzheimer Gail – I think we’ve done that as part of, Council did adopt Shore’s budget, that 

adopted the budget but didn’t allocate the funds.  That will come through the budget process. 

 

Councilwoman Scarniench – Okay that’s it.  Thank you.  Good night. 

 

Councilwoman Hill – First I want to express the pride and joy I felt as I stood in Whole Foods Market 

and I saw the beautiful Allison Lukasy-Love on the cover of Cleveland Magazine and I could say I know 

her.  I know her and so I’m telling everyone in the line who she is and how great she is so hats off to 

you.  Congratulations.  Simon’s again just to reiterate the grand opening’s going to be February 4th.  At 

twelve, they’re going to have giveaways, free food.  If you have not been by the store again, please stop 

by.  Awesome store.  They’ve done a great job.  Fresh produce.  Affordable prices but again they will 

have giveaways.  They will have food and he is always looking for suggestions.  If there’s something in 

the store that you have not seen then please let him know because he wants to make sure that he has it 

there.    

 Just announcement to the residents, please please please if you see the leaves in your drain out 

in front of your house, clean them up.  Just rake them out because its causing flooding on the streets.  

We have unnecessary things going down into our storm drain.  Yes, I’m not asking you to do the job of 

the Service Department.  I’m just asking that you be a responsible citizen of Euclid.  So please just kind 

of get the leaves out of the drain because if you notice its causing a lot of flooding.  I know over in my 

area it is doing that. 

 Oh, I have a question for the Chief.  What is that thing outside of Sims Buick?  It’s on the, to the 

south of Lakeland Boulevard.  It looks like a camera, security something.  I’ve got a couple. 

 

Chief Meyer – Yes, that is a mobile camera device that’s owned by SCVD that’s our central dispatch 

service and we are using it to monitor not traffic but a issue that we have at the business at that location. 

 

Councilwoman Hill – Thank you.  Thank you.  And then just to clarify, I don’t anyone to think that I am 

saying let’s pass a levy, approve whatever the school wants to do.  I just don’t want us kill the vision in 

the details.  What I don’t want to happen is the schools say you know what forget it.  Do what you want 

to do with Memorial Park.  We’ll just take our piece of land, develop that, and then we’re back at square 

one trying to figure out how we’re going to come up with the money to do what we want to do.  Yes, be 

vigilant.  Yes, we have to be hands on but I don’t want us to be so hardnosed that nothing gets done.  So, 

that, I just want to clear that up.  I don’t want to be irresponsible and with that I’ll say good night. 

 

Councilman Jarosz – Thank you.  Just two quick things.  First, there’s going to be Ward 4 meeting.  As 

we heard today, there’s a lot of dates being thrown around early in the year.  We’re still not all finalized 

so as soon as I have a better handle on our schedule here we’ll be having a meeting for Ward 4 residents 

to come and we’ll talk about 2016, 2017 outlook and just have a real good discussion like we’ve done 

several times in the past.  And just one last thing, this weekend I had a chance to take the family to 

Lakeshore Cinema and you know I think it’s a little bit of an underappreciated asset here in Euclid to 

have a really nice kind of old style cinema still in operation and Gaby who runs the place is such a good 

guy.  Always comes out and greets you you know as you’re coming.  I just want to say thank you to 
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them for the hospitality and the opportunity to just to drive right down the street and go to a nice movie 

theater.  Thank you. 

 

Councilwoman Mancuso – There will be a Safety Committee Meeting on February 15th at 6:30 PM.  To 

my colleagues that are on that committee, the agenda should be out probably within the next week or so.  

Also, I will continue to talk about the fundraiser at the Henn Mansion which is a wine event on February 

25th from 5:00 PM to 8:00 PM.  Information is available at the Henn website.  It is available on the Euclid 

website.  There are fliers at the library and I’m sure you can ask people at city hall.  They have 

information about it so I hope you’ll come and join us so we can continue the renovation and the 

construction and that that is always ongoing at this very wonderful asset on the shores of Lake Erie and 

have a good time while we’re doing it.  So, with that I will say good night. 

 

President Monroe – Just a few dates as Councilwoman Gorshe mentioned, there is a Building Committee 

Meeting on 1/25 at 6:30 PM in this room.  We’ve tentatively scheduled a Executive and Finance work 

session on 2/1 to review the “Finish the Plan” proposed memorandum of understanding.  Budget dates, 

we had kind of talked about February 4th which will be a Saturday session.  We have a slight concern 

there because we have the Simon’s opening at noon that day.  So, we’ll have to work around that.  The 

other potential date was 2/11.  It’s the following Saturday.  I know Councilman Langman has a conflict 

that day and then if you could reserve 2/13 which is a Monday for the Court and the follow-up evening 

session that we usually finish it up and then I believe our regularly scheduled council meeting will be on 

2/6 and the second February meeting will be delayed by one day due to the holiday.  So, with that thank 

you. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

Councilman Langman moved to adjourn.  Councilman Jarosz seconded.  Yeas:  Unanimous. 

 

 

Attest: 

 

 

 

____________________________     ____________________________ 

Clerk of Council       President of Council 

 


